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Adult Bible Study in Simplified English—Study Guide 

Growing Together in Christ 

 This unit of study is a series of 14 lessons which focuses on the importance of a Christian’s 

growth as a member of the church. The series emphasizes the importance of a church growing 

together so it can be what God plans for it to be in the world. 

 Unit 1 emphasizes “Beginning the Journey.” The first three lessons focus on a person’s 

response to God’s love, how salvation unites believers in true fellowship, and the need for a 

believer to be committed to Jesus in every area of life. 

 Unit 2 is “Growing in Christ” and includes six lessons. They focus on the need to keep 

learning about the Christian way of life and growth. These lessons explain how the believer’s 

growth depends on the church and how the growth of the church depends on the believer 

continuing to learn how to live for the Lord. 

 Unit Three talks about “Growing Together” in the last six lessons. The early church in the 

book of Acts becomes the model for these lessons. They focus on how the church must minister to 

both believers and non-believers to fulfill God’s desire for the church in the world. Members of the 

church must grow together in their love for each other so their love will reach beyond the church to 

a world that needs to know Jesus. 
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Unit 1: Beginning the Journey 

Lesson 1 Responding to God’s Love (John 3:1-16) 

Lesson 2  Get Together with Fellow Believers (Acts 9:10-19; Romans 12:4-5; Hebrews 10:24-25) 

Lesson 3  Decide to Live Christ’s Way (Mark 8:27-37; Romans 6:1-4) 

  

Unit 2: Growing in Christ 

Lesson 4  Be a Learner (Matthew 11:28-30; John 14:23-26; 1 Corinthians 3:1-3; Hebrews 5:11-14) 

Lesson 5  Learning to Serve (John 13:3-17) 

Lesson 6  Learning to Give (2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 9:6-8) 

Lesson 7  Learning to Worship (Mark 1:35-36; Luke 4:16, 11:1-4; Philippians 4:6) 

Lesson 8  Learning to Build Christ-like Relationships (Matthew 18:15-17, 21-35; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11) 

Lesson 9  Learning the Way of Right Living (Colossians 3:1-14) 

 

 

Unit 3: Growing Together 

Lesson 10  Put the Scripture First  (Acts 2:42; Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 1:19-21) 

Lesson 11  Share Genuine Fellowship (Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; Philippians 1:3-9) 

Lesson 12  Worship Together (Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34; Ephesians 5:19-20) 

Lesson 13  Minister to People’s Needs (Acts 2:43-45, 3:1-8; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3; James 2:14-17) 

Lesson 14  Witness to the World (Acts 2:47b; Matthew 28:18-20; John 20:19-21; Acts 11:19-26) 

Introduction 



Lesson 1 

affection: a tender feeling and caring for a 

person 

sin: saying no to God’s command and doing 

what you want to do 

spiritual life: life that comes only from God 

when one trusts in Jesus, life that lasts 

forever 

 

Lesson 2 

essential: something that cannot be left out; 

very necessary 

function: doing what one was created to do; 

fulfilling a purpose  

persecute: to treat people badly because of 

their beliefs, ethnic background, or other 

reasons 

prejudice: having bad thoughts and feelings 

about someone before knowing him or her 

 

Lesson 3 

anointed: one approved and appointed by 

God to some task 

disciple: one who learns from and follows a 

teacher 

Messiah: one who would deliver the Jewish 

people from cruel rulers 

rebuke: to speak sharply to and correct 

someone 

 

Lesson 4 

abide: to live with or remain with someone 

eager: to have a strong desire for something 

guarantee: a promise that something will 

happen 

rabbis: educated Jewish teachers of the 

religious laws 

Lesson 5 

demeaning: lowering the value of a person 

or thing 

demonstrate: to make something clear by 

an action 

severe: very painful and difficult 

wisdom: seeing what happens in life from 

God’s point of view 

 

Lesson 6 

investing: putting money or time in 

something that will grow in value 

pledge: a promise 

resentment: bad feelings, anger, bitterness 

secure: free from danger or loss 

 

Lesson 7 

focus: to give full attention to something or 

someone 

modeled: to show how to do something by 

doing it first for others 

prophet: a holy person who speak clearly 

and strongly the words of God 

 

Lesson 8 

focus: to give full attention to something or 

someone 

modeled: to show how to do something by 

doing it first for others 

prophet: a holy person who speak clearly 

and strongly the words of God 

synagogue: the Jewish house used for 

teaching and worshipping 

 

 

 

Growing Together in Christ 

Word List 
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Lesson 8 

reconciled: to settle a difference with 

another 

repent: to feel sorry and change direction, 

to go a different direction 

restore: to bring back to original condition 

revenge: to repay injury for injury or evil 

for evil 

 

Lesson 9 

crucial: very important 

idolatry: the worship of someone other than 

God, the Creator; also, the worship of a 

thing made by man 

lust: a strong desire to do sinful things 

patient: willing to wait 

 

Lesson 10 

confident: to be certain something is right 

and true 

Holy Scripture: The Bible; God’s words to 

mankind 

inspired: to breathe in, to cause one to do 

God’s work 

opposition: a person or group who is 

against others 

 

Lesson 11 

diverse: to be different; not all the same 

encourage: to give hope to someone, to 

make glad 

fellowship: a group  of people with similar 

interests who care for each other 

genuine: real and true 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 12 

awe: feelings of wonder and fear 

expressing: making known our thoughts 

and feelings by words and actions 

sermon: a talk given by a religious leader 

steadfast: faithful, unchanging 

 

Lesson 13 

ashamed: to feel that others think you are 

no good; to feel guilty 

host: to receive others and serve them 

widows: women whose husbands have died 

and who have not remarried 

witness: tell or show what you have 

experienced or know is true 

 

Lesson 14 

attracted: to cause someone to pay attention 

to something or someone 

authority: the right and power to command 

grace: God’s loving favor that we do not 

deserve 

hostile: unfriendly, angry, mean 

Word List 
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BEGINNING THE JOURNEY 

A native Texan, Jim Gayle and his wife, Margaret, served as missionaries in 

Vietnam and Indonesia for more than 24 years. He is retired after serving 

with the Baptist General Convention of Texas as Coordinator of the 

International Friendship Corps for five years. He has pastored several 

churches and worked as minister of missions on a church staff. Jim and 

Margaret live in Plano where they are members of First Chinese Baptist 

Church of Dallas. They presently work through the church with international 

students at UTD & SMU. They have three adult sons and ten grandchildren. 

  

 In 1965, our family began a journey into a new career. At 

the same time, that new career took us on a journey of many 

miles. We went to serve as missionaries in another country. We 

had to know many things as we began this new journey. 

 We talked with people who had already made the journey. 

We needed their advice to help us prepare. We needed to know 

what to take and what to leave behind. We also wanted to know 

all about the new place we would call home. How was life lived 

there? What would we need to do to make friends with the people 

of our new homeland? We wanted to start the journey well. 

 In this unit of three lessons, we will study about beginning 

one of the most important journeys we could ever take. We will 

study about our spiritual journey with God. This is a journey that 

we will travel the rest of our life. It is very important to prepare 

well and understand what will make the journey joyful. We will 

study how we can do these things: “Respond to God’s Love,” 

“Get Together with Fellow Believers,” and “Decide to Live 

Christ’s Way.” The way we begin the journey will make the 

journey easier for us and also help us be a better guide for others. 

 

Beginning the 

Journey 

 

Lesson 1  

Responding to  

God’s Love 

John 3:1-16 

 

Lesson 2 

Get Together  

with Fellow Believers 

Acts 9:10-19,  

Romans 12:4-5,  

Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

Lesson 3 

Decide to 

Live Christ’s Way 

Mark 8:27-37,  

Romans 6:1-4 
 



 

Adult Bible Study in 
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 When you hear the word love, what do you think? Love 

can have many different meanings. If a person says, “I love 

pizza,” it means he enjoys pizza very much. If a child says, “I 

love my mother,” he means his mother is a very important person 

in his life, that he has strong affection for her. If a young man 

says to a girl, “I love you,” he probably means he wants to be 

with her so they might share all of life together. 

 These meanings of love tell about human feelings, but 

God‟s love is different. He offers us His love, but we must accept 

it if we experience His love. In this lesson, we will learn what it 

means to respond to God‟s love and the difference His love will 

make in our lives. 

 

Nicodemus Seeks to Know God’s Love (3:1-2) 

 Today‟s Bible story tells about a Jewish religious leader 

named Nicodemus. He was an important man. He was also a very 

good man. He prayed and believed in God. Nicodemus came to 

Jesus at night. We do not know why he chose to come at night. 

Perhaps he did not want his friends to know he was meeting 

Jesus. He may have been too busy during the day to meet Jesus. 

But it is important to know he came wanting to meet Jesus. 

 Nicodemus had seen Jesus do mighty works, and he had 

heard Jesus teach. He knew Jesus was different from other 

teachers. He said he knew Jesus was a man from God. Maybe 

Nicodemus wanted Jesus to teach him about how he could know 

God. He may have had an emptiness in his heart that his religion 

Responding to God’s Love Lesson 
1 

Bible Text 

John 3:1-16 

 

Memory Verse 

“Jesus said to him, 

„For sure, I tell you, 

unless a man is born 

again, he cannot see 

the holy nation of 

God.‟ For God so 

loved the world that 

He gave His only Son. 

Whoever puts his trust 

in God's Son will not 

be lost but will have 

life that lasts forever.”  

(John 3:3,16) 

 

Word List 

affection: a tender 

feeling and caring for 

a person 

sin: saying no to 

God‟s command and 

doing what you want 

to do 

spiritual life: life that 

comes only from God 

when one trusts in 

Jesus, life that lasts 

forever 
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and good actions did not fill. 

 Many people are like Nicodemus. They are looking for 

someone who can tell them about God, someone who can help 

them fill the emptiness they feel. That emptiness is a longing to 

know God and experience His love. 

 

God’s Love Requires a New Birth (3:3-8) 

 Jesus said to Nicodemus, “For sure, I tell you, unless a 

man is born again, he cannot see the holy nation of God.” What 

did Jesus mean, “born again”? The word Jesus used can also 

mean to be born from above. Nicodemus was confused about 

what Jesus said. Nicodemus was an old man. How could he be 

born again?  

 Jesus meant that just as physical life begins with physical 

birth, so spiritual life must begin with spiritual birth, birth from 

above. Jesus said the spiritual birth is a birth of water and of the 

Spirit of God. When Jesus said of water, He meant becoming 

clean from sin.  By using the phrase of the Spirit, Jesus meant 

that only God‟s Spirit gives spiritual life.  

 Jesus said without being born again, a person could not 

see, enter God‟s holy nation, or know God‟s love. Jesus said 

entering God‟s holy nation was by a spiritual birth. This teaching 

was new to Nicodemus. 

 

God’s Love Comes to Us through Jesus (3:9-16) 

 Nicodemus did not understand how a person could know 

God and experience His love. Like all Jewish people, he thought 

a person entered God‟s holy nation by doing good deeds and 

Things to  

Think About 

1. What must a person 

do to receive God‟s 

love? 

 

2. How have you 

responded to God‟s 

love? Have you been 

born again? 

 

3. Why was it hard for 

Nicodemus to 

understand being born 

from above? 

 

4. How does a 

person‟s life change 

when he or she 

believes in Jesus and 

receives God‟s love? 
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heart is empty because of his sin. He begins 

to seek God and to know His love. A 

person can be born again and enter God‟s 

holy nation by simply trusting Jesus as one 

Who died for him or her. 

 Jesus said to Nicodemus, “For God 

so loved the world that He gave His only 

Son. Whoever puts his trust in God‟s Son 

will not be lost but will have life that lasts 

forever.”  

 This is what God‟s love is: He gave 

His Son Jesus so we might not be lost 

because of our sin. God‟s love is for all 

people, anyone who accepts Jesus as the 

way into God‟s holy nation. God wants to 

give every person new spiritual life by 

spiritual birth. We must believe God‟s 

words and trust Jesus as the one who died 

to save us from the punishment of our sin. 

God gave His love through Jesus. We must 

accept His love by believing and following 

Jesus. 

 When we receive God‟s love and 

have a growing spiritual life, we will be 

able to love others the way God loves us. 

God‟s love in us is more than a feeling. It is 

something we give to others by caring for 

them and helping them.  

following religious laws. But Jesus said a 

person must be born from above to enter 

God‟s holy nation and truly know God‟s 

love.  

 Jesus reminded Nicodemus about a 

story from Jewish history—the story about 

Moses lifting up a bronze snake in the 

desert. People were dying because they had 

disobeyed God. Poison snakes came into 

the camp and bit people, and they began 

dying. God told Moses to make a bronze 

snake and put it on a pole in the center of 

the camp. Whoever looked at the bronze 

snake would be saved from death and made 

well. If the people did not believe what God 

said and refused to look at the snake on the 

pole, they would die.  But everyone who 

simply looked at the bronze snake was 

saved from death and became well. 

 Jesus said He was going to be lifted 

up on the cross to die for all people. 

Whoever would trust and believe in Him 

would be saved and have life that lasts 

forever. A person doesn‟t enter God‟s holy 

nation by doing good deeds and following 

religious laws. He must be born again. 

Spiritual birth can happen when the Spirit 

of God helps a person understand that his 
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4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be 

born when he is old? How can he get into his 

mother‟s body and be born the second time?”  

5 Jesus answered, “For sure, I tell you, unless a 

man is born of water and of the Spirit of God, he 

cannot get into the holy nation of God.  

6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh. 

Whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit.  

7 “Do not be surprised that I said to you, „You 

must be born again.‟ 

8 The wind blows where it wants to and you 

hear its sound. You do not know where it comes 

from or where it goes. It is the same with 

everyone who is born of the Spirit of God.” 

9 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can this be?”  

10 Jesus said, “Are you a teacher among the 

Jews and do not know these things?  

11 For sure, I tell you, We are talking about 

things We know. We tell of what We have seen. 

Yet you do not take Our words to be true.  

12 I tell you about things of the earth and you do 

not believe them. How will you believe if I tell 

you things about heaven?  

13 No one has gone up into heaven except the 

One Who came down from heaven. That One is 

the Son of Man Who is in heaven.  

14 As Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so 

the Son of Man must be lifted up.  

15 Then whoever puts his trust in Him will have 

life that lasts forever.  

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only Son. Whoever puts his trust in God‟s Son 

will not be lost but will have life that lasts 

forever.”  

 

The Bible says, “Dear friends, let us love 

each other, because love comes from God. 

Those who love are God's children and they 

know God. Those who do not love do not 

know God because God is love. God has 

shown His love to us by sending His only 

Son into the world. God did this so we might 

have life through Christ. This is love! It is 

not that we loved God but that He loved us. 

For God sent His Son to pay for our sins 

with His own blood. Dear friends, if God 

loved us that much, then we should love 

each other. No person has ever seen God at 

any time. If we love each other, God lives in 

us” (1 John 4:7-12). 

 We respond to God‟s love by trusting 

Jesus to save us from our sin and obeying 

God‟s word by loving others. 

____________________ 

John 3:1-16 

1 There was a man named Nicodemus. He was a 

proud religious law-keeper and a leader of the 

Jews.  

2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Teacher, 

we know You have come from God to teach us. 

No one can do these powerful works You do 

unless God is with Him.”  

3 Jesus said to him, “For sure, I tell you, unless 

a man is born again, he cannot see the holy 

nation of God.” 
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Get Together  

with Fellow Believers 
Lesson 

2 

Bible Text 

Acts 9:10-19  

Romans 12:4-5 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

Background Text 

Acts 9:1-30 

Romans 12:4-8 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

Memory Verse 

“There are many 

people who belong to 

Christ. And yet, we 

are one body which is 

Christ’s. We are all 

different but we 

depend on each 

other.” (Romans 12:4) 

 

Word List 

essential: something 

that cannot be left out; 

very necessary 

function: doing what 

one was created to do; 

fulfilling a purpose  

persecute: to treat 

people badly because 

of their beliefs, ethnic 

background, or other 

reasons 

GROWING TOGETHER IN CHRIST • Unit 1: Beginning the Journey • Lesson 2: Get Together with Fellow Believers Page 10 

 God made us human beings to be a part of a group. We’re 

born into families, we live in communities, and we are part of a 

national group such as Americans, Mexicans, Chinese, or 

Africans. We are part of a different kind of group by the language 

we speak. When a person becomes a follower of Jesus, he or she 

becomes part of another group, the family of God. This family is 

known as the church or the body of Christ. 

 After a person responds to God’s love and believes in and 

follows Jesus, he should find a church and become an active part 

of it. People in the church can help each other grow as followers 

of Jesus. They become true friends who encourage one another. 

The church is an essential part of the believer’s life. 

 In this study, we will learn the importance of being an 

active part of the church family and how that helps us grow as 

followers of Jesus. 
 

In the Church, Believers Must Obey Jesus (Acts 9:10-19) 

 Saul of Tarsus, a Jewish man of long ago, did not like 

followers of Jesus. He always persecuted them. Saul asked for 

letters from leaders in Jerusalem to travel to the city of 

Damascus. He wanted to find Christians and put them in prison. 

 As Saul came near Damascus at mid-day, God caused a 

very bright light to shine on Saul. He fell to the ground and heard 

a voice that said, “Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” Saul 

asked, “Who are You, Lord?” The replied was, “I am Jesus, the 



 

One Whom you are persecuting.” Jesus told Saul he should get 

up and go to Damascus. He would be told later what Jesus 

wanted him to do. When the light was gone, Saul got up, but he 

was blind. Saul’s friends led him to Damascus. 

 Some days later Jesus spoke to Ananias, one of His 

followers in Damascus. He said, “Ananias, go to a certain home 

and meet a man named Saul. You are to restore his sight.” 

Ananias was afraid. He knew Saul wanted to do harm to Jesus’ 

followers. Jesus told Ananias that He had a plan for Saul to be 

His follower, too. Although Ananias was afraid, he knew the 

voice of Jesus. So he obeyed. He went and restored Saul’s sight 

by the power and word of Jesus. 

 Saul met Jesus on the road to Damascus. He became an 

obedient follower of Jesus. Saul was baptized as a new believer 

because Ananias was obedient to Jesus. 

 When a person is born spiritually, he or she has a desire to 

obey Jesus. Jesus wants His followers to help other people know 

and follow Him. One person cannot do all that God wants done in 

this world. It takes all of Jesus’ followers working together to 

make God’s love known. We need each other. We must be 

obedient to Jesus toward God’s family, the church. 
 

In the Church, Believers are United in Jesus (Romans 12:4-5) 

 The church is like the human body. The body has many 

parts, and each part has a different function. All the different 

parts make one complete body. In the same way, the church is 

made up of people who are very different. Jesus’ Spirit living is 

His followers makes different people into one body—the church. 

prejudice: having 

bad thoughts and 

feelings about 

someone before 

knowing him or her 

 

Things to  

Think About 

1. Who has been like 

Ananias in your life to 

help you receive sight 

for your journey of 

faith? 

 

2. What can you do to 

show love to 

followers of Jesus 

who are very different 

than you? 

 

3. What are ways 

church members can 

work together to share 

God’s love with 

people outside the 

church? 

 

4. Do you think 

people outside your 

group feel welcomed 

when they visit? Why 

or why not? What can 

you do to make them 

feel welcome? 
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become strong. The book of Hebrews says 

we should not stay away from church 

meetings. We meet together to worship 

God, to study the Bible, and to help each 

other grow as believers. 

 These verses in Hebrews tell at least 

two ways we help each other. First, we can 

help each other love people and do good. 

Jesus said to love others. But sometimes we 

do not love others because we only see their 

weakness or bad habits. When this happens, 

other believers in the church can help us see 

the strengths and good in that person. God 

wants us to love people no matter what 

their weaknesses are. We can help each 

other overcome our prejudices. 

 Other believers can help us learn 

about good things we can do for people 

who are not church members, too. Jesus 

unites us together to share God’s love with 

people outside the church. We share His 

love by doing good deeds for them. 

 Second, believers help each other by 

meeting together. We can contact one 

another in different ways: Telephone, mail, 

email, in person, or writing text messages. 

Meeting together is essential for the church. 

 During the week, most believers in 

 As followers of Jesus we must not 

think we are better than other believers who 

are different than we are. We should not let 

feelings of prejudice keep us from loving 

and helping others who belong to Jesus. We 

are one body united in Jesus. We must 

work together as we do God’s work. 

 Ananias put aside his prejudice 

toward Saul and restored his sight. Saul, 

who later changed his name to Paul, was a 

very powerful worker in the church. Each 

man carried out his own function in the 

church. Many people came to know of 

God’s love because these followers of Jesus 

did their part in the church. 

 This is what happens when the 

church is unified. Our differences make it 

strong. When we are born again spiritually, 

we become one in Jesus. We belong to one 

another. We need one another. We must 

help each other and work together. 

Followers of Jesus show God’s love for all 

to see when we—who are so different—live 

together in unity. 

 

In the Church, Believers Help One 

Another (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

 Jesus wants His followers to meet 

together regularly to help each other 
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from the head religious leaders to put everyone 

in chains who call on Your name.” 

15 The Lord said to him, “Go! This man is the 

one I have chosen to carry My name among the 

people who are not Jews and to their kings and 

to Jews. 

16 I will show him how much he will have to 

suffer because of Me.” 

17 So Ananias went to that house. He put his 

hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 

Jesus has sent me to you. You saw the Lord 

along the road as you came here. The Lord has 

sent me so you might be able to see again and be 

filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

18 At once something like a covering fell from 

the eyes of Saul and he could see. He got up and 

was baptized.  

19 After that he ate some food and received 

strength. For some days he stayed with the 

followers in Damascus. 

 

Romans 12:4-5 

4 Our bodies are made up of many parts. None 

of these parts have the same use. 

5 There are many people who belong to Christ. 

And yet, we are one body which is Christ’s. We 

are all different but we depend on each other. 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

24 Let us help each other to love others and to 

do good. 

25 Let us not stay away from church meetings. 

Some people are doing this all the time. Comfort 

each other as you see the day of His return 

coming near. 

 

 

the church go separate ways. But when we 

meet together, we worship God and grow to 

love Him more. We help believers who are 

sad and having difficulties. We pray 

together. We learn to love each other more. 

We plan how to help people outside the 

church. 

 Every person who is a follower of 

Jesus should belong to a church to be a part 

of Christ’s body. Being part of a church is 

the best way to help each other. We can 

become strong and serve others better as we  

share God’s love with everyone. 

____________________ 

Acts 9:10-19 

10 In Damascus there was a follower by the 

name of Ananias. The Lord showed him in a 

dream what He wanted him to see. He said, 

“Ananias!” And Ananias answered, “Yes, Lord, 

I am here.”  

11 The Lord said, “Get up! Go over to Straight 

Street to Judas’ house and ask for a man from 

the city of Tarsus. His name is Saul. You will 

find him praying there. 

12 Saul has seen a man called Ananias in a 

dream. He is to come and put his hands on Saul 

so he might see again.” 

13 Ananias said, “But Lord, many people have 

told me about this man. He is the reason many 

of Your followers in Jerusalem have had to 

suffer much. 

14 He came here with the right and the power 
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Decide to Live Christ’s Way Lesson 
3 

Bible Text 

Mark 8:27-37 

Romans 6:1-4 

 

Memory Verse 

“For what does a man 

have if he gets all the 

world and loses his 

own soul? What can a 

man give to buy back 

his soul?”  

(Mark 8:36-37) 

 

Word List 

anointed: one 

approved and 

appointed by God to 

some task 

disciple: one who 

learns from and 

follows a teacher 

Messiah: one who 

would deliver the 

Jewish people from 

cruel rulers 

rebuke: to speak 

sharply to and correct 

someone 
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 What does being a Christian mean to you? To some 

people, being a Christian means going to church and being a 

good person. To others, it means being forgiven of sins and going 

to heaven one day.  

 Being a Christian can mean different things to different 

people. But the Bible tells us this: Being a Christian is believing 

Jesus is your Savior. A Christian is one who obeys and follows 

Jesus. 

 Being a Christian means Jesus should direct all areas of 

our lives. When we are at work, school, or play, Jesus is with us. 

We should let Him direct our thoughts, our attitude, our words, 

and our actions. Jesus knows how God planned for life to work. 

He became a human to show us how to live. 

 In this lesson, we will study how Jesus lived. We will learn 

what it means to live Jesus‟ way. 
 

Who Is Jesus to You? (Mark 8:27-30) 

 The followers of Jesus were called disciples. They traveled 

with Jesus everywhere and listened as He taught. Jesus asked His 

followers, “Who do people say that I am?” They answered, 

“Some say John the Baptist and some say Elijah and others say 

one of the early preachers.” 

 The Jewish people thought Jesus was an important person 

from God. They probably talked among themselves about who 

Jesus really was. Was He someone who had come back from the 

dead? The people of Jesus‟ time were expecting a Messiah sent 

by God. Was this the Messiah? 



 

 Then Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do you say I am?” 

Jesus was their teacher, but He was much more than their teacher. 

Another way to understand Jesus‟ question is, “Who am I to 

you?” Peter was one of the disciples, and he said, “You are the 

Christ.”  

 The word „Christ‟ means one anointed from God. The 

disciples came to understand that Jesus was the Messiah, sent 

from and anointed by God. 

 This question is important for every follower of Jesus: 

Who is Jesus to you? The way we answer that question will 

determine how we live our lives each day. We each must decide 

who Jesus is to us. 

 

Jesus Tells of His Death and Rebukes Peter (Mark 8:31-33) 

 After Peter‟s statement, Jesus began to tell the disciples 

that He was going to suffer many things. The religious leaders 

would say He was not the Messiah. He would be killed and rise 

again after three days. He told them this so they would know 

what was going to happen in the coming days. 

 Peter spoke up again. He told Jesus not to think or talk that 

way. He was the Messiah, the One Who came to deliver the Jews 

from cruel rulers. He was God‟s anointed. He could not die.  

 But Jesus strongly rebuked Peter by calling him Satan. 

This must have shocked Peter. Jesus said, “Your thoughts are not 

thoughts from God but from men.” 

 Most of us would probably think like Peter. He did not 

want Jesus to suffer and die. To Peter, that would mean Jesus was 

a weak, defeated Messiah. The disciples did not want their leader 

Things to  

Think About 

1. Who is Jesus to 

you? 

 

2. What was Peter 

thinking when he said 

Jesus should not talk 

about His death? 

 

3. How would you 

answer Jesus: How 

valuable is your soul? 

 

4. What must you do 

to live the way Jesus 

wants you to live? 
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These things might be wealth, position and 

power in society, or pleasure. 

 Jesus asked some very important 

questions about living life. He asked, 

“What does a man have if he gets all the 

world and loses his own soul? What can a 

man give to buy back his soul?”  

 Jesus was reminding His followers 

that there are things in life more important 

than things we want to get for ourselves. 

Our souls are of greater value than things. 

If we want to save our souls, we must 

decide to live Jesus‟ way. We must choose 

the way of the cross. We must choose Jesus 

as our Lord. 
 

Jesus as Lord (Romans 6:1-4) 

 Paul wrote a letter to the early 

Christians in the city of Rome. He said 

when we are born again, we die to sin. We 

should not let sin have control in our lives. 

We have power over sin if we live Jesus‟ 

way. We must say no to our selfish desires. 

Paul uses baptism as a picture to show what 

our new spiritual life is like when we 

follow Jesus. 

 All who are followers of Jesus are 

baptized to show we belong to Him. We are 

baptized first of all to show His death. We 

to die a shameful way. All hope would be 

lost. But Jesus spoke honestly to the 

disciples. He wanted them to know He was 

choosing to live the way God wanted Him 

to, even if it meant suffering and death. 

 When we choose to live according to 

Jesus‟ way, it means we give up our desires 

to live in a way we think is easy or best. 

God‟s ways are not our ways. We must be 

willing to live life according to Jesus‟ way. 

By faith we must trust and follow Him. He 

will not lead us in the wrong way. 
 

The Way of the Cross (Mark 8:34-37) 

 Jesus told His followers that His way 

was the way of the cross. The cross 

represents death. When we choose Jesus‟ 

way, we must die to ourselves. We must 

give up our own desires and live for Jesus. 

Then we will have a life that is filled with 

meaning and joy. 

 Jesus went on to say, “If anyone 

wants to keep his own life safe, he will lose 

it. If anyone gives up his life because of Me 

and because of the Good News, he will 

save it.” If someone wants to keep his life 

for himself, he will seek all the things the 

world says are good and give happiness. 
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33 Jesus turned around. He looked at His 

followers and spoke sharp words to Peter. He 

said, “Get behind Me, Satan! Your thoughts are 

not thoughts from God but from men.” 

34 Jesus called the people and His followers to 

Him. He said to them, “If anyone wants to be 

My follower, he must give up himself and his 

own desires. He must take up his cross and 

follow Me. 

35 If anyone wants to keep his own life safe, he 

will lose it. If anyone gives up his life because 

of Me and because of the Good News, he will 

save it. 

36 For what does a man have if he gets all the 

world and loses his own soul? 

37 What can a man give to buy back his soul? 

 

Romans 6:1-4 

1 What does this mean? Are we to keep on 

sinning so that God will give us more of His 

loving-favor? 

2 No, not at all! We are dead to sin. How then 

can we keep on living in sin? 

3 All of us were baptized to show we belong to 

Christ. We were baptized first of all to show 

His death. 

4 We were buried in baptism as Christ was 

buried in death. As Christ was raised from the 

dead by the great power of God, so we will 

have new life also. 

 

are buried under water in baptism as Christ 

was buried in death. As Christ was raised 

from the dead by the great power of God, so 

we will have new life also. 

 When a person is baptized, he or she 

is saying, “I want to die to my sinful self. I 

rise to live the way Jesus wants me to live.” 

Baptism shows we want Jesus to become 

Lord of our life. It shows we want to live our 

life to please Him. 

____________________ 

Mark 8:27-37 

27 Jesus and His followers went from there to 

the towns of Caesarea Philippi. As they went, 

He asked His followers, “Who do people say 

that I am?” 

28 They answered, “Some say John the Baptist 

and some say Elijah and others say one of the 

early preachers.” 

29 He said to them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” Peter said, “You are the Christ.” 

30 He told them with strong words that they 

should tell no one about Him. 

31 He began to teach them that the Son of Man 

must suffer many things. He told them that the 

leaders and the religious leaders of the Jews and 

the teachers of the Law would have nothing to 

do with Him. He told them He would be killed 

and three days later He would be raised from 

the dead. 

32 He had said this in plain words. Peter took 

Him away from the others and began to speak 

sharp words to Him. 
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GROWING IN CHRIST 

 In the first unit of lessons, we studied about beginning 

the journey of the Christian life. Being a Christian is more 

than believing in God and Jesus as our Savior. After starting 

our walk with Jesus, we must continue to grow our 

relationship with Him and other believers. Growth as a 

follower of Jesus means we must learn how to live each day 

as Christ would in a sinful world. 

 Jesus wants His followers to be learners. We cannot 

be strong, growing followers of Jesus if we do not learn how 

to live according to Jesus’ teaching. In Unit 2, six lessons 

will help us grow and mature as Christians. These six lessons 

do not teach all there is about living as a Christian. But they 

will help us know that living as a Christian is much different 

from the life we lived before we met Jesus. 

 The first lesson is on the importance of being a 

learner. The next five lessons focus on learning: Learning to 

serve, learning to give, learning to worship, learning to build 

Christ-like relationships, and learning to live the right way.  

 Learning is a never-ending practice for the follower of 

Jesus. We will never be completely mature as a Christian 

until we are with Jesus in heaven. Until then, we keep 

growing. 

 

Growing in Christ 
 

Lesson 4 

Be a Learner 

Matthew 11:28-30,  

John 14:23-26,  

1 Corinthians 3:1-3,  

Hebrews 5:11-14 

 

Lesson 5 

Learning to Serve  

John 13:3-17 

 

Lesson 6 

Learning to Give 

2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 9:6-8 

 

Lesson 7 

Learning to Worship 

Mark 1:35-36 

Luke 4:16, 11:1-4 

Philippians 4:6 

 

Lesson 8 

Learning to Build  

Christ-like Relationships 

Matthew 18:15-17, 21-35 

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

 

Lesson 9 

Learning the Way  

of Right Living  

Colossians 3:1-14 



 

Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

 

Be a Learner Lesson 
4 

Bible Text 

Matthew 11:28-30 

John 14:23-26 

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 

Hebrews 5:11-14 

 

Background Text 
Matthew 11:28-30 

John 14:23-26 

1 Corinthians 3:1-4 

Hebrews 5:11-14 

 

Memory Verse 

“Come to Me, all of 

you who work and 

have heavy loads. I 

will give you rest. 

Follow My teachings 

and learn from Me. I 

am gentle and do not 

have pride. You will 

have rest for your 

souls.” (Matthew 

11:28-29) 

 

Word List 

abide: to live with or 

remain with someone 

eager: to have a 

strong desire for 

something 
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 A good friend of mine has continued to learn. After 

becoming a successful dentist, he went back to school to get a 

law degree. Later, he decided to get a seminary degree. He has 

studied oil painting. Recently, he applied for a graduate degree in 

education. All this time, he continues his dental practice. He 

loves learning new things. 

 Being a Christian is not just asking Jesus to forgive our 

sins. Being a Christian means we have a new spiritual life. It 

means we begin a lifelong journey with God. We grow in our 

knowledge of God and the way He wants us to live. 

 Jesus became human and is an example of how humans are 

to please God in their daily lives. He obeyed the teachings of 

God, His Father. Jesus was also a teacher Who taught God’s laws 

correctly. When we become followers of Jesus, we become 

learners, always learning about God’s ways and His truths. 

 In this lesson we will study how learning from Jesus can 

help us grow and what happens if we refuse to become a learner. 
 

Jesus the Teacher (Matt. 11:25-30) 

 Jesus not only taught by words but by the way He lived. 

He wants us to be learners, too. Jesus often said His followers 

should be like little children—humble, obedient, eager to learn.  

 The religious leaders of Jesus’ time were proud. They 

thought they knew more than Jesus. The rabbis added new laws 

to God’s commands. Because many people in Jesus’ time could 

not read or write, it was hard for them to learn and obey all the 

man-made laws about how to be holy. These laws were a burden. 



 

 Jesus invited people who were weary and burdened to 

come to Him for rest. His teachings were simple and clear. They 

were not a burden. But He did not mean life would be easy. He 

said, “Follow My teachings and learn from Me. I am gentle and 

do not have pride. You will have rest for your souls.” 

  But what does “rest for your souls” mean? Our souls can 

be at peace when we know God personally and when we know 

He loves us. God accepts us because we follow His Son, Jesus.  

 Jesus’ teachings bring true rest and peace, not the burden 

of man-made laws. Learning from Jesus’ teachings means we 

grow in our relationships with God and people. 

 

The Holy Spirit as Teacher (John 14:23-26) 

 Jesus talked to His disciples just before His death. He 

urged them to continue to follow the things He taught them. If 

they continued to follow His teachings after He was gone from 

their presence, that would show they loved Him. Their obedience 

would also guarantee God would come and abide with them. 

 Jesus was going away and would no longer be physically 

present with His disciples. He promised to send the Holy Spirit to 

be with them and teach them. The Holy Spirit would help them 

remember what Jesus had taught. 

  God gives the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ followers today. The 

Holy Spirit lives in us and gives us clear understanding about 

Jesus’ teachings. He helps us obey Jesus as we live in this world. 

 

People Who Would Not Learn (1 Cor. 3:1-3) 

 Paul taught the Christians in the city of Corinth about 

Jesus. They did not know about God before they met Paul. They 

guarantee: a promise 

that something will 

happen 

rabbis: educated 

Jewish teachers of the 

religious laws 

 

 

Things to  

Think About 

1. Why is it important 

for Jesus’ followers to 

be like little children? 

 

2. How do we learn 

from Jesus today? 

 

3. What are the 

problems that might 

happen in the church 

when Christians stop 

learning about Jesus? 

 

4. What are some 

things you can do to 

help a new believer 

learn and grow 

toward maturity? 
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When Christians Don’t Learn  

(Heb. 5:11-14) 

 Some Jewish Christians had the same 

problem as the Christians in Corinth. They 

were like little children who had not 

learned basic things about being a follower 

of Jesus. The writer of the letter to the 

Hebrews wanted to teach them deeper 

truths. But they could not understand 

because they still had not learned the basics 

of the Christian life. 

 Because they were not growing in 

their relationship with Jesus, they could not 

teach others about Him. They could not 

make wise decisions about the church.  

 Sometimes people think if immature 

Christians are asked to be a leader in the 

church, they will begin to grow. But 

Christians who are not learning will 

probably not grow, even if they are given 

leadership in the church. They will only 

cause problems.  

 Immature Christians may be old in 

years, but they are like babies who cannot 

eat solid food. Babies can choke on solid 

food because they haven’t learned how to 

chew it first. Immature Christians haven’t 

learned to listen to the Holy Spirit as they 

needed to learn what it meant to be a 

Christian and to follow Jesus’ teaching. 

They did not understand things which 

mature Christians had learned. They were 

like newborn babies who can only drink 

milk and cannot eat solid food. 

  After Paul left the church in Corinth, 

he wrote them a letter. Some of the people 

had been Christians for several years. Paul 

thought they should have grown strong 

spiritually, but they were still like baby 

Christians. This probably made Paul feel 

like a teacher whose students cannot pass to 

the next grade! 

 These immature Christians had many 

problems in the church because they had 

stopped learning about the ways of Jesus. 

Paul told them, “You still live as men who 

are not Christians. When you are jealous 

and fight with each other, you are still 

living in sin and acting like sinful men in 

the world.” Does that happen today?  

 Spiritual immaturity always causes 

problems. When people don’t live like 

followers of Jesus, they think about 

themselves and their own importance. They 

fight and quarrel. They are not useful to 

God in helping others learn about Jesus. 
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Who sent Me.  

25 “I have told you these things while I am still 

with you.  

26 The Helper is the Holy Spirit. The Father 

will send Him in My place. He will teach you 

everything and help you remember everything I 

have told you.  
 

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 

1 Christian brothers, I could not speak to you as 

to full-grown Christians. I spoke to you as men 

who have not obeyed the things you have been 

taught. I spoke to you as if you were baby 

Christians.  

2 My teaching was as if I were giving you milk 

to drink. I could not give you meat because you 

were not ready for it. Even yet you are not able 

to have anything but milk.  

3 You still live as men who are not Christians. 

When you are jealous and fight with each other, 

you are still living in sin and acting like sinful 

men in the world. 
 

Hebrews 5:11-14 

11 There is much we could say about this, but it 

is hard to make you understand. It is because 

you do not want to hear well.  

12 By now you should be teachers. Instead, you 

need someone to teach you again the first things 

you need to know from God’s Word. You still 

need milk instead of solid food.  

13 Anyone who lives on milk cannot 

understand the teaching about being right with 

God. He is a baby.  

14 Solid food is for full-grown men. They have 

learned to use their minds to tell the difference 

between good and bad. 

read the Bible and pray. They are not able to 

tell the difference between good and bad.  

 Jesus taught His disciples while He 

was here on earth. Christians continue to 

learn because the Holy Spirit now lives in us 

and helps us understand how to be holy. It is 

important that we continue learning so we 

can be useful to Jesus and help teach others 

about Him.  

 Spiritual maturity is more than 

memorizing verses in the Bible. It’s more 

than learning spiritual facts. It’s learning 

about Jesus’ way of living. It’s learning to 

love God and let the Holy Spirit direct our 

lives. What have you learned lately? 

____________________ 

Matthew 11:28-30 

28 “Come to Me, all of you who work and have 

heavy loads. I will give you rest.  

29 Follow My teachings and learn from Me. I 

am gentle and do not have pride. You will have 

rest for your souls.  

30 For My way of carrying a load is easy and 

My load is not heavy.” 
 

John 14:23-26 

23 Jesus said, “The one who loves Me will obey 

My teaching. My Father will love him. We will 

come to him and live with him.  

24 The one who does not love Me does not obey 

My teaching. The teaching you are now hearing 

is not My teaching but it is from My Father 
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Learning to Serve Lesson 
5 

Bible Text 

John 13:3-17 

 

Background Text  
John 13:3-17 

1 John 3:16-18 

 

Memory Verse 

“I am your Teacher 

and Lord. I have 

washed your feet. You 

should wash each 

other’s feet also. I 

have done this to 

show you what should 

be done. You should 

do as I have done to 

you.” (John 13:14-15) 

 

Word List 

demeaning: lowering 

the value of a person 

or thing 

demonstrate: to make 

something clear by an 

action 

severe: very painful 

and difficult 

wisdom: seeing what 

happens in life from 

God’s point of view 
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 Recently I read a story of a young couple who went to Iraq 

to serve people driven from their homes because of the war. This 

couple had only been married a short time. They knew the Arabic 

language and both had served Arabic-speaking people in 

different countries before they were married. So when asked to 

go and help needy Iraqis, they left their families and went. They 

worked hard serving needy people. But sadly, they were attacked 

and shot by the people they went to serve. The husband died. The 

wife suffered many severe physical and emotional wounds. 

 Serving others is never easy. It requires a heart of love and 

a willingness to sacrifice. Jesus was the greatest example of a 

servant. Even though Jesus was God, He became a man and 

suffered in all the ways we suffer. He said He came to serve, not 

to be served. He gave His life to pay the penalty for our sins. 

 In this lesson, we will learn what it means to serve others 

and what God promises those willing to become servants. 

 

Jesus Chooses to Serve (John 13:3-5) 

 It is important to understand the background of today’s 

lesson. Jesus and His disciples came together to eat a special 

supper. It was Passover, a Jewish celebration which was observed 

every year. This supper reminded the Jews how, many years 

earlier, God had saved their ancestors from slavery in Egypt. 

 While the Jews were slaves in Egypt, God told them to kill 

a lamb and put its blood over the doorway to their home. All who 

obeyed God escaped from Egypt and slavery. 



 

 When Jesus began His work, John the Baptist called Him 

the Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world. As the 

lamb was sacrificed to free the slaves in Egypt, so Jesus would 

give His blood to free people from the slavery of sin. 

 Now Jesus and His disciples sat down to eat the Passover 

supper. In just a few hours, Jesus would suffer and die on the 

cross. Jesus knew He was about to die, but none of His disciples 

knew. He got up, took off His outer coat, put a towel around 

Himself, poured water, and began to wash the disciples’ feet. 

 Washing mud and dirt off another person’s feet was a 

lowly task. It was only done by slaves. Washing someone’s feet 

was a very demeaning task. All the disciples must have been 

shocked and surprised when Jesus began washing their dirty feet. 

He chose to humble himself before His disciples and serve them. 

Jesus, Who had all power, became their servant. 

 

Serving When Others Misunderstand (John 13:6-11) 

 The disciples must have sat in silence as Jesus went from 

one to the next, washing their feet. When Jesus came to Peter, 

Peter objected. Patiently, Jesus tried to tell Peter he would 

understand later what He was doing. But Peter said, “I will never 

let You wash my feet.” Jesus’ actions didn’t make sense to Peter.  

 Peter knew he should be washing Jesus’ feet. But he didn’t 

understand Jesus’ ways. We are often like Peter. When we don’t 

understand God’s ways, we feel confused. We, too, may feel like 

objecting and telling God that what we see happening is wrong.  

 But we must wait on God to help us understand. Jesus had  

a very deep truth He wanted the disciples to understand. So He 

did something they would never forget. It would be a memory 

Things to  

Think About 

1. Think about the 

needs of the people 

you know. Which of 

those needs could you 

meet by serving 

them? 

 

2. What are some 

things that keep 

people from serving 

others? 

 

3. Do you feel 

comfortable when 

someone is serving 

you? Why or why 

not? 

 

4. How do people 

who are not followers 

of Jesus usually feel 

about being a servant? 
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lesson He had just demonstrated. Jesus did 

not ask them if they knew what He had 

done. They all knew He had just washed 

their feet. He asked them if they understood 

what He had done.  

 Jesus said, “You call Me Teacher and 

Lord. You are right because that is what I 

am.” They knew He was greater in wisdom 

and understanding than they were. They 

had been with Jesus for three years. They 

had listened to Him teach and watched as 

He helped people. They knew Jesus was 

great and had unusual power. The disciples 

wanted to be great, too. Sometimes they 

even argued about who was the greatest.  

 Jesus’ example gave them a clear 

picture of what it meant to be great in 

God’s eyes. We often think people are great 

if they are rich, if they have a high position, 

or if they are educated with a doctor’s 

degree. God does not think of greatness as 

we do. By washing dirty feet, Jesus showed 

how God sees greatness. Serving others is 

greatness in God’s eyes. Jesus was an 

example of greatness through His serving.  

 Jesus explained, “I have washed your 

feet. You should wash each other’s feet 

also.” Some people believe Jesus meant 

burned in their minds. We often say 

experience is the best teacher. When God 

wants us to learn an important lesson which 

will guide our lives, He often lets us 

experience something very hard to 

understand, something we will not forget. 

 Jesus said to Peter, “Unless I wash 

you, you will not be a part of Me.” Peter 

replied, “Then wash all of me.” He still did 

not understand what Jesus was teaching. 

Peter was thinking about bathing to be 

clean, but Jesus was showing what serving 

others was like. Peter did not want to accept 

Jesus as a servant. Jesus was saying, “If you 

do not accept Me as a servant, you cannot 

have Me at all.” We, too, must accept Jesus 

as servant, but also as Lord. This is God’s 

way, and it is not easy to understand. How 

can one be Lord and also a lowly servant? 

 Peter and the other disciples 

understood this clearly after they saw Jesus 

die and later rise from the dead. 

 

Following Jesus as a Servant  

(John 13:12-17) 

 After Jesus washed the disciples’ 

feet, He sat down again and said to them, 

“Do you understand what I have done to 

you?” He was about to teach them the 
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“Lord, are You going to wash my feet?”  

7 Jesus answered him, “You do not understand 

now what I am doing but you will later.”  

8 Peter said to Him, “I will never let You wash 

my feet.” Jesus said, “Unless I wash you, you 

will not be a part of Me.”  

9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, do not wash 

only my feet, but wash my hands and my head 

also.”  

10 Jesus said to him, “Anyone who has washed 

his body needs only to wash his feet. Then he is 

clean all over. You are all clean except one.”  

11 Jesus knew who was going to hand Him 

over to the leaders. That is why He said, “You 

are all clean except one.”  

12 Jesus washed their feet and put on His coat. 

Then He sat down again and said to them, “Do 

you understand what I have done to you?  

13 You call Me Teacher and Lord. You are 

right because that is what I am.  

14 I am your Teacher and Lord. I have washed 

your feet. You should wash each other's feet 

also.  

15 I have done this to show you what should be 

done. You should do as I have done to you.  

16 For sure, I tell you, a workman who is 

owned by someone is not greater than his 

owner. One who is sent is not greater than the 

one who sent him.  

17 If you know these things, you will be happy 

if you do them.” 

washing feet should be a task done in the 

church today. Jesus was not telling the 

disciples to go wash everyone’s feet. He 

gave them (and us) an example of what we 

should do to be a servant. 

 The more humble we become as 

servants, the greater we are in God’s eyes. 

As we become mature believers, we will be 

humble servants to others. Serving others 

may be difficult if we feel we should be 

served. Serving others is something we can 

all do if we are willing to be humble. A true 

follower of Jesus serves because of love for 

the Lord. Love always works. 

 Jesus told His disciples that they 

would be happy and blessed if they followed 

His example. We can all learn to serve and 

to be happy as we do it. 

____________________ 

John 13:3-17 
 

3 Jesus knew the Father had put everything into 

His hands. He knew He had come from God and 

was going back to God.  

4 Jesus got up from the supper and took off His 

coat. He picked up a cloth and put it around 

Him.  

5 Then He put water into a wash pan and began 

to wash the feet of His followers. He dried their 

feet with the cloth He had put around Himself.  

6 Jesus came to Simon Peter. Peter said to Him, 
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Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

 

Learning to Give Lesson 
6 

Bible Text 

2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 

9:6-8 

 

Background Text  
2 Corinthians 8-9 

 

Memory Verse 

“Each man should 

give as he has decided 

in his heart. He should 

not give, wishing he 

could keep it. Or he 

should not give if he 

feels he has to give. 

God loves a man who 

gives because he 

wants to give.” 

(2 Corinthians 9:7) 

 

Word List 

investing: putting 

money or time in 

something that will 

grow in value 

pledge: a promise 

resentment: bad 

feelings, anger, 

bitterness 

secure: free from 

danger or loss 
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 When we were newly married, my wife and I received 

gifts of money in the mail once in a while. A single, retired 

school teacher often sent small amounts of money to us. I had 

met her while I was in high school. She did not know the details 

of what we needed, but her gift always seemed to arrive just 

when we needed it most. We were encouraged and blessed when 

we received a gift from her. She was someone who had learned to 

give. 

 Learning to give is a hard lesson for many people. Having 

things makes us feel good. We feel secure if we have money in 

the bank. We may be afraid we will lose our money and become 

poor, so we don’t want to give it away to others. Learning to give 

is an important part of becoming a mature follower of Jesus. 

 The Bible has much to say about giving. In this lesson, we 

will learn how God’s work grows and blesses others in need 

when we give. We will also learn the correct attitude Christians 

should have in giving. 

 

Encouraged by Others’ Gifts (2 Cor. 8:1-7) 

 Paul encouraged the Christians at Corinth to give to 

Christians in Jerusalem who were in need. He told them about 

Christians in the country of Macedonia who were collecting 

money to send to the poor Christians in Jerusalem. These 

Christians in Macedonia had been put to the test by much trouble. 

Paul does not say what their troubles were, but he did say they 



 

were also very poor. Even so, they asked Paul if they could give 

to the collection for the Christians in Jerusalem.  

 Giving is not just something for wealthy Christians to do. 

It is something every follower of Jesus must learn to do. We are 

to give because God’s loving favor has been poured out on all of 

us. Sometimes we think that what we have is ours because we 

have worked hard to earn it. But it is God who gives us wealth. 

We have wealth because God provides ways for us to work. He 

gives us abilities and a place to live and work. God is indeed in 

charge of our lives.   

 God’s loving favor should flow through every Christian to 

others. It flows through us as we give to others. Paul told the 

Christians at Corinth that the Macedonian believers had a desire 

to give money because they gave themselves to the Lord first. 

That meant Paul did not need to urge them to give. They gave 

because God desired for them to give. They were concerned 

about the suffering of God’s people in Jerusalem. They focused 

on others rather than themselves. 

 The Corinthian Christians were much better off than the 

Macedonians. Paul reminded them that they had pledged to help 

with the collection but had not completed their pledge. Titus, 

Paul’s fellow worker, was at Corinth to help the Christians follow 

up and give as they promised. 

 

Encouraged by Jesus’ Example (2 Cor. 8:8-9) 

 Paul did not want to force the Corinthians to give. He 

wanted them to show how God’s love caused them to give. 

Giving that is forced does not result in love. It results in 

Things to  

Think About 

1. How do you feel if 

you are asked to give 

to help others? 

 

2. What is the most 

important thing to 

remember when we 

are asked to give? 

 

3. What might keep 

us from giving to 

others in need? 

 

4. Do you think 

people who are poor 

should not give to 

others? Why or why 

not? 
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Nature Shows Us How to Give 

(2 Cor. 9:6-8) 

 Christian giving is investing in 

God’s work. It is not like throwing money 

away. When we give, we get a good return. 

That does not mean we will become rich. It 

does mean that God’s work will grow and 

go forward. We should learn to give so 

God’s work will grow, and others will 

believe in Jesus and follow Him. 

 Paul used an example from farm 

work. The farmer who wants a good harvest 

must be willing to plant many seeds. The 

more seeds he plants the greater the harvest 

will be. The fewer seeds he plants the 

smaller his harvest will be. This is the way 

we should think about giving. If we want to 

be blessed and be a blessing to others, we 

must be willing to invest much. The return 

depends on the amount invested. 

 Learning to give is a decision from 

our heart. God does not force anyone to 

give. Each person must decide, “Do I want 

to grow as a Christian? Do I want to help 

others in need? Do I want to invest in 

God’s work and receive blessings from 

Him?”  

resentment. Christians who get angry 

when they are asked to give do not show 

God’s love. 

 Someone said, “Giving is not a part 

of the gospel; it is the heart of the gospel.” 

God showed His love for us: He gave His 

one and only Son, Jesus.  

 Paul reminded the Corinthians about 

the loving favor shown by our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He was rich, but He became poor 

for our good. In that way, because He 

became poor, we become rich. God did not 

force Jesus to give His life for us. He did it 

because of His love for God and us. Paul 

wanted the Corinthians to follow Jesus’ 

example and give because they wanted to 

help the poor Christians. 

 What would our world be like if all 

Christians loved God the way Jesus does? 

What would happen if we followed Jesus’ 

example in giving. People of the world 

would be surprised at all the good things 

that would result when Christians give. 

Jesus is our greatest example of how we 

should give. We must remember what the 

Lord Jesus said, “We are more happy when 

we give than when we receive.” (Acts 

20:35b) 
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gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us 

in keeping with God's will.  

6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made 

a beginning, to bring also to completion this act 

of grace on your part.  

7 But just as you excel in everything—in faith, 

in speech, in knowledge, in complete 

earnestness and in your love for us—see that 

you also excel in this grace of giving. 

8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test 

the sincerity of your love by comparing it with 

the earnestness of others.  

9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 

sakes he became poor, so that you through his 

poverty might become rich. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will 

also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously.  

7 Each man should give what he has decided in 

his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

8 And God is able to make all grace abound to 

you, so that in all things at all times, having all 

that you need, you will abound in every good 

work.  

 God loves a man who gives because 

he wants to give. If we keep what we have 

for ourselves, we will be like the farmer who 

just planted a few seeds. We will not have a 

big harvest. 

 Learning to give is a way we learn to 

trust God. He has given us everything we 

have. If we give away what He has given us 

because we love Him and want to help 

others, isn’t God able to give us more?  

 In the Bible, God promises to give His 

children all they need. He wants us to be 

ready to give to others what He has given us. 

When we do, God will give us more so we 

will lack nothing. We can trust God 

completely. He will bless us when we learn 

His ways. 

____________________ 

2 Corinthians 8:1-9 

1 And now, brothers, we want you to know 

about the grace that God has given the 

Macedonian churches.  

2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing 

joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich 

generosity.  

3 For I testify that they gave as much as they 

were able, and even beyond their ability. 

Entirely on their own,  

4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege 

of sharing in this service to the saints.  

5 And they did not do as we expected, but they 
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Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

 

Learning to Worship Lesson 
7 

Bible Text 

Mark 1:35-36 

Luke 4:16; 11:1-4 

Philippians 4:6 

 

Background Text  
Mark 1:35-36 

Luke 4:16; 11:1-13 

Philippians 4:6 

 

Memory Verse 

“Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in 

everything, by prayer 

and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God.”  

(Philippians 4:6) 

 

Word List 

focus: to give full 

attention to something 

or someone 

modeled: to show 

how to do something 

by doing it first for 

others 

prophet: a holy 

person who speak 

clearly and strongly 

the words of God 
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 The desire to worship is as old as mankind itself. Among 

all living creatures, man is the only one who worships.  

 But what is worship? Worship is the act of giving honor to 

someone or something greater than ourselves. It is bowing down 

and confessing that the one worshipped is great. Worship is also 

asking for help from the one worshipped. 

 Christian worship seems strange to people who are not 

Christ-followers. Christians gather together each week. They sing 

about and pray to Someone they have never seen. During 

worship, they stand at times, and at other times, they may kneel. 

Still other times, they sit and listen to someone talk. This seems 

very foreign to non-Christians. 

 For followers of Jesus, worship is an important part of our 

lives. When we worship, we show we honor God. We express the 

happiness in our heart and say thanks because of all He has done 

for us. We learn what the Bible teaches about God and how He 

wants us to live. But this is only a part of Christian worship. 

 Jesus worshipped while He was on earth. He is our teacher 

to help us know how to worship correctly. In this lesson, we will 

learn different ways Jesus worshipped and how worship helps us. 

 

Jesus Worshipped in Private (Mark 1:35-36) 

 Jesus was always busy teaching, helping people, or 

traveling from one place to another. But early in the morning 

before the sun was up, Jesus went to a place where He could be 

alone to pray. It was important to Him to talk to His Father in 

heaven. Prayer (talking to God) is a part of Christian worship. 



 

 Consider these two things in these verses. First, Jesus got 

up early to be with God. This shows how important it was to 

Jesus. He would be busy during the day teaching and helping 

others and would not have time to be alone with God. Second, 

Jesus went to be alone. When He was alone, Jesus could focus all 

His attention on talking with God. He would be reminded that 

God would be with Him during the hard times of His work. Jesus 

would be able to think clearly why He came to earth. Satan 

always wanted to cause Jesus to go a different way than what 

God intended Him to go. Being alone with God gave Jesus the 

inner strength He needed to keep on doing things God‟s way. 

 If Jesus needed to worship privately with God, how much 

more do we? Finding a quiet place to be alone and talk to God 

will help us know God better and know what He wants us to do.  

 

Jesus Worshipped in Public (Luke 4:16) 

 Public worship was part of Jesus‟ life also. He went into 

the synagogue, the Jewish place of worship, on the Day of Rest. 

He went there many times as a boy. He was with His family and 

friends. While there, He told people what God wanted Him to do. 

 During worship, Jesus read from the holy writings. He said 

His work would be to fulfill the words of the prophets of old:  

The Spirit of the Lord is on Me. He has put His hand on 

Me to preach the Good News to poor people. He has sent 

Me to heal those with a sad heart. He has sent Me to tell 

those who are being held that they can go free. He has sent 

Me to make the blind to see and to free those who are held 

because of trouble. He sent Me to tell of the time when 

men can receive favor with the Lord. (Luke 4:18-19) 
 

 Jesus knew the importance of public worship. Some people 

synagogue: the 

Jewish house used for 

teaching and 

worshipping 

 

Things to  

Think About 

1. How important is 

worship to you? 

 

2. What have you 

learned about worship 

from this lesson? 

 

3. How often do you 

practice private 

worship? 

 

4. What can you do to 

be sure that you 

worship with your 

family at home and 

church? 
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beings. He is pure. When we sing songs to 

God, we praise Him because He is holy. 

 Jesus prayed, “May Your holy nation 

come. What You want done, may it be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.” In worship, we 

learn what God wants us to do. He must 

rule or control our hearts and minds as we 

live together in His holy nation. We cannot 

be the people of God in the world if we 

don‟t learn to God together. 

 Jesus taught us to ask God for our 

daily needs. When we worship together, we 

can be sure God will hear our requests. God 

often causes our fellow believers to come 

and help with these needs. In Acts, we read: 

All those who put their trust in Christ 

were together and shared what they 

owned. As anyone had need, they 

sold what they owned and shared 

with everyone. Day after day they 

went to the house of God together.  

In their houses they ate their food 

together. Their hearts were happy. 

(Acts 2:44-46) 
 

 In the model prayer, Jesus taught we 

should ask God to forgive us of our sins. He 

also said we should forgive others who do 

us wrong. Since God forgives our sins, we 

should forgive others. When we worship, 

God makes us aware of our need for 

say, “I don‟t need to go to church to 

worship. I can worship God when I‟m 

fishing.” That may be so, but I doubt it 

often happens. When we worship together, 

we learn about God‟s Word and what He 

wants us all to do. We work together and do 

things we could not do by ourselves. 

Worshipping together encourages us and 

helps us learn to love each other. 

 

Jesus Teaches about Prayer and 

Worship (Luke 11:1-4) 

 Jesus not only modeled how to 

worship by what He did, He taught about 

the importance of prayer and worship. Once 

while Jesus was praying with His disciples, 

they asked Him to teach them to pray. Jesus 

gave them what is called the Lord‟s Prayer. 

It is a model prayer for Jesus‟ followers. 

People often memorize this prayer and say 

it without thinking about its meaning. It‟s 

not a prayer to be prayed in that way. 

 If we carefully consider this prayer, 

we learn to worship in a way that honors 

God. The prayer begins by focusing on 

God. All Christian worship should begin 

with God as the One worshipped. God‟s 

name is holy. He is different from all other 
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and share things together. It helps us 

encourage one another and forgive each 

other. We are able to overcome temptation. 

When we learn to worship, we are filled 

with God‟s happiness and not with worry 

about things we cannot change. 

____________________ 

Mark 1:35-36 

35 In the morning before the sun was up, Jesus 

went to a place where He could be alone. He 

prayed there. 

36 Simon and the others looked for Jesus. 
 

Luke 4:16 

16 Jesus came to Nazareth where He had grown 

up. As He had done before, He went into the 

Jewish place of worship on the Day of Rest. 

Then He stood up to read. 
 

Luke 11:1-4 

1 Jesus had been praying. One of His followers 

said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray as John the 

Baptist taught his followers.” 

2 Jesus said to them, “When you pray, say, 

„Our Father in heaven, Your name is holy. May 

Your holy nation come. What You want done, 

may it be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

3 Give us the bread we need everyday. 

4 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Do not let us be tempted.‟ ” 
 

Philippians 4:6 

6 Do not worry. Learn to pray about everything. 

Give thanks to God as you ask Him for what 

you need. 

 

forgiveness as well as our need to be 

forgiving. We forgive because He forgives.

 Finally, Jesus taught us to ask God to 

help us when we are tempted to do wrong or 

just give up doing what is right. God does 

not want us to go the wrong way. He will 

give us strength not to sin. Other believers 

will encourage us when we are tempted. 

 When we learn to worship as Jesus 

taught, we will be filled with God‟s joy.  

 

Do Not Worry, Just Worship (Phil. 4:6) 

 Someone said, “Worship and worry 

cannot live in the same heart.” Worry and 

worship are opposites. If we worry, we are 

not focusing on God. If we focus on God, 

we should not worry. Paul wrote the same 

idea to believers in Philippians 4:6.  

 We worry about things like success, 

money, sickness, or the future. Worry seems 

to be part of life. When we focus on God in 

worship and prayer, we trust Him to help us. 

Worry can‟t change things, but God can. He 

can take away our worries and give us hope. 

Give Him thanks for His love and care. 

 Worship is about God. It leads us to 

know God‟s power and His holiness. We 

join together doing God‟s work in the world. 

Worship helps us trust God for our needs 

GROWING TOGETHER IN CHRIST • Unit 2: Beginning the Journey • Lesson 7: Learning to Worship Page 34 



 

Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

 

Learning to Build  

Christ-like Relationships 
Lesson 

8 

Bible Text 

Matthew 18:15-17,  

21-35 

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

 

Background Text  
Matthew 18:15-35 

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

 

Memory Verse 

“Then Peter came to 

Jesus and said, „Lord, 

how many times may 

my brother sin against 

me and I forgive him, 

up to seven times?‟ 

Jesus said to him, „I 

tell you, not seven 

times but seventy 

times seven!‟ ” 

(Matthew 18:21-22)   

 

Word List 

reconciled: to settle a 

difference with 

another 

repent: to feel sorry 

and change direction, 

to go a different 

direction 

restore: to bring back 

to original condition 
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 Several years ago, my wife and I went with our church to 

work with Christians in Brazil. We had never been to Brazil, so 

we didn‟t know the language. But when we met with Brazilian 

believers, we had an instant connection. Relationships like these 

are possible because of Jesus! 

 When a person becomes a follower of Jesus, he or she is a 

part of His body, the church. We are joined to each other through 

His Spirit. That doesn‟t mean we will never have differences or 

we will always get along with everyone. Building Christ-like 

relationships takes time and can sometimes be hard work. We 

must work at being kind and forgiving other‟s mistakes. 

 In this lesson, we will learn about Christ-like relationships 

and how to repair and restore broken relationships. 

 

Repairing Broken Relationships (Matt. 18:15-17) 

 In every relationship, there is a possibility for being hurt. 

We live in an imperfect world, and we are all imperfect people. 

What do you do when you are hurt by friends or family? Maybe 

you become angry. Maybe you want to hurt the person in return.  

When we‟re hurt, relationships are damaged or broken. 

  Jesus taught us how to repair broken relationships. If we 

ignore broken relationships among believers, we will not be 

living as Christ wants. Non-Christians will say we‟re no different 

than other people who get revenge. Christ-like relationships must 

be repaired to show the world how Jesus‟ followers live a 



 

different kind of life. He gave us three steps to follow. 

 First, Jesus said, “If your brother sins against you, go and 

tell him what he did without other people hearing it. If he listens 

to you, you have won your brother back again.” The one who 

was hurt is to go to the one who hurt him. We often think, “He 

hurt me; he must come and ask my forgiveness.” But Jesus said 

we must go to him first. This should be done in private, lovingly, 

and with a desire to restore the broken relationship.  

 As a second step toward trying to heal brokenness, Jesus 

said to take one or two people with you to witness your efforts to 

repair the relationship. Every word may be remembered by those 

who heard or they may help by encouraging discussion.  

 Finally, if going the second time does not restore the 

relationship, tell the church about the trouble. Relationships are 

so important that the whole church should pray and work to 

restore them. Part of caring for each other is answering to each 

other when problems occur. If the person who causes hurt will 

not listen to the church and be reconciled, he should be treated as 

one who is not a follower of Jesus or a part of the church. When 

someone is unwilling to restore a relationship, his actions say he 

doesn‟t care about the person and doesn‟t want to listen to the 

church. Jesus said he is as bad as one who doesn‟t know God.  

 

Christ-like Relationships and Forgiveness (Matt. 18:21-35) 

 Peter and the other disciples had been taught by the 

religious leaders to forgive a person three times. The fourth time 

someone wronged you, you didn‟t need to forgive him.  

 But Jesus taught we are to forgive someone just as God 

forgives us. Jesus could have asked Peter if God had forgiven 

revenge: to repay 

injury for injury or 

evil for evil 

 

Things to  

Think About 

1. What do you do 

when someone hurts 

you? 

 

2. How do you restore 

broken relationships? 

 

3. Are there people 

who have hurt you 

that you cannot 

forgive? Why or why 

not? 

 

4. Why should 

Christians forgive 

others? 
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 him. The king put him in prison, too. 

 Jesus wanted them to understand that 

since God has forgiven us of our sins, 

shouldn‟t we forgive the small sins others 

do to us? God‟s forgiveness is unlimited 

when we obey him. How can we refuse to 

forgive those who sin against us? 

 

Forgive and Comfort (2 Cor. 2:5-11) 

 Paul wrote a letter to the church in 

Corinth. Someone in the church had done 

something to hurt Paul. What was done not 

only hurt Paul but also divided the church. 

The church took very harsh action, which 

caused more problems. Paul wrote that the 

person had been punished enough. Now the 

church should forgive and restore him to 

fellowship in the church.  

 Punishment is to correct and help a 

sinner turn from his wrong ways. When a 

person repents, he should be forgiven, 

restored, and comforted. 

 To correct someone in the church is a 

hard thing to do, but it‟s necessary. It 

should never be done in anger, but to lead 

someone to repent. When the world sees 

followers of Jesus love and care for each 

other, they will want to follow Jesus, too. 

 

him only seven times. We all need more 

forgiveness than just seven times. Jesus‟ 

reply was to forgive not seven times, but 

seventy times seven. He was not giving 

Peter a math problem to solve. Jesus meant 

Peter should not count how many times he 

forgave a person. Forgiveness has no limits. 

 A friend from Africa said tribal wars 

are often fought, but no one remembers 

why they started. Years ago people started 

hating each other and taking revenge. 

Often, revenge has no limits. But Jesus‟ 

followers should forgive with no limits. 

  Jesus told a story about forgiveness. 

A servant owed his king a large amount of 

money. The king demanded payment, but 

the servant fell down and begged for time 

to pay his debt. The king took pity on him. 

He forgave the huge debt and set him free. 

 Then the forgiven servant met with 

another servant who owed him a small 

amount of money. He demanded payment, 

even though the man begged for time to 

repay him. But he had the servant put in 

prison. He chose not to forgive.  

 When the king heard about this, he 

called the first servant and asked why he 

had not shown pity as it had been shown to 
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said, „Give me time, and I will pay you all the 

money.‟  

30 But he would not. He had him put in prison 

until he could pay the money.  

31 “When his other servants saw what had 

happened, they were very sorry. They came and 

told the king all that was done.  

32 Then the king called for the first one. He 

said, „You bad servant! I forgave you. I said 

that you would not have to pay back any of the 

money you owed me because you asked me.  

33 Should you not have had pity on the other 

servant, even as I had pity on you?‟  

34 The king was very angry. He handed him 

over to men who would beat and hurt him until 

he paid all the money he owed.  

35 So will My Father in heaven do to you, if 

each one of you does not forgive his brother 

from his heart.”  
 

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

5 If someone among you has brought sorrow, 

he has not made me as sad as he has all of you. 

I say this so I may not make it hard for you.  

6 Most of you have punished him. That is 

enough for such a person.  

7 Now you should forgive him and comfort 

him. If you do not, he will be so sad that he will 

want to give up.  

8 I ask you to show him you do love him.  

9 This is why I wrote to you. I wanted to test 

you to see if you were willing to obey in all 

things.  

10 If you forgive a man, I forgive him also. If I 

have forgiven anything, I have done it because 

of you. Christ sees me as I forgive.  

11 We forgive so that Satan will not win. We 

know how he works! 

Matthew 18:15-17, 21-35 

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell 

him what he did without other people hearing it. 

If he listens to you, you have won your brother 

back again.  

16 But if he will not listen to you, take one or 

two other people with you. Every word may be 

remembered by the two or three who heard.  

17 If he will not listen to them, tell the trouble 

to the church. If he does not listen to the church, 

think of him as a person who is as bad as one 

who does not know God and a person who 

gathers taxes.  

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and said, “Lord, 

how many times may my brother sin against me 

and I forgive him, up to seven times?”  

22 Jesus said to him, “I tell you, not seven times 

but seventy times seven!  

23 “The holy nation of heaven is like a king 

who wanted to find out how much money his 

servants owed him.  

24 As he began, one of the servants was brought 

to him who owed him very much money.  

25 He could pay nothing that he owed. So the 

king spoke the word that he and his wife and his 

children and all that he had should be sold to 

pay what he owed.  

26 The servant got down on his face in front of 

the king. He said, „Give me time, and I will pay 

you all the money.‟  

27 Then the king took pity on his servant and let 

him go. He told him he did not have to pay the 

money back.  

28 “But that servant went out and found one of 

the other servants who owed him very little 

money. He took hold of his neck and said, „Pay 

me the money you owe me!‟  

29 The other servant got down at his feet and 
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Simplified English 

 

 

 

Learning the Way  

of Right Living 
Lesson 

9 

Bible Text 

Colossians 3:1-14 

 

Background Text  
Colossians 2:20  

to 3:14 

 

Memory Verse 

“God has chosen you. 

You are holy and 

loved by Him. 

Because of this, your 

new life should be full 

of loving-pity. You 

should be kind to 

others and have no 

pride. Be gentle and 

be willing to wait for 

others.”  

(Colossians 3:12) 

 

Word List 

crucial: very 

important 

idolatry: the worship 

of someone other than 

God, the Creator; also, 

the worship of a thing 

made by man 

lust: a strong desire to 

do sinful things 

patient: willing to 

wait 
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 When I was 15 years old, I was an angry orphan. I had 

little concern for anyone but myself. But then I went to live at a 

boys’ ranch. I met Mr. Marshall, a man who helped change my 

way of thinking and acting. He was very strict, but very kind and 

fair. I am a different person because, at a crucial time, God 

brought that man into my life. He helped me understand how 

much Jesus loves me. My life was completely changed. 

 Jesus changes those who come to Him. When we believe 

in Jesus as Savior, we become new inside. The way we think, the 

way we live, and the way we see people are all changed by Jesus. 

This new way of living grows day by day as we follow God’s 

way. It’s like physical growth. It happens step by step. 

 The Bible says, “If a man belongs to Christ, he is a new 

person. The old life is gone. New life has begun” (2 Cor. 5:17). A 

person who belongs to Jesus will learn to live in the right way, 

the way God wants us to live. In this lesson we will learn how 

this new way of living begins. We will also learn what we must 

do to continue to grow in this new life. 

 

Beginning a New Life (Col. 3:1-4) 

 Some people say, “I can’t live in a new way. I like to live 

as I always have.” They say this because they have never met 

Jesus. When people follow Jesus, two things happen which 

change everything in life. First, they begin to care less for the 

things of the world. Then they begin to care more for the things 



 

of God. Believers picture this change as death and resurrection 

when they are baptized. The Bible says, “You are dead to the 

things of this world. You have been raised with Christ.” Jesus 

begins His life in us. He makes the right way of living possible. 

 Even though we continue to live in the world, we are not to 

think only about this present world. The old way of living should 

no longer be the focus of our minds. We have died to the old way 

of living. Our spirits have been made new in Christ. 

 Our minds are now to look for good things, the things of 

heaven. Jesus overcame evil in this world. Even though He is in  

heaven now, His Spirit lives in us giving us spiritual wisdom here 

on earth. He gives us strength to live the right way. 

 One day, Jesus will return to the earth and change 

everything for good. Then everyone will see Jesus for Who He 

really is. When He comes again, all who believe in Him will also 

be with Him to share His shining-greatness. Until Jesus comes, 

we are to live the right way so others can see His love and truth. 

 

Removing Bad Things (Col. 3:5-9) 

 Even though Jesus has given us new life, we have not yet 

become all God wants us to be. Every day we must grow in 

living right. We must destroy (or put to death) our desire to sin 

because sin breaks our relationship with our holy, perfect God. 

 Some desires we are told to put to death are sex sins and 

lust. Sex sins focus on pleasing only ourselves. Christ taught that 

real love cares about what is best for others. God made sex for 

marriage so husbands and wives could give themselves to one 

another in a loving relationship. People who do sex sins often 

become slaves to that sin, because they want to sin in that way 

Things to  

Think About 

1. What difference 

has Jesus made in the 

way you live each 

day? 

 

2. What have you 

learned from this 

lesson that will help 

you in living the right 

way? 

 

3. What one change 

can you make in the 

way you live now so 

your life will be more 

like Jesus? 

 

4. How does a person 

die to the old way of 

living? 
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We are to choose to live differently than we 

did before Jesus became our Savior. 

 

Putting on Good Things (Col. 3:10-14) 

 Learning the way of right living is 

not only putting off bad things, it is putting 

on good things. If we take off old, dirty 

clothes, we must put on new, clean clothes 

or else we will be naked. Putting on good 

things shows the change which has taken 

place in our lives. We have become new 

persons and are always learning more about 

Christ. We are becoming more like Him. 

 We must recognize that people from 

every nation are made by God. Prejudice 

and hate for others must not be part of our 

lives. These thoughts and feelings separate 

us from one another, but Jesus has made us 

one. Our new life should be full of loving-

pity. We should be kind, gentle, and 

patient to others and have no pride.  

 Two of the most important qualities 

we are to put on are forgiveness and love. 

Jesus said we should forgive others the 

same way God forgave us. If we don’t 

forgive, we have not learned to live in the 

right way. Jesus forgave us for the sins we 

should have paid for. When we forgive 

others as Jesus has forgiven us, we are 

more and more. Jesus wants to deliver us 

from the lust of our bodies. To live right, 

we must separate ourselves from those sins.  

 The sin of greed, always wanting 

more than we need, must also be destroyed. 

Greed is when we greatly desire things 

instead of being satisfied with Jesus. 

Material things can become the focus of our 

lives. The Bible calls the sin of greed 

idolatry. The importance of things should 

never take the place of Jesus in our lives. 

He came to free us from greed. 

 Paul lists other sins we should rid 

ourselves of: Anger, bad temper, bad 

feelings toward others, talk that hurts 

people, speaking against God, dirty talk, 

and lying to each other. These are sins of 

attitude and speech. People often consider 

sex sins and greed as bad sins, but God 

wants us to remove the sins of attitude and 

speech from our lives also. It is impossible 

to live right if we practice any sin.   

 When the Bible says we are to put 

sin off, it’s a picture of taking off dirty 

clothes and putting on clean clothes. God 

wants our lives to be pure. Putting off sin is 

a command, something we must do. Jesus 

died so we could be forgiven of our sins. 
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God comes down on those who do not obey 

Him.  

7 You used to do these sins when you lived that 

kind of life.  

8 Put out of your life these things also: anger, 

bad temper, bad feelings toward others, talk that 

hurts people, speaking against God, and dirty 

talk.  

9 Do not lie to each other. You have put out of 

your life your old ways.  

10 You have now become a new person and are 

always learning more about Christ. You are 

being made more like Christ. He is the One 

Who made you.  

11 There is no difference in men in this new 

life. Greeks and Jews are the same. The man 

who has gone through the religious act of 

becoming a Jew and the one who has not are 

the same. There is no difference between 

nations. Men who are sold to work and those 

who are free are the same. Christ is everything. 

He is in all of us.  

12 God has chosen you. You are holy and loved 

by Him. Because of this, your new life should 

be full of loving-pity. You should be kind to 

others and have no pride. Be gentle and be 

willing to wait for others.  

13 Try to understand other people. Forgive each 

other. If you have something against someone, 

forgive him. That is the way the Lord forgave 

you.  

14 And to all these things, you must add love. 

Love holds everything and everybody together 

and makes all these good things perfect.  

following His model. Forgiveness does not 

ask if someone is worthy of forgiveness. 

Forgiveness is a decision we make. 

 Forgiveness and love must go 

together. They are like two sides of a coin. 

They are really one thing, for you cannot 

have love and not forgive, and you cannot 

really forgive unless you have love. Love  

makes all these good things complete.  

 Love is like a coat put over all the 

other good things. It’s not a feeling, but a 

decision, a decision to live like Jesus. We 

can learn to love, and when we do, we will 

continue to grow in right living. 

____________________ 

Colossians 3:1-14 

1 If then you have been raised with Christ, keep 

looking for the good things of heaven. This is 

where Christ is seated on the right side of God.  

2 Keep your minds thinking about things in 

heaven. Do not think about things on the earth.  

3 You are dead to the things of this world. Your 

new life is now hidden in God through Christ.  

4 Christ is our life. When He comes again, you 

will also be with Him to share His shining-

greatness.  

5 Destroy the desires to sin that are in you. 

These desires are: sex sins, anything that is not 

clean, a desire for sex sins, and wanting 

something someone else has. This is worshiping 

a god.  

6 It is because of these sins that the anger of 
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GROWING TOGETHER 

 In Unit 3, we will study how a church grows as the 

members grow together. God’s Kingdom and His work are 

centered in the church and the believers who make up the 

church. The church cannot grow strong and be used by God 

in the world if the believers, who make up the church, do not 

grow together by helping and encouraging each other. 

 The five lessons in this unit emphasize what the 

Scripture teaches about how believers must grow together so 

the church will grow.  

 Lesson 10 emphasizes putting the Bible first in our 

lives and in the church. 

 Lesson 11 teaches the importance of Christian 

fellowship and how our fellowship can show non-believers 

the love of God through Christ. 

 Lesson 12 teaches that worship is essential if we are to 

grow together as a group of believers. 

 Lesson 13 emphasizes ministering to others by 

meeting needs inside and outside the church. 

 Lesson 14 teaches the importance for all believers to 

be faithful witnesses to all nations. 

 As believers live out their faith, they will grow 

together, and the Lord will add new followers to the church. 

Jesus desires that all people in the world know God’s love 

and turn to Him for salvation. This is accomplished as 

believers take seriously their responsibility of growing 

together in the church and reaching out to the world. 

 

Growing Together 
 

Lesson 10 

Putting the  

Scripture First 

Acts 2:42; Romans 15:4 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

2 Peter 1:19-21 

 

Lesson 11 

Share Genuine  

Fellowship 

Acts 2:42-47 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11  

Philippians 1:3-9 

 

Lesson 12 

Worship Together 

Acts 2:42-47 

1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

Ephesians 5:19-20 

 

Lesson 13 

Minister to People’s Needs 

Acts 2:43-45; 3:1-8 

1 Corinthians 16:1-3  

James 2:14-17 

 

Lesson 14 

Witness to the World 

Acts 2:47b 

Matthew 28:18-20  

John 20:19-21 

Acts 11:19-26 



 

Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

Putting the Scripture First Lesson 
10 

Bible Text 

Acts 2:42 

Romans 15:4 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

2 Peter 1:19-21 

 

Background Text  
Acts 2:42-47 

Romans 15:4 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

2 Peter 1:19-21 

 

Memory Verse 

“All the Holy 

Writings are God-

given and are made 

alive by Him. Man is 

helped when he is 

taught God’s Word. It 

shows what is wrong. 

It changes the way of 

a man’s life. It shows 

him how to be right 

with God. It gives the 

man who belongs to 

God everything he 

needs to work well  

for Him.”  

(2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
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 A large sign placed on the front of a new machine had 

these words: “When all else fails, read the instruction book.” 

Often we begin using something without knowing how it should 

work. I bought a new digital camera and began taking pictures 

before I read the instruction book. My pictures were not good, 

and I was disappointed in the camera. I was using the camera 

incorrectly and could have damaged it. When I followed the 

instructions, I took much better pictures. 

 God has given us an instruction book for life—the Holy 

Scripture, the Bible. Many people live life without reading or 

giving attention to God’s instruction book about how to live life. 

They do things wrong. They become sad and disappointed when  

life is difficult. Some people fight others, and hate fills their 

hearts. They are like people living in darkness. They don’t know 

how life works. If they would read and follow the Bible, life 

would be better, and they would be able to face the difficult 

things. They would come out of the darkness into the light. 

 God made us and He knows how life is to work. He has 

given instructions so we can live a happy life, but we must follow 

His instructions in the Bible.  

 In this lesson we will learn the importance of putting the 

Scripture first in our church and in daily living, how the Scripture 

was written, and why we call God’s Word the Holy Scripture. 

 

Strength and Hope from Scripture  (Acts 2:42; Romans 15:4) 

 The book of Acts tells that Jesus had left His followers to 

return to heaven. During His earthly ministry, He told them He 



 

would return to be with God, His Father, in heaven. The disciples 

had been with Jesus for three years, and He taught them God’s 

instructions for right living.  

 Now, all the followers of Jesus met together in the city of 

Jerusalem without Him. Each day, the disciples taught the 

followers the words and lessons which Jesus had taught them. 

Their teaching helped the other followers not to be afraid. Jesus’ 

words also helped them know how they should live. 

 These early believers faced opposition from the Jewish 

leaders who had killed Jesus. But when they heard Jesus’ words, 

they were made strong. God’s Word gives us courage to be 

strong and not fear. It tells us that God will be with us when we 

obey His Word. 

 Paul wrote a letter to the church in Rome. He wanted the 

people in the church to continue to learn from the Holy Scripture 

so they would know how God wanted them to live. If we don’t 

learn from God’s Word, we make problems for ourselves and 

others. But God’s Word gives us strength and hope when we 

follow it and do not give up. 

 

 Instruction from the Scripture (2 Tim. 3:14-17) 

 When we have learned the Scriptures, we must remember 

what we have learned. When we face problems in life, the Holy 

Spirit, living in us, will use the Scriptures we have learned to 

teach us what to do and how to think and act. As we remember 

God’s Word, we will be happy because it tells us that He will 

never leave us alone. We can be confident as we decide right 

from wrong when we depend on God’s instructions. 

Word List 

confident: to be 

certain something is 

right and true 

Holy Scripture: The 

Bible; God’s words to 

mankind 

inspired: to breathe 

in, to cause one to do 

God’s work 

opposition: a person 

or group who is 

against others 

 

Things to  

Think About 

1. What does the 

Bible mean to you? 

 

2. How has the Bible 

changed the way you 

think? 

 

3. Why should the 

Bible have first place 

in the church’s 

teaching? 

 

4. Who does the Bible 

always point us to? 

GROWING TOGETHER IN CHRIST • Unit 3: Growing Together • Lesson 10: Putting the Scripture First Page 45 



 

Christians, we learn how the Scripture was 

written. Peter also tells that we can trust the 

Scriptures as the truth of God because they 

are from God. Peter said that no part of the 

Scripture was ever made up by any man 

and no part of it came because of what man 

wanted to write. Holy men wrote what God 

spoke to them through the Holy Spirit. 

 Paul reminded Timothy that all the 

Scriptures are God-given and are made 

alive by God. The words in the original 

language say all Scripture is inspired by 

God. That means God breathed the 

Scriptures into the lives of men who wrote 

down the Scriptures. God makes the 

Scriptures alive. They are holy because 

they are God’s words. The Scriptures help 

us. They are truth that never loses meaning. 

What was true in Peter and Paul’s time is 

true now. 

 Jesus’ life and teaching proved God’s 

Word was true. Jesus lived according to the 

Holy Scriptures we call the Old Testament. 

Peter said we should continue to listen and 

give attention to what the earlier teachers 

taught and let it guide our lives.  

 Today, there are false teachers who 

do not teach the word of God. They teach 

 Paul had a young friend named 

Timothy. Timothy was Paul’s disciple. Paul 

told him to hold on to the Holy Scriptures 

he had learned as a child. The Scriptures 

would point him to Jesus, and he would be 

certain that he had salvation in Jesus.  

 The Scriptures always point us to 

Jesus. He is our hope and life, the One Who 

makes us confident each day. We can be 

confident when we follow the Scripture 

because it is God-given and made alive by 

His Spirit. 

 The help which the Scripture gives 

does more than make us confident of our 

salvation and of who Jesus is. It shows us 

what is right and wrong. It changes the 

direction we go in life. It shows us how to 

be right with God. It gives Jesus’ followers 

everything we need to work well for Him.  

 Paul wanted Timothy to continue 

God’s work as his partner. He knew that 

only the Scripture could give Timothy the 

strength and confidence, the guidance, and 

understanding to do God’s work well. What 

was true for Timothy is true for us. 

 

The Truth of the Scripture  

(2 Pet. 1:19-21; 2 Tim. 3:16) 

 From the book Peter wrote to 

GROWING TOGETHER IN CHRIST • Unit 3: Growing Together • Lesson 10: Putting the Scripture First Page 46 



 

not giving up, God’s Word gives us strength 

and hope.  

 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

14 But as for you, hold on to what you have 

learned and know to be true. Remember where 

you learned them.  

15 You have known the Holy Writings since 

you were a child. They are able to give you 

wisdom that leads to being saved from the 

punishment of sin by putting your trust in 

Christ Jesus.  

16 All the Holy Writings are God-given and are 

made alive by Him. Man is helped when he is 

taught God’s Word. It shows what is wrong. It 

changes the way of a man’s life. It shows him 

how to be right with God.  

17 It gives the man who belongs to God 

everything he needs to work well for Him.  

 

2 Peter 1:19-21 

19 All this helps us know that what the early 

preachers said was true. You will do well to 

listen to what they have said. Their words are as 

lights that shine in a dark place. Listen until you 

understand what they have said. Then it will be 

like the morning light which takes away the 

darkness. And the Morning Star (Christ) will 

rise to shine in your hearts.  

20 Understand this first: No part of the Holy 

Writings was ever made up by any man.  

21 No part of the Holy Writings came long ago 

because of what man wanted to write. But holy 

men who belonged to God spoke what the Holy 

Spirit told them.  

their own thoughts. They cause people to 

turn away from Jesus. Peter said false 

teachers lead people into dark places. The 

darkness tries to hide the light of God’s 

truth, but God’s Word is a light for all who 

hear and follow it.  

 God’s Word, the Holy Scripture, was 

given by God so we will know how to live. 

We can be confident about our salvation 

because of the truths Jesus taught and lived. 

 It is important to put the Scripture first 

in the church. Nothing else gives wisdom to 

God’s people like the Scripture.  

 The church should make sure children 

are taught God’s Word. Each of us should 

hold on to what we learn so we will not 

follow false teachers. The Scripture will 

guide us to know right from wrong and give 

us strength when we face difficulties. The 

Scripture will be a “lamp to our feet and a 

light to our path” (Psalm 119:105). 

____________________ 

Acts 2:42 

42 They were faithful in listening to the 

teaching of the missionaries. They worshiped 

and prayed and ate the Lord’s Supper together. 

 

Romans 15:4 

4 Everything that was written in the Holy 

Writings long ago was written to teach us. By 
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Share Genuine Fellowship Lesson 
11 

Bible Text 

Acts 2:42-47 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

Philippians 1:3-9 

 

Background Text  
Acts 2:42-47  

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

Philippians 1:3-11 

 

Memory Verse 

“All those who put 

their trust in Christ 

were together and 

shared what they 

owned.” (Acts 2:44) 

 

Word List 

diverse: to be 

different; not all the 

same 

encourage: to give 

hope to someone, to 

make glad 

fellowship: a group  

of people with similar 

interests who care for 

each other 

genuine: real and true 
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 My wife and I have been members of a Chinese church for 

several years. Members of the church are from different places: 

Mainland China, Malaysia, Hong Kong, Cambodia, Vietnam, 

Taiwan, United States, and even Peru. Not everyone speaks the 

same Chinese dialect. Some members, like me and my wife, 

don’t speak Chinese at all. The church is a mixture of different 

people, young and old, professional and non-professional, highly 

educated, and only grade school education. Some have special 

needs, but most are strong and healthy. 

 Why do such different people become members of this 

church? One reason is most come from a Chinese background. 

But the main reason is we are all followers of Jesus and have a 

wonderful fellowship in the church.  

 Christian fellowship is sharing together in love and it 

should be part of every church. Genuine Christian fellowship 

makes a church strong in God’s work. 

 In this lesson we will learn what it means to have genuine 

Christian fellowship at church. We will learn about the different 

parts of genuine fellowship and what it means to share together. 

 

Sharing in God’s Love (Acts 2:42-47) 

 In the first church, people from different nations with 

different languages came together in Jesus’ name. They faithfully 

listened to the disciples’ teaching. They worshiped, prayed, and 

shared in fellowship. People outside the church were surprised to 

see such a diverse group loving each other. 

 Members of the first church enjoyed being together. There 



 

was no law which said they must be together. They chose to be 

together. They shared what they owned, they went to the house of 

God together, and they ate together. When anyone had needs, 

members sold what they owned and shared to meet those needs.  

 Someone said the early Christians must have been 

communists because they shared all they owned with one 

another. But in communism, people are forced to share. These 

early Christians shared because of the love of Jesus. 

 The early Christians are a model for churches today. When 

Christians fellowship by sharing together, the world sees the love 

of God clearly. Jesus said, “You must love each other as I have 

loved you. If you love each other, all men will know you are My 

followers” (John 13:34b-35). 

 

Sharing God’s Gifts (1 Cor. 12:4-11) 

 Paul taught the church at Corinth about the diverse gifts 

within the church. God gives different gifts to different people. 

Paul said one person is given the gift of teaching words of 

wisdom, while another person has the gift of faith. Someone else 

is gifted as a teacher of Bible truths. One person may have the 

gift of healing, though another does powerful works. Someone is 

gifted to speak God’s Word, while someone else can tell the 

difference between the Holy Spirit and false spirits. One person is 

given the gift of speaking with special sounds, and another can 

tell what those special sounds mean.  

 Each person may have a different gift. No one can boast 

about the gift he or she has because it was given by God through 

the Holy Spirit. No one chooses the gift he has. He only receives 

the gift that is given. The Holy Spirit does not give different gifts 

Things to  

Think About 

1. How does your 

church share with 

others in the church 

who have needs? 

 

2. Why do you think 

the early Christians 

shared everything 

together? 

 

3. How much does 

your church teach 

about spiritual gifts? 

What is your spiritual 

gift? 

 

4. How can 

fellowship in your 

church be made 

stronger? 
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encouraged him. Genuine fellowship is 

being partners, doing God’s work together. 

 The words fellowship and 

partnership come from the same word in 

the Bible. So when Paul said the people at 

Philippi were partners with him, he meant 

they were fellowshipping with him. When 

he struggled with different problems as he 

taught people about Jesus, he remembered 

the church at Philippi and prayed for them. 

He knew they struggled, too. Although they 

were in different places, they were doing 

the same work. Their fellowship in doing 

God’s work was a true partnership.  

 Partnering makes the work of God 

grow and helps people come to know Jesus. 

God was working in and through the church 

in Philippi. Paul wrote, “I am sure that God, 

Who began the good work in you, will keep 

on working in you until the day Jesus Christ 

comes again.” Fellowship will keep God’s 

work going from one generation to the next, 

until Jesus comes again.  

 Fellowship in the church is 

important. We must not neglect building 

strong fellowship. It helps us love one 

another. As we depend on each other, we 

become a healthy church. Fellowship 

to create confusion or division. The gifts 

are given to make the church ready to do 

God’s work. The different gifts work 

together, depending on the others, for the 

good of everyone. Every believer must live 

in fellowship with others so the church will 

be strong and healthy.  

 If fellowship is strong and the gifts 

are shared among members, there will be 

peace in the church, and God will be 

honored. The different gifts strengthen the 

church. Christian fellowship means we 

need each other, just as our bodies need 

each different part (hand, foot, eye, mouth) 

to be strong, healthy, and useful. 

 

Sharing in God’s Work (Phil. 1:3-9) 

 Fellowship in the church is about 

more than enjoying one another and sharing 

all things together. Paul wrote to the church 

at Philippi, “I thank God for you whenever 

I think of you. I always have joy as I pray 

for all of you.” The church at Philippi was 

Paul’s partner as he went from place to 

place telling about the Good News that 

Jesus was the Savior. They sent him money 

to help with his daily needs. They also were 

bold in telling others the Good News. They 

were doing the same work as Paul, and that 

GROWING TOGETHER IN CHRIST • Unit 3: Growing Together • Lesson 11: Share Genuine Fellowship Page 50 



 

gifts are by the same Holy Spirit.  

9 One person receives the gift of faith. Another 

person receives the gifts of healing. These gifts 

are given by the same Holy Spirit.  

10 One person is given the gift of doing 

powerful works. Another person is given the 

gift of speaking God’s Word. Another person is 

given the gift of telling the difference between 

the Holy Spirit and false spirits. Another person 

is given the gift of speaking in special sounds. 

Another person is given the gift of telling what 

these special sounds mean.  

11 But it is the same Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 

God, Who does all these things. He gives to 

each person as He wants to give. 
 

Philippians 1:3-9 

3 I thank God for you whenever I think of you.  

4 I always have joy as I pray for all of you.  

5 It is because you have told others the Good 

News from the first day you heard it until now.  

6 I am sure that God Who began the good work 

in you will keep on working in you until the 

day Jesus Christ comes again.  

7 It is right for me to feel like this about all of 

you. It is because you are very dear to me. 

While I was in prison and when I was proving 

that the Good News is true, you all shared 

God’s loving-favor with me.  

8 God knows what I am saying. He knows how 

much I love you all with a love that comes from 

Jesus Christ.  

9 And this is my prayer: I pray that your love 

will grow more and more. I pray that you will 

have better understanding and be wise in all 

things. 

makes the work of God grow and gives 

encouragement to all believers. How is the 

fellowship in your church? 

____________________ 

Acts 2:42-47 

42 They were faithful in listening to the 

teaching of the missionaries. They worshiped 

and prayed and ate the Lord’s supper together. 

43 Many powerful works were done by the 

missionaries. Surprise and fear came on them 

all. 

44 All those who put their trust in Christ were 

together and shared what they owned. 

45 As anyone had need, they sold what they 

owned and shared with everyone. 

46 Day after day they went to the house of God 

together. In their houses they ate their food 

together. Their hearts were happy. 

47 They gave thanks to God and all the people 

respected them. The Lord added to the group 

each day those who were being saved from the 

punishment of sin. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

4 There are different kinds of gifts. But it is the 

same Holy Spirit Who gives them.  

5 There are different kinds of work to be done 

for Him. But the work is for the same Lord.  

6 There are different ways of doing His work. 

But it is the same God who uses all these ways 

in all people.  

7 The Holy Spirit works in each person in one 

way or another for the good of all.  

8 One person is given the gift of teaching words 

of wisdom. Another person is given the gift of 

teaching what he has learned and knows. These 
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Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

 

Worship Together Lesson 
12 

Bible Text 

Acts 2:42-47 

1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

Ephesians 5:19-20 

 

Background Text  
Acts 2:42-47, 4:23-31, 

20:7-12  

1 Corinthians 11:17-34, 

14:26-33      

Ephesians 5:19-20 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

Memory Verse 

“Tell of your joy to 

each other by singing 

the Songs of David 

and church songs. 

Sing in your heart to 

the Lord. Always give 

thanks for all things to 

God the Father in the 

name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.”  

(Ephesians 5:19-20) 

 

Word List 

awe: feelings of 

wonder and fear 

expressing: making 

known our thoughts 

and feelings by words 

and actions 
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 I talked with an international friend about church. I told 

him we study the Bible and worship. He asked, “What is 

worship?” That is a very good question. Even some Christians 

can’t explain worship correctly. Some people think worship is 

something which only happens on Sunday morning at church 

when people pray, sing, give money, and listen to a sermon. But 

true worship is more than what Christians do on Sunday. 

 Worship is about God, what we believe about Him, how 

we relate to Him, and how we follow His teachings. Worship is 

expressing our love to God. We can talk to Him in prayer. We 

can sing because we are thankful for all He has done. We can be 

silent and let Him speak to our minds. We can worship with 

others or alone. Whatever way we worship, God is our focus. 

 In this lesson we will learn how the early Christians 

worshiped and what can divide Christians when they worship. 

We will learn how worship makes us feel joyful. 

 

Be Steadfast in Worship (Acts 2:42-47) 

 The early Christians were steadfast as they worshipped 

God together. They went to the house of God every day. In their 

worship time, they listened to the disciples teach about Jesus. 

Worship was a time of learning and growing. It was a time to 

pray together. They agreed on things they wanted to ask God to 

do. God was the focus and the center of their worship. They 

didn’t neglect worshiping together, and neither should we. 

 As the early believers worshipped together, God did 

wonderful and unusual work through the church. The people saw 



 

God’s mighty work and had a deep sense of awe. They feared 

and honored God by their words and their relationship with each 

other. They ate meals together and shared whenever anyone had 

needs. People outside the church were amazed to see how the 

believers lived. Because of what they saw, many people believed 

in Jesus and became part of the church. Worship is important 

because God works through believers as we focus on Him. 

 Today, some church members are not steadfast. They think 

going to worship is no longer an important part of life. We need 

to be like the early Christians—steadfast in worship. As we honor 

God, He does His mighty works in us, and the church becomes 

strong. Non-believers see God’s people loving each other. God 

can use our worship to help non-believers come to Him. 

 

Be Careful in Worship (1 Cor. 11:17-34) 

 When the church at Corinth met to worship, they were not 

careful about how they worshiped. There was division among the 

believers, and they argued with one another. Paul had started the 

church, so he wrote a letter correcting them. Nothing good was 

coming from their meeting together. Instead of worshipping, they 

were focusing on their own desires and feelings, not on God.  

 Part of their worship was eating the Lord’s Supper 

together. They were not careful how they prepared to eat it. Some 

brought their own food to have a meal before they ate the Lord’s 

Supper. They wouldn’t wait for everyone to arrive before they ate 

their food. They didn’t care for poor members or those who 

didn’t arrive on time. This caused division and hurt feelings. Paul 

said they shouldn’t bring their food to eat at church if everyone 

wasn’t included. This was wrong and they weren’t honoring God. 

sermon: a talk given 

by a religious leader 

steadfast: faithful, 

unchanging 

 

Things to  

Think About 

What does worship 

mean to you? How 

important is worship 

in your life each day? 

 

How do you prepare 

your heart to eat the 

Lord’s Supper? 

 

Why is it impossible 

to truly worship when 

there is division in the 

church? 

 

What ways can 

worship change a sad 

heart? 
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take seriously our attitudes and actions as 

we do the Lord’s Supper together. 

 

Be Joyful in Worship (Eph. 5:19-20) 

 Another part of worship is expressing 

our happiness and joy to God for Who He 

is and for all He has done for us. Paul wrote 

to believers in the city of Ephesus. He told 

them to tell of their joy by singing together.  

 The Psalms, in the Old Testament, 

were the songs of the Jewish people. Since 

Jesus has come, new songs have been 

written to express joy and thankfulness for 

what He has done. We can sing from the 

Psalms or sing new songs. Our songs show 

what our hearts feel about God. Even if we 

go to worship with a sad heart, we can 

begin to remember all God has done for us. 

Songs of praise will always follow.  

 The early believers gave us a good 

example of how to worship God by 

remembering what Jesus did. We can learn 

from their mistakes, too, as we make sure 

our worship always honors God. 

____________________ 

Acts 2:42-47 

42 They were faithful in listening to the 

teaching of the missionaries. They worshiped 

and prayed and ate the Lord’s supper together. 

43 Many powerful works were done by the 

In the same way, when we come together, 

we must be careful to show love and care 

for every member. 

 Paul explained the importance of 

eating the Lord’s Supper together. He told 

them how Jesus began the last supper with 

the disciples on the night of His arrest. 

Jesus told them what the supper meant. He 

took two familiar things, bread and wine. 

The bread represented His body, which 

would be broken as payment for their sins. 

They were to break apart the bread as a way 

to remember Jesus’ love for them. Then he 

took the cup of wine and told them it was 

“the New Way of Worship made between 

God and you by My blood. Whenever you 

drink it, do it to remember Me.”  

 Paul told them that every time you 

eat this bread and drink from this cup, you 

are telling of the Lord’s death until He 

comes again. This is why the Lord’s Supper 

is an important part of worship. It’s a way 

to remember what Jesus did for us.  

 Paul said if a person’s spirit is not 

right with the Lord, he will be guilty of 

sinning against the body and the blood of 

the Lord. We should examine our hearts 

before we eat the Lord’s Supper. We must 
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said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this 

in remembrance of me.” 

25 In the same way after supper, He took the 

cup. He said, “This cup is the New Way of 

Worship made between God and you by My 

blood. Whenever you drink it, do it to 

remember Me.”  

26 Every time you eat this bread and drink from 

this cup you are telling of the Lord’s death until 

He comes again.  

27 Anyone who eats the bread or drinks from 

the cup, if his spirit is not right with the Lord, 

will be guilty of sinning against the body and 

the blood of the Lord.  

28 This is why a man should look into his own 

heart and life before eating the bread and 

drinking from the cup.  

29 we are guilty, we are punished by the Lord 

He does not understand the meaning of the 

Lord’s body.  

30 This is why some of you are sick and weak, 

and some have died.  

31 But if we would look into our own lives and 

see if we are guilty, then God would not have to 

say we are guilty.  

32 When we are guilty, we are punished by the 

Lord so we will not be told we are guilty with 

the rest of the world.  

33 Christian brothers, when you come together 

to eat, wait for each other.  

34 If anyone is hungry, he should eat at home. 

Then he will not be guilty as you meet together. 

I will talk about the other things when I come.  
 

Ephesians 5:19-20 

19 Tell of your joy to each other by singing the 

Songs of David and church songs. Sing in your 

heart to the Lord.  

20 Always give thanks for all things to God the 

Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

missionaries. Surprise and fear came on them 

all. 

44 All those who put their trust in Christ were 

together and shared what they owned. 

45 As anyone had need, they sold what they 

owned and shared with everyone. 

46 Day after day they went to the house of God 

together. In their houses they ate their food 

together. Their hearts were happy. 

47 They gave thanks to God and all the people 

respected them. The Lord added to the group 

each day those who were being saved from the 

punishment of sin. 
 

1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

17 While writing about these things, let me tell 

you what I think. Nothing good is coming from 

your meeting together.  

18 First of all, I hear that when you meet 

together in the church you are divided into 

groups and you argue. I almost believe this is 

true.  

19 For there must be different groups among 

you. In that way, those who are right will be 

seen from those who are wrong.  

20 When you gather together for your meetings, 

it is not to eat the Lord’s supper. 

21 Each one is in a hurry to eat his own food 

first. He does not wait for others. In this way, 

one does not get enough food and drink. Others 

get too much and get drunk.  

22 You have your own homes to eat and drink 

in. Or do you hate the church of God and shame 

those who are poor? What am I to say to you? 

Am I to say you are right? No! I cannot say you 

are right in this.  

23 I have given you the teaching I received 

from the Lord. The night Jesus was handed over 

to the soldiers, He took bread.  

24 When He had given thanks, He broke it and 
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Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

 

Minister to People’s Needs Lesson 
13 

Bible Text 

Acts 2:43-45; 3:1-8 

1 Corinthians 16:1-3 

James 2:14-17 

 

Background Text  
Acts 2:43-47; 3:1-10 

1 Corinthians 16:1-3 

James 2:14-17 

 

Memory Verse 

“What if a Christian 

does not have clothes 

or food? And one of 

you says to him, 

„Goodbye, keep 

yourself warm and eat 

well.‟ But if you do 

not give him what he 

needs, how does that 

help him? A faith that 

does not do things is a 

dead faith.”  

(James 2:15-17) 

 

Word List 

ashamed: to feel that 

others think you are 

no good; to feel guilty 

host: to receive others 

and serve them 
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 A large hospital invited our church to join them and host a 

day of activities for people with brain injuries. The activities 

were held at our church. About 30 people with brain injuries 

attended, along with their families. Church volunteers welcomed 

them and served lunch. We played games, spent time with them, 

and talked with them. Some of the people with injuries could not 

talk very well. Others talked like little children. We gave them 

lots of hugs. They all needed to know they were loved. 

 This was a very different ministry experience for us at the 

church. Most of us had never known a person with brain injuries. 

We were very touched by these needy people. At the end of the 

day, we felt we had really ministered to people in need. The 

injured and their families expressed their thanks to us. God 

blessed us because we spent time ministering to them. 

 God wants His people to minister. When we do, we show 

them what God is like and how His love works in us. We have 

joy and satisfaction knowing we have done what God wants us to 

do. In this lesson, we will learn how the early Christians 

ministered to one another and how we should minister today. 

 

Christians Ministering to Christians (Acts 2:43-45) 

 The early Christians needed each other. After Jesus went 

back to His Father in heaven, there were only about 120 believers 

(Acts 1:15). The Jewish leaders who killed Jesus did not like 

Jesus‟ followers because they went around saying Jesus was the 

Savior Who forgave sins. Day after day, the believers encouraged 

each other. They worshiped together, prayed together, ate meals 



 

together and shared with anyone in the church who had needs. 

 Believers wanted to learn about the ways of God from the 

disciples. Some were widows who didn‟t have anyone to help 

them (Acts 6:1). To care for needy believers, some Christians 

sold land or houses and brought the money to the disciples. 

Christians ministered to needy Christians in the church. Many 

non-Christians became believers because they saw their actions.  

 When we minister to believers in the church, we show our 

hearts have been changed by Jesus. We witness to non-Christians 

that Jesus has changed us and changed the way we treat others. 

 

Christians Ministering to Non-Christians (Acts 3:1-8) 

 The disciples watched Jesus and learned to minister to 

anyone who had needs. One day, Peter and John met a beggar 

who couldn‟t walk. Many people gave him money because they 

didn‟t want to take time to help him. But Peter and John stopped 

and talked with him. Peter said, “Look at us.” The man may have 

been ashamed to look at people when he asked for money. Peter 

said, “I have no money, but what I have I will give you! In the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!” Peter took 

the man by the right hand and lifted him up. 

 Peter and John wanted the man to have more than money. 

If they only gave him money, he would have to beg for more the 

next day. When Peter took him by the hand, at once the man‟s 

feet and the bones in his legs became strong. He jumped up on 

his feet and walked. Then he went into the house of God with 

them. He gave thanks to God as he walked! God used Peter and 

John to give the beggar health and faith in Jesus. People were in 

awe. But the Jewish leaders were angry. 

widows: women 

whose husbands have 

died and who have 

not remarried 

witness: tell or show 

what you have 

experienced or know 

is true 

 

Things to  

Think About 

1. What has your 

church done to help 

Christians in the 

church? 

 

2. What are some 

ways we can help 

people who have lost 

their homes in a fire 

or flood? 

 

3. How has your faith 

in Jesus changed the 

way you feel about 

money? 

 

4. How do our works 

of feeding and 

clothing others show 

that our faith is real? 
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 God has given us riches. How can we 

help people who are needy but are not near 

us? People experience difficulties, like 

floods or fires which destroy their homes. 

We can follow a plan like Paul suggested to 

the Corinthians. We can put aside money 

each time we get paid. We can all be givers. 

Not everyone can give the same amount, 

but everyone can sacrifice equally. When 

Christians learn to give because we want to 

obey Jesus and help others, we grow in our 

trust in God. Giving helps the one who 

gives as well as the one who receives. 

 

Christians Ministering by Deeds 

and Not by Words Only (James 2:14-17) 

 Some Christians don‟t want to help 

by giving time or money to needy people. 

They think they will help by just saying 

encouraging words. James wrote a letter to 

say that speaking encouraging words was 

not enough. If we have faith in Jesus, we 

must take action. Faith is not just saying we 

believe; faith acts to show we believe. Faith 

that does not act to help others is not real 

faith. James said that kind of faith cannot 

save a person from sin. 

 When we meet a sick person needing 

medicine, what should we do? It‟s not 

 Christians must minister to the needs 

of non-Christians. Jesus wants us to show 

His love to everyone, no matter who they 

are. But we can do more than give money. 

We can help poor or sad people. We can 

help prisoners and their families who may 

feel ashamed. As we take time to encourage 

and love people, Jesus can change their 

hearts and give them a new kind of life. 

 

Christians Ministering by Giving  

(1 Cor. 16:1-3) 

 When Paul wrote a letter to the 

Christians in Corinth, the Christians in 

Jerusalem were having a difficult time. 

They needed help. But the Corinthian 

believers were too far away to come help 

them. Paul said they could collect money 

and send it to Jerusalem. That would show 

them God‟s love and prove that the 

believers in Corinth cared. 

 Paul had a plan for how the 

Corinthians could give a good amount of 

money. He told them to put aside a little 

money each week: “Give a certain part of 

what you have earned.” If everyone put 

aside a little each week, the money would 

be more than if they gathered it all at one 

time when Paul arrived in Corinth. 
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5 The man who could not walk looked at them. 

He thought he would get something from 

them. 

6 Peter said, “I have no money, but what I 

have I will give you! In the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!” 

7 Peter took the man by the right hand and 

lifted him up. At once his feet and the bones in 

his legs became strong. 

8 He jumped up on his feet and walked. Then 

he went into the house of God with them. He 

gave thanks to God as he walked. 
 

1 Corinthians 16:1-3 

1 I want to tell you what to do about the 

money you are gathering for the Christians. Do 

the same as I told the churches in the country 

of Galatia to do.  

2 On the first day of every week each of you 

should put aside some of your money. Give a 

certain part of what you have earned. Keep it 

there because I do not want money gathered 

when I come.  

3 When I get there, I will give letters to the 

men you want to send. They will take your gift 

to Jerusalem.  
 

James 2:14-17 

14 My Christian brothers, what good does it do 

if you say you have faith but do not do things 

that prove you have faith? Can that kind of 

faith save you from the punishment of sin?  

15 What if a Christian does not have clothes or 

food?  

16 And one of you says to him, “Goodbye, 

keep yourself warm and eat well.” But if you 

do not give him what he needs, how does that 

help him?  

17 A faith that does not do things is a dead 

faith. 

enough to say, “I‟ll pray the Lord will heal 

you.” We must help by getting medicine. 

God desires us to take action. 

 When we were in great need because 

we had sinned and were far from God, He 

sent Jesus to die in our place. Jesus paid a 

great price to save us. Through Jesus, our 

sins are forgiven, and we receive a new 

spiritual life. His sacrifice is more than we 

can understand. Since we have received such 

a great gift from God, we should be willing 

to help others, too. 

____________________ 

Acts 2:43-45 

43 Many powerful works were done by the 

missionaries. Surprise and fear came on them 

all. 

44 All those who put their trust in Christ were 

together and shared what they owned. 

45 As anyone had need, they sold what they 

owned and shared with everyone. 
 

Acts 3:1-8 

1 Peter and John were going to the house of 

God about three o‟clock. It was the time for 

prayer. 

2 Each day a certain man was carried to the 

Beautiful Gate of the house of God. This man 

had never been able to walk. He was there 

begging for money from those who were going 

in. 

3 He asked Peter and John for money when he 

saw them going in. 

4 Peter and John looked at him. Then Peter said, 

“Look at us!” 
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Adult Bible Study in 
Simplified English 

 

 

Witness to the World Lesson 
14 

Bible Text 

Acts 2:47b 

Matthew 28:18-20 

John 20:19-21 

Acts 11:19-26 

 

Background Text  
Acts 2:42-47 

Matthew 28:18-20 

John 20:19-21 

Acts 11:19-26 

 

Memory Verse 

“Jesus came and said 

to them, „All power 

has been given to Me 

in heaven and on 

earth. Go and make 

followers of all the 

nations. Baptize them 

in the name of the 

Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy 

Spirit.‟” 

(Matthew 28:18-19) 

 

Word List 

attracted: to cause 

someone to pay 

attention to something 

or someone 

authority: the right 

and power to 

command 
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 Bill is our friend from China. When we first met him, he 

wasn‟t a Christian. One day, Bill and some friends from our 

church were visiting us. We began to tell Bill how much God 

loves him and how Jesus came so we might have our sins 

forgiven and get a new kind of life. We asked Bill if he wanted 

Jesus to forgive his sins so he could be a follower of Jesus. 

 Bill said he believed Jesus was the Savior of mankind, and 

he wanted Jesus to be his Savior. He prayed and asked Jesus to 

forgive him and to give him new life. At that time, he was born 

again to a new kind of life. A short time later, Bill was baptized 

to witness that he, too, was a follower of Jesus. A year has 

passed, and it is good to watch Bill as he studies the Bible and 

grows strong in his faith and in his love for Jesus. 

 To help someone follow Jesus is a joyful experience. Jesus 

said we are His witnesses. We are to show, by how we live and 

what we say, that we are His followers. God wants everyone to 

follow Him. He can give them an understanding to trust Jesus.  

 In this lesson we will learn how the early church witnessed 

for Jesus. We will learn why we should be witnesses for Jesus 

and how our witnessing makes a difference in the world. 

 

Witnesses Must Truly Love Others (Acts 2:47b) 

 The early Christians in the church were witnesses for 

Jesus. They witnessed by the way they lived. They loved one 

another and shared with those in the church who had needs. The 

non-Christians saw the way they lived and were attracted by it. 



 

The early Christians talked about who Jesus was and what He 

had done. They told others Jesus could save them from their sins. 

 Jesus commanded His followers to be His witnesses (Acts 

1:8). The early Christians were obedient to Jesus‟ command. 

They witnessed, and the Lord added to their group each day as 

people chose to be saved from the punishment of sin. 

 The Lord moves in the minds and hearts of non-Christians 

to cause them to believe in Him. We don‟t save people; Jesus 

does. We are only His witnesses of what we know and have 

experienced. We, like the early believers, should be a strong 

attraction to non-believers so they will want to follow Jesus. 

 

Witnesses Go to the World (John 20:19-21; Matt. 28:18-20) 

 The first time Jesus appeared to His followers was the day 

He was raised from the dead. They were all together with the 

doors locked. They were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Jesus 

appeared in the room and said, “May you have peace; as the 

Father has sent Me, I also am sending you.” Jesus didn‟t want 

them to be afraid, but to trust Him and have peace in their hearts. 

He was sending them as the Father had sent Him. 

 What did Jesus mean when He said He was sending them? 

He was sending the disciples to the world to be His witnesses. 

The Father sent Jesus into a strange and hostile world to tell 

people that God loved them. He sent Jesus to serve and show the 

grace of God to all people. Jesus was sent to give His life for the 

sins of all people. The disciples knew the Father had sent Him in 

this way and for this purpose. Now very soon Jesus would go 

back to His Father, so He was sending His disciples as His 

witnesses to the world. 

grace: God‟s loving 

favor that we do not 

deserve 

hostile: unfriendly, 

angry, mean 

 

Things to  

Think About 

1. What does your 

church do to carry out 

the command of Jesus 

to go to all nations? 

 

2. How comfortable 

do you feel in telling 

someone about the 

Good News of Jesus? 

 

3. Do people in your 

church go on two- or 

three-week mission 

trips? What are their 

feelings about the 

mission experience? 

 

4. How does Jesus‟ 

promise to be with us 

to the end help you 

share your faith with 

others? 
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first disciples to do, He also commands us 

to do. We are to be His witnesses to all 

people, to go to the world as He went. He is 

with us until the very end. Witnessing in 

this way is not a choice, but a command. If 

we love Him, we will obey Him. We teach 

and encourage believers to be a witness for 

Jesus. We desire to share God‟s love and 

the message of salvation to all nations.  

 

Witnesses Welcome All (Acts 11:19-26) 

 For a while, the early church in 

Jerusalem didn‟t remember the command 

of Jesus to go to all nations. They stayed in 

Jerusalem ministering to each other and 

witnessing to Jewish people there. The 

Jewish leaders became unhappy with the 

Christians and began to persecute them. 

Many Christians left Jerusalem and went to 

Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch. They 

preached as they went, but only to Jews.  

 Some men went to Antioch. They 

preached to the Greeks. Many people put 

their trust in the Lord. When the church 

leaders in Jerusalem heard this, they sent 

Barnabas to look into the matter.  

 Barnabas found people other than 

Jews had become believers. He needed help 

to teach these new followers, so he went 

 The disciples all met Jesus at the 

place where He told them to go. This was 

the last time they would see Him on earth. 

He said, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to Me.” He told them 

to go and make followers of all the nations.  

 The word go in the original language 

means “as you go” or “going.” As they 

went on their way each day, they were to 

make disciples, followers of Jesus. This 

was His command. It wasn‟t something 

they could choose to do or not do if they 

loved Jesus and followed Him as Lord. 

 Making disciples of all nations 

became the main task of the church. The 

followers were commanded to baptize the 

new disciples. This would be a sign they 

had died to the old way of life and risen to 

the new life of following Jesus. They were 

commanded to teach the new disciples to 

do all the things Jesus had taught them.  

 Jesus gave them a promise, “I am 

with you always, even to the end of the 

world.” There was no reason for fear. Jesus 

would be with them in every difficulty. He 

would give them strength and help them  

understand how to witness to all people. 

 Everything Jesus commanded the  
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doors locked because they were afraid of the 

Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He 

said, “May you have peace.”  

20 When He had said this, He showed them His 

hands and His side. When the followers saw the 

Lord, they were filled with joy.  

21 Then Jesus said to them again, “May you 

have peace. As the Father has sent Me, I also 

am sending you.” 
 

Acts 11:19-26 

19 Those who went different places because of 

the trouble that started over Stephen had gone 

as far as the cities of Phoenicia and Cyprus and 

Antioch. They had preached the Word, but only 

to the Jews.  

20 Some of the men from Cyprus and Cyrene 

returned to Antioch. They preached the Good 

News of Jesus Christ to the Greek people there.  

21 The Lord gave them power. Many people 

put their trust in the Lord and turned to Him.  

22 The news of this came to the church in 

Jerusalem. They sent Barnabas to Antioch.  

23 When he got there and saw how good God 

had been to them, he was full of joy. He told 

them to be true and faithful to the Lord.  

24 Barnabas was a good man and full of the 

Holy Spirit and faith. And many people became 

followers of the Lord.  

25 From there Barnabas went on to the city of 

Tarsus to look for Saul.  

26 When he found Saul, he brought him back 

with him to Antioch. For a year they taught 

many people in the church. The followers were 

first called Christians in Antioch.  

and found Saul, who became known as Paul. 

Together, they taught the followers about 

faith in Jesus. Later in Acts, the Antioch 

church sent Barnabas and Paul to other 

places to tell the Good News. They carried 

Jesus‟ command to go to all nations.  

 We also are to continue to carry out 

Jesus‟ command to go to all nations. Many 

people in different nations don‟t know the 

love of God or how they can have their sins 

forgiven. We are witnesses for Jesus. We 

must go so others can know Him. It is the 

greatest joy anyone can experience to help 

someone believe in and follow Jesus. 

____________________ 

Acts 2:47b 

47b The Lord added to the group each day those 

who were being saved from the punishment of 

sin. 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 

18 Jesus came and said to them, “All power has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  

19 Go and make followers of all the nations. 

Baptize them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

20 Teach them to do all the things I have told 

you. And I am with you always, even to the end 

of the world.” 
 

John 20:19-21 

19 It was evening of the first day of the week. 

The followers had gathered together with the 
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