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Genesis 12-50: Family Life
The English name of the first book of the Bible is Genesis. This name means “origin” or “how
something began.” The book tells about the beginning of the universe and everything in it. It tells about
the beginning of the family, sin, crime, different languages, and the special chosen people of God.
In Genesis chapters 1-11, God is dealing with the whole human race. But except for a very few,
people would not worship God or obey Him. They fell deeply into sin.
Genesis chapters 12-50 tell about God’s plan to solve the problem of the sins of the human race.
He started with one man, Abraham. Abraham was willing to worship, trust, and obey God. God made an
agreement with this man. If Abraham would continue to worship, trust, and obey Him, God would do
good to Abraham. Also, God would do good to all the families of the earth because of him.
The same agreement was made with Abraham’s son, Isaac, and his grandson, Jacob. Through the
descendants of these men, God would develop the nation of Israel. It would be the responsibility of
Israel to share the knowledge of the true God with the whole world.
Genesis chapters 12-50 tell about the lives of these men and their families. Through this study,
we learn how God deals with us and our families.
WORD STUDY
universe: the earth, stars, planets, moons, and space.
descendants: relatives who are born later.

Unit 1—Israel’s First Family
Lesson 1:
Lesson 2:
Lesson 3:
Lesson 4:
Lesson 5:

Receiving Good to Do Good
Fighting in the Family
Problems in the Family
God’s Promises to the Family
God First or Family First?

Genesis 11:27-12:9
Genesis 13:1-18
Genesis 16:1-16
Genesis 17:15-17; 18:11-15; 21:1-7
Genesis 22:1-19

Unit 2—Later Families
Lesson 6:
Lesson 7:
Lesson 8:

Choosing Someone to Marry
Genesis 24:37-48, 62-67
Brothers Who Are Enemies
Genesis 25:21-24, 27-34, 27:22-29
Children and Their Parents’ Religion Genesis 28:10-22, 35:9-15

Unit 3—Dreams and Accomplishments
Lesson 9:
Lesson 10:
Lesson 11:
Lesson 12:
Lesson 13:

Where Dreams May Lead
When Temptation Comes
How Success Occurs
When Families Get Together
What It All Means

Genesis 37:3-12, 18-28
Genesis 39:1-20
Genesis 41:15-16, 25-45, 53-57
Genesis 42:6-8; 44:14-34; 45:1-5
Genesis 45:4-15; 50:15-21
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Adult Bible Study in Basic English

UNIT 1:
ISRAEL’S
FIRST FAMILY
Lesson 1
Receiving Good
to Do Good
Genesis 11:27-12:9
Lesson 2
Fighting in the Family
Genesis 13:1-18
Lesson 3
Problems in the Family
Genesis 16:1-16
Lesson 4
God’s Promises
to the Family
Genesis 17:15-17;
18:11-15; 21:1-7

Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

T

Lesson 1: Receiving Good to Do Good

UNIT 1
ISRAEL’S FIRST FAMILY
he family in America has many problems. For this reason,
many people do not want to get married. In 1998 there
were 4,236,000 unmarried couples living together. A

majority of high school students said it is better for people to live
together before marriage to see if they can get along. About one-third
of all babies were born to unmarried women in 1997. American
families have ignored the teachings of the Bible about family life.
In this unit, we will study the life of Abraham’s family,
Israel’s first family. We can learn a lot about how to have a happy
family from the experience of Abraham’s family.
There are five lessons in this unit. Lesson 1 shows us how the
family receives good from God in order to do good to others. In
lesson 2, we will study how fighting in the family starts and how to
stop it. Lesson 3 is about some problems found in families. God’s
promises to families will be taught in lesson 4. In lesson 5, we will
see how our faith sometimes is tested by God. He tests us to see
whether God or family has first place in our lives.

Lesson 5
God First
or Family First?
Genesis 22:1-19
Dr. Albert W. Gammage, Jr., wrote lessons 1-5. He is an emeritus
missionary who served in Korea and the Philippines. Dr. Gammage is
a member of Lamar Baptist Church in Arlington, Texas.
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Lesson
1
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 11:27-12:9

Memory Verse
“I will bring good to
those who are good to
you. And I will curse
those who curse you.
Good will come to all
the families of the
earth because of you.”
—Genesis 12:3

Word List
Southwestern
Baptist Theological
Seminary: a school
for training Christian
leaders
missionary: a person
who tells the Good
News of Jesus and
helps to start churches

Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

Lesson 1: Receiving Good to Do Good

Receiving Good to Do Good
After graduating from college, I studied for a year at
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Texas.
During that year, God called me to be a missionary. But He
did not tell me where I should do missionary work.
Then God led me to go to California. I felt God wanted me
to be a pastor of a church and study at another seminary. Five
years later, God led me to go to Korea to do missionary work
there. Then, twenty years later, God led me to do missionary
work in the Philippines.
During these years, I received much good from God. He
provided the needs of my body, mind, and spirit. This made it
possible for me to do good to others.
This lesson is about a man named Abram (or Abraham).
God led him to move around a lot. God chose him to receive
good from God and to do good to others for God. Let us see
how God calls us to receive and do good.
Moving the Family (Genesis 11:27-32)
A man named Terah lived in the city of Ur in the country of
the Chaldeans. He had three sons and at least one daughter.
One of his sons was named Abram. This son married Sarai, his
half sister. (Later, God would change Abram’s name to
Abraham and Sarai’s name to Sarah.)
The people of Ur worshipped the moon god. The family of
Terah probably worshipped this god. But then the Lord God
showed himself to Abram (Acts 7:2). He told Abram to leave
Ur and go to Canaan (Genesis 11:31). Terah left Ur with
Abram, Sarai, and Lot, his grandson. But on the way to
Canaan, they stopped and settled in Haran. Maybe they
stopped because Terah was too old and weak to travel farther.
They worshipped the Lord God in Haran (Genesis 31:53).
5
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pastor: a person who
leads a church
country of the
Chaldeans: a country in
the area of what is now
the country of Iraq
Canaan: a land that is
now the country of Israel

Things To
Think About
1. Have you ever moved
to a new place? Did you
believe God led you to
move?

2. Why are some people
afraid to move to a new
place to live?

3. What are some good
things you can do for
others?

4. Why does God want us
to worship Him wherever
we go?

Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

Lesson 1: Receiving Good to Do Good

It was not easy for Terah and Abram to leave their home,
family, and friends in Ur. They did it because of their strong
faith in God. “Because Abraham had faith, he obeyed God
when God called him to leave his home. . . . He left his
home without knowing where he was going” (Hebrews
11:8).
Suppose God told you to move to another country.
Would you have the faith to obey? Today God calls many
people to leave their homes and move far away. Sometimes
God wants them to take another job. Some people are called
to do missionary work. This may require them to move
many times. If God calls you to serve in this way, are you
willing to obey?
God’s Call (Genesis 12:1-3)
God spoke to Abram again in Haran. God told Abram to
leave his father’s house and go to the land God would show
Abram. God said that He would do good things to Abram if
he obeyed.
First, God promised to make a great nation out of
Abram’s descendants. This tested Abram’s faith because he
was already 75 years old and had no children. Second, God
promised to do good to Abram. God would meet the needs
of his body, mind, and spirit. God will do the same good to
people today who have faith in him.
Third, God promised to make Abram’s name great. He
would be honored and respected by others. Fourth, God
would do good to people who do good to Abram and his
descendants. Fifth, God would curse those who cursed
Abram. God would do bad to people who did bad to Abram
or his descendants.
Sixth, all the families of the earth would receive good
from God through Abram and his descendants. “Families”
6
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Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

does not mean just parents and their
children. It means a clan. A clan was a
big group of people who lived and
worked together. Through Abram and his
descendants, all groups of people would
have a chance to receive good from God
someday. Being saved from sin is the best
thing God would give to Abram and all
nations.
Abram put his trust in God. This made
Abram right with God. All men who put
their trust in God are the sons of Abram.
The Bible says God also saves people
who are not Jews from the punishment of
their sins (Galatians 3:6-8). Christians
who truly trust in God as Abram did
receive good from God.
But they also have to do good to
others. They must let God work through
them to take the Good News to others.
The Good News is that people are saved
from sin through trusting in Jesus, the
Son of God. Descendants of Abram must
take the Good News to all people.
Thousands of groups of people on earth
have not heard the Good News. Are you
doing your part to let them hear it?

Lesson 1: Receiving Good to Do Good

owned. This showed that Abram planned
to stay where God sent him. He trusted
God to care for him in a strange land. If
God calls us to go to a land that is strange
to us, we can trust Him to care for us.
Abram’s clan stopped near two cities
in Canaan, Shechem and Bethel. Abram
built an altar at each place. The altar was
for worshiping God.
When God’s people move to a new
place to live, they should worship God
there. Sometimes when people move to a
new place, they do not worship God
there. They cannot find a church just like
the one in their home land. Or they do not
know anyone in the new church. They do
not feel good in a strange church. So they
stop worshiping God. But God expects us
to worship Him wherever we are. God’s
Word says, “Let us not stay away from
church meetings” (Hebrews 10:25).
We should obey when God tells us to
move to a new place. We can trust God to
provide the needs of our body, mind, and
spirit. We should worship God at church
wherever we go. We should let God use
us to do good to all people of the earth.
We should tell the Good News of being
saved from our sins by trusting in Jesus.

What to Do (Genesis 12:4-9)
What did Abram do when he heard
God’s call to leave Haran and go to
Canaan? He obeyed God right away. He
took his clan and all the things they
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Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

Genesis 11:27-32 and 12:1-9

Lesson 1: Receiving Good to Do Good

3: I will bring good to those who are
good to you. And I will curse those who
curse you. Good will come to all the
families of the earth because of you.
4: So Abram left as the Lord told him to
do, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he left
Haran.
5: Abram took his wife Sarai, and his
brother’s son Lot, and all the things they
had gathered, and the people who joined
them in Haran. And they left to go to the
land of Canaan. So they came to the land
of Canaan.
6: Abram passed through the land as far
as the oak of Moreh at Shechem. The
Canaanite people were living in the land
at that time.
7: Then the Lord showed Himself to
Abram and said, “I will give this land to
your children and to your children’s
children.” So Abram built an altar there
to the Lord Who had shown Himself to
him.
8: Then he went from there to the
mountain east of Bethel. He put up his
tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on
the east. There he built an altar to the
Lord and called upon the name of the
Lord.
9: Then Abram traveled on, still going
toward the Negev.

Genesis 11:27: Now these are the
children of Terah. Terah became the
father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. And
Haran because the father of Lot.
28: Haran died with his father Terah
beside him in the land of his birth, Ur of
the Chaldeans.
29: Abram and Nahor both married. The
name of Abram’s wife was Sarai. The
name of Nahor’s wife was Milcah, the
daughter of Haran. Haran was the father
of Milcah and Iscah.
30: But Sarai could not give birth. She
had no child.
31: Terah took his son Abram, and his
grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his
daughter-in-law Sarah, the wife of his son
Abram and they went together from Ur of
the Chaldeans to the land of Canaan. But
when they went as far as Haran, they
made their home there.
32: Haran lived 205 years, and he died in
Haran.
Genesis 12:1: Now the Lord said to
Abram, “Leave your country, your family
and your father’s house, and go to the
land that I will show you.
2: And I will make you a great nation. I
will bring good to you. I will make your
name great, so you will be honored.
8
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Lesson
2
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 13:1-18
Memory Verse
“Let there be no
fighting between you
and me . . . for we are
brothers.”–Genesis
13:8
Word List
Egypt: a country in
the northeast corner of
Africa
selfish: doing what
you think is good for
yourself instead of
others
unselfish: doing what
is good for others
instead of yourself

Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

Lesson 2: Fighting in the Family

Fighting in the Family
About one-half of the marriages in the United States end in
divorce. The cause of these divorces usually is fighting in the
family. This lesson is about fighting in Abram’s family. Abram
and Lot were good men. Abram had a strong faith in God
(Hebrews 11:8-9). Lot was right with God (2 Peter 2:7-8). Yet
they fought over land (Genesis 13:8). Good people today
sometimes fight in their families. This lesson should help us not
to fight.
The Reason for the Fighting (Genesis 13:1-7)
Abram and his family clan had lived in Egypt. They lived
there because there was not enough food in Canaan. While
living in Egypt, Abram became very rich. He had many cows
and sheep. Lot also had many animals.
Then they moved back to Canaan. They lived where they
had lived before, near the city of Bethel. There was not enough
land to feed all of Abram’s and Lot’s animals. So Abram and
those who cared for his animals fought with Lot and those who
cared for his animals. Probably they argued about who could
use certain areas of land.
Abram and Lot fought over material things. About 80
percent of fighting in families today is over material things.
Husbands and wives and parents and children cannot agree on
how to spend their money. So they argue, hit each other, or
even kill each other sometimes.
Paul Getty was a rich man in the oil business. He had more
than one billion dollars. But he wanted more. Getty did not
have a happy family life. He married and divorced five times.
God’s Word says, “The love of money is the beginning of
all kinds of sin” (1 Timothy 6:10). People fight about money
because they love money. Money takes the place of God as the
9
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Things To
Think About
1. Is there fighting in
your family?

2. Is some of the fighting
over money?

3. Has money taken the
place of God in your
family?

4. Will you try to stop the
fighting by asking God to
give you an unselfish
heart?

Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

Lesson 2: Fighting in the Family

most important thing in their lives. As Jesus said, “You
cannot serve both God and Money” (Matthew 6:24, NIV).
Stopping the Fighting (Genesis 13:8-13)
Abram wanted to stop the fighting. He told Lot that it
would be good if they separated and lived in different places.
In that way there would be enough land for their animals.
Then Abraham told Lot to choose the land he wanted.
After that, Abram would choose land for his use. This was
very unselfish of Abram. As the family leader, Abram could
have chosen the land he wanted first.
Abram’s unselfish act influenced his son, Isaac. Many
years later, there was fighting between the men who cared
for Isaac’s animals and those who cared for the animals of a
man named Abimelech. Isaac’s men dug some wells to get
water. But Abimelech’s men said the wells belonged to
them. So Isaac gave the wells to Abimelech. Then Isaac
moved to another place (Genesis 26:22). When parents stop
fighting, they show their children how to stop fighting.
Lot was selfish when he chose the place he would live.
He chose the Jordan Valley where there was plenty of water
and grass for his animals. But this was not good for his
family. They lived in the city of Sodom. The people were
very sinful in Sodom. Lot’s family was influenced to do bad
things by the sinful people of Sodom (Genesis 19:1-38).
Most fighting is caused by people being selfish. They do
what they think will be good for them, even though it will be
bad for others. But selfish choices can bring bad things into
our lives. This is what happened to Lot.
There is a story in India about a man who was given a
rice field. The first year he allowed the water in his field to
flow over into the field of his neighbor. The rice in both
fields grew well. The second year he kept all the water in his
10
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Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

Lesson 2: Fighting in the Family

God’s Promise (Genesis 13:14-18)
After Lot left Abram, God spoke to
Abram again. He repeated the promise
that God would give the land of Canaan
to Abram and his descendants. This
included the land that Lot had chosen to
be his own. So Abram did not lose any
land because he had been unselfish. He
trusted God to keep the promise to give
him all the land of Canaan.
God also promised that he would give
Abram many descendants. But Abram
was old. He did not have any children.
How hard it must have been to believe
this promise of God! But he believed
God’s promise and trusted in Him to
fulfill the promise. This made Abram
right with God (Genesis 15:2-6). Abram
settled down to live in the land that God
had promised to give him. He moved to
Hebron and made his home there.
God has given many promises to all
His spiritual children. He promises to
give “us everything we need for life and
holy living” (2 Peter 1:3). We can believe
God’s promises and trust Him to do what
He promises.
Many families fight today. All of it is
caused by people being selfish. The way
to stop fighting is to ask God to give all
the family members an unselfish heart.
He has promised to do this if we ask.

own field. But the water became too deep.
His rice did not grow well. His selfish
choice hurt both himself and his neighbor.
However, being unselfish is good for
everyone. A Christian pastor in China
owned a piece of land. A bad man who
owned no land took the land from the
pastor. He used it to grow vegetables. The
pastor could have taken the problem to
court. The man could have been put in
jail. But the pastor gave the land to the
man. Then the Communists took over the
town where the pastor lived. The man
who took the pastor’s land became the
main leader of the Communists. He told
the Communist soldiers not to hurt the
pastor because he was a good man.
Something good like this will not
always happen to those who are
unselfish. But they will be happy if they
make peace with others by being
unselfish. Jesus said, “Those who make
peace are happy because they will be
called the sons of God” (Matthew 5:9).
People who make peace are called “the
sons of God” because they do as God
does. God makes peace with sinful
people. “All this comes from God. He is
the One Who brought us to Himself when
we hated Him” (2 Corinthians 5:18).
In our family life, we should try to
make peace by being unselfish. Let us do
as God does.
11
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Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

Lesson 2: Fighting in the Family

valley was well watered everywhere like
the garden of the Lord, like the land of
Egypt as you go to Zoar. (This was
before the Lord destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah.)
11: So Lot chose all the Jordan valley for
himself. And as Lot traveled east, they
went apart from each other.
12: Abram made his home in the land of
Canaan. Lot made his home in the cities
of the valley and moved his tents as far as
Sodom,
13: whose men were sinful, sinning
against the Lord.
14: The Lord said to Abram, after Lot
had left him, “Raise your eyes and look
from where you are to the north and
south and east and west.
15: For I will give all the land that you
see to you and to your children and to
your children’s children forever.
16: I will make your family after you like
the dust of the earth. So if anyone could
number the dust of the earth, then he
could number your children’s children.
17: Rise up and walk far and wide upon
the land. For I will give it to you.”
18: Then Abram moved his tent and
came to live among the oaks of Mamre in
Hebron. There he built an altar to the
Lord.

Genesis 13:1-18
1: So Abram left Egypt and went to the
Negev, with his wife and all that
belonged to him. And Lot went with him.
2: Now Abram was very rich in cattle,
silver and gold.
3: He traveled from the Negev as far as
Bethel, to the place where his tent had
been at the beginning, between Bethel
and Ai,
4: where he had made an altar. And there
Abram called on the name of the Lord.
5: Now Lot, who went with Abram, had
flocks and cattle and tents of his own.
6: There was not enough land to feed all
the animals while they lived together.
They owned so many things that they
were not able to stay together.
7: There was fighting between those who
cared for Abram’s animals and those who
cared for Lot’s animals. The Canaanite
and the Perizzite were living in the land
at that time.
8: So Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no
fighting between you and me or between
the men who take care of our animals, for
we are brothers.
9: Is not the whole land in front of you?
Let each of us go a different way. If you
go to the left, then I will go to the right.
Or if you go to the right, then I will go to
the left.”
10: Lot looked and saw that the Jordan
12
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Lesson
3
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 16:1-16

Memory Verse
“So Hagar gave this
name to the Lord,
‘You are a God Who
sees.’ ” –Genesis
16:13a

Word List
adultery: when a
husband or wife has
sex with someone else
impatience: when
someone does not
wait for the right time
to do something
circumstances: facts
and events related to
something

Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

Lesson 3: Problems in the Family

Problems in the Family
All families have problems. Some families have many
problems. We see many problems in families that are hard to
solve. Adultery is a big problem. Getting mad is a problem.
Saying bad things to each other is a problem. Hitting each other
is a problem. There are many other problems, too.
In this lesson, we will study three problems in Abram’s
family. This can help us to deal with problems in our families.
The Problem of Impatience (Genesis 16:1-3)
In Genesis 15:1-6, God promised that Abram would have a
son and many descendants. Sarai was very old and had no
children. So Abram thought that one of his servants would be
given all that Abram had. But God said Abram would have a
son to receive all that belonged to Abram.
Sarai decided to give her servant woman, Hagar, to Abram
as his second wife. She thought she and Abram would get a son
that way. Abram thought this would be a good thing to do. In
those times, this was not wrong. People believed it was a good
thing to do. God had not yet told people that a husband should
have only one wife.
But God had not told Abram and Sarai to do this. They did
not wait until God told them what to do. They decided to try to
solve the problem themselves. This is the sin of impatience.
They made a big mistake.
Impatience is a problem in families today. Sometimes
parents are impatient with their children. One woman’s
husband told her that he was surprised she was so patient with
her child. She had told the child 20 different times to do
something. His wife said if she told the child only 19 times, her
work would have been wasted. One of her children was John
Wesley, the great preacher.
13
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jealousy: feeling bad or
angry because someone
else does better than you
attention: thinking about
and talking a lot to
someone
Things To
Think About
1. Can you remember a
time in your life when
you were impatient in
making a decision?

2. When you are jealous,
how do you deal with it?

3. Do you think that
Abram should have tried
to help his wives to
overcome their jealousy?

4. Do you think that all
family problems can be
solved if all members of
the family trust and obey
God?

Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

Lesson 3: Problems in the Family

Sometimes families are impatient about buying the
things they want. They buy things like a house or a car. But
they cannot afford to pay for them. They go into debt and
have problems with their money.
When families make decisions, they need for God to tell
them what to do. How does God tell people what to do? One
way is through the teachings of the Bible. Another way is
through circumstances related to the decision. A third way is
through feelings in the heart. Families should wait for God
to direct them before making a big decision.
The Problem of Jealousy (Genesis 16:4-6)
Hagar saw that she was going to have a child. Then she
started hating Sarai. Hagar was jealous of Sarai because
Sarai was her boss. She was able to have a child but Sarai
could not. So she thought that she was a better wife than
Sarai. She thought that Sarai should not be her boss.
Sarai saw that Hagar hated her because Hagar was going
to have a child. So Sarai began to be jealous of Hagar. She
went to Abram and tried to get him to solve the problem. He
told her to do whatever she wanted to with Hagar.
The problem became worse. Sarai made life hard for
Hagar. Probably Sarai said bad things to Hagar. Maybe Sarai
even hit Hagar. And Sarai must have made Hagar do lots of
hard work. Jealousy can be a big problem in families today.
Jealousy between children in the family is seen very often.
When a new child is born, the older children usually are
jealous of the care that parents give to the baby. Parents
should be careful to give the same care to all the children.
They should not favor one child over the other.
Sometimes there is jealousy between husbands and
wives. If one gives too much attention to another person,
the other marriage partner might get jealous. Husbands and
14
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Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

Lesson 3: Problems in the Family

herself under Sarai’s power. She would
have to accept the hard life for God’s
purpose to be fulfilled. That purpose was
to give Hagar many descendants.
Then God told her she would have a
son. She should name him Ishmael. This
name means “God has seen how you had
a hard time.” God cared about the
suffering of this servant woman. God
cares about hard times in families today.
Hagar trusted God. She obeyed Him
and returned to Sarai. She gave birth to a
son. Abram gave him the name Ishmael,
the name God had chosen for him.
Most families will have hard times.
Many families today give up and run
away from the problem. They think that
getting a divorce will solve their
problems. But God wants to help families
deal with the hard things in their lives. If
people trust and obey God, He will help
them deal with their problems. No
problem is too hard for God to solve.
In this lesson, we learned that we
should not be impatient when we have a
big decision to make. We should wait for
God to tell us what to do. We must deal
with jealousy when it arises in the
family. If we do not overcome jealousy,
it can cause big problems. Finally, we
must not give up when we have hard
times. We can trust God to give us the
strength to live through our sufferings.

wives should be careful not to give too
much attention to others.
Most people feel jealous sometimes.
How can we overcome jealousy? First,
admit it is a sin. God’s Word says, “Do
not fight or be jealous” (Romans 13:13).
Then tell God you have sinned. Ask Him
to forgive you. To overcome jealousy,
pray for strength to overcome it. After
this, do good things for the person you are
jealous of.
There is a story about a preacher in
England. Another famous preacher came
to a nearby church. The first preacher was
jealous of the other preacher because he
was more famous. But he prayed for the
other preacher. And he held a reception
for him at his church so people could
meet him. The jealous feelings left him.
The Problem of Giving Up
(Genesis 16:6-16)
Hagar could not stand it when Sarai
made life hard for her. So she gave up
and ran away from Sarai. She stopped to
get some water at a well on the way to
Shur. This was the way to go to Egypt.
Hagar must have planned to go home.
The angel of the Lord appeared to her
at the well. This was not a real angel. It
was God appearing as an angel so Hagar
could see Him.
God told her to return to Sarai and put
15
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a well of water in the desert on the way to
Shur.
8: He said, “Hagar, you who serve Sarai,
where have you come from and where are
you going?” And she said, “I am running
away from Sarai, the one I serve.”
9: Then the angel of the Lord said to her,
“Return to your boss. Put yourself under
her power.”
10: The angel of the Lord said to her, “I
will give you so many people in your
family through the years that they will be
too many to number.”
11: The angel of the Lord also said to her,
“See, you are going to have a child. And
you will give birth to a son. You will give
him the name Ishmael, because the Lord
has heard how you have suffered.
12: He will be a wild donkey of a man. His
hand will be against all people. And the
hand of all people will be against him. He
will live to the east of all his brothers.”
13: So Hagar gave this name to the Lord
Who spoke to her, “You are a God Who
sees.” For she said, “Have I even stayed
alive here after seeing Him?”
14: So the well was called Beer-lahai-roi.
It is between Kadesh and Bered.
15: Hagar gave birth to Abram’s son. And
Abram gave his son who was born of
Hagar the name Ishmael.
16: Abram was eighty-six years old when
Hagar gave birth to his son Ishmael.

Genesis 16:1-16
1: Now Abram’s wife Sarai had not given
birth to any children. She had a woman
servant from Egypt whose name was
Hagar.
2: So Sarai said to Abram, “Now see, the
Lord has kept me from having children.
Go in to the woman who serves me. It
may be that I will get children through
her.” Abram listened to what Sarai said.
3: So Abram’s wife Sarai took Hagar the
Egyptian, who served her, and gave her
to her husband Abram as his wife. That
was after Abram had lived ten years in
the land of Canaan.
4: He went in to Hagar, and she was
going to have a child. And when she saw
that she was going to have a child, she
began to hate Sarai.
5: Then Sarai said to Abram, “May the
wrong done to me be upon you. I gave
the woman who served me into your
arms. But when she saw that she was
going to have a child, she began to hate
me. May the Lord judge who is guilty or
not between you and me.”
6: But Abram said to Sarai, “See, the
woman who serves you is in your power.
Do what you want with her.” So Sarai
made it hard for Hagar. And Hagar ran
away from her.
7: The angel of the Lord found Hagar by
16
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Christmas
Lesson
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Luke 2:1-20

Memory Verse
“Greatness and honor
to our God in the
highest heaven and
peace on earth among
men who please
Him.”—Luke 2:14

Word List
Christmas: December
25, the day we
remember the birth of
Jesus Christ
honor: to say or do
something that shows
someone is great
prophet: a person
who tells others what
God has told him

Honoring God at Christmas

Honoring God at Christmas
What do you do at Christmas time? Most Americans put a
Christmas tree in their house. They buy gifts for family,
relatives, and friends. The gifts are put under the Christmas
tree. On Christmas Day, they give the gifts to the people for
whom they were bought. Families usually eat a big meal
together.
Doing these things at Christmas is good. But doing such
things may not honor God. In this lesson, we will study how
God was honored at the time of the birth of Jesus Christ. This
can help us know how to honor God at Christmas.
Obeying God (Luke 2:1-7)
Mary and Joseph honored God by obeying Him. At the
time Jesus was born, Caesar Augustus was the ruler of the
Roman nation. He wanted to know the names of everyone in
the nation. So he said that the “name of every person in the
Roman nation must be written in the books of the
nation” (verse 1). Caesar did this so the government could
know who should pay taxes.
All people had to get their names written in the books at the
towns where the first members of their family lived. The first
member of Joseph’s family was the famous King David. David
was born in Bethlehem hundreds of years before that time. So
Joseph had to go a long way from Nazareth to Bethlehem.
Mary did not have to go with Joseph. Since her baby would
be born soon, it was hard for her to make the long trip. She
went because she and Joseph believed that God wanted her to
go. God wanted her to go so Jesus would be born in Bethlehem.
Hundreds of years before, God told the prophet Micah to tell
that Jesus would be born in that town (Micah 5:2-3). Mary was
called Joseph’s “promised wife” because he was not the father
17
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virgin: a girl who has not
had sexual relations with
a man

Things To
Think About
1. Did God ever want you
to do something at
Christmas that most
people do not do? If so,
tell about it.
2. In the past, have you
thanked God at
Christmas? If so, how
did you do it?
3. Why do people who
please God have peace?
4. If you were to tell
someone about Jesus at
Christmas, how would
you do it?
5. How would you like to
honor God this
Christmas?

Honoring God at Christmas

of Jesus. Jesus was born to a virgin (Matthew 1:23-24).
When they reached Bethlehem, “there was no room for
them in the place where people stay for the night” (verse 7).
So they had to stay where farm animals were kept. Jesus was
born in a dirty, smelly place. Mary and Joseph were willing
to obey God even though it was hard to do so. They
honored God in this way.
We too should honor God at Christmas by obeying
Him. He may want us to do something we do not want to do.
Instead of eating a big meal, He may want us to take food to
the poor. Instead of giving gifts that cost a lot to our family
and friends, God may want us to give gifts to people in
prison.
Thanking God (Luke 2:8-14)
Shepherds were watching their sheep in the fields near
Bethlehem. Shepherds were not very religious people. And
they were poor. But “the angel of the Lord came to them.”
When the shining-greatness or glory of the Lord shone
around them, they were afraid. Probably this shininggreatness was like a bright cloud.
The angel told them good news that was for all people.
The good news was that “One Who saves from the
punishment of sin” had been born on that day in Bethlehem.
That baby was Christ the Lord. Then the angel told the
shepherds how to find Jesus.
All of a sudden, many angels appeared to the shepherds.
The angels thanked God together. They said that they
honored God because He is great. Also they said that people
who please God will have peace.
The angels honored God by thanking Him. We too can
honor God by thanking Him at Christmas. We can thank
Him for sending His Son into the world to save us from the
18
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words of the shepherds let Mary know
that Jesus was the Christ, the one Gabriel
had told her about.
The shepherds believed what the
angel told them. They were full of joy as
they went back to their sheep. Like the
angels, they thanked God.
Christmas is a good time for us to tell
people about Jesus. If poor shepherds
could do it, so can we. We can tell others
what we have seen about Jesus in the
Bible.
How can we honor God this
Christmas? We can honor God by
obeying Him. Pray for God to show you
what He wants you to do.
We can honor God by thanking Him.
This can be done wherever we are at
Christmas—at church, at home, or at the
home of someone else.
We can tell others about Jesus at
Christmas. Let us help others remember
that Christmas is the day we remember
the birth of Jesus, God’s greatest gift to
people.

punishment of our sin. Christmas songs of
thanks can be sung. And we can pray our
prayers of thanks.
Telling About Jesus (Luke 2:15-20)
The shepherds saw the angels go back
to heaven. So they knew that the angels
were sent by God to tell them about the
birth of Christ. They decided to go to
Bethlehem to see what had happened.
They were not very religious. But they
wanted to see the baby Christ.
The shepherds walked or ran quickly
into Bethlehem. As the angels had said,
they were able to find Mary, Joseph, and
baby Jesus in a place where farm animals
were kept. They must have been surprised
to see the great Christ and his parents
staying in such a poor, dirty place.
The shepherds told everyone they saw
what the angel had said about Jesus. All
who heard what they said were surprised.
The Jews did not expect the Christ to be
born in a poor, dirty place. They thought
he would become the king of Israel. Most
of them probably did not believe what the
shepherds told them.
But Mary remembered these things
and thought a lot about them. Before that
time, the angel Gabriel had been sent by
God to see Mary. He told her that she
would become the mother of the Christ,
the Son of God (see Luke 1:26-38). The
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CHRISTMAS LESSON

Honoring God at Christmas

10: The angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. See! I bring you good news of
great joy which is for all people.
11: Today, One Who saves from the
punishment of sin has been born in the
city of David. He is Christ the Lord.
12: There will be something special for
you to see. This is the way you will know
Him. You will find the Baby with cloth
around Him, lying in a place where cattle
are fed.”
13: At once many angels from heaven
were seen, along with the angel, giving
thanks to God. They were saying,
14: “Greatness and honor to our God in
the highest heaven and peace on earth
among men who please Him.”
15: The angels went from the shepherds
back to heaven. The shepherds said to
each other, “Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see what has happened. The Lord has
told us about this.”
16: They went fast and found Mary and
Joseph. They found the Baby lying in a
place where cattle are fed.
17: When they saw the Child, they told
what the angel said about Him.
18: All who heard it were surprised at
what the shepherds told them.
19: But Mary hid all these words in her
heart. She thought about them much.
20: The shepherds went back full of joy.
They thanked God for all they had heard
and seen. It happened as the angel had
told them.

Luke 2:1-20
1: In those days Caesar Augustus sent out
word that the name of every person in the
Roman nation must be written in the
books of the nation.
2: This first writing took place while
Quirinius was ruler of Syria.
3: So all the people went to their own
cities to have their names written in the
books of the nation.
4: Joseph went up from the town of
Nazareth in the country of Galilee to the
town of Bethlehem. It was known as the
city of David. He went there because he
was from the family of David.
5: Joseph went to have his and Mary’s
names written in the books of the nation.
Mary was his promised wife and soon to
become a mother.
6: While they were there in Bethlehem,
the time came for Mary to give birth to
her baby.
7: Her first son was born. She put cloth
around Him and laid Him in a place
where cattle are fed. There was no room
for them in the place where people stay
for the night.
8: In the same country there were
shepherds in the fields. They were
watching their flocks of sheep at night.
9: The angel of the Lord came to them.
The shining-greatness of the Lord shone
around them. They were very much
afraid.

20

GENESIS 12-50: FAMILY LIFE

Lesson
4
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 17:15-17;
18:11-15; 21:1-7
Memory Verse
“Is anything too hard
for the Lord?”
—Genesis 18:14a
Word List
evidence: proof that
something is true
successful: something
happens that you want
to happen
miracle: an event that
sets aside the laws of
nature

Unit 1: Israel’s First Family

Lesson 4: God’s Promises to the Family

God’s Promises to the Family
Adoniram Judson was a great Christian missionary. He
started the work of missionaries in Burma. He worked for three
years telling the Burmese people the Good News about Jesus.
But no one trusted in Jesus as Savior. Then someone asked
Judson, “What evidence do you have that your work will be
successful some day?” Judson answered, “As much as there is
a God Who will fulfill all His promises.” Judson had to work
three more years before he was able to lead one Burmese to
become a Christian. But still, Judson did not lose hope. He
believed God would fulfill His promise. Later, a hundred
churches and thousands of Christians resulted from Judson’s
work.
In this lesson we will study how God fulfilled His promise
to Abram about his family. This can help us to believe that
God’s promises to families today will be fulfilled.
Making the Promise (Genesis 17:15-17)
Before the promise in these verses, God made another
promise to Abram. God promised to give him “many children”
(Genesis 17:2). The Lord also promised that Abram would “be
the father of many nations” (Genesis 17:4). As a sign of this
promise, God changed Abram’s name to Abraham.
Then God told Abraham to change Sarai’s name to Sarah.
The reason for this was Sarah would give birth to a son. And
through this son, she would become the mother of nations and
kings. The new name would be a sign of this promise.
This promise was a big surprise to Abraham. He could not
believe that a baby would be born to a man who was 100 years
old and a woman who also was very old. So Abraham laughed
about God’s promise. He asked God to let his son Ishmael be
the one through whom God’s promise would be fulfilled
21
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Things To
Think About
1. Can you think of a
promise of God that
could help your family?
2. Can you think of a
promise of God that
would be hard for you to
believe?
3. Why do family
members sometimes lie
to each other?
4. Think of a promise of
God that has been
fulfilled in the life of
your family.
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(Genesis 17:18).
According to God’s Word, God has given promises to all
who believe in Him. “Through His shining-greatness and
perfect life He has given us promises. These promises are of
great worth and no amount of money can buy them”
(2 Peter 1:4).
Some of these promises are hard to believe. For example,
one time a man brought his son to Jesus for healing. The boy
could not talk because a demon was in him. Jesus told him
that the boy could be healed if the father had faith to believe
it would happen. The man said, “ ‘Lord, I have faith. Help
my weak faith to be stronger!’ ” (Mark 9:24). Then Jesus
made the demon go out of the boy and the boy could talk. If
it is hard for someone to believe a promise of God, that
person should pray for faith to believe.
Making the Promise Again (Genesis 18:11-15)
Believing God’s promise was hard for Abraham and
Sarah. So the Lord visited them and made the promise again.
He told Abram that Sarah would give birth to a son one year
later.
Sarah was listening in the tent behind Abraham. When
Sarah heard these words, she laughed silently to herself. She
said to herself that this could not happen.
It was hard for Sarah to believe God’s promise because
both she and Abraham were very old. It was hard to believe
because she was past childbearing age. It would require a
miracle for Sarah to give birth to a baby.
Although Abraham could not see or hear Sarah laugh or
talk, the Lord knew what she had done. The Bible says,
“God knows your hearts” (Luke 16:15). God knows when
people do not believe His promises.
Sarah tried to lie to God because she was afraid. This was
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Sarah. This would help them to believe
God’s promises in the future.
When Isaac was eight days old,
Abraham did the religious act of the Jews
on Isaac. God had told Abraham to do
this when God promised the birth of
Isaac. “In this religious act the skin is cut
off from the end of the of your sex part”
(Genesis 17:11). This religious act was a
sign of the agreement between God and
Abraham and his descendants. It would
help them remember that they had agreed
to obey God’s laws and worship only the
Lord. If they do what God wants them to
do, He will do good to them.
When Sarah gave birth to Isaac, she
laughed again. Before she had laughed
because she did not believe God’s
promise. Now she laughed for joy that
God’s promise had been fulfilled.
God’s Word includes many promises
to families. For example, the Bible says,
“Bring up a child by teaching him the
way he should go, and when he is old he
will not turn away from it” (Proverbs
22:6). Parents should study these
promises and believe them. The promises
are a kind of agreement. They call for
families to do things God wants them to
do. And they promise that God will do
good things for families when they obey
His commands.

a big sin. In the early church in
Jerusalem, a man named Ananias and his
wife, Sapphira, lied to the Holy Spirit.
When they lied, they both fell dead (Acts
5:1-11).
Lying is a common sin today. Ninety
percent of all high school students in the
United States say that they cheat on tests.
Cheating is a kind of lying.
Sometimes family members lie to each
other. A certain man lied to his wife. He
told her he could read, but he could not.
Every day for eleven years he acted like
he was reading the newspaper for an
hour. He did this because he was afraid
his wife would not love him if she knew
he could not read. Finally, he confessed
this sin of lying to her. Lying to family
members can cause big problems.
Fulfilling the Promise
(Genesis 21:1-7)
The Lord caused Sarah and Abraham
to have a baby by a miracle. She gave
birth to a son “at the time the Lord said it
would happen” (verse 2).
Abraham gave the name Isaac to his
son. The name Isaac means “laughter.”
God had told Abraham to give his son
this name (Genesis 17:19). Maybe God
chose this name to remind Abraham and
Sarah that they had laughed at God’s
promise to give them a son through
23
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Genesis 21:1: Then the Lord visited
Sarah as He had said and did for her as
He had promised.
2: Sarah was able to have a child and she
gave birth to a son when Abraham was
very old. He was born at the time the
Lord said it would happen.
3: Abraham gave the name Isaac to his
son who born to him by Sarah.
4: Than Abraham did the religious act of
the Jews on Isaac when he was eight days
old, as God had told him to do.
5: Abraham was one hundred years old
when Isaac was born.
6: And Sarah said, “God has made me
laugh. All who hear will laugh with me.”
7: She said, “Who would have said to
Abraham that Sarah would nurse
children? Yet when he is so old I have
given him a son.”

Genesis 17:15-17;
18:11-15; 21:1-7
Genesis 17:15: Then God said to
Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, do not
call her name Sarai. But Sarah will be her
name.
16: And I will bring good to her. I will
give you a son by her. I will bring good
to her. And she will be the mother of
nations. Kings of many people will come
from her.”
17: Then Abraham fell on his face and
laughed. He said to himself, “Will a child
be born to a man who is 100 years old?”
Genesis 18:11: Now Abraham and Sarah
were old. They had lived many years.
The way of women had stopped for
Sarah.
12: So Sarah laughed to herself, saying,
“Will I have this joy after my husband
and I have grown old?”
13: Then the Lord said to Abraham,
“Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘How can
I give birth to a child when I am so old?’
14: Is anything too hard for the Lord? I
will return to you at this time next year,
and Sarah will have a son.”
15: But Sarah said, “I did not laugh,”
because she was afraid. And He said,
“No, but you did laugh.”
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Lesson
5
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 22:1-19

Memory Verse
“Good will come to
all the nations of the
earth by your children
and their children’s
children. Because you
have obeyed My
voice.”—Genesis
22:18
Word List
pagan: a person who
does not believe in the
true God
lightening: an electric
charge that comes out
of clouds
urgent: something
important that should
be dealt with quickly
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Lesson 5: God First or Family First?

God First or Family First?
John Wesley was a great English preacher. But he did not
have a good wife. Often she said bad things to him. She wanted
him to do things that God did not want him to do. So Wesley
had to decide whether he would do what he believed God
wanted him to do or what his wife wanted him to do.
Abraham also had to decide. Would he do what he believed
was best for his family or what God told him to do? Would
God or his family have first place in his life? In this lesson we
see how God tested Abraham in this matter. Abraham’s
experience can help us deal with this problem in our own lives.
Facing the Test (Genesis 22:1-2)
God told Abraham to take his son, Isaac, to the land of
Moriah. God would show Abraham a mountain where he must
give Isaac “as a burnt gift on the altar in worship.”
God knew that this would be a very hard command for
Abraham to obey. Abraham had sent his other son, Ishamael,
away with his mother, Hagar. So Isaac was the only son left.
God had promised that Abraham would have many descendants
through Isaac. And through these descendants, God would do
good to all nations. So how could God ask Abraham to kill
Isaac? This would be against the promise God made to
Abraham three times.
More than this, Abraham loved Isaac very much. Nothing
would be harder for Abraham than to kill his son. Every parent
knows how hard it would be for Abraham to pass this test.
Taking the Test (Genesis 22:3-10)
The next day after God spoke to Abraham, he got up early
in the morning. He got his donkey and some fire wood ready
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Things To
Think About
1. How has God tested
you about your family?
2. When God tested you,
did you pass the test? Did
you put God first?
3. What were the results
of your test?
4. In general, who has
first place in your life,
God or family?
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for the trip to Moriah. Why did he not get his servants to do
this work? Maybe he did not want to think about killing
Isaac. So he kept busy working.
It took nearly three days for Abraham, Isaac, and two
servants to reach Moriah. During that time Abraham must
have felt very bad about having to kill his son, Isaac. He was
facing a very hard test of his faith.
John Bunyan was an English preacher. Bunyan had to
take a hard test of his faith like Abraham. He was put in
prison because he preached the Good News about Jesus. He
was told that he would be let out of prison if he promised to
stop preaching. Bunyan’s family needed his care. Would he
put his family first or God first? This was the test he faced.
Bunyan chose to obey God’s command to preach.
Abraham and Isaac reached the top of Mount Moriah.
Abraham built an altar there. He put the wood on the altar.
He tied a rope around Isaac. Then he put Isaac on the altar.
Abraham was very old and weak. Isaac was young and
strong. Isaac could have run away. But he would not disobey
his father even if he died for it. Isaac’s faith was tested also.
Job was another man who passed God’s test. God
allowed Satan to do bad things to Job. Satan led some bad
people to steal Job’s cattle, donkeys, and camels. They killed
Job’s servants. Lightening killed all Job’s sheep and the
servants who watched over them. Then a strong wind blew
down the house where Job’s sons and daughters were eating.
They were killed. When Job heard about these bad things, he
said, “Without clothing I was born from my mother, and
without clothing I will return. The Lord gave and the Lord
has taken away. Praise the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21).
After this, Satan “made very bad sores come on Job from the
bottom of his foot to the top of his head” (Job 2:7). But Job
said, “Should we receive good from God and not receive
26
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A third result of the test was that God
gave His promise to Abraham again. He
would do good to Abraham. He would
give Abraham many descendants. And
through those descendants, good would
come to all the nations of the earth.
Adoniram Judson was a missionary to
Burma. He was put in prison by the
government of Burma. Some Jews in
Turkey heard about his great suffering for
Christ. This caused them to believe in
Jesus as Savior and Lord. Good came to
the Jews in Turkey through Judson.
God tests people today. Some people
are tested about money. Will they give
the gifts of money to the church that God
wants them to give? Or will they spend
the money on their family? Some people
are tested about their time. Will they use
their time serving the Lord as God
wants? Or will they spend this time
serving only their family?
This does not mean we are not to
provide for our family or to spend time
together. But we must remember that
everything we have belongs first to God.
We must let God show us how to wisely
use our time and money for ministry and
for family.
Will we put God first or family first?
When we put God first, it will be good
for our family.

trouble?” (Job 2:10).
Results of the Test (Genesis 22:11-19)
What were the results of the test of
Abraham’s faith? One result was that
Abraham did not have to kill his son as a
burnt gift to God. Just before Abraham
would have stabbed Isaac with a knife,
the angel of the Lord spoke to Abraham.
The Lord called Abraham’s name twice.
This showed that what God had to say to
Abraham was very urgent. He told
Abraham not to kill Isaac. God never
wanted Abraham to kill his son. He
wanted to test Abraham’s obedience.
God provided a ram for the burnt gift.
So Abraham named the place “The Lord
will give us what we need.” Whenever
people obey God, He gives them what
they need.
Another result of the test was that
Abraham’s faith became stronger. He
obeyed God even though it was very
hard. It would not be so hard to obey God
in other things.
The apostle Paul also had his faith
tested. He said, “I have been given
trouble in my body. It was sent by Satan
to hurt me. It keeps me from being proud”
(2 Corinthians 12:7). Paul’s faith became
stronger because of his trouble. When
God tests people today, their faith will be
strengthened if they pass the test.
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10: And Abraham put out his hand and
took the knife to kill his son.
11: But the angel of the Lord called to
him from heaven, and said, “Abraham!
Abraham1” And Abraham said, “Here I
am.”
12: The angel of the Lord said, “Do not
put out your hand against the boy. Do
nothing to him. For now I know that you
fear God. You have not kept from Me
your son, your only son.”
13: Then Abraham looked and saw a ram
behind him, with his horns caught in the
bushes. Abraham went and took the ram,
and gave him as a burnt gift instead of his
son.
14: Abraham gave that place the name
“The Lord will give us what we need.”
And it is said to this day, “On the
mountain of the Lord it will be given.”
15: The angel of the Lord called to
Abraham from heaven a second time.
16: He said, “I have promised by Myself,
says the Lord, because you have done
this and have not kept from Me your son,
your only son,
17: I will bring good to you. I will add
many to the number of your children and
all who come after them, like the stars of
the heavens and the sand beside the sea.
They will take over the cities of those
who hate them.
18: Good will come to all the nations of
the earth by your children and their
children’s children. Because you have
obeyed My voice.”
19: So Abraham returned to his young
men. And they got up and went with him
to Beersheba. Abraham made his home
there.

Genesis 22:1-19
1: Later God tested Abraham, and said to
him, “Abraham!” Abraham said, “Here I
am.”
2: God said, “Take now your son, your
only son, Isaac, whom you love. And go
to the land of Moriah. Give him as a
burnt gift on the altar in worship, on one
of the mountains I will show you.”
3: So Abraham got up early in the
morning and got his donkey ready. He
took two of his young men with him and
his son Isaac. He cut wood for the burnt
gift. And he went to the place where God
told him to go.
4: Abraham looked up on the third day
and saw the place far away.
5: He said to his young men, “Stay here
with the donkey. I and the boy will go to
that place and worship, and return to
you.”
6: Abraham took the wood for the burnt
gift and had Isaac carry it. He took in his
hand the fire and the knife. And the two
of them walked on together.
7: Then Isaac said to Abraham, “My
father!” Abraham answered, “Here I am,
my son.” Isaac said, “See, here is the fire
and the wood. But where is the lamb for
the burnt gift?”
8: Abraham said, “God will have for
Himself a lamb ready for the burnt gift,
my son.” So the two of them walked on
together.
9: Then they came to the place that God
told them about. Abraham built the altar
there, and set the wood in place. Then he
tied rope around his son Isaac, and laid
him upon the wood on the altar.
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Unit 2: Later Families

Lesson 6: Choosing Someone to Marry

UNIT 2
LATER FAMILIES

I

n Unit 1, we studied the family life of Israel’s first
family. In this unit, we will study the family life of
the children and grandchildren of the first family.
Children are influenced in their family life by their
parents. But their family life is not exactly like that of their
parents. Some of the problems they face are different. And
how they deal with their problems is usually different. Also
God may deal with them in different ways. This can help
us understand more about family life.
Lesson 6 tells about the marriage of Isaac, Abraham’s
son. It can help us know more about choosing someone to
marry. Lesson 7 tells how the sons of Isaac (Jacob and
Esau) became enemies. This can help us understand the
things that cause brothers and sisters to become enemies.
Lesson 8 shows how Jacob came to believe in the religion
of his parents. Through this study, we can understand how
children come to believe in their parents’ religion.

Dr. Albert W. Gammage, Jr., wrote lessons 6-8. He is an emeritus
missionary who served in Korea and the Philippines. Dr. Gammage is
a member of Lamar Baptist Church in Arlington, Texas.
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Lesson
6
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 24:37-48,
62-67
Memory Verse
“The Lord...will send
His angel with you to
make all go well.”
—Genesis 24:40
Word List
date: a period of time
when a young man
and woman get to
know each other as
they try to find the
person God wants
them to marry
fall in love: to begin
to love someone in a
romantic way

Unit 2: Later Families

Lesson 6: Choosing Someone to Marry

Choosing Someone to Marry
Many years ago, I was preaching in a church. A young
woman spoke to me after I finished preaching. She said she
liked what I preached. I found out that she was a Christian and
wanted to be a missionary. I too wanted to be a missionary. So
I asked her to date me. While we dated, we asked God to show
us whether He wanted us to get married. He showed us that he
wanted us to get married. We have had a happy married life.
Abraham wanted his son, Isaac, to get married. This was
necessary in order for Abraham to have descendants through
Isaac. So Abraham sent one of his servants to find a wife for
Isaac. The servant was sent to Abraham’s relatives in
Mesopotamia. This study can help us know how to choose
someone to marry.
Principles to Follow (Genesis 24:37-41)
In these verses, the servant is talking with the father and
brother of Rebekah. He is telling them why he would like for
Rebekah to marry Isaac. First, he tells them what Abraham, his
boss, told him to do. Abraham told him not to get a wife for
Isaac from the daughters of the Canaanites. He was to go to
Mesopotamia and get a wife for Isaac from among Abraham’s
relatives. The family of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, lived there.
The Canaanites did not worship the Lord. They worshipped
false gods. But the family of Abraham’s brother worshipped
the Lord. Abraham wanted Isaac to marry someone who
worshipped the Lord. So he sent his servant to find a wife for
Isaac from among his relatives.
The Bible teaches that Christians should marry only
Christians (1 Corinthians 7:39; 2 Corinthians 6:14-15). When
choosing someone to marry, one principle to follow is to look
for someone who has the same faith in Christ. People who are
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Things To
Think About
1. What problems often
are found in a marriage
of a Christian and a nonChristian?
2. What are some ways to
get God’s guidance in
choosing someone to
marry?
3. Do you think it is
better for parents or their
children to choose
someone for their
children to marry? Why?
4. Does God sometimes
want people from
different races to marry
each other?

Unit 2: Later Families

Lesson 6: Choosing Someone to Marry

believers in Christ can share this most important part of life
with each other. As the Apostle Paul said, “How can one
who has put his trust in Christ get along with one who has
not put his trust in Christ?” (2 Corinthians 6:15).
Olivie Langdon was a Christian. She married the famous
writer, Mark Twain. He did not believe in God. Right after
their marriage, they prayed at meals. They even read a
chapter from the Bible every day. But they soon stopped this
because Mark Twain did not like it. Her belief in God was
changed by her husband. After a few years, she no longer
had faith. If a Christian marries a non-Christian, the nonChristian can have a bad influence upon the Christian.
The second thing that Abraham told his servant was that
the Lord would send an angel with him. The angel would
guide him. This would “make all go well” (verse 40).
When a Christian is choosing someone to marry, he or
she should ask for God’s guidance. The Holy Spirit will
guide us. This is the second principle to follow when
choosing someone to marry. Jesus said, “The Holy Spirit is
coming. He will lead you into all truth” (John 16:13).
When my son and his girlfriend were dating, they prayed
that God would show them whether they should marry. They
took a test to see if their views about marriage were the same
or different. It showed that their views were almost all the
same. They asked their parents if they were in favor of the
marriage. They were in favor. Through these ways, God
showed them that they should marry.
Following the Principles (Genesis 24:42-48)
The servant followed the principles that Abraham had
told him. He asked Rebekah whose daughter she was. She
answered that she was the daughter of Bethuel, who was the
son of Milcah and Nahor. (Nahor was Abraham’s brother.)
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Abraham had told his servant to find a
wife for Isaac from among his relatives.
This was what the servant did. In this
way, Isaac would marry a woman who
worshipped the Lord.
The servant also followed the principle
of getting God’s guidance in choosing
someone for Isaac to marry. When he
arrived at Mesopotamia, he prayed for the
Lord to help him find a wife for Isaac.
The servant set forth a way for God to
show him the woman who should become
Isaac’s wife. He would ask the first girl
who came to draw water from the well for
a drink. If she gave him a drink and also
gave water to his camels, the servant
would know that the girl was the one the
Lord had chosen.
When this happened, the servant knew
the Lord led him to find Rebekah. The
servant became more certain when he
learned Rebekah was the granddaughter
of Nahor. So the servant worshiped the
Lord and gave thanks to Him.
Some people say they believe the
principles, but do not follow them. They
fall in love with an unbeliever and marry
the person even though they know it is
wrong. They think they can lead the
unbeliever to become a Christian. But
many times, this does not happen. Others
say they believe in getting God’s
guidance, but they do not do it.

Lesson 6: Choosing Someone to Marry

The Result (Genesis 24:62-67)
What was the result of following the
principles given by Abraham to his
servant? The servant asked the father and
brother of Rebekah if they would allow
Rebekah to marry Isaac. They answered,
“This thing comes from the Lord. We
cannot speak for or against it. See,
Rebekah is in front of you. Take her and
go. Let her be the wife of your boss’s
son, as the Lord has spoken” (Genesis
24:50-51).
Following the principles proved to
Rebekah’s father and brother that God
wanted Rebekah to marry Isaac. Also
Rebekah believed that God wanted her to
marry him (Genesis 24:58).
The servant told Isaac all that had
happened on his trip. This must have
helped Isaac to believe that God wanted
him to marry Rebekah. After they
married, Isaac loved Rebekah. This was
more proof that God wanted them to
marry each other.
Today a couple usually loves each
other before they get married. This is
what happened to Isaac’s son, Jacob. But
Christians still should follow these two
principles in choosing someone to marry.
First, they should marry only a
Christian. Second, they should ask God
to guide them to find the person He wants
them to marry.
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drink.’
46: And she was quick to take down her
jar from her shoulder. She said, ‘Drink,
and I will give water to your camels
also.’ So I drank and she gave water to
the camels also.
47: Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter
are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of
Bethuel the son of Milcah and Nahor.’
And I put the gold objects on her nose
and arms.
48: Then I bowed low and worshiped the
Lord. I gave honor and thanks to the
Lord, the God of my boss Abraham. For
He had led me in the right way to take the
daughter of my boss’s brother for his son.

Genesis 24:37-48, 62-67
Genesis 24:37: “My boss made me
promise, saying, ‘Do not take a wife for
my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites, in whose land I live.
38: But go to my father’s house, to those
of my family, and take a wife for my son
there.’
39: I said to my owner, ‘What if the
woman will not follow me?’
40: He said to me, ‘The Lord, Whom I
have always obeyed, will send His angel
with you to make all go well during your
visit there. You will take a wife for my
son from those of my family and from
my father’s house.
41: Then you will be free from your
promise to me. When you come to those
of my family, and if they do not give her
to you, then you will be free from your
promise to me.’
42: “So I came to the well today. I said,
‘O Lord, the God of my boss Abraham,
may all go well during my visit here.
43: See, I am standing by the well of
water. If I say to the girl who comes out
for water, “Let me drink a little water
from your jar,”
44: and she says, “You drink, and I will
get water for your camels also,” then let
her be the woman whom the Lord has
chosen for my boss’s son.’
45: Before I had finished speaking in my
heart, Rebekah came out with her jar on
her shoulder. She went down to the well
and got water. I asked her, ‘Let me

Genesis 24:62: Now Isaac had come
from Beer-lahairoi, and was living in the
Negev.
63: Isaac had gone out to pray in the field
in the evening. He looked up and saw that
camels were coming.
64: And Rebekah looked up and saw
Isaac. She got off the camel
65: and said to Abraham’s servant, “Who
is that man walking in the field to meet
us?” Abraham’s servant said, “He is my
boss.” So she took a cloth and covered
her face.
66: The servant told Isaac all the things
he had done.
67: Then Isaac brought Rebekah into his
mother Sarah’s tent, and she became his
wife. And he loved her. So Isaac found
comfort after his mother’s death.
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Lesson
7
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 25:21-24,
27-34; 27:22-29
Memory Verse
“May God give you
from heaven water on
the grass in the early
morning, and the
riches of the earth….”
—Genesis 27:28
Word List
birth-right: In Bible
times, the firstborn
son was given all the
family’s wealth and
honor when the father
died.
descendants: the
children birthed by a
husband and wife,
plus any children born
in future generations.
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Lesson 7: Brothers Who Are Enemies

Brothers Who Are Enemies
Have you ever known brothers or sisters who were enemies?
Often, little children fight with each other. But usually they
don’t fight when they grow older. If they fight when they are
adults, they may become enemies.
In our lesson today, we will study about two brothers who
became enemies. This study can help us understand some of the
causes of fighting between brothers and sisters. It shows us
how God’s purposes can be fulfilled even when brothers fight.
God had promised Abraham that he would have many
descendants. The descendants would become a great nation in
Canaan. And God would do good to all the nations of the earth
through him. In this lesson, we see that God chose Jacob, one
of Isaac’s sons, to help fulfill the promise to Abraham.
Parents Showing Favor (Genesis 25:21-24, 27-28)
After Isaac and Rebekah were married, they did not have
any children for 20 years. Isaac prayed that the Lord would
make it possible for Rebekah to give birth. God answered
Isaac’s prayer. Rebekah became pregnant. But the two babies
seemed to be fighting with each other within Rebekah. So she
asked the Lord why this was so. The Lord answered that the
two sons within her would become two nations. The nation of
the first-born son, Esau, would serve the nation of the secondborn son, Jacob. According to the Apostle Paul, God had
already chosen Jacob to be the one through whom He would
fulfill his promise to Abraham (Romans 9:10-11).
When Esau and Jacob became grown men, they were very
different. Esau was a “good hunter.” He liked to be outside. But
he was childish. He did not think deeply about things. On the
other hand, Jacob was a “man of peace.” He liked to stay at
home and work there. Jacob acted like a grown man. He
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Things To
Think About
1. Did your father or
mother show favor to one
child more than the
other? If so how did the
other children feel about
it?
2. Can you think of a
case in which children
sued each other in court
after the death of their
parents? If so, tell about
it.
3. Try to remember a lie
you told your parents as a
child. What was the
result?
4. What should parents
do if their children try to
fool them?
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thought deeply about things.
Isaac liked Esau more than Jacob. He showed Esau favor
because he liked to eat the meat of the animals Esau killed in
his hunting. But Rebekah liked Jacob better than Esau.
Maybe she liked Jacob because he helped her with her
housework. So she showed favor to Jacob.
For Isaac and Rebekah to show favor to one son more
than the other was not good. This helped to make their sons
become enemies. Some parents today show favor to one
child more than the others. When they do this, it can cause
bad feelings between the children. The children may become
jealous of each other. This can make them fight with one
another and become enemies.
Brothers Changing Places (Genesis 25:29-34)
Esau and Jacob were twins. But since Esau was born
first, he had the birth-right. The first-born son received all
that his father had. Also the father prayed that good would
come to the first-born son. He became the leader of the
father’s children.
Esau had been hunting. When he went home, he was very
hungry. Jacob was cooking some red meat. Esau asked Jacob
to let him eat some meat. But Jacob would not give any meat
to Esau. He wanted Esau to sell his birth-right to him for
the meat. Esau said he would do it. So Jacob made Esau
promise to give him his birth-right. After Esau promised,
Jacob gave him food to eat.
Jacob did a very bad thing. He was selfish in asking his
brother to sell his birth-right in order to eat Jacob’s food.
But Esau did a bad thing, too. He should not have sold his
birth-right. The Bible says, “Esau hated his birth-right”
(verse 34). He thought eating was more important than
becoming the leader of Abraham’s descendants.
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Jacob to get two young goats. Rebekah
cooked these for Isaac. She put the hairy
goat skins on Jacob’s hands and neck.
She told Jacob to fool Isaac so he would
think Jacob was Esau. Isaac would pray
for good to come to Jacob, not Esau.
Jacob put on Esau’s clothes and went
to see Isaac. Jacob said that he was Esau.
But Jacob’s voice did not sound like
Esau’s. So Isaac felt Jacob’s hands to see
if they were hairy like Esau’s. He smelled
Jacob’s clothes. Isaac was fooled. He
prayed for good to come to Jacob.
When Esau learned Jacob had fooled
Isaac, he was very mad. He planned to
kill Jacob after the death of Isaac.
Today, children fool their parents by
lying to them sometimes. They may lie in
order to get something good for them but
bad for their brothers and sisters. For
example, a child may lie and tell the
parents that another child started a fight.
Children fooling their parents can cause
big problems in the family.
Brothers and sisters should love each
other. If they become enemies, they will
be unhappy. To help children love each
other, parents should not favor one child.
Children should not try to get something
for themselves that belongs to a brother
or sister. And children should not fool
their parents. They should always tell
their parents the truth.

God’s Word says Esau forgot God:
“None of you should fall into sex sins or
forget God like Esau did. He had a right
to get all Isaac had because he was the
oldest son. But for one plate of food he
sold his right to his brother. You know
that later he would have received
everything. But he did not get it even
when he asked for it with tears. It was too
late to make right the wrong he had done”
(Hebrews 12:16-17).
God knew Esau would not make a
good leader of Abraham’s descendants.
So He planned for Jacob to become the
leader. God did not like the bad things
that Jacob and Esau did. But He used
these things to fulfill His promise to
Abraham.
Sometimes brothers and sisters try to
cheat other brothers or sisters. When their
father and mother die, the children may
fight over who gets their parents’ things.
Son Fools His Father (Genesis 27:22-29)
Isaac was old and blind. Before he
died, he wanted to pray for good to come
to Esau, his first-born. He must not have
known that Esau had sold his birth-right
to Jacob. Isaac told Esau to go hunting to
bring him some meat to eat.
Rebekah heard Isaac talking to Esau.
She wanted Isaac to pray for good to
come to Jacob, not Esau. So she told
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promise.” So Esau promised, and sold his
birth-right to Jacob.
34: Then Jacob gave Esau bread and
vegetables, and Esau ate and drank. Then
Esau stood up and went on his way. So
Esau hated his birth-right.

Genesis 25:21-24, 27-34; 27:22-29
Genesis 25:21: Isaac prayed to the Lord
for his wife, because she could not give
birth and the Lord answered him.
Rebekah was able to give birth.
22: But the babies within her fought
together. And she said, “If this is so, why
am I like this?” She went to ask the Lord
why.
23: The Lord said to her, “Two nations
are within you. Two peoples will be
divided from your body. One will be
stronger than the other. And the older
will serve the younger.”
24: When the day came for her to give
birth, there were two babies to be born.

Genesis 27:22: So Jacob came near his
father Isaac. Isaac touched him, and said,
“The voice is Jacob’s voice. But the
hands are Esau’s hands.”
23: He did not know who he was,
because his hands were covered with hair
like his brother Esau’s hands. So Isaac
prayed that good would come to him.
24: Isaac said, “Is it true that you are my
son Esau?” Jacob answered, “I am.”
25: So Isaac said, “Bring it to me so I
may eat the meat my son has made ready.
And I will pray that good will come to
you.” He brought it to him, and he ate.
He brought him wine also, and he drank.
26: Then his father Isaac said to him,
“Come near and kiss me, my son.”
27: So Jacob came near and kissed him.
He said, “The smell of my son is like the
smell of a field that has received good
from the Lord.
28: May God give you from heaven
water on the grass in the early morning,
and the riches of the earth, and more than
enough grain and new wine.
29: May nations serve you, and the
people bow down in front of you. Be the
ruler of your brothers. May your mother’s
sons bow down in front of you. Cursed be
those who curse you, and may good come
to those who honor you.

Genesis 25:27: When the boys grew
older, Esau became a good hunter, a man
of the field. But Jacob was a man of
peace, living in tents.
28: Isaac showed favor to Esau, because
he liked to eat the meat of the animals
Esau killed. But Rebekah showed favor
to Jacob.
29: As Jacob was getting food ready one
day, Esau came in from the field and was
very hungry.
30: Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some
of that red meat, for I am very hungry.”
That is why his name was called Edom.
31: But Jacob said, “First, sell me your
birth-right.”
32: Esau said, “See I am about to die. So
what good is my birth-right to me?”
33: Jacob said, “First give me your
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Lesson
8
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 28:10-22,
35:9-15
Memory Verse:
“See, I am with you. I
will care for you
everywhere you go.
And I will bring you
again to this land. For
I will not leave you
until I have done all
the things I promised
you.”—Genesis 28:15
Word List
baptize: to dip a
person under water to
show that they have
turned away from sin
to trust in God
punish: to do
something to a person
who has done
something bad
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Children and
Their Parents’ Religion
I was born and raised in a Christian family. My family took
me to church from the time I was a baby. My grandfather was
pastor of the church. As a child, I thought I was a Christian.
When I was eight years old, I told my mother that I wanted to
be baptized. She told me to talk with my grandfather.
My grandfather told me that I was not yet a Christian. And
he told me what I must do to become a true Christian. He said
I must admit I had sinned against God. Then I must turn away
from a life of sin and trust in Jesus Christ as the one to save me
from the power and punishment of my sins.
I decided to do this. Then I came to know God as my
spiritual Father. My parents’ religion became my own.
In this lesson, we will study Jacob. We will see how he
came to know the God of his grandfather, Abraham, and his
father, Isaac. This can help us understand how people can get
the religion of their parents.
Meeting God (Genesis 28:10-17)
Jacob’s mother, Rebekah, knew her older son, Esau,
planned to kill her younger son, Jacob. She told her husband,
Isaac, to send Jacob to find a wife in Haran. Rebekah’s brother,
Laban, lived in Haran. So Jacob left his parents’ home.
During his trip, Jacob had a dream one night. He dreamed
that there were steps “going up from the earth to heaven.”
Angels were going up and down the stairs. The Lord stood
above them. This showed that God had power over everyone.
The Lord told Jacob that He was the God of Abraham and
Isaac, Jacob’s grandfather and father. Up to that time, Jacob did
not know God personally. Then the Lord made the same
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testimony: to tell other
people about something
you know personally
tithe: to give a tenth part
of what you earn to God
Things To
Think About
1. Do you know someone
who met God in a dream?
2. Why do you think
some people are baptized
without meeting God?
3. Do you worship God,
tell others about meeting
Him, and give Him a
tenth part of your
income?
4. Do you meet God each
day by praying to Him
and reading His word?
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promises to Jacob that He had made to Abraham and Isaac.
He would give the land of Canaan to Jacob and his
descendants. Jacob would have many descendants. And
good would come to all the peoples of the earth because of
Jacob and his descendants. God also promised to care for
Jacob on the trip and bring him back to Canaan.
How did Jacob feel after he woke up from sleep? For one
thing, he was surprised to meet the Lord in that place. He
thought the Lord was only with Isaac. Sometimes people
meet God in places they do not expect him to be. They may
expect him to be only in religious places like church.
Also Jacob was afraid. Maybe he was afraid that God
would punish him for getting his brother’s birth-right and
deceiving his father. Some people are afraid to meet God
because of their sins. They are afraid that God will punish
them. They do not know that God will forgive the sins of
people who turn away from their sins and trust in him.
When I was eight years old, I was baptized. At the same
time, my friend was baptized. Like me, he was raised in a
Christian home. But he had never really met God. He did not
get the true religion of his parents before being baptized.
When he became older, he lived a very sinful life.
Some people today are like him. They follow the
religious activities of their parents. But they never meet God
and get to know Him.
What to Do (Genesis 28:18-22)
What did Jacob do after he met God through a dream?
First, he worshipped God. He set up a tall stone as a place of
worship. He poured oil on it as a sacrifice. He named the
place Bethel. This means “house of God.” These things
helped Jacob to remember that he had met God at that place.
After this, Jacob made a promise. He said if the Lord
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Meeting God Again (Genesis 35:9-15)
God kept His promise to care for
Jacob on his trip to find a wife. Jacob
went to the family of Rebekah’s brother,
Laban, in Haran. He worked for Laban a
long time. He married two of Laban’s
daughters, Leah and Rachel. He also
married two servants, Bilhah and Zilpah.
He had twelve sons and one daughter.
When Jacob returned to Canaan, he
again stopped at Bethel. God showed
Himself again to Jacob and brought good
to him. He gave Jacob a new name,
Israel. Later, Israel became the name of
the nation of Jacob’s descendants. God
again promised Jacob that nations and
kings would come from him. He also
promised that He would give the land of
Canaan to Jacob and his descendants.
Meeting God again made Jacob’s faith
stronger. He worshipped God again.
People today need to meet God many
times. We need to meet Him the first
time to know Him. When we trust in
Jesus, God will take away the sin that
separates us from Him. Then we need to
meet Him many times for Him to tell us
how we should live. We can meet Him at
our church. In this way, people can get
the religion of Christian parents. And we
can meet God each day by prayer and
reading the Word of God.

would care for him on his trip, he would
take the Lord to be his God. He would
give the Lord a tenth part of all the things
that God gave him. This probably means
that he would give these things as a
sacrifice to the Lord.
After people meet God, they should
worship him. Also they should remember
this important time. One way to
remember it is to tell others about it. This
is called a testimony.
When people accept Jesus as their
Lord, they should give at least a tenth (or
tithe) of their income to the Lord through
His church. God has promised that He
will meet the needs of those who obey
His order to give a tithe.
“ ‘Bring the tenth part into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My
house. Test Me in this,’ says the Lord of
All. ‘See if I will not open the windows
of heaven and pour out good things for
you until there is no more need’ ”
(Malachi 3:10).
There is a story about a woman who
gave a tenth to God. When she became
old, she could not work any more. She
had no way to get what she needed. But
just at the time she stopped working, the
company decided to give some money to
its old workers. She got money every
month from the company. God kept His
promise to meet her needs.
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oil on the top of it.
19: He gave that place the name Bethel.
Its name had been Luz before.
20: Then Jacob made a promise. He said,
“If God will be with me and take care of
me as I go, and if He will give me food to
eat and clothes to wear,
21: so that I return in peace to my
father’s house, then the Lord will be my
God.
22: I have set up this stone as a pillar to
be God’s house. And I will give You a
tenth part of all You give to me.”

Genesis 28:10-22; 35:9-15
Genesis 28:10: Jacob left Beersheba and
went toward Haran.
11: He came to a certain place and stayed
the night there, because the sun had gone
down. He took one of the stones there
and put it under his head for a pillow.
12: And he had a dream. He saw steps
going up from the earth to heaven. He
saw the angels of God going up and
down these steps.
13: And he saw the Lord standing above
them. He said, “I am the Lord, the God of
your father Abraham, and the God of
Isaac. I will give to you and your children
after you the land where you are lying.
14: They will be like the dust of the
earth. You will spread out to the west and
the east and the north and the south.
Good will come to all the families of the
earth because of you and your children.
15: See, I am with you. I will care for
you everywhere you go. And I will bring
you again to this land. For I will not leave
you until I have done all the things I
promised you.”
16: Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and
said, “For sure the Lord is in this place
and I did not know it.”
17: He was afraid and said, “This place is
so different! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven.”
18: So Jacob got up early in the morning.
He took the stone he had used as a
pillow, and set it up as a pillar. He poured

Genesis 35:9: When Jacob came from
Paddan-aram, God showed Himself to
him again and brought good to him.
10: God said to him, “Your name is
Jacob. You will not be called Jacob any
longer, but Israel will be your name.” So
his name was Israel.
11: Then God said to him, “I am the Allpowerful God. Have many children and
add to your number. A nation and a group
of nations will come from you. Kings
will come from you.
12: I will give you the land which I gave
to Abraham and Isaac. This land I will
give to your children and their children’s
children after you.”
13: Then God went up from him in the
place where He had spoken with him.
14: Jacob set up a pillar of stone in the
place where He had spoken with him.
And he poured a drink offering and also
oil on it.
15: So Jacob gave the place where God
had spoken with him the name Bethel.
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UNIT 3
DREAMS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Adult Bible Study in Basic English

UNIT 3:
DREAMS AND
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Lesson 9:
Where Dreams May Lead
Genesis 37:3-12, 18-28
Lesson 10:
When Temptation Comes
Genesis 39:1-20
Lesson 11:
How Success Occurs
Genesis 41:15-16, 25-45,
53-57
Lesson 12:
When Families
Get Together
Genesis 42:6-8; 44:14-34;
45:1-5
Lesson 13:
What It All Means
Genesis 45:4-15; 50:15-21

I

n Korea, a young pastor named Ahn wanted to start a
growing church. He decided to start a church in an
apartment complex and to name it Strategy Baptist
Church. He rented space above a store for several years.
The church saved money for land. Later, they built a
church with underground parking. The church is now
named Sam Ho Baptist Church (like the apartment complex
name). The church has more than 7,000 members. Ahn
started with a dream. God helped him make it come true.
It is good to follow your dreams if they are part of
God’s will. Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, and he had
dreams from God. But the path to success was long and
hard. His brothers hated him and sold him into slavery
(lesson 9). After Potiphar’s wife tempted him, he was sent
to prison (lesson 10). Pharaoh, the king, made him a rich
ruler (lesson 11). His brothers came for food and bowed
before him (lesson 12). Finally, there is forgiveness when
the family came together and came to know God’s plan
(lesson 13).
Joseph and his family can teach us to forgive and to
follow God’s plan.
Don C. Jones wrote lessons 9-13. He and his wife, Nita, served as
missionaries to South Korea for 37 years with the International
Mission Board, SBC. They graduated from Howard Payne University
and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. They are now retired
and live in Grand Prairie, Texas. They are members of Inglewood
Baptist Church. Don teaches a Sunday School class. He is in the North
Central Group of the Singing Men of Texas. Their two grown children,
Preston and Elizabeth, live in Texas with their families.
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Lesson
9
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 37:3-12,
18-28
Memory Verse
“Then Joseph said to
them, ‘Do not the
meanings of dreams
belong to God?’ ”
—Genesis 40:8b
Word List
accomplishments:
important work that is
finished
deceiver: one who
tries to trick or cheat
others
descendents: the
children, grandchildren, greatgrandchildren, etc.,
who are born to a man
and woman
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Where Dreams May Lead
Jacob and his four wives had birthed 12 sons and one
daughter. Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, but his brothers did
not like him. The problem started with their father. Jacob’s
name meant deceiver. He had deceived his brother (Esau) and
his father (Isaac) to receive God’s special blessing (birth-right).
Later, Jacob’s father-in-law, Laban, deceived him. Jacob
worked for Laban for 14 years to earn the right to marry
Laban’s daughters, Leah and Rachel.
Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah. He loved Rachel’s two
sons more than Leah’s 10 sons. Rachel’s sons were Joseph and
Benjamin. They were the youngest of Jacob’s sons. Rachel died
while giving birth to Benjamin.
The older brothers knew their father loved Joseph best.
They hated Joseph. Jacob gave Joseph a beautiful, long coat
made with many colors. The brothers hated Joseph even more.
He looked like a prince. He certainly couldn’t work in that coat.
Trouble comes when parents show more love to one child than
another.
Joseph told his father that two of his brothers had done
something bad. They became very angry (Genesis 37:2). It is
good to tell the truth, but sometimes the truth hurts.
The Dreamer Tells His Dreams (Genesis 37:3-11)
Joseph told his brothers about two special dreams. The first
dream was about gathering grain. All of the brothers were
gathering grain into bundles. Joseph’s bundle stood up, and all
the other bundles bowed down to it. The brothers said, “Are
you going to be our king?” (verse 8).
In Joseph’s second dream, the sun and the moon and 11
stars bowed down to Joseph. This time, Jacob asked Joseph
what this dream meant. Did it mean his whole family would
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Ishmaelites: Non-Jews
who were descendents of
Abraham through his son,
Ishmael
reveal: to make
something known that
was hidden

Things To
Think About
1. Is it important for
parents to be fair with all
their children?
2. How can a family deal
with anger and jealousy
among their children?
3. Is it possible for God
to speak through dreams
today?
4. Does God still choose
special people for special
tasks?
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bow down before him? The brothers were angry again. But
his father “thought about what he had said” (verse 11).
Joseph was speaking the truth. But he did not understand
how his brothers felt.
God was using dreams to reveal some of His plans for
the future. He had great plans to use Joseph to save his
people and the people of Egypt. But Joseph was just 17
years old. His family could not imagine him being used by
God for great things.
Missionary Lucy Wagner worked in Korea. She asked a
group of children, “If God tells you that He wants you to be
His missionary, what will you answer?” One boy raised his
hand and stood up. He said, “I would say, ‘Yes.’ ” That boy
was named Choi, Sang Guen. He grew up to become the first
foreign missionary for Korea Baptists. God planned great
things for that boy.
The Results of Anger (Genesis 37:12-22)
The older brothers cared for their father’s sheep in
Shechem. Jacob sent Joseph to see if all was well. Joseph
went first to Shechem and then followed them to Dothan.
This was in a part of Palestine that later became Samaria,
north of Judah and south of Galilee.
His brothers saw him coming from far off. They decided
to get rid of “the dreamer.” Some wanted to kill him and
throw his body into a pit. Reuben did not want to kill him.
He suggested that they put him into a pit where he could not
escape. Reuben was the oldest son and wanted to return
Joseph safely to their father.
The brothers’ anger grew so big that they wanted to kill
their own brother. It is important for parents to be fair with
all their children. Families must talk with each other and
learn to forgive.
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The Dreamer Disappears
(Genesis 37:23-28)
The brothers tore off Joseph’s
beautiful coat. They put him into a pit
with no water. Then they sat down to eat.
While eating, they saw some Ishmaelite
traders passing by on their camels. The
traders were going to Egypt to sell their
goods. Judah suggested that they sell
Joseph to the passing traders. They sold
Joseph for 20 pieces of silver. They
planned to tell their father that wild beasts
had killed him.

Lesson 9: Where Dreams May Lead

Genesis 37:3-12, 18-28
Genesis 37:3: Now Israel loved Joseph
more than all his sons, because Joseph
was born when he was an old man. And
Israel made him a long coat of many
colors.
4: His brothers saw that their father loved
him more than all his brothers. So they
hated Joseph and could not speak a kind
word to him.
5: Then Joseph had a dream. When he
told it to his brothers, they hated him
even more.

Looking Ahead
Reuben had wanted to save Joseph’s
life. He showed his concern again in
Genesis 42:22. Also Judah had suggested
selling Joseph instead of killing him.
Judah showed concern for their father in
Genesis 44:16-34. Later in the story, we
find that the brothers did bow to Joseph in
Egypt. It was just like Joseph’s dream.
But Joseph did not make them his
servants (Genesis 50:18-19).

6: He said to them, “Listen to the dream
that I have had.
7: We were gathering grain in the field.
My bundle of grain stood up. Your
bundles of grain gathered around it and
bowed down to my bundle.”
8: Then his brothers said to him, “Are
you going to be our king? Are you going
to rule over us?” So they hated him even
more for his dreams and for what he said.
9: Then he had another dream, and he
told it to his brothers. He said, “I have
had another dream. The sun and the
moon and eleven stars were bowing
down to me.”
10: He told it to his father and to his
brothers. His father spoke sharp words to
him, saying, “What is this dream you
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have had? Will I and your mother and
brothers come to bow ourselves down to
the ground in front of you?”

Lesson 9: Where Dreams May Lead

into the hole. The hole was empty and
had no water in it.
25: Then they sat down to eat. When they
looked up, they saw a group of
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. They
were taking spices and perfumes on their
camels to Egypt.

11: Joseph’s brothers were jealous of
him. But his father thought about what he
said.
12: Then his brothers went to feed their
father’s flock in Shechem.

26: Judah said to his brothers, “What do
we get by killing our brother and
covering his blood?

Genesis 37:18: When they saw him far
away, before he came near them, they
made plans to kill him.
19: They said to one another, “Here
comes this dreamer!

27: Come, let us sell him to the
Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him.
For he is our brother, our own flesh.”
And his brothers listened to him.

20: Now come and let us kill him and
throw him into one of the deep holes.
Then we will say that a wild animal ate
him. And we will see what becomes of
his dreams!”

28: Some Midianite traders were passing
by. So the brothers pulled Joseph up out
of the hole. And they sold him to the
Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver,
and they took Joseph to Egypt.

21: But Reuben heard this and saved him
from their hands, saying, “Let us not kill
him.”
22: Reuben then said, “Do not put him to
death. Throw him into this hole here in
the place where no people live. But do
not lay a hand on him.” He wanted to be
able to save Joseph and return him to his
father.
23: So when Joseph came to his brothers,
they tore off his coat, the coat of many
colors that he was wearing.
24: And they took him and threw him
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Lesson
10
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 39:1-21
Memory Verse
“How then could I do
this sinful thing, and
sin against God?”—
Genesis 39:9b
Word List
accuse: to say that
someone is guilty of
doing something
wrong
bless: God’s giving of
good things to His
children
persecuted: punished
because of one’s faith
in God
pharaoh: the king of
Egypt
possessions: things
that one owns, his
belongings
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When Temptation Comes
When his brothers sold Joseph, the traders took him to
Egypt to sell him as a slave. Joseph carried nothing with him.
Even his beautiful coat was destroyed. He only had his
memories of home and of his father’s God. He also had an
honest heart. He wanted to be faithful to God’s teachings.
Joseph was far from his home. But God was with him. God’s
name is mentioned nine times in this chapter.
In Potiphar’s House (Genesis 39:1-6a)
Joseph was sold to an Egyptian man named Potiphar, a high
officer in charge of guarding Pharoah’s house. Some might
call it luck. But the Bible says, “The Lord was with Joseph”
(verse 2). Joseph worked hard and did everything well.
Potiphar was impressed. He put Joseph in charge of his whole
house and all of his possessions.
Even today, bosses are pleased with workers who are
pleasant, honest, and hard working. But Joseph had something
extra. He worked hard to please his boss. But he also was
working to please God. God blessed everything that Joseph
did.
Is it possible to serve God by working hard at your job?
Will God bless you if you work honestly and give God the
glory?
Temptation Comes (Genesis 39:6b-12)
Joseph was in charge of everything in Potiphar’s house,
except for his wife. It is possible that Potiphar was rather old,
and that his wife was much younger. Joseph was young and
“strong and good-looking” (verse 6). One day, Potiphar’s wife
came to Joseph and said, “Lie with me” (verse 7).
Joseph refused for two reasons. He wanted to be faithful to
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Things To
Think About
1. If we go far from home
to another land, will God
be there, too?
2. Are honesty and truth
important as we try to
live for God?
3. What should we
remember when we are
tempted to do wrong?
4. Can a person in prison
know God?
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Potiphar, who trusted him with everything. He also wanted
to be faithful to God. He said, “How then can I do this sinful
thing, and sin against God?” (verse 9).
What about sin today? Often, our sin may hurt another
person. But our sin is always against God, too.
Potiphar’s wife kept coming to him day by day, tempting
him. But he didn’t listen to her. One day, she caught him by
his coat, and he ran, leaving his coat in her hand.
Perhaps we think Joseph was unwise to leave his coat,
since she used it to accuse him to the other servants and to
her husband. But sometimes the best way to deal with
temptation is to run away. (See 2 Timothy 2:22.)
What can we learn from Joseph about how to deal with
temptation? What Scripture verses can help us when we face
temptation? (See 1 Corinthians 10:13 and James 4:7-8.)
Results of Obedience (Genesis 39:13-21)
It seems that bad things happened to Joseph because he
obeyed God. First, Potiphar’s wife was angry with him. She
falsely accused him of attacking her. He was put in prison
because of her story.
We can wonder if Potiphar really believed his wife or
not. The Bible says Potiphar was very angry and put Joseph
in prison with the king’s prisoners. But the Bible does not
say Joseph was beaten or suffered any other punishment. Do
you think it is always better to obey God? Or is it sometimes
better to disobey?
It certainly doesn’t seem good that Joseph was put
into prison. But God’s Word says, “The Lord was with
Joseph, and showed him kindness” (verse 21). Even though
Joseph went to prison, God was still in control. God still had
a plan for Joseph’s life. God would use Joseph even in
prison.
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Genesis 39:1-21

Mrs. Han was a pastor’s wife in
Korea. She was put in prison because of a
deadly fire which killed several children
in the church day care center. She wanted
to witness about Jesus, but was told that
she could not. One night, a woman who
had persecuted her was moaning in her
sleep because of boils. (Boils are painful
sores on a person’s body.) Mrs. Han
heard her moaning and prayed for the
woman. She went to the woman to kneel
by her bed and pray. The next morning,
the woman praised God and accepted
Christ as her Savior. Six months later,
more than 200 prisoners had accepted
Christ. The spirit in the prison was greatly
improved. When Mrs. Han was released
from prison, the jailers bowed deeply to
her. They said, “Please come back and
continue your wonderful work.” Mrs. Han
still visits that prison to witness and
minister for Jesus.
King David wrote in the Psalms that
God is our shepherd. “Even if I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will not be afraid of anything, because
You are with me” (Psalm 23:4). God was
guiding Joseph even though he was in
prison. God guided Mrs. Han. And God
guides us when we obey Him.

1: Now Joseph had been taken down to
Egypt by the Ishmaelites. And Potiphar,
an Egyptian leader, the head of the
soldiers of Pharoah’s house, bought him
from the Ishmaelites.
2: The Lord was with Joseph, and all
went well with him. He was in the house
of his boss the Egyptian.
3: Now his boss saw that the Lord was
with him. He saw how the Lord made all
that Joseph did go well.
4: So Joseph found favor in his eyes, and
worked only for him. Potiphar made him
the one to watch over his house and take
care of all that he owned.
5: And from the time that he watched
over his house and all he owned, the Lord
brought good to the Egyptian’s house
because of Joseph. The Lord brought
good upon all that he owned in the house
and in the field.
6: So he put all he owned in Joseph’s
care. Having Joseph near, he did not need
to think about anything but the food he
ate. Now Joseph was strong and goodlooking.
7: The time came when his boss’s wife
saw him, and she said, “Lie with me.”
8: But he would not do it. He said to his
boss’s wife, “See, with me near, my boss
does not worry about anything in the
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and her words, “This is what your servant
did to me,” he because very angry.
20: So Joseph’s boss took him and put
him in prison, the place where the men
who did wrong against the king were put
in chains. So there he was in prison.
21: But the Lord was with Joseph, and
showed him kindness. He gave him favor
in the eyes of the man who watched over
the prison.

house. He has put all he owns in my care.
9: There is no one more important in this
house than I. And he has held nothing
from me except you, because you are his
wife. How then could I do this sinful
thing, and sin against God?”
10: She spoke to Joseph day after day.
But he did not listen to her. He would not
lie with her or be with her.
11: Then one day Joseph went into the
house to do his work. None of the men of
the house were inside.
12: She caught him by his coat, saying,
“Lie with me!” But he ran out of the
house leaving the coat in her hand.
13: When she saw that he had left his
coat in her hand and had run out of the
house,
14: she called the men of her house. And
she said to them, “See, this Hebrew has
been brought to us to make fun of us. He
came in to lie with me, and I cried out
with a loud voice.
15: When he heard my loud cry, he left
his coat with me and ran outside.”
16: She kept his coat with her until his
boss came home.
17: Then she told him the same story,
saying, “The Hebrew servant whom you
brought to us came to me to lie with me.
18: But when I called out in a loud voice,
he left his coat with me and ran outside.”
19: When his boss heard his wife’s story
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Lesson
11
Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 41:15-16,
25-45, 53-57

Memory Verse
“So Pharaoh said to
Joseph, ‘Because God
has shown you all
this, there is no one as
understanding and
wise as you are….
See I have put you in
power over all the
land of Egypt.’ ”
—Genesis 41:39, 41

Word List
famine: a time of no
rain, few crops, and
much hunger
similar: not the same,
but much alike
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How Success Occurs
When Joseph was put into prison, he could have become
very sad. But whatever happened in Joseph’s life, he always
stayed faithful to God. Like Potiphar, the jailer put Joseph in
charge of everything. Joseph even helped two important
prisoners to understand their dreams. And the day came when
God put Joseph in a new place.
Joseph Meets Pharaoh (Genesis 41:15-16)
After Joseph had been in prison for two years, Pharaoh
(Egypt’s king) had two dreams that puzzled him very much.
The two dreams were different, but similar in some ways. He
asked all the wise men of his land to help him understand the
dreams. No one could help him. Then his head cupbearer
remembered about Joseph in prison. He told Pharaoh how
Joseph had explained his dream, and how the dream had come
true. They sent for Joseph. Joseph bathed, shaved, and put on
clean clothes. He had waited for two years. When his
opportunity came, he was ready.
Pharaoh told Joseph about his dreams. No one could explain
them. Pharaoh had heard that Joseph could explain dreams.
Joseph said that he could not explain dreams by himself, but
with God’s help. Joseph’s answer shows us that he was still in
touch with God. He said clearly that the power to explain
dreams belonged to God. Then he showed his faith by saying,
“God will give Pharaoh a good answer” (verse 16).
Dreams Explained (Genesis 41:25-32)
Pharaoh told Joseph about his two dreams. One was about
seven healthy cows that were eaten by seven thin and unhealthy
cows. The other dream was about seven healthy heads of grain
which were eaten by seven small, dry heads of grain.
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opportunity: a favorable
time, a chance to do
something
understanding: insight,
awareness, knowledge

Things To
Think About
1. Is it important that
Joseph bathed, shaved
and put on clean clothes
before he went to see
Pharaoh?
2. Is it important that
Joseph kept on working
hard while he was in
prison?
3. Is it important that
Joseph gave God all the
credit for explaining
dreams?
4. Why was Joseph
successful?
5. Do you believe that
God has a plan for your
life?
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Joseph told Pharaoh that both dreams had the same
meaning. God was showing Pharaoh what was going to
happen in his country. Seven years of wonderful harvests
would be followed by seven years of famine. God gave two
dreams to show that the message was from Him and that the
seven good years would begin soon (verse 32).
Joseph suggested that Pharaoh choose a man “who is
understanding and wise” (verse 33). Pharaoh saw that God
showed Joseph how to explain the dreams. Pharoah decided
there could be no one else more understanding and wise
than Joseph. He made Joseph the governor of Egypt. Only
Pharoah was more powerful than Joseph. Pharoah gave
Joseph fine clothes, a special ring, and a new name. He also
gave Joseph a wife, the daughter of an Egyptian priest. In
only a few days, Joseph was changed from prisoner to
governor of the land of Egypt.
This may seem like a sudden happening. But we can see
a pattern in Joseph’s life. It began when he was a boy. He
had gotten his faith and his character from his family. He
had learned about people from the treatment he received
from his brothers, the traders, and the people of Egypt. He
had endured hard times, but his faith remained strong. He
knew that God had a purpose for his life. He must remain
faithful to God above all else.
In Korea, Billy Kim started working as a houseboy for a
unit of the United States Army. One of the soldiers took a
great interest in him. He promised to help Billy get an
education in America. In 1973, Billy interpreted in Korea for
Dr. Billy Graham in the Korea Crusade. Now Dr. Billy Kim
pastors a very large Baptist church in Suwon, Korea. He is
president of the Baptist World Alliance. Small beginnings
can lead to large deeds. Especially when God is making it
happen.
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Genesis 41:15-16, 25-45, 53-57

Dreams Fulfilled (Genesis 41:53-57)
Joseph succeeded in carrying out what
he had suggested to Pharaoh. During the
seven years with good harvests, Joseph
built great storage places in the cities. He
gathered large amounts of food from the
harvests. When the years of famine
began, the people cried out for food.
Joseph sold the food to the Egyptians and
also to people from other nearby nations.
During the years of good harvests,
Joseph’s wife bore him two sons. He
named the first son, Manasseh. His name
meant “to forget.” Joseph said, “God has
made me forget all my troubles and all
those of my father’s house” (verse 51).
Perhaps his son would now fill the
loneliness that Joseph had for his father’s
family. His second son was named
Ephraim, meaning fruitfulness. Joseph
said, “God has given me children in the
land of my suffering” (verse 52).
Joseph became rich and powerful. But
he was still separated from his father and
brothers. He remembered the strange
dreams that he had as a boy. He had
dreamed that his brothers and his family
would bow to him. Those dreams had not
come true. But God had not forgotten.
And even Joseph would be amazed at
what was in God’s plan.

Genesis 41:15: Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“I have had a dream. But no one can tell
me what it means. I have heard it said
that you are able to hear a dream and tell
what it means.”
16: Joseph answered Pharaoh, “Not by
myself. God will give Pharaoh a good
answer.”
Genesis 41:25: Joseph said to Pharaoh,
“Pharaoh’s dreams are one and the same.
God has shown Pharaoh what He is about
to do.
26: The seven good cows are seven
years. And the seven good heads of grain
are seven years. The dreams are one and
the same.
27: The seven bad looking cows that are
thin that came up after them are seven
years. And the seven small heads of grain
made dry by the east wind mean seven
years without food.
28: It is as I have said to Pharaoh. God
has shown Pharaoh what He is about to
do.
29: Seven years are coming when there
will be much food in all the land of
Egypt.
30: But after them will come seven years
when there will be no food. The time of
much food will be forgotten in the land of
Egypt. The time of no food will destroy
the land.
31: The time without food will be so hard
that no one in the land will remember
when they had much.
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hand, and put it on Joseph’s hand. He
dressed him in clothes of fine cloth. He
put a gold chain around his neck.
43: He had him travel in his second
wagon of honor. And they called out in
front of him, “Bow down!” Pharaoh put
him in power over all the land of Egypt.
44: Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am
Pharaoh. But unless it is your will, no one
will raise his hand or foot in all the land
of Egypt.”
45: Then Pharaoh gave Joseph the name of
Zaphenath-paneah. He gave him for a wife
Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera who
was the religious leader of On. So Joseph
went out through the land of Egypt.

32: That the dream was sent twice to
Pharaoh shows that what will happen is
planned by God. And God will make it
happen soon.
33: “So now let Pharaoh look for a man
who is understanding and wise. Let the
land of Egypt be put into his care.
34: Let Pharaoh take action to choose
men to watch over the land. And let him
take a fifth part of the food of the land of
Egypt during the seven years of much
food.
35: Let them gather all the food of these
good years that are coming. Have them
store the grain under the power of
Pharaoh, to be used as food in the cities.
And let them keep it safe.
36: This food will be kept for the people
to eat during the seven years of no food
that will come upon the land of Egypt.
This way the land will not be destroyed
during the time without food.”
37: The plan pleased Pharaoh and all his
servants.
38: Then Pharaoh said to his servants,
“Can we find a man like this, who has in
him the Spirit of God?”
39: So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Because
God has shown you all this, there is no
one as understanding and wise as you are.
40: My house will be put in your care. And
all my people will do as you say. Only on
the throne will I be greater than you.”
41: Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See I have
put you in power over all the land of
Egypt.”
42: Then Pharaoh took the ring from his

Genesis 41:53: The seven good years of
much food in the land of Egypt came to
an end.
54: And the seven bad years of no food
began, as Joseph had said. No food was
growing in all the lands, but in all the
land of Egypt there was food.
55: So when all the people of Egypt were
hungry, they cried to Pharaoh for bread.
Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to
Joseph. Do what he tells you.”
56: When the hunger was spreading all
over the earth, Joseph opened the storehouses. And he sold food to the
Egyptians for the time without food had
become hard in the land of Egypt.
57: The people of all the earth came to
Egypt to buy grain from Joseph because
the time without food was hard
everywhere.
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Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 42:6-8,
44:14-34, 45:1-5

Memory Verse
“But do not be
troubled or angry with
yourselves because
you sold me here. For
God sent me before
you to save your life.”
—Genesis 45:5
Word List
attitude: how a
person thinks or feels
about something
harshly: roughly or
severely
pretend: to say
falsely or to make
believe
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When Families Get Together
Twenty years had gone by since Joseph was sold by his
brothers and taken to Egypt. Perhaps Joseph thought of his
father and Benjamin. Perhaps he thought of his other brothers
who hated him and sold him into slavery. Perhaps he wondered
if they were still angry with him or if they were sorry.
Famine had come to Egypt. Soon Joseph would have
opportunity to see what his brothers’ hearts were like. The
brothers had heard there was food in Egypt. Their old father,
Jacob, told his sons to go to Egypt to buy food. He sent ten
sons to buy food, but he did not send Benjamin. He said, “I am
afraid that something will happen to him” (Genesis 42:4).
Joseph’s Brothers Bow Before Him (Genesis 42:6-8)
Surely Joseph was surprised to see his brothers in Egypt to
buy grain. They bowed down to him. They did not know that
this royal ruler was their brother. He spoke harshly to them in
the Egyptian language. He asked where they were from and
why they had come. Can you imagine how Joseph felt when he
recognized his brothers? Do you he was angry at them?
Joseph pretended that he did not believe them. He told
them they were spies. He gave them grain and let them go
home, but he kept Simeon. He told them to prove their story by
bringing Benjamin when they returned to Egypt. He left their
money in the top of each bag of grain.
Jacob refused to send Benjamin, even to save Simeon. So
they stayed in Canaan until all the food was gone. Joseph
wanted to know if his brothers’ hearts had changed, so he
thought of some ways to test them.
Testing of the Brothers (Genesis 44:14-34)
After all the grain was eaten, they were hungry again. Jacob
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responsible: to be in
charge of a task
revenge: to do something
hurtful to someone
because that person hurt
you first
Things To
Think About
1. Why did Joseph speak
to his brothers in the
Egyptian language?
2. Why was it important
for Joseph to test his
brothers?
3. What did Joseph
understand about God
when he saw his dreams
come true?
4. What did Joseph come
to know about God’s
plans and man’s plans?
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told them to go back to Egypt for food. They refused to go
unless Benjamin went also. Finally, Jacob agreed for
Benjamin to go along. Judah promised to be responsible for
Benjamin. They prepared many gifts for Joseph. They took
twice as much money to replace what was left in their bags.
They tried to return the money, but it was refused. Joseph
welcomed them with a great feast, including Simeon. They
were surprised when he seated them from the oldest to the
youngest. He gave Benjamin more food than anyone else.
After the feast, Joseph gave them their grain. But he hid
his silver cup in Benjamin’s bag. A servant came after them
to find the cup. Joseph said that whoever had his cup must
remain in Egypt as his servant. Do you suppose that Joseph
thought they might be willing to leave Benjamin with him?
The cup was found in Benjamin’s bag. The brothers
returned to Joseph and fell to the ground in front of him.
They said they would all be his servants, but Joseph said that
only the one who had taken his silver cup would remain as
his servant. Then Judah told Joseph that if Benjamin did not
return with them, their father would die. Judah offered to
remain in Egypt as Joseph’s servant if Benjamin could return
to his father. He said, “I am afraid to see the sorrow that my
father would suffer” (verse 34). Can you see the change
Judah’s attitude from Genesis 37:26 and 44:16-34?
Joseph Tells His Brothers (Genesis 45:1-5)
At this point, Joseph could not keep back his tears. He
sent away everyone except his brothers. Then he told them,
“I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?”
Joseph could see that his brothers were frightened. They
feared Joseph might take revenge on them for selling him
into slavery. He tried to ease their fears. Three times he
repeated that God had sent him to Egypt (verses 5, 7, 8). The
56

GENESIS 12-50: FAMILY LIFE

Unit 3: Dreams and Accomplishments

Lesson 12: When Families Get Together

Genesis 42:6-8, 44:14-34, 45:1-5

brothers had tried to hurt their younger
brother. But God used their bad actions
for a good result. God would save all of
their lives through Joseph. Joseph found
peace in knowing that his sufferings were
part of God’s plan. Do you think Joseph
felt better when he saw Judah take
responsibility for Benjamin and care so
much for their father?
A famous and true story from the
Korean War tells of a pastor who had two
fine sons. Because the young
Communists could not make them give
up their faith for Communism, they were
killed. Later, when that part of South
Korea was freed from Communist rule,
the young man who had killed the
pastor’s sons was sentenced to die. The
pastor went to the authorities. He saved
the young man’s life and adopted him as
his own son. Because of such love and
forgiveness, the young man became a
Christian and a pastor.
Joseph told them to go back to Israel
and to bring their father, all their families,
and all their animals and goods back to
Egypt. He promised to take care of them
through all the years of no food.

Genesis 42:6: Joseph was the ruler of the
land. He was the one who sold grain to
all the people of the land. And Joseph’s
brothers came and bowed to the ground
in front of him.
7: When Joseph saw his brothers, he
knew who they were. But he acted like a
stranger and spoke sharp words to them.
He said, “Where have you come from?”
They answered, “From the land of
Canaan, to buy food.”
8: Joseph knew his brothers but they did
not know him.
Genesis 44:14: When Judah and his
brothers came to Joseph’s house, he was
still there. They fell to the ground in front
of him.
15: Joseph said to them. “What is this
that you have done? Did you not know
that a man like me has power to know
what is not known by others?”
16: Judah said, “We do not know what to
say to my lord. How can we make
ourselves right in your eyes? God has
shown the guilt of your servants. See, we
are your servants, both we and the one
who was found with the cup.”
17: But Joseph said, “No. I will do no
such thing. The person who was found
with the cup will be my servant. But you
others may go in peace to your father.”
18: Then Judah came near to him, and
said, “O my lord, let your servant speak a
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one. If I return to your servant my father,
and the boy is not with us,
31: when he sees that the boy is not with
us, he will die. So your servants will
bring the white hair of your servant our
father down to the grave in sorrow.
32: For I put myself as trust for the boy
to my father. I said, ‘If I do not return
him to you, then let the blame be on me
forever.’
33: So let your servant stay and work for
my lord, instead of the boy. Let the boy
go home with his brothers.
34: For how can I return to my father if
the boy is not with me? I am afraid to see
the sorrow that my father would suffer.”

word in my lord’s ears. Do not be angry
with your servant. For you are like
Pharaoh himself.
19: My lord asked his servants, ‘Do you
have a father or a brother?’
20: We said to my lord, ‘We have an old
father and a young brother who was born
to him when he was old. Now his brother
is dead. So he is all that is left of his
mother, and his father loves him.’
21: Then you said to your servants,
‘Bring him here to me, so I may see him.’
22: But we said to my lord, ‘The boy
cannot leave his father. For if he should
leave his father, his father would die.’
23: Then you said to your servants, ‘Unless
your youngest brother comes here with
you, you will not see my face again.’
24: “When we returned to your servant my
father, we told him what my lord had said.
25: Our father said, ‘Go again and buy us a
little food.’
26: But we said, ‘We cannot go there. If
our youngest brother is with us, we will go
there. For we cannot see the man’s face
unless our youngest brother is with us.’
27: “Then your servant my father said to
us, ‘You know that my wife gave birth to
two of my sons.
28: One left me, and I said, “For sure he is
torn to pieces.” I have not seen him since.
29: If you take this one also from me, and
something happens to him, you will bring
my white hair down to the grave in
sorrow.’
30: My father’s life and the boy’s life are

Genesis 45:1: Then Joseph could not hide
his feelings in front of all who stood by
him. He cried, “Send all the people away
from me.” So no one was with him when
Joseph told his brothers who he was.
2: He cried so loud that the Egyptians
heard it, and those of Pharaoh’s house
heard of it.
3: Joseph said to his brothers, “I am
Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him, for they
were afraid in front of him.
4: Joseph said to his brothers, “Come
near to me.” So they came near. He said,
“I am your brother Joseph, whom you
sold into Egypt.
5: But do not be troubled or angry with
yourselves because you sold me here. For
God sent me before you to save your life.
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Adult Bible Study in
Basic English

Bible Text
Genesis 45:4-15;
50:15-21

Memory Verse
“You planned to do a
bad thing to me. But
God planned it for
good, to make it
happen that many
people should be kept
alive, as they are
today.”—Genesis
50:20

Word List
covenant: an
agreement between
one person and
another person or
between a person and
God
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What It All Means
The story of Joseph is a wonderful ending to the book of
Genesis. Chapter 12 shows the beginning of God’s covenant
with His special people, beginning with Abraham. In each
generation, God chose a person to receive His promise. After
Abraham, He chose Isaac, not Ishmael. From Isaac’s sons, He
chose Jacob, not Esau. Jacob began life with a name that meant
deceiver. But God gave him the new name Israel, which meant
prince with God (Genesis 32:28). Jacob’s 12 sons became
leaders of the 12 tribes of Israel, except for two sons. Levi’s
offspring became the priestly tribe. Joseph did not become a
leader of a tribe, but his two sons did. They became leaders of
the two tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh. The story of Joseph is
the longest of any of the descendents of Abraham. We see how
God works through man’s plans, both good and bad, to
accomplish His purposes for good.

Joseph Explains to His Brothers
(Genesis 45:4-15)
Judah explained to Joseph why he should stay as Joseph’s
servant instead of Benjamin (Genesis 44:18-34). Joseph could
wait no longer. He saw now that Judah was willing to suffer in
order to avoid hurting his father, Jacob. Joseph explained that
he was the brother whom they had sold as a slave many years
ago. His brothers became very frightened. They thought Joseph
might punish them for what they had done.
Joseph told his brothers they must not be angry with
themselves. God had a purpose in everything that happened.
Though Joseph had some very hard times, God had a good
purpose for all of them. God made it possible for all of their
lives to be saved through Joseph.
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generation: people who
are born and live during
the same period of time.
Grandparents, parents,
and children are three
generations.
priestly tribe: Levi’s
children, grandchildren,
and so on who were
priests and others who
worked in the temple
victor: the winner, such
as in a race or in a war
dread: to feel fear or be
nervous about a coming
event

Things To
Think About
1. Why was Joseph able
to forgive his brothers for
selling him as a slave?
2. Why is it important for
Christians to forgive
those who hurt them?
3. Have you been unable
to forgive someone?

Unit 3: Dreams and Accomplishments

Lesson 13: What It All Means

We all have freedom to choose good or bad. But God is
able to work through all things. When we do good or bad
things, we receive the good or bad results. But God’s plan
always succeeds. Romans 8:28 says: “We know that God
makes all things work together for the good of those who
love Him and are chosen to be a part of His plan.” God’s
plan was done perfectly in spite of the bad things done by
Joseph’s brothers.
Sometimes it seems that evil is winning. Satan is
powerful, but God is all-powerful. We can ask God for
wisdom to see how He works in people and in events. We
can rejoice because God is the final victor.

Joseph’s Brothers Ask Forgiveness
(Genesis 50:15-18)
Jacob lived in the land of Egypt for seventeen years
(Genesis 47:28). He knew he would die soon. He asked his
sons not to bury him in Egypt. He wanted to be buried in the
land where his father and grandfather were buried. He gave a
special blessing to Joseph’s two sons. He called his whole
family together. He had a special message for each son.
After his death, his sons obeyed his request. They buried
him in the field of Machpelah. This was a field that Abraham
bought many years before (Genesis 50:13). Then the
brothers returned to Egypt. They began to worry again.
They were afraid that Joseph had not truly forgiven them.
They sent a special message to him. They reminded him that
their father asked him to forgive their wrong. When Joseph
heard their words, he cried. Then they bowed before him and
said, “See, we are your servants” (verse 18). Joseph did not
make them his servants. But this was just like he had
dreamed many years before (Genesis 37:5-11).
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4. Do you believe that God
can work all things
together for the good of
those who love Him?
5. Do you believe that God
has a special plan for your
life?
6. How can you discover
God’s plan for your life?
wanted to be baptized by
John?
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Joseph and God’s Plans
(Genesis 50:19-21)
Joseph knew that his brothers had done a bad thing to
him by selling him as a slave and by deceiving their father.
He had forgiven them. But the brothers could not
understand how Joseph could do that. Joseph could forgive
them because he could see his whole life as a plan of God.
Man played a minor part, but God played the major part.
Joseph knew that it was most important to be part of God’s
plan. Other things were less important.
My wife and I served as missionaries to Korea for 37
years. At first, I did not want to be a missionary. After
several years of struggle, I agreed to become a missionary.
I realized that people might go to hell if I failed to obey
God’s will. I chose to obey God’s plan for my life. At that
moment, my dread was replaced by His joy. I would never
again be sorry to be God’s missionary.
Did you know that God has a wonderful plan for your
life? Don’t miss it!

61

GENESIS 12-50: FAMILY LIFE

Unit 3: Dreams and Accomplishments

Lesson 13: What It All Means

greatness in Egypt, and of all you have
seen. You must hurry and bring my father
here.”
14: Then he put his arms around his
brother Benjamin and cried. And
Benjamin cried on his neck.
15: Joseph kissed all his brothers and
cried over them. After that his brothers
talked with him.

Genesis 45:4-15; 50:15-21
Genesis 45:4: Joseph said to his brothers,
“Come near to me.” So they came near.
He said, “I am your brother Joseph,
whom you sold into Egypt.
5: But do not be troubled or angry with
yourselves because you sold me here. For
God sent me before you to save your life.
6: For the land has been without food
these two years. And there are five more
years without plowing or gathering.
7: God sent me before you to make sure
that your people will keep living on the
earth. Now many of you will be saved.
8: So it was not you who sent me here,
but God. He has made me a father to
Pharaoh, and ruler of all his house, and of
all the land of Egypt.
9: Hurry and go to my father. Say to him,
‘Your son Joseph says to you, “God has
made me ruler of all Egypt. Come to me,
and do not wait.
10: You will live in the land of Goshen,
you and your children and grandchildren,
your flocks and cattle, and all you have.
And you will be near me.
11: There I will take care of you, so that
you and your family will not be in need.
For there are still five years coming
without food. By then you would have
nothing.” ’
12: “Now your eyes see, and the eyes of
my brother Benjamin see, that it is my
mouth which is speaking to you.
13: You must tell my father of all my

Genesis 50:15: When Joseph’s brothers
saw that their father was dead, they said,
“It may be now that Joseph will hate us,
and pay us in return for all the wrong that
we did to him!”
16: So they sent word to Joseph, saying,
“Before he died, our father told us,
17: ‘You say to Joseph, “Forgive the
wrong-doing of your brothers and their
sin. For they did a bad thing to you.” ’
Now we beg you, forgive the wrongdoing of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph cried when they spoke to
him.
18: Then his brothers came and fell down
in front of him and said, “See, we are
your servants.”
19: But Joseph said to them, “Do not be
afraid. Am I in the place of God?
20: You planned to do a bad thing to me.
But God planned it for good, to make it
happen that many people should be kept
alive, as they are today.
21: So don’t be afraid. I will take care of
you and your little ones.” He gave them
comfort and words of kindness.
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