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Adult Bible Study in Simplified English—Teaching Guide

Introduction for Teachers

T

he purpose of this teaching guide is to provide teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson
while helping participants improve their English language skills. Use of this material is suggested for
International Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at a Basic English level.
The Teaching Guide begins with listings of the Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory
Verse, all of which provide the premise for the lesson. This information is followed by a teaching plan under
headings of Connect with Life, Guide the Study, and Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson,
Supplemental Teaching Ideas are provided under those same headings. As the teacher, you may pick and
choose from these helps to use along with the student’s Study Guide to fit the lesson to your class members’
abilities and needs.
The Bible text printed in the lesson material is from the NEW LIFE Version of the Bible (NLV), an
inexpensive translation (not a paraphrase) which uses only an 850-word vocabulary. The NLV is available
from Christian Literature International, P. O. Box 777, Canby, Oregon 97013; e-mail christian@canby.com;
telephone (orders only) 1-800-324-9734.
The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a
Christian environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms will usually be expressed using the NLV
terminology, followed by the more common term in parentheses; for example, “proud religious law-keeper
(Pharisee)” or “early preacher (prophet).” The teacher has the option of using the NLV term for new
Christians or beginning students, or the common term where it will be better understood and less
cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has been introduced in the Word List or teaching
procedures, however, the familiar expression may be used to help students add it to their vocabulary.
Prayer is not always written into the procedures, but is encouraged at appropriate times. The actual
timing and content of prayer is left to the individual teacher to meet the needs and purposes of the class.
For this quarter, a Christmas Bonus Lesson is provided for use just preceding Christmas. If you choose
to use this lesson, you will need to combine two lessons into one, omit one of the other lessons, or convene
the class for a special session just to teach the Christmas lesson.
The writers and editors wish you success and give you prayerful support in your teaching of this
Adult Bible Study in Simplified English.
Adult Bible Study in Simplified English is published by the Baptist General Convention of
Texas and follows the same curriculum plan as the Bible Study for Texas materials, but has
no Texas emphasis. Teachers may wish to purchase Bible Study for Texas lesson comments
and teaching guides as additional resources. These may be ordered through your church or
directly from the Sunday School/Discipleship Division, Baptist General Convention of
Texas, 333 North Washington, Dallas, TX 75246-1798, e-mail baptistway@bgct.org; FAX
214-828-5187; or toll-free telephone 1-800-355-5285.
About the writer
Bob Coder and his wife, Lenora, live in Allen, Texas, and are members of the First Baptist Church of
Richardson. After taking early retirement, Bob and Lenora served more that four years on the mission field
in England and Zimbabwe. Bob has previously written numerous lessons and teaching procedures for youth
as well as for this Adult Bible Study in Simplified English curriculum. The Coders have also actively taught
in ESL programs through their church over the years. Their four children all live in the Dallas-Fort Worth
metroplex. They have 12 grandchildren and a growing number of great grandchildren.
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Suggestions for Teaching
verse. 6. Use the symbols as a reminder for saying
the verse.

General Suggestions
1. Provide language edition Bibles so students can
read the focal passage in their native languages.
2. Beginning students may require three sessions
to complete one lesson.
3. Review the Word Study before beginning the
study. Provide page (see resources) for class to
keep vocabulary studies in their notebooks.
4. Prepare 9-12 core sentences which tell the most
important part of the Bible focal text. Illustrate each
sentence with stick figures and symbols in picture
sequence form (see details below).
5. Prepare lesson outlines or written materials
before class—make your own cling sheets by
cutting apart white plastic garbage bags and writing
on them with markers. The plastic bags will cling to
the wall.

Picture Sequencing (Lipson Method)
This method is especially suited for teaching
beginners. It consists of a series of pictures with
accompanying sentences that tell a story. It may be
used solely for oral production (using pictures
alone) or for integrated skills (engaging students in
reading and writing the story).
You may use real pictures, videotape, pictures that
are professionally drawn, or stick figures
Other benefits include the following:
1. Relaxed, low-anxiety atmosphere as students
focus on the pictures and create their own
sentences to tell the story
Focus on fluency, not just accuracy
Focus on a message or task rather than form or
grammar
Minimal error-correction as students tell the story
2. Pictures (even stick figures) convey meaning in
every language.
3. The same set of pictures can be used with more
than one level of students by making the sentences
easier or more difficult.
4. The use of pictures helps students learn the
language in “chunks” rather than words in isolation.
5. The only item needed is a piece of chalk—or a
marker, if using a cling sheet or overhead
transparency.

Bible Comments/Focal Text
1. Help students hear English and practice their
pronunciation by modeling phrases and sentence.
Allow the entire class to repeat. Be consistent with
stress and intonation. Speak naturally.
2. Allow individual students to read a sentence or
paragraph at a time. For further practice, ask
students to tell sections from Bible comments in
their own words.
3. When time allows, pairs may read the lesson
again to each other.
4. Class may close books and listen as a native
speaker reads the section again.
5. Discuss lesson using “Things to Think About.”

Preparation
1. Put a story into sentences that are suitable for
the level of your students. Try to tell the story with a
maximum of ten sentences. For low beginners,
choose the simplest and fewest words possible.
Keep sentences in their most basic form, so
students can combine sentences later.
2. Draw simple pictures or stick figures to illustrate
key points in the story. These serve as prompts for
the telling of the story. Other drawing tips:
An “x” in a small square beside a picture
enables you to cue for a negative as you tell the
story.
Direct quotations may be indicated with a
cartoon-type bubble.

Memory Verse
1. Challenge class members to say the Memory
Verse several times each day.
2. Provide Study Sheets for students to write
Memory Verses.
3. Write phrases or individual words on separate
pieces of paper. Give to students to place in order.
4. Write entire verse on board. Read in unison.
Erase key words a few at a time. Recite verse until
entire verse is erased and class can repeat by
memory.
5. Make a symbol for each word or phrase of the
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Suggestions for Teaching
—Strip story (cutting up sentences, issuing one
strip per student, asking students to arrange
themselves in order, having them retell the story by
contributing the portion on their paper strip)
—Cloze (supplying a written copy with every nth
word blank; students work in pairs to fill in the
missing words)
—Dictation (teacher or student telling the story
while students write what they hear)
—Provide a copy of the sentences for each
student. Ask that they read the story to a partner.
—Ask students to write the story in their own
words.

Procedure
1. Introduce the story by following your prepared
script of sentences (for consistency) and pointing to
the pictures as you speak. This will give students
the main idea and help them think in chunks of
language (as in real-life language use).
2. Introduce the new words as you again reference
the pictures. Use props and/or dramatization as
needed to establish understanding. Work on
individual sounds and word stress as students
repeat new words.
3. Lead students in repetition of the story, one
sentence at a time, working on sentence stress and
intonation.
4. Lead the class in one more repetition of the story
(going straight through and continuing to refer to
the pictures throughout the story).
5. Ask the class to tell you the story as you cue the
story sequence by pointing to the pictures. (You
become “stage prompter” at this point.)
6. Then ask for a single volunteer to tell the story.
(This may open the door for several more proficient
students to use what they know.)
7. Divide the class into small groups of 3-5 students
to give each person practice in telling the story.
(Inevitably, the most eager student will go first,
followed by another “semi”-eager student. By the
time it is the least proficient student’s turn, he/she
will have learned a lot by listening, will have
observed a good model at least a couple of times,
and will have bolstered courage for risk-taking.)
8. Follow with questions to review story (begin by
naming the setting, the characters, etc.—easy
questions).
9. Conclude with life application questions that
require some thought and give students opportunity
to express opinion, emotion, and their own ideas.

Bible passage as content for reading
Procedure:
1. Tell the parable or story using pictures. Use
animation and simple sentences.
2. Ask questions about the main idea of the story.
3. Read story aloud while students follow along and
underline unknown words. Go over the meaning of
these words with the whole class.
4. Intermediate or advanced students: Have
students read silently a second time to look for
answers to two or three questions about details that
you have written on the board. Ask students to
discuss their answers with a partner. Then go over
answers with the whole class.
5. Beginning or low-intermediate students: Read
story again and ask students to repeat it with you
line by line.
6. Invite the class to read the story with you in
unison.
7. Ask pairs to read the story to each other.
8. Ask for volunteers to tell the story in their own
words.
9. Make drawings large enough for the back row to
see.
10. Select a list of new words in the story—
unfamiliar words that the students would not likely
be able to figure out from context (generally 8-10
new words per lesson).
11. List the new words in categories: verbs, nouns,
adjectives, adverbs. When listing verbs, you may
write both simple present and past tense forms
(e.g., eat/ate, walk/walked). Basic beginners would
do well to tell the story in present tense, but high
beginners could work in present tense, then retell
the story in past tense.

Lesson Expansion
If the setting and circumstances permit, use these
ideas:
—Sequencing pictures (a set for each pair of
students) while listening to you or to a taped voice
tell the story
—Picture sequencing without hearing the story told
—Matching pictures and sentences
—Scrambled sentences to arrange in order (writing
numbers or letters in front of sentences to show
sequence; cutting up sentences and moving around
to position correct order)
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Suggestions for Teaching
7. Use of information gap activity in which partners
have different pieces of information and must ask
each other questions in order to fill in their gaps of
understanding
8. Other useful activities: surveys, interviews, roleplay, problem-solving, and interactive games
9. Review previous material.
___________________________

Checklist for Successful Classrooms
Right Kind of Input
1. New language in every lesson
2. Input that is slightly above the students' current
level of proficiency
3. Content relevant to the students' real-life needs
and interests
4. Language learned in meaningful chunks, not
words in isolation
5. Comprehensibility achieved by use of the
following:
—Realia or authentic materials
—Simplified language (rephrasing, repeating,
clear enunciation)
—Demonstration and multiple examples rather
than explanation
—Lots of gestures and nonverbal language

Some suggestions based on material developed for the EFL
Training Manual—Beyond our Borders.

Low Anxiety Environment
Students should not be afraid to make mistakes or
take risks in language learning. The following
factors contribute to a relaxed and comfortable
atmosphere and build a sense of community:
—Personally greeting and bidding farewell to
students
—Sincere and frequent affirmation
—Minimal error correction from the teacher
—Frequent reference to the culture(s) of the
students
—Smiles and laughter that are commonplace
—Connecting with students through eye contact
and positioning yourself on students’ eye level
—Calling students by name

Checklist for Real-Life Interaction
1. Pace activities with a balance of noisy/quiet and
still/active
2. Attention to different learning styles (visual,
auditory, tactile, kinesthetic)
3. Variety in grouping (predominately pairs and
small groups of three or five; using whole class in
initial presentation and again for feedback and wrap
-up at the end)
4. A focus on a task or message rather than form
(grammar)
5. Provision for all four skills (listening, speaking,
reading, writing)
6. Avoidance of questions for which answers are
known
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Resources for
The Gospel of John: The Word Became Flesh
From BaptistWayPress

From EasyEnglish

www.baptistwaypress.org

www.easyenglish.info

Posted a week in advance of the first Sunday of use.

EasyEnglish is a form of simple English developed
by Wycliffe Associates (UK). This site contains
Bible commentaries, Bible translations, Bible
studies, and other materials written in simple
English. The materials are free to download and
use.

Teaching Resource Items
Go online to www.baptistwaypress.org and click
on “Teaching Resource Items.”
Permission is granted to download these teaching
resource items, print them out, copy as needed, and
use in your class.

From Baptist Standard
Additional Teaching Plan
Enrichment teaching help is provided in the Internet
edition of the Baptist Standard. Access the free
Internet information by checking the Baptist
Standard website at www.baptiststandard.com.
Call 214-630-4571 to begin your subscription to the
printed edition of the Baptist Standard.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 1: From Eternity to Here
Lesson Focus
We are called to follow Jesus in light of the magnificent
truth that the God of eternity came to live among us in
Him.

Focal Text
John 1:1-12, 15-18, 29-36, 43-45

Background Text
John 1

Memory Verse
“The Word (Christ) was in the beginning. The Word was
with God. The Word was God. He was with God in the
beginning. He made all things…His Life was the Light
for men.” (John 1:1-3a & 4b)

_________________

Connect with Life
1. On the chalkboard, write the words introduce (verb)
and introduction (noun). Question the class to see if
anyone knows the meaning of these words. Lead them to
define an introduction as a way to help a person or group
get to know someone new. Demonstrate by introducing
yourself, someone new in the class, or a person unknown
to the group. Mention that you can also introduce a new
subject or idea that you want to talk about (for example,
you have just “introduced” these new words to the
class). Comment that in this lesson there are three
introductions of Jesus that you will point out as they
come up.

Guide the Study
2. Announce that this lesson begins a 13-week study of
the Gospel of John. Identify John as one of the four
gospels, or books of the Bible that tell the story of the
life of Jesus. Relate that each of these gospels tells the
story of Jesus a little bit differently and that John talks
more than the other gospels about how Jesus is both God
and man. Use the Introduction to John at the beginning

of the Study Guide to further describe John’s purpose in
writing the gospel.
3. Observe that the first introduction of Jesus is found in
the first part of the Bible text. State that John, the writer
of the Gospel of John, gives his introduction of Jesus.
Select a class member to read John 1:1-5 aloud. Note
that the name “Jesus” does not appear in the passage but
that the Person of Jesus is identified as “Word” or
“Light.” Point out that “in the beginning” (verse 2) is
the very same phrase used in Genesis 1:1 when God
created the heavens and the earth. Recall the strong
power in the Word of God when He said, “…’Let there
be light,’ and there was light. God saw that the light was
good” (Genesis 1:3b-4a). Emphasize that Jesus (the
Word) was present with God in the very beginning, that
He was One with God, and that He had a part in the
Creation. Refer to the “Memory Verse,” and the word
“divine” in the Word List. Expand the definition of
divine, explaining that it can mean “of God, from God,
or like God.” Compare this definition with elements of
the Memory Verse to confirm that Jesus was indeed
divine.
4. Preface the next part of the study by stressing that we
will study two different men named John in this lesson,
(1) John, who wrote the Gospel of John and (2) John the
Baptist. Remark that in the next part of the Bible text,
John, the gospel writer, wrote about John the Baptist.
Identify this as the second introduction of Jesus. Indicate
that after John the gospel writer gave his own
introduction of Jesus, he began to tell the story of John
the Baptist. Request a volunteer from the class to read
the first paragraph (the untitled introduction) from the
Study Guide. Then, inform the class that you will read
that part of the Bible text that tells how John the Baptist
introduced Jesus. Ask them to follow in the Bible text as
you read, beginning with John 1:6-9. Pause after verse 9
and request a class member to read “The Word, Life, and
Light” from the Study Guide.
5. Continue the story of John the Baptist, reading next
John 1:10-12. Pause again after verse 12 and use “The
Gift rejected” for brief explanatory comments. Then
proceed to read John 1:15-18. Direct class members to
glance over the section titled “John the Baptist.” Allow
a few moments for silent reading of the passage, and
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then proceed to read the final segment of Bible text about
John the Baptist, John 1:29-36. Touch briefly on the
section “John meets Jesus” in the Study Guide, then say:
Here is an interesting thought, and present this scenario:
John the Baptist and Jesus were apparently related (their
mothers were cousins according to Luke 1:36). Maybe
John the Baptist already knew Jesus before seeing him at
this time, but only as a family member. Then, when the
Holy Spirit came down on Jesus “as a dove” and
“stayed on Him,” John the Baptist suddenly recognized
Jesus - not as a cousin, but as the Christ of God sent to
save the world!

Page 8

chalkboard and place a small, heavy dot or very short
line at the right end to represent man’s time on earth as
compared to the longer line as God’s time, or eternity.

Guide the Study

6. Reveal that the third introduction of Jesus is found in
the last part of the Bible text. Let a class member read
John 1:43-45. Use the Study Guide section “Jesus picks
His disciples” to depict how some of those who had
followed John the Baptist recognized Jesus as Christ and
began to follow Him.

• The Word: Remark that the Gospel of John uses “the
Word” in John 1:1 when the writer begins telling about
the life of Jesus. Explain that “the Word” was a term
both the Jews and people who were not Jews would
have known and recognized from its use in the Old
Testament and other writings. Suggest that the name
Jesus at that time would not have been identified with
God. Lead to the conclusion that John, in writing his
Gospel, began with a term that was familiar to most
people of that time until he could properly introduce
Jesus as the Christ all the Jewish people were awaiting.

Encourage Application

Encourage Application

7. Use the Memory Verse to reemphasize that: (1) Jesus
is One with God, (2) Jesus has been with God from the
beginning, and (3) God made Himself known to us by
sending Jesus to bring God’s light into the world of
darkness.
8. Review the three introductions of Jesus: (1) by John,
the writer of the Gospel of John, (2) by John the Baptist,
and (3) by Andrew and Philip to their family and friends.
Then ask: To whom will you introduce Jesus?

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
• God’s Time: Question the class about time - what it is,
who created it, when it began, when it will end, and what
its purpose is. Stir up a lively discussion to explore the
meanings of time and eternity. Lead them to recognize
that God created the natural divisions of time (days,
months, and seasons) when He created the world, but
that man gave them names or numbers and broke them
down into hours, minutes, and seconds. Explain that
God’s time (eternity) is different from man’s time. To
illustrate this difference, draw a long line across the

• Recognizing Jesus: Reread John 1:10-12 from the
Bible text. Refer back also to “The Gift Rejected” in the
Study Guide. Impress upon the class that (1) Jesus, with
God and as God, made the world but the world did not
know Him (v. 10); (2) Jesus came as a Jew to the Jewish
people, but they did not recognize Him as the Christ for
Whom they waited (v.11); and (3) those who did honor
Jesus as the Christ, whether or not they were Jewish,
and who put their trust in His Name, became the
children of God (v. 12). Suggest that each class member
read the last paragraph of the Study Guide under “Jesus
Picks His Disciples” and answer the questions raised
there.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 2: Searching for Real Life

Lesson Focus
Real life comes from being “born from above” through
belief in Jesus as God’s Son.

Focal Text
John 3:1-16

Background Text
John 3

Memory Verse
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.
Whoever puts his trust in God’s Son will not be lost but
will have life that lasts forever.” (John 3:16)
_________________

Connect with Life
1. Write the lesson title on the board. Underline the last
two words. Engage the class in a discussion about real
life, asking questions like: What is real life? What does
one do to have real life? Does being happy mean you
have real life? Do you already have real life? Are you
looking for real life? If anyone correctly answers with
something akin to the lesson focus listed above, simply
thank that person for teaching the class today but
politely continue for the benefit of those who may still
be searching for real life. If not, indicate that we will just
look into the Bible to see what it can tell us about real
life.
2. Comment that today’s lesson is about a man who was
already a wealthy and successful leader, but who was
still “Searching for Real Life,” pointing to the lesson
title on the board. Briefly review the “Word List”
definitions in the Study Guide.

Guide the Study
3. Recall that last week we learned about introductions.
Question the class about what an introduction is and lead
them to define it as helping a person or group get to
know someone or something new. Remind them of the
three introductions to Jesus in last week’s lesson by John
the gospel writer, by John the Baptist, and by the new
followers of Jesus to their families and friends. Inform
the class that this week we will introduce an important
man in Jerusalem named Nicodemus - the one
mentioned earlier (Step 2) who was still looking for real
life.
4. Call on a class member to read John 3:1-2 from the
Bible text. Then instruct class members to read the text
under the subtitle “Nicodemus” in the Study Guide.
Request that, as they find anything new about
Nicodemus mentioned in the Study Guide, to read it
aloud. On the board, summarize the things they name to
produce a list including perhaps: wealthy, provided
expensive spices for Jesus’ burial, was a Pharisee, was
important and successful, studied the Law, obeyed the
Law, was very religious, kept thinking up new laws,
recognized that Jesus had God’s power, came to Jesus
secretly at night.
5. Allow a teaching assistant or class member to read
John 3:3-8. Explain that another way of saying: you must
be born again is to say: you must be born from above
which makes it easier to understand. Use “Nicodemus
had questions” from the Study Guide to comment on
each paragraph. For the third paragraph, suggest that
doctors and hospitals can help people like the lesson
writer, who have serious illnesses, to have longer lives in
this world, but only God can give them the real life that
lasts forever.
6. State that: Nicodemus had questions. Then refer to
the next heading in the study guide, “We have
questions.” Permit a class member to read the first two
paragraphs of that section. Then either allow class
members to read Numbers 21:4-9 from their own Bibles
or relate the story in brief yourself. Next, read John 3:916 aloud as class members follow in the Bible text. Use
the remainder of the section “We have questions” (after
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the first two paragraphs) for closing comments.
7. Involve the class in responding to the questions under
“Things to think about.”

Encourage Application
8. Review Nicodemus’ situation and reason for coming
to meet Jesus secretly at night. Recall that he was a
wealthy and successful member of the Sanhedrin, a
religious and political leader who helped make (and who
kept) the Law of the Jewish people. Point out that he had
much to lose if the other Pharisees found out what he had
done. Emphasize that he was searching for the truth,
though, and was willing to take the risk to learn about
real life.
9. To give an evangelistic emphasis to this lesson, ask:
Are you searching for real life? Read and then repeat the
lesson focus printed at the beginning of this teaching
guide.
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Jesus in the darkness of night. You may have them work
together as a class or in small groups to list the usual
five elements (or parts of) news (Who, What, When,
Where and Why) about the secret meeting of
Nicodemus with Jesus. Allow them to use all of the
Study Guide and Bible text for research. Provide writing
materials for groups to make a list, or list on the board,
points that might be used in writing a news story. If
done in group settings, allow time for each group to
report their findings.

Encourage Application
• Memory Verse: After Step 7, lead the class in reading
John 3:16. Then write the verse in five sections with
each section on a separate line:
“For God so loved the world
that He gave His only Son.
Whoever puts his trust in God’s Son
will not be lost
but will have life that lasts forever.”
Lead the class in reciting the verse line by line several
times.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
• Role Play: If you are fortunate enough to have three
gifted actors in your class, involve them in a role play of
Nicodemus’ meeting with Jesus by simply creating a
“script” from the Scriptures. Assign the roles of narrator,
Nicodemus, and Jesus. Use the entire Bible text, John 3:1
-16, and highlight each part on a separate copy of the
Bible text for the actors to use as their script.

Guide the Study
• Nicodemus: The name Nicodemus may be difficult for
some class members to pronounce. If so, suggest that
they just call him “Nick.’ And for a little fun, explain to
them that this is his nickname.
• Reporting the News: Comment that the meeting
between Nicodemus and Jesus would have been big news
if there had been newspapers in that day. Suggest that
they act as reporters for the Jerusalem Star newspaper
who learned that Nicodemus was secretly going to meet
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 3: Meeting the Savior of the World

Lesson Focus
Jesus offers Himself and His way to all who will receive
Him, whatever their life circumstances.

Focal Text
John 4:1-30, 39-42

Background Text
John 4:1-42

Memory Verse
“Whoever drinks the water that I will give him will
never be thirsty. The water that I will give him will
become in him a well of life that lasts forever.” (John
4:14)
_________________

Connect with Life
1. Provide a pitcher of cool water and a supply of paper
cups. As class members arrive, ask if they are thirsty and
offer them a refreshing cup of water. Engage in small
talk about water and how important it is to life, how
fortunate we are to have water piped into our homes and
available just about everywhere we go, how people in
past years had to get their water from wells or streams
sometimes long distances away, etc. Try to bring new
arrivals into the conversation by explaining that you and
those who arrived earlier had just been talking about
how important water was, etc.
2. To begin the class time, announce that (surprise!) we
will be talking this morning about water. Refer
immediately to the “Memory Verse” in the Study Guide.
Request a volunteer to read the verse aloud from the
Study Guide.

Guide the Study
3. Recall last week’s lesson in which we were introduced
to Nicodemus, a very important and successful man - a
Pharisee. State that this week we will learn about a
person who was the exact opposite of Nicodemus, a
woman in a country the Jews hated who did not have a
happy life. Note that her name is not even mentioned as
Nicodemus’ name was. Provide background information
from “Samaria” in the Study Guide, “Samaritans” under
“Additional Teaching Ideas” in this teaching guide, or
from other resources to describe the country and people
of Samaria and why the Jews usually avoided going
there.
4. Ask a class member to read John 4:1-9 from the Bible
text. Continue to refer to the “Samaria” section in the
Study Guide and comment further to make these points:
(1) the story took place at Jacob’s well, an important site
in Jewish history, (2) the woman came to the well at
noon, the hottest time of the day, to avoid meeting other
women there, (3) Jesus was tired, thirsty, and apparently
hungry, just like any other human would have been,
(4) men in that country did not usually speak to women
except in their homes, and (5) Jews would not usually
speak to Samaritans. Comment that even with many
barriers between them, Jesus helped the woman
understand that she was important to God.
5. Request a class member to read John 4:10-15 from the
Bible text. Refer to the section titled “Why?” in the
Study Guide. Remark that the woman, as she and Jesus
talked, must have had many questions beginning with
“why”, or perhaps with “who”, “what”, or “how”. Invite
the class members to try and think like this woman and
to ask some of the questions she may have been asking
herself. Lead them to raise such questions as “Why is
this Jewish man talking to me, a Samaritan woman?,”
“How does He know so much about me?,” or “Why is
He here alone at Jacob’s well in the hottest part of the
day?” Encourage the class to look in both the Bible text
(verses 10-15) and under the section “Why?” in the
Study Guide for ideas. Write at least the first few
questions on the board as they are mentioned. Then ask:
What questions do you have about this meeting between
Jesus and the woman at the well? Take time, if possible,
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to define and give examples of the words sympathy and
embarrass from the “Word List” in the Study Guide.
6. Read John 4:16-30, 39-42 yourself, as it is a lengthy
passage. Comment only briefly, along the lines of “Jesus
is the One” in the Study Guide.

Encourage Application
7. Call attention to the “Things to Think About” section
of the Study Guide. Request opinions about the two
questions of Item 1, then acknowledge that we do not
really know the answers to either question. Request a
volunteer to read Item 2. Comment that one woman, who
was not liked by all the other women of the town,
introduced Jesus to the people of the town of Sycar.
Ask: …And what happened? Lead the class to
answer: Many people from the town of Sycar were saved!
Encourage each class member to be like this woman, to
go out and tell the whole town about Jesus.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
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Guide the Study
• Map Study: Use a large map of Israel during Jesus’
lifetime to identify Judea, Samaria, Galilee, and the
usual route of Jewish travelers to Galilee through the
eastern part of Perea. Locate Sycar, if possible, and
trace the possible route Jesus took on His way to
Galilee. If a large map is not available, use a small map
from the back of your Bible or a Bible atlas to draw a
rough map on a poster board.
• Samaritans: The country of Samaria was between
Jerusalem and Galilee, west of the Jordan River. It was
part of the northern kingdom until it fell in battle to
Assyria in 722 B. C. The Assyrians moved the Jewish
leaders out and brought other people into the country.
The Samaritans became a people of mixed marriages
and mixed religions, and the Jews thought they were no
longer clean and pure like themselves. They thought of
them as unclean or “dirty” in God’s eyes. So the Jews
and the Samaritans came to hate each other. Most Jews
going to Galilee no longer traveled through Samaria, but
took the long way around by going east across the
Jordan River, north through Perea, and then back to the
west into Galilee.

Connect with Life

Encourage Application

• Barriers: Set a small table or a couple of folding chairs
partially across the doorway into the classroom, leaving
just enough space for members of the class to get by.
Write the word “barrier” on a piece of poster board or
paper and tape it to the table or chairs. As class members
step around this obstacle, explain that a barrier is
something that gets in the way and keeps you from
moving forward. Note that the word “barrier” is used
several times in the lesson today so that you wanted to be
sure they knew what it meant.

• Recall: As the lesson comes to an end, request a
volunteer to retell the story of Jesus and the woman at
the well. Encourage this person to tell the story from
memory, if possible, but allow her or him to look at the
Bible text or Study Guide if that would be helpful. Or,
permit classmates to help with the story or to add details
not mentioned by the volunteer.

• ESL Ministry: If your church has an English-as-aSecond Language (ESL) ministry, use the opening
comments in the Study Guide to inform class members
of this opportunity to study the English language. You
may want to enlist the person who heads up the ESL
program to give a brief talk on the ministry.

• Attitude: Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan
woman is a model of personal evangelism. Question the
class about what they learned from the story about
sharing their faith in Jesus. Lead them in particular to
bring out Jesus’ attitude toward the woman and how He
spoke to her with an attitude of love, kindness,
helpfulness, understanding, and sympathy.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 4: Honoring the Son

Lesson Focus
Jesus‟ claim on our lives is more important than the rules
of men.

Focal Text
John 5:1-24

Background Text
John 5

Memory Verse
“For sure, I tell you, anyone who hears My Word and
puts his trust in Him Who sent Me has life that lasts
forever.” (John 5:24a)
_________________

Connect with Life
1. Write the word “honor” on the board. Remark that the
Bible tells us to honor our father and mother and the title
of this lesson speaks of “Honoring the Son.” Ask what it
means to honor someone. Accept responses and use
them to define honor as: to lift up; to show favor,
support, or respect for; or to give glory to. Either
introduce the words defined in the “Word List” now or
plan to define them as necessary when they are
encountered in the lesson.
2. Determine how many class members are under 38
years of age and how many are older than that. Observe
that the man we will be talking about today had been
sick and had not been able to walk for 38 years.
Compare this to the ages of the class members, noting
that those under 38 have not even lived as long as this
man had been sick.

Guide the Study
3. Recall that in last week‟s lesson, Jesus was in Samaria
on His way from Jerusalem to Galilee. Remind the class
of the meeting of Jesus with the woman at the well. State

that Jesus then went on to Galilee and had a short time of
ministry there (John 4:43-54). Remark that in today‟s
lesson, we find Jesus back in Jerusalem. Direct class
members to follow in the printed Bible text as one of
them reads John 5:1-4. Tell class members to form a
picture of this scene in their minds, perhaps rereading
parts of verses 2-4 to help them do this. Help them to
visualize the scene of all the sick people beside the quiet
waters, then suddenly the waters begin to bubble or swirl
and the blind, crippled and hurting people rush, all at the
same time, to be first in the water.
4. Read or relate in your own words the second, third,
and fourth paragraphs under “What do you want from
God?” in the Study Guide. Stress that these people were
superstitious and that the waters really had no healing
power. Then ask someone to read John 5:5-9 from the
Bible text. Call attention to the fact that this healing
occurred on “the Day of Rest,” the Jewish Sabbath
(verse 9b). Follow up by reading or commenting on
selected parts of “What do you want from God?”
beginning with the 5th paragraph and following.
5. Summarize the situation: (1) the man believed in the
superstition that he would be healed if he could be the
first one into the water, (2) he knew that he could not get
to the water in time to be first, (3) he had no hope to be
healed, (4) but Jesus healed him. Then ask: If this had
been you, would you not have wanted to know who this
man was who had made you well after so may years of
sickness…and would you not at least have said ‘thank
you’ to him before leaving? Continue: But this man, sick
and lame for 38 years and then suddenly healed by a
miracle, just got up, took his bed, and walked away.
Then remark with an expression of amazement: But
listen to what happened next!
6. Let someone read John 5:10-15 from the Bible text.
Then advise the class to follow along as you read from
“Healing and hatred” in the Study Guide. Read the first
two paragraphs of that section. Review the situation: (1)
the man that Jesus healed did not honor Jesus for healing
him but instead put the blame on Jesus for making him
work on the Day of Rest, (2) it was then Jesus Who was
in trouble with the Pharisees, (3) the Pharisees were not
happy that this man, one of their fellow Jews, had been
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healed by a miracle of God, but (4) they were instead
angry that one of their rules had been broken.
7. Read John 5:16-24, encouraging class members to
read along silently in the Bible text. Use the final four
paragraphs of “Healing and hatred” from the Study
Guide for commentary on the passage.

Encourage Application
8. Review the “Things to Think About” in the Study
Guide. When finished, say: Here’s something else to
think about. Ask: Are you walking away from Jesus as
the lame man did in today’s Bible reading? Encourage
them not to turn their backs on Jesus but to trust in Him
and begin “Honoring the Son” instead.
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in Mark‟s story who because of his faith had his sins
forgiven. Stress that every person has a choice to walk
away from Jesus or to honor Jesus as the Son of God
and receive life that lasts forever.
• Healing: Note that during Jesus‟ lifetime there were no
doctors and hospitals as we know them today. Compare
the lesson writer‟s experience with cancer (described
under “What Do You Want from God?” in the Study
Guide) to that of the sick and lame man in today‟s
lesson. Ask: Which is the greater miracle?

Encourage Application

• Memory Work: Write the „Memory Verse” on the
board or poster board, as follows: For sure, I tell you,
anyone who hears My Word and puts his trust in Him
Who sent Me has life that lasts forever. Inform the
class that the bold print is words that refer to God or
Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Jesus, and that the underlined print applies to you or me.
(You can use different colors of chalk or marker pens,
CAPITAL or lower case letters, or any other scheme to
Connect with Life
identify the different emphases). First, read the verse
• Superstition: Ask two or three class members if they are yourself, speaking boldly where there is bold print and
normally otherwise. Let individuals try reading it the
superstitious. Refer to the “Word List” definition in the
Study Guide and observe that many superstitions have to same way, or lead the entire class in doing so. Make the
message clear that this is Jesus speaking with his Goddo with things that bring good luck, bad luck, or that
given authority telling us that by trusting in Jesus as
make your wishes come true. Give examples such as
God‟s Son we can have eternal life.
finding a four-leaf clover or horseshoe or knocking on
wood that are supposed to bring good luck. For bad luck
mention a black cat crossing your path or breaking a
mirror (that results in seven years of bad luck). State that
some superstitions have a cute rhyme; such as, “Touch
blue and your wish will come true,” or “See a penny,
pick it up. All day long you‟ll have good luck.” Explain
that most people today use these sayings in fun and don‟t
really believe them. Assure them that many years ago,
however, people really did believe in superstitious
things, as did the sick people by the pool in today‟s
lesson who thought they could be magically healed.

Guide the Study
• Two Lame Men: Conduct a comparison of the lame
man in today‟s lesson with the one in Mark 2:1-12. Read
from the New Life Version or any other simple English
version of the Bible the story in Mark‟s gospel. Then
make a comparison of the two men, the one in today‟s
lesson who simply walked away from Jesus and the man
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 5: Relying on Our Only Hope

Lesson Focus
Jesus‟ provision for people‟s immediate needs signifies
that He can supply their greatest need, spiritual life that
comes through relationship with Him.

Focal Text
John 6:1-15, 25-35, 48-51, 66-69

Background Text
John 6

Memory Verse
“Jesus said to them, „This is the work of God, that you
put your trust in the One He has sent.‟”
(John 6:29)
_________________

Connect with Life
1. Tell a story about a time you smelled the aroma of
baking bread. If you don‟t have your own story, read the
one told by the lesson writer at the beginning of the
Study Guide. After relating the story, describe how
bread has always been the main food for many people
around the world. Using the word rely from the “Word
List” in the Study Guide, state that people around the
world rely on bread for food.
2. Describe how Jesus is out in an open field at the foot
of a mountain near the Sea of Galilee. Explain that a
large crowd of several thousand people had followed
Him there, but that the crowd was hungry and had
nothing to eat. State that Jesus wanted to feed them. Ask:
But how could He possibly feed all those people?
Suggest that we look at the lesson to see how Jesus
handled the problem.

Guide the Study
3. Tell the class to listen carefully to that story as you
read it from John 6:1-15. After the reading, divide the
class into four groups, provide pencils and paper for
notes, and make these assignments:

Jesus Group. Use John 6:1-15 from the Bible
text and “Jesus feeds the five thousand” in the Study
Guide. Make a list of what you learned about Jesus, what
He wanted to do; what He did; how He felt, etc.
(Possible answers: He was tired. He wanted to teach and
be alone with the disciples. He had sympathy for the
crowd. He wanted to help the people understand about
God.)
Disciples Group. Use John 6:1-15 from the
Bible text and “Jesus feeds the five thousand” in the
Study Guide. Make a list of what you learned about the
disciples, what they did, what they needed. how they
helped Jesus, etc. (Possible answers: They went up and
sat on a mountain with Jesus. They did what Jesus told
them to do. Philip came from the town of Bethsaida.
Philip told Jesus they didn‟t have enough money to buy
bread. Andrew found a boy with a small lunch. They all
helped to feed the crowd and pick up the pieces.)
Crowd Group. Use John 6:1-15 from the Bible
text and “Jesus feeds the five thousand” in the Study
Guide. Make a list of things you learned about the
crowd, why they followed Jesus, how they felt, how
many were in the crowd, who they thought Jesus was,
etc. (Possible answers: There were 5,000 men, not
counting the women and children. Some may have been
going to the Feast of the Passover in Jerusalem. They
saw the powerful works Jesus did healing people. They
were tired and hungry. They did what Jesus told them to
do. They thought Jesus was a great prophet (maybe the
Messiah). They wanted to make Jesus their King.)
Little Boy Group. Use John 6:1-15 from the
Bible text and “Jesus feeds the five thousand” in the
Study Guide. Make a list of things you learned about the
little boy in this story, who he was; if anyone was with
him, what he brought with him, how he helped Jesus,
how he may have felt about Jesus taking his lunch and
feeding all the people. (Possible answers: We do not
know if anyone was with him. He had some bread and
fish with him. He probably came from a poor family. He
let Jesus have his lunch to feed the crowd.)
Allow 8-10 minutes for the groups to work on
their lists, then call for a volunteer from each group to
report on their findings. NOTE: The “possible answers”
in parenthesis are for the teacher‟s benefit and should not
be included on the group assignment sheets.
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4. Briefly summarize John 6:16-24 from the background
material to explain how Jesus slipped away from the
crowd in the darkness of night and walked on the water
to join His disciples in the boat and return to Capernaum
on the other side of the lake.
5. Request a class member to read John 6:25-29. Explain
that we are pausing in the middle of this group of verses
because verse 6:29 is the “Memory Verse.” Reread the
verse, reading each of the four phrases separately. Invite
two or three volunteers to read the verse phrase by phrase
as you did.
6. Resume reading the Bible text by asking another class
member to read John 6:30-35. Observe that in verses 2535, Jesus is talking about two different kinds of hunger.
Direct the class to look under “Bread for the soul” in the
Study Guide to identify the two types of hunger. Help
them as needed to identify (1) physical hunger, or hunger
of the body, and (2) spiritual hunger; hunger of the heart,
mind, and soul as the two kinds of hunger.
7. Advise the class that after verse 35, Jesus began to
teach some hard things for the Jews to understand.
Indicate that they began to grumble and talk against
Jesus. Continue that thought by reading John 6:66-69.
Have a class member read “The words of life” from the
Study Guide. Use the “Word List” definition to explain
the meaning of confessed.

Encourage Application
8. Remark that Simon Peter, always quick to speak his
mind, answered Jesus, saying “You are the Son of the
Living God” (John 6:69b). Assert that Peter relied on
Jesus. Ask: Do you rely on Him as your Only Hope?

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Guide the Study
• Bread: Provide this information concerning the
importance of bread in the Middle East: Bread was such
an important part of life in the area where Jesus grew up
and lived that “to eat bread” was often used to mean
eating a meal. Wealthy people ate bread made of wheat,
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but poor people usually made their bread with barley.
Thus, the boy with five loaves of barley bread probably
came from a poor family. The bread dough was cooked
on heated stones or metal plates and had to be turned
over to be cooked on both sides. The bread was made in
small, round loaves that looked something like
pancakes.
• Bread Shortage: Do the math on how much bread was
needed to feed the crowd of people in this story: The
boy in the story had five small loaves of bread,
presumably enough for one meal. If five loaves would
feed one person, then it would take 25,000 such loaves
to feed the 5,000 men. An equal number of women and
children would double the need to 50,000 loaves. And
Jesus fed them all with five loaves and two small fish,
with food left over!

Encourage Application
• Daily Bread: Ask class members to turn in their Bibles
to Matthew 6:9-13. Explain that this was a prayer that
Jesus used to teach His disciples how to pray. Point out
that this prayer tells how to honor God, confess our sin,
and ask God for the bread we need to live on. Read the
prayer from your Bible, slightly stressing “Give us the
bread we need today” (or however it is worded in your
Bible) to close the session.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 6: Believing in Jesus as the Resurrection and the Life

Lesson Focus
Jesus provides eternal life, including the overcoming of
physical death, to everyone who believes in Him.

Focal Text
John 11:1-13, 17-27, 38-44

Background Text
John 11

Memory Verse
“Jesus said to her, „I am the One Who raises the dead
and gives them life. Anyone who puts his trust in Me
will live again, even if he dies.‟ ” (John 11:25)
_________________

Connect with Life
1. Begin the class with the question: Do you have a very
close friend, someone you love as if he or she is like a
brother or sister to you? If you wish, describe a friend
like this that you have, as an example. Encourage
members of the class to tell about any good friends they
have. Ask follow-up questions about where they met,
how they became such close friends, what they have in
common, and how long they have been friends.
2. Comment that Jesus had such a friend and that his
name was Lazarus. Elaborate further, saying that
Lazarus had two sisters, Mary and Martha, and that they
too were close friends of Jesus. Explain that Mary,
Martha, and Lazarus treated Jesus like a member of their
family. Relate that Lazarus lived with His sisters in
Bethany, about two miles away from Jerusalem, and that
Jesus may have stayed in their home when He visited
Jerusalem.

Guide the Study
3. Read John 11:1-6 to the class but, for continuity, omit
“A man named…” and begin reading with
“…Lazarus was sick.” Question the class about why
Jesus waited two days to go and be with His friends.
Allow time for one or two responses, and then ask class
members to look at the last two paragraphs under “When
God waits” in the Study Guide. Explain that the time
was not right for Jesus to do a miracle (see “Word List”)
that would prove He had the power and glory of God,
and that He needed to perform this miracle in His own
chosen time.
4. Return to the Bible text, and let a class member read
John 11:7-13. Explain that, in Jesus‟ day, “fallen
asleep” had two meanings, (1) asleep and resting, or (2)
dead. Say that the disciples at first thought Lazarus was
just asleep and resting to get over his sickness, but that
Jesus somehow knew Lazarus had already “fallen
asleep” and was dead. Describe also the danger awaiting
Jesus if He crossed back over the Jordan River and went
to Jerusalem where the angry Pharisees wanted to kill
Him.
5. Provide a quick synopsis of background verses 14-16.
Describe how Jesus told the disciples Lazarus was dead
and urged them to go with Him to Lazarus‟ home.
Explain that Thomas and the other disciples agreed to
go, but thought for sure they would die there with Jesus.
Let someone read John 11:17-21. Point out that the
section of the Study Guide that goes with these verses
asks the question “Will Lazarus live again?” Ask: What
do you think?
6. From the Bible text, read John 11:22-27 to the class.
Refer again to the Study Guide section “Will Lazarus
live again?” Enlist a class member to read that section
of the Study Guide. Single out the word “invitation” and
state that when Jesus asks us to put our trust in Him, He
is giving us an invitation to join the family of God.
7. Advise the class that you will read the last part of the
Bible text, John 11:38-44. Direct them to follow along
in the Study Guide and to listen for anything about Jesus
that tells us He is either human, like us, or divine, like
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God. Tell class members to also look in the Study Guide
under “Hope again” for these things. Help them as
needed to identify Jesus‟ human feelings (“sad heart” in
verse 38 or “He wept” in the Study Guide) and His
divine power in bringing Lazarus back to physical life
(verses 43-44). Note that Martha knew Lazarus would
have life that lasts forever (eternal life) but she did not
think it was possible for him to come back to real life
after being dead.

Encourage Application
8. Direct attention to the “Memory Verse” in the Study
Guide. To tie this verse to the lesson title, explain first
that the Bible text in the Study Guide is written in very
simple English. Point out that in most English Bibles for
verse 25 (the “Memory Verse”), Jesus says, “I am the
Resurrection and the Life.” Write that on the
chalkboard. Directly below it, write the New Life
Version used in the Bible Text, “I am the One Who
raises the dead and gives them life.” Refer also to the
definition of resurrection in the “Word List” in the
Study Guide. Mention that this word will be used more
in later lessons and that they should try to remember its
meaning. You may want to note that when the first letter
is capitalized (Resurrection), the word refers to Jesus‟
return to life after His death on the cross; otherwise, it is
spelled with all lower-case letters (resurrection).
9. Involve the class in an exercise to learn the “Memory
Verse.” Suggest that one of the best ways to learn a
verse is to break it down into “bite-sized” parts. Read
the verse by phrase, as follows: Jesus said to her, I am
the One Who raises the dead and gives them life.
Anyone who puts his trust in me will live again, even if
he dies. (You might want to suggest that they underline
the phrases as you read them one by one.) Request two
or three volunteers to read it in the same manner, phrase
by phrase. Then allow the entire class to read it together
normally. Finally, recall the very close friends we talked
about at the beginning of the lesson (Step 1). Urge class
members to tell these friends about Jesus and invite them
to this class.
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Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
• Friends: Let someone read the first three paragraphs of
“When God waits” in the Study Guide as a way to
introduce the close friendship of Jesus and Lazarus.
• Life that Lasts Forever: Use the introduction to this
lesson in the Study Guide to illustrate how someone
who trusts in Jesus as the Christ can expect new life
with God after death. Request a volunteer from the
class to read the story. Or read the story yourself but
underscore the fact that it is the lesson writer‟s daughter
who has the cancer.

Guide the Study
• Match Game: Use the words in the “Word List” to
make a match game. Words from the previous lesson or
two may also be included to encourage recall of those
words. Before class time, prepare enough game sheets
for each class member to have one. On the left side of
the sheet, list the words defined. On the right side, list
the definitions of the words but in scrambled order. Use
the standard format wherein the words are identified by
numbers and definitions by a lower-case letter. Then
class members may write the appropriate letter in the
blank beside its matching definition. Offer a small
prize, if you wish, to the first person to correctly match
the words with their definitions.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 7: Practice Love Beyond the Limits

Lesson Focus
In following Jesus, we are to allow Jesus’ love to so
permeate our lives that we embody it in out relationships
with others.

Focal Text
John 13:1-17, 34-35

Background Text
John 13

Memory Verse
“I give you a new law. You are to love each other. You
must love each other as I have loved you.” (John 13:34)
_________________

Connect with Life
1. To begin the lesson, recite the “Memory Verse.”
Explain how that was what Jesus told His disciples as He
was preparing for the time of His death. Quote the verse
again and then lead the class in reading it in unison a
time or two.
2. Call attention to the lesson title, “Practice Love
Beyond the Limits.” Examine the meaning of the key
words in the title: To practice is to do something over
and over or to try it again and again. Beyond means to
go as far as you can and then go a little farther. And
limits are those points or lines at the very end or edge of
something. Suggest then that to “practice love beyond
the limits” means that we should love all we can and
then to love even more. Advise the class that that is the
kind of love Jesus wanted His followers to have. Stress
that it is God’s kind of love - divine love.

Guide the Study
3. Announce that we begin a new unit of study today
called “Jesus’ Farewell Message to His Disciples.”
Point out that the introduction simplifies this to say that

Jesus was saying goodbye to His twelve followers.
Present this scenario: (1) Jesus was getting the disciples
ready to carry on His work after He had gone back to be
with God. (2) The raising of Lazarus from the dead in
last week’s lesson introduced to the disciples the idea of
resurrection that Jesus would soon experience Himself,
and (3) Jesus wanted to teach the disciples how to love
God and love one another.
4. Permit a class member to read John 13:1-5 from the
Bible text. After the reading, repeat the main points:
(1) It was before the special religious gathering, or
Passover, (2) It was time for Jesus to return to be with
God, (3) Jesus and the disciples were having supper
together, (4) Judas already had in mind that he would
hand Jesus over to the Jewish leaders, and (5) Jesus
began to wash the feet of the disciples. Ask: Why do you
think Jesus did that? Allow responses, and then explain
that the answer can be found in the first section title in
the Study Guide. Confirm that it was “An act of love,”
and that He was trying to teach the disciples that they
should love one another.
5. Ask someone to read just the first paragraph under
“An act of love.” Identify the word character as one of
the words defined in the “Word List.” Let a volunteer
read the definition aloud. Remark that your name tells
who you are but your character tells what you are.
Involve the class in listing some things that make up a
person’s character. On the board, write headings of
Good Character and Bad Character. Give an example or
two of each and then lead them to list such traits as love,
honor, truth, humble, caring, honest, kind, helpful,
thoughtful, etc. on the good character side and hate,
lying, cheating, rude, bragging, proud, self-centered,
mean, etc. on the bad side. Make the point that Jesus
had all the qualities of good character but none of bad
character.
6. Remind the class of how Jesus had made Himself like
a servant and started to wash the feet of His disciples.
Immediately begin reading John 13:6-11 from the Bible
text. Use the section, “Peter says no!” in the Study
Guide to comment on the custom of washing the feet of
guests, Peter’s reluctance and then faithful submission,
and the comparison of feet washing to baptism. Instruct

JOHN –The Word Became Flesh • Unit 2 • Lesson 7: Practice Love Beyond Limits

class members to turn their chairs to form buzz groups of
three or four persons and to try to answer Question 3
under “Things to Think About” in the Study Guide.
Lead them to understand that Peter and the other
disciples saw Jesus as their teacher (a respected position
in Jewish society) and leader, thought that He would
become their king, and did not think it right for Him to
do the job of a servant.
7. Recall verse 2 which states that Judas was already
planning to betray Jesus. Note that “betrayed” is defined
in the paragraph as “turn Him over to the Jewish
leaders”. Tie that to verses 10b and 11 which do not
mention his name but make it clear that he is the one
Jesus says is not clean. Indicate that the disciples were
still having a hard time understanding what Jesus was
telling them.

Encourage Application
8. Let someone read John 13:12-17 from the Bible text.
As commentary, read or relate in your own words the
content of “The message” in the Study Guide.
9. Announce that we are now back to where we started—
with the “Memory Verse.” Refer to the last two verses
of the Bible text. Read again verse 34 as the “Memory
Verse.” Pause and say: We are to “Practice Love
Beyond the Limits,” as our lesson title says. Then add
that Jesus says (reading verse 35): If you love each other,
all men will know you are My followers.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
• Change: Write the word “change” on the board. Guide
the class through a short discussion of change with
leading questions: What is change? Is change good or
bad? What has changed in your life lately (new job, new
car, new house, new baby, promotion at work)?
Conclude the discussion by announcing that today’s
lesson begins a study of the changes in Jesus’ life as the
time came near for His life on earth to end.
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Guide the Study
• Washing of Feet: Present the need for a person’s feet
to be washed thusly: The soil in Bible lands was dry and
dusty. There were no sidewalks or paved roads. People
wore sandals so that their feet got covered with dust
when they traveled. Thus, washing the feet often was
necessary for comfort and health. When someone came
to your door to visit, therefore, you were expected to see
that the visitor’s feet were washed. That was as
important as to feed them or give them a place to rest.
Washing of the feet was usually something a servant
did.
• Homework: Advise the class that there is not always
enough time during class to read everything in the Study
Guide. Encourage them to always take the Study Guide
home with them and to read it there. Suggest that when
they have questions about the lesson, they write them
down and ask about them during class the next week.

Encourage Application
• Love: To review the teachings of this lesson, ask a
volunteer to read, “A new Law” from the Study Guide.
Remind the class that Jesus set an example for the
disciples and us of how we should all love and serve
one another. Urge them to look for opportunities to
show this kind of love to others in their lives.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 8: Rest in Truth

Lesson Focus
Jesus offers assurance that we are not alone and that He
will provide for us forever.

Focal Text
John 14:1-11, 15-18, 25-27

Background Text
John 14:1-31

Memory Verse
“Do not let your heart be troubled. You have put your
trust in God, put your trust in Me also.” (John 14:1)
_________________

Connect with Life
1. Make the statement that: We all need a little help now
and then. Remark that you want to tell a little story that
is printed in the study guide. Help the class members
find the story in the lesson introduction right under the
lesson title. Explain that the lesson writer tells about
something that happened in her church where members
of the church teach English to people from other
countries. Explain that there are some difficult names of
people and countries, but that the important thing to
listen for is what happened. Read the introduction,
omitting the last sentence which is not part of the story.
As you finish the story, look towards the class and ask:
Wasn’t that interesting the way all those people from
different countries helped this poor woman to not be
embarrassed?
2. If possible, before class time, enlist someone with a
good singing voice to do a solo of “Amazing Grace,”
with or without accompaniment. If enough class
members know this old hymn, make a fun time of it and
encourage them all to sing along in English or in their
own language. If nothing else, get them to just hum
along as the singer leads.

Guide the Study
3. Review all of the vocabulary words under the “Word
List” in the study guide. Remind the group that these
words are printed in bold type the first time they are
used in the lesson. Further define and give examples of
each word’s use. Refresh class members’ minds as to
each word’s meaning when it comes up during the
lesson. Also, use the words as often as possible in this
and future lessons.
4. Use the first three paragraphs of “I will prepare a
place for you” in the study guide to recount the
circumstances at the close of John 13. State that the
disciples were clearly troubled and confused by what
Jesus had been telling them. Next, identify John 14:1 as
the “Memory Verse” for this lesson. Read the verse
yourself and then lead the class in reading it together.
Finally, select a class member to read John 14:2-7 from
the Bible text. Ask: What in these verses was so difficult
for the disciples to understand? (1) Jesus was going to
be with God. (2) He would make a place for those who
put their trust in Him. (3) He would come back and get
those who trusted in Him. Mention that in verse 6 Jesus
said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one can
go to the Father except by Me.” Add that, in verse 5,
Thomas wanted Jesus to give them a road map but that
what Jesus was telling them was, “I am the Road. Just
follow Me.”
5. Lament that the disciples were still not satisfied.
Choose someone to read the next part of the Bible text,
John 14:8-11. Suggest that these verses can be
summarized in five words. Write on the board: Jesus is
One with God. Direct attention to the subtitle in the
study guide, “Show us the way,” in which the lesson
writer talks about both the human and divine sides of
Jesus. If time permits, let a volunteer read that section.
Note the use of the word advice from the “Word List.”
6. Indicate that the next verse of the Bible text talks
about obedience, another word defined in the “Word
List.” Remark that in John 14:15 Jesus says, “If you
love Me, you will do what I say.” Explain that this
means you will show that you love Jesus by your
obedience to Him. Reveal that the next three verses tell
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about a Helper Jesus will send, the Spirit of Truth. Read
verses 16-18 and then ask a class member to read “The
Helper” from the study guide.

Encourage Application
7. Tell the class that you will read the last three verses of
the Bible text and that they should follow along silently
as you read aloud. State that Jesus is still speaking and
then read John 14:25-27. Point out that Jesus’ last words
here were, “Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.”
Relate this to John 14:1, the Memory Verse, in which
Jesus used almost the same words. Lead the class in
reading the Memory Verse again. Point out that the
“Me” means Jesus. Finally, re-read the verse yourself,
replacing the “Me” with Jesus. Say: …Put your trust in
Jesus also.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas

Page 22

that the Holy Spirit is the energy of God, and that would
seem to be true when He “was moving over the top of
the waters.” When Jesus was baptized by John the
Baptist, “…the Holy Spirit came down on Jesus as a
dove from heaven.” The Holy Spirit is a helper in many
ways. He teaches us and helps us to remember the
teachings of Jesus (John 14:26). The Holy Spirit does
not help the world, but only those who trust in Jesus
(John 14:17).
• Alternate Teaching Plan:
(Replaces Steps 4b through 6). Follow Step 1 through
the first half of Step 4, the part related to the “Memory
Verse.” Divide the class into three groups and assign
(1) John 14:2-7 (2) John 14:8-11, and (3) John 14:15-18
to the teams respectively. Each team may refer also to
the study guide section corresponding to the assigned
Bible text. Instruct each team to (1) decide what is the
main point or points of the Bible text and (2) choose the
most important verse in their assigned Bible text. Allow
about 8-10 minutes for the activity, and then call for
reports from each team.

Connect with Life

Encourage Application

1. No Teacher? Say to the class: Suppose I told you that
I would not be here after today to teach this class, that
there would be no one to take my place, but that you
should come to class every week anyway. Question the
class about how they would feel and what they would
think. Lead them to understand that they would probably
be troubled and confused. Assure the class that you will
continue to be the teacher, but that in the lesson today
Jesus tells His disciples that He will soon be leaving, and
that the disciples were troubled and confused by His
words just as they (the class) may have been by what you
said.

• Peace: Read the last section of the Study Guide, “I
give you My peace” to conclude the session.

Guide the Study
• Holy Spirit: Provide this explanation of the Holy
Spirit: The Holy Spirit is like the breath of God. He is
the nature and presence of God. In today’s lesson, Jesus
promised to ask God to send a Helper to the disciples
(John 14:16). John 14:26 tells us that “The Helper is the
Holy Spirit.” The Holy Spirit has always been with God
and, like Jesus, is a part of God. Genesis 1:2 tells us that
“…the Spirit of God was moving over the top of the
waters” before God created the earth. Some people think
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 9: Stay United to Jesus
Lesson Focus
Staying united to Jesus leads to being faithful in serving
Him, a quality that marks genuine followers of Jesus.

Focal Text
John 15:1-17

Background Text
John 15-16

Memory Verse
“This is what I tell you to do: Love each other just as I
have loved you.” (John 15:12 )
_________________

Connect with Life
1. Bring to class a bowl filled with grapes still in
bunches from the vine. As they arrive, invite members
of the class to taste the grapes. Talk with them about
grapes and try to find out what they know about them where they grow, how they grow, how they are used, etc.
2. Begin the class time with a question: If I go to the
grocery store to buy some grapes, what section would I
go to (Meat, Dairy, Bakery, etc.)? Help them identify
the Produce section as where you would go to find
grapes. Ask what other foods you would find in the
Produce section and lead them to identify fruits and
vegetables of various kinds.

Guide the Study
3. Establish that grapes are grown on vines in a vineyard.
Ask whether any class members have ever seen or been
in a vineyard to see how grapes are grown. If so, permit
them to describe what they saw or learned there.
Observe that in the lands where Jesus’ followers lived,
there were many vineyards and that the people would
know all about how grapes were produced. Elaborate
further to say that in the lesson today Jesus pictures

Himself as the “Vine” that feeds and helps His followers
bear fruit.
4. Let someone read John 15:1-9 from the Bible text.
Recall the word symbol which was on the “Word List”
for Lesson 7. Explain that a symbol is a mark or sign
with a special meaning (examples: $ for dollars, ¢ for
cents, a  for love, or a lone star for the State of Texas).
State that Jesus used “the true Vine” as a symbol of
Himself, the “One Who cares for the Vine” as a symbol
for God, branches as a symbol for His followers and
fruit as a symbol for the good work that His followers
would do in His name.
5. Refer to the section “Abide in Me” in the study guide.
Use the “Word List” definition to relate the meaning of
abide. Reread verse 9 and say that the last sentence in
that verse, “stay in My love” means the same thing as
abide in My love. If time permits, read or let a class
member read the entire section. Otherwise, read selected
portions or summarize the section in your own words.
6. Choose someone from the class to read John 15:1017. Recall the word obedience from last week’s lesson
and indicate that verse 10 again talks about obedience.
Stress that as Jesus was obedient to God, we are to be
obedient to Jesus. Note also that verse 14 says that “You
are My friends if you do what I tell you.” Restate this to
say that by being obedient to Him, Jesus counts us as His
friends.
7. Identify John 15:12 as the Memory Verse. Request a
volunteer to read verse 12 aloud. Remark that the
subtitle in the study guide for this group of verses calls
this “The love law.” Mention that the last verse in the
Bible text, verse 17, uses the same words, “This is what I
tell you to do: love each other.” Remark that it was
important enough that Jesus said it twice to be sure that
His followers understood the law or introduce the word
“commandment” with a more advanced group.

Encourage Application
8. Write on the board in large capital letters, “LOVE
ONE ANOTHER” and dismiss the class.
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Supplemental Teaching Ideas

Encourage Application

Connect with Life

• Three Points: Summarize the lesson by drawing a
triangle to represent the three main points. At the top
point, write: Be obedient to Jesus. By the bottom left
point, write: Abide in Jesus. And by the bottom right
point, write: Love One Another. Note that the three
points are connected and that each depends on the
others. Encourage class members to practice these three
points and assure them that, in doing so, they will honor
God.

• Fruitless Branches: Prune a dead branch off of a tree to
bring to class (a live branch with one or two small limbs
or twigs that are dead would also work.) Bring also a
pair of pruning shears. Use this branch to describe how
such a branch on the tree produces no fruit (or even
leaves) but still uses energy that keeps live branches
from producing more fruit. Then use the pruning shears
to demonstrate the process of pruning. State that when a
dead limb is pruned, the energy it was using can now go
to limbs that do produce fruit.

Guide the Study
• Vocabulary: As an introduction or at the beginning of
the lesson, call attention to the “Word List.” First, point
out that produce is in the list as both a noun and a verb,
but that they are pronounced differently. Be sure the
class understands the difference between a noun (person,
place or thing) and a verb (a word of action). Explain
that produce as a noun means something that is grown,
such as a fruit, vegetable or nut. Continue to say that the
verb produce means to grow or make something.
Mention that the words prune and mature both have
something to do with producing or growing grapes which
we will be talking about in the lesson today. Explain that
pruning simply means that you are cutting away parts of
a plant to make it look better or produce more leaves,
flowers or fruit. Explain also that mature means fully
grown, like an adult person or a fruit that is ripe and
ready to eat. Indicate that the word abide means to stay
very close to or to live side by side with.
• Vines and Vineyards: Describe the importance of
grapes and grapevines thusly - The grapevine grew well
in the soil and climate of the Jewish homelands during
Bible times. It would grow on hillsides and in places that
were not good for growing corn or other crops. Some of
the grapes were used for making wine and some were
dried and kept as raisins for eating as food. It takes the
grapevine several years to grow and mature to where it
will produce fruit. The grapevine needs constant care
and pruning to grow and do well. In John 15:1-8, Jesus
talks about Himself as the Vine, God as the One Who
keeps the vineyard, the disciples as the branches of the
Vine, and the work that His followers would do as the
fruit of the Vine.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 10: What Jesus Wants for His Followers
Lesson Focus
Jesus prayed for His followers’ protection from evil,
ministry in the world, and unity with one another and
with God Himself.

Focal Text
John 17

Background Text
John 17

Memory Verse
“You have given Him power over all men. He is to give
life that lasts forever to all You have given to Him.”
(John 17:2)
_________________

Connect with Life
1. Before class, write on the board:
1. Put it off as long as you can.
2. Worry about what you should do.
3. Do it and get it over with.
4. Think of ways to get out of doing it.
Advise the class that we all have things come up
at times that are difficult or hard to do. Present a
personal example or suggest such things as cleaning out
the garage, doing a very difficult job at work, or giving
bad news to someone. Challenge class members to think
about what they do when faced with something they
dread doing. Point to the choices on the board and ask:
Which of these would you be most likely to do? Allow
responses and then say that in today’s lesson Jesus had
something important to tell His followers, something He
knew would be difficult for them to understand.

Guide the Study
2. Recall the two previous lessons in which Jesus was at
the special supper where He told the disciples He would
be leaving them (Lesson 8) and then used the symbols of
the Vine and Vineyard for Himself and God to teach
them that they should love each other as He had loved
them (Lesson 9). With this background, ask a class
member to read John 17:1-5 from the Bible text. Toy
with the class a little and ask: Where is heaven? Note
that the answer must be “up” because verse 1 tells us
that “Jesus looked up to heaven” to pray. Explain that
this was how a Jewish person honored God, compared to
the way we pray with our heads bowed and eyes closed.
3. Focus on verse 2. First, direct attention to the lesson
title. Turn this into a question and ask: What does Jesus
want for His followers? Confirm a class member’s
correct answer or refer to the answer in the “Memory
Verse.” Explain that what Jesus wants for His followers
is to give them “life that lasts forever,” or eternal life.
(See the activity “Scrambled Verse” in Additional
Teaching Ideas.) Draw other appropriate comments on
verses 1-5 from “Father, glorify Your Son” in the study
guide.
4. Instruct the class to read John 17:6-10 silently. As
they read, write on the board:
1. Who was Jesus praying for?
2. Who was He not praying for?
As class members finish reading, comment that
Jesus prayed this prayer for a specific group. Ask
Question 1. Guide the class to name Jesus’ disciples as
the group for whom He prayed. In the same manner, use
Question 2 to determine that Jesus did not pray for “the
world” (see verse 9; also see “The World” under
Additional Teaching Ideas). Make clear that it was not
that Jesus didn’t care for the people of the world but that
this prayer was for His disciples. Refer to the last two
paragraphs of “I showed You to My disciples” in the
Study Guide to explain Jesus’ focus on the disciples.
5. Read John 17:11-19 to the class. Then allow a class
member to read “Protect My disciples” from the Study
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Guide as commentary on the passage. Advise the class
that the word “holy” in verse 19 means “set apart for
service to God.”
6. Direct the class to look at verse 20 in the Bible text
and read it silently. After a moment, ask who Jesus is
praying for in this verse. Affirm any answer indicating
all Christians, believers, or followers of Christ. Then
continue reading the rest of the Bible text, John 17: 2126. Refer back to verse 21 and ask someone to reread
that verse. Stress that Jesus wanted us to have unity
between God, Himself, and all Christians.

Encourage Application
7. Summarize the lesson by writing on the board the
main points of Jesus’ prayer:
1. He prayed for Himself.
2. He prayed for the disciples.
3. He prayed for all Christians.
Remark that in the same manner (1) you pray for
yourself, that you would be a good teacher and a good
example to this class; (2) you pray for each one in the
class, that they would be strong in their faith and that
they would be protected from the evils of this world;
(3) you pray for all the followers of Jesus, that they
would have unity with one another and with Jesus and
with God. You may want to put this in the form of a
prayer.
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Guide the Study
• The World: In the Gospel of John, Jesus speaks often
of “the world.” He is usually talking about the earth
where man lives and has some power over the things of
the earth. Satan brought sin into the world but God sent
Jesus into the world as the Christ to save the world.
“The world” appears eighteen times in John 17, the
chapter we are studying in today’s lesson. Jesus told
His disciples in John 16:33b, just before He began the
prayer of today’s lesson, that “In the world you will
have much trouble. But take hope! I have power over
the world!” Jesus prayed for His disciples because He
knew He would be leaving the world. It would be up to
his followers to live in the world to do His work in the
world until His return to the world according to God’s
plan. God still loves the world and is working through
His followers to win the world back to Himself.
• Scrambled Verse: On strips of poster board, write
segments of the Memory Verse, as follows: You have
given Him power over all men. He is to give life that
lasts forever to all You have given to Him. John
17:2. Advise all class members to read the verse
silently. Select seven of them and give them each one
of the verse segments in scrambled order. Then instruct
them to arrange themselves so that the verse and
Scripture reference are in the correct order. Emphasize
that the Scripture reference should always be learned
along with the verse itself.

Encourage Application
Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
• Tragic Death: Use the first three paragraphs of “Father,
glorify your Son” in the Study Guide to lead into the
subject of the cruel and unjust treatment of Jesus
resulting in His death on the cross. In addition to
Abraham Lincoln who is named in the study guide,
mention other cruel and untimely deaths of great leaders
such as those of John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther
King. Indicate that while the cruel deaths of these great
leaders served no good purpose, Jesus’ death on the cross
had the divine purpose to complete the work that God
sent Jesus into the world to do.

• Summary: Use “Let the world know” from the study
guide to summarize the lesson and as a call to faith.

JOHN –The Word Became Flesh • Unit 3: Jesus’ Passion and Victory • Lesson 11: It Is Finished

Page 27

Teaching Guide
Lesson 11: It Is Finished
Lesson Focus
Jesus completed the work God gave Him to do by giving
His life on the cross.

Focal Text
John 19:13-30

Background Text

Guide the Study
2. Mention that this lesson begins a new unit that has just
three lessons in it. Point out that the introduction states
that these lessons talk about (1) the Passion, death of
Jesus on the cross, (2) the victory of the Resurrection,
Jesus‟ return to life to help the disciples, and (3) Peter,
being a servant, and how these two events should guide
our lives as Christians.

John 18-19

Memory Verse
“Jesus took the sour wine and said, „It is finished.‟ He
put His head down and gave up His spirit and died.”
(John 19:30)
_________________

Connect with Life
1. Determine if anyone in the class has ever been in an
American courtroom or if they have seen one perhaps on
television. Involve them in a discussion of what goes on
in the courts of law and the different people involved;
judge, jury members, lawyer for the government
(prosecutor), lawyer for the defense, and the person on
trial. (Use the board to sketch out a typical courtroom if
you like.) Comment that the government lawyer says
the person on trial is guilty while the defense lawyer
usually says that person is not guilty. At this point, go to
the “Word List” and introduce the words innocent,
sentence, and criminal into the discussion. You might
also bring the word custom from the word list in Lesson
7 into use here by saying that it is an American custom
that everyone in the courtroom stands up when the judge
enters the courtroom. Explain that it is also an American
custom to see that everyone gets a fair trial. Inform the
class that in today‟s lesson Jesus is brought before a
Roman court for trial but that He does not get a fair trial
there.

3. Preview the system of government in Jerusalem
during Jesus‟ life on earth. Explain that the city was
under Roman rule and that Caesar was the Roman ruler
(king). Clarify that the Jews were allowed by the
Roman rulers to have their own laws but they could not
sentence anyone to death, only the Roman governor
could do that. Indicate that when Jesus came to trial, a
man name Pilate was the Roman governor. Recount
very briefly the events of John 18:1-19:12 describing
Jesus‟ arrest and trial under first the Jewish high priests
and then before the Roman governor, Pilate. State that
Pilate was afraid he would get in trouble with Caesar, so
he allowed Jesus to be crucified even though he knew
Jesus was innocent. Ask: Was that a fair trial? Stress
that there was no trial by a jury of common people like
we have in the American courts today. Relate also that
Pilate wanted to let Jesus go free but the Jews kept
saying, “If you let this Man go free, you are not a friend
of Caesar!” (19:12).
4. At this point, either begin playing a recording you
have made of John 19:13-16 or give the cue to someone
with whom you have prearranged to read those verses
from the Bible text (so as to have immediate continuity
after the quote from verse 19:12 above). Let a class
member read “Jesus‟ sentence” from the study guide as
commentary on this passage.
5. Refer to the next lesson subtitle, “Jesus‟ sacrifice.”
Describe a sacrifice as something killed or a gift given to
win God‟s favor. Read John 19:17-27 to the class. Base
any comments on the above-named subtitle. Or use the
activity “Sentence Strips” from “Additional Teaching
Ideas” in the Study Guide.
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6. Enlist one class member to read John 19:28-30 from
the Bible text and a second to read the section “Jesus‟
spirit” from the study guide.

Encourage Application
7. Observe that the last verse of the Bible text is the
“Memory Verse” for this lesson. Read the verse again
slowly and deliberately. Pause for a moment and then
say: Jesus completed the work God gave Him to do by
giving His life on the cross (the Lesson Focus).
8. Refer to “Things to Think About” in the study guide
and ask Question 1. Seek an answer to the effect that the
importance of Jesus‟ death on the cross was that it gives
us the opportunity to have eternal life by trusting in Jesus
as God‟s Son. Remark that Question 3 is the really
important one: “What does Jesus‟ crucifixion mean to
you?” Encourage class members to take that one home
with them to think about.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
• Three Crosses: On the board or poster board before the
class begins, draw three crosses. Make the center cross
slightly larger and higher that the ones to either side.
Make no particular effort to comment on the display, but
allow the crosses to set the mood for today‟s lesson. Of
course, do not hesitate to use them to illustrate a point or
explain something in the procedures.
• It Is Finished: Describe a major job you have recently
completed; such as, painting the house, moving to a new
house, remodeling inside the house, etc. Question the
class about a big job like that which they have finished at
some time during their lifetime, especially how they felt
when the work was all done. Recall how last week the
class talked about starting something difficult that they
dreaded doing. Remark that now the big job is over, it‟s
done, and ask: How do you feel? What do you say?
Encourage responses. Then note the title of today‟s
lesson, “It Is Finished.” Remark that in this lesson, Jesus
finished the job He came to earth to do. Explain that
when the job was over, those were the words He spoke,
perhaps with a sigh of relief (freedom).
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Guide the Study
• Drawing Names: Demonstrate the idea of drawing
names to see who wins something. Choose four class
members to participate. Provide four different
inexpensive prizes (pieces of candy, etc.) Let each
participant write her or his name on a small piece of
paper, fold it, and drop it into a small basket, bowl, or
box. Enlist another class member to come forward and
draw one name at a time from the container. The first
name drawn gets first choice of the prizes, the second
name drawn gets to choose from the remaining three
prizes, and so on.
• Sentence Strips: From a copy of the study guide
section “Jesus‟ sacrifice,” number the paragraphs in a
sequence and cut each paragraph into a separate strip.
Following the reading of John 19:17-27 in Step 5,
distribute the strips to class members and request that
they be read in order by number. (For smaller classes,
you may need to group two or three related paragraphs
on one strip.)
• A Symbol: Recall the word symbol that was in the
“Word List” of Lesson 7. Identify the Cross as a
symbol of the death and resurrection of Jesus.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 12: So I Send You
Lesson Focus
Jesus‟ resurrection validates His identity and His
mission and calls us to participate with Him in that
mission.

Focal Text
John 20:1-21

Background Text
John 20

Memory Verse
“Then Jesus said to them again, „May you have peace.
As the Father has sent Me, I also am sending you.‟ ”
(John 20:21)
_________________

Connect with Life
1. With no introduction, begin this enthusiastic synopsis
of the lesson: Mary Magdalene had told them that Jesus
was not in His grave. Peter and John ran to the tomb to
see for themselves. When they got there, they were
shocked! Sure enough, Jesus‟ body was gone. Later,
when they and the other disciples were in a room with
locked doors, Jesus appeared to them. They were
amazed! This was no ordinary thing to happen. Jesus
spoke to them and wished them peace. At last they were
convinced. He was alive! “Then Jesus said to them
again, „May you have peace. As the Father has sent Me,
I also am sending you.‟”

Guide the Study
2. Advise the class that they have just heard the lesson in
a short form. Indicate that we will now go back and fill
in the details. Mention that all four words from the
“Word List” were used in the story just told. Identify
these as amazed, shocked, convinced, and ordinary.
Review the meanings of these words and how they were
used in the story. Point out that the last part of the story

quoted the last verse in the Bible text which is also the
Memory Verse for this lesson. Repeat that verse.
3. Request a volunteer to read John 20:1-9 from the
Bible text. Note that verse 2 tells us Mary Magdalene
“ran to Simon Peter and the other follower whom Jesus
loved.” Explain that “the other follower” is believed to
be John, the writer of the Gospel of John. Observe also
that the “…follower whom Jesus loved” tells us that
John felt a very strong love between himself and Jesus,
perhaps partly because they may have been cousins (see
John 19:25 and Matthew 27:56). Recall from last week‟s
lesson that Jesus had left His mother in John‟s care (John
19:26-27). Divide the section of the study guide entitled
“The empty tomb” into two parts and appoint two class
members to read the parts in order. Or, if preferred, you
may translate the lesson writer‟s thoughts into your own
words for commentary.
4. Recall that it was Mary Magdalene who first
discovered the empty tomb. Surmise that after telling
Peter and John about it, she apparently returned to the
tomb walking slowly as the two men ran ahead. State
that after seeing the empty tomb, verse 10 tells us “Then
the followers went back again to their homes” and Mary
arrived at the tomb all alone. At this time, enlist (1) a
female to be Mary Magdalene, (2) a male or female to
take the part of an angel, (3) a male to speak the words
of Jesus. Act as narrator yourself. Provide each
participant a copy of the Bible text with their speaking
parts (the words in quotation marks) highlighted. As
narrator you will speak the parts not in quotation marks.
Use John 20:11-18 as the script. Begin as narrator,
reading verses 11-13a, at which point the angel, then
Mary Magdalene, and finally Jesus will read the
highlighted words for their respective roles. To end the
activity, read (as narrator) verse 18 and then thank the
actors for their “excellent acting.” Playfully promise to
recommend them to Hollywood.
5. Instruct the class to read silently the section “The
resurrected Lord” in the Study Guide to help explain the
story. Allow about two minutes for them to finish
reading and then ask if there are any questions.
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6. Read John 20:19-21. Ask what word or words from
the “Word List” might best describe the way the
disciples felt when Jesus “came and stood among them”
in that room with the door locked from the inside.
Accept amazed or shocked as answers but point out that
it was certainly no ordinary thing to happen and that the
disciples were not all convinced yet that it was Jesus in
person. Comment briefly using the first three paragraphs
of “Mission of a lifetime” from the study guide.
7. Remind the class that John 20:21 is the “Memory
Verse.” Read the verse again. As an aid to memory,
point out that (1) Jesus spoke, (2) He wished them peace,
and (3) He listed the order of sending. On the board
write:
“As the Father…”
(God)
“…has sent Me, I also…”
(Jesus)
“…am sending you.”
(You)

Encourage Application
8. Refer the class to the last paragraph of “Mission of a
lifetime” in the Study Guide and read that paragraph to
the class.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
• I Send You: Recall the previous lesson in which Jesus
had died on the cross. Announce that today‟s lesson is
about His resurrection, He came back to teach some final
lessons to the disciples before going to stay with God.
Read the two-paragraph introduction at the beginning of
the study guide lesson to connect the eyewitness account
of John with life today.

Guide the Study
• Playing Detective: Present this situation to the class:
You are a detective working for the police in Jerusalem.
Your job is to find out what happened to Jesus‟ body.
Read John 20:1-10 and see if you can find a “clue”
(something that will help you know what happened) that
tells you Jesus‟ body was not “taken” from the tomb as
Mary Magdalene believed it had been. Allow about two
minutes for them to search for a clue. If class members
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fail to find the clue, hint that it can be found in verses 7
and 8. Explain that if anyone had taken Jesus‟ body
from the tomb, they would not have taken the time to
remove the linen clothes and leave them there nor
would they have gone to the trouble to neatly roll up the
white cloth that had been around Jesus‟ head. These
things tell us that Jesus had risen from the dead and left
the grave clothes there.
• The Tomb: It was the custom (“Word List” Lesson 7)
of Jews to bury the dead. Sometimes an ordinary grave
was used in which the body was buried under the
ground. No coffin or box was used, but a stone or
stones were placed over the grave to keep wild animals
out. Many people, especially those who were wealthy,
were buried in a cave or place dug out of a rocky hill or
mountain. A flat place was made in the rock to lay the
body on. A large round stone was rolled into place to
cover the entrance. This kind of burial place above
ground was called a tomb. Jesus was buried in a tomb
like this. Whether buried under the ground or in a tomb,
the body was wrapped in special grave clothes with a
white cloth wrapped around the head. Sometimes the
body was bathed with sweet-smelling spices so that it
did not have a bad smell. Graves or tombs were thought
to be special or holy places that should be treated with
respect.

Encourage Application
• Who was First?: On the board, list these persons:
Mary Magdalene, John (the other follower), and Peter.
Disclose to the class that this is a little test to see how
well they learned the story. Divide the class into two
teams to see which team gets the correct answers first.
(To encourage careful thought before answering, you
may want to award one point to a team for each correct
answer and deduct, or take away, one point for each
incorrect answer.) Read the questions one at a time, as
follows: (1) Who was the first person to see that the
stone was pushed away from the grave? (2) Who was
the first person to enter the grave? (3) Who was the
first disciple to reach the grave? (4) Who was the first
person to see the cloths inside the grave? (5) Who was
the first person who came to the grave? (6) Who was
the first person to see the risen Jesus? The correct
answers are: (1) Mary Magdalene {verse 1}, (2) Peter
{verse 6}. (3) John {verse 4}, (4) John {verse 5}. (5)
Mary Magdalene {verse 1}, and (6) Mary Magdalene
{verse 14}.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 13: “What Is That to You?”
Lesson Focus
Our responsibility is to follow Jesus by serving Him in
our own unique way.

Focal Text

these two appearances took place in or near Jerusalem.
Relate that John 21:1 tells us that in this third appearance
“…Jesus again showed Himself to His followers at the
lake of Tiberias.” Explain that Tiberias is another name
for the Sea of Galilee and that the disciples had returned
to Galilee after the two earlier appearances of Jesus.

John 21:15-23

Background Text
John 21

Memory Verse
“Jesus said to him, „Feed My sheep.‟ ” (John 21:17b)
_________________

Connect with Life
1. State that no two people are exactly alike. Question
the class about ways people are different (faces, bodies,
hair, skin color, speech, etc.) Assert that every person is
“unique.” Explain that unique means we are one of a
kind and that there is no one else in the world exactly
like us. Remark that in the lesson today we find that we
have unique things to do in God‟s work as well.

Guide the Study
2. Provide background information from John 21:1-14 to
set the scene for Jesus‟ conversation with Peter.
Describe how seven of the disciples, led by Peter, had
gone fishing. Remind the class that Peter had been a
fisherman before Jesus called him to be a disciple.
Suggest that this does not mean Peter was going back to
fishing as a trade, but that they may have needed fish for
food. Offer another possibility, the disciples may have
been worried and uncomfortable with Jesus not there to
lead and teach them, and they just needed something
normal to do.
3. Recall that Jesus‟ first two appearances had been in or
near Jerusalem, first to Mary Magdalene and then to the
disciples in the room with the locked door. State that

4. Indicate that Jesus was still trying to get the disciples
ready for the work He had for them to do. Describe how
they had been fishing all night and hadn‟t caught a thing.
Say that Jesus called to them from the shore of the lake
and told them to put their net out on the right side of the
boat, which they did and could not even pull it in it was
so full of fish. Use the words amazed and shocked (from
last week‟s lesson) to describe how they likely felt. Go
on to say that John, “the follower whom Jesus loved,”
said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” Portray how they rushed
to the shore where Jesus had some fish and bread on the
fire, He was making breakfast for them. Relate this act
of service to the time Jesus washed the disciples‟ feet to
teach them how to serve one another, and now Jesus was
again serving them.
5. Ask someone to read John 21:15-19 from the Bible
text. Question the class about why they think Jesus asked
Peter the same question three times. Refer to the first
paragraph of “Making a servant” in the study guide for
the most likely reason and offer other appropriate
comments from that section.
6. Observe that the last paragraph of “Making a servant”
introduces the following section. Assure the class that
these “Workers for Christ” are real people who are doing
God‟s work. Either tell a story about someone you know
who is involved in God‟s work or read a story from the
study guide. Encourage the class to read the other stories
at home.
7. Note that in verse 19 Jesus said to Peter, “Follow
Me.” Then ask someone to read John 21:20-23.
Theorize that when Jesus said to Peter, “Follow Me,” He
meant that He wanted Peter to follow Him somewhere at
that time but also to keep on following Him as His
disciple for the rest of His life. Observe that in verse 20,
as Jesus and Peter begin to walk away, John (“the
follower whom Jesus loved”) began to follow along
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from a distance. Remark that Peter had a mind that made
him want to jump in and do things or say things without
thinking. Refer to “You follow Me” in the study guide
and the explanation for the “Word List” phrase, pay
attention. Describe what Jesus said as meaning that
Peter should pay attention to his own job and not worry
about what everyone else was doing.

Encourage Application
8. At this point, state that you want the class to pay
attention to verse 22. Read the verse again and point out
that the lesson title, “What Is That to You?” is taken
from this verse. Recall the word “unique” from Step 1 of
these teaching procedures. State that each person is
unique and that: our responsibility is to follow Jesus by
serving Him in our own unique way (the lesson focus).

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
• Three Times: Single out a class member and ask this
person by name: Do you want to learn to speak English
well? Rephrase the question slightly and ask: Do you
want to speak good English? Ask a third time: (name),
do you really want to speak English well? Inform this
person, and the class, that this person probably feels
about the same way Peter felt in today‟s lesson. Advise
the class to remember this feeling and think about how
Peter felt when we get to where Jesus is asking Peter the
same question three times.

Guide the Study
• Sheep: Observe that Jesus often talked about sheep and
shepherds, the men who watched over the sheep. State
that He also spoke of Himself as the good Shepherd and
His followers as sheep (John 10:14). Question the class
about why they think Jesus did this. Give this
explanation: Sheep were among the most important
things Jewish people owned. Sheep provided people with
meat, milk. and wool for clothing. The sheep in Bible
lands were very strong and could find food to eat even
where the land was very dry. The shepherd led the sheep
to grassy places and water rather than drive them like
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cattle. Sheep are peaceful, patient, and obedient as
Jesus’ followers should be. Thus, Jesus, the good
Shepherd leads His people who follow Him as the sheep
follow their shepherd.
• What About This One?: To examine Peter‟s question
in verse 21 more closely, point out that during Jesus‟
ministry Peter had acted as leader of the disciples.
Provide this further explanation: John and his brother,
James, along with Peter, had been the three disciples
closest to Jesus, His inner circle. John was beside Jesus
at Jesus’ last supper (John 13:23), was told by Jesus to
care for His mother at the crucifixion (John 19:26), and
was the first to understand that Jesus had risen (John
20:8). John seemed to be very close to Jesus and near
Jesus much of the time. Suggest that all this may have
made Peter wonder if Jesus would make John leader of
the disciples and that may be why he asked, “What
about this one?”
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Teaching Guide
Bonus Christmas Lesson: After Jesus Was Born
Lesson Focus
The Christ child attracts people the world over.

Focal Text
Matthew 2:1-12

Background Text
Matthew 1:18-2:23

Memory Verse
“They went into the house and found the young Child
with Mary, His mother. Then they got down before Him
and worshiped Him. They opened their bags of riches
and gave Him gifts of gold and perfume and spices.”
(Matthew 2:11 )
_________________

Connect with Life
1. Engage the class in a discussion of the practice of gift
giving at Christmas time. Ask if their families give gifts
to each other, to special friends, just to the children, etc.
Write the word “unique” on the board. Ask if anyone
can tell you what the word means from last week’s
lesson (Lesson 13, Steps 1 and 8). Lead them to define
unique as meaning one of a kind, not like any other.
Then ask: What is the most unique or special gift you
have ever received? Allow any responses and then assert
that the greatest gift we as Christians have ever received
is the Gift of Jesus Christ, whose birth we honor at
Christmas time and the gift we receive through Him of
eternal life.

Guide the Study
2. Ask: How did our custom of giving gifts to each other
at Christmas time get started? Guide responses to the
conclusion that the custom probably developed from the
Christmas story of the wise men who brought gifts to the
newborn King of the Jews and about whom we will
study in the lesson today. Call attention to the lesson

title and stress that this was after Jesus was born.
Suggest that Jesus may have been as much as two years
old, a Child perhaps walking and talking already at the
time this story took place. Inform the class that the wise
men are also called Magi. Explain that the Magi were
men of the East who studied the stars, who tried to learn
the truth about things, and who were usually religious
leaders too. Mention also that the Magi were not Jews
but that some Jews may have lived in their country of
the East.
3. Signal for someone with whom you have arranged
before the class to read Micah 5:2 from a Bible. Indicate
that this is a verse from the Old Testament that tells long
before the birth of Jesus that He will be born in
Bethlehem. Emphasize that this was God’s plan “from
the beginning.” Use the section “Bethlehem” from the
Study Guide for other comments as needed. With this
background, ask someone to read Matthew 2:1-2.
Observe that Herod the Great was king over the country
of Judea from 37 B. C. to 4 B. C., when he died. State
that Herod came from Idumea (Edom), a country south
of Judea and a people hated by the Jews.
4. Say: The wise men came to Jerusalem from the East,
then read again all of verse 2. Request a class member
to pick up from there and read Matthew 2:3-8 from the
Bible text. After the reading, say, “Ha! Do you think
Herod, who was not from the line of kings of Israel but
was made king by the Romans, really wanted to go and
worship the One born King of the Jews?” Allow a
response or two and then refer to “King Herod and the
Magi” in the Study Guide. Read or quote from that
section to affirm Herod’s intentions.
5. Read Matthew 2:9-12 one verse at a time, adding
details as follows:
Verse 9: Use two words from the Lesson 12
“Word List”: Aren’t you amazed at the way the star led
the Magi all that way and right to Jesus? This was no
ordinary trip and it is believed that they may have
traveled as much as 900 miles. From the time they first
saw the star, it may have taken them several months to
gather supplies, load them onto their camels, and make a
trip of that distance.
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Verse 10: After such a long and tiring trip, the
Magi must have been very happy to reach the end of
their journey. But this must have been an even greater
joy than that, perhaps a sense of divine presence in that
place, for they were “filled with much joy.”
Verse 11: The Magi “went into the house” This
was not the stable where Jesus was born. Joseph and
Mary must not have gone back to Nazareth in Galilee to
live, but had remained in Bethlehem, the home of their
early fathers. The gifts of three things (gold, perfumes,
and spices) has made some people think that there were
three wise men, but we really don’t know how many
there were.
Verse 12: Herod’s plan to learn where Jesus was
didn’t work, but he was still afraid that this true King of
the Jews through the line of David would join together
with forces from the East and overthrow him as king.
6. Briefly relate the background events of Matthew 2:1323 wherein an angel of God came to Joseph in a dream
and told him to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt; then when
Herod learned that the Magi had fooled him, he sent men
to kill all the young boys two years old and under.
Conclude that, after Herod died, God spoke to Joseph in
another dream and told him to take his family back to
Nazareth in Galilee—and that is where Jesus grew up
and began His ministry.
7. State that the events of this lesson happened “After
Jesus Was Born,” as the lesson title says. Explain that
although they may not have happened right at Christmas
time, they are part of the Christmas story we have heard
down through the years. Indicate that we have learned
through the visit of the Magi to the Child, Jesus, that God
loves all people, not just Jews. Portray how the wise
men, who were not Jews, traveled a long way to worship
the “King of the Jews Who has been born” and brought
gifts fit for a King. Summarize to say that the Magi went
to much trouble and expense to honor Jesus.

Encourage Application
8. Comment that the Christmas season is a time for
sharing love and goodwill and for the giving of gifts to
one another. Say: Enjoy the Christmas season but, as
you do, remember the most unique and precious gift of
all, the Gift God gave the world, the Gift of Jesus Christ.

Page 34

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
• What Do You Think?: Use the introduction at the top
of the first page of the Study Guide lesson to involve
class members in talking about how people today have
gotten so far away from the real meaning of Christmas.
Base the discussion on the lesson writer’s concerns and
delve into how we can turn our attention back to the real
purpose of Christmas, to honor the birth of Jesus.

Guide the Study
• Locations: On a map of Palestine during the time of
Christ, or a rough drawing on the board, identify the
places relative to the Christmas story. Identify
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, the country of Judea, Nazareth in
Galilee, and at least the general direction of the East
(Persia, Babylon) from which the Magi came.

Encourage Application
• Sharing the Gospel: Use the last two paragraphs of
“The Christ Child is found” in the Study Guide to
emphasize the universal nature of the Gospel.

