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Introduction for Teachers

T

he purpose of this teaching guide is to provide teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson while
helping participants improve their English language skills. Use of this material is suggested for International
Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at a Basic English level.
The Teaching Guide begins with listings of the Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory Verse, all
of which provide the premise for the lesson. This information is followed by a teaching plan under headings of
Connect with Life, Guide the Study, and Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson, Supplemental Teaching
Ideas are provided under those same headings. As the teacher, you may pick and choose from these helps to use along
with the student’s Study Guide to fit the lesson to your class members’ abilities and needs.
The Bible text printed in the lesson material is from the NEW LIFE Version of the Bible (NLV), an
inexpensive translation (not a paraphrase) which uses only an 850-word vocabulary. The NLV is available from
Christian Literature International, P. O. Box 777, Canby, Oregon 97013; e-mail christian@canby.com; telephone
(orders only) 1-800-324-9734.
The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a
Christian environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms will usually be expressed using the NLV terminology,
followed by the more common term in parentheses; for example, “proud religious lawkeeper (Pharisee)” or “early
preacher (prophet).” The teacher has the option of using the NLV term for new Christians or beginning students, or the
common term where it will be better understood and less cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has been
introduced in the Word List or teaching procedures, however, the familiar expression may be used to help students add
it to their vocabulary.
Prayer is sometimes specifically suggested in the teaching procedures. It should be an integral part of your
lesson plan. Use your own judgment as to where it best fits into the teaching session.
The writers and editors wish you success and give you prayerful support in your teaching of this Adult Bible
Study in Simplified English.

Adult Bible Study in Simplified English is published by the Baptist General Convention of
Texas and follows the same curriculum plan as the Bible Study for Texas materials, but has
no Texas emphasis. Teachers may wish to purchase Bible Study for Texas lesson comments
and teaching guides as additional resources. These may be ordered through your church or
directly from the Sunday School/Discipleship Division, Baptist General Convention of
Texas, 333 North Washington, Dallas, TX 75246-1798, e-mail baptistway@bgct.org;
FAX 214-828-5187; or toll-free telephone 1-800-355-5285.

About the writer
Margaret Gayle served with her husband, Jim, as a missionary in Vietnam and Indonesia for more than 24 years.
She taught ESL at University of North Texas in Denton and at Tarrant County College for eight years. Margaret is
a native Texan and lives in Plano. She and her husband have three adult sons and ten grandchildren. They are
members of First Chinese Baptist Church of Dallas. They presently work through the church with international
students at UTD & SMU.
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Suggestions for Teaching
General Suggestions for Teaching Simplified
English Audiences
1. Provide language edition Bibles so students can
read the focal passage in their native languages.
2. Beginning students may require three sessions
to complete one lesson.
3. Review the Word List before beginning the study.
Provide Study Guide pages for class to keep
vocabulary studies in their notebooks.
4. Prepare 9-12 core sentences which tell the most
important part of the Bible focal text. Illustrate each
sentence with stick figures and symbols in picture
sequence form (see details below).
5. Prepare lesson outlines or written materials
before class—make your own cling sheets by
cutting apart white plastic garbage bags and writing
on them with markers. The plastic bags will cling to
the wall.
Bible Comments/Focal Text
1. Help students hear English and practice their
pronunciation by modeling phrases and sentence.
Allow the entire class to repeat. Be consistent with
stress and intonation. Speak naturally.
2. Allow individual students to read a sentence or
paragraph at a time. For further practice, ask
students to tell sections from Bible comments in
their own words.
3. When time allows, pairs may read the lesson
again to each other.
4. Class may close books and listen as a native
speaker reads the section again.
5. Discuss lesson using “Things to Think About.”
Memory Verse
1. Challenge class members to say the Memory
Verse several times each day.
2. Provide blank paper for students to write Memory
Verses.
3. Write phrases or individual words on separate
pieces of paper. Give to students to place in order.
4. Write entire verse on board. Read in unison.
Erase key words a few at a time. Recite until entire
verse is erased and class can repeat by memory.
5. Make a symbol for each word or phrase of the
verse.

6. Use the symbols as a reminder for saying the
verse.
Picture Sequencing (Lipson Method)
This method is especially suited for teaching
beginners. It consists of a series of pictures with
accompanying sentences that tell a story. It may be
used solely for oral production (using pictures
alone) or for integrated skills (engaging students in
reading and writing the story).
You may use real pictures, videotape, pictures that
are professionally drawn, or stick figures
Other benefits include the following:
1. Relaxed, low-anxiety atmosphere as students
focus on the pictures and create their own
sentences to tell the story
Focus on fluency, not just accuracy
Focus on a message or task rather than form or
grammar
Minimal error-correction as students tell the story
2. Pictures (even stick figures) convey meaning in
every language.
3. The same set of pictures can be used with more
than one level of students by making the sentences
easier or more difficult.
4. The use of pictures helps students learn the
language in “chunks” rather than words in isolation.
5. The only item needed is a piece of chalk—or a
marker, if using a cling sheet or overhead
transparency.
Preparation
1. Put a story into sentences that are suitable for
the level of your students. Try to tell the story with a
maximum of ten sentences. For low beginners,
choose the simplest and fewest words possible.
Keep sentences in their most basic form, so
students can combine sentences later.
2. Draw simple pictures or stick figures to illustrate
key points in the story. These serve as prompts for
the telling of the story. Other drawing tips:
An “x” in a small square beside a picture
enables you to cue for a negative as you tell the
story.
Direct quotations may be indicated with a
cartoon-type bubble.
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Suggestions for Teaching
Procedure
1. Introduce the story by following your prepared
script of sentences (for consistency) and pointing to
the pictures as you speak. This will give students
the main idea and help them think in chunks of
language (as in real-life language use).
2. Introduce the new words as you again reference
the pictures. Use props and/or dramatization as
needed to establish understanding. Work on
individual sounds and word stress as students
repeat new words.
3. Lead students in repetition of the story, one
sentence at a time, working on sentence stress and
intonation.
4. Lead the class in one more repetition of the story
(going straight through and continuing to refer to
the pictures throughout the story).
5. Ask the class to tell you the story as you cue the
story sequence by pointing to the pictures. (You
become “stage prompter” at this point.)
6. Then ask for a single volunteer to tell the story.
(This may open the door for several more proficient
students to use what they know.)
7. Divide the class into small groups of 3-5 students
to give each person practice in telling the story.
(Inevitably, the most eager student will go first,
followed by another “semi”-eager student. By the
time it is the least proficient student’s turn, he/she
will have learned a lot by listening, will have
observed a good model at least a couple of times,
and will have bolstered courage for risk-taking.)
8. Follow with questions to review story (begin by
naming the setting, the characters, etc.—easy
questions).
9. Conclude with life application questions that
require some thought and give students opportunity
to express opinion, emotion, and their own ideas.
Lesson Expansion
If the setting and circumstances permit, use these
ideas:
—Sequencing pictures (a set for each pair of
students) while listening to you or to a taped voice
tell the story
—Picture sequencing without hearing the story told
—Matching pictures and sentences
—Scrambled sentences to arrange in order (writing
numbers or letters in front of sentences to show
sequence; cutting up sentences and moving around
to position correct order)

—Strip story (cutting up sentences, issuing one
strip per student, asking students to arrange
themselves in order, having them retell the story by
contributing the portion on their paper strip)
—Cloze (supplying a written copy with every nth
word blank; students work in pairs to fill in the
missing words)
—Dictation (teacher or student telling the story
while students write what they hear)
—Provide a copy of the sentences for each
student. Ask that they read the story to a partner.
—Ask students to write the story in their own
words.
Bible passage as content for reading
Procedure
1. Tell the parable or story using pictures. Use
animation and simple sentences.
2. Ask questions about the main idea of the story.
3. Read story aloud while students follow along and
underline unknown words. Go over the meaning of
these words with the whole class.
4. Intermediate or advanced students: Have
students read silently a second time to look for
answers to two or three questions about details that
you have written on the board. Ask students to
discuss their answers with a partner. Then go over
answers with the whole class.
5. Beginning or low-intermediate students: Read
story again and ask students to repeat it with you
line by line.
6. Invite the class to read the story with you in
unison.
7. Ask pairs to read the story to each other.
8. Ask for volunteers to tell the story in their own
words.
9. Make drawings large enough for the back row to
see.
10. Select a list of new words in the story—
unfamiliar words that the students would not likely
be able to figure out from context (generally 8-10
new words per lesson).
11. List the new words in categories: verbs, nouns,
adjectives, adverbs. When listing verbs, you may
write both simple present and past tense forms
(e.g., eat/ate, walk/walked). Basic beginners would
do well to tell the story in present tense, but high
beginners could work in present tense, then retell
the story in past tense.
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Suggestions for Teaching
Checklist for Successful Classrooms
Right Kind of Input
1. New language in every lesson
2. Input that is slightly above the students' current
level of proficiency
3. Content relevant to the students' real-life needs
and interests
4. Language learned in meaningful chunks, not
words in isolation
5. Comprehensibility achieved by use of the
following:
—Realia or authentic materials
—Simplified language (rephrasing, repeating,
clear enunciation)
—Demonstration and multiple examples rather
than explanation
—Lots of gestures and nonverbal language
Low Anxiety Environment
Students should not be afraid to make mistakes or
take risks in language learning. The following
factors contribute to a relaxed and comfortable
atmosphere and build a sense of community:
—Personally greeting and bidding farewell to
students
—Sincere and frequent affirmation
—Minimal error correction from the teacher
—Frequent reference to the culture(s) of the
students
—Smiles and laughter that are commonplace
—Connecting with students through eye contact
and positioning yourself on students’ eye level
—Calling students by name
Checklist for Real-Life Interaction
1. Pace activities with a balance of noisy/quiet and
still/active
2. Attention to different learning styles (visual,
auditory, tactile, kinesthetic)
3. Variety in grouping (predominately pairs and
small groups of three or five; using whole class in
initial presentation and again for feedback and wrap
-up at the end)
4. A focus on a task or message rather than form
(grammar)
5. Provision for all four skills (listening, speaking,
reading, writing)
6. Avoidance of questions for which answers are
known
7. Use of information gap activity in which partners

have different pieces of information and must ask
each other questions in order to fill in their gaps of
understanding
8. Other useful activities: surveys, interviews, roleplay, problem-solving, and interactive games
9. Review previous material.
___________________________
Some suggestions based on material developed
for the EFL Training Manual—Beyond our
Borders.

Online Resources
and Study Helps


EasyEnglish is a form of simple
English developed by Wycliffe
Associates (UK). Their website:
(www.easyenglish.info) contains Bible
commentaries, Bible translations, Bible
studies, and other materials written in
simple English. They are free for you to
download and use.



Use the following free helps: Additional
adult Bible study comments by Dr. Jim
Denison, “Teaching Plans,” and
“Teaching Resource Items” available
for each lesson online at
www.baptistwaypress.org.



Additional teaching help is provided in
the Internet edition of the Baptist
Standard www.baptiststandard.com. Go
to the website, then to Departments,
then Bible Study.

JAMES & JOHN • Unit 1: The Letter of James: Real Faith Acts • Lesson 1: Christian Living 101
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 1: Christian Living 101

Lesson Focus
Faith that is genuine calls for action in all the details of
life.

Focal Text
James 1

Memory Verse
“If you do not have wisdom, ask God for it. He is always
ready to give it to you and will never say you are wrong
for asking.” (James 1:5)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Be sure you will have access to a marker board and
markers (or chalkboard/chalk, etc.). Bring pens and
paper for small group work.

Connect with Life
1. Write several sayings, such as the following, on a
marker board for members to observe when they enter
the classroom:
Your actions speak so loudly I can’t hear what you’re
saying. (Or Actions speak louder than words.)
Pretty is as pretty does.
It’s easier said than done.
Lead discussion to find the central theme of these
sayings. Point out that our words and deeds reveal what
kind of person we really are. Invite members to think of
similar sayings they may have heard—or used—and add
to the list.
2. Above the list of sayings, write the unit title:
Real Faith Acts
State that this new unit covers the Letter of James, a
book that contains many practical commands for how we
as believers should live out our beliefs in everyday life.
Explain that James, the brother of Jesus, wrote the
book. Tell that we also know from Galatians that James
became a prominent leader of the church in Jerusalem—
a great change from his earlier doubt and lack of belief
in Jesus.
Recount briefly the incident in Mark 3:20-21, 31:
“When Jesus came into a house, many people gathered

around Him again. Jesus and His followers could not
even eat. When His family heard of it, they went to take
Him. They said, ‘He must be crazy.’ Then His mother
and brothers came and stood outside. They sent for
Jesus.”
3. Call attention to today’s lesson title:
Christian Living 101
Ask: If you were to take a class, for example, Algebra
101 or Computer 101, what would you expect to learn in
that class? (Responses: The basics, the most elementary
information about the subject)
Say: So, a class in Christian Living 101 would deal
with the basic ways Christians should act to show they
are true believers, true followers of Jesus Christ.
4. Before reading James 1, ask the class to suggest four
actions of Christians that demonstrate real faith. Write
the actions on the board. (Possible actions: Showing
kindness to others, facing trials with endurance, giving
generously, following moral principles, etc.)
State that at the end of today’s study, we will
compare our list with the instruction from James.

Guide the Study
5. Lead the class to read James 1:1-4, noticing to whom
the letter was addressed. Explain that James wrote to
instruct and encourage the scattered Jewish people as
they faced persecution.
6. Ask members to name other words (synonyms) for
tests (trials, difficulties, struggles, temptations).
Invite someone to state in his/her own words the
encouragement James gives about tests. (We should look
at tests and realize tests can help us. They prove our
faith, they encourage us not to give up, and they teach us
patience.)
7. Remind the class that everyone faces trials. Share an
experience you had that tested your faith (or before
class, ask a member to be prepared to share).
Explain the difficulty of being happy in the midst of
the trial. Share how being patient helped you to become
stronger. Suggest how enduring the test affected the way
you live out your faith.

JAMES & JOHN • Unit 1: The Letters of James: Real Faith Acts • Lesson 1: Christian Living 101
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8. State that in verses 5-8 we find another basic way
believers should live out their faith. After reading the
verses aloud, invite a volunteer to state in his/her own
words the encouragement James gives about getting
wisdom from God. (We should just ask and not doubt!)
Lead the class to discuss the following questions:
—When facing tests, why don’t we more quickly ask God
for wisdom? (We try to solve our problems in our
own wisdom first.)
—What is God waiting for us to do? (Ask.)
—Why is doubting—going back and forth like a wave of
the sea—unproductive? (A believer who is
constantly doubting which way to proceed will not
move forward.)
Allow time for personal testimonies by class
members who have experienced seeking God’s wisdom
as they faced trials. How did not doubting help them get
through the trial?

definition of True Religion.
After a moment, invite the groups to share. (Possible
definitions: True religion is both hearing and doing. True
religion is not what we say, but what we do.)

9. Read verses 9-11 to find one more way believers
should live to demonstrate real faith.
Ask: What issue is James dealing with here?
(Possible responses: The place money should have in our
lives; the dependence we should have on God instead of
money.)
Invite a volunteer to summarize the encouragement
James gives to both the rich and the poor. Again, invite
personal testimonies from class members, from anyone
who may have suffered a loss of riches caused by a fire,
a flood, a burglary, a market crash, etc. Encourage them
to tell how their attitude was affected when they
embraced the truth that their worth before God was not
dependent on their economic status.

Connect with Life

10. State that verses 12-18 give more instruction about
how believers are to live. Allow members to read the
verses silently. Then discuss, using these questions:
—What should be a believer’s response to tests? (Not to
give up)
—What reward does God promise to those who do not
give up? (verse 12)
—To whom does James place the blame when we are
tempted to give up or blame God for our trials? (Our
own human desire, wrong thinking that leads us
astray)
Invite someone to share how recognizing that every
“good and perfect gift” comes from God has helped him/
her through even the worst of times. Be prepared to tell
your own story or one of someone you know.
11. Divide the class into small groups of two people
each, distribute pens and paper to each group, and make
this assignment: Read verses 19-27, then write a brief

Encourage Application
12. Lead the class to review the instructions James gives
for right actions that demonstrate real faith. Refer to the
list of actions which members suggested at the beginning
of class. Compare the list with James’ instruction.
Ask the class to identify one action they have
difficulty in doing, but now that they have studied James
1, they have gained encouragement to attempt. As time
allows, share as a group.
Close in prayer that members would be “doers of the
word and not hearers only.”

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
♦ Bring to class several books that teach the basics in a
subject—for example, Chinese for Dummies, Bible
Lessons in Basic English, Simplified Computers, or just
list several titles on the marker board. Lead the class to
determine a common purpose in all the books. (They
present basic facts/information about a particular
subject.)
Explain that today’s lesson begins a study in the
Book of James and is titled Christian Living 101. James,
a church leader, lays out basic actions that, when present
in a believer’s life, show that he/she has real faith.

Encourage Application
♦ State that while these New Testament instructions for
Christian living are easy enough to state, practicing them
is really quite challenging. Ask members to identify one
subject from our study today with which they struggle,
and ask them to commit to apply the instructions from
James during the coming week.
♦ Allow a moment for member to read through “Things
to Think About” in the Study Guide. Suggest that they
meditate on the questions during their personal quiet
time the following week. Close in prayer that all would
be prepared to face any trial that might come their way
during this week.

JAMES & JOHN • Unit 1: The Letter of James: Real Faith Acts • Lesson 2: If You’re Really Christian
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 2: If You’re Really Christian

Lesson Focus
Rather than merely relying on what they believe about
religion, Christians show their faith by acting with
mercy and kindness even toward people the larger world
considers insignificant.

Focal Text
James 2

Memory Verse
“A faith that does not do things is a dead faith.”
(James 2:17)
________________________

Prior Preparation
♦ Before class, prepare a display of today’s Lesson
Focus either on a flip chart or marker board.
♦ Make sure a marker board (or extra flip chart paper)
and markers will be available for use.
♦ Enlarge the photos on page 8, or simply cut apart and
pass around the small images, if you would like to
supplement the intro activity (Connect with Life #1).

Connect with Life
1. During class, display the Lesson Focus on the board
or flip chart. Read it aloud, then ask members to name
people, both past and present, who were/are considered
insignificant. List members’ responses on the board.
(Possibilities: Lepers during biblical times, Amerasian
children in Vietnam, slaves during early American
history, the homeless, street children, patients in mental
hospitals, etc.) Use the photos on the next page as
illustrations, if desired.
2. Lead members to read aloud the Lesson Focus,
substituting the words we/our for they/their.
State that Christians show our faith by the way
we treat people, especially the people the world
considers insignificant. In our lesson today, James points
out that showing favoritism to people of position or
power is the opposite of what Christ told us to do.

Guide the Study
3. Lead the class to read James 2:1-7. Explain that in the
first-century world, there was concern with honor and

shame. The rich had more prestige, while the poor had
less. Discuss the passage, using these questions:
—What do you think may have caused the people to
favor the rich and ignore the poor?
—What do you think influences the way you feel about
different people?
—What can our church do to make all people feel
welcomed?
State that James speaks out against Christian
people being impressed with the values of “high society”
and ignoring the needs of the poor.
4. Invite members to share a time when they have felt
ignored, passed by, or discriminated against.
Ask if anyone has experienced the opposite—a
time when he/she has been shown favoritism.
Compare how each situation made them feel.
How did they handle the two situations? What can they
pull from these experiences and apply to their own
manner of treating others?
5. Invite a member to read James 2:8-13 aloud while the
class listens for what James teaches about our
relationship to the law. Use information found in the
Study Guide section entitled “The Royal Law” to
explain these verses. (It is God’s Law, which Jesus
stated in Matthew 22:36-40.)
Ask members to review the verses and state the
main points of James’ teaching.
—We must love our neighbor as we love ourselves.
—If we show favoritism, we are condemned under the
law.
—To break one part of the law is to break the whole law.
The law sets us free to act responsibly toward
both God and others. (Point out that expecting that we
will be judged by the law is reason enough that we
should talk and act in mercy toward others.)
6. Enlist someone to read James 2:14-26. Focus
discussion on the two examples James gives of “dead
faith.”
—Giving words of comfort to someone in dire need but
giving no substantive help.
—Relying solely on correct doctrine which shows no
more faith than what Satan has. Refer the class to
verse 17, “A faith that does not do things is a dead
faith.”

JAMES & JOHN • Unit 1: The Letter of James: Real Faith Acts • Lesson 2: If You’re Really Christian
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7. Briefly tell the story of Abraham and Isaac and the
story of Rahab and the spies. (Or invite a class member
beforehand to prepare to share.) Ask members to name
people they know who show their faith by their actions.

Encourage Application
8. Discuss how showing favoritism negates (to cause to
be ineffective or invalid) our belief in Jesus.
Circle back to James 2:5—“God has chosen
those who are poor in the things of this world to be rich
in faith.” Lead the class to consider ways your own
church reaches out to people who are considered
insignificant by the larger world; explore ways the
church may show favoritism.
Encourage members to be proactive in being
welcoming and showing kindness to all people, both
inside and outside the church.
9. Refer to the title of today’s lesson, “If You’re Really
Christian.” Lead the class to reflect on James 2 and
suggest some ways they can demonstrate they are really
Christ’s followers. Close in prayer.

A homeless boy in Yekaterinburg, Russia, emerges from beneath the
street where he lives. The homeless live underground next to warm
pipes that heat the city in an effort to stay warm in the frigid conditions. Source: www.baptistcollege.edu/news_events/press/2006/russia_homeless.htm

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Write these two incomplete statements on the marker
board and ask members to complete them:
Real Faith is _____________________________.
Real Faith is not __________________________.
(Examples: Real Faith is not just words...not just
doctrine.) State that today’s lesson in James teaches us
what real faith is and what real faith is not. James asserts
that our actions demonstrate our faith, and without action
our faith is empty.

Encourage Application
♦ Encourage members to evaluate their own faith based
on what they have learned from James.
Point out that it is easy to talk about meeting
people’s needs, but it is a different matter to take action.
Brainstorm who the marginalized people are in your
community (people who are left out or looked down on).
As a class, work with the church’s missions or
benevolence committee to identify a person or family in
need. Outside of class, meet to design a way that class
members can meet this need and thus demonstrate that
they really care.
♦ Close with a prayer of gratitude that we are saved by
faith and that we have opportunities to demonstrate our
faith through acts of kindness to those the larger world
considers insignificant.

Leprosy is still common in some parts of India (which has 1,000
leper colonies), Egypt, Nepal, Somalia, Liberia, Vietnam, and Japan. (Left) This young man was afflicted with leprosy as shown in
this 1991 photo. (Right) In 1994, after the drug therapy prescribed
for leprosy, his appearance is more normal and he is working in the
hospital where he once received treatment. Unfortunately, many
people today who have leprosy have already lost limbs and their
eyesight before they get access to the medication which stops the
disease’s progression. Sources: wikipedia.org and africanleprosy.blogspot.com

These Ameriasian children in Okinawa faced cruelty and bullying
in school because of their mixed heritage. Finally, in June 1998,
their desperate mothers established a school just for them in Ginowan City. Run on very limited funds, the school provides a safe place
for them to learn both Japanese and English curriculum.
Source: my.glasscity.net/~sorah/AmerAsian%20School%20on%20Okinawa.htm

JAMES & JOHN • Unit 1: James: Real Faith Acts • Lesson 3: Words That Show Faith—or Not
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 3: Words That Show Faith—or Not

Lesson Focus
Words are powerful and serve as indicators of the nature
and reality of our faith.

Focal Text
James 3:1-12

Memory Verse
“Giving thanks and speaking bad words come from the
same mouth. ...This is not right!” (James 3:10)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Make sure a marker board (or flip chart) and markers
will be available for use.
♦ Before class, use the marker board to prepare a display
of today’s lesson title and the columns described in
Connect with Life #1.
♦ Bring small slips of paper and pens for everyone to use
in Connect with Life #2.

Connect with Life
1. Use a marker board and markers to display the title of
today’s lesson:
Words That Show Faith–or Not

Beneath the title, draw a vertical line, making two
columns. Ask: What kinds of words would show faith?
Receive responses and write them in the first
column. (Examples: Praises to God, truthful, humble,
helpful)
Then ask: What kinds of words would not show
faith? Write responses in the second column. (Examples:
Rumors, uncivil speech, slander, curses on others,
mindless emails, sarcasm)
2. Provide a small slip of paper and pen to each class
member. Ask members to reflect on teachers they have
had in the past. Instruct them to choose one who inspired

and blessed them with words or one who hurt and
discouraged them with words. Instruct them to write
what the teacher said on the paper. Allow time for
reflection and writing, then ask for volunteers to share
how the teacher’s words either encouraged or
discouraged them.
Point out that though some teachers taught us years
ago, we can still feel the effect of their words today.
Ask: What does this tell about the power of words?
3. State that in today’s lesson, James focuses on a
particular kind of doing—speaking. He shows us the
power of words for both good and evil, and he
encourages us as Christians to allow the Lord to use our
words for good.

Guide the Study
4. Invite members to read James 3:1-2 to discover why it
is important for teachers to speak the truth. Discuss why
students (old and young) hold it against teachers who
have not taught what is true and right.
5. State that James 3:3-8 presents three illustrations of
the power of the tongue:
—a bit of a horse (3:2-3)
—a rudder for a ship (3:4)
—a small fire (3:5).
As needed, explain that a bit is a small implement
placed in the mouth of a large animal (like a horse) to
control it. A rudder is a small implement that directs a
large vessel, and the reckless use of it might lead to
shipwreck. The small fire, an image from nature,
demonstrates the destructive power of speech. A small
fire that spreads can destroy everything in its path.
Likewise, a tongue out of control becomes an instrument
of devastation.
Form the class into three groups and assign verses
and an illustration to each group. Ask each group to
discuss how the illustration demonstrates the power of
the tongue.
6. Comment that many of us today have no experience
with a horse’s bit or ship’s rudder.
Ask: If James were writing his letter today, what
modern illustration might he use? Allow time for
responses. (Example: Tiny microchips control many
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household products today—computers, printers, cameras,
telephones, TVs, ovens, microwaves, children’s
electronic toys, and more.)

Supplemental Teaching Ideas

7. Discuss this saying: Talking out of both sides of his
mouth. Read James 3:9-12 to learn what James says
about people who talk out of both sides of their mouth.
Discuss, using these questions:
—What does James say is not right (3:9)? (giving thanks
to God but speaking bad words to men)
—What reason does James give for not speaking bad
words to men (3:9)? (We are all made in God’s
image.)
—What examples does James give that a true Christian
would not do such things (3:11-12)? (A well cannot
give both good and bad water; a tree or vine cannot
produce two kinds of fruit.)

Words that Bless
Ask: What words most bless you as you interact with
people in your daily life? Explain that this could include
words of encouragement, praise, or prayers by others for
you. Allow time for members to answer. Suggest that
today’s lesson encourages us to be sensitive to how our
words can bless the Lord and others.
State that James, like Jesus, taught that faith is
shown through action, and action includes our speech.
James teaches that what we say should be said rightly.

Encourage Application
8. Brainstorm with the class how Christians often “speak
out of both sides of their mouth.” Use the following as a
partial list, written on the marker board. Add class
responses to the list.
—Giving insincere words of blessing – not following up
with sincere acts of kindness
—Gossiping – using intercessory prayer as an occasion
for spreading rumor
—Biting humor – using humor to humiliate another
person
—Sarcasm – using sarcasm to tear down another person
9. Present the case study below:
Mr. Wong served on the church finance committee at
his local church. He had strong opinions about how the
church money should be spent. When other members
disagreed with him, he would become angry. He would
later write emails to the entire church membership
making accusations against other members.
Lead the class to consider in what ways written
words may have more power for har m than spoken
words.
10. Close in prayer that each class member will guard
their use of words in the coming week, so that they
would bless the Lord and other people.

Connect with Life
♦ Write this topic on the marker board:

Encourage Application
♦ Ask: Is the way you say something as important as

what you say? Allow time for members to respond. Point
out that faithful Christians should acknowledge that
what we say and how we say it gives powerful, public
testimony to the nature and reality of our faith.
Close in prayer that each member would recognize
the potential power of words—words that can harm or
bless—and would work hard to control our speech so
that we bless God and others.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 4: Want Peace? Start Here

Lesson Focus

Guide the Study

Selfish and self-centered behaviors bring conflict and are
not in accord with the Christian way of life.

3. Display the outline of today’s study in a prominent
place in your classroom (marker board or flip chart):
The Source of Wisdom (James 3:13-18)
The Source of Fighting (James 4:1-6)
The Source of Peace (James 4:7-12)
State that knowing the source of something gives us
an understanding that will be helpful in following the
advice James gives in his book.

Focal Text
James 3:13 to 4:12

Memory Verse
“Those who plant seeds of peace will gather what is
right and good.” (James 3:18)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Make sure a marker board (or flip chart) and markers
will be available for use.
♦ Bring small slips of paper and pens for everyone to use
in Connect with Life #2.
♦ Before class, use the marker board to prepare a display
of today’s lesson title described in Connect with Life #1
and the outline of study in Guide the Study #3.

Connect with Life
1. Before class, write the phrase Jekyll and Hyde on the
marker board. Begin class by asking if anyone ever feels
like he/she is a Jekyll and Hyde. If no one responds,
explain that the phrase means a person who is vastly
different in moral character from one situation to the
next. Explain, too, that the phrase originally portrayed a
person with a split personality—within the same person,
there was both a good and an evil personality.
2. Comment that sometimes we feel like we are a blend
of both good and bad. But James says we cannot be both
bad and good at the same time—we must choose.
(Recall the illustrations from Lesson 3 that both
fresh water and salty water cannot flow from the same
stream, and a vine cannot produce two different kinds of
fruit.)
The Book of James is full of practical advice for
living out our faith in healthy ways. James calls us to
make moral choices about our words and our deeds, so
that we find a life of peace with God and with others.

4. Invite someone to read James 3:13-18 aloud while the
class listens for the two kinds of wisdom. (One kind:
Wisdom from God; another kind: Wisdom from the
world, non-Christian influences, and the devil; see James
3:15). Discuss the passage using these questions:
—How do people act who get wisdom from sources
other than God? (They are jealous, they fight to get
what they want, and they do every kind of wrong
thing.)
—What qualities describe lives of believers who get
their wisdom from God? (pure, peaceable, gentle,
obedient, full of loving-kindness)
5. Ask: Why do believers so readily get wisdom from the
world and the devil rather than from God? Discuss ways
believers are influenced by the world and the devil
today.
6. Say: James states that if we plant seeds of peace we
will gather what is right and good. Lead members to
think of someone they know who exemplifies a
peacemaker. Allow time for them to share experiences of
observing (or being) a peacemaker, sowing seeds of
peace within a family or church situation. Suggest that
each member strive to become a peacemaker. Remind
them that God is the source of the wisdom that brings
peace.
7. Lead the class to discuss why there is fighting and
conflict among Christians. Receive responses, then lead
the class to read James 4:1-6 to find James’ answer.
Call on someone to summarize the verses, which
might include these ideas:
—People want things for themselves and are willing to
fight and even kill to get them.
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—They don’t ask God for what they want, or if they do,
they ask only to please themselves.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas

8. Call for a moment of reflection and ask: Is there
fighting and conflict in your church or in your family?
How might understanding the source of fighting help
believers look to God to meet their needs rather than
insisting on getting their selfish desires met?
Point out that God wants to give us His grace
(loving-favor) when we stop seeking our own pleasure
and humbly rely on God to meet our needs.

♦ Before class, write these questions on a marker board:

9. State that the steps for making peace are found in the
next passage. Read James 4:7-12 aloud while members
notice the steps that are given.
As members respond, list the steps on the marker
board:
—Give yourself to God
—Stand against the devil
—Come close to God
—Clean up your heart
—Humble yourself
—Don’t talk against others.
10. Refer to verse 10 and ask members to read it
together: “Let yourself be brought low before the Lord.
Then He will lift you up and help you.”
Suggest that the model for doing this is Jesus who
“gave up His important place and obeyed by dying on a
cross” (Philippians 2:8).
11. Ask: According to verses 11-12, why should we not
speak bad things about others? Receive responses.
As needed, comment: Speaking against one another
does not honor God. God has given us a law of love. He
alone can be a righteous judge. Therefore we should not
sit in judgment on others.

Encourage Application
12. Lead members to consider characteristics of a
peacemaker. Discuss things a peacemaker does to bring
about wholeness when fighting and conflict exist.
Close in prayer for each member to be a
peacemaker, for the Lord’s honor.

Connect with Life
Where do wars come from?
Where do abusive (angry) behaviors come from?
What is the origin of fault-finding?
During class, call attention to the questions, then
write this incomplete sentence on the board:
Conflict comes from ________________.
Lead members to suggest a completion for the
sentence. State that in today’s lesson James tells us
where fighting and conflict come from and what we
must do to become peacemakers.

Encourage Application
♦ Ask: How do you see yourself on a scale of 1 to 10 for

being a peacemaker? Allow members time to reflect.
Then repeat today’s Memory Verse together. Suggest
that during the coming week, members review Things to
Think About from the Study Guide for further
application of lessons taught by James.
Close in prayer that members would plant seeds of
peace during the coming week.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 5: Living as if God Doesn’t Matter

Lesson Focus
To live as if time goes on forever and to accumulate
possessions as if they are what’s truly important in life
exemplify the foolishness of trying to live without God.

Focal Text
James 4:13 to 5:6

Memory Verse
“What you should say is, ‘If the Lord wants us to, we
will live and do this or that.’ ” (James 4:15)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Make sure a marker board (or flip chart) and markers
will be available for use.
♦ For Connect with Lie #1, write the categories on the
marker board before class or make copies of the handout
on page 15 to use during the lesson’s introduction. Bring
extra pencils or pens in case someone needs one.

Connect with Life
1. Ask: How much time do you spend on an average day
in each of these categories? Write the categories on the
marker board before class.
Sleeping and personal upkeep
Eating and drinking
Housework
Caring for family members
Shopping for goods and services
Leisure and sports
Phone calls/mail/emails
Civic and religious activities
Studying
(Or, if you chose to make copies of the handout
on page 15, distribute them now, along with pencils or
pens.)
Allow time for members to calculate their totals.
Then ask: How much does God matter in the ways you
use your time? After a time of reflection, state that often
we live foolishly, with self-sufficiency, as if God doesn’t
matter.
2. State that James reminds us that our faith has to work!

And in today’s lesson he warns us of some danger areas
where we could get trapped and bogged down in the
Christian life. Jesus also warned us that the path to
heaven is narrow and the way is steep.

Guide the Study
3. Enlist someone to read James 4:13-14 aloud while the
class listens for the warning James gives for making
plans as if God doesn’t matter.
Ask: What is wrong with making plans for
tomorrow? (Possible responses: Making plans without
talking to God first is self-focused, not God-focused. We
cannot presume that we will be alive tomorrow.
Focusing on self can leave no room to plan to help
others or to serve God.)
Comment that success in life is not whether we
can make plans and carry them out, but rather success is
when our goals and purposes line up with God’s plans
for us.
4. Enlist another member to read James 4:15-17 aloud
while the class listens for the warning which James gives
for thinking as if God doesn’t matter.
Ask: Where should planning start? (First, with
thinking about God’s will)
Lead members to consider how to discover
God’s will or plan for their life. Offer these suggestions,
as needed:
a. Make Christ the Savior of your life.
b. Make Christ the Lord of all your life, not just
part of it.
c. Live according to God’s instructions.
d. Seek God’s guidance through serious prayer
and Bible reading.
e. Seek godly counsel from mature Christians.
Point out that James reminds us that knowing
God’s will and not following it is a sin.
5. Turn to James 5:1-3 and ask someone to read aloud
while the class listens for the warning from James about
keeping things as if God doesn’t matter.
Ask: What reason does James give for the rich
crying? (Possible response: They have saved riches for
themselves, only to find in the last days that their riches
have no value.)
Lead members to reflect on these questions:
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—Am I hoarding wealth rather than using it to serve
God and others?
—Does my wealth have a purpose?
—What good have I done with my money in the last
year? What about in the last five years?
Suggest that members consider identifying at
least one way they can use their money more wisely and
commit to doing so in the coming months/year.

Making plans
Thinking
Keeping things
Treating others
State that in today’s lesson, James gives some
stern warnings to help us pay attention and stay away
from those things which would cause us to live a foolish
life.

6. State that the warning James gives for treating others
as if God doesn’t matter is found in James 5:4-6. Invite
someone to read these verses aloud.
Invite discussion of circumstances today where
this warning is applicable. (Possible responses: Sweat
shops where workers work for low wages, long hours,
and under poor working conditions; immigrant workers
who do hard labor for little pay; slave trade where
individuals had no rights at all and are forced to serve
wealthy households)

Encourage Application

7. Call for a moment of reflection on these questions:
—Do I always treat others fairly?
—Do I use my wealth for my own enjoyment without
considering the needs of others?
—Have I refused to help someone because it would not
benefit me?
Suggest that members consider identifying at
least one way they could treat another person more fairly,
perhaps a family member, neighbor, or co-worker, and
commit to doing so in the coming months/year.

Encourage Application
8. State that getting a perspective on life involves
knowing it will not go on forever. Share these Scripture
verses that speak of the brevity of life:
A shadow (Psalm 102:11)
A whiff of breath (Job 7:7)
A vanishing cloud (Job 7:9)
A wild flower (Psalm 103:15)
Point out that because life is a vapor/fog and
because we are here today and gone tomorrow, this is all
the more reason our life goals should be in line with
God’s purposes for us.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Invite the class to think of a person they know (or know

of) who lives as if God doesn’t matter.
Ask: In what areas of life do they live as if God
doesn’t matter? Receive responses. Compare responses
to the four subtitles of today’s lesson in the Study Guide:

♦ Ask the class to think back over their life and consider

this question: When I faced a major decision about time
or money, how did I make it?
Close in prayer that members would heed the
warnings given by James and not live as if God doesn’t
matter, but instead, that they would put God first in all
areas of their life.
Connect with Life handout

In an Average Day
How much time do you spend on...

Sleeping and personal upkeep
Eating and drinking
Housework
Caring for family members
Shopping for goods and services
Leisure and sports
Phone calls/mail/emails
Civic and religious activities
Studying
Other activities

Total:
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 6: Living Faith in Christian Community

Lesson Focus
A true Christian community is not just another group of
people; instead, it is characterized by qualities of
authentic Christian faith.

Focal Text
James 5:7-20

Memory Verse
“My Christian brothers, if any of you should be led away
from the truth, let someone turn him back again.”
(James 5:19)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Make sure a marker board (or flip chart) and markers
will be available for use.
♦ On the marker board or flip chart, write the words to
the children’s song used in Connect with Life #1. If you
would like to hear the tune, use this link:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsaQxghTavY
Or you can search: “song, the more we get together” and
find several other options if the above link is inactive.

Connect with Life
1. Before class, write the words to this children’s song
on the marker board or flip chart:
The more we get together, together, together,
The more we get together, the happier we’ll be.
For your friends are my friends, and my friends
are your friends,
The more we get together, the happier we’ll be.
During class, invite members who know the
song to tell where they have heard it sung.
Ask: What message do children get from this
song? Explain that children’s workers use the song to
teach children the importance of thinking and acting as a
group, rather than thinking only of themselves.
2. Introduce today’s lesson with these comments:
James makes it clear that believers share a
living faith. That faith places us in a body—a
community. And as a Christian community, we care for

one another and help one another on the way of life.
Sometimes we may join in praying for healing for a sick
brother or sister, unite to help someone in need, or
struggle with someone in breaking free from a sin that
has overtaken him/her.
3. Say: In our lesson today, James tells about four
behaviors that should characterize the common life we
share with one another in Christ.

Guide the Study
4. State that one behavior found in a Christian
community is patience. Lead the class to read James
5:7-11 while noticing how often the word wait is used.
Discuss the passage with these questions:
—When does your impatience show the most?
—James reminds us to be patient like the
____________. (farmer)
—Why should we not complain against each other?
(We can trust God to judge rightly.)
—How does being patient help us handle disagreements
and suffering? (We can hang on with confidence that
God will act.)
5. As a case study, briefly tell the story of Job (or before
class, invite a member to prepare to tell the story).
Add these comments: Job was someone who,
because of his suffering, had a cause to complain. Yet he
clung to his faith, and his faith gave him hope. In the
end, God rewarded him for his faithfulness.
State that Job is an excellent model for us to
follow when we have difficulties. When we are patient,
we demonstrate that we trust in the goodness of God,
Who will make things right in the end. We can leave the
final outcome to God.
6. State that a second behavior found in a Christian
community is honor. Invite someone to read verse 12
aloud, then ask: Is swearing a way to prove that you are
telling the truth? What does James say is needed?
(telling the truth with simple honesty)
Point out that this lesson reminds us that we
need to be honest with our family, friends, co-workers,
and fellow church members—because honesty builds
strong community.
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7. Point out that sooner or later in life, we will all need
help. Being in the community of faith does not guarantee
a life free from difficulty. Struggles and trials are a part
of life, and we find strength through the resource of
prayer. Lead the class to read James 5:13-18, noticing
what James says about prayer—the third behavior found
in a community of faith.
8. Ask members to review the verses and name the times
James says we should pray. Write the list on the marker
board. (When we suffer, are happy, are sick, fall into sin,
or have a need for blessing)
Ask: From the list, what conclusion can we make
about the place of prayer in the lives of individuals and
the faith community? (It should be central.)
Call for personal reflection, using the following
questions. Allow members to respond voluntarily.
—Does prayer have a central place in my life?
—When I face difficulty, how willing am I to call on a
mature Christian to pray for me?
—Do I pray for the needs of others as passionately as I
do for my own?
—Do I sometimes think prayer doesn’t work? Why or
why not?
9. Referring to verse 14, state that oil was a way of
referring to medical care in the ancient world. Both
prayer and getting medical attention are important.
10. State that the fourth behavior found in a community
of faith is protecting one another. An important way to
protect fellow believers is to help get them out of the trap
of sin and back on the right way.
Invite someone to read verses 19-20 aloud.
Ask: Why is it crucial that we help others in the
family of faith who have lost their way or who have
gotten tangled up in sin? Why is it important that we are
also open to receive help from other Christians?
Receive responses.

Encourage Application
11. Circle back to the song introduced in Connect with
Life, #1. Invite volunteers to share what insights they
have gained from James’ instruction that will help them
think and act as responsible members of a faith
community rather than thinking only of themselves.
12. Close in prayer that we may truly live our faith in
Christian community.
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Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Ask the class to suggest names of various types of

communities, besides the church, in which members
share a common bond. List class members’ responses on
the marker board. Discuss the common bond that unites
and the behaviors that characterize each community.
Possible examples of communities:
International Student Fellowships
Alcoholics Anonymous Clubs
Ethnic communities in exile
Point out that in each community the group as a
whole benefits when members care for one another and
help each other along the way.
State that the book of James concludes with an
emphasis on Christian living in which our faith
expresses itself in behaviors that put the welfare of the
group ahead of our own personal interests. In our lesson
today, James tells four behaviors that should characterize
the common life we share with one another in Christ.

Encourage Application
♦ Review the four behaviors characteristic of a Christian
community that James suggested. Ask: How would you
rate your church community in each area?
Lead members to consider one thing your Bible
study group could do to strengthen the sense of
community in your church. Close in prayer for one
another and for your church.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 7: Centering Life on the Word of Life

Lesson Focus
When we receive the life made available to us by God
sending His Son, we open the way for us to live our lives
in fellowship with Him.

Focal Text
1 John 1:1 to 2:2

Memory Verse
“Christ is the Word of Life. He was from the
beginning.” (1 John 1:1a)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Make sure a marker board (or flip chart) and markers
will be available for use.
♦ If you use the Supplemental Teaching Ideas/Connect
with Life option, decide if you will draw a large bull’s
eye on the marker board or if you want to use one of the
clip art samples included at the end of this teaching plan.
You may want to enlarge the sample on a copy machine
so it will be much bigger for use before the class.

Connect with Life
1. Suggest that the class pretend they are in a grammar
class.
Say: We want to learn what the word “center”
means when it is used as a noun and what it means when
it is used as a verb.
Write a dictionary entry on the marker board,
similar to this, but don’t write the actual definition:
center n.
center v.
Invite the class to suggest words that would
explain the meaning of “center” as a noun and as a verb.
List the words. (Possibilities: Noun: middle, axis, bull’s
eye, heart, inside; verb: focus, concentrate, train, cluster)
Invite members to give opinions about the
purpose of a center.
2. On a flip chart or in the corner of a marker board,
write the title of the unit just studied from the Book of
James and the title for the study from 1 John:

Real Faith Acts – James
Tests of Real Christianity – 1 John
State that today we continue our study of “real
faith” as we begin a study of 1 John. Write the title of
today’s lesson under the unit title and say: Real faith
begins with centering our life on the Word of Life, who is
Christ.
(As you study each preceding lesson, add the
lesson title to the poster/board.)

Guide the Study
3. Ask: What does it mean to center our life on Christ?
Enlist someone to read 1 John 1:1-4 aloud while
the class listens for what John says about Christ. Lead
members to answer these questions:
—Why could John testify about Christ? (He had
personally seen and touched Jesus.)
—What was the purpose of his testimony? (to share with
others what he knew of Christ so their joy would be
full)
—What was John’s message about Christ? (Christ is the
Word of Life and Life; He was from the beginning;
He was with the Father and came down to us.)
Discuss how this passage shows Christ’s
humanity and His divinity.
4. Read 1 John 1: 5-7 aloud. Ask: What comes to your
mind when you think of “light”?
Receive responses, then ask: What comes to
your mind when you think of God as Light? (warmth,
visibility, clear path, no darkness)
Invite members to read what Jesus said about
Himself in John 8:12. Read the verse aloud.
Ask: What does John tell us in 1 John that we
must do to walk in the light of Christ? (Choose to walk
in the light—point out the word if in verse 7—by being
obedient to God’s law and by accepting the cleansing
that comes when we confess and turn from our sins.)
5. Remind the members that today they are in a grammar
class. Ask them to read 1 John 1:8 to 2:2 to find three
conditional sentences that begin with the word “if.”
Call for volunteers to read the sentences aloud.
Lead the class to develop a summary statement for these
verses.
Write the statement on the marker board.
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(Sample statement: If we don’t acknowledge that we sin,
we lie to ourselves, and we also make God a liar because
He says we are all sinners. But when we confess, God is
faithful to forgive and to cleanse us from our sin.)

Encourage Application
6. Use the questions in the Study Guide, “Things to
Think About” to garner a personal response to today’s
lesson. Read the questions one by one and allow
members to respond voluntarily.
7. Invite each member to choose a verse from today’s
Bible passage that tells a truth that will help them make
Christ the center of their life. Allow time for members to
share the verse they chose. Close in prayer that we will
demonstrate real faith as we center our lives in Christ.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Draw a large target (with a bull’s eye) on a marker
board (or use the clip art samples).
Ask: What is the purpose of a target?
After the class members give their opinions, ask:
—How desirable is it to hit the bull’s eye of the target?
—What happens when you miss the bull’s eye?
—What happens when you don’t pay attention to the
bull’s eye in the target at all?
State that today we begin a new unit titled,
“Tests of Real Christianity,” and today’s lesson,
“Centering Life on the Word of Life,” begins a study
from the book of 1 John. Centering our life on Christ is
like hitting the bull’s eye in our walk of faith. Note that
John also tells us what to do when we miss the bull’s
eye.

Encourage Application
♦ Call for a moment of reflection by asking: How real is
your faith?
List the following on the marker board and ask
the class to respond by considering how consistent they
are in hitting the bull’s eye of making Christ the center of
all areas of their life.
fellowship with Christ
fellowship with others
acknowledging and confessing sin
receiving Christ’s cleansing

Remind any not-yet Christians in your class that
receiving God’s Son is receiving Life and Light and
opens the way to living in fellowship with God and man.
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Close with a prayer for each member to make
obeying Christ the center of his/her life.

Page 20

JAMES & JOHN • Unit 2: Tests of Real Christianity • Lesson 8: Knowing We Know Christ

Teaching Guide
Lesson 8: Knowing We Know Christ

Lesson Focus

Guide the Study

Christians can have the assurance that they truly know
God by looking at whether they obey God, relate to
others in love, and believe Jesus Christ is the Son of
God.

3. Focus attention on 1 John 2:3-6. State that John seems
to be arguing against people who say they know Christ,
but whose lives don’t show it.
In groups of two, invite members to read the
verses and contrast those who truly know Christ and
those who only say they know Him. After a time, call for
reports.
List ideas on the marker board under two
columns:

Focal Text
1 John 2:3-27

Memory Verse
“But whoever obeys His Word has the love of God made
perfect in him. This is the way to know if you belong to
Christ.” (1 John 2:5)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Make sure a marker board (or flip chart) and markers
will be available for use.
♦ Before class time, enlist a member to prepare to do a
dramatic reading of 1 John 2:12-17 (Guide the Study
#7).

Connect with Life
1. Introduce the term litmus test by writing it on the
marker board and inviting members to tell what they
understand a litmus test is. As needed, explain that it is a
test for acids and alkalis using litmus paper. The paper is
stained with a dye called litmus that is red under acid
conditions and blue under alkaline conditions.
Explain that the term litmus test also means “a
simple test to establish true character.”
Ask: Is there a litmus test that establishes
whether a person really knows Christ? If so, what might
it be? (Receive responses.)
2. Explain that, just as in life there are some litmus tests
that determine whether something is true or not, there
are also tests that help us know that we really know
Christ. The test of our faith is revealed by what we do
and in whom we believe.
Say: In our lesson today, John gives three tests
for knowing that we know Christ and are close to Him.
Suggest that members can use these three tests to
evaluate their relationship with Christ.

Truly Know
•
•
•
•
•
•

Say They Know
•
•
•
•
•
•

4. Lead the class to determine the key word for the first
test that John gives for truly knowing Christ—
obedience.
5. Invite someone to read 1 John 2:7-11 aloud while the
class listens for a second test for whether we truly know
Christ? Ask the class to name the second test—love for
others.
In groups of two, invite members to compare
people who walk in darkness (live in hate) and people
who walk in light (live in love).
6. Use information in the Study Guide to explain the Old
Law and the New Law. Point out that John is assuring
his readers (and us) that as the true Light shines for all to
see, the darkness of hate will go away.
Say: When we choose love over hate and walk in
the light of love that Jesus gives, we have passed the
second test.
7. Call on the previously enlisted person to do a dramatic
reading of 1 John 2:12-17. As the person reads, ask the
class to pick out elements of poetry found in the verses.
(the refrain, the groups of individuals addressed, the
repetition, the rhythm)
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8. Lead a discussion of who John may have meant when
he referred to “my children, fathers, and young
men.” (Possibilities: The whole congregation, sub-groups
in the community, all those growing in maturity)
Ask: What encouragement did John give to these
groups of people? What warning did he give to them?
(refer to verse 15)
9. Ask if any in the class may think there is a paradox
between God’s love for the world (John 3:16) and John’s
negative assessment of the world. Explain that creation is
good, and all God created is good, but people can and do
make choices for evil and oppose God.
10. Referring to verse 16, ask members to name the three
things that do not come from God. Write these categories
on the board:
The Flesh

The Eyes

Pride

Invite the class to suggest an example in each
category of a worldly way of living. (Example: flesh:
sexual sins; eyes: always wanting more; pride: seeking
glory for self)
Comment that this way of living is worldly,
temporary, and far from the will of God.
11. State that 1 John 2:18-27 reveals the third test that
helps us know if we really know Christ. Read the verses,
then discuss using these questions:
—What does John call people who had left the
community of faith? (false-christs)
—How does John describe false-christs? (verses 22-23.
liars, people who deny Christ and thus deny the
Father as well)
—In what way does John affirm the community of faith?
(verse 20, They had the Holy Spirit and therefore had
the truth.)
—How does John say we can keep from being deceived?
(verses 26-27, He reminded us to listen to the
internal voice of God’s Spirit. If we listen, He will
guide us into truth and keep us from falling into a
lie.)

Encourage Application
12. Review the three tests for how we can know that we
know Christ, found in today’s Bible passage. List the
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three tests vertically on the marker board. Beside
Obedient, write Habit; beside Love, write Fruit; beside
Faith in Christ, write Foundation.
OBEDIENT

Habit

LOVE

Fruit

FAITH IN
CHRIST

Foundation

Ask: Is obedience to God’s truth the habit of
your life? Is love the fruit of your life? Is your faith in
Christ, the Son of God, the foundation of your life?
13. Close in prayer that our lives would give evidence
that we know Christ.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Present this imaginary situation and ask members for
responses:
You have a very serious eye problem, and you
may be facing blindness. An operation promises some
degree of hope that the problem can be fixed. You have
several names of doctors to consider. What criteria
would you use to decide which doctor to use? How
would you know if what you heard about the doctor
matches what he is able to do?
Call attention to the title of today’s lesson. State
that in the Bible passage, John writes to give his readers
(and us) assurance and warnings of how we can know
that we know Christ. We are left to examine our life and
judge our behavior, and gain assurance that we have real
faith.

Encourage Application
♦ Allow a time of silence for members to reflect, using
these questions as a guide:
—Is obeying God’s truth the habit of my life ?
—Do I love God with all my heart and my neighbor as
myself?
—Do I believe that Jesus is truly the Christ, fully divine
and fully human?
Close in prayer that our lives would give
evidence of real faith in Christ so that we might help
others pass the tests of faith, too.
Remind members to make reflection on the
Memory Verse and “Things to Think About” (in the
Study Guide) a part of their daily devotions each week.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 9: Facing the Future with Confidence

Lesson Focus
We can prepare confidently for the future by living as
God’s children today.

Focal Text
1 John 2:28 to 3:10

Memory Verse
“And now, my children, live by the help of Him. Then
when He comes again, we will be glad to see Him and
not be ashamed.” (1 John 2:28)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Make sure a marker board (or flip chart) and markers
will be available for use.
♦ Refer to Supplemental Teaching Ideas/Connect with
Life and determine whether you will use the additional
introductory comments about good luck charms around
the world. Read the article at the website listed.

Connect with Life
1. Begin today’s class by asking if members have seen
the movie The Sound of Music and remember the song “I
Have Confidence” with the summary line at the end, “I
have confidence in confidence alone; besides which you
see I have confidence in me!”
Call attention to today’s lesson topic. Invite
members to think of one thing that gives them
confidence as they face the future. Allow a moment for
reflection before sharing a personal example. (An
example might be, “I have confidence, no matter what,
my friends will always be there for me.” Allow members
to share voluntarily.
2. Point out that having confidence in confidence alone
hardly brings assurance for the future. Every confidence
must be based on something or somebody. Refer to the
examples shared in #1, and ask members to state the
basis on which their confidence rests. (Example: My
friends were there for me during my recent surgery.)
3. State that in today’s Scripture passage John assures
his readers that they were living and could continue to

live with confidence that they were children of God in
the world. Today’s study will help us understand what it
means to live as children of God in the world.

Guide the Study
4. Enlist someone to read 1 John 2:28-29 aloud while the
class listens for what John says about “living by the help
of Christ.” Explain that the idea in this expression is
similar to the idea Jesus gave of the vine and the
branches.
Invite the class to read John 15:5 together: “I am
the Vine and you are the branches. Get your life from
Me. Then I will live in you and you will give much
fruit.”
Emphasize that when we abide in Christ, we are
living by the help of Christ now, and we will not be
ashamed when Christ comes again—this is our
confidence for the future.
5. Discuss what it means to be a child of God. (A simple
explanation: God is the source of our identity and nature.
An expanded explanation: Christ is right with God, and
when our actions reveal righteousness and justice, they
give evidence that we are children of God. Doing right
does not make us a child of God. By believing in Christ,
we are graciously received as God’s child, and our
spiritual nature or spiritual DNA is to do right as He is
right.)
6. Comment that in 1 John 3:1-3, John continues to
affirm that we are children of God. Invite someone to
read the verses aloud while members listen for God’s
expression of love. (He calls us His children.) Lead
members to discuss these questions:
—Why do you think it is difficult for people of the world
to understand your confidence in Christ?
—How does knowing you will be like Christ when He
comes again affect the way you live your life today?
—How can you keep yourself pure for the day of Christ’s
return?
—How does God’s love for you as His child give you
confidence for the future?
7. Before reading aloud 1 John 3:4-10, explain that
Christ’s being right with God makes it possible for us
who are sinners to be right with God. Our sins are taken
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away by the sacrificial death of Jesus on our behalf.
(Refer to 1 John 2:2.)
Point out that believers are not sinless. We can
and often do commit individual acts of sin but our lives
are not controlled by sin. Refer back to John’s teachings
in 1 John 2:1 and 1 John 1:9 that tell what we should do
when we sin. Call on someone to read these verses aloud.
Ask: How do these verses help you face the
future with confidence?
8. Lead the class to summarize what John says about a
person who keeps on sinning. Jot the main points on the
marker board:
—He is disobedient to the Law of God.
—He does not know Christ.
—He belongs to the devil.
—He does not have the Holy Spirit in him.
—He does not do right or love his brother.
Ask the class to state 1 John 3:10 in a positive
way that expresses how children of God express their
family relationship with Christ. (The person who does
what is right and loves his brother belongs to God.)

Encourage Application
9. Engage discussion on this question: Is living like
God’s children complicated? What is involved?
(Responses may include: Being open to God’s Spirit
living within us, letting God’s Spirit lead us into doing
right and loving others.)
Emphasize that if we live in the Spirit today, we
are preparing ourselves to live tomorrow under the
continuing direction and guidance of God’s Spirit. We
can be assured that we can live tomorrow, and the next
day, and all the days of our future with God’s guidance.
10. Invite members to share teachings from today’s
lesson that will help them face the future with
confidence. (Possible responses: We are God’s children;
we can rely on Christ to forgive our sins; we can live
faithful lives by doing right and loving others.)
Close with a prayer of thanksgiving for the
teachings from God’s Word that give assurance for the
future.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Before the meeting, read the Internet article about “27

Popular Good Luck Charms and Symbols from Around
the World” (www.associatedcontent.com/
article/643297/27_popular_good_luck_charms_and_sym
bols.html?cat=7) for an expansive—and sometimes
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humorous—list of what people have used for good-luck
charms through the ages. Pull a few examples from this
list that would make for interesting discussion-starters
for the group. (Example: Westerners have considered a
rabbit’s foot as a good luck charm, but in Africa,
gamblers use alligator’s teeth for their good luck charm.)
Ask the group if they know of other items which
are considered to bring good luck (such as four-leaf
clovers, a statue of Mary, a cross). If your class has
members from non-American cultures, they could
contribute some unique perspectives to the discussion.
Ask: Why do some people carry a good-luck
charm? (Receive responses.)
Explore the idea that people want to have
control of their future. State that having confidence in
God’s good plans for His children is more valuable than
a good-luck charm.
Point out that confidence is the theme that runs
through John’s teachings in today’s Scripture passage.

Encourage Application
♦ Select questions from the Study Guide’s “Things to
Think About” that are appropriate for your group and
allow time for group sharing. Use today’s Memory
Verse as a closing prayer.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 10: Loving Well

Lesson Focus
Loving one another in our acts and not just in our words
is an essential part of being Christian.

Focal Text
1 John 3:11-18, 4:7-12, 19-21

Memory Verse
“My children, let us not love with words or in talk only.
Let us love by what we do and in truth.” (1 John 3:18)

_________________
Prior Preparation
♦ Make sure a marker board (or flip chart) and markers
will be available for use.
♦ To prepare for Guide the Study #3, enlist someone to
prepare to tell the story of Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:310) or ask someone to be prepared to read the
explanation given about these two brothers from the
Study Guide section, “Love, Not Hate.”
♦ To prepare for Encourage Application #10, make
Memory Verse cards for everyone, or use the sample
included in this teaching plan.

Connect with Life
1. Open the class by asking these questions and
encouraging response and participation from the group:
—In your family growing up, how often did you hear the
words “I love you”?
—How often did you feel loved?
—What helped you to feel loved the most—words or
actions?
2. State that today’s Bible lesson will help us learn to
truly “love one another.” Call attention to the lesson
title: Loving Well.
Ask: In your experience, what does “loving
well” look like? (Allow volunteers to share.)

Guide the Study
3. Before class, enlist someone to prepare to tell the
story of Cain and Abel from Genesis 4:3-10 or ask
someone to read the explanation given about them in the

Study Guide, “Love, Not Hate.”
Afterwards, lead the class to read 1 John 3:1118. Ask these questions:
—What was John’s comment about Cain in verse 12?
—What attitude did John link to murder? (hate)
—What explanation does John give for why Cain killed
his brother?
4. Discuss with the class why Cain’s evil actions showed
the evil that was already in his heart. Point out the
importance of not allowing evil to grow in our heart.
5. If any members are parents, ask them how they feel
when their children are suffering. (Possible response:
They would like to take the suffering onto themselves.)
State that God did the same for us by sending
Jesus to die in our place. He took the pain of our sin on
Himself to spare us from death.
Refer to verse 16 and ask: What does John say
believers should be willing to do? (Give our lives for our
brothers)
Refer to verse 17 and ask: What practical way
does John suggest we can show the kind of sacrifice and
love to others that Jesus showed to us?
6. Brainstorm some expressions of love your class could
do for people in need. Select one and plan a class
outreach ministry during the coming week.
Encourage the class by stating that we are not
likely to give our lives for our brothers if we are not
regularly finding ways to show love by what we do.
7. Ask members if anyone can quote a famous verse in
the Bible that tells about God’s love (John 3:16).
Receive responses, then say that 1 John 4:7-11
tells more about God’s love.
Read the verses aloud, then ask:
—How can we know that God is love? (He sent His only
Son into the world to die so that we might live.)
—What did John say the real meaning of love is? (Being
willing to give our lives for our brothers)
Discuss with the class their understanding of
what love really is in light of God’s loving sacrifice for
us. Be sure the discussion includes the fact that love is
not some sentimental feeling or emotion, but it is the
true love God has for us.
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8. Point out that God did not show love to us because we
already loved Him. Instead, the amazing thing is that
God sent His Son to be the sacrifice for our sins even
before we loved Him.
Invite someone to read 1 John 4:19-21. Referring
to verse 10, ask: What is the test of whether our love for
God is real? (whether we love our brother whom we
have seen)
9. Ask members to tell how many brothers and sisters
they have. Comment that our family members are the
ones who know us the best and sometimes challenge us
the most.
Invite sharing of ways siblings show their deep
love for each other.
Comment that John expected believers to have
the same loving attitude, demonstrated through loving
actions, toward fellow believers as we have toward our
own family members.

Encourage Application
10. Before class, prepare a handout card with today’s
Memory Verse (1 John 3:18) printed on it or make copies
of the card shown on this page.
Give each member a card and lead them in
repeating the Memory Verse together. Lead them to
reflect on ways they have shown love to other believers
in the past weeks. Challenge them to think of the name of
someone to whom they can show love during the coming
week. Encourage them not to exclude members of their
own family who may have a need.
11. Close with these comments: John tells us that love is
essential because love is the essence of God. Since God
is love, we who believe in God must be people of love.
Lead a closing prayer for all to be people who
love as God loves.
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Encourage Application
♦ Challenge the class to find new words to replace love

in their vocabulary.
Comment that God demands that we love others.
John tells us that this love is expressed through the
simplest experiences. Invite members to reflect on the
last time the saw someone whose need they could meet.
Ask: What did you do? Did you respond in such
a way that you showed genuine love? Encourage
members to let their daily experiences be illustrations of
today’s lesson.
Encourage members to review the Study Guide,
“Things to Think About” in their daily devotions during
the week. Close in a prayer of gratitude for God’s love.
Sample Memory Verse card

“My children, let us not love with
words or in talk only. Let us love
by what we do and in truth.”
(1 John 3:18)

“My children, let us not love with
words or in talk only. Let us love
by what we do and in truth.”
(1 John 3:18)

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Ask the class to think about the times they use the word

love every day. Engage members in sharing times when
they say they love someone or something. (Example: I
love my new car.)
As they share, jot categories on the marker board
(people, material possessions, actions/attitudes, foods,
etc.). Ask if they agree that love has become one of the
most overused and misused words in our language.
Point out that in today’s Bible lesson, we are
encouraged to live out Christian love in all our
relationships, especially in our family.

“My children, let us not love with
words or in talk only. Let us love
by what we do and in truth.”
(1 John 3:18)
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 11: Believing in God’s Divine-Human Son

Lesson Focus
Essential to authentic Christianity is the belief in Jesus
as God’s Son and that He really became human.

Focal Text
1 John 4:1-6, 13-16a

Memory Verse
“We have come to know and believe the love God has
for us. God is love.” (John 4:16a)
——————————

Prior Preparation
♦ Make sure a marker board (or flip chart) and markers
will be available for use.

Connect with Life
1. Write the following partial sentence on the marker
board and ask members to complete it: All true believers
must agree on these doctrinal points: _______.
Allow discussion but seek to get a consensus.
(Responses may vary, but be sure to include these
points: Jesus was fully God and fully human.)
Ask: What might people who don’t accept these
truths be called? (false teachers, deceivers, atheists,
agnostics, etc.)
2. Remind the class that we are studying the Letters of
John, which provide tests of genuine Christian belief. In
addition to obedience and love, real faith involves
correct belief in who Jesus is.
Say: In today’s lesson, John warns against false
teachers and tells us that right belief about Jesus is
important.

Guide the Study
3. Ask someone to read 1 John 4:1-3 aloud while the
class listens for a test for false teachers.
Ask: How can we tell the difference between the
Spirit from God and the spirit from false teachers?
(God’s Spirit in a person acknowledges that Jesus, God’s
Son, came in a human body. False teachers do not say
Jesus has come in a human body.)

4. Ask: Why is it important to believe in the humanity, as
well as the divinity, of Jesus? (Responses may include:
Our salvation depends on Jesus’ death on the cross; our
life depends on His resurrection; our victory over
temptation and sin is assured by His victory.)
5. Read 1 John 4:4-6. Ask: Why do Christians have the
ability to stand against false teachers? (We have the
Holy Sprit Who lives in us and also the Scripture that
guides us.)
Enlist someone to read this quote from the Study
Guide: “When there is a popular teacher, one thing to
ask is, ‘Who are their followers?’ Are their followers
mature believers who know the Bible, or are they people
who want to hear only things that make them happy?”
Refer to Paul’s warning in 2 Timothy 4:3.
6. Lead the class to discuss criteria for knowing a good
teacher who has the spirit of truth. Point out that good
teachers not only know the Bible, they listen to teachings
and ideas of the Christian community. They teach what
they have learned from other close followers of Jesus.
7. State that the good subtitle for 1 John 4:13-16 is “We
know.” Lead the class to read the verses while they pay
attention to the things John says we know about Christ.
(We know His presence is living in us, His presence
helps us, He loves us.)
8. Ask: How is the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit
demonstrated in the life of a believer? (Refer to previous
lessons. Obedience, Love, Faith)
Ask: How does telling others of Christ
demonstrate the Holy Spirit’s presence in your life?
Suggest that members consider ways they might
demonstrate His presence more fully in their life.

Encourage Application
9. Lead the class to share responses to these questions
from the Study Guide, “Things to Think About”:
#1 What are some of the false teachings about
Jesus you have heard?
#4 How can you be sure your beliefs about Jesus
are right? How can you be sure about others’ beliefs?
10. Close in prayer that members would know they are
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truly loved by God, and they would allow the Holy Spirit
of truth to help them demonstrate that love to others.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ As members arrive, have written on the marker board
this statement: God has a belly button.
Observe members’ reaction as they read the
statement. Then ask if anyone had to think twice before
acknowledging that the statement is true. Call attention
to today’s lesson title, “Believing in God’s DivineHuman Son.”
Comment that we will not ever be able to
understand with our minds how Jesus can be both fully
human and fully divine. Faith helps us accept what we do
not understand.
State that in our lesson today, John warns his
readers (and us) of the importance of believing that Jesus
is both divine and human. We will be challenged to
consider how we can recognize false teaching about
Christ and the resources we have to stand against false
teaching.

Encourage Application
♦ Lead the class to consider who might be false teachers
in our world today. (motivational conferences and
speakers who promote human achievement without God,
non-Christian religions, promoters of worldly pleasure
and comfort over godly living, etc.) Review the various
tests John says we can use to know whether a teaching is
of God or a false-christ.
Close in prayer that members would follow the
guidance of the Holy Spirit in their lives so they can
identify and resist false teachings.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 12: Living Well by Love and Faith

Lesson Focus
We are guided to victorious Christian living by the
intertwining of our love for God, obedience to God, love
for one another, and faith in Jesus as God’s Son.

Focal Text
1 John 5

Memory Verse
“This is the word He spoke: God gave us life that lasts
forever, and this life is in His Son.” (1 John 5:11)
——————————

Prior Preparation
♦ Make sure a marker board (or flip chart) and markers
will be available for use.
♦ Bring a tape measure, ruler, or yardstick for use during
Connect with Life #1.
♦ Bring half-sheets of paper and pens/pencils for group
work as specified in Connect with Life #7.
♦ If you choose to use the Supplemental Teaching Idea/
Connect with Life, prepare short lengths of three bright
colors of yarn, making a set for each class member.

Connect with Life
1. Bring to class a tape measure, ruler, or yardstick.
Show the measures and lead the class to discuss the use
of these items.
Ask: How important is it to have a standard?
Receive responses, then ask: When do you encounter
standards in your daily life? (speed limits, to-do lists,
work goals, dress codes, indecent speech codes, etc.)
Ask: In what way do standards help us measure
success?
2. State that in today’s lesson, we will study more of
John’s teachings about the standards of real Christianity.
These standards will guide us toward living well.

Guide the Study
3. Ask someone to read 1 John 5:1-3 aloud while the
rest of the class listens for standards or measures of a
true Christian.

Ask members to name the standards (belief,
love, obedience). Jot the three words on the marker
board.
Invite volunteers to expand each word into a
statement, based on what they have learned in previous
lessons. (For example: True Christians believe that Jesus
is both God and man, they love God and others, and they
put into practice what they say they believe.)
Suggest that we can rate how well we pass the
test of real Christianity by evaluating how well we keep
these standards.
4. Ask another member to read 1 John 5:4-10 aloud
while the class listens for evidence that faith is more
than a feeling.
Invite members to state what evidence they find
in verses 4-5 that faith is more than a feeling. (Faith
gives us power to overcome sin.)
Comment that power and overcome are strong
words that indicate action and victory, not just a feeling.
5. Comment that our faith must be grounded in Jesus,
Who is the Son of God. God has provided witnesses to
this fact.
Ask: Who are the witnesses to God’s Son
mentioned in this passage? (In heaven, the three are the
Father, the Word—Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. On earth,
the Holy Spirit, the water, and the blood—references
probably to Jesus’ baptism and death.)
Refer to verse 9 and ask: Where does the most
important testimony about Jesus come from? (God)
6. Ask the members to read 1 John 5:11-13 silently. Call
attention to verses 12 and verse 13b and ask what the
tense of the verbs has and have is. (Present tense) Ask
someone to read the two verses aloud.
Ask: What do believers in the Son have? (Life
that lasts forever)
Ask: When do we get this life? (If we have
trusted Jesus, our forever life has already started.)
Point out that Jesus promised (in John 10:10b),
the abundant life (or “a great full life” as translated in the
New Life version) comes from a relationship of trust in
Him.
7. Ask if members have heard this statement:
“Knowledge is power.”
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State that in 1 John 5:14-21, we find more
statements of things we can know—and this knowledge
helps us live life with confidence.
Ask the class to divide into pairs (groups of two
people). Pass out a half sheet of paper to each pair and
ask that they work together to make a summary list of
things these verses say give us confidence. Allow time
for work, then invite the groups to share. (Possible
responses: Answered prayer, protection from sin and the
devil, a relationship with God, understanding to know
God)

Encourage Application
8. Review what has already been studied about living
well by stating:
—Belief is the backbone of Christian living which results
in faith.
—Love of others gives evidence that we love the Father.
—We express our love through obedience to God’s
commands.
Remind the class that John assures his readers
(and us) that God’s Word is not hard to obey
(1 John 5:3).
9. Draw a simple stick figure on the marker board and
ask: From today’s lesson, what characteristics would a
person exhibit that would show others that he/she is a
Christian?
As members respond, write the characteristics
around the stick figure. (Responses may include: Loving
by word and deed, exercising power over sin, living an
abundant life through the Holy Spirit, trusting God to
answer prayer, living confidently.)
10. Encourage members to live well by letting these
characteristics be evident in their lives. Close with a
prayer of gratitude that we can live confident, effective
lives as we live by love, faith, and obedience to God’s
Word.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Before class, prepare short lengths of three bright

colors of yarn, a set for each class member (about 12
inches per piece). To symbolize today’s lesson, distribute
the three pieces of yarn to each member. Ask that they
hold the three pieces together and then roll/twist/braid
them so that they intertwine.
Explain that the Scripture for today’s study
focuses on the intertwining of three characteristics of
Christian living: Obedience, love, and faith.
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Ask: Is it possible to say we love God and yet
deliberately and consistently not follow God’s
commands?
After discussion, suggest that today’s teachings
from John will give answers to this question.

Encourage Application
♦ Call for a moment of reflection. Ask: What evidence do
others see in your life that you have a relationship with
God?
Close with a prayer of commitment to God to
obey His commands so that we might demonstrate our
faith and our love for Him.
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Teaching Guide
Lesson 13: Give Well and Wisely to God’s Work

Lesson Focus
Christians are to support generously and wisely the work
of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Focal Text
2 John 1-2, 7-11, 3 John 1-11

Memory Verse
“Dear friend, you are doing a good work by being kind
to the Christians, and for sure, to the strangers.”
(3 John 5)
——————————

Prior Preparation
♦ Make sure a marker board (or flip chart) and markers
will be available for use.
♦ Arrange for a member of your church’s Mission
Committee to speak to your class, according to the
specifics given in Connect with Life #1.
♦ Consider the activity described in Supplemental
Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life and determine if you
want to include a speaker from a mission ministry of
your church (such as the benevolence ministry) in
addition to or in place of the speaker from the Mission
Committee (Connect with Life #1). Or invite a
missionary on stateside leave or a retired missionary to
share ways they receive support from churches at home.
To locate missionaries on leave or retired missionaries,
contact your Baptist Association office or your state
Baptist convention.
♦ Consider the optional activity in Supplemental
Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application which requires
you to ask one or more members to share brief personal
stories about missionaries they know or to ask someone
who has been on a mission trip to give a brief testimony.

Connect with Life
1. Before class, arrange for a member of your church’s
Mission Committee to speak to your class about the
mission involvement of the church. Ask that they bring
materials and pictures that tell about the ministries.
2. After the presentation, ask the class to consider how

they think God would evaluate their mission support.
Ask: Are you generous or do you give the bare
essentials to missions? Without allowing for discussion,
comment that if we measure our giving compared to the
way God gave Himself, we would all fall short.
3. State that from John’s teachings in today’s lesson, we
will be challenged to give more of our time, more of our
money, and more hands-on support to mission work and
to missionaries.

Guide the Study
4. On the marker board, write words that describe the
church, as used in the Study Guide section, “Love the
Church.” (body of Christ, family of God, a group of
Christians, hands and feet of Jesus, a special family,
bride of Christ)
Invite someone to read aloud 2 John 1-2 while
the class listens to find one more term that referred to the
church.
Explain that “the chosen lady” probably refers to
the church John was writing to and “her children” were
the members. Point out that this type of salutation
(greeting) showed John’s affection for his readers and
would not have been unusual in that time.
5. Ask: What united this special family together? (Love
and truth)
6. State that the background for John’s warning in 2
John 7-11 was that the church was struggling with many
false teachers who had left the church and were enticing
faithful members to depart with them. Ask members to
recall what the false teachers were denying. (The false
teachers were denying that Jesus was both human and
divine.)
7. Explain that missionary work in New Testament times
meant traveling from one place to another, relying on the
hospitality of people in the church for a place to stay and
food to eat. In that context and with the problem of false
teachers, John gave a warning to the believers.
Assign groups of twos to read 2 John 7-11 and
to suggest a subtitle for the passage. (An example might
be: Be Wise in Your Hospitality.)
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8. Discuss the passage using these questions:
—Why was it important for John to speak such strong
words against the false teachers? (Their teachings
contradicted Christian teaching that Jesus died on the
cross and that He identified with humanity in life and
death.)
—What did John admonish the church to do? (Be wise in
welcoming others into their homes.)
—What did John say was the consequence of inviting
false teachers into their homes? (They would share in the
false teachers’ sin.)
9. Emphasize that John’s teaching does not diminish the
need for Christians to be hospitable. Showing hospitality
is a spiritual gift, and Jesus Himself admonished
believers to welcome strangers. John is encouraging the
believers to welcome traveling teachers wisely so that
their support for messengers of the true Gospel would
not accidentally be given to support those whose
message was opposite of the Gospel.
10. Instruct the class to listen for the names of two
individuals as a member reads aloud 3 John 1-11.
Write the names of the two men on the marker
board. State that Gaius and Diotrephes represent two
opposing views within the church.
Divide the class into two groups. Assign one
group to review what John had to say about Gaius and
tell what he instructed the church to do. Assign the other
group to review what John had to say about Diotrephes
and tell how John planned to deal with the person.
11. Ask: What conclusion might we draw as to who the
“strangers” are that John talks about in verses 5-8?
(missionaries who depended on their Christian hosts for
accommodations and for supplies for the journey)
Point out that Gaius welcomed the missionaries
whom he did not know whereas Diotrephes did not
believe in supporting the missionary work.
Refer to verse 11 and ask: What did John warn
Gaius not to do? (Follow the behavior and belief of
Diotrephes)

Encourage Application
12. Ask the class to consider whether there might be
people like Diotrephes in your church today, and if so,
how could the church deal with them. Then refer to the
missions information presented at the beginning of the
class and ask the class to consider how your church
might be more generous in supporting missions and
missionaries.

Page 31

13. Close in prayer that God will bless those who serve
on the mission fields and will lead your church to give
more generously to mission causes.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
♦ Select a mission ministry of your church and invite a
representative to come and share about the ministry. Or
invite a missionary on stateside leave or a retired
missionary to share ways they received support from
churches at home.
State that today’s lesson deals with being wise in
our support of missions.

Encourage Application
♦ Suggest that members choose one mission ministry of

the church to learn more about, including how the
ministry is funded, and how the ministry protects the
integrity of the Gospel message. Ask that reports be
given the following week.
As an alternative, ask members to share brief
personal stories about missionaries they know or ask
someone who has been on a mission trip to give a brief
testimony.
Close with a prayer of thanksgiving for those
who serve on mission fields, asking for a spirit of
generosity to prevail in your church for supporting
mission involvement.

