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T 
he purpose of this teaching guide is to provide teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson 

while helping participants improve their English language skills. Use of this material is suggested for 

International Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at a Basic English level. 

 The Teaching Guide begins with listings of the Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory 

Verse, all of which provide the premise for the lesson. This information is followed by a teaching plan under 

headings of Connect with Life, Guide the Study, and Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson, 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas are provided under those same headings. As the teacher, you may pick and 

choose from these helps to use along with the student’s Study Guide to fit the lesson to your class members’ 

abilities and needs. 

 The Bible text printed in the lesson material is from the NEW LIFE Version of the Bible (NLV), an 

inexpensive translation (not a paraphrase) which uses only an 850-word vocabulary. The NLV is available 

from Christian Literature International, P. O. Box 777, Canby, Oregon 97013; e-mail christian@canby.com; 

telephone (orders only) 1-800-324-9734. 

 The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a 

Christian environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms will usually be expressed using the NLV 

terminology, followed by the more common term in parentheses; for example, “proud religious law-keeper 

(Pharisee)” or “early preacher (prophet).”  The teacher has the option of using the NLV term for new 

Christians or beginning students, or the common term where it will be better understood and less 

cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has been introduced in the Word List or teaching 

procedures, however, the familiar expression may be used to help students add it to their vocabulary. 

 Prayer is sometimes specifically suggested in the teaching procedures. It should be an integral part of 

your lesson plan. Use your own judgment as to where it best fits into the teaching session. 

 The writers and editors wish you success and give you prayerful support in your teaching of this 

Adult Bible Study in Simplified English. 

Introduction for Teachers 

 

Adult Bible Study in Simplified English is published by the Baptist General Convention of 

Texas and follows the same curriculum plan as the Bible Study for Texas materials, but has 

no Texas emphasis. Teachers may wish to purchase Bible Study for Texas lesson comments 

and teaching guides as additional resources. These may be ordered through your church or 

directly from the Sunday School/Discipleship Division, Baptist General Convention of 

Texas, 333 North Washington, Dallas, TX 75246-1798, e-mail baptistway@bgct.org; FAX 

214-828-5187; or toll-free telephone 1-800-355-5285. 

About the writer 

Phyllis Merritt wrote this series of teaching procedures on "Restoring the Future." She and her husband, 

Jack, have served as missionaries in New York, New Mexico, Georgia, and Texas. They are members and 

substitute teachers for the International Bible Study at Columbus Avenue Baptist Church in Waco, Texas. 

They have two sons, Greg and Travis. Phyllis is currently co-director of Neighbors International Program 

and has taught English as a Foreign Language for seven summers in China. 



Teaching Tips  

for Restoring the Future 
 

Introduction  

This study of “Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, 

Nehemiah, Malachi: Restoring the Future” 

teaches how the Jews’ return to Jerusalem 

after their exile brought the past to the 

present. In restoring the house of the Lord, 

God was able to move His plan toward the 

future. We are part of that future. 

A bonus Easter lesson is included for those 

using this study during Easter. 
 

Prepare to Teach 

1. Read all of the lessons before beginning 

to teach. Challenge the class to read all of 

the books covered during the study. 
 

2. There are many names of people and 

places in this study. You can make a “People 

You Should Know” chart to display during 

the study. Include names and the meanings 

of the names. Locate pictures or make 

drawings to go with the chart. Use an 

Internet search engine to find pictures, or 

borrow them from a children’s Sunday 

school department file. See: 
http://www.ebibleteacher.com/children/cards_free.htm 
To make your own Bible characters, see: 
http://www.makingfriends.com/friends/f_spiritual.htm 

 

3. Prepare maps for this study: 

1) Cover a large map with plastic 

sheeting so that you can write over it 

with different colors of erasable pens.  

2) Use overhead transparencies. 

3) Draw your own map on poster board, 

white plastic trash bags, or other paper. 
 

4. Prepare a banner for this study with the 

title:                                                                

Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, Nehemiah, 

Malachi: Restoring the Future  
 

5. Prepare the following poster to use during 

the study of  “Restoring the Future” or make 

a copy for each student to put in a notebook. 

(see page 5 of this guide) 
 

6. Prepare picture sequence pages or use 

flannel graphs to aid comprehension. 
 

7. As teacher/facilitator for the class, use all 

resources available--Adult Bible Study 

Guide and Teaching Guide, online resources 

from BGCT, and the Baptist Standard. 
 

1) EasyEnglish is a form of simple English 

developed by Wycliffe Associates (UK). 

Their website: (www.easyenglish.info) contains 

Bible commentaries, Bible translations, 

Bible studies, and other materials written in 

simple English. They are free for you to 

download and use.  

 

2) Read the Simplified English Study 

Guide and this Teaching Guide, the Adult 

Bible Study Guide and Teaching Guide. 
 

3) Use the following free helps: Additional 

adult Bible study comments by Dr. Jim 

Denison, “Teaching Plans,” and “Teaching 

Resource Items” available for each lesson 

online at www.baptistwaypress.org. Additional 

Suggestions for Teaching 
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teaching help is provided in the internet 

edition of the Baptist Standard 
www.baptiststandard.com 

 

Before each Session 

1. Prepare visuals, handouts, posters, etc. 

Use PowerPoint, overhead cells, poster 

board, marker boards, or white plastic bags 

to cut apart and write on with markers. 
 

2. Consider providing a notebook for each 

student’s Study Guide. Punch holes in the 

lessons. Include in the notebook a 

Vocabulary List page, Memory Verse Page, 

and a copy of each lesson (including the unit 

pages) from the Study Guide, or provide 

lined paper to write any new words and to 

write out the memory verses. 
 

3. As you prepare to teach, ask this question: 

What do I want the members of the class to 

say after class if someone asks them, “What 

did you learn today?” 

 

 

 During the Session 

1. When the teaching guide says, “Read,” 

choose members of the class, or call for 

volunteers to read the verses. For beginning 

readers, model the verses first and then 

allow the whole class to repeat. 

 

2. At the beginning of each session go over 

the new vocabulary words. Ask members to 

circle any other words which are not clear 

and discuss these in class. At the end of the 

session, review the new words. 
 

3. Each lesson may take more than one 

session to complete, depending on the level 

of the class, their interest, and the time 

allotted for each lesson. 
 

4. Possible session outline: 

  Begin with Prayer 

  Point out Study Title: (Ezra, Haggai, 

Zechariah, Nehemiah, Malachi: Restoring 

the Future), Unit Title (______), Lesson 

Title (______) and page number (____) 

  Write the Scripture reference on the 

board. Show where it is in the Bible and 

where to find it printed on the last page of 

each lesson in the Study Guide 

 Point out Word List at the beginning of the 

Study Guide and in each lesson 

 Call on class members to read Study 

Guide, paragraph by paragraph 

  Read Scripture Passage 

  Read and discuss “Things to Think 

About” 

 Discuss Questions and Applications from 

Teaching Guide 

  Discuss meaning of verses using plans in 

Teaching Guide 

  Practice Memory Verse 

  Sing 

  Conclude with Prayer  

       

Suggestions for Teaching 
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Time Line for  

Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, Nehemiah, Malachi 

Date What Happened Lesson and Bible verses 

587- 586 B.C. Babylonians defeat Judah, destroy Jerusalem and 

take people away to Babylon 

  

539 B.C. Cyrus the Great of Persia (Iran today) conquers 

Babylon; begins to let conquered people return to 

their lands 

  

538 B.C. First return of groups of Jews, led by 

Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel 

Lesson 1 - Ezra 1 

537 B.C. Worship in the house of the Lord begins again, 

foundation made for re-building 

Lesson 2 - Ezra 3:1-7, 10-13 

520 B.C. Haggai preaches about the great need to rebuild 

the house of the Lord 

Lesson 3 - Haggai 1:1-11; 2:1, 3-9 

520 -518 B.C. Zechariah encourages people to rebuild the 

house of the Lord 

Lesson  4 - Zechariah 1:1-17 

Lesson 5 - Zechariah 8:1-5, 7-9, 13-23 

516 B.C. 

 

The house of the Lord is completed and 

dedicated 

  

480 B.C. ? Malachi? (see below)   

458 B.C. Ezra the writer arrives in Jerusalem   

445-430 B.C. Book of Nehemiah happenings Lesson 6 – Nehemiah 1 

Lesson 7 – Nehemiah 2 

Lesson 8 – Nehemiah 3:1-12; 4:1-6 

Lesson 9 – Nehemiah 5 

Lesson 10 – Nehemiah 7:73b; 8:1-4a, 9-18 

Lesson 11 – Nehemiah 12:27-43 

  Malachi preaches possibly in 480 B.C. 

before or after Ezra’s time in the Book of 

Nehemiah 

Lesson 12 – Malachi 1:6-14; 2:4-9 

Lesson 13 – Malachi 2:17 to 3:5 

Lesson 14 – Malachi 3:6-12 

Suggestions for Teaching 
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Lesson 1: Starting Over 

Lesson Focus  
God is good and gives the chance to start over after 

difficult times which people bring on themselves. 

 

Focal Text  
Ezra 1 

 

Background Text 

Ezra 1 

 

Memory Verse  
“We sat down and cried by the rivers of Babylon when 

we remembered Zion. How can we sing the song of the 

Lord in a strange land?” (Psalm 137:1, 4)  

_________________ 
 
Connect with Life 
1.Display the Timeline Poster in Suggestions for 

Teaching. Add the illustration below.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Explain that this is the first lesson in the study of the 

books of Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, Nehemiah, and 

Malachi. Ask members to find these books in their 

Bibles, or point out where they can be located. Use 

information from the Unit Introduction to explain that 

Ezra and Nehemiah are in the part of the Old Testament 

that contains the History of Early Israel. Say: There are 

12 History books -- Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 

Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, 

Nehemiah and Esther. 

 

3. Point out that Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi are in 

the part of the Old Testament called the Minor Prophets. 

Say: There are 12 minor prophets. Explain that “minor” 

is a word that means they are shorter books than the 

“major” prophets, not less important. The Minor 

Prophets are the last 12 books of the Old Testament. The 

12 Minor Prophets are Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 

Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 

Zechariah and Malachi. 

 

4. Refer to the timeline chart. Explain that Lesson 1 is 

from Ezra and tells how the people of Israel came back 

to Jerusalem from Babylon. Say: King Nebuchadnezzar, 

had taken God’s people to Babylon as prisoners. Then 

Persia won a fight with Babylon. The king of Persia was 

Cyrus. He decided to send Nebuchadnezzar’s prisoners 

back to their own countries. Cyrus asked them to re-

build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. Ezra was a 

priest who knew God’s book. He knew God’s laws. He 

told the people that they needed to start over living the 

way God wanted them to live. 

 

5. Prepare a poster with the following words. Ask the 

class to discuss what each means, 

Hebrew: the same word as Israelites; also: the 

language of the Jewish people 

Israelites: the people of the country of Israel 

Jew: the most commonly used word for a person who 

is of the Jewish faith 

 

6. Make a display for the front of the room using a pair 

of old leather sandals, a map of the area from Babylon to 

Jerusalem, and a cloth bag with “silver and gold” dishes.  
 

Guide the Study 

7. Read Ezra 1:1-4. Allow class members to volunteer to 

read verse by verse, or model reading the verse for 

students as they repeat. Say: This book begins where the 

book of 2 Chronicles ends. Discuss how God moved the 

spirit of King Cyrus of Persia to command that the 

people of God return to rebuild the house of the Lord. 

Explain that he was a king who did not believe in the 

One True God. 

 

8. Ask for members to tell about times in their lives 

when they have seen God at work.  



 

their lives and be able to “Start Over”  

like the title of this lesson says? 

 

   Remind the class of the TV program,  

“Extreme Makeover: Home Edition”  

where deserving families are given a new  

home. Say: All of us need to be able to  

start over at some time in our lives. Explain  

that this lesson is about a time when this happened to 

Judah. Explain, using the Study Guide, and the 

introduction to Restoring the Future. Point out that this 

study begins with the Book of Ezra and continues to the 

Book of Malachi. 

 

   Prepare a  poster with the title of the lesson: 

“Starting Over.” Ask class to explain what this means 

when they hear these words: (becoming a Christian, 

getting married, taking a new job, moving, retiring). 

 

Guide the Study 

    Read Ezra 1:1-4. Ask: Who got Cyrus to allow the 

Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the house of the 

Lord? (God). Explain that Cyrus told the Jews that 

anyone who wished could return to Jerusalem and be a 

part of the rebuilding of the house of the Lord. Cyrus 

and others gave money to do this. Ask: What lessons can 

we learn from how God used non-Jewish people to do 

what He wanted? (God is all powerful, etc.) 

    Read Ezra 1:6-11. List on the board the objects 

which were returned for use in the house of the Lord: 30 

gold plates, 1,000 silver plates, 29 silver pots, 30 gold 

deep dishes, 410 silver deep dishes, all the same as each 

other, 1,000 other things. A total of 5,400 ítems. (We do 

not have a list of all the ítems, but the Scripture tells us 

there was a total of 5,400 ítems.) 

 

Encourage Application 
    Use a map with present-day Iraq and Israel. Talk 

about the long journey God’s people made. Ask: What is 

our map to get to heaven? Discuss how Jesus is the only 

way to get to heaven. 

 

   Share ideas of what your class could do to make 

your church building more beautiful. 

 

   Discuss how it was difficult for the Jews to start over 

in Jerusalem. Ask: What does God do to help us begin 

again after a difficult time? Close with prayer, thanking 

God for being the One who allows us to start over.  

9. Allow class time to discuss when they have moved 

from one place (city or country) to another. Use the 

following questions to guide the discussion: 

1)  Why did you move? 

2)  What were some of the problems you had? 

3)  Did you make new friends who helped you? Who 

were they? 

4)  Do you see this move as God’s will for your life? 

How can you know this was His will?  

 

10. Read Ezra 1:5-11. Point out that God had moved the 

heart of Cyrus in verse 1 to make his command and now 

in verse 5 God moves the spirits of those He has called to 

return to Jerusalem.  

 

11. Point out that those who did not return to Jerusalem 

were able to give gifts of silver, gold, livestock, and 

other valuable things to help others. Ask: What did Cyrus 

return to the house of the Lord? (Those things which 

Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the house of the Lord.)  

 

12. Ask: Why did some of the Jews choose not to return 

to Jerusalem? (It was a trip of over 1,000 miles. Some 

may have been too sick or too old. Some may not have 

wanted to go back to a destroyed city to rebuild it). It 

would take about four months to get there. Discuss how 

some in the US felt about returning to areas where there 

have been flooding and hurricanes. 

 

Encourage Application 

13. Discuss how the Jews may have felt about getting a 

new start in Jerusalem. Ask the class to think about times 

when they needed to start over. 

 

14. Compare how some Jews stayed in Babylon (but sent 

gifts with others who returned) to the people who help 

send missionaries or missions volunteers today. Ask: 

How important is it to pray for those who do missions? 

 

15. Sing: “I Was Glad When They Said Unto Me, Let us 

Go into the House of the Lord,” “We have come into His 

house and gathered in His name to worship Him,” or 

another hymn. 

 

16. Read the memory verse together and close with 

prayer of thanksgiving for God’s gift to start over.  

 
Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
    Display a picture or bottle of the laundry detergent 

called, “Fresh Start.” Ask: Who would like to use this on 
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Lesson 2: Learning to Praise God 

Lesson Focus  
Worship is most important and we need to encourage 

worship and find ways to worship.  

 

Focal Text  
Ezra 3:1-7, 10-13 

 

Background Text 

Ezra 3 

 

Memory Verse  
“They sang, giving thanks to the Lord, saying, „For He is 

good, for His loving-kindness is upon Israel forever.‟ All 

the people called out with a loud voice when they 

praised the Lord because the work on the house of the 

Lord had begun.” (Ezra 3:11)  

_________________ 
 
Connect with Life 
1. Hold up a picture of your church. Ask members to tell 

what they would do if they moved away from your area. 

Ask: How soon would you begin to look for a new 

church to attend? 

 

2. Point out that when the Jews returned to Judah to 

build the house of the Lord, they did not wait until it was 

finished to begin giving honor to God. They began 

rebuilding the altar and then started laying the 

foundation for the house of the Lord. 

 

3. Ask members to read “Things to Think About” in the 

Study Guide. Write down key words on a whiteboard. 

Allow time for discussion.  
 

Guide the Study 

4. Ask: What do we do when we worship together? List 

on the board what the class says. Include preaching, 

prayer, music, celebrating the Lord‟s Supper, baptism, 

giving, thanksgiving, and praise. 

 

5. Before class, ask two or three members to prepare to 

tell about a special worship time they remember. Allow 

time for others to share.  

     Ask: What made these times special? 

 

6. Read Ezra 3:1-7. List on the board what the people 

did to worship (built the altar, made sacrifices, and 

celebrated the Special Supper of Tents/Feast of 

Tabernacles). 

  

7. Explain the purpose of the sacrifices. Include some of 

the following information: 

God told His people to make sacrifices as a way to 

worship and to have fellowship with Him. No one 

came before God without bringing a gift of 

sacrifice. It showed that the person who was 

making the sacrifice knew they were not worthy. 

There were five different sacrifices which Jews 

gave in order to have fellowship with God: 1.) sin 

offering, 2.) guilt offering, 3.) burnt offering, 4.) 
peace offering, and 5.) grain offering. 
 
The only way to come before God was to put 

blood on the altar. Sins were taken away by 

putting them on the goat that was sacrificed. Jesus 

became the perfect sacrifice for our sins to bring 

us into fellowship with God once for all. 

Write these verses on the board for those who want to 

read more: Hebrews 8-10, Rom. 3:23-27, 6:7-11. 
 

8. Discuss that it was important to the people that they 

begin to worship God together again. Special feasts took 

place in the seventh month. 

 

9. Say: The religious leaders were careful to do 

everything in God’s laws. They remembered that, in the 

past, their fathers had not obeyed God and this was why 

they had been taken away to other countries. Now they 

were back home in Judah, so they wanted to obey God. 

 

10. Read Ezra 3:10-13. Ask: Why were some shouting 

praises but others crying when the work began on the 

house of the Lord? Have you ever felt like this? Allow 

time for responses. 

 

11. Explain that starting to rebuild the house of the Lord 

gave great hope to the Jews. Many had waited all their 

lives for this day. A total of 49,697 went 1,000 miles to 

return. They knew much still remained to be done. They 



 

Guide the Study 
  Read Ezra 3:1-7. Ask: What is worship? Include: 

thanksgiving, praise and appreciation. Bring a copy of 

the church worship service bulletin and see how these 

are included in your church. 

 

  Ask and answer the following questions: 

1) How quickly did the people come together to 

repair the altar and start worshipping again? 

2) On a scale of 1-10 (1 is low and 10 is high), how 

important did the Jews think worship was? 

3) Did the people who were against them from the 

outside change their desire for worship? 

 

  Ask the class to share about those they know who 

have paid a high price to worship and follow Jesus. 

 

  Read Ezra 3:10-13. Ask: What are some different 

ways people worshipped?  Discuss why some people 

shouted praise to the Lord and others cried. Read Haggai 

2:1-4. 
 

Encourage Application 
  Point out that Ezra used stories of the past to help the 

Jews worship. For the first time in a long time they kept 

the Special Supper of Tents to remember when they left 

Egypt. Some had never done this. They remembered 

once again that God had told them to do this feast. Ask, 

What events in our church’s history need to be 

remembered to help members worship? 
 

  Look again at the list from “Things to Think About” 

which you wrote on the board at the beginning of the 

lesson. Ask: Would you be willing to give up your home 

and job to return to a dangerous, destroyed city just so 

you could worship? Remind the class that God might not 

call members to do this, but He does call everyone to do 

a better job of worship and praise. 

  Prepare the following as a large poster. 
 

  Pray for the times of worship for your church.  

wanted a new beginning. They wanted to worship God.  
 

Encourage Application 
12. Discuss ways we can encourage others to worship. 

Include: 

1) Make sure worship is important to each of us. 

2) Make sure all people have an opportunity to 

worship, wherever they live. (Start new missions, 

send missionaries, etc.) 

3) Remember that true worship is about God, not us. 

When true worship happens, we want others to have 

this opportunity also. 

 

 13. Pray and thank God for allowing us to worship Him.  

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
  Write this sentence on the board: What are you 

willing to do to worship God and give others a chance to 

worship Him? Discuss.  

 

  Review Lesson 1. Say: Cyrus, king of Persia, allowed 

Judah to return to Jerusalem and gave back to the house 

of the Lord items that Nebuchadnezzar had carried 

away. Cyrus also gave funds for the rebuilding of the 

house of the Lord. Jews not returning to Jerusalem gave 

silver, gold, livestock, and other valuable gifts to those 

who returned. 

 

  Explain that some of the Jews had been away for 50 

years, others for 70 years. Some had never lived in 

Jerusalem. They had only heard from their parents about 

the house of the Lord and the burnt offerings.  They had 

been born in exile. They had never seen Jerusalem, never 

seen the house of the Lord, and never seen the altar of 

burnt offering. 

 

  Ask members to think about the four months it took 

to make the journey back to Jerusalem. Print the 

following for someone to read aloud. 

They came back home—mothers, fathers, 

grandparents—Daniel and Ezekiel. Ezekiel would 

have been in his 80s. Men, women, children… some 

old, some young, perhaps some were sick. They 

came by foot, on carts, all making the slow journey 

back to Jerusalem. What did they do when they 

arrived? They had no homes to live in. But they 

wanted to worship God. 
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Helps for Better Worship 

—Have a special time each day for thinking about 

what God is doing in your life. 

—Write in a book ways God is working in your life. 

—Think about ways God is blessing you as you  

worship. 

—Decide on ways you can show you are grateful to 

God by helping other people who are in need. 
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Lesson 3: God’s Work Comes First 

Lesson Focus  
When we truly honor God with our lives, we will 

support God’s work. 

 

Focal Text  
Haggai 1:1-11; 2:1, 3-9 

 

Background Text 

Haggai 1-2 

 

Memory Verse  
Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders work for 

nothing. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the men 

who watch over it stay up for nothing.” (Psalm 127:1)  

_________________ 
 
Connect with Life 
1. Ask: Have you ever known someone who was good at 

getting started, but not good at  finishing?  

 

2. List on the board excuses people give for not keeping 

a promise or completing a job. Include, “The dog ate my 

homework.” “I lost my car keys.” “My cell phone died.” 

Ask: What are some excuses that could ever be given to 

the One True God for why you did not keep a promise to 

Him? State that the prophet Haggai was given the job of 

giving a reminder to the people that they had not kept 

their promises. There were no excuses for this. 
 

Guide the Study 

3. Read Haggai 1:1-4. Hold up or point to a clock and 

ask: What excuse did the people give that this clock 

makes you think of? (They said, “The time has not come 

yet.”) Hold up a picture of houses for sale from your 

newspaper. Ask: What were the people doing instead of 

building the house of the Lord? (Haggai asked if it was 

time for them to build nice houses for themselves and 

not to work on God’s house. They had worked for 2 

years on the house of the Lord and stopped when they 

began working on their own homes) Point out that 

Haggai’s sermons are the only ones that give specific 

dates. The prophecy begins in September, 520 B.C. 

 

4. Hand out the following excuses on strips of paper and 

ask readers to stand and read with “much feeling:” 

   1) “I hate living in this old house. I think we should 

work on it and skip working on the house of the Lord for 

now.” 

   2) “Home comes first.” 

   3) “I wish I could give more to help at the house of the 

Lord. But there doesn’t seem to be any time after I have 

worked on my home first.”  

   4) “Other people spend more money on their places 

than I do.”  

   5) “The house of the Lord hasn’t been open for over 50 

years - a little while longer can’t hurt.”       

   6) “We can use the altar for now and do the sacrifices. 

We will do the rest later. This just isn’t the best time.” 

 

5. Write these questions on a poster and use them to 

discuss Haggai 1:1-4. 

1) Did God sound like He was happy with His people 

in this message from Haggai 1:2-4? 

2) What was God’s message? 

3) How do you think the people felt who heard this 

message? 

4) Why was it important to rebuild the house of the 

Lord? 

 

6. Read Haggai 1:5-6. Bring the classified section of the 

newspaper or stock market pages and write “To Disobey 

Brings Money Problems” on the pages with a large 

marker. Explain that Haggai says the people in Judah 

have problems because they built wonderful homes for 

themselves but left the house of the Lord unfinished. List 

what these verses say about their problems. 

 

7. Read Haggai 1:7. Explain that these words are an 

idiom. Ask what these words mean to the class. Explain 

that some say the real words mean “Put your heart on the 

road” meaning they should consider the direction they 

were going. 

 

8. Read Haggai 2:1-9. Ask class to think about the way 

God’s message sounds as compared to chapter 1. 

Explain the change from judgment to encouragement 

and hope. Discuss that God wants us to be faithful and 

obey Him, but He promises to be with us and give us 

what we need to walk and work with confidence and 

courage. 



 

 

  Read Haggai 2:1-5. Direct class to listen for the way 

God sounds. Explain: God was very stern in the fist 

message, but the second message is one of 

encouragement. Use the following questions for 

discussion: 

1) How many times did God tell the leaders and the 

people to “take courage?” 

2) Does it surprise you that some people complained 

that the new building was not as good as the old house 

of the Lord? 

3) How would the people of Judah feel when they 

heard that God believed they could complete the 

building? 

4) Is it important to receive encouragement today? 

 

Encourage Application 
  Read Haggai 1:5 again. Point out that God told the 

Jews to “Think about your ways.” Ask: Could God be 

sending us this same message? How do you think we 

compare to the people of Haggai’s time? Do we put 

God’s work first? Do we need to think about how we are 

faithful or how we obey God? Are we selfish and think 

only about ourselves? 

 

  Pray that God will help us put His work first. 

 

  Close by singing “To the Work,” “Work for the 

Night is Coming,” or “Take My Life, Lead Me Lord.”  

Encourage Application 
9. Read and discuss “Things to Think About” in the 

Study Guide. 

 

10. Ask: If we do not support God’s work, is it a sign 

that we are not committed to Him?” 

 

11. Sing “Work for the Night is Coming.” 

 

12. Practice reading the Memory Verse and pray for God 

to help as you worship Him. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
  Ask class members to share jobs they need to do on 

their home, apartment or room. Explain the term UFO 

(Unfinished Objects). Ask for a show of hands of those 

who have unfinished projects which need to be done.   

 

  Share a time when someone did not keep a promise 

they had made. Describe how that made you feel. 

Explain that in this lesson Haggai brings a message from 

God about ways His people were not keeping their 

promise to rebuild the house of the Lord.  

 
Guide the Study 
  Explain that the Book of Haggai may not be read as 

often as books like Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, or Jonah. 

Other early preachers are better known, served longer, 

and had more words written in the Bible. Then say: But 

the words of Haggai came at a really important time. 

The words were very much needed. Haggai spoke 4 

times, and is not heard from again in the Bible.  

 

  Read Haggai 1:1-4. Remind the class that the Jews 

had been taken to Babylon. King Cyrus had given 

permission to the Jews to return home. It was time for 

God’s people to start over. 

 

  Say: The people had not put God’s work first. They 

needed to worship God and see how God would bless 

them.  

 

  Read Haggai 1: 5-11. Ask: If Judah was a sick patient 

going to the doctor to see what was wrong, how would 

they look? Prepare a poster like the following and fill in 

the chart. 
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Symptom 

What is wrong 

  

Diagnosis 

What caused the 

problem 

Prescription 

What to do 

(poor harvests, 

hunger, thirst, 

deprivation, no 

prosperity) 

(failure to build 

the house of the 

Lord, thinking 

only of selves) 

(build the house 

of the Lord; God 

said there would 

be no rain and no 

food) 
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Lesson 4: God’s Gift 

Lesson Focus  
When people repent after they have sinned, God will 

give forgiveness and bring them back to Himself. 

 

Focal Text  
Zechariah 1:1-17 

 

Background Text 

Zechariah 1 

 

Memory Verse  
―The Lord will rule forever and ever.‖ (Exodus 15:18) 

_________________ 
 
Connect with Life 
1. Say: Two men were given the same message from God 

at the same time for the same people. The message was 

very important: “Rebuild the house of the Lord and get 

right with God. Then God will bless you.”   

 

2. Prepare the following poster: 

3. Before class, ask someone to practice the following 

story: 

I was born in Babylonia near the Tigris River. My 

parents told me stories about when they lived in 

Jerusalem and went to the house of the Lord to praise 

Him. Our people had not obeyed God and had been 

taken away to Babylonia. I was a believer in the One 

True God. I knew Babylonia was not our real home. 

 

One day a man came into town. He said that the 

Persian army had won against Babylon. We had a new 

ruler named Cyrus who told us all the Jews could 

return home. My parents were very excited. I would go 

with them to this homeland I had never known. 

 

After the long trip, we finally got to Jerusalem. It 

looked nothing like my parents had said. The city was 

in ruins. Older people cried when they saw the place 

where the house of the Lord had been. 

 

People started working hard to fix up their homes and 

the city. Soon, we heard some loud voices. An older 

man named Haggai told us that God said it was wrong 

to spend our time building our homes and businesses 

and not building the house of the Lord. Another man 

spoke about rebuilding the house of the Lord and 

worshipping the One True God in the right way. He 

told about his dreams. His name was Zechariah.  
 

Guide the Study 

4. Read Zechariah 1:1. Explain that Zechariah had come 

from Babylonia. He spoke at the same time as Haggai. 

Both were men who listened to God and spoke for God 

to the people. 

 

5. Read Zechariah 1:2-6. Ask: What is God talking about 

in verse 2? Explain that because the people disobeyed 

Him, God allowed them to be taken away to a different 

country. They were living in exile. God is reminding 

them of what they did wrong in the past. Ask the class to 

think of other things in history that should not be 

repeated. 

 

6. Compare the changes in these verses, from God’s 

anger and judgment on the people to words where God 

defends them. State that God had always loved His 

people and tells them of his confidence that they can do 

what He wants. Ask: What do verses 16-17 teach us 

about God? How do you think the people felt when they 

heard Zechariah say these words? 

 

7. Read Zechariah 7:1-17. State that Zechariah is telling 

about the dreams God gave him. Relate that the dream 

begins with a peaceful scene of four horses and riders 

who are resting in a low area among a group of myrtle 

trees. Zechariah had other dreams where God spoke to 

him. Prepare the following poster to display for the 

class:  

What the Men Who Spoke for God Said 

REPENT! 

Turn from Evil -- Return to God 

 

Tell God you did wrong and disobeyed 

Turn away from your sins 

Turn to God 

Remember what got you into trouble 

You will be punished if you do not repent 



 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 

   Prepare a ―Street Sign‖ with these words: ―Now 

Entering Jerusalem: A No-Excuse Zone.‖ Say: God gave 

those returning to Jerusalem a new chance. He 

reminded them that their fathers had disobeyed Him and 

worshipped idols. God had not forgotten this and sent 

Zechariah to speak for Him. 
 

Guide the Study 
   Explain that Zechariah in this lesson and Haggai in 

the last lesson both told God’s message at the same time.  

Make the following chart on a chalk board or poster: 

 
 

   State that God’s people had been protected by God 

until their sin became so great that God allowed the 

Babylonians to destroy them in 58 B.C. The smartest 

and most talented were taken in chains. Some thought 

they had lost God when they lost their country. Say: God 

shows His kindness when He forgives and brings sinners 

back to Himself. 

 

  Ask: Why did Zechariah begin by telling their past 

history when they disobeyed God? (So they would 

remember why their fathers had been taken away.) Ask: 

What was the warning God gave to those who returned 

to Jerusalem? (Do not sin as your fathers did.) 
 

Encourage Application 
  Explain that the name Zechariah means ―God 

remembers.‖ Ask: Why is this a good name for the man 

who delivers this message to God’s people? (God 

remembers when His people disobeyed Him, but He also 

remembers the promises He made to His people.) 

 

  Read Zechariah 1:6 again. Discuss the meaning of 

these words for today. 

 

  Pray and thank God for His written words and Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. Ask God for forgiveness and faith.  

HAGGAI ZECHARIAH 

Nothing much known of 

his past 

Practical/A Doer 

One Word – Rebuild the 

house of the Lord 

Spoke to the leaders 

Born into religious family of 

Iddo 

Practical Dreams 

Told of the importance of 

each person being  right with 

God as well as national wor-

ship 

Spoke to the people 

Encourage Application 
9. Prepare copies of the following responsive reading for 

each person, or print on an overhead or PowerPoint: 
 

Leader: Most High God, from the beginning of time 

you have called your children to be in fellowship with 

you. We confess that, like all the others, we have gone 

our own way and turned from your love and light. 

People: God give us new life in you.     

Leader: When we are too busy to spend time with You 

in our busy days– 

People: God give us new life in you.     

Leader: When we think it is all right to be angry with 

others— 

People: God give us new life in you.     

Leader: When we judge others before looking at our 

own life— 

People: God give us new life in you.     

Leader: When we are afraid to do your will and we do 

not trust You— 

People: God give us new life in you.     

Leader: When we turn to false gods and turn from 

Your Light— 

People: God give us new life in you.     

Leader: When we feel we cannot come back to You— 

People: God give us new life in you.     

Leader: When we understand that we sin and turn back 

to you— 

People: God give us new life in you. Amen. 
 

10. Pray for class to learn from God’s message to 

Zechariah and thank Him for His gift of forgiveness.  
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Eight Dreams from God & Where to Find Them  

Dream 1 The man on a red horse  Zechariah 1:7-17 

Dream 2 The four horns and the four 

workmen 

 Zechariah 1:18-21 

Dream 3 The man who is measuring 

Jerusalem 

 Zechariah 2:1-5 

Dream 4 The head religious leaders  Zechariah 3:1-10 

Dream 5 The lamp-stand and the two 

olive trees 

 Zechariah 4:1-14 

Dream 6 The flying book  Zechariah 5:1-4 

Dream 7 The woman in the basket  Zechariah 5:5-11 

Dream 8 The four war wagons  Zechariah 6:1-8 
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Lesson 5: Words That Encourage 

Lesson Focus  
God’s plan was to bring Judah back to Himself so they 

could worship Him faithfully, and bring others to know 

the salvation of the Lord. 

 

Focal Text  
Zechariah 8:1-5, 7-9, 13-23 

 

Background Text 

Zechariah 8 

 

Memory Verse  
Remember your leaders who first spoke God’s Word to 

you. Think of how they lived, and trust God as they did. 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 (Hebrews 13:7-8) 

_________________ 
 
Connect with Life 
1. Say: Comedians, TV Sports people and librarians 

often write Top 10 Lists. Make a List on the board of the 

class’s 10 favorite church songs, or 10 favorite Bible 

verses. Say: The lesson today is a list of God’s top 10 

messages to His people as found in Zechariah 8. We see 

the heart of God in these verses. These are words from 

God to encourage the people of Judah and people today. 
 

Guide the Study 

2. Ask: What does it mean that God will return to 

Jerusalem? (God was going to bring back the buildings, 

reputation, faithfulness and the commitment to being a 

holy people for God. God loved His people so much that 

he felt angry—or on fire—with their enemies.) 

 

3. Direct the class to look at these verses and see how 

many times they can find this phrase, ―The Lord of All 

says.‖ Emphasize that each time you read these words, 

they mean that the one and only God was giving an 

important message. List numbers from 1-10 on the board  

and as each message is read, write a brief description 

beside the number. 

 

 

4. Ask the class to rewrite Zechariah 8:1-3 (messages 1-

2). Discuss how these messages begin with God saying 

how much He loved Israel and His interest in having 

first place in their hearts. Change was coming. The days 

of foreign control were finished. Write down the new 

names for Jerusalem (Zion, the City of Truth, the 

mountain of the Lord of All, the Holy Mountain). Read 

the new names for Jerusalem in Isaiah 62:2-4 and 

Ezekiel 48:35. 

 

5. Read Zechariah 8:4-5 (Message 3-4). Ask: Which is 

easier to rebuild—brick walls or a good name? Allow 

time for discussion. Point out that work had started on 

the new house of the Lord before Zechariah spoke. But 

God wanted more than that, He wanted new hearts. Ask: 

What did God want the people to be known for in the 

new Jerusalem? (A place of safety and trust, a caring 

group where older people and children were safe and 

happy.)  

 

6. Read Zechariah 8:7-8 (messages 5-6). Say: If you 

were listening to the messages and seeing how bad 

things were, how would you feel? (Fear or doubt) Read 

other verses where God says that nothing is too hard for 

him: Genesis 18:13-14; Jeremiah 32:27.Read Luke 1:37. 

Ask: What else did God promise? (The people would 

return, the city would grow, the people would love God, 

God would be faithful to them.) 

 

7. Read Zechariah 8:14-19 (messages 7-8). List on the 

board what God wanted His people to do. (Be strong; 

make honest judgments; obey; remember the past, but 

have joy in the present; love truth and peace.) 

 

8. Read Zechariah 8: 20-22 (messages 9-10). List the 

result of what God would do. (People from around the 

world would want to seek God because of the changes 

they saw in God’s people.) Read Acts 2:5. Explain that it 

THE PAST 

(Zechariah  

8:2-8) 

THE PRESENT 

(Zechariah  

8:9-13) 

THE FUTURE 

(Zechariah  

8:14-23) 

  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 



 

Encourage Application 
 Discuss reasons that God’s great plan for Judah did 

not all come true. Ask: What about God’s plan for us? 

What can we learn from this study to make sure God can 

do with us all that He wants? 

 

 Give index cards, or pieces of paper, and pencils to 

the class. Ask everyone to write down a serious problem 

they have. On the other side, copy Zechariah 8:13b, ―I 

will save you and make you something good. Do not be 

afraid. Let your hands be strong.‖ Direct the class to 

carry this card with them during the week and read it at 

least two times a day. 

 

 Read and discuss ―Things to Think About.‖ 

 

 Ask: What if someone said, “I understand you attend 

____ church. Tell me about your church because I have 

heard a lot about it.”  Would this be a good thing or a 

bad thing? Are people talking about our church in a 

good way? 

 

 Sing: ―O God Our Help in Ages Past.‖ 

 

 Read Zechariah 8:13 aloud together. Close in prayer. 

took 500 years after Zechariah until Acts 2, but God’s 

promises were true. All languages could hear about 

God’s love through Jesus. 

 

Encourage Application 

9. Emphasize that God wanted to bring Israel back to 

Himself so He could build a nation that would be a 

blessing to others. Ask: How do these words apply to our 

church? 

 

10. Pray for the things in Zechariah 8:16-17 to happen in 

your area. Ask God to help the class do their part.  

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
 Ask class to name rebuilding projects they know about 

(New Orleans, a home after a fire, etc). Discuss what is 

needed for the plan to succeed. Explain that this lesson 

from Zechariah 8 shows God’s plan to rebuild Israel after 

their exile. Say: There are 10 points in God’s plan that 

will rebuild the house of the Lord and other buildings, 

but, more importantly, rebuild the faith of the people. 

 

Guide the Study 
  Prepare a poster to use as you teach:  
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Message 1 – New 

Love 

Zechariah 

8:1-2 

God’s jealousy, 

commitment 

Message 2 – New 

Names 

Zechariah 

8:3 

City of Truth, Holy 

Mountain 

Message 3 – New 

Safety 

Zechariah 

8:4-5 

No fear for children 

or the elderly 

Message 4 – New 

History 

Zechariah 

8: 6 

God can do any-

thing 

Message 5 – New 

Group to Return 

Zechariah 

8: 7-8 

Scattered Jews to 

come home to 

praise God in faith-

fulness 

Message 6 – New 

House of the Lord                

New Well-Being 

Zechariah 

8: 9-13 

House of the Lord 

rebuilt, People re-

turning to God, no 

fear 

Message 7 – New 

Ways 

Zechariah 

8:14-17 

Safety and peace if 

the people do right 

Message 8 – New 

Celebrations,  New 

Peace 

Zechariah 

8:18-19 

Fasting to change to 

Feasting, Joy! 

Message 9 – New 

Appeal 

Zechariah 

8: 20-22 

People all over the 

world would come 

to God 

Message 10 - New 

Reputation 

Zechariah 

8: 23 

World would know 

God is with them 
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Lesson 6: Talk to God 

Lesson Focus  
We can get the right things done if we are faithful to 

God and talk to Him. 

 

Focal Text  
Nehemiah 1 

 

Background Text 

Nehemiah 1 

 

Memory Verse  
“O Lord, hear the prayer of Thy servant and the prayers 

of Your servants who are happy to fear your name. Make 

your servant do well today, and give him loving-pity in 

front of this man.”  (Nehemiah 1:11) 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Introduce this new unit of six lessons from the Book 

of Nehemiah. Prepare a poster with the name of the unit 

and the lesson titles with the Bible verses. (See the unit 

introduction in the Study Guide.) Write the lesson names 

on brick-shaped pieces of paper to look like a wall. For a 

unit display, bring bricks, children’s toy blocks, or other 

material and place in a pile on a table. As the lessons go 

on, place the blocks to look more like a wall. 

 

2. Remind the class that the Books of Ezra and 

Nehemiah are two parts of the same story. Both tell of 

the time when the Jews returned to Judah from 

Babylonia. Ezra tells about the first two groups who 

returned. The first group returned about 70 years after 

they had been taken into exile. Ezra also explains how 

they built the house of the Lord again. Many years later, 

Ezra helped the Jews to know and obey God’s 

commands. 

 

3. Say: The book of Nehemiah is the second part. 

Nehemiah was an important official who worked for the 

king of Persia. God sent Nehemiah to Judah to help the 

Jews to build the walls round Jerusalem again. He 

arrived about 13 years after Ezra went there. The king 

appointed Nehemiah to be the ruler of Judah. Nehemiah, 

like Ezra, helped the Jews obey God’s commands. 

4. In advance: Ask your pastor for a list of prayer needs 

in your church.  
 

5. To begin, ask: How do children get the attention of 

their parents? List responses on a marker board: tugging 

on their parents’ clothes, whining, asking, doing 

something bad, doing something good, making good 

grades in school, making bad grades in school. Which 

ones worked best in your family? Which should parents 

not respond to? 
 

6. Ask: How do we get the attention of God? Which of 

the list on the board would you do? (Asking, do 

something good.) What have you seen people do in other 

religions to get the attention of their gods? 
 

7. Ask: When in our lives do we especially want to get 

God’s attention? (Hard times, when we need something) 

Explain that this lesson will show how Nehemiah got 

God’s attention after a crisis in Judah. 
 

Guide the Study 
8. Say the name “Nehemiah.” Ask if anyone knows 

anything about this book. List responses on blackboard 

and refer to the Study Guide. Include the following 

ideas: 

The book comes at a time after the Israelites were 

conquered by the Babylonians. 

It comes after the Persians conquered the Babylonians, 

so Israel was under Persian rule. 

Many Israelites had been taken prisoner out of their 

land. 

Jerusalem had been destroyed, and the protective walls 

were gone. 

The book is about rebuilding the wall. 

Nehemiah was a cupbearer or food taster for 

Artaxerxes, the Persian king. 

The book is sometimes known as the rest of the Book 

of Ezra. 

 

9. Explain that these lessons on Nehemiah are about 

what we can learn from Nehemiah’s life that will help us 

get things done as he did. List the titles of the lessons 

from Nehemiah.   
 

10. Read Nehemiah 1:1-4. Ask: What did Nehemiah do 

to get God’s attention? (Cried, was sad, did not eat, 



 

Babylon. But after 70 years, God had allowed them to 

return. Nehemiah may have hoped to hear good news. 

God’s people were living back in the country that God 

had given to them. Nehemiah wanted to hear that they 

were happy there. He wanted to hear that they were 

serving God. But his brother gave him bad news. The 

people were not happy. The walls of the city were just 

stones on the ground.) 

 

   Ask a volunteer to read the following before class 

and prepare to tell why city walls were so important:  

    Most cities at this time had city walls. They were to 

defend the city. The wall was strong and thick and high. 

Some people built their houses against the walls. 

    The top of the wall were wide enough for guards to 

walk on top of them. The guards could watch for bad 

things happening inside the city or if an enemy were 

coming from outside. There were large gates in the 

wall. During the day, these gates were open. People 

brought things to sell. At night, the guards closed the 

gates and the city would be safe. 

 

   List the steps that Nehemiah went through in 

Nehemiah1:4: Crying, filled with sorry, did not eat and 

prayed for 4 months. Ask: At what times in your life do 

you find yourself praying? Allow time for response. 

 

   Read Nehemiah 1:5-11. Ask class to listen for 

words that can help us pray. List the verses and words:  

 Verse 5:         Praise and honor 

 Verse 6-7:       Tell God of your sin 

 Verses 8-9:      Remember God’s past work 

 Verses 10-12:  Requests 

 

   State that most of Nehemiah’s prayer was based on 

God’s promises with Israel. We can say that Nehemiah 

was “praying the Bible.” Discuss how we can do that 

today and how knowing what the Bible says can help us 

learn to pray. 
 

Encourage Application 
   Write on the board: “Prayer Helps!” State that when 

we try to understand our world, prayer helps; when we 

have an important job, we should remember how 

important the power of prayer is.  

    Discuss how saying, “I’ll pray for you” is a real 

way to help people. 

    Read and discuss “Things to Think About.” 

    Ask for situations which need prayer. Close by 

praying for these needs. 

prayed) Say: God always knows what is going on in our 

lives. Nehemiah is a good example of someone who 

turned to God when he had troubles. Say: Some people 

turn to God when they have troubles and some turn away 

from God when they have troubles.  

 

11. Read Nehemiah 1:5-11. Discuss how Nehemiah 

turned to God in his prayers. List things we can learn 

from Nehemiah’s prayer”  

 Nehemiah’s prayer praises God for God’s greatness and 

power. 

 Nehemiah’s prayer confessed sin. 

 Nehemiah used words from Scripture as he prayed, 

showing he was familiar with it. 

 Nehemiah begged and asked God to get involved 

because of Who God was and because of the past 

actions of Israel. 

 Nehemiah said he would help. 

 

Encourage Application 
12. Ask: What are reasons or excuses that we do not 

spend more time praying? Remind class that God is the 

best example of a loving father and He loves to hear 

from His children. 

 

13. Share the prayer requests given by the pastor; ask for 

other prayer requests. 

 

14. Sing: “Sweet Hour of Prayer.” 

 

15. Read together the memory verse. 
 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
   Early in the week, ask a member of your class to be 

prepared to share their story of how they became a 

Christian and how their life has been different since that 

time. 
 

Guide the Study 
   Read Nehemiah 1:1-3. Explain who Nehemiah, 

Hanani, and Artaxerxes were and describe the situation 

in Jerusalem. (Nehemiah’s brother, Hanani, and some 

other men came from Judah to visit Nehemiah. He asked 

them for news about Jerusalem, which was the capital of 

Judah. Use the following information:  Nehemiah was 

probably born in Persia and may never have been to 

Judah but he cared about Judah. It was the country that 

God had given to His people. Nehemiah knew that the 

Jews had not obeyed God. So God had punished them. 

God had made them live far away from Judah in 
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Lesson 7: Plan Carefully 

Lesson Focus 
We can go forward when we do careful planning while 

relying on God‟s guidance and blessing. 
 

Focal Text  
Nehemiah 2 
 

Background 
Nehemiah 2 
 

Memory Verse  
“And I said to myself, „God will judge both the man who 

is right and good, and the sinful man. For there is a time 

for everything to be done and a time for work.‟” 

 (Ecclesiastes 3:17) 

       _________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Remind the class that in Lesson 6, we read in 

Nehemiah 1 that Nehemiah had learned of the problems 

and needs in Jerusalem. The walls were down and the 

people were down. Nehemiah prayed that he would be 

used by God while he was working for the Persian king, 

Artaxerxes I.  
 

2. Ask the class to imagine this: You have been invited to 

visit the leader of your country. You have a very 

important need and you know you will be asked, “What 

can I do for you?”  Ask these questions and allow time 

for discussion after each: 

1) How much time will you spend getting ready to ask 

the president? 

2) How will you decide what to ask for? 

3) Do you have anyone to help you as you prepare for 

the meeting? 

4) Would you ask for something personal, something for 

your city or state, or something else—perhaps something 

to help others? 

 

3. Say: Most of us can only dream about meeting an 

important president or world leader. But Nehemiah had 

that opportunity with the king of Persia. Nehemiah was a 

person of prayer. He spent much time telling God of his 

desire to rebuild Jerusalem. Nehemiah was ready when 

the opportunity came to give his idea to Artaxerxes. He 

was not afraid to tell the king what he needed.  

Guide the Study 
4. Use the following instructions for each of the four 

Scripture passages to be studied: 

1) Give a headline or title to the passage relating to the 

theme, “Plan Carefully.”   Display the headline on a 

marker board. 

2) Discuss the role of prayer and how you see God at 

work. 

3) How is planning seen in this passage? 

4) Select your favorite verse in this passage. Tell why 

it was selected.  
 

5. Read Nehemiah 2:1-4. For discussion, use the 

questions above. Ask: Do you think Nehemiah knew he 

looked sad when he served the king? 
 

6. Read Nehemiah 2:5-10. Discuss, using the questions 

above. State that everything was working well for 

Nehemiah. Read verse 10 again. Ask: Does it sometimes 

seem that others give discouraging words, even though 

you are doing God’s work? How should you act when 

this happens? Share that the next lesson will have more 

to say about this. 

 

7. Read Nehemiah 2:1-16. Discuss, using questions 

above. Ask: Why do you think Nehemiah went at night to 

look around the walls of the city and told no one what he 

was planning? 

 

8. Read Nehemiah 2:17- 20. Discuss, using questions 

above. Ask: Can you remember church leaders who did 

a good job sharing dreams and visions with the 

congregation? What could they learn from Nehemiah?    

  

Encourage Application 
9. Write the following on a large poster: 

 
 

10. Ask: Can you think of some times when one of these 

was not done? Say: Nehemiah shows us a good example 

of doing all of these.  
 

11. Read “Things to Think About” in the Study Guide. 

Progress in Doing God‟s Work Comes Best  . . . 

     (1) When action is based on careful planning . .  

     (2) While relying on God‟s guidance and blessing 

            through prayer. 



 

God had heard his prayers. So Nehemiah was confident 

he was ready when God gave him the opportunity. So 

Nehemiah told the king the plan he had been praying 

about to rebuild the city. 

 

   Explain that Nehemiah was also asking the king to 

change his decision about Jerusalem. Earlier the king 

had stopped the people who wanted to build the city 

again (Ezra 4:21). He was also asking the king to send 

him away from his comfortable life in Persia. He would 

have to make a long hard journey. Then he would have 

to work hard to build Jerusalem again. So he asked the 

king to send him there. 

 

   Read Nehemiah 2:10. State: Everything had been 

going great until this verse. Then we find two who were 

not saying helpful things. How do you think Nehemiah 

felt when he heard that Sanballat and Tobiah were 

against his efforts? Ask: How should we act when others 

try to discourage us as we serve the Lord? 
 

   Read Nehemiah 2:11-12. Ask: Why do you think 

Nehemiah went in secret at first to look at the city? 
 

   Read Nehemiah 2:13-16. Discuss what Nehemiah 

did as he looked at the wall. Discuss how it is sometimes 

best to think for awhile before taking actions.  
 

   Read Nehemiah 2:17-20. State that after Nehemiah 

had looked, and thought, he was ready to tell his plans to 

the people. Discuss how inspiring it might have been to 

hear what Nehemiah had to say in verse 17. The people 

wanted to start right away. Say: It is often true that when 

we are doing God’s work, there will be people who try to 

discourage us. State that Nehemiah was ready to move 

forward with God‟s plan.  

 

Encourage Application 
   Discuss what part prayer played in getting 

Jerusalem‟s wall rebuilt. 
 

   Read the following from the author of the Study 

Guide: “I have always thought that the words of the 

Bible speak to us today. Still, I have been amazed at how 

these lessons have so much to teach us about these times 

we are now living.” Ask class to agree or disagree with 

this quote. 
 

   Read together the Memory Verse. 
 

   Lead in prayer, asking God to help us as we plan and 

rely on God‟s guidance and blessing. 

12. Sing: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” 

 

13. Pray for God‟s blessings on plans He gives. 
 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
   Ask class to imagine that they have been asked by the 

church to build a new worship center. Make a list of what 

would need to be done before beginning. Write ideas on 

the board (decide on size, location, hire an architect, 

decide how to pay for the building, bring decisions to 

church for approval --- pray.) Discuss how important 

prayer would be in this plan. 
 

   Ask: Which do you think you are better at: asking 

God for His help, or carrying out a plan that has already 

been decided upon? 

 

Guide the Study 
   Say: Today we learn from Nehemiah one way to 

accomplish God’s purpose or plan. Review this 

information about Nehemiah: 

 1) Nehemiah was in exile in a foreign country, but 

making the best of things. 

 2) He had an important job, working for King Artaxerxes 

I. Nehemiah saw the king often since he was his food 

taster. But the job was dangerous because he would 

intercept any poisoned food. 

 3) Nehemiah had the trust of the king. 

 4) Nehemiah was very worried about his hometown of 

Jerusalem. The city had been destroyed by the 

Babylonians. 
 

   Direct class to listen for three things in Nehemiah 2: 

 1) The part prayer had 

 2) The planning that took place 

 3) What happened because of prayer and planning  
 

   Read Nehemiah 2:1-3. Ask: Do you think Nehemiah 

planned ahead what he would say to the king, or do you 

think he just said what was in his heart? Allow time for 

discussion.  
 

   Read Nehemiah 2:4-9. Ask: What did Nehemiah do 

first? Discuss why prayer was so important. Compare 

these verses to I Thessalonians 5:17 when Paul said: 

“Never stop praying.” Say: The king asked Nehemiah 

what he wanted. This was Nehemiah’s opportunity. He 

only had a moment to pray. Nehemiah told the king what 

he (Nehemiah) wanted to do. He asked the king to send 

him to Judah so that he could build the city again. 

Nehemiah was very bold to say this. But he believed that 
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Lesson 8 : Look Upward  

Lesson Focus 
When others are against you, if you work together and 

trust God, they cannot stop you. 
 

Focal Text  
Nehemiah 3:1-12; 4:1-6 
 

Background 
Nehemiah 3-4 
 

Memory Verse  
“Whatever work you do, do it with all your heart. Do it 

for the Lord and not for men.” (Colossians 3:23) 

____________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Ask: Do you feel encouraged when people tell you that 

you are doing a good job? Ask the class to think of as 

many words as they can that help people know they are 

doing well. List them on the board. (Great, wonderful, 

splendid, fabulous, good try, fantastic, yes!) 
 

2. Encourage class to think of ways they can give words 

of encouragement to people they know: employees, 

husbands or wives, children, parents, your pastor. 
 

3. State: The lesson today is about a time when people 

needed more than usual to be encouraged. Nehemiah did 

this for God’s people and He can teach us what to do 

when others criticize us or oppose us.  
 

 

Guide the Study 
4. Remind the class that in Lesson 7, Nehemiah told of 

his plan to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Ask: How 

much do you think it encouraged Nehemiah when the 

people said, “Let us get up and build” (Nehemiah 2:18)?  

Explain that chapter 3 tells how Nehemiah was helped by 

many different people as they rebuilt the walls and city 

gates. Remind class to listen for 2 things as the verses are 

studied: (1) ways things went well, (2) ways things did 

not go so well.  
 

5. Read Nehemiah 3:1-12. Ask: What went well? (Many 

people were helping, all kinds of people were helping, 

they worked together, they worked fast.)  Ask: What did 

not go well? (There were some who did not help.) 

 

6. Direct the class to look at the rest of the verses from 

Nehemiah 3.  List some of the groups who worked to 

rebuild the wall. Use the following information to 

explain:   

Many people who built the wall did not know how 

to build. They were people who had other jobs. 

Some made perfume or gold to wear.  

 

 Nehemiah asked some to work on the part of the 

wall near their own homes. This way they were sure 

to do a good job. They did not have to travel far to 

work and they could take care of their families. They 

could look at how much they had done. In addition, 

rulers did not think they were too important to help. 

A man who had married a woman who was not a 

believer in the One True God helped. Women helped 

too. Shallum, another of the leaders of the people, 

worked with his daughters to rebuild the wall. 

 

7. Read Nehemiah 4:1-3. Ask class to name the 

criticisms of Sanballat and Tobiah.    

Explain using the following:  

Sanballat and Tobiah did not want the Jews to rebuild 

Jerusalem again. But it was God’s plan to rebuild the 

city. It was God’s plan to send Jesus to be born of a 

Jew and it was God’s plan that Jesus would die for the 

sins of people from all nations.  Nehemiah was doing 

God’s work. 

 

 Sanballat and the army from Samaria came close to 

the city, but they did not do anything because they 

knew the king had told Nehemiah he could build the 

wall. But they laughed at the Jews and insulted them. 

He hoped they would stop work. He said they could 

not do so much work. They were too weak. The walls 

would fall down. But God helped the Jews. 

 

8. Read Nehemiah 3:4-6. Emphasize that the most 

important thing Nehemiah did when Sanballat was 

giving him trouble was to pray. Nehemiah knew he was 

doing God’s work. So Nehemiah asked God to defend 

God’s own work. He asked God to oppose these 

enemies. 
 

 

 



 

about doing something for God from these verses? 

(Working together makes it better; God uses all of us in 

His work; not everyone will take part.) 

     

   State that Nehemiah 3:13-32 tells more about 

building the walls.  

 

   Read Nehemiah 4:1-3. Ask: How do you think 

Nehemiah and the other workers felt with Sanballat and 

Tobiah started to make fun of them and criticize them? 

Allow time for response. 

 

   Read Nehemiah 4:4-6. Ask class to listen for what 

Nehemiah did. (Pray) Ask and discuss: How important is 

it for us to pray?  

 

   Explain that Nehemiah did more than pray. He 

shared his concerns with God but continued to do His 

work. Nehemiah did not allow the criticism to stop the 

work of the Lord. 

 

Encourage Application 
   Read and discuss “Things to Think About.” 
 

   Ask: If you hear one word of criticism and 100 

words of praise, which would you remember tonight, in 

a year, in ten years? How important is it to give praise 

to others? 
 

   Sing: “Take it to the Lord in Prayer.” 
 

   Close by thanking God that He is willing to help us 

and is on our side when we do His work.  

 Encourage Application 
9. Ask class to compare those people who gave their time 

and work to rebuild the walls with Sanballat and Tobiah 

who gave only insults to God’s people. Ask: Which do 

you think is easier to do: criticize or work?  
 

10. State: We cannot always stop others from being 

critical. We can stop what we do after that. Ask: What 

are some things that helped Nehemiah and the people 

keep working when Sanballat came? (Prayer, working 

together, knowing God was on their side.) 
 

11. Read the Memory Verse together. Ask: How does this 

verse fit this lesson? 
 

12.  Pray, asking God’s help in doing His work. 

 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
   State: Think of the last special event you helped with 

at church, like a potluck dinner, or other event. Ask: 

Which would you rather do, help get ready or help when 

it is over? Allow time for answers. State: Usually it takes 

two times as long to get ready for a large event than it 

does to clean up from a large event. Describe how 

quickly a large building can be destroyed and fall down. 

Then say: Some say it takes five positive compliments to 

overcome the effects of one negative remark. Allow time 

for class to comment. 

 

Guide the Study 
   Point out that the study in Lesson 7 teaches what 

Nehemiah did when people opposed the work on 

rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. Remind class that they 

can keep on doing good work when others are being 

negative. 

 

   Read Nehemiah 3:1-12. State that this is one of three 

chapters that tell about the work in rebuilding the walls of 

Jerusalem. Use the following to discuss these verses: 

 1) How many different people are in these verses? (More 

than 20 different names, more than 41 work groups) 

 2) What words or sentences are repeated many times? 

(Names of different gates, different families or groups of 

people) 

 

   Point out how Nehemiah put the people in different 

groups and the work was completed in 52 days 

(Nehemiah 6:15). Ask class to describe the different 

kinds of people who worked. Ask: What can we learn 
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Lesson 9 : Act With Honesty 

Lesson Focus 
God wants His people to be honest and fair, and give to 

the poor and to those who are not treated right. 
 

Focal Text  
Nehemiah 5 
 

Background 
Nehemiah 5 
 

Memory Verse  
“O my God, remember me for good for all I have done for 

these people.” (Nehemiah 5:19) 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Make a poster with the words “Service and Sacrifice” 

on the top. Ask class to look at the list below. Start with 

#1 for the one that requires the most service and sacrifice 

and, #2 for the next and so on until you get to the one that 

requires the least. 

Civic club______ 

Sports team _____ 

Job______ 

Country _____ 

City _____ 

Church _____ 

Being a Christian _____ 
 

2. Say: This lesson tells how Nehemiah was a model of 

service and sacrifice, a man who acted with honesty. 

 

Guide the Study 

3. Prepare a poster with review information (as shown). 
 

4. Read Nehemiah 5:1-5. State that Nehemiah’s service 

and sacrifice for the Jews led to a new problem. 

Nehemiah had done a good job of getting the work done. 

He had chosen guards to protect the people while they 

worked. Ask: What were the problems? 
 

5. List problems on the board and include the following: 

 1) Wealthy Jews saw a way to make a profit. They were  

doing this in a way that was cruel and not fair to the 

poorer Jews. The poor came to Nehemiah to complain. 

 2) There was also famine in the country and many were 

hungry. They had no money to buy food for their 

families. They could not pay their taxes. Because they 

were building the city wall, they were not able to do 

other work. They may not have had time to grow food. 

They had to ask the richer people to lend them money. 

 3) Some of the poor people had to sell their property. If 

they did not have enough money, they sold their children 

as slaves. They knew this was not right. They could see 

rich people making more money. The rich people made 

the poor people to pay too much money for their loans. 
 

6. Read Nehemiah 5:6-13. Ask: How did Nehemiah feel? 

Explain:When Nehemiah heard about these troubles, he 

was angry. He did not want to stop work on the walls, 

but he felt sorry for the poor people.  
 

7. Ask: After Nehemiah thought what to do, what plan 

did he make? (He met with the rich people and told them 

they were doing wrong. Nehemiah reminded the rich 

people about a time when Jews had been slaves. 

Nehemiah and his friends had tried to buy these slaves 

back when they returned to Judah. Nehemiah told the 

rich people that they had not obeyed God’s commands 

(Deuteronomy 23:19-20; 24:10-13; Leviticus 25:35-46). 

God had sent the Jews away because they did not obey 

God’s commands. 
 

8. Discuss the response of the rich leaders. The rich 

could not answer Nehemiah. They knew that their 

actions were wrong. They knew that they had no excuse. 
 

9. Ask: What do we learn about Nehemiah from chapter 

5, verses 6-13? (Nehemiah did the right things whether 

or not anyone noticed. He used his own money to free 

Jews who had been slaves. Nehemiah and his friends had 

Jeremiah 1-4 Review 

  Israel was taken over by the Babylonians who were 

taken over by the Persians. 

  Nehemiah was one of the prisoners. He was given an  

important job as the cupbearer for the Persian king, 

Artaxerxes. 

  God used Nehemiah to help those back in Jerusalem. 

  Nehemiah wanted to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 

King Artaxerxes gave permission for this. 

  After much prayer, Nehemiah made a plan for the Jews 

to work together in groups to rebuild the city walls. 

 The work was about half finished, even with Sanballat 

and Tobiah opposing them. 



 

have you heard these words? State that life does not 

always treat us fairly. Sometimes we can do nothing 

about it. Other times we can do something to make it 

right. Ask for examples. 

 

Guide the Study 
 Make an outline to display for this study: 

 Review Nehemiah 1-4. Say: Nehemiah has a new 

problem.  

 

 

 Read Nehemiah 5:1-5. Ask class to describe the 

problem found in these verses. Point to 1) on the teaching 

outline from the poster. Use information from #4 in the 

first part of the Study Guide to explain. 
 

 Read Nehemiah 5:6-8. Note point 2) above. Ask: What 

did Nehemiah do when he learned what was going on? 

Discuss if Nehemiah did the right thing. Ask one person 

to take the role of a poor person and another the role of 

one of the rich. Ask them how they felt.  
 

 Discuss if any in the class have become angry over 

injustice in their city and what they did about the 

injustice. 
 

 Read Nehemiah 5:9-13. Note 3) on the outline. Discuss 

these verses using information from the Study Guide and 

#6 above. Talk about how important it was that the rich 

gave back the 100th part and the promises they made.  
 

 Read Nehemiah 5:14-19. Note 4) in the teaching 

outline. Ask: What was Nehemiah trying to teach by what 

he did and said? (He was an example; he did his part to 

help; he acted with honesty.) 
 

Encourage Application 
 Read and discuss “Things to Think About.”  
 

 Make a list of injustices in your area. Make a check 

beside any that your class could do something about. 

Discuss what your class could do. 
 

 Pray for God to guide each person to live as Nehemiah 

did. 

also loaned money and grain to poor people, but they did 

not charge the people money for the loans. Nehemiah 

obeyed God’s command. He was a good model to the 

other leaders of the people. Nehemiah ordered the rich 

leaders to give back the poor people’s property. He also 

told the leaders to give back the money they had charged 

the poor people for the loans. The leaders agreed to do 

what Nehemiah ordered. Nehemiah called the priests. He 

wanted them to hear the leaders’ promise. 
 

10. Read Nehemiah 5:14-19. Ask the class to listen for 

what this passage teaches about Nehemiah. Ask: Why did 

Nehemiah do as he did? Point out verses 15 and 18. 

Explain using the following information: Nehemiah was 

a good leader and model. He became a ruler who cared 

about the people, working with them. The king allowed 

the ruler to have special food and to tax the people. But 

Nehemiah did not want to do this. He knew that many of 

the people were poor. They already had to pay taxes to 

the king. Earlier rulers of Judah had not always been 

good leaders. They had taken from the people. Nehemiah 

did not do that. He wanted to lead the people and rebuild 

the walls. Nehemiah fed many people with his own 

money during the 12 years he was a ruler. Nehemiah 

wanted to please God and be a good ruler. 
 

Encourage Application 
11. Ask: What does it mean to say that Nehemiah truly 

feared the Lord? Explain that this means loving God, 

serving Him and being thankful for God’s blessings. It 

means to be loyal to God and obey His commandments. 

This was how Nehemiah lived. Nehemiah believed his 

life should be a blessing to others in need. 
 

12. Ask: How would you feel if you were one of the poor 

people during the time of Nehemiah? Compare this 

passage to today’s news. Allow time for responses. 
 

13. Ask: What are some ways for us to be like 

Nehemiah? When is the last time you tried to take action 

to make something right for other people? 
 

14. Read the Memory Verse. 
 

15. Sing “Make Me a Blessing.” 
 

16. Pray that God will show ways to act the way 

Nehemiah did. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
 Write: “THAT’S NOT FAIR!” on a board. Ask: When 
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Act with Honesty 

1) Understand Injustice – Nehemiah 5:1-5 

2) Fight Against Injustice – Nehemiah 5:6-8 

3) Put a Stop to Injustice – Nehemiah 5:9-13 

4) Make Sure Injustice Never Happens Again  

   – Nehemiah 5:14-19 
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Lesson 10 : Trust God 

Lesson Focus 
God’s teachings in the Bible need to be at the center of 

the lives of God’s people. 
 

Focal Text  
Nehemiah 7:73b; 8:1-4a, 9-18 
 

Background 
Nehemiah 7:73b—9:38 
 

Memory Verse  
―Then Ezra gave honor and thanks to the Lord the great 

God. And all the people answered, ―Let it be so!‖ while 

lifting up their hands. They bowed low with their faces 

to the ground and worshiped the Lord.‖  (Nehemiah 8:6) 
 

—————————— 
 

Connect with Life 
1.Prepare a display of party items: hat, balloons, 

noisemakers, etc. Lead the class to name different kinds 

of parties. Start a list on a board and let class add to the 

list: Birthday, Weddings, Graduation, End of School. 

Ask: Have you ever heard of a Party to Honor the 

Bible? Say: We celebrate Christmas and Easter, but 

what about a celebration for Scripture? 
 

Guide the Study 
2. State that in today’s 

lesson Nehemiah asked the 

Jews to gather together. 

Explain that this study 

comes after the Jews had 

finished the wall and people 

had come back to the city. 

Nehemiah called the people 

to come hear lessons from 

God’s word. A celebration, a revival, happened when the 

people heard the reading of the word.  
 

3. Invite the class to stand up as they did in the time of 

Nehemiah and read all the verses at one time. Read 

Nehemiah 7:73b—8:6. Following the reading allow 

everyone to sit down during the time of discussion.  
 

4. Ask: In what ways does our church show that we 

honor God and His word? Allow time for response. 

Include: Teaching the Bible in Bible study, reading the 

Bible in worship, preaching from the Bible, offering 

Bible studies at other times in the week.     
 

5. Have class stand again for the reading of Nehemiah 

8:9-18. Direct the class to sit after the reading. Direct 

class to notice that these people had a reason to 

celebrate. Ask: Why did Nehemiah want the Jews to 

celebrate? (The people understood the words which 

they had heard.) Discuss the ways they celebrated. 

(Food, olive branches, special tents, listening to God’s 

Word every day) Conclude by reading verse 17 

together. 

 

Encourage Application 
6. Give out paper and pencils. Ask class to list ways 

they can show more honor to the Bible. Allow time for 

discussion and include: read the Bible every day, study 

the verses before each lesson, apply the Bible to the 

way they live, teach the Bible to others. 
 

7. Point out the Bible verses for the next Lesson 11. 

Encourage class to read them every day in preparation 

for next study. 
 

8. Sing: ―We Gather Together to Ask the Lord’s 

Blessing.‖ 
 

9. Read the Memory Verse. 
 

10. Pray for God to help class make His word known. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 

Write the word ―Revival‖ on the board. Discuss the 

meaning of this word. Talk about the series of 

evangelistic meetings which were once common in 

Baptist churches. Discuss the purpose of these 

meetings. (To encourage God’s people to think about 

their walk with God, confess sins, sharing the love of 

Jesus and His plan of salvation with those who don’t 

know Him)  

Ahead of time, invite someone who became a 

Christian during a series of revival meetings to tell their 



 

for rejoicing and not for sorrow.  
 

Nehemiah 8:13-18. Ask: What happened when the 

people heard the reading the next day? The leaders of 

the families came to hear what was in the book of the 

law. Ezra and the religious leaders helped the people 

study about a special holiday during the seventh month 

called the Feast of Tents. They wanted to celebrate this 

time when the Jews left Egypt, and the feast’s events 

reminded them of how they had left Babylonia. 

 
 

Encourage Application 
Remind the class how the Jews celebrated and did 

things to honor God and God’s word. Ask: What are 

some things our church does to show that we honor God 

and follow His word? 

 

Ask class not to answer out loud but think about this 

question: Do you think you honor God and His word 

enough? Do you read it and try to live by it? 

 

Invite someone in your class who can remember a time 

when they first heard or read the Bible and it made a 

difference in their life. Recall times when people were 

not allowed to have Bibles and the only Scripture they 

had was what they had memorized. Ask class to think of 

places where possessing a Bible is illegal. Ask: Do we 

appreciate reading and owning Bibles? 

 

Read and discuss ―Things to Think About.‖ 

 

Pray for revival and understanding of God’s teachings.  
 

 

 

story to the class. 

Explain that true revival does not have to come during 

a series of meetings, but begins when we get our hearts in 

line with God’s heart by reading and obeying His word. 

 

Guide the Study 
Explain that this study of Nehemiah tells about a time 

of revival and came because the people heard the word of 

God when it was read to them.  
 

Use this outline during the study: 

Read Nehemiah 7:73b--8:1. Explain using the 

following: 

Revival came to the Jews because Nehemiah wanted 

the people to learn about God. They did not yet know 

about God’s law so they did not know how to serve 

God. The people themselves asked to hear God’s law 

and to understand it. 
 

Read Nehemiah 8:2-4a; 5-6. Explain that it was the 

seventh month, which was the special month of holy 

days. Ezra the priest read God’s law to them. The people 

even built a high wooden platform for Ezra to stand on 

while he read the law. Ezra read the law to all the men 

and women. The children who were old enough to 

understand were also there. He read for about five or six 

hours, and the people stood and listened. Ezra had 13 

companions with him on the high platform. Perhaps they 

also read the law so that Ezra did not have to read for the 

whole time.  
 

Ask: What did the people do when they heard the word 

of God? (They bowed their faces to the ground in 

worship to God.) Discuss how we can show respect for 

God today.  

 

Read Nehemiah 8:9-12. Compare what happened in 

these verses to what can happen in revivals today. 

Explain that the Holy Spirit convicts people of their need 

to be right with God. Read 2 Chronicles 7:14. Say: 

Nehemiah knew that what was happening was a reason 
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1) Asking for the Teachings of God  

 – Nehemiah 7:73b-8:1 

2) Respect the Teachings of God  

 – Nehemiah 8:2-4a 

3) Rejoice in the Teachings of God  

 – Nehemiah 8:9-12 

4) Remember the Teachings of God  

 – Nehemiah 8:13-18 
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Lesson 11 : Be Thankful 

Lesson Focus 
When God blesses, the right thing to do is give thanks. 

 

 Focal Text  
Nehemiah 12:27-43 
 

 Background 
Nehemiah 12 
 

 Memory Verse  
“Praise the Lord, all nations! Praise Him all people! For 

His loving-kindness toward us is great. And the truth of 

the Lord lasts forever. Praise the Lord.”  (Psalm 117) 

_________________   
 

 Connect with Life 
1. Ask: What are some reasons people celebrate? List as 

many as possible on a board. (Birthdays, weddings, 

graduations, wedding anniversaries) Ask: What are some 

special things which Christians celebrate? (Friends and 

family members becoming a Christian, dedication of a 

new baby, new churches getting started, God’s blessings, 

etc.) 
 

 Guide the Study 
2. Explain that in the chapters before this lesson, we can 

read of the need to bring people back to settle Jerusalem. 

People from all over Judah had come to work on the city 

walls. Nehemiah found those people who had families 

living in the city before exile. A plan was made to bring 

one in 10 Jews from the cities of Judah to live in 

Jerusalem. State that this lesson is the final lesson from 

the unit on Nehemiah and is about celebration times in 

Nehemiah. The walls had been rebuilt in 52 days. The 

people had had a revival and were now dedicated to God’s 

covenant. 
 

3. For each passage, read and then answer the following 

questions. Place the questions on a poster board: 

 

4. Read Nehemiah 12:27-43. Answer the questions 

above. (Celebrated finishing the city walls with a parade 

and time of dedication. Importance: God wants us to 

rejoice and celebrate what He does.) 
 

5. Read Luke 2:7-20. (Celebrated the birth of Jesus, 

God, the angels and the shepherds all rejoiced. 

Importance: God wants us to announce His good news to 

others.) 
 

6. Read Luke 15:1-10. (Celebrated finding something 

that was lost; celebrated with family and friends. 

Importance: God celebrates when one person comes to 

Him in faith.) 
  

Encourage Application 
7. Ask: What are some things you can remember your 

church celebrating? How did they do it? (Celebrating 

Easter, Christmas, a building dedication, welcoming a 

new pastor) Ask: How do you celebrate when a new 

person comes to Christ? Discuss how much more 

rejoicing there is in heaven when someone new becomes 

a follower. 
 

8. Point out that much joy and thankfulness are a part of 

each passage studied above. 
 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
   Ask: What is the last party you went to? What was 

your favorite thing that happened? Allow time for 

answers. 
 

   Say: Today’s final study in Nehemiah tells about a 

time of celebration as God’s people rejoiced that the 

walls around Jerusalem were completed. 
 

Guide the Study 
   Remind class about the city of Jerusalem in the 

beginning of Nehemiah. Ask: What did Nehemiah see 

when he looked at the city? (The walls had been 

destroyed and much of the city was torn down.) Ask: 

What did Nehemiah do when he saw the city? (He cried. 

It was a sad time for Jerusalem and for God’s people.) 
 

 

1) What was being celebrated? 

2) How was it celebrated? 

   3) What is main lesson for this passage? 



 

showed the feelings of the people for the help God had 

given. Ask: What did it mean that the joy of the people 

could be heard from far away? Can people who are 

outside our church hear that we are full of joy?  

 

Encourage Application 
  Read and Discuss “Things to Think About.” 

 

   Display the words: “Joy,” “Praise,” and 

“Thanksgiving” in bright letters on a large poster. Say: 

This celebration was a memorial to all God had done. It 

also was a dedication of the walls to God’s use and His 

purpose. The walls would defend Jerusalem and God’s 

house. Nehemiah had prayed that God would remember 

his work. Read Nehemiah 13:14, 31. Say: He asked God 

to bless the work of his hands for the use of the kingdom. 

 

   Ask: Is it possible to offer our work to God and find 

joy and a reason to praise God? Discuss how working 

with others to do God’s work gives reasons to celebrate.          

 

   Sing the Doxology: “Praise God from Whom All 

Blessings Flow.” 

 

   Invite class to list ways God has blessed your church, 

class, and those in the class. Pray and include 

thanksgiving for these blessings. 

  State: God helped Nehemiah and the Jews complete 

what seemed like an impossible job. In only 52 days, the 

walls were rebuilt, and the gates replaced. It was a time  

to rejoice and celebrate.  

 

   Read Nehemiah 12:27-30. Ask: Who came to lead in 

the songs of thanks and other songs? (The Levites, the 

tribe that led in worship)  Ask: Where did they come 

from? (Villages outside Jerusalem) Ask: What did they 

do before they led in singing? (They made themselves, 

the people, the gates, and the wall holy).  

 

   Explain that the people were happy because they had 

finished building the walls of Jerusalem again. They 

wanted to thank God for helping them. It was the job of 

the Levites to lead the people when they praised God. 

So the Levites and the singers came from all the other 

towns to thank God with musical instruments. The 

religious leaders priests carried out a special ceremony. 

Probably they made sacrifices to ask God to forgive 

their sins. The walls were rebuilt. They were ready to 

serve God. 

 

   Read Nehemiah 12:31-39. Ask: What were the Jews 

doing in these verses? (Nehemiah took the leaders to the 

top of the wall and divided them into 2 groups. One 

group marched one way round the walls thanking God 

and the other group marched the other way. The priests 

played trumpets and other musical instruments. Ezra 

went with one group and Nehemiah went with the 

other.) 

 

   Ask: Do you remember reading that Tobiah had 

made fun of the people trying to rebuild the wall and 

said even a fox would be able to knock the walls down? 

State that now the walls were so large that people could 

march across on top of them. Discuss the kind of 

celebration the Jews held when their wall was complete.  

 

   Read Nehemiah 12:40-43. Compare the opening and 

closing ceremonies of Olympic Games to what 

happened here. Say: The country hosting the Olympics 

celebrates all the construction and new work and a 

successful Olympics. These verses tell of a giant 

festivity, when the Jews celebrated the work of God and 

God’s people in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. 

 

   Invite class to describe those who participated in the 

celebration. (Women and children, religious leaders, 

Levites, those who had worked on the walls.) Ask: What 

was the most important part of the celebration? Allow 

time for discussion. State that thanksgiving and praise 
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Lesson 12: What Is Wrong with Us? 

Lesson Focus  
Religion that is only for show does not respect God. 

 

Focal Text  
Malachi 1:6-14; 2-4-9 

 

Background Text 

Malachi 1:1—2:9 

 

Memory Verse  
“For the lips of a religious leader should have much 

learning. Men should listen for teaching from his mouth, 

for he is sent by the Lord of All.” (Malachi 2:7) 

_________________ 
 
Connect with Life 
1. Before class begins ask someone to come forward 

when you give the signal to pick up hymnbooks and 

Bibles and take them out of the room.  
 

2. Prepare a poster for this lesson.  Wait to display it 

until directed as below: 

3. Sing a worship song such as Praise to the Lord, the 

Almighty. Give the signal and have the books and Bibles 

taken away. Then place the sign on the door of the room 

where everyone can see it. Ask: What did you think 

when this happened? Discuss what would happen if our 

church really was closed by God because of disrespect 

for Him. 

 

4. Say: Malachi is the last of the twelve books of the Old 

Testament’s minor prophets. Explain that the Old 

Testament is God’s agreement with His people. In the 

covenant God says He will care for His people, and 

God’s people agree to love God and to obey Him. It was 

written after the Jews had returned to Jerusalem and 

rebuilt the house of God and the walls. Malachi teaches 

that God judges His people with loving- kindness. He 

will forgive the sins of those who worship Him.  

5. Place the lesson focus on the marker board: Religion 

that is only for show does not respect God. 

 

Guide the Study 

6. Read Malachi 1:6-9. Explain that Malachi means my 

messenger. The word for message means a heavy load. 

Then read the verses again in a special way. Choose a 

good reader to lead, reading Malachi 1:6a (the words of 

God). Ask everyone else to respond with verse 6b (the 

words of Israel). Continue to read in this way: Leader, 

People. (Leave out the words says the Lord of All.) 

 

7. Point out that the book of Malachi has six 

conversations. God asks a question or makes a statement 

and the people ask a question. Ask: What were the 

questions of God and of the people in verse 6? 

 

8.  Prepare a chart: 

 

 

 

  

  

Use Verses 7-9 and list under Then what God said. 

Discuss what God might say now to our church. List 

responses under Now. 
 

9. Ask: What was missing from the people in the way 

they worshipped? Write the word RESPECT with a large 

marker across the chart. 

 

10. Point to the Now column and ask: If God were to 

close our place of worship today, how do you think 

people would feel? Would some fall away? Would some 

repent and change? How would we need to change to 

show in worship that we respect God?  

 

11. Read Malachi 2:4-9. Discuss why God gives special 

blame to the priests for the worship situation. 

 

Encourage Application 

12. Write Worship on the board. Ask class to help list 

what should happen in a worship service. (Prayer, praise, 

Church Closed! 

Due to Disrespect and Meaningless Action 

“What’s Wrong with Our Religion?” 

Then                         Now 



 

walk or blind animals or animals that have diseases. God 

will not accept unclean gifts.) 

 

   Discuss the difference between proper worship and 

improper worship. Ask: In what ways are we responsible 

for the way we worship? 

 

   Read Malachi 1:10-14. Ask the class to look for 

what God said would happen. Ask: What do you think 

will happen to us if we do not worship God in the right 

way? 

 

   Reach Malachi 2:1-2. Ask: What did God say the 

religious leaders must do? Discuss why worship leaders 

are responsible when worship is not respectful to God. 

Ask: Who are the religious leaders today?  

 

   Read 1 Peter 2:4-5, 9. Say: These verses teach that 

we who are believers are the religious leaders now. Ask: 

What does God want of us? 

 

 

Encourage Application 

   Ask: If you invited your pastor over for dinner, 

would you serve old food from a meal from a week ago? 

Would you give a broken or dirty dish to someone as a 

wedding gift? Discuss the word re-gifting from the Study 

Guide. Discuss how we do this to God when we do not 

give Him our best.  
 

   Write on the marker board or prepare a poster before 

class with the words Right Ways to Worship.  Use the 

following questions for review. 

1) ACTIONS: What did the people do that God did not 

approve? 

2) ATTITUDE: Did the people show they did not 

worship God in the right way? 

3) RESPONSIBLE: Were the worship leaders 

responsible for the way they led the people? 

4) RIGHT WORSHIP: What kind of worship pleases 

God?     

 

   Sing: “Our Best.” 

 

   Pray for God to be worshiped in the right way. 

music, Bible reading, offerings, fellowship, preaching, 

evangelism) 
 

13. Discuss ways we can show disrespect to God in each 

of the items listed. Discuss ways we can show respect to 

God through each of these. Ask: Can we do the right 

thing for the wrong reason and hurt our walk with God? 

Compare what happened during the time of Malachi to 

what we do today. 
 

14. Sing: Holy, Holy, Holy. 

 

15. Read and discuss Things to Think About. 
 

16. Pray for repentance and right worship.  

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect With Life 
   Show the Time Line for Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, 

Nehemiah, and Malachi suggested in the Teaching Tips 

section for the first lesson. Use information from the 

study guide unit introduction to tell about Malachi. 

 

   Prepare a fill-in-the-blank poster to introduce the 

study. Ask learners to search these verses and complete 

each question as you fill it in. 

 

Malachi 1:2  “How have you _______us?”                                        

    (loved) 

Malachi 1:6      “How have we _________your name?                        

    (hated) 

Malachi 2:10    “Why do we sin against the   

   _______________of our Fathers?”    

  (agreement) 

Malachi 3:7      “How are we to _________________?”                     

    (return) 

Malachi 3:13    “What have we ________against you?”                 

    (said) 
 

   Place a star by Malachi 1:6 and state that today’s 

study centers on the second question: “How have we 

hated your name?”  

 

Guide the Study    
   Read Malachi 1:6-9. Ask: How were the Jews 

showing disrespect for God in their worship? Discuss 

God’s objections. (You do not show respect to Me. You 

do not respect My name. You put unholy food on My 

altar. It is wrong when you offer animals that cannot 
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Lesson 13: Does God Really Judge Us? 

Lesson Focus  
God says we must obey His laws and He will make sure 

that we do. 

 

Focal Text  
Malachi 2:17 to 3:5 

 

Background Text 

Malachi 2:10 to 3:5 

 

Memory Verse  
You have made the Lord tired with your words. Yet you 

say, “How have we made Him tired?” By saying, 

“Everyone who sins is good in the eyes of the Lord. And 

He is pleased with them.” Or by asking, “Where is the 

God Who is fair?” (Malachi 2:17)  

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Prepare the following quiz on a poster, overhead cell, or 

prepare a PowerPoint presentation: 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Place the following list on separate pieces of paper. Hand 

them out and ask students to place them beside one of the 

lines on the list above: 

➣ Racial Inequality 

➣ Poverty and Hunger 

➣ Poor Education 

➣ Bad Health Care 

➣ Unfair Imprisonment 

➣ Selling Others for Sex 

➣ Political corruption 

➣ Terrorism 

➣ Child Abuse 

 

 

2. State: We sometimes wonder, where is God in all this? 
Why doesn’t God do something? 
 

Guide the Study 

3. Read Malachi 2:17. Ask these questions and allow time 

for discussion: How do you think God looks at what is not 
fair in the world today? What if we prayed and God gave 

us the words in Malachi 2:17?  
Say: There are 2 sins: 

1) When people say that there is no difference between 

right and wrong. 
2) When people say that God is not a fair God. 
 

4. Read Malachi 2:10-16. List those things which people 

were doing that God was tired of. (Breaking their 

agreement with God, marrying wives who did not believe 

in the One True God, divorcing their wives, doing wrong to 

wives) 
 

5. Read Malachi 3:14. Ask these questions. Place them on a 

marker board: 

1) What was God’s plan for bringing people back to 

Himself? 

2) What kind of messenger would God send? 

3) What did God want to happen after He brought 

judgment? 
 

6. Ask: How does God judge nations today? Do you think 
natural disasters, plagues, or economic failures are a sign 

of God’s judgment? Allow time for discussion. 
 

7. Ask: How does God judge individuals today? Are these 

signs of God’s judgment: Illness, accidents, job loss, or the 
death of a loved one? 
 

8. Ask: What does God want to happen when He judges His 

people? 
 

9. Read Malachi 3:5. List the six actions God said He 

would judge. Ask: What would each of these look like 
today? 

 

Encourage Application 
10. Discuss ways in which churches can help those who 

have troubles like those in Malachi 5. Explain that in 

Malachi’s writing, it was those who did not pay a man what 

he had earned, those who made it hard for the woman 

whose husband had died and for children with no parents, 

those who turned away from the stranger.  

 Use the following information to find ideas on 

where to get involved to help people in need:  

1)  These make me afraid: _____ 

2)  These have happened to me: ______ 

3)  I am trying to change these:  ______ 



 

True God (Malachi 2:11). 

2) Were unfaithful to the wives they had first married 

(Malachi 2:11). 

3) Divorce and domestic violence (Malachi 2:15). 

 

    Read Malachi 2:17. Explain that this is what God says 

about the unfaithfulness of His people. Say: The people 

expected God’s blessings without having to obey God and 
keep their promises to Him. Verse 17 is the question: 

Where is the God of justice in this unjust world?  
 

    Explain that the people of God in Malachi’s day 

complained because it seemed like bad people had a better 

life than good people. The people of God in Malachi’s day 

were depressed and discouraged because it seemed like the 

wicked prospered and had it better than the godly. This 

filled them with doubt and unbelief, and they grumbled that 

everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord. It 

offends God when people accuse Him of injustice. 
 

    Read Malachi 3:1. Ask: What does God plan to do? 

Explain that God plans to send a malachi which means my 

messenger or a person who brings my message. Mark used 

this same word to tell about John the Baptist in Mark 1:2-4. 
 

    Read Malachi 3:2-3. Write these words on the board: 

refiner’s fire and strong soap.  Explain that God’s 

judgment is like the refiner, a man who makes metals pure 

with fire. Only pure gold and pure silver are left after the 

fire. God is the only One Who is pure. God’s judgment 

cleans His people like strong soap. Ask: What do the fire 

and soap have in common? (They purify.) Ask the class to 

name something else that describes God’s judgment for us. 

Say: The purpose of soap and fire is to clean, not to 

destroy. 
 

    Read Malachi 3:4. Ask: What did God hope to do by 

bringing His judgment through this messenger? (God 

wanted to make His people pure and bring them back to 

Himself.) Ask: Do people today think they will be judged 
when they do things God does not want them to do? Allow 

time for discussion. 
 

    Read Malachi 3:5. List the groups God would judge. 

Ask: How does disrespect for God lead to disrespect of 

people? Explain that the opposite of disrespecting people is 

giving them loving help.  
 

Encourage Application 

    Read Jesus’ words about judgment from Matthew 

25:31-46. Say: Sin makes God tired. Sin is when we do not 
obey God’s rules. God becomes tired when people sin. He 

never becomes tired when he hears people’s prayers.  

 

    Read the memory verse together. 

—Look in the state Baptist paper for mission site updates. 

—Ask members of the class to tell about their experiences 

with mission projects such as Habitat for Humanity, disaster 

relief, battered women’s shelters, children’s home projects, 

homeless shelters, Shoes for Orphan Souls, or local food 

projects.  

 As a class, discuss and decide on a project. 
 

11. Read James 1:27 and 2:14-17. Ask students to think 

about ways they can be involved in fighting injustice. Ask 

them to write down their promises and place in their Bibles.  
 

12. Read and discuss “Things to Think About.”  
 

13. Sing Trust and Obey. Pray that God will lead the class 

to help those in need.  

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
   Bring news stories, pictures, or Internet news of 

injustices. State that this study is to discover how to avoid 

experiencing God’s judgment on ourselves, our church, and 

our nation for doing wrong to others. 
 

    Prepare a poster with a picture of a scale and use the 

following information to complete it during class: 

Point to LOVE and then to the word JUSTICE. Say: “God’s 

love balances His justice.” Under LOVE, write Faithfulness 

and ask: What balances God’s faithfulness? Write: 

Requirements across from Faithfulness. Next write: 

Blessings and ask again: What balances God’s goodness 
and blessings? Write: Judgment across from Blessings. 

State that God’s love, faithfulness, and blessings are 

matched by His justice. God must judge His people when 

they do not obey His requirements. 

 

Guide the Study 
    Prepare the following outline for the study: 

 

 

Review Malachi 2:10-16. Explain what God said His people 

did wrong: 

1) Married those who were not believers in the One 
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       .                      GOD  

 

              LOVE                  JUSTICE 

          Faithfulness             Requirements 

           Blessings                 Judgment 

God Makes the Rules to Live By (Malachi 2:17) 

God Makes the Rules for Our Future (Malachi 3:1-5) 
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Lesson 14: Why Do We Need to Tithe? 

Lesson Focus  
We need to repent, to change, when we do not do what 

God teaches.  

 

Focal Text  
Malachi 3:6-12 

 

Background Text 

Malachi 3:6 to 4:6 

 

 

Memory Verse  
“„Bring the tenth-part to the store-house, so that there 

may be food in My house. Trust me in this,‟ says the 

Lord of All. „See if I will not then open the windows of 

heaven and pour out good things for you until there is no 

more need.‟” (Malachi 3:10) 

 

_________________ 
 
Connect with Life 
1. Prepare a poster to display for this lesson. Leave room to 

write below the statement: 

2. Sing or read together: Great Is Thy Faithfulness. 

1) Stop after the first verse and ask a volunteer to tell one 

way that God has shown faithfulness to him or her the past 

week. 

2) Following Verse 2, ask another person to tell one way he 

or she sees God‟s blessings in the natural world. 

3) After Verse 3, ask the class to think about a time when 

they experienced God‟s forgiveness and felt God drawing 

them back to Himself. Allow time for someone to share 

with the group, if desired. 

 

3. Read James 1:17-18. State that God is always faithful 

and dependable. He never changes. God gives all the good 

things that come into our lives. State that this lesson is 

about a time when Israel did not remember this truth. 

 

Guide the Study 

4. Read Malachi 3:6-7. Ask: What do we learn about God? 

(He does not change.) What does it mean that God does not 

change? (He is perfect. If you are perfect there is no reason 

to change; it is not necessary.) 

 

5. Ask: What was the wrong that God said His people did? 
(Turned aside from God‟s laws, did not obey them) Point to 

the poster (see number 1 above). Under the title, write 

down what the people were doing. Ask: How does the title 
fit these verses? 

 

6. Read Malachi 2:11, 14, and 16 from Lesson 13 as a 

reminder about those things the people were doing which 

broke God‟s law. 

 

7. Read Malachi 3:7. Ask: What did God ask Israel to do? 

Add Return to Me, to the poster. Then add the question 

from this verse: How are we to return? Discuss how this 

question can be answered. (Read God‟s Word to learn what 

to do, come in humility to God, confess our sins to God, 

talk to a Christian friend, ask God to forgive us and ask 

forgiveness from those we have hurt, change what we do) 

 

8. Read Malachi 3:8-9. Ask: Do these words surprise you? 

Allow time for response. Ask: Do these words sound like 
we are trying to pay our way into God’s favor? Why do you 

think God asked Israel to change their ways in this 
particular way? 

 

9. Write these three scripture passages on a marker board. 

Read: 

Leviticus 27:30-32 

Numbers 18:28-29. 

Deuteronomy 26:12-13  

 

10. Ask: Why did God require giving 10 percent of one’s 

income?  

Write the following words on the board: 

Stewards 

Managers 
Caretakers 

Say: Everything belongs to God. We only borrow it for our 

lifetime. (Read Psalm 24:1 and 2 Corinthians 8:1-5.) 

 
11. Read Malachi 3:10-12. Ask: What is the test in these 
verses? (Faith of the people, obeying God) Explain that a 

storehouse is a building where people store things. When 

If You Don’t Feel as Close to God as You Used to... 

Who moved? 



 

    Read Malachi 3:8-9. Write: Why, When, What, Where 

on the marker board. Use the following questions: 

➣Why did Malachi talk to the people about tithing (giving 

the tenth part) as a way to come back to God? (See Malachi 

1:7-9.) 

➣When do we first read about tithing in the Bible? (Recall 

Abraham, Jacob, and the law of Moses.) 

➣What was the purpose of giving a tithe? (See 

Deuteronomy 1:22-27; 26:12.) 

➣Where is a good example in the New Testament of the 

right way of thinking about tithing? (See 2 Corinthians  

8:1-5.) 

 

    Read Malachi 3:10-12. Ask: What was God’s promise 

if the people gave Him the tithe? What would happen if 

they did not? (Food would not grow, insects would eat the 

food.) Discuss what these verses mean to us today. 

 

    Read Malachi 3:13-18. Discuss what the people did 

after Malachi warned them. (At first, many did not listen to 

Malachi. Those who feared the Lord spoke to one another 

and the Lord listened to them. Those who worshiped and 

honored God had their names written in the Book to be 

remembered.) 

 

    Ask: What was the final thing God told them? (You 

will see the difference between those who are right and 

good and those who are sinful, those who serve God and 

those who do not serve Him.) 

   

Encourage Application 
    Say: Tithing and giving offerings were two ways to 

return to God. Ask: What are other ways we can return to 

God? 

 

    Look at the timeline poster made for the first lesson of 

this study (see Teaching Tips in this Teaching Guide). Or 

look in the Study Guide at the names of these fourteen 

lessons. Ask the following questions: 

How did the people start over in Ezra’s day? 
What important thing did the people do in Nehemiah’s 

day? 

How did Haggai and Zechariah encourage God’s people? 
Why did God send Malachi to question His people? 

 

    Ask the class to think about the truths we have learned 

in this study of Restoring the Future. 

 

    Close by thanking God for giving us a chance to start 

over and for being faithful to us always. 

they bring the tenth part to the house of God, there will be 

food for the religious leaders. Then God will open the 

“windows of heaven.” Ask: Are there real windows in 
heaven? Explain that these are picture-words showing 

God pouring down His blessings on His people.  

 

12. Ask: How will God bless His people? (Insects and 

diseases will not destroy the crops. And grapes will not 

fall off the vines before they are ripe. There will be plenty 

of everything. Much good has come and all the nations 

will see that they are a happy land.) Read 2 Corinthians 

9:6-12. Prepare the words on paper and copy for everyone, 

or make an overhead cell of this and other passages not 

printed in the Study Guide. 

 

Encourage Application 
13. Ask: Do you give the first part of every check to God? 

Or does He get what is left over at the end of the month? 
 

14. Discuss this statement: We do not own a single thing 
in this world; it all belongs to God. Say: God chose to 

create each of us in His image and He breathed His own 

breath in us. God chose to bless us with all good things, 
and invites us to work with Him.  

 

15. Ask: Is tithing something we should do today? Invite 

someone who has been tithing for a long time to tell their 

story of how God has blessed them in good times and hard 

times. 

 

16. Sing: Showers of Blessings. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 

Connect with Life 
    Describe an airplane taking off. Explain that it is soon 

discovered that something is wrong. The tower sends out 

this message: Return to the airport! Say: This is what God 

is telling His people: Return to Me! 

 

Guide the Study 

    Read Malachi 3:6-7. Discuss how important it is that 

God does not change. Explain that this should make the 

people of God feel very good. Even when they fail, God 

does not change--if He did, they would be destroyed. God 

will keep His agreement with His people. God does not 

change. 
 

    Ask the class to write in their own words what God 

said in Malachi 3:6-7 that the people were doing wrong. 

Include that they had turned aside from His laws and had 

not obeyed them. 
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Bonus Easter Lesson: The Lord Has Risen Indeed! 

Lesson Focus  
Jesus is raised from the dead and that makes all the 

difference in the world. 

 

Focal Text  
John 20:1-18 

 

Background Text 

John 20:1-18 
 

Memory Verse  
“Christ is our life. When He shall come again you will 

also be with Him to share His shining-greatness.”  

(Colossians 3:4)  

_________________ 
 
Connect with Life 
1. Show pictures of a cross and an empty tomb. Discuss 

what it means when we see a cross, especially an empty 

cross. (Jesus died for our sins). Ask: What does it mean 

to see a picture of a tomb with the stone rolled away? 

(Jesus is alive.) 

 
2. Prepare a poster with this lesson outline: 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

3. Prepare three or four pictures which show something 

about the verses of each of these three topics. Find the 

pictures on the internet using a search engine such as 

Google Image, draw stick figures, or ask class members 

to help draw them. Place them in squares, cartoon-style 

and large enough for the class to view. 

 

4. Read John 20:1-5. Ask: Why did Mary feel it was so 

important to go to the tomb so early on Sunday morning. 

Allow time for discussion. Include the following 

information in your explanation: 

Mary had become a faithful follower of Jesus after He 

had made seven evil spirits leave her. She was there 

when Jesus died on the cross. She was not expecting to 

see Jesus alive. She was very surprised to see that the 

stone was not in front of the tomb. She was afraid 

someone had taken Jesus’ body. She wondered where it 

could be so she ran to Peter and the other followers. All 

of them went to the grave to see what had happened. 

 

5. Read John 20:6-10. Ask the class to list all the things 

the followers found when they went inside the grave. 

(The white cloth that had been around the head of Jesus 

and the other linen cloths were neatly folded.) Ask: What 

did they NOT find? (The body of Jesus) Ask: What does 

it mean that they saw and believed? What might Peter 

and John have said to each other as they walked away 

from the tomb? 

   

6. Read John 20:11-18. Present these verses again as a 

dramatic reading. Assign one person to read the words of 

the angel (v. 13), another to read Mary’s words (vv. 13, 

15, 16, 18) and a third to read Jesus’ words (vv.15, 16, 

17). Ask a narrator to read all the words which are not in 

quotation marks, stopping for the other readers.  

 

7. Use the following list for discussion: 

1)  Why had Mary stayed at the tomb when the 

others left? 

2) Why had Peter and the other follower not seen the 

angel when they went inside the tom? 

3) What had Mary said in verse 13 that shows what 

she understood about Jesus coming alive?  

4) Why did Mary not recognize Jesus when she first 

saw him? 

5) What is the importance of women being first to 

see the risen Christ, and that Jesus told them to 

share the news with His followers? 

 

8. Ask: Who went inside first? (Peter) 
 

Encourage Application 
9. Ask: How does Jesus’ dying for us and rising from the 

dead change things for you? 

 

10. State: The followers had not expected the grave to be 

empty. But they saw the empty grave. They remembered 

Jesus’ promise and believed. He was really God’s Son. 

THE LORD HAS RISEN INDEED! 

1) Standing Outside – John 20:1-5 

2) Going Inside – John 20:6-10 

3) Questions and Answers – John 20:11-18 



 

    Read John 20:2-5. List who is involved in this story. 

Discuss who these people are and why they would be 

coming to visit the tomb. 

 

    Read John 20:6-10. List on the poster what 

happened in these verses. Then list the unusual things 

which happened. (Stone rolled back, Jesus missing, 

grave clothes all folded.) 

 

    Ask: If you had been at the empty tomb with Peter 

and John, would you have believed that Jesus was alive? 

Ask: When did the other followers believe Jesus was 

alive again? (Probably when they saw Jesus in the upper 

room later that evening) 

 

    Read John 20:11-18 to find additional information 

for the teaching poster. Add to the list of what happened. 

(Mary stays behind, angels appear, Jesus appears and is 

not recognized, Mary recognizes Jesus, Jesus sends her 

with a message.)  

 

    Read John 20:16. Discuss how these verses are the 

solution. 

 

    Read John 20:19-20. Ask: How was this a happy 

ending to a long day? Point out the word Title on the 

poster above. Invite the class to decide on a title for the 

poster.  
 

Encourage Application 
    Discuss the following questions: 

      1) If you had been with Peter and John at the empty 

tomb, do you think you would have believed Jesus was 

alive? 

      2) How does Jesus being raised from the dead make 

Christianity different from every other religion? 

      3)  How does Jesus’ resurrection make a difference 

in your life today? 

      4)  Why is it important for us to share the news of 

Jesus’ life, death, and being raised like Mary did? 

      5)  What difference does it make when the death of a 

loved one happens and we know that Jesus is alive and 

gives life that lasts forever?      

 

    Read the memory verse together. 

 

    Close with a time of prayer of thanksgiving that the 

Lord has risen indeed. 

He had defeated even death. For Christians, death is not 

the end, but the beginning of a new life with God.  

 

11. Read and discuss Things to Think About from the 

Study Guide. 

 

12. Sing a favorite Easter song, such as He Lives or 

Because He Lives. 

 

13. As a reminder of this lesson, prepare a plastic bag of 

jelly bean type candies for each person. Place on the 

front this poem: 

Red is for the blood He shed, Green is for the grass 

 He made,                                           

Yellow is for His sun so bright, Orange is for the 

 edge of night.                                      

Black is for the sins we made, White is for the grace 

 He gave,                                               

Purple is for his hours of sorrow, Pink is for a new 

 tomorrow. 

 

14. Pray that the class will share the story of the risen 

Christ with others as Mary did. 
 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
    Explain that the verses in the lesson today are the 

best part of the Easter story. These verses are so 

important because in no other religion has a 'god' ever 

raised himself from the dead. Jesus defeated sin and 

death, and He has the power to take us to be with Him 

when we die. 

 

    Point out the name of the title of this lesson and ask 

the class to read it aloud together: The Lord Has Risen 

Indeed. 
 

Guide the Study 
     Prepare a teaching poster with the following 

information. Leave room for lists on the poster:  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Read John 20:1 and discuss the setting from the poster 

above.  
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Title: ___________________________ 

1)  Setting: Where and When – John 20:1 

2)  Characters: Who – John 20:2-5 

3)  Plot: What Happened – John 20:6-10 

4)  Mystery and Solution: John 20:11-18 

5)  Ending: John 20:19-20 
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