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Adult Bible Study in Basic English—Teaching Guide

JESUS IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK
Introduction for Teachers
The purpose of this teaching guide is to provide teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible
lesson while helping participants improve their English language skills. Use of this material is suggested for
International Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at a Basic English level.
The teaching guide begins with listings of the Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory
Verse, all of which provide the premise for the lesson. This information is followed by a teaching plan under
headings of Connect with Life, Guide the Study, and Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson,
Supplemental Teaching Ideas are provided under those same headings. As the teacher, you may pick and
choose from these helps to use along with the student’s Study Guide to fit the lesson to your class members’
abilities and needs.
The Bible text printed in the lesson material is from the NEW LIFE Version of the Bible (NLV), an
inexpensive translation (not a paraphrase) which uses only an 850-word vocabulary. The NLV is available
from Christian Literature International, P. O. Box 777, Canby, Oregon 97013; e-mail christian@canby.com;
telephone (orders only) 1-800-324-9734.
The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a
Christian environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms will usually be expressed using the NLV
terminology, followed by the more common term in parentheses; for example, “proud religious law-keeper
(Pharisee)” or “early preacher (prophet).” The teacher has the option of using the NLV term for new
Christians or beginning students, or the common term where it will be better understood and less
cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has been introduced in the Word List or teaching
procedures, however, the familiar expression may be used to help students add it to their vocabulary.
Prayer is sometimes specifically suggested in the teaching procedures. It should be an integral part of
your lesson plan. Use your own judgment as to where it best fits into the teaching session.
The writers and editors wish you success and give you prayerful support in your teaching of this
Adult Bible Study in Basic English.
Bible Study in Basic English is published by the Baptist General Convention of Texas and
follows the same curriculum plan as the Bible Study for Texas materials, but has no Texas
emphasis. Teachers may wish to purchase Bible Study for Texas lesson comments and
teaching guides ($1.95 each per quarter) as additional resources. These may be ordered
through your church or directly from the Sunday School/Discipleship Division, Baptist
General Convention of Texas, 333 North Washington, Dallas, TX 75246-1798, e-mail
baptistway@bgct.org; FAX 214-828-5187; or toll-free telephone 1-800-355-5285.

About the writer
Julia Wrotenbery has retired from thirty years of teaching English in Texas high schools. She has been a
pastor’s wife and an adult Sunday School teacher in various Texas towns. Since retirement she has worked
with an ESL group in her church, University Baptist Church in Fort Worth, for the last five years.
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Teaching Guide
Unit 1 BEGINNING HIS MINISTRY
Lesson 1 JESUS PROCLAIMS AND LIVES THE GOOD NEWS
voice told Jesus that God was pleased with
Him, His Son.) Notice that your study guide
says that Jesus needed God’s approval, that
it was time for Him to begin His ministry.

Lesson Focus
Jesus combined preaching the Good News and
healing those who were sick.

Focal Text

3. Now ask someone to read Mark l: 12-13. Ask:
What did Jesus do next? (He went to the
desert.) What happened there? (Satan
tempted Him for forty days.) Why was this
necessary? Ask that someone read the last
two paragraphs in this section of the study
guide.

Mark 1:9-15, 29-39

Memory Verse
A voice came from heaven and said, "You are
My much-loved Son. I am very happy with
you." Mark 1:11

4. Mark next tells us that Jesus began to call
followers and to heal people. Ask someone to read
Mark 1:29-31. Say:
Simon (later called Peter) and his brother
Andrew were the first disciples. They lived
somewhere in this area. Jesus went to
Simon’s home. What did He find there?
(Simon’s mother-in-law was very sick.)
What did Jesus do about it? (He healed her.)
What did she do when she was healed? (She
got up and took care of their needs.) Now
ask a student to read aloud the second
paragraph under “The Power of His
Ministry” in the study guide.

Connect with Life
1. Find pictures of baptisms–in lakes and streams,
in baptisteries, and from different periods of
history. Show these and explain what is being
done. Emphasize that baptism is done only after
repentance.

Guide the Study
2. Ask a student to read Mark l: 9-11. Say:
This is the very beginning of Jesus’ threeyear ministry. He was about 30 years old.
Where has He come from? (Nazareth, His
home) Jesus went to the Jordan to be
baptized because John the Baptist was
there.
Say:
In your student study guide you read
about John the Baptist. Can one of you tell
about him? (If there is no response, then
turn to the study guide and ask students to
read paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5.)
Ask:
What happened when Jesus was baptized?
(When He came out of the water, the Holy
Spirit came down to Him like a dove. A

5. Have someone read Mark 1:32-34. Say:
Jesus began to be known as a healer.
People began to bring their sick people to
Him. One kind of illness was demon
possession. Jesus healed them too by casting
out the demons. This is hard for us to
understand today. These problems sound like
some of the mental illnesses we know today.
Why did Jesus not allow the demons to
speak? (They knew who He was–that is, the
Son of God.) Why did Jesus object to this?
(He must have felt it was too early in His
ministry to make that claim generally
known. He knew that would increase the
opposition to His ministry.)
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UNIT 1: BEGINNING HIS MINISTRY

6. Ask someone to read Mark l: 35-39. Ask:
Why do you think Jesus needed to be alone?
(There was much stress involved in hearing
people’s problems and in healing them.
People were always pressed around Him.)
What did Jesus do while He was alone? (He
prayed.)
Say:
Jesus needed to stay in close touch with God,
His Father. That was the source of His
power. Talking to God refreshed Him for
more work. When the disciples found Him,
what did Jesus do? (He went where the
people were and began to tell them about
God and His love.) Jesus went all over the
area of Galilee preaching and healing. He
preached from homes, from open areas, and
in the Jewish synagogues (places of
worship).

Encourage Application
7. Take you group to see a baptism. Later discuss
with the class your own baptism. Ask if any of them
have been baptized and ask them to tell about it.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
8. Use a map to show the area in which the lesson
occurs. Compare a modern map to a biblical map.
Ask anyone who has visited this area to share
opinions of the region. Find pictures of ancient
biblical times and of modern times and compare.
Encourage Application
9. Ask the class to turn to Colossians 2:12. Tell
them that this verse shows why we use baptism as a
symbol of what Christ has done in our lives. “When
you were baptized, you were buried as Christ was
buried. When you were raised up in baptism, you
were raised as Christ was raised. You were raised to
a new life by putting your trust in God. It was God
Who raised Jesus from the dead.” Explain that this
symbolism is why we believe only in believers’
baptism. Only one who knows Jesus personally can
be buried with Him and raised to new life in Him.
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Teaching Guide
Unit 1 BEGINNING HIS MINISTRY
Lesson 2 JESUS FACES CONFLICT
in the roof and let him down in front of
Jesus.) Tell the group that many thin poles
supported the roofs across the ceiling with
tiles on top so that this would not be too
difficult to do nor to repair. Because of the
faith of the sick man and his four friends,
Jesus first tells the man what? (Your sins are
forgiven.) What annoys the religious leaders
about this statement? (They said Jesus was
speaking as if He is God, and only God can
forgive sins.)

Lesson Focus
Although Jesus early on faced opposition from
religious leaders who did not want anything
changed, He was determined to do what God
had sent Him to do.

Focal Text
Mark 2:1-17, 3:1-6

Memory Verse
"I am doing this so that you may know the Son
of Man has power on earth to forgive sins."
Mark 2:10

3. Read Mark 2:8-12. Say:
Jesus knew what they were thinking. He
asked them a question. What is the question?
(Which is easier–to say your sins are
forgiven or to say be cured?) Did the
religious leaders answer Him? (No.) Why do
you think they did not answer? (Whichever
way they answered the question they would
be in difficulties with the crowd.) What did
Jesus do next? (He told them that He would
cure the man to prove that He also had
power to forgive sins.) Remember that the
man was paralyzed (none of his muscles
functioned so that he could move himself).
And he did get up, roll up his bed and walk
out. How did the people react? (The crowd
thanked God for the miracle.)

Connect with Life
1. Our lesson today shows how Jesus began to
deal with those who opposed Him. Ask:
What conflicts do those who follow Christ
find in our modern world? (Answers will
vary, for example: China tries to rigidly
control Christian churches; Iran deprives
women of all their rights; in Malaysia
Christians are attacked and killed.)

Guide the Study
2. Ask a student to read Mark 2:1-7. Say:
Notice that Mark calls Capernaum
“home” for Jesus. Where did Jesus’
family live? (Nazareth) But Jesus seemed
to make Capernaum His headquarters. It
is about 20 miles from Nazareth on the
edge of the Sea of Galilee.
Ask:
How was He received there? (The house
was so crowded that many could not get
inside to hear Him.) Ask a student to tell
what the four men did in verses 3-4. (The
climbed to the roof carrying their sick
friend on a bed. Then they opened a hole

4. By this time Jesus had called four men to be His
followers–Andrew, Simon, James, and John. They
were all fishermen, probably not very well educated.
Now He selected a different type. Ask a student to
read Mark 2:13-14. Ask:
Who did Jesus call next? (Levi, later known
as Matthew) What was his profession? (Tax
collector) He was probably well to do, since
tax collectors could collect more money than
they turned in. The Jews hated them because
they were considered traitors since the taxes
they collected were for the Romans, their
conquerors. How did Levi react to the call?
6
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(Levi got up and followed immediately.)

Lesson 2: Jesus Faces Conflict

Say:
Perhaps you can remember growing up
feeling conflict when your parents’ ideas
of what you should do were different from
yours. Perhaps you can remember conflict
between a brother and sister, each
blaming the other for the quarrel. Most
parents can remember conflict between
sons and daughters–“Mother (or Daddy),
he’s on my side of the car!”
Ask for volunteers to tell of family conflict and
how it was resolved. Then tell the group that this
lesson shows Jesus dealing with serious conflict
and some of the ways He dealt with it

5. Now ask a student to read Mark 2:15-17. Say:
Levi was proud to be a follower of Jesus. He
wanted his friends to know Jesus too. Levi
gave a banquet for his friends and invited
Jesus and His followers.
Ask:
How did the religious law-keepers view this?
(A Jew in good standing would have nothing
to do with tax collectors or others they viewed
as sinners.) When Jesus heard their comments,
He explained that these were the very people
He had come to reach. He knew that the
religious law-keepers believed that they were
right with God and were scornful of others
What did Jesus mean? (Look at the last
paragraph under the heading “Calling Levi” in
the student study guide.)

Encourage Application
9. Discuss the “Things to Think About” at the end
of the lesson in the student study guide.

In verses 18-28 Mark explained in parable form
about how to pray better and how change from their
rigid interpretation needed new light. He taught
about their day of rest and how to observe it.
6. Ask for a volunteer to read Mark 3:1-6. Now ask
for volunteers to read the five paragraphs under the
heading “Making the Man’s Hand Whole” in your
student study guide. Ask:
What did the religious law-keepers do next?
(They began planning how to kill Jesus.
They made their plans with the Herodians
(followers of King Herod, the Roman
governor).

Encourage Application
7. Ask the group:
How do you face conflict and disapproval?
(Answers will vary.) How did Jesus face
these same problems? (With kindness,
courage, firm conviction that He was doing
what God wanted Him to do)

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
8 Ask:
Do you ever have conflict within your
family?
7
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Unit 1 BEGINNING HIS MINISTRY
Lesson 3 JESUS FINDS DIFFERENT RESPONSES
Ask:

Lesson Focus

What was the reaction of the demons? (They
threw themselves as His feet and cried out,
“You are the Son of God.”) Why do you
think He told them to tell no one who He
was? (The time was still not right for this
declaration.)

People responded to Jesus because they were
ready to do God’s will.

Focal Text
Mark 3:7-35

Memory Verse

3. Invite someone to read Mark 3:13-19. Now read
the first paragraph in the study guide under “The
Twelve.” Jesus needed time to teach His followers
(disciples). They withdrew from the people for a
time so that He could teach them. Ask the students
to name the twelve disciples as you write them on
the board or on a large sheet of paper: Simon (now
called Peter), James, John, Andrew, Philip,
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of
Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Canaanite, and
Judas Iscariot. You will notice that all the New
Testament writers identify Judas as the one who
betrayed Jesus, although at the time they did not
suspect him.

“Whoever does what My Father wants is My
brother and My sister and My mother."
Mark 3:35

Connect with Life
1. Ask various students to read to the class the
paragraphs of the introduction in the student study
guide.

Guide the Study

4. Tell the class that verses 20 and 21 show us that
even Jesus’ brothers did not at this time recognize
who He was. Probably Joseph was dead by this
time. They thought Jesus was crazy and was
embarrassing the family. Now read verses 22-30.
Explain:
Jesus was now so popular that the religious
leaders in Jerusalem had come to oppose
Him. They claimed to believe that a Messiah
(Savior) was coming, but they did not want it
to be Jesus. They wanted someone to free
them from Rome and to set Palestine up as
an important nation ruling itself.
Ask someone to read the first three paragraphs in the
student study guide under “The Critics.” Ask:
What did Jesus mean about offending the
Holy Spirit in verse 29? (There are many
interpretations, but the most logical would
seem to be that denying the Holy Spirit kills
our ability to respond to God. Then we

2. Have a student read Mark 3:7-12. Ask:
Where were the people from who were
coming to hear Jesus? (Galilee, Judea,
Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond the Jordan
River, and from the cities of Tyre and
Sidon) Show a map of Palestine in the
time of Christ. Have students find these
areas on it.
Ask:
What seemed to be their primary concern?
(They have heard that Jesus heals.) Why
did Jesus step into the boat? (Because the
people were pushing up so close to Him)
Point out that Jesus was more interested in
the message He was bringing from God.
He did not want to be just a healer. The
people believed that He could heal anyone
even if they only touched Him. Jesus also
cast out demons.
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cannot repent and be right with God.)

Encourage Application
5. Ask the class to work in groups of two or three to
find the ways different kinds of people responded to
Jesus’ message. (Answers will vary: Religious
leaders wanted to kill Him. Some merely wanted to
be healed. His family wanted to lock Him up at
home because He was crazy. The demons
recognized Him and were afraid. The disciples left
everything to follow Him. Some must have believed
He was sent from God.)
Now ask:
What are some of the ways people respond
to Him today? Discuss.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
6. Ask two or three of the members who are
Christians to share how they came to follow Jesus.
Then tell the class:
Today we look at how some of the earliest
people to hear Jesus responded to Him.
Encourage Application
7. Discuss the “Questions” at the end of the student
study guide.
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Teaching Guide
Unit 1 BEGINNING HIS MINISTRY
Lesson 4 JESUS EXPLAINS HIS MINISTRY
were ready to hear and follow Him. The
others would not understand. They were not
yet ready for the full truth.

Lesson Focus
Hearing the Word of God, understanding it, and
nurturing it so that it is productive is what Jesus
wants for everyone.

Focal Text
Mark 4:1-20

Memory Verse
The seed that fell on good ground is like people
who hear the Word and understand it.
Mark 4:20

4. Ask a student to read Mark 4:13-20. The student
study guide gives Jesus’ explanation. Ask someone
to read the portion under “Jesus Explains.”

Encourage Application
5. Discuss question 3 under Things to Think About.
How can we sow the Word of God in the world
today?

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
1. Ask a student to read the introduction in the
student study guide

Guide the Study
2. Have someone read Mark 4:1-9. Point out that
Jesus had to use a boat again because of the
crowd, but this time the people seemed more
interested in what Jesus had to say. This parable
(picture-story) was about things these people
knew first hand–sowing seeds. Ask:
What happened to the first seed? (It fell
beside the road and the birds ate it.) The
second seed? (It fell among rocks,
sprouted, but died from lack of soil.) The
third? (It fell in thorny weeds and was
choked out.) The fourth seed? (It fell on
good ground and produced grain.)
Then Jesus told them to listen and figure out the
meaning.
3. Invite a student to read Mark 4:10-12. Explain:
Jesus used parables because that way He
might be able to reach those Jews who

Connect with Life
6. Ask:
Have any of you ever planted seeds or
tended a garden? Can you tell us what you
need to do to produce the plants you want?
(Answers may include: select an appropriate
place for the type of seed you are planting,
break up the soil, discard any rocks, add
organic matter, plant the seed, cover with the
right amount of earth, water, keep the weeds
out, fertilize, etc.) In today’s lesson Jesus
uses a picture-story or parable about a person
planting seed. He uses this story to teach the
people a different lesson.
Encourage Application
7. Tell this story: A Bible teacher had spent much
time talking with one of her students about Jesus.
She had explained the Good News in every way she
could think of. The young man assured her that he
understood perfectly, but he was not ready to make
a decision. What would you advise her to do next in
her efforts to sow the seed? Have you made a
decision about the seed you received? If you have,
what kind of ground is it growing in–rocks, shallow
soil, thorny bed, or in soil where it can grow and
produce a harvest for God?
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Unit 2 SHOWING HIS POWER
Lesson 5 JESUS DEMONSTRATES HIS POWER
Lesson Focus

Ask:
What was the effect of the storm? (The boat
was filling with water.) Where was Jesus at
this time? (Asleep in the back of the boat)
The disciples were frightened. What did they
do? (They woke Jesus and asked Him if He
didn’t care that they would all be killed.)
What did Jesus do? (He stood and spoke
sternly to the wind and waves.) What effect
did this have? (The wind and waves stopped
immediately.) What did Jesus ask them?
(“Why were you so full of fear? Do you not
have faith?”)

The power Jesus shows in these passages prove
that He has power to help us when we have
problems.

Focal Text
Mark 4:35-41; 5:21-43

Memory Verse
He said to His followers, "Why are you so full
of fear? Do you not have faith?" Mark 4:40
Say:

Remember that the disciples have not been
with Him very long. They have seen some of
His power, but power over wind and wave
was astonishing to them. They are still not
absolutely sure who Jesus is.

Connect with Life
1. Tell the class:
The word “power” has a number of
meanings. It can refer among other things
to unusual ability in some area, control or
rule over others, a source of physical or
mechanical force. Can you give some
examples of power? (Answers will vary.
They may include motors like automobiles
have, tools which run on electricity, kings
and rulers, great artists, etc.) Today we
look at some other kinds of power Jesus
showed His followers. We have already
seen His power over illness.

Guide the Study
2. Say:
The setting was just after Jesus told His
picture-stories (parables) to the crowds.
Jesus needed to move to a new location.
Ask someone to read Mark 4:35-41.
Tell the class: The Sea of Galilee was
subject to sudden and intense storms.
While they were rowing across this large
lake, one of those storms blew up.

3. If some of your students are relatively proficient
in English, ask one of them to prepare ahead of time
to read and summarize for the class Mark 5:1-20.
Explain to the class that they have now crossed the
sea and are on the other side where Jesus has not yet
preached. Notice what Jesus told the man when he
wanted to come with Him: “Go home to your own
people. Tell them what great things the Lord has
done for you. Tell them how He had pity on you.”
Jesus has now set out a missionary to the country of
the Gerasenes. THIS SECTION MAY BE
OMITTED IF YOU DESIRE.
4. Now ask someone to Read Mark 5:21-24. Ask:
Where was Jesus now? (On the other side of
the lake) Jairus came to him with an urgent
request. Who was Jairus? (A leader of the
Jewish place of worship) What did he want
of Jesus? (His daughter was dying. He
wanted Jesus to heal her.) Notice that Jairus
knelt before Jesus to ask for help.
5. Here we have an interruption. Jesus went with
11
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Jairus toward his house, but on the way another
person needed help. Ask someone to read Mark
5:25-29. Ask:
How long had this woman suffered? (12
years) How had she tried to deal with her
problem during this time? (She had seen
many doctors and spent all her money trying
to find a cure.) Did she ask Jesus for help?
(No.) What did she do? (She reached out and
touched the hem of His coat, believing that
this would cure her.) What happened? (She
knew at once that she had been healed.)

Lesson 5: Jesus Demonstrates His Power

many requests for His time and would
cause the religious leaders who already
hated Him to seek His death more
actively. Again, the time was not yet.
Notice that Jesus remembered even to
remind the parents to feed their child. She
must have been hungry if she had been
long ill and perhaps unconscious. Jesus
does not even now neglect what is
necessary to our lives.

Encourage Application
8. Discuss the questions at the end of the student
study guide.

6. Invite one of the students to read Mark 5:30-34.
What was Jesus’ immediate reaction? (He
knew someone had looked for healing from
Him. He asked who it was.) Were the
disciples aware of what had been
happening? (No. They were surprised that
He asked since people were all around Him.)
What did the woman do? (She was
frightened, but she knelt before Jesus and
explained.) What did Jesus tell the woman?
(“It is your faith which has healed you. Go in
peace and be free from sickness.”)

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
9. Ask someone to read aloud the introduction to
the student study guide. Share experiences of
difficult times and losses. Tell the class:
Jesus can help you when you face these
difficulties. Sometimes He still performs
miracles. Sometimes He does not, but
always He is there in power and is willing
and able to help you through all sorrows.
He gives strength and encouragement to
us for the facing of whatever life offers us.

7. Ask someone to read Mark 5:35-43. Say:
People from Jairus’ home met the group.
What was their message? (Your daughter is
dead. Don’t bother the Teacher anymore.)
What did Jesus tell Jairus? (“Do not be
afraid, just believe.”) Apparently Jairus was
willing to trust Jesus because he allowed
Him to enter the house. Whom did Jesus take
with Him? (Peter, James, and John) What did
Jesus say to the mourners? (“Why is there so
much noise and crying? The girl is not dead.
She is sleeping.”) How did the mourners
react? (They laughed at Him.) What did
Jesus do next? (He sent them away and went
in to the girl along with her parents and the
three disciples.) Now what did Jesus do? (He
took her by the hand and said, “Little girl, I
say to you, get up.”) Notice that her reaction
was immediate. She got up and walked. Then
Jesus again cautioned the people in the room
not to tell anyone. He did not explain why,
but possibly the news that He could
overcome even death would bring Him too

Encourage Application
10. The scriptures we studied today show that
Jesus has power over nature, illness, and death.
His compassion led Him to use this power for the
good of others. Does Jesus still have power
today? Encourage the class to discuss the ways in
which this power shows. If Jesus has such power,
why do we have terrible storms and floods? Why
do people become ill and die? (Jesus does have
the power to overcome all these things. He has
chosen to let people try to resolve these problems
with His help. We have scientists and engineers
who can help us tame nature. We have doctors
and hospitals that can help our physical ills. We
have churches and leaders that can strengthen us
spiritually. Jesus sees faith as the most important
quality that people can have. He wants to help us
through our difficulties. He loves us and suffers
with us, but with His help we must solve our
problems with reliance on and faith in Him.) .
12
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Unit 2 SHOWING HIS POWER
Lesson 6 JESUS SHOWS COMPASSION FOR PEOPLE
Lesson Focus
Jesus shows compassion for people who have
all kinds of troubles.

Focal Text
Mark 6:1-52

Memory Verse
...He said, “Take hope. It is I, do not be afraid.”
Mark 6:50

Connect with Life
1. Tell the class:
The word “compassion” comes from two
Latin words that mean suffering together.
It has the idea of sympathy and pity. It
shows itself in the desire to help those who
need help. Can you give examples of
compassion? (If no one begins, be ready
to tell of examples. The day’s newspaper
will generally have several examples if
you wish to use these.) Our scriptures for
today show us the compassion of Jesus.

Guide the Study
2. Divide the class into groups. Assign each group
a portion of the larger Bible lesson to read and
report on: Mark 6:1-6; Mark 6:7-13; Mark 6:1420; Mark 6:21-29. Here are some questions to ask
after each report:
Mark 6:1-6
Where was Jesus’ hometown? (Nazareth)
Where did He go on the Sabbath, the day
of rest)? (To the synagogue, the Jewish
house of worship) What did His neighbors
say about Him? (Since we have known

Him from a child, He can’t be all that
important. Where did He get all this
knowledge?) Why could Jesus do no
powerful works there? (The people had no
faith.)
Mark 6:7-13
How did Jesus send the disciples out? (Two
by two) What were they to take? (A walking
stick) What were they not to take? (Food,
money, a second coat) What are they to do?
(When they entered a house in town, they
were to stay there until they were ready to
leave the town.) How were they to act if
people rejected their message? (Leave and
shake the dust off their feet.) What did the
disciples preach? (That men should be sorry
for their sins and turn from them. They also
cast out demons and healed people.)
Mark 6:14-20
What are some of the ways people identified
who Jesus was? (They looked at his works
and heard him speak for God.) What did
King Herod think? (He was John the Baptist,
raised from the dead.) Why did Herod send
John to prison? (Herod had married his
sister-in-law. John told him he had done
wrong. This angered Herod’s wife
Herodias.)
Mark 6:21-29
Why had Herod so far protected John? (He
knew John was a man right with God.)
Herodias found a way to have John killed.
How did she do it? (She had her daughter
Salome dance for a party Herod gave. The
drunken men liked the dance. Herod
promised her anything she wanted as a
reward. Her mother told her to ask for the
head of John the Baptist on a plate.)
3. Ask one of the students to read Mark 6:30-34.
Ask:
When the disciples returned, how were they
received? (Mobs of people met them. They
13

Teaching Guide

Unit 2 SHOWING HIS POWER

had little time to tell Jesus what had been
done on their trip. They did not even have
time to eat.) What did Jesus have them do?
(They went by boat to a desert.) What
happened when they arrived? (People had
figured out where they were going and
rushed to get there first.) How did Jesus
react? (He felt compassion (loving-pity) for
them. He began to teach them.)

Lesson 6: Jesus Shows Compassion For People

them that He was not a ghost and not to be
afraid. This new evidence of Jesus’
authority surprised them. What does verse
52 say about their surprise? (They had not
learned what they should have learned
from the loaves because their hearts were
hard.)

Encourage Application
6. Ask someone to read aloud the introduction in
the student study guide. Now ask the class to look
at the questions at the end of the lesson. Discuss
questions one and two.

4. Next have someone read Mark 6:35-44. These
verses tell of a new kind of miracle. Jesus knew the
people were hungry because it was getting late. Ask:
What did He tell the disciples to do? (Give
them something to eat.) They thought He
meant for them to go into the towns about
and buy enough food for everyone. What did
He ask them? (How many loaves of bread do
you have here?) What did they reply? (Five
loaves and two fish) This may have been a
lunch for one person; the loaves were more
like our rolls in size. The fish were small
dried fish. What did Jesus have the disciples
do next? (They had the people sit down in
groups of fifty or one hundred.) What did
Jesus do next? (Jesus prayed, looking to
heaven and giving thanks. Then he broke the
loaves and had the disciples give them to the
people. He did the same with the fish.)
Everyone had enough. How much was left?
(The disciples picked up twelve baskets of
bread and fish.) How many were fed? (About
5,000 men, not counting women and
children)

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
7. Ask the class if they know what a miracle is?
Discuss some of the times they hear this word
used in a casual way. Now ask someone to read a
definition from a dictionary. Most dictionaries
would say that a miracle seems to contradict the
laws of science; therefore, it can be attributed to
some supernatural cause or act of God. Talk about
the nature of the miracles of Jesus that they know
of. Tell the class: Today we shall study some new
miracles that again show Jesus’ compassion for
people.
Encourage Application
8. Discuss what it would mean to have a sheep
without a shepherd. Sheep are not intelligent
animals. The shepherd is necessary to protect
them from wild animals, to find water and
suitable food for them, and to keep them from
eating poisonous plants or overeating so much
that they kill themselves. A shepherd also helps to
heal their injuries and keeps them from wandering
off and getting lost. Discuss how Jesus is the
shepherd to those who follow Him. Possible ideas
may include being guided through prayer to avoid
dangerous situations, relying of God for healing
and comfort, association with other Christians to
help them from straying from what Jesus taught
us.

5. Ask a member of the class to read Mark 6:45-52.
Say:
Jesus was tired and needed time to rest and
pray. What did He do? (He sent the people
away and told His disciples to go back
across the lake to Bethsaida where they were
staying.) The disciples ran into difficulties
with strong winds blowing against them.
About 3:00 a.m. Jesus came to them, walking
on the water. What did the disciples think?
(They thought they were seeing a spirit or
ghost and were very frightened.) Jesus told
14
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Lesson 7: Jesus Broadens His Ministry

Lesson Focus
Traditions which keep people from God’s
salvation through Jesus Christ are not those of
which God approves.

Focal Text
Mark 7:1-8; 14-30

Memory Verse
“You are putting away the Word of God to
keep your own teaching. You are doing many
other things like this.” Mark 7:13

Connect with Life
1. Ask the class:
Can you think of any traditions from the
last one hundred years which we no
longer observe because they no longer
apply?
(In this country there were traditions that children
should be seen and not heard. They were not
expected to discuss things with adults. Women
were not allowed to vote until after the first
quarter of the twentieth century. The argument
was that they would naturally think as their
husbands did so that it was not necessary for them
to vote. At one time men and boys were expected
to stand whenever a woman entered the room.
This is seldom done now.) Ask:
What about in the country you have come
from?
We also have had laws which had to be changed
because they were no longer appropriate. At one
time men could be fined for spitting on the
sidewalk. Today we see in our Bible passages
how some of the religious leaders of Jesus’ day
made foolish rules that actually kept people from
doing God’s

Guide the Study
2. Ask a student to read Mark 7:1-4.
What did the proud religious law-keepers
object to? (The disciples had eaten without
washing their hands.)
Tell the class:
It is important to remember that it was the
ritual itself which was important, not having
clean or dirty hands. They did not wash
hands with soap as we do today. Instead,
someone poured a bit of water over their
forearms and let it run down and drip off the
fingers. This was not a matter of health.
When verse 3 refers to the “teaching of their
early fathers,” they refer not to the
scriptures which the Jews held sacred, but to
the thousands of rules added over the
centuries by various rabbis.
Now ask someone to read the section in the
student study guide entitled “Clean and Unclean.”
3. Have a student read Mark 7:5-8. Ask:
What did Jesus reply to the religious lawkeepers? (Verse 6: “Isaiah told about you
who pretend to be someone you are not.
Isaiah wrote, ‘These people honor Me with
their lips, but their hearts are far from Me. .’
They teach what men say must be done.”)
Why did Jesus quote Isaiah? (He knew they
refused to believe His authority, but they
claimed to believe Isaiah.)
Read verse 8 again: “You put away the Laws of God
and obey the laws made by men.” Traditions and
rules can lead us away from God if we are not
careful to stay close within His will.
4. Invite a student to read Mark 7:9-13. Here Jesus
showed how man distorts God’s teaching. In the
most sacred of their laws, the Ten Commandments
which Moses brought down the mountain from God
to the people, they are told to honor or respect their
15
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father and their mother. The penalty for cursing the
parents was to be death. The law-keepers had
changed that law so that a man could avoid even
helping his aged parents by claiming that he had
given that money to God. Reread verse 13: “You are
putting away the Word of God to keep you own
teaching. You are doing many other things like
this.” The religious leaders resented what Jesus had
said and worked very hard to find a way to do Him
harm.

Lesson 7: Jesus Broadens His Ministry

Jews. It was God’s plan that the believing
Jews would then spread the Good News.
The woman had an answer for Jesus.
What did she say? (“Even the dogs eat the
pieces that fall from the children’s table.”)
Jesus was impressed with her faith. What
did He tell her? (“Because of what you
have said, go your way. The demon is
gone out of your daughter.” Mark 7:29)

Encourage Application

5. In verses 14-16 Jesus told another parable. Ask a
student to read these verses. What Jesus told the
people here was very strange to them. They had
many laws about what they could eat or drink. He
seemed to expect them to pay attention, but they did
not understand.

8. Read the section on hypocrisy in the student
study guide. Can you give examples of hypocrites
that you know about? Discuss these. If no one
volunteers, be prepared to give examples. Jesus
called the religious leaders of His time hypocrites.
What examples can you think of? (Refer back to
Mark 7:9-13, if necessary.) We want to be true
followers of God, not hypocrites.

6. Ask a student to read verses 17-23. Even the
disciples had trouble understanding, so Jesus
explained. Ask:
What does verse 19 tell us? (No food is
religiously unclean.) What is it that makes a
man sinful? (Sin begins in the heart and
shows itself in evil words and deeds.) What
kinds of sin does Jesus mention? (Sex sins of
both married and unmarried, killing,
stealing, wanting something which belongs
to another, doing wrong, lying, having a
mind that is always looking for sin, speaking
against God, thinking you are better than you
are, doing foolish things)
Jesus emphasized again that it is not doing or not
doing certain rituals which makes a man right with
God. It is a matter of the heart being right with God.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
9. Show a segment of the video “Fiddler on the
Roof’ where Tevye is upset about his children not
keeping traditions. Ask the students to speak of
traditions from their home countries which their
grandparents may have taken very seriously but
which seem pointless to them. Discuss how some
traditions are important to keep and others need to
be discarded. Then tell the class that today’s Bible
text shows some people to whom tradition had
become more important than the original
instruction from God.
Encourage Application
10. Ask a student to read aloud the section called
“The Barrier of Prejudice.” Give examples of how
race or social status may make another group
prejudiced about a person. Discuss how we can
overcome these problems. How can we live with
the attitude Jesus had toward others?

7. Have someone read Mark 7:24-30. Tell the class:
Jesus left the area around the Sea of Galilee
and went over to the coast to Tyre and
Sidon. H wanted a quiet time, but even here
the people had heard about Him. One of
these events is described. Why was this one
different? (All the others healings seem to
have been Jews. This woman was not a Jew
and was from another country.) What was
her problem? (Her daughter had a demon.)
Jesus explained that He was come first to the
16
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Lesson 8: JESUS CALLS FOR PERSONAL DECISION

Lesson Focus
Jesus calls every follower to make a personal
decision to serve Him as Savior.

Focal Text
Mark 8:11-38

Memory Verse
Jesus called the people and His followers to
Him. He said to them, “If anyone wants to be
My follower, he must give up himself and his
own desires. He must take up his cross and follow Me.” Mark 8:34

Connect with Life
1. Ask students to read the story in the
introduction about Rindo Nong. Tell the students
that this is the kind of personal decision which
Jesus expects of His followers.

Guide the Study
2. Have someone read Mark 8:11-13. Ask:
What was Jesus asked to do? (Give them a
special sign from heaven.) What did the
religious leaders wish to do? (Trap Jesus.)
Jesus refused to do as they asked. Why do
you think He refused? (He knew it would
do no good. He knew they merely wished
to trap Him so that they could discredit
Him with the people.) Then what did Jesus
do? (He and His disciples got in their boat
and went back across the lake.)
3. Invite a student to read Mark 8: 14-21. Say:
On the way back across the lake Jesus’
disciples again had trouble understanding
Him. When He mentioned yeast, what did
the disciples think He meant? (He was
reminding them that they had forgotten to

bring bread to eat.) What possible meaning
do you see here? Begin with thinking what
yeast is and what it does. Yeast is a fungus.
It is used to make bread rise. It mixes with
flour and other ingredients and changes
those ingredients. In itself it is not an evil,
but it is often used as a symbol of evil in the
scriptures because it can bring about such
great change in what it comes in contact
with. The Jewish people used unleavened
bread (something like a hard saltless
cracker) in their religious celebrations
because when they fled Egypt they were told
not to stop to bake bread for the journey but
to take with them a bit of dough which could
be used to start a new loaf. Today we call
this kind which is started with a lump of
leavened dough sourdough bread. Jesus was
telling them to avoid the influence of the
religious leaders because they might
contaminate them and change their views.
Jesus was troubled because they could not seem to
understand the truth of what He was trying to share
with them. He reminded them of the feeding of the
5,000.
How many baskets were left of the five
loaves? (12)
He reminded them of the feeding of the 4,000 a bit
later.
How many baskets were left from the seven
loaves? (7)
4. Ask a student to read Mark 8:22-26: Ask:
What town were they in? (Bethsaida) Show it
on a map of Palestine. Who was brought to
Jesus for healing? (A blind man) How did
Jesus go about this healing? (Jesus led him
by the hand out of the town. He rubbed spit
(saliva) on his eyelids.) When Jesus asked
him if he could see, what did he reply? (He
saw men who looked like trees walking.)
This time Jesus merely put His hands on the
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man’s eyes. What did the man see this time?
(He saw everything clearly.) What were
Jesus’ instructions to him? (Go home and do
not tell anyone what has happened. Do not
enter the town.) What reason could Jesus
have had for these words? (Probably it was
still too soon. If word of this were to get
around, the religious leaders would try even
harder to stop Him.)

Lesson 8: Jesus Calls For Personal Decision

from the follower. There will be
hardships, sorrows, and burdens as we
follow Jesus. We do not get to choose
these, but we must be willing to keep
following no matter what comes.) When
Jesus said that anyone who wants to keep
his life safe will lose it, He is indicating
that His followers must voluntarily
submerge themselves in Him and let His
will become theirs. Only this strong a faith
and dedication will be enough.

5. Ask someone to read Mark 8:27-30. Apparently
Jesus and His disciples were walking in the area of
Caesarea Philippi. While they walked, Jesus asked
them questions. This was the accepted way for a
teacher to instruct his followers. Ask:
What was the first question? (Who do people
say that I am?) What was their answer?
(John the Baptist, Elijah, one of the early
preachers) What was the second question?
(Who do you say that I am? ) Peter
answered the question. What did he say?
(You are the Christ.) What instructions does
Jesus give with “strong words”? (Tell no
one who I am.)

Encourage Application
8. Discuss the questions at the end of the student
study guide. Try to get everyone to participate.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
9. Do you know anyone who is a good example of
making a personal decision for Christ and taking
up his cross to follow Him? (Try to encourage
several to participate.)
Encourage Application
10. The April 30, 2001 issue of U.S. News and
World Report has an article on China’s Christian
Underground. Read the article and summarize it
for the class or take excerpts from it for various
students to read to the class. Do these people
show strong personal decision for Christ?
Discuss.

6. Have someone read Mark 8:3 1-33. Say:
When He was sure that they knew He was
the Christ, He began to try to explain what
must happen. Not only would He suffer many
things and the leaders have nothing to do
with Him, but what would they eventually
do? (They would kill Him.) What would
happen next? (Three days later He would be
raised by God from the dead.) When Peter
tried to persuade Him not to let this happen
He spoke very sharply with Peter. What did
He say? (“Get behind me, Satan! Your
thoughts are not thoughts from God but from
men.”)
7. Ask a student to read Mark 8:34-3 8. Ask:
What is required of a follower of Jesus? (He
must give up his own desires. He must take
up his cross. He must follow me.) What do
you think Jesus meant that the follower must
take up his cross? (Answers may vary.
Explain that serving Christ exacts a price
18

Teaching Guide
UNIT 3: SUFFERING FOR US
Lesson 9 JESUS TEACHES ABOUT SERVICE
to teach them a lesson. Who will be the
greatest? (The one who best serves. See the
memory verse.) In verse 39 Jesus illustrated
what He meant. What did He do here? (He
took a small child in His arms and told them
that whoever received a child in His name
received Him.)

Lesson Focus
For the Christian greatness is measured in how
well he serves the Lord and his fellow man.

Focal Text
Mark 9:30-37, 10:35-45

Memory Verse

Say:
Jesus was trying to emphasize that the
service they must show was to the lowly, the
helpless, and needy. It was not just to the
great who could repay a kindness. In verse
37 Jesus emphasized that He and the Father
were One: “Whoever will receive Me,
receives not Me, but Him Who sent Me.”

“For the Son of Man did not come to be cared
for. He came to care for others. He came to
give His life so that many could be bought by
His blood and be made free from sin.”
Mark 10:45

Connect with Life
1. Ask someone to read the introduction from the
student study guide. Ask:
Can you think of another person whom
you know or have heard about that shows
this kind of greatness?

Guide the Study
2. Jesus needed time to instruct His followers. He
walked with His disciples in the country of
Galilee, avoiding the towns. Ask a student to read
Mark 9:30-32.
Ask: What was Jesus trying to teach His
disciples in these verses? (That He must
die and be resurrected.) Notice that this is
not the first time Jesus had tried to teach
this. Do they understand this time? (No.)
3. Now ask someone to read Mark 9:33-3 7. Ask:
Where was the group in this passage?
(Capernaum, in a home) What did Jesus
ask them? (What were they arguing
about?) They did not answer, but Jesus
knew what they had been saying. Each
wanted to be the greatest. Jesus used this

4. Ask a student to read Mark 10:35-40. Notice that
the disciples had not yet learned the nature of true
greatness. (See Mark 9:33-37.) Ask:
What did James and John want? (To sit on
either side of Jesus when He reigns on His
throne) Jesus then questioned them about
their ability to undergo the same suffering
which He would endure. They felt they can
do this. Jesus agreed, but what did He say
about the honor they were seeking? (“To sit
on My right side or on My left side is not for
Me to give.”) Who will occupy these places
of honor? (“Those for whom it is made
ready”) According to the teachings of Jesus,
what kind of person will be honored? (The
one who has cared for others.)
5. Have a student read Mark 10:41-45. Ask:
How did the other disciples react to the
question of James and John? (They were
angry with them.) Jesus tried to use this
opportunity to teach them about how
different Christians must be from the rest of
the world. How do leaders over the nations
act? (They show and use their power over
people.) How must Jesus’ followers act?
19
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(They must serve others.) Read verse 45.
What did Jesus see as His real function?
(Not to be cared for, but to care for others; to
use His life to ransom others through His
own blood)

Encourage Application
6. Discuss the questions at the end of the student
study guide. Close with a prayer that all of us might
care more for others and less for ourselves.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
7. Tell the class: The April 12, 2000 issue of the
Fort Worth Star Telegram carried an article on Tillie
Burgin who is the director of a program called
Mission Arlington. The mission is under the
sponsorship of the First Baptist Church. Tillie
Burgin is an example of a truly great person. She is
humble, dedicated, caring. She labors long hours
every day of the year to help people with food,
clothing, transportation, counseling, medical aid,
Bible study, worship, and financial assistance. She
is the kind of person Jesus describes in our scripture
today.
Encourage Application
8. Do you know anyone like Polly or Tillie who
show the characteristics which Jesus said are the
marks of true greatness? They must be humble,
concerned for others more than for themselves, be
ready to serve in whatever way people need. (If no
one volunteers, be ready with an example of
someone you know who is a truly great person.
Make sure each student explains why he thinks this
person is great.)
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Lesson 10 JESUS SHOWS HIS AUTHORITY
Jesus to ride on. Others cut palm branches
and lined the road. The people were crying
out “Greatest One” about Jesus.)

Lesson Focus
Jesus clearly shows that He is God’s Son and
that He has the same authority as God the
Father.

Focal Text
Mark 11 to 12:12

Memory Verse
Jesus said to them, “Have faith in God.”
Mark 11:22

4. Select a student to read Mark 11:11-14.
When Jesus got to Jerusalem, what did He
do first? (He went to the house of God
[Temple]. He looked around.) Where did
they go for the night? (To Bethany) The next
morning they were coming back to
Jerusalem from Bethany (It was only a few
miles away.) What did Jesus do on the way?
(He found a fig tree with no fruit and told it
never to bear fruit again for anyone.)

2. Locate Bethphage and Bethany on the map of
Palestine. Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem.
Ask a student to read Mark 11:1-3.
What were the two disciples instructed to
do for Jesus? (Jesus told them to go into
the town, find a colt of a donkey which
had never been ridden. It would be tied
and waiting for them.) What were they to
say if anyone questioned them? (“The
Lord needs it. He will send it back again
soon.”)

5. Ask a student to read Mark 11:15-19.
In Jerusalem Jesus again went to the Temple.
He began to force out the people who were
buying and selling in the house of God. What
did He do? (He turned over the tables of the
money changers and the seats of those who
sold doves. He would not let anyone carry a
pot or pan through the Temple.) Why did
Jesus feel so strongly about this? (These
people were treating God’s house as a
business place. Jesus accused them of being
dishonest [robbers].) What should the
Temple have been? (A “house of prayer for
all the nations.”) The people were surprised
and wondered about Him. What did the
religions leaders of the Jews do? (They tried
to find a way to put Him to death.) Why did
they not do it? (They were afraid of the
people.)

3. Next have a student read Mark 11:4-10.
What did the men find? (Just what Jesus
told them.) When the disciples brought it
to Jesus they put their coats over it as a
pad to ride on. Jesus sat on the donkey.
What reaction to Jesus did the crowds
show? (Some laid their coats down for

6. After spending the night again in Bethany, Jesus
and His followers again started to Jerusalem.
Choose a student to read Mark 11:20-26.
What did they discover at the fig tree? (It has
dried up from the roots.) What did Jesus try
to teach the disciples from the fig tree? (If
they have faith, they can do marvelous

Connect with Life
1. Ask a student to read the introduction from the
student study guide. In our lesson today Jesus
takes charge and shows His authority.

Guide the Study
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things.) What should be their attitude when
they pray? (They must forgive those they
had something against.) What would happen
if they didn’t? (God would not forgive their
sins.)

Lesson 10: Jesus Shows His Authority

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
10. Ask the class to name some people who seem
to show authority. (Answers may include the
President, John Ashcroft, Cohn Powell, Donald
Rumsfeld, Supreme Court judges, legislators,
governors, or in other lands kings, princes, sheiks,
prime ministers, etc.) On what is their authority
based? Can people lose authority? How? Today
we look at Jesus who is showing His authority.
He claims to have authority from God, whose Son
He is.

7. Ask a student to read Mark 11:27-33. The
religious leaders confronted Jesus when He arrived
at the Temple. They questioned His source of
power. They were merely trying to find a way to
discredit Him.
What did Jesus answer? (I’ll answer your
question if you will answer mine.) What did
Jesus ask them? (Was John’s baptism from
heaven or from men?) Why would they not
answer the question? (They were afraid of
the people.)

Encourage Application
11. Ask someone to read the last three paragraphs
in the student study guide under the heading
“Jesus Defends His Claims.”
Ask:
In what way is Jesus’ power superior to
that of people in authority today in
various countries? (Jesus’ authority rests
on His being the Son of God. There is no
higher authority.)
Close with prayer that all in the group may bow to
the authority of Jesus in all that they do.

8. Select a student to read Mark 12: 1-12. (You may
prefer to have several read these verses as it is a
rather long passage.) Jesus used a parable again
here: A man planted a vineyard and placed a fence
around it. Then he built a lookout tower. After that
he rented it to some farmers and went into another
country. At harvest time he sent a servant to collect
a part of the harvest as rent. The farmers beat him
and refused to pay the rent. Next the owner sent
another servant. The farmers treated him even more
roughly. A third time a servant was sent. That one
was killed. Others were sent and received either a
beating or were killed. Then the owner sent his son
believing that he would be treated with respect. The
farmers killed him also. Jesus asked what the owner
would do next. He answered that the owner would
kill all the farmers and rent the field to someone
who would be better tenants. The religious leaders
recognized themselves and were afraid to act. In the
verse 10, what did Jesus compare Himself to? (A
rejected stone which was eventually made the most
important stone in the corner of the building)

Encourage Application
9. Discuss the questions at the end of the student
study guide.
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Lesson 11 JESUS GIVES HIS LIFE
God instructed them to eat the day that He
took them out of their bondage in Egypt. It
also used an animal sacrifice because they
had to kill an animal and mark their doors
with blood when the Death Angel visited the
Egyptians. (You may want to refer the
students to the description of the Passover
Meal in the student study guide.) The
disciples asked Jesus where they should
prepare this celebration. What were Jesus’
instructions? (He sent two of them to
Jerusalem to a certain house where they were
to ask for the room, which Jesus must have
already arranged for.) What would the man
do? (He was to show them a second floor
room that they could use. They were told to
get everything ready.)

Lesson Focus
Because Jesus was faithful to His God-given
mission and sacrificed His own life for us, we
need to find ways of expressing our gratitude to
Him.

Focal Text
Mark 14:12-26, 32-42

Memory Verse
“In the evening He came with the twelve followers. They sat at the table and ate. Jesus said,
"For sure, I tell you, one of you will hand Me
over to be killed. He is eating with me.”
Mark 14:17-18

Connect with Life
1. Ask students to read the introductory remarks
in the student study guide.

Guide the Study
2. Summarize the first 11 verses of Mark 14 as
background for the class: The story began two
days before the religious feast the Jews still call
the Feast of the Passover. It was to help them
remember how God had saved them in Egypt. The
Jews wanted to arrest Jesus and put Him to death,
but they did not want to do it on the actual day of
the Passover. Jesus and His disciples were in
Bethany, eating with Simon, whom Jesus had
cured. A woman came in and broke a jar of
expensive perfume over Jesus’ head. People
thought it wasteful, but Jesus said she was
anointing Him for burial. Judas Iscariot, one of
the Twelve, offered to betray Jesus to the
religious leaders for money.
3. Now ask one of the students to read Mark
14:12-16. Tell the class:
The Passover was celebrated with
unleavened bread because that was what

4. Have someone read Mark 14:17-21. Say:
While they were eating, Jesus shocked them.
What did He say? (One of you will betray
me to be killed.) What did they ask Him?
(“Is it I?”) At this time no one but Judas
understood. Jesus gave a warning to Judas.
What did He say? (It was necessary for Him
to die, but it would be better for the man who
betrayed Him never to have been born.)
You may want to refer the students back to the
section in the student study guide entitles “Eating
the Passover Meal” for further details.
5. Choose a student to read Mark 14:22-26. Say:
These events must have happened at the end
of the feast, perhaps after Judas had left to
make his betrayal. What did Jesus do? (He
took a loaf of bread, broke off pieces of it
and gave them to His disciples.) What did He
say about the bread? (This is My body; take
it and eat it.) What did He do next? (He gave
thanks over the goblet or bowl of wine and
told them to drink from it because it was His
blood which was to be shed for many.)
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Tell the group:
We believe that these words are symbolic,
not to be taken literally. In our churches we
celebrate from time to time what we call The
Lord’s Supper. We do it in reverent memory
of what Christ has done for us. What
happened next? (They sang a hymn and went
out to the Mount of Olives on the outskirts of
Jerusalem.)

Lesson 11: Jesus Gives His Life

Encourage Application
8. Discuss the questions at the end of the student
study guide.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
9. Ask:
Have you ever promised to pray for
someone who is ill or dying or in trouble?
Suppose you agreed to do so with the best
of intentions, but you kept falling to sleep
before you could really get started. How
do you think you would feel if you
discovered that while you were sleeping
the person died or some terrible trouble
befell him? Would you feel guilty? That is
the kind of feeling Peter, James, and John
must have had when Jesus asked them to
watch with Him in the garden. They failed
Jesus when He needed them.

6. Ask someone to read Mark 14:32-36. Tell the
students:
The Garden of Gethsemane was on the side
of the Mount of Olives. It was here that Jesus
stopped to pray about what was to come.
Jesus left all the disciples except Peter,
James, and John and went farther into the
garden. Jesus told them how He felt sad and
so sorrowful He felt like dying. What does
He ask these three to do? (Watch and pray)
Jesus went even farther. He prayed stretched
out with His face to the ground. What did He
earnestly pray for? (If it were possible, that
God would let this time of suffering pass, but
He ended by saying, “Not what I want, but
what You want.”)

Encourage Application
10. Say:
Suppose when Jesus sacrificed His life He
expected reward and glory as the various
suicide bombers do who sacrifice their
lives for their cause. Would we feel
differently about Jesus then? What
differences do you see in the reasons for
these two kinds of death? (Jesus died that
others might have eternal life. His death
did not cause the death of others. The
suicide bomber killed others to try to help
his friends have what they want. They did
it for personal gain a life in paradise.) How
are the results different? (Jesus achieved
eternal life for His followers. The suicide
bomber received praise from his friends
but not much for the cause except hatred
and retaliation.)

7. Select a student to read Mark 14:37-42. Ask:
When Jesus had prayed a while and returned
to the three disciples, what did He find?
(They had gone to sleep.) Jesus rebuked
them for not being able to pray even for one
hour. He felt the nearness of His death. The
disciples did not understand. He urged them
again to watch and pray. What did He tell
them? (Watch and pray so that you will not
be tempted.) Jesus knows what is ahead for
all of them. What did He tell them about His
own feelings? (His spirit was ready, but the
body was weak.) A third time Jesus went
away to pray. He prayed the same prayer.
Again the disciples slept. Finally Jesus was
ready. What did He tell them? (It is time that
He be handed over to sinners. He either
senses or sees in the distance Judas coming
with the soldiers for His betrayal.)
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Lesson 12 JESUS IS CONDEMNED
was held in the dark of the night. While this
was happening, what did Peter do? (He
followed a long way off and sat out in the
courtyard with the servants by the fire.)

Lesson Focus
Jesus accepted that He must die and undertook
that role with calmness and dignity.

Focal Text
Mark 14:53-15:20

Memory Verse
“Are You the Christ, the Son of the Holy one?"
Jesus said, "I am! And you will see the Son of
Man seated on the right side of the Allpowerful God. You will see Him coming again
in the clouds of the sky.” Mark 14:61-62

Connect with Life
1. Say to the class:
Imagine that you have an important
mission to accomplish. The welfare of
many people rests on what you do. It looks
as if the completion of your mission will
require that you sacrifice your life. You
have accepted that. Now you must face
those who would kill you. How would you
react? How would you feel? Today we
watch how Jesus responds in this kind of
situation.

Guide the Study

2. To summarize verses 43-52, ask a student to
read the information from the student study guide
on “Judas Iscariot.”
3. Ask someone to read Mark l4: 53-54. Tell the
class:
Jesus went before the Jewish religious
council, called the Sanhedrin. There were
other leaders there as well. This was
contrary to their own rules since it was at
the home of the head religious leader and

4. Select a student to read Mark 14:55-59. Ask:
What did the religious leaders want? (To
find something against Jesus so they could
kill Him.) What did they find? (They could
find nothing against Him.) What did they try
next? (People told lies about what Jesus said
and did.)
It seems to have been poorly organized because they
contradicted each other and could not agree as we
find in verse 59.
5. Choose someone to read Mark 14:60-65. At this
point the leader asked Jesus why He did not reply to
the charges. Jesus did not answer. Ask:
What do they try next? (The high priest,
Caiaphas, asked Jesus if He claimed to be
the Christ, the Son of God.)
Verse 62 is His reply: “Jesus said, ‘I am! And you
will see the Son of Man seated on the right side of
the All-powerful God. You will see Him coming
again in the clouds of the sky.”
How did Caiaphas react? (He tore his
clothes as an act of disgust at Jesus’ daring
to claim to be the Son of God. This was a
common reaction to show this kind of
emotion.)
This was what Caiaphas needed. Jesus had claimed
equality with God. That was blasphemy.
When Caiaphas asked the others what they
thought, what was their reply? (Jesus was
guilty of death.) How did they treat Jesus?
(They spit on Him. They covered His face
and hit Him, then they asked Him to tell
what was going to happen. Jesus did not
reply.)
Notice that these soldiers were Temple guards. They
were not government soldiers. Actually the Jews did
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not have the authority to carry out the sentence of
death. That is why they needed to have a second
trial before Pilate.

Lesson 12: Jesus Is Condemned

did Pilate ask next? (What do you want
me to do with the Man you call the King
of the Jews?) What was their reply? (Nail
Him to a cross, that is, crucify Him.])
When Pilate asked why, what did they
reply? (They gave no reason but kept
calling for Jesus’ death.)
Pilate did not want to offend the mob so he agreed
and turned Jesus over to his soldiers to be
crucified after he had Him beaten.

7. Ask for a volunteer to read Mark 14:66-72. Ask
for a volunteer to try to summarize what these
verses say. Here is a suggestion: While Peter was
sitting outside, a servant girl accused him of being
with Jesus. Peter lied and said he did not know
Jesus. The girl told others what she thought. Peter
denied it. Then another group noticed that he had a
Galilean accent and must be one of the followers of
Jesus. Peter cursed and denied it. Then he heard the
rooster crow and realized that it was the second
time. That made him remember that Jesus had told
him that he, Peter, would deny Jesus three times
before the cock crowed twice. Peter was so ashamed
that he wept. (If no one volunteers, the teacher could
do this.)

10. Ask one of the members of the group to read
Mark 15:16-20. Ask:
How did the soldiers treat Jesus? (They
mocked Him, dressed Him in the purple of
royalty, put a crown of thorns on His head,
then pretended to worship Him as King of
the Jews.) After this entertainment what
did they do? (They gave Him back His
own clothes and led Him away to be
nailed to a cross.)

8. Ask a student to read Mark 15:1-5. The Jews had
to wait for morning to take Jesus before Pilate who
was the Roman governor. Only he could give a
death sentence. Jesus was tied up and led through
the streets to Pilate’s palace. The Jews reported their
findings to Pilate. Pilate questioned Jesus. Ask:
What did he ask? (Are You the King of the
Jews?) What was Jesus’ answer? (What you
say is true.) Then the Jews began to testify
against Him. What did Pilate ask Him this
time? (Don’t you have anything to say?)
Pilate expected Jesus to try to defend Himself. Pilate
wondered about this. He was most surprised.

Encourage Application
8. Discuss the questions at the end of the student
study guide.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
12. Say to the class:
Imagine that you have in good faith sworn to
follow someone whom you respect and have
even promised to die for him and his cause.
Then you panic and deny that you even know
him. Suddenly you are reminded that he said
that you would not remain faithful. You still
believe in his cause and in him, but you have
failed because of fear. Discuss how you would
feel under these circumstances. The lesson
today deals with a person who acts this way
and with another who was not repentant about
his actions—Peter and Judas.

9. Select someone to read Mark 15:6-15. Ask:
What custom of Pilate’s was described?
(Each year at Passover Pilate released a
prisoner.) Who was Barabbas? (A prisoner
who had led a rebellion and had killed
several) When the people approached Pilate
to make this request, what did Pilate reply?
(Shall I release the King of the Jews?)
Say:
The crowd here had been handpicked by the
Jewish religious leaders to do what they
were doing. The leaders convinced them that
they should ask for Barabbas. What question

Encourage Application
13. Ask someone to read the section in the student
study guide under “The Roman Soldiers.” Then
discuss, particularly the last paragraph.
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because He felt He must feel all the suffering
since He was dying for all mankind) What
happened to Jesus’ clothes? (The soldiers
gambled for them.) Probably He was
wrapped only in a loincloth, and since
clothes were valuable, the soldiers kept
them. What time did the crucifixion begin?
(About nine o’clock in the morning.) In
order to mock Him further, what did they
nail above Him on the cross? (A sign that
said, “The King of the Jews.”) Who else was
crucified with Him? (Two robbers, one on
each side) There is a reference to an Old
Testament scripture in Isaiah 53:12. What
did it say? (They would treat Him as a
lawbreaker.)

Lesson Focus
Jesus really did die and He really did rise from
the grave.

Focal Text
Mark 15:21-41; 16:1-8

Memory Verse
The captain of the soldiers was looking at Jesus
when He cried out. He saw Him die and said,
“For sure, this Man was the Son of God.”
Mark 15:39

Connect with Life
1. Say to the class:
Suppose someone whom you love deeply
has died. A day or so after the burial you
return to the grave, which is empty. You
are told that your loved one has risen from
the dead. How would you respond? It
would be nearly impossible to believe,
wouldn’t it? Even though Jesus told them
He was God and that He would return
from the dead, the disciples did not
understood and had difficulty believing it.

Guide the Study
2. Ask a student to read Mark 15:21-28. Ask:
Who was asked to help carry Jesus’ cross
as He walked through the city? (A man
who was new to the city. His name was
Simon.) Where did the crucifixion take
place? (A hill called Golgotha, which
means place of the skull) This was outside
the main city and was apparently often
used for this purpose. What was Jesus
offered? (Wine with a painkiller in it) Why
do you think Jesus refused it? (Possibly

3. Ask one of the class to read the section in the
student study guide “The Crucifixion of Jesus.”
4. Have someone read Mark 15:29-32. Describe the
actions of the mob and of the Jewish religious
leaders. (They mocked Jesus and laughed at Him.
They urged Him to save Himself and then they
would believe. The two robbers mocked Him also.)
5. Select a person to read Mark 15:33-41. Ask:
What happened from noon until three
o’clock? (All the land was dark.) At three,
what did Jesus cry out? (“My God, My God,
why have You left Me alone?”) Apparently
part of the suffering He underwent for
mankind involved the feeling of God’s
rejection and abandonment. This is a very
painful and depressing feeling. The crowd
misunderstood. What did they think He said?
(He called for Elijah. Someone offered Him
a drink of wine, possible to prolong His life
so that they could see if Elijah would rescue
Him.) Shortly afterwards, Jesus gave a loud
cry and died. Mark said, “He gave up His
spirit.” What evidence was given that God
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had a hand in this? (The curtain in the
Temple was torn from top to bottom so that
the Holy of Holies was no longer shut off
from the people.) Other references indicate
earthquakes and storms also. We also have
testimony from one of the soldiers who
crucified Him. What did he say? (“For sure,
this Man was the Son of God.”) Many of
Jesus’ followers were in the crowd. The
women in particular Mark mentions. Who
were they? (Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James and Joses, Salome)
From other accounts we know that Jesus’ mother
was there also as were many of the remaining
disciples. Some of these followers had come from
Galilee and other areas.

Lesson 13: Jesus Dies and Lives Again

that the tomb had been sealed and guards
placed there. When they went to look
inside, what did they find? (A young man
in a long white coat sitting on the right
side.) What did he tell them? (Don’t be
afraid. Jesus is not here. He is risen.) He
gave them instructions to do what? (Go
report to the other followers, especially
Peter. Jesus is going into Galilee and you
can see Him there.) How do the women
feel? (Surprised and frightened.)
Mark closes this section by indicating that they
did not say anything to anyone, but other accounts
show them reporting to the followers what they
had found. The disciples did follow Him to
Galilee and saw Him there for several days. Jesus
instructed them to tell the whole world about
Him. Then He was taken up into heaven.

6. Verses 42-47 tell a touching story about the
devotion of the followers to Jesus. The teacher can
summarize this story or a student could be assigned
ahead of time to prepare a summary. Here is a
possible summary: On Friday afternoons Jews
prepare for the Sabbath. Jesus’ body must be buried
before sundown. A businessman named Joseph from
Arimathea went to Pilate to ask that he be allowed
to bury the body in the tomb he had prepared for
himself. Pilate was surprised that Jesus was already
dead as it usually took several days for a crucifixion
to kill the person. The captain assured him that Jesus
was dead. Joseph took the body from the cross,
wrapped it in a linen cloth, placed it in the tomb
(which was a hollowed out rock). He placed a large
stone to seal the entrance. Two of the Marys were
present and saw where He was laid.

Encourage Application
8. Discuss the questions at the end of the student
study guide.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
9. Discuss this question: Under what
circumstances might you be willing to die for
someone? Would you die for someone whom you
do not know? For a casual acquaintance? Today
we look at Jesus’ sacrifice of His life for those He
loved even those who hated Him and wanted to
hurt Him.
Encourage Application
10. Since this is the last lesson in this series, ask
the class to look back over all the passages of
scripture, particularly the memory verses. Ask:
What has been the most helpful to you?
Encourage participation of as many as possible..

7. Say:
Nothing could be done on the Sabbath. It
was the day we call Sunday before the
women could return. Ask someone to read
Mark 16:1-8. What did the women want to
do? (Anoint the body with oils and spices)
Very early they came to the tomb, probably
as soon as it was light enough to see. As they
approached, what worried them? (They
would not be able to roll away the stone.)
What did they find? (The stone had already
been rolled away.) Other accounts tell us
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Bonus Lesson JESUS TEACHES ABOUT THE FUTURE

Lesson Focus
Jesus told His disciples to be alert and faithful
to Him in the way they lived. He told them to
watch out for people who claimed to know the
future.

Focal Text
Mark 13:1-37

Memory Verse
Jesus began to say to them, “Be careful that no
one leads you the wrong way.” Mark 13:5

Connect with Life
1. Many times from Bible times onward people
have claimed to know when Christ will come
again. A familiar cartoon figure wears a sign that
says “The end is near.” Some of these groups sell
their property, quit their jobs, retire to a quiet
place, and just sit down to wait for the end. So far
they have all been wrong. What do Christians
expect of the end times? A number of passages in
the Bible refer to these. Peter, James, John and
Andrew asked Jesus to tell them when the end
would come. Mark 13:1-37 tells of His reply.
Other passages give other details, but our memory
verse sums up what all the teachings say.

Guide the Study

2. Ask a student to read Mark 13:1-2. One of the
disciples was admiring the Temple building. It
was not the first Temple but one rebuilt on the
site. Ask:
What did Jesus tell him about the future of
the buildings? (Some day not one stone
will be left on another. The building will
be destroyed.) We know this has come to
pass. What now stands on that spot?
(A Muslim house of worship.)
This conversation must have been what started the

four disciples thinking about the end and deciding to
ask Jesus about it.
3. Have someone read Mark 13:3-4. These four
disciples asked Jesus: When will it happen and what
do we look for as warnings?
4. Jesus began His reply to them. Request someone
to read Mark 13:5-8. Say:
The first thing Jesus warned about was being
misled and going the wrong way. What was
the first problem mentioned? (Many will use
Christ’s name and claim to be Him.) Many
people expect the end to come in a great
war. What did Jesus say? (There will be
wars, but the end is not yet.) What other
things will happen before the end? (Lack of
food, much trouble, sorrow, and pain)
5. Ask a student to read Mark 13:9-13. Ask:
What kinds of things will Christians suffer
before the end? (They will be taken to court,
beaten, taken before rulers because of their
beliefs.) Jesus told them that His followers
will have a function. What is it? (To tell
people about Jesus) Notice that He said the
Good News must be preached to all the
nations. Then Jesus gave instructions for His
followers for those times. What are those?
(Do not be afraid about what to say. The
Holy Spirit will guide you in what to say.)
These times will have such hatred that brother will
betray brother, fathers their children, and children
their parents—even to death. All who are Christians
will be hated by those who are not Christians. Then
Jesus warned that we must stay true to the end. Then
will come our salvation.
6. Select someone to read Mark 13:14-20. Say:
When a Christian sees a man-made god
standing in the house of God, what did Jesus
advise us to do? (Run to the mountains)
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Verse 14 refers to two verses in the book of
Daniel 9:27 and 12:11. Jesus’ hearers were
familiar with these verses. They refer to this
event. Then Jesus gave advice about what to
do. What was some of this advice? (If you
are on your housetop, do not take time to get
anything from inside, if you are in the field,
don’t take time to pick up your coat. He
especially stated that pregnant women and
nursing mothers would have a very difficult
time getting away.) Why should we pray that
this not happen in winter? (Colder weather
would make it harder to escape and cause
more suffering.)
Jesus stated in verse 19 that these events would be
the worst times ever. Verse 20 offers some hope.
Because God cares for His people, those days will
be shortened to save lives.

Bonus Lesson: Jesus Teaches About the Future

32 Jesus reminded them and us that no one
knows, not the angels nor He Himself. Who does
know? (God the Father knows.)
10. In the last segment we are given advise about
how to be ready. Ask someone to read Mark
13:33-37. Ask:
In light of these verses, what must we do?
(Watch and pray because He will come
when we are not expecting Him. We must
be ready.)

Encourage Application
11. Discuss the questions at the end of the student
study guide.

Supplemental Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life
12. Ask the students to describe common views of
what the end of the world might be like.
Perhaps they have seen movies or read books or
watched television programs that depict these
events. How are these alike? How are they
different? Then tell the group: Today we study the
words Jesus used with His disciples when they
asked about the end.

7. Have one of the students read Mark 13:21-23.
Here again Jesus warned against being led astray by
false claims to be Christ. Some of these will do
impressive works, but they are not Christ.
8. After these events occur there will be the real
coming of Christ. Ask someone to read Mark
13:24-27. We are told that the sun will get dark, the
moon will not give light, and stars will fall. There
will be some kind of upheaval. It will be then that
Christ will come. Ask:
What do these verses tell us? (Jesus will
come in clouds with power and glory.
Angels will gather up God people from all
over the world.)

Encourage Application
13. Ask your class to imagine that they have been
told by a reliable authority that tomorrow would
be the end of the world. Ask:
Would you believe this?
What evidence could you give to disprove
this idea?
If you did believe it, how would you act?
How would you spend your last day?
Do you think these answers may give some
indication of why God chooses for no one
to know when that time will come?
Close with prayer that everyone might watch,
pray, and be ready when the end does come.

9. Now Jesus turned to the familiar story-picture or
parable. Read Mark 13:28-32. Jesus directed their
attention to a fig tree. There will be signs that the
tree is near time to bear fruit. As people of the land,
they knew these things. Jesus told them that all these
bad things would happen before His return. In verse
30 He said that some of the people of His time
would still be alive when all the conditions were
met. That would seem to mean that He could have
returned at any time in the last several centuries. In
verse 31 we read that His Words will not pass away,
though the earth as we know it could. But in verse
30

