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Adult Bible Study in Simplified English—Study Guide

Introduction
Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, Nehemiah, Malachi:
RESTORING THE FUTURE

E

zra, Haggai, Zechariah, Nehemiah and Malachi are books of the Old Testament. Ezra and
Nehemiah are part of the 12 history books. Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi are in the part of
the Old Testament that is called the Minor Prophets. This title refers to these short books with very
few chapters. Using very few words the writers gave powerful messages.
A prophet is a messenger from God. God tells the messenger what to say. The messenger delivers
the words of God to the people. The words that the people hear may not be the words they want to
hear. The words that come from God are always true. God would never tell His prophets something
that is not true. He is faithful to His people.
Restoration means making things the way they were. How then can we restore the future? The
return to Jerusalem brought the past to the present. In restoring the temple, God was able to move
His plan toward the future. Ezra and Nehemiah brought the past to the present. The Minor Prophets
spoke of the present looking toward the future.
Lesson 1
Lesson 2

UNIT 1: Ezra: A New Beginning
Starting Over
Ezra 1
Learning to Praise God
Ezra 3:1-7, 10-13

Lesson 3

UNIT 2: Haggai: God’s Challenge to His People
God’s Work Comes First
Haggai 1:1-11; 2:1, 3-9

Lesson 4
Lesson 5

UNIT 3: Zechariah: God’s Promise to His People
God’s Gift
Zechariah 1:1-17
Words That Encourage
Zechariah 8:1-5, 7-9, 13-23

Lesson 6
Lesson 7
Lesson 8
Lesson 9
Lesson 10
Lesson 11

UNIT 4: Nehemiah: What God’s People Need to Do
Talk to God
Nehemiah 1
Plan Carefully
Nehemiah 2
Look Upward
Nehemiah 3:1-12; 4:1-6
Act with Honesty
Nehemiah 5
Trust God
Nehemiah 7:73b; 8:1-4a, 9-18
Be Thankful
Nehemiah 12:27-43

Lesson 12
Lesson 13
Lesson 14

UNIT 5: Malachi: Answering the Questions
What Is Wrong With Us?
Malachi 1:6-14; 2:4-9
Does God Really Judge Us?
Malachi 2:17–3:5
Why Do We Need to Tithe?
Malachi 3:6-12

Easter Lesson :

Seeing Jesus

John 20:1-18
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1st and 2nd Samuel: Following God in Changing Times

Word List
Unit 1

Unit 3

Lesson 1
exile: sent away from home to live in
another land
Hebrew: the same word as Israelites; also,
the language of the Jewish people
Israelites: the people of the country of Israel
Jew: the most commonly used word for a
person who is of the Jewish faith

Lesson 4
omnipotent: all powerful, able to do
anything
reigns: rules as leader
repent: being sorry for the wrong that has
been done
vision: a dream with a special meaning
Lesson 5
cycle: a series of events that is repeated
many times
reject: throw out as useless
remind: cause to remember

Lesson 2
altar: a holy table used to give gifts to God
burnt sacrifice: a gift of an animal placed
on an altar and set on fire
fellowship: a shared time of praising God
foundation: the bottom of a building
sacrifice: any gift given on the altar

Unit 4
Lesson 6
cupbearer: the person who serves the wine
at a feast and tastes wine and food for the
king.
devout: very serious about faith in God

Unit 2
Lesson 3
apathy: not feeling anything good or bad
about something
committed: decided to trust
paralyze: to make something stay still

Lesson 7
direction: a plan for life and a way to live
project: a work plan
Lesson 8
replaced: put something new in the place of
something old or ruined
slogan: an expression used to identify a
project or product
3
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Word List
Lesson 14
repent: be sorry for your sins; asking for
forgiveness
tithe: one-tenth; returning to God that which
He has given to you

Lesson 9
collateral: security offered or given on the
promise of paying for money borrowed,
usually an important or expensive item
owned by the borrower
mercy: loving-kindness
mortgage: an agreement of promised
property made to borrow money; the
property can be taken if the debt is not paid

Bonus Easter Lesson

Lesson 10
amen: so be it or let it be so
tabernacle: a temporary place of worship
ultimate: the best

resurrection: raised from the dead
symbol: a sign; a thing that represents
something else
tomb: grave
traditions: the way things are always done

Lesson 11
psalteries: an ancient string instrument
played by strumming with fingers or a pick
rejoice: be glad
sheaves: a bundle of stalks of grain

Note: Repent is defined in lesson 4, 13, and
14 in a different way each time because it is
used in a different way in each lesson. The
full definition is a combination of all three.

Unit 5
Lesson 12
leftovers: that which remains
re-gift: the act of taking a gift given to you
and giving it to someone else
Lesson 13
judge: the one who decides the worth of
another
repent: to stop sinning and begin behaving
differently
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EZRA: A NEW BEGINNING
The Jews were living in Babylon. They had been there
Adult Bible Study
in SimplifiedEnglish

for about 50 years. They were not happy. They remembered
how things used to be. Life was so much better in Jerusalem.

Ezra:
A New Beginning

King Nebuchadnezzar’s army had taken Israel away in
568 B.C. The army destroyed Jerusalem. They destroyed
God’s temple. The people were taken to Babylon. The

Lesson 1
Staring Over
Ezra 1
Lesson 2
Learning to Praise God
Ezra 3:1-7, 10-13

Israelites wanted to go home to Jerusalem.
After Nebuchadnezzar died, Cyrus became king of
Persia. He was a wise king. He knew unhappy people would
be hard to rule. He wanted ruling to be easy. He told Ezra to
take the people back to Jerusalem.
Ezra was a priest and a scribe. He was a strong leader.
He believed that the Laws of God should be obeyed. He said
that Jews should only marry Jews. Ezra was a man the
people trusted. Ezra told the people they were a part of God’s
plan for His world. They were God’s people. They were to
give gifts of animals to God. They were to read and
understand God’s Word. The name Ezra means “help.”

Marcia Miller wrote the 13 lessons of this study, plus the
bonus Easter lesson. Before this study she wrote the lessons
for Acts, 1 and 2 Kings and Matthew.
Marcia is a member of First Baptist Church, Dallas.
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Lesson
1
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Starting Over
It is said that you can never go home again. There is a reason

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

for this saying. Once you leave a place, things change. You
change. The place you left changes. Things are never the same.
Jackie left for college. Her younger sister moved into

Bible Text
Ezra 1

Jackie’s bedroom. The first time Jackie came home for a visit she
was surprised. Her old room now looked like a child’s room. The
dried flowers from Jackie’s high school graduation party were

Memory Verse
We sat down and cried
by the rivers of
Babylon when we
remembered Zion.
(Psalm 137:1)
Word List
exile: sent away from
home to live in
another land
Hebrew: the same
word as Israelite; also,
the language of the
Jewish people
Israelites: the people
of the country of
Israel
Jew: the most
commonly used word
for a person who is of
the Jewish faith

gone. So were the pictures of her high school friends. The room
was full of stuffed animals, coloring books and hair ribbons.
The house was the same, but it didn’t seem like the same
place. It did not seem like home.

A Royal Decree (Ezra 1: 1-4)
Cyrus was the king of all Persia. The Persian Empire had
gotten bigger. It started in Babylon to the east. It went west to the
Mediterranean Sea. In today’s world that means all the land from
Afghanistan to Turkey.
King Cyrus defeated many armies. The armies he defeated
had defeated many other armies. These armies had captured
many people. The armies made these people go into exile. There
were people all over the world not living where they felt at home.
With the land he got when he defeated the other armies,
Cyrus became ruler over many people. Some of these people
were not happy. Cyrus was not a good man. He was not
thinking, “I will do what is right. I will let the people go back to
their homes.” Cyrus wanted ruling to be easy. He knew that it

RESTORING THE FUTURE • Unit 1: Ezra • Lesson 1: Starting Over

Things to
Think About
1. How can God use
people who do not
believe in Him to
make His plans
happen?
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would be easiest if people felt at home where they lived. People
would obey him if they were happy. He ruled most of the world.
He would still be their ruler. Why should he care where they
lived?
King Cyrus told the Israelites they could return to
Jerusalem. The Israelites had lived in Babylon for about 60 years.

2. Why was building
the temple again
important to King
Cyrus?
3. How is God using
people who don’t
believe in Him in the
world today to do
what He promised to
do?

Most of the people had never seen Jerusalem. They had been told
stories about it. They thought of Jerusalem as being home. They
dreamed of seeing the land. They thought that life would be
better there.
Cyrus told the people to go to Jerusalem. He told them
they should build the temple again. King Cyrus knew it was
important to build the temple. But he was not a Jew. He did not
know the Laws of God. He did not understand why the temple
was important. God was able to use Cyrus. Building the temple
again was God’s plan. To the Jews King Cyrus became known as
The Great Deliverer.

Reaction to the Decree (Ezra 1:5-11)
The people were given a choice. They could go to
Jerusalem or they could stay in Babylon.
Many people were happy when the king said the Israelites
could go back to Jerusalem. This is what the people wanted. They
had prayed for this chance. Others did not want to move. They
had been born in Babylon. They did not know how to live in
Jerusalem. They had married citizens of Babylon. Their children
knew how to live in Babylon. Some people decided to stay in the
life they knew.

RESTORING THE FUTURE • Unit 1: Ezra • Lesson 1: Starting Over

Some of the people wanted to make

Page 8

a new beginning for each person. It was a

the move. But they could not go. They were

new start for the Hebrew people. It was a

too old or too sick to go. It was not an easy

new beginning for the people of God.

trip. Jerusalem was about 1,000 miles away
from Babylon.
The people who decided to stay
helped the ones who were leaving. They
gave silver and gold. They gave cows and
bulls. They gave things worth a lot of
money. The people who chose to go back to
Jerusalem knew it would not be easy. The
gifts from those who were staying helped.
King Cyrus helped those who were leaving
too. He returned the things that had been
stolen from the old temple. These items
would be used in the new temple. These
were things that belonged in the temple.
Enemies had taken them when the temple
was destroyed. These things would also go
back to Jerusalem. They would be used in
the new temple.
Those who chose to stay in Babylon
mostly did well. They had made good lives
for their families. The ones who chose to go
back to Jerusalem did not do as well. But
they were the ones who had a heart for
God. The ones who chose to go back to
Jerusalem were starting over. It was not just

RESTORING THE FUTURE • Unit 1: Ezra • Lesson 1: Starting Over

Ezra 1
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spirit the Lord had worked to go up and

1 In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia,

build the Lord's house in Jerusalem again.

the words of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah

6 All those around them helped them with

came true. The Lord worked in the spirit of

gifts of silver, gold, good things, cattle, and

King Cyrus of Persia so that he made it

things worth much money, besides all that

known through all his nation, and also put it

was given as a free-will gift.

in writing, saying,

7 King Cyrus brought out the objects of the

2 “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says:

house of the Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar

'The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me

had carried away from Jerusalem and put in

all the nations of the earth. He has chosen

the house of his gods.

me to build Him a house in Jerusalem,

8 King Cyrus of Persia had them brought

which is in Judah.

out by Mithredath, the man who took care of

3 Whoever there is among you of all His

the nation's riches. And he numbered them

people, may his God be with him! Let him

as he handed them over to Sheshbazzar, the

go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and

leader of Judah.

build again the house of the Lord, the God

9 This was their number: 30 gold dishes,

of Israel. He is the God Who is in Jerusa-

1,000 silver dishes, 29 other dishes,

lem.

10 30 gold pots, 410 silver pots, and 1,000

4 Let each one who is still alive, at whatever other objects.
place he may live, be helped by the men of

11 There were 5,400 objects of gold and sil-

his place with silver and gold and with good

ver in all. Sheshbazzar brought all of them

things and cattle. Let the men also give a

back when the people who had been taken

free-will gift for the house of God in Jerusa-

away went up from Babylon to Jerusalem.

lem.' "
5 Then the leaders of the family groups of
Judah and Benjamin and the religious leaders and Levites stood up, everyone in whose
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Lesson
2
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Learning to Praise God
Kate was the pianist for her church. She was a straight-A

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

student. She went on many mission trips. Kate was always kind
to others. Everything she did was excellent.
Kate became an adult. She fell in love with Larry. Larry

Bible Text
Ezra 3:1-7, 10-13

was pastor of a small church. Everyone said, “She will be the
perfect pastor‟s wife.” But Kate had a secret. She could not cook.
Kate asked her new mother-in-law, Grace, for help. Grace

Memory Verse
They sang, praising
and giving thanks to
the Lord, saying, “For
He is good, for His
loving-kindness is
upon Israel forever.”
All the people called
out with a loud voice
when they praised the
Lord because the
work on the house of
the Lord had begun.
(Ezra 3:11)

taught Kate to make Larry‟s favorite meal. The meal was simple.
It was roast beef with vegetables. Grace told Kate, “Sprinkle the
meat and vegetables with salt, pepper and garlic powder. Put it in
the oven long enough for the meat to cook. Anyone can do this.”
Grace even gave Kate the right pan to use.
“This is simple,” Kate thought. “I can do this.”
When Kate and Larry had been married a month, Kate
decided to celebrate their first month together. She would cook
Larry‟s favorite meal.
The roast was almost done when Larry called. He would

Word List
altar: a holy table
used to give gifts to
God
burnt sacrifice: a gift
of an animal placed on
an altar and set on fire
fellowship: a shared
time of praising God
foundation: the
bottom of a building
sacrifice: any gift
given on the altar

be late. While waiting for Larry to get home, Kate started playing
the piano. Time passed. There was a strange smell. Kate went to
see what it was. The roast and vegetables were burned. Kate had
forgotten to turn off the oven. Kate was upset. When Larry got
home, Kate cried. Larry laughed. He said to her, “One day I will
tell our grandchildren about this. I will say, „Children, your
grandmother loved me so much that she offered me a burnt
sacrifice.‟”

RESTORING THE FUTURE • Unit 1: Ezra • Lesson 2: Learning to Praise God

Things to
Think About
1. What sacrifices
have you offered to
God?
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Making Burnt Sacrifices Again (Ezra 3:1-7)
The Israelites were going home. They were going back to
Jerusalem. They had been gone for 60 years. Some of the people
remembered living in Jerusalem long ago. Many had heard the
stories of Jerusalem. They had heard about Jerusalem all their

2. What does worship
mean to you?

lives. But they had no memories of being there. Every person
who was returning thought they knew all about Jerusalem.
There were 42,360 people wanting to go to Jerusalem.
There were also 7,337 servants. There were 200 singers. This was
a total of 49,697 people who went to Jerusalem.
Before they began the trip they gathered by the river. They
were there for three days. They did not eat. They prayed for a
whole day. They asked God to be with them. Then they planned
how they would get to Jerusalem. It would be a difficult trip.
They would walk for about 1,000 miles. It would take them about
four months.
It was time to begin the trip. They were excited to be
leaving Babylon. They were excited when they got to Jerusalem.
When the people got to Jerusalem they looked for the foundation
of the temple. They found where the altar used to be. They gave
sacrifices to God. They thanked God. They asked God to forgive
their sins. They started their special relationship with God again.
The Hebrews were God‟s people. This was a time of
fellowship with God. The people were coming back. They were
coming back to Jerusalem. They were coming back to God.
The people returned to the ways their fathers used to praise
God. They brought live animals to sacrifice on the altar. Some
did not have animals to give. They gave the fruits and vegetables

RESTORING THE FUTURE • Unit 1: Ezra • Lesson 2: Learning to Praise God

they had grown. Everyone gave what he or
she could. God did not expect more than
what the people could give. But He did
expect the best they could give.
The people praised God together. It
felt like home. It was a great feeling.

Building the New Temple (Ezra 3:11-14)
The altar of the temple was in the
center of the land where the temple was. It
was the center of praising God. The people
met God at the altar.
The foundation of the temple was the
bottom of the building. A strong foundation
would mean a strong building. Finding the
foundation of the old temple was the start
of a new life for God‟s people. Without the
temple, they could not praise God the way
their people did a long time ago.
The Jews made great plans for
building the temple again. They wanted to
build a new and better temple. They wanted
to build a temple that could not be knocked
down. They wanted the new temple to last
forever

Page 12
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Ezra 3:1-7, 10-13
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10 When the builders had begun building
the house of the Lord, the religious leaders
1 When the seventh month came, and the
stood in their religious clothing blowing
sons of Israel were in the cities, the people
horns. The Levites, the sons of Asaph, stood
gathered together as one man in Jerusalem.
with brass noise-makers. And they praised
2 Then Jozadak's son Jeshua and his brothers the religious leaders, and Shealtiel's son the Lord, as they had been told by King
David of Israel.
Zerubbabel and his brothers, built the altar
of the God of Israel, to give burnt gifts on it. 11 They sang, praising and giving thanks to
the Lord, saying, "For He is good, for His
They did this as it is written in the Law of
loving-kindness is upon Israel forever." All
Moses, the man of God.
the people called out with a loud voice when
3 So they set up the altar in its place, for
they praised the Lord because the work on
they were afraid because of the peoples of
the lands. On it they gave burnt gifts in wor- the house of the Lord had begun.
12 But many of the religious leaders and Leship to the Lord morning and evening.
4 They kept the Special Supper of Tents, as vites and heads of the family groups were
old men who had seen the first house of the
it is written. They gave the right number of
Lord. And they cried with a loud voice
burnt gifts every day by the Law, as was
when the work of this house was begun in
needed for each day.
5 After that they gave the gifts to be burned front of their eyes. But many called out for
joy in a loud voice.
day and night and for the new moons, and
for all the special times of the Lord, and the 13 The people could not tell the difference
gifts from every one who brought a free-will between the sound of joy and the sound of
crying. For the people called out with a loud
gift to the Lord.
voice, and the sound was heard far away.
6 From the first day of the seventh month
they began to give burnt gifts to the Lord.
But the house of the Lord had not begun to
be built.
7 So they gave money to the men who
worked with stone and wood. They gave
food, drink and oil to the Sidonians and
Tyrians so the cedar wood could be brought
from Lebanon to the sea at Joppa, as King
Cyrus of Persia had allowed them.

HAGGAI:
GOD’S CHALLENGE TO HIS PEOPLE
Adult Bible Study
in SimplifiedEnglish

King Cyrus of Persia died in 530 B.C. The man who
became the ruler of Persia was Darius. He became the ruler

Haggai:
God’s Challenge
to His People

in 522 B.C.
Darius made Persia an important part of history. He
made the Persian Empire cover all the land from India to

Lesson 3
God’s Work Comes First
Haggai 1:1-11; 2:1, 3-9

Eastern Europe. His rule was harsh. But his government
worked well. The only time Darius lost a fight was when his
army fought the Greeks. This fight was at Marathon in 491
B.C. Darius ruled until he died in 486 B.C.
Haggai was a man of God. He started telling people
the Word of God in the second year that Darius was king.
That year was 520 B.C. Ezra was still alive then.
Haggai said that the base of the temple was ready to
build on 16 years before. It was time to build the new
temple. God used Haggai to tell the people to act. Haggai
inspired the people. They started to work. It took four years
to finish the work.
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Lesson
3
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God’s Work Comes First
Franklin Delano Roosevelt became president of the United

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

States on March 4, 1933. People were worried about jobs and
money back then. People wanted to work. Jobs were hard to find.
The U. S. and the world were having a hard time. People did not

Bible Text
Haggai 1:1-11; 2:1,
3-9
Memory Verse
Unless the Lord builds
the house, its builders
work for nothing.
Unless the Lord
watches over the city,
the men who watch
over it stay awake for
nothing.
(Psalm 127:1)
Word List
apathy: not feeling
anything good or bad
about something
committed: decided
to trust
paralyze: to make
something stay still

have money to spend. Life was difficult.
Roosevelt was chosen by the people because he promised
to make things better. The new president gave the people hope.
President Roosevelt spoke to the people. He said, “The only thing
we have to fear is fear itself.”
Fear can paralyze a person. Fear can paralyze a country.
Fear stops people from moving toward the future.
Many people were comforted by the president’s words.
People were able to look back at the past and learn from it.
People were told they should look forward to the future. They
looked for ways to improve their lives.

Haggai Asks the People to Build the New Temple
(Haggai 1:1-11)
The Israelites went back to Jerusalem. They were full of
hope. They looked toward the future. It was hard for them to look
at the present.
The people trusted God. They knew He would keep His
promises. The people were very happy. The people built their
lives. They built their homes. They found many things to do.
They did not finish building the temple.

RESTORING THE FUTURE • Unit 2: Haggai • Lesson 3: God’s Work Comes First

Things to
Think About
1. Can people be
committed to God
without putting Him
first in their life?
2. Can people be
hopeful for a better
future if they are
living in fear?
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The people continued to bring their sacrifices to the altar.
They were doing what they knew they should do. They wanted to
praise God. God was in His house. But the building was not
finished. A strong foundation is good. But the building needed to
be fixed.
The people were discouraged. Many did not understand
how important the temple was. Building Jerusalem again would
not be finished until the temple was built. Why was the work on
the temple still not done?

3. What good things
have happened in
your life because you
put God’s work first?

Many people said the time was not right to build. They
gave many reasons for not building.
First, the Israelites were not getting along with the people
who had lived in Jerusalem since they were in exile. Second, they
did not have what they needed to make the temple as beautiful as
it had been before. Third, Jeremiah the prophet had said that there
would be 70 years between the destruction of the old temple and
the time the new temple would be built. Some people thought
they had lots of time to build the new temple because of the
prophecy Jeremiah gave.
The main reason for the delay was apathy. The people
were full of fear. They were being selfish. The people were doing
what they wanted to do. They were not doing what God wanted
them to do.
Haggai was a prophet of God. He told the people God’s
message. He told the people that God wanted them to build His
house. God said, “The time to build is now.” The people had to
make a decision. They had to decide to do what God wanted
them to do.

RESTORING THE FUTURE • Unit 2: Haggai • Lesson 3: God’s Work Comes First

It’s a Wonderful New Temple
(Haggai 2:1, 3-9)
Haggai spoke. The people listened.
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what the future will be like. He will lead us
to our best lives.
God did not forget His promises.

Haggai’s words helped the people. They

Sometimes the Hebrew people were faithful

committed their lives to God. The people

to God. Sometimes they forgot Him. God

committed to live a new way. There was a

stayed with them all the time. God will not

new hope for the future.

forget His promises to us. God takes care of

God told the people that He was with

those who love Him. God remains the

them. He told them they had nothing to

same. People change. Change can be good.

fear. The people worked hard to build

Change can be bad. God will love His

God’s house.

people even when they do not show their

There were times when the people
started to forget God. God had to show
people that He was there. God knows how
to get people to remember Him. It did not
rain in Israel. The crops failed. There was
very little food. It was not enough for
everyone. There was not enough water
either. The people had clothes to wear. But
the clothes were not warm enough. The
people were not listening to God. The
people had to change how they lived.
When people put God first in their
lives, God gives them what they need.
When people live for themselves, it is
difficult to live. Life is best when we trust
God. God knows what we need. God knows

love for Him.
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Haggai 1:1-11; 2:1, 3-9
1 On the first day of the sixth month in the
second year of Darius the king, the Word of the
Lord came to Haggai. The Word was for
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, ruler of Judah,
and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the head
religious leader, saying,
2 "This is what the Lord of All says: 'These
people say, "The time has not yet come to build
again the house of the Lord." ' "
3 Then the Word of the Lord came by Haggai
the man of God, saying,
4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to live in your
houses with walls covered with wood, while
this house lies waste?"
5 Now the Lord of All says, "Think about your
ways!
6 You have planted much, but gather little. You
eat, but there is not enough to fill you. You
drink, but never have your fill. You put on
clothing, but no one is warm enough. You earn
money, but put it into a bag with holes."
7 The Lord of All says, "Think about your
ways!
8 Go up to the mountains and bring wood and
build again the house of God, that I may be
pleased with it and worshiped as I should be,"
says the Lord.
9 "You look for much, but it turns out to be
little. When you bring it home, I blow it away.
Why?" says the Lord of All.
"Because My house lies waste, while each of
you takes care of his own house.
10 So the sky has held back the water on the
grass in the early morning because of you, and
the earth has held back its food.
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11 I have called for a time without rain on the
land, on the mountains, on the grain, on the new
wine, on the oil, on the vegetables, on men, on
cattle, and on all the work of your hands."
2:1 On the twenty-first day of the seventh
month, the Word of the Lord came by Haggai
the man of God, saying,
3 ...'Who is left among you who saw this house
of God as it was before in its greatness? And
how does it look to you now? Is it anything like
it was?
4 But now be strong, Zerubbabel,' says the
Lord. 'Be strong, Joshua son of Jehozadak, head
religious leader. And be strong, all you people
of the land,' says the Lord. 'Do the work, for I
am with you,' says the Lord of All.
5 'As I promised you when you came out of
Egypt, My Spirit is with you. Do not be afraid.'
6 For the Lord of All says, 'Once again, in a
little while, I am going to shake the heavens
and the earth, the sea and the dry land.
7 I will shake all the nations so that the riches
of all nations will come in. And I will fill this
house with greatness,' says the Lord of All.
8 'The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,'
says the Lord of All.
9 'This house will be even greater than it was
before,' says the Lord of All. 'And in this place I
will give peace,' says the Lord of All."

ZECHARIAH: GOD’S PROMISE
TO HIS PEOPLE
Adult Bible Study
in SimplifiedEnglish

Zechariah was the 11th of the 12 minor prophets. He
lived and worked when the Jews were going back to
Jerusalem. He wrote God’s message between 520-518 B.C.

Zechariah:
God’s Promise
to His People

This is the same time Haggai was also giving God’s

Lesson 4
God’s Gift
Zechariah 1:1-1

be loyal to God. He told the people about God’s judgment on

Lesson 5
Words that Encourage
Zechariah 8:1-5,7-9,
13-23

message.
The first eight chapters of Zechariah tell the Jews to

the people who came before them. He urged them not to
make the same mistakes. His message was to learn from the
past and then move forward to the future.
Zechariah had special dreams. He told the people
about these dreams. They were dreams from God. His
messages gave the people hope. The hope for the future was
their Savior, the Messiah. God promised that the Messiah
would come even though the people felt hopeless. God was
still in charge.
Zechariah was blessed by God’s spirit. His message is
about the coming of the Messiah. This book is considered by
many to be the greatest of the Minor Prophets.
Zechariah helped to build the new temple. He helped
the people of Israel go back to God. The name Zechariah
means “the Lord has remembered.”
19

RESTORING THE FUTURE • Unit 3: Zechariah • Lesson 4: God’s Gift

Page 20

God’s Gift

Lesson
4

George Frederick Handle live from 1685 to 1759. He
Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

wrote a group of songs called Messiah in 1742. One of the best
moments is when the people listening stand to hear the choir sing
the song “Hallelujah Chorus.” The tradition of standing for this

Bible Text
Zechariah 1:1-17
Memory Verse
The Lord will rule
forever and ever.
(Exodus 15:18)

song started when King George III heard it. The music was so
powerful. The King wanted to show that he liked the music. In
the middle of the song, he stood up. Because the king stood up,
all the people stood up. Today, people still stand when they hear
this music.
The words come from the Bible:

Word List
omnipotent: all
powerful, able to do
anything
reigns: rules as leader
repent: being sorry
for the wrong that has
been done
vision: a dream with a
special meaning

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
The kingdom of this world
Is become the kingdom of our Lord,
And of His Christ. And of His Christ.
And He shall reign forever and ever.
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
And he shall reign forever and ever.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

A Call to go Back to the Lord (Zechariah 1:1-6)
Zechariah was a prophet of God. He spoke for God.
Zechariah wanted one thing to be certain to the people. He
wanted them to know that he was speaking the Word of the Lord.
He said so five times in the first six verses of the book of
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Things to
Think About
1.What is God saying
to you today?
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Zechariah. Zechariah wanted the people to know that he spoke
God’s truth.
The message from God to His people is simple. God wants
His people to come back to Him. He wants the people to stop

2. What can you do
today to do God’s
will?
3. Are you at peace
with God?

doing evil things. He wants the people to trust only Him.
God reminds the people of the sins of the people who lived
before them. They had not obeyed Him. Because of their sin they
had to go live in Babylon. God did not want His people to have
to live away from home again. God wanted the people to be in
fellowship with Him. God’s tells the people of Zechariah’s time
to repent. God wanted the people to be sorry for the wrong they
had done. It was important for the people to go back to
Jerusalem. It was important for the people to go back to God.
God wants His people to know that He is the only God.
Other people said they praised one or more gods. They said their
gods were the same as the God of Israel. They thought one god
was just as good as another. But the Jews knew that was not true.
God is the only leader that lasts forever. He is Omnipotent.

The Vision of the Horses (Zechariah 1:7-17)
Zechariah had a vision. This was a dream. The dream told
about the future of the people. This was the message that
Zechariah was to give to the people. In the dream God told
Zechariah what He wanted His people to know. God wanted the
message to comfort the people. It gave the people hope for the
future.
Zechariah saw angels. One angel was sitting on a red
horse. This angel stands for Jesus who would come to save the
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people. The horse and rider are standing
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There were two parts to God’s

with other horses. Some of the horses are

promise. He promised to bring back the

red. The red stands for the blood of Jesus.

people of Israel. This was when the people

Some of the horses are white. The white

went back to Jerusalem. The people would

stands for the fact that God wins in the end.

go back to God, too.

Some of the horses are spotted. These

The people were not in the past but

horses are both red and white. Other angels

the present. Now was the time to look to the

are with the angel on the horse. These

future. God wanted His people to look

angels help the angel on the horse. They are

forward. Zechariah spoke about the future.

to help the angel that stands for Jesus.

His words were God’s promise. Jesus will

These angels help fill the needs of God’s

come to save the people. The world will

people.

become the kingdom of God. This is God’s

The dream happens in a valley. The
valley is deep. This is a sign of the deep
sadness of God’s people. This shows what
the Jewish heart is like. God’s people can
not be happy when they are not with Him.
The people of Israel cannot live in peace
without Him. Other countries can be at
peace. Israel is at war. Other nations are
doing well. God’s people are not doing
well. Other nations have lots of food.
God’s people do not have a lot of food.
Other countries have water. God’s people
are thirsty. The Hebrews need God. They
must trust God to find comfort. Comfort
comes when the people obey God.

message to His people.
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Lord has sent to travel all over the earth to keep
watch."
1 In the eighth month of the second year of
Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah 11 And they said to the angel of the Lord who
was standing among the myrtle trees, "We have
the man of God, the son of Berechiah, the son
looked over all the earth, and saw that the
of Iddo, saying,
whole earth is at rest and in peace."
2 "The Lord was very angry with your fathers.
3 So tell them, 'The Lord of All says, "Return to 12 Then the angel of the Lord said, "O Lord of
All, how long will You have no loving-pity for
Me, that I may return to you.
Jerusalem and the cities of Judah? You have
4 Do not be like your fathers. The men who
spoke for Me in the past told them, 'The Lord of been angry with them for seventy years now."
13 And the Lord spoke kind and comforting
All says, "Return from your sinful ways and
words to the angel who was speaking with me.
from your sinful works." ' But they did not lis14 So the angel who was speaking with me said
ten to Me," says the Lord.
to me, "Make this known: 'The Lord of All
5 "Where are your fathers now? And the men
says, "I am very jealous for Jerusalem and Zion.
who spoke for Me, do they live forever?
15 But I am very angry with the nations who
6 I gave My Words and My Laws to your fatake it easy. When I was only a little angry,
thers through My servants who spoke for Me.
But they would not listen and so they were pun- they added to the trouble."
16 So the Lord says, "I will return to Jerusalem
ished. Then they were sorry for their sins and
with loving-pity. My house will be built in it
said, 'The Lord of All has punished us for our
ways and our works, as He said He would.' " ' " and all Jerusalem will be built again," says the
Lord of All.
7 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh
month, the month of Shebat, in the second year 17 Also make this known: 'The Lord of All
of Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zecha- says, "My cities will again be filled with riches.
The Lord will again comfort Zion and again
riah the man of God, the son of Berechiah, the
choose Jerusalem." ' "
son of Iddo.
8 During the night while I was sleeping I saw a
man traveling on a red horse. He was standing
among the myrtle trees in the narrow valley,
with red, brown, and white horses behind him.
9 I asked, "My lord, what are these?" And the
angel who was speaking with me said, "I will
show you what these are."
10 So the man who was standing among the
myrtle trees said, "These are the ones whom the

Zechariah 1:1-17
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Words That Encourage
People first lived in Williamsburg, Virginia, in 1632. It

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

was the first city in Virginia where the government worked. The
government moved to Richmond in 1767. Many people moved to
Richmond. Very few people lived in Williamsburg after that. No

Bible Text
Zechariah 8:1-5,7-9,
13-23

one was taking care of the old buildings. The old buildings
reminded people of the past. The old buildings were a church, the
government building, and many houses and businesses. The town

Memory Verse
Remember your
leaders who first
spoke God’s Word to
you. Think of how
they lived, and trust
God as they did. Jesus
Christ is the same
yesterday and today
and forever. (Hebrews
13:7-8)

was no longer good to look at. The town became a mixture of the

Word List
fast: to pray instead of
eating
feast: a big meal with
many different kinds
of food

made the minister excited. He made plans. He wanted other

old buildings and new ones. Most of the old buildings needed to
be fixed.
The pastor of Bruton Parish Episcopal Church saw what
was happening to the old buildings. The church had many
problems. The pastor wanted to fix the church. He dreamed of the
church looking like it did when it was first built. The church was
finished in 1907 when it had its 300th birthday. The new church

buildings to be fixed.
People gave money. The work started. The old buildings
became more important than the new ones. People wanted the
town to tell the story of when people first came to America.
People spent lots of time to find out what the buildings should
look like. Buildings were made so the town would look like it did
when people first came to America. They are still working on it
today. People visit Williamsburg to learn about American
history. The people built Williamsburg so “that the future may
learn from the past.”
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Things to
Think About
1. What can we learn
from the history of
Israel?
2. What do the
messages of
Zechariah say about
the world today?
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Words from God -- the Past, the Present, and the Future
(Zechariah 8:1)
God wanted to speak to His people. He wanted to remind
the people about the past. He told the people what they needed to
do. God told them His plan for the future. God chose Zechariah
to deliver His message.
These are the words God told Zechariah.

The Past (Zechariah 8:2-5, 7-8)
God loved Jerusalem. He wanted to take back the city
because it was His. He intended to go back to it. The new temple
was being built. The new temple was so wonderful that its name
would be changed. God called it the “City of Truth.” This
showed that the Jews who praised God there would always trust
Him. In the past, the people had not always trusted God.
Zechariah and the other people who now lived in Jerusalem
would trust God. Jerusalem was the holy city. God kept it special
to use it for special things.
Jerusalem and the people living there would be rich.
Jerusalem would be a city for all people. It would be a safe place.
The old people would sit outside. Children would play without
fear of being hurt. God would make them rich. God would make
them safe.
God promised that the people would come back. When the
people returned to Jerusalem, they would come back to God. God
would never forget the people. The people must never forget
God.
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The Present (Zechariah 8:9, 13)
The people had a hard job to do. To
become the blessing to the world that God
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over. The fasts would be changed to joyful
feasts.
People from all over the world would

wanted them to be, they would have to

come to Jerusalem. People would tell others

learn to do everything that needed to be

about the great things that were happening

done.

in Jerusalem. Hebrews from all over the
world would come back to Jerusalem.

The Future (Zechariah 8:14-23)
This was a new time and there were

Other people would hear about God. They
would learn about the great things He was

new rules. God decided to always bless

doing in Jerusalem. They would come to

Jerusalem. Each of the new rules has to do

see. The Bible uses the number ten to mean

with relationships. God tells the people to

all of something. It means “a big number.”

do some things. The people are told to tell

Ten men from every country will come.

the truth. They are told to be fair. God tells

Ten men who speak each language will

the people not to do some things. The

come. The Jews needed to be prepared.

people were told not to plan bad things for

God wanted the people to remember

each other. The people should not want to

the past. They needed to see what should

do evil. They should want to live in

be done in the present. They needed to

peacefully with others.

move to the future. Fixing Jerusalem

God wants the fasts to be turned into

would bring the people a safe future. It

feasts. When the Jews lived away from

would be a rich place. Jerusalem would

home, they fasted. They thought it would

become the center of the world.

make God listen to them. They thought God
would see that they were sorry. They
wanted to repent for the bad things they had
done. They decided to stay with Him. Their
hearts were fixed. The difficult times were
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Zechariah 8:1-5, 7-9, 13-23
1 Then the Word of the Lord came to me
saying,
2 "The Lord of All says, 'I am very jealous
for Zion. I am jealous for her with much
anger.'
3 The Lord says, 'I will return to Zion and
live in Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be
called the City of Truth, and the mountain of
the Lord of All will be called the Holy
Mountain.'
4 The Lord of All says, 'Old men and old
women will sit in the streets of Jerusalem
again. Each man will have a walking stick in
his hand because he will be old.
5 And the city will be filled with boys and
girls playing in the streets.'
7 ...The Lord of All says, 'I am going to save
My people from the land of the east and from
the land of the west.
8 I will bring them back and they will live in
Jerusalem. They will be My people and I will
be their God. I will be faithful and do what is
right and good for them.'
9 "The Lord of All says, 'You who are now
listening to these words spoken through the
men of God who were there when the Lord's
house was started, let your hands be strong
for building the Lord's house.
13 ....O people of Judah and Israel, just as
you were a curse among the nations, I will
save you and make you something good. Do
not be afraid. Let your hands be strong.'
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14 "The Lord of All says, 'I wanted to hurt
you because your fathers made Me angry.
15 But now I want to do good to Jerusalem
and to the people of Judah. Do not be afraid.
16 These are the things you are to do: Speak
the truth to one another. Judge with truth so
there will be peace within your gates.
17 Do not make sinful plans against one
another in your hearts. And do not love to
make false promises. For I hate all these
things,' says the Lord."
18 Then the Word of the Lord came to me
saying,
19 "The Lord of All says, 'The times when
you do not eat in the fourth, fifth, seventh and
tenth months will become glad times of joy.
They will become happy, special suppers for
the people of Judah. So love truth and peace.'
20 The Lord of All says, 'Many people will
yet come from many cities.
21 The people of one city will say to another,
"Let us go at once and pray to the Lord and
ask for His favor. I will go also."
22 'So many people and powerful nations will
come to look for the Lord of All in Jerusalem
and to ask for the Lord's favor.'
23 The Lord of All says, 'In those days ten
men from the nations of every language will
take hold of the coat of a Jew, saying, "Let us
go with you, for we have heard that God is
with you." ' "

NEHEMIAH:
WHAT GOD’S PEOPLE NEED TO DO
Adult Bible Study
in SimplifiedEnglish

Ezra and Nehemiah lived and wrote during the same
Nehemiah:
What God’s People
Need To Do
Lesson 6
Talk to God
Nehemiah 1
Lesson 7
Plan Carefully
Nehemiah 2

period of history. This was during the fifth century B.C.
Nehemiah was not a priest. He was not a scribe.
Nehemiah was a layman. A layman is a person in the church
who is not a leader. He wrote from a layman’s point of view.
God uses pastors to do His work. God uses laypeople to do
His work, too.
Nehemiah was a man of God. He was faithful to God.
He prayed to God. Nehemiah was as true to God’s work as

Lesson 8
Look Upward
Nehemiah 3:1-12; 4:1-6
Lesson 9
Act with Honesty
Nehemiah 5

Ezra.
Nehemiah was a patriot. He loved Israel. He wanted
the people of Israel to obey God. He wanted to help restore
Jerusalem. Restoration became Nehemiah’s mission in life.
The name Nehemiah means “comforter.”

Lesson 10
Trust God
Nehemiah 7:73b;
8:1-4a, 9-18
Lesson 11
Be Thankful
Nehemiah 12:27-41
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Talk To God

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

When Gary was a child, he lived with his grandmother.
She encouraged him. She taught him how to be a good person.
Gary called his grandmother his personal cheerleader. Gary’s

Bible Text
Nehemiah 1
Memory Verse
O Lord, hear the
prayer of Your servant
and the prayer of Your
servants who are
happy to fear Your
name. Make Your
servant do well today,
and give him lovingpity in front of this
man.
(Nehemiah 1:11)

grandmother loved him always. She prayed for him every day.
She prayed for Gary from the day he was born until the day she
died.
As an adult Gary remained close to his grandmother. No
matter where Gary was, he called his grandmother. They spoke to
each other once or twice a week. If Gary was troubled, he would
call Grandmother.
Every called ended the same. “I love you,” Gary would
say. “I love you more,” Grandmother would answer. “No, I love
you most,” Gary would reply as he hung up. It was their routine.
Gary never outgrew Grandmother’s love.
No matter how much a person hurts, God’s love is there.

Word List
cupbearer: the person
who serves the wine at
a feast and tastes wine
and food for the king
devout: very serious
about faith in God

No matter how much a person loves God, God’s love is greater.
God’s love is greater than the love of any person.
Gary always knew that Grandmother was praying for him.
He knew that no matter how bad things got, God would answer
Grandmother’s prayer.
God’s love is greater than the love between grandmother
and grandson. A grandmother’s prayer supports the kind of love
that does not ask for anything. The kind of love that loves no
matter what happens.
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Things to
Think About
1.Could you help your
church develop a
prayer ministry for
those who are
suffering?
2. When you hear that
others are suffering
how do you pray for
them?
3. How are you
willing to help those
in need?
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Nehemiah Learns that God’s People Are Suffering
(Nehemiah 1:1-3)
Nehemiah was a Jew. He served in the palace of
Artaxerxes. Artaxerxes was king of Persia from 465-424 BC.
Nehemiah was the king’s cupbearer. He was in charge of
keeping the king’s food safe. It was Nehemiah’s job to make sure
the food had not been poisoned. Nehemiah tasted everything
prepared for the king. If Nehemiah ate something and lived, it
proved the food was safe to eat.
The cupbearer’s job was an important one. Among all the
jobs in the palace, cupbearer was one of the best. Only three
people in the palace made more money than Nehemiah.
Nehemiah had a high position within the palace but he was
a humble person. He was devout. Nehemiah loved God. He
worshiped God. He served God. He gave his best to God.
Nehemiah had a great job. Life was good.
One day some Jews came to the palace. These men had
come to Persia from Jerusalem. Nehemiah asked how things were
in the City of God. The answer was not good. Nehemiah was told
the people were in trouble. The people were full of shame.
Nehemiah was told how the wall of Jerusalem was broken
down. The gates had been destroyed. No one was making repairs.
No one was working to rebuild the city. The people were living
among the ruins of a destroyed city. Jerusalem had not been
restored. It was not the beautiful city the older Jews remembered.
It was not the wonderful place the young people had heard about.
The people in Jerusalem were sad. They did not like the
ways things were. They were busy trying to stay alive. They were
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poor. They were not getting along with other
people. They did not look toward a bright
future. They did not try to improve their city.

Nehemiah Prays for Jerusalem
(Nehemiah 1:4-11)
Nehemiah heard that the people needed
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He named those sins. Nehemiah said he did not
always do the right thing. He did not always
keep God’s commandments.
Nehemiah reminded God of His promise. God
had said He would always be with His
people.
Nehemiah called on God to keep His promises
now, in the present.

Nehemiah’s prayer shows his ability

help. He knew what action to take. Nehemiah to be a leader. He took on the load of all the
was a man of God. He fasted. He talked with people. He did not blame others for their
God.

problems. Nehemiah saw it as a group
Nehemiah’s prayer serves as a model

prayer. It gives the pattern for approaching

problem.
Nehemiah did not have to pray. He did

God. Prayer is more than asking God for

not have to feel responsible for others.

things. It is more than making deals with

Nehemiah lived 1,000 miles away from

God.

Jerusalem. He could have forgotten

There are those who only bargain with Jerusalem. He could have forgotten the
God. They will say, “God, if You will give
suffering of the people who lived there.
me what I want, then I will do something for

Nehemiah chose to pray. He wanted to

You.” Nehemiah’s prayer shows how people

help the people find their way back to God.

can approach God. It is a conversation with

God uses people who pray. The prayer of a

Him.

man right with God has much power. God
Nehemiah prayed:

He praised God for keeping His promises in the
past.
He thanked God for listening to the prayers of a
simple man.
He asked for forgiveness of his sin. It was not
only the wrong that he had done. He asked for
forgiveness of the sin of all the people.

spoke to his heart. God answered his prayer.
Nehemiah wanted to help restore
God’s people. He wanted to restore God’s
city. He saw that he could help. He could use
his position in the palace to help. He found
his purpose in life, to help the people of
Jerusalem.

RESTORING THE FUTURE • Unit 4: Nehemiah • Lesson 6: Talk To God

Nehemiah 1
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sons of Israel which we have sinned against

1 These are the words of Nehemiah the son

You. I and my father's house have sinned.

of Hacaliah.

7 We have sinned in our actions against You.

Now in the month of Chislev, in the

We have not kept the Laws which You gave

twentieth year, while I was in the king's

to Your servant Moses.

house in Susa,

8 Remember what You told Your servant

2 Hanani, one of my brothers, and some

Moses, saying, 'If you are not faithful, I will

men from Judah came. I asked them about

make you go different places in other

the Jews who were still living and had

nations.

gotten away from Babylon, and about

9 But if you return to Me and keep My

Jerusalem.

Laws and obey them, I will gather you and

3 They said to me, "The Jews who are left

bring you to the place where I have chosen

who have returned to the land from Babylon

for My name to be. I will do this even if you

are in much trouble and shame. The wall of

have been spread out to the farthest part of

Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are

the heavens.'

destroyed by fire."

10 They are Your servants and Your people

4 When I heard this, I sat down and cried

whom You have made free by Your great

and was filled with sorrow for days. I did

power and strong hand.

not eat, and I prayed to the God of heaven.

11 O Lord, hear the prayer of Your servant

5 I said, "O Lord God of heaven, the great

and the prayer of Your servants who are

God Who is honored with fear, Who keeps

happy to fear Your name. Make Your

the agreement and loving-kindness for those

servant do well today, and give him loving-

who love Him and keep His Laws,

pity in front of this man."

6 listen to me and let Your eyes be open.
Hear the prayer of Your servant which I now Now I was the one who carried the cup for
pray to You day and night for the sons of
Israel Your servants, telling the sins of the

the king.
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Plan Carefully
Hurricane Katrina hit the city of New Orleans in August
2006. The levee broke. Much of the city was underwater. There
are still neighborhoods that have not been rebuilt.

Bible Text
Nehemiah 2

Some of the people who fled the city decided not to return.
They chose not to rebuild. They started new lives in new places.
Some people waited for insurance checks. Others waited

Memory Verse
I said to myself, “God
will judge both the
man who is right and
good, and the sinful
man.” For there is a
time for everything to
be done and a time for
every work.
(Ecclesiastes 3:17)

for the government to help. Others simply seemed to be waiting.
They were without direction. They did not seem to know what
they were waiting for. They had little hope for the future.
It was a difficult time for everyone. It was a very
emotional time. The shock was great. The city had been
destroyed.
Many people went to New Orleans. They rolled up their
sleeves. They got to work. They helped to rebuild parts of the

Word List
direction: a plan for
life and a way to live
project: a work plan

city. Those who helped rebuild the city discovered the joy of
restoring the past. There were people who said, “We will make it
the same city, only it will be better.”
It is not for us to judge those who wait. Each person’s
experience was different. Each person has his own story.
There comes a time for rebuilding. There comes a time for
the past to give way to the present. When the past catches up with
the present, the future can begin.
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Nehemiah Goes to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 2:1-10)

Things to
Think About
1. If you were asked
to lead a project for
your church would
you be willing to take
the challenge?
2. What can you
volunteer to do to
help those who are in
need?
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Nehemiah was sad. He tried not to let it affect his work in
the palace. However, Artaxerxes noticed that something was
wrong. The king asked the cupbearer what was causing him to be
so sad.
Nehemiah took a deep breath. He silently prayed that God
would give him the words. Nehemiah wanted God’s help. He
talked to the king about the conditions in Jerusalem.
Nehemiah told the king what he had heard about
Jerusalem. The people were not doing what they were supposed

3. What in your life
needs rebuilding and
renewing?

to do. They were not rebuilding the walls around Jerusalem. They
were not taking care of the City of God. They needed someone to
lead them.
It seemed that there was too much to be done. Not one
person in all Jerusalem wanted to lead the rebuilding effort. A
building project must have a person who will lead the workers.
The leader must inspire the people to do the work.
The king was touched by Nehemiah’s words. The king told
his cupbearer to go to Jerusalem. The king offered to help. This
was more than Nehemiah had hoped for.
When we allow God to work through us, more will happen
than we can think possible. God knows what is needed. He will
provide the people. He will provide the materials.
Artaxerxes ordered some of his army to go with Nehemiah.
He gave horses for the journey. Horses would help the travelers
move faster. He provided for Nehemiah to take trees from the
royal forest. The lumber would be used to rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem.
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A gate has a purpose. Many of the

Because Nehemiah was the cupbearer,
he could talk openly with the king. God had

gates were totally useless. A gate is

placed Nehemiah in the palace. God’s plan

supposed to open and close. It is supposed

was fulfilled because the king was in charge.

to let people into the city. It is supposed to

God touched the heart of the king. The king

allow people to leave. The walls and the

was willing to help by giving the materials

gates were supposed to protect the people at

needed. Artaxerxes helped when he gave

night.

Nehemiah permission to leave the palace.

Nehemiah was not pleased with what

God can use people even if they do not

he saw. Nehemiah understood what needed

believe in Him.

to be done. He made plans for the building

The group of men traveled to

project. Nehemiah was ready to begin the

Jerusalem. They came to help. They were

rebuilding project. He spoke to the people.

prepared. They were confident the walls and
the gates would be rebuilt.

Nehemiah told the people about his
prayer for Jerusalem. He told them that God
was not pleased with them. He said that

Nehemiah Encourages the People
(Nehemiah 2:11-19)
After Nehemiah got to Jerusalem he
rested. He did not tell anyone why he was
there. He wanted to see the wall for himself.

God sent him to rebuild the city walls. He
told them that the king had allowed the trip.
The king was in favor of the wall being
rebuilt.
Nehemiah spoke words of hope.

He wanted to see the good parts. He wanted

Nehemiah’s message was clear: Now is the

to see the bad parts.

time. His words inspired the people. The

One night Nehemiah took some of the
soldiers. They went to see the walls. They
rode around the entire city of Jerusalem.
There was trash around the walls. Because of
the trash, there were places where they could
not get close to the walls.

people rose up. They were eager to rebuild
the city walls.
To the work! To the work!
There is labor for all.
-- Fanny Crosby, hymn writer
(1820-1915)
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Nehemiah 2
1 In the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of
King Artaxerxes, wine was in front of him. And I
took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I
had not been sad in front of him before.
2 So the king said to me, "Why is your face so
sad when you are not sick? It must be that you are
sad in your heart." Then I was very much afraid.
3 I said to the king, "Let the king live forever.
Why should my face not be sad when the city, the
place of my fathers' graves, lies waste and its
gates destroyed by fire?"
4 Then the king said to me, "What are you asking
for?" So I prayed to the God of heaven.
5 And I said to the king, "If it pleases the king,
and if your servant has found favor in your eyes,
send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers'
graves. Let me build it again."
6 The king said to me, with the queen sitting
beside him, "How long will you be gone, and
when will you return?" So it pleased the king to
send me, and I set him a time.
7 And I said to the king, "If it please the king, let
letters be given to me for the leaders of the lands
on the other side of the River, that they may
allow me to pass through until I come to Judah.
8 Send a letter with me for Asaph, the keeper of
the king's trees, that he may give me cut trees.
These will be for making heavy wood pieces for
the gates of the strong place by the house of God,
and for the city wall, and for the house where I
will stay." And the king gave me what I asked for,
because the good hand of my God was upon me.
9 Then I came to the leaders of the lands on the
other side of the River and gave them the letters.
Now the king had sent army captains and
horsemen with me.
10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the
Ammonite workman heard about it, they were not
pleased that someone had come to make things go
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well for the sons of Israel.
11 I came to Jerusalem and was there for three days.
12 Then I got up in the night, I and a few men with
me. I did not tell anyone what my God was putting
into my mind to do for Jerusalem. There was no
animal with me except the one I was sitting on.
13 I went out at night by the Valley Gate to the
Dragon's Well and to the Waste Gate. I looked at
the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down
and its gates which were destroyed by fire.
14 Then I went on to the Well Gate and the King's
Pool, but there was no place for the animal I was
on to pass.
15 So I went up in the night by the valley and
looked at the wall. Then I went in through the
Valley Gate again and returned.
16 The leaders did not know where I had gone or
what I had done. And I had not yet told the Jews,
the religious leaders, the rulers, the leaders, or the
rest who did the work.
17 Then I said to them, "You see the problem we
have. Jerusalem lies waste and its gates are
destroyed by fire. Come, let us build the wall of
Jerusalem again, that we may no longer be put to
shame."
18 I told them how the hand of my God had
brought good to me, and the words that the king
had spoken to me. Then they said, "Let us get up
and build." So they put their hands to the good
work.
19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the
Ammonite servant, and Geshem the Arab heard
about it, they made fun of us and hated us. They
said, "What is this thing you are doing? Are you
turning against the king?"
20 I answered them, "The God of heaven will
make it go well for us. So we His servants will get
up and build. But you have no share or right or
anything to be remembered in Jerusalem."
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Look Upward
A church decided it was time to remodel the children’s
Sunday School area. The structure of the building was solid. A
new building was not needed. It was the inside that needed
repairing. Walls needed to be moved. There was a need to make
better use of the space. Walls needed new paint. They needed

Bible Text
Nehemiah 3:1-12;
4:1-6
Memory Verse
Whatever work you
do, do it with all your
heart. Do it for the
Lord and not for men.
(Colossians 3:23)
Word List
replaced: put
something new in the
place of something
old or ruined
slogan: an expression
used to identify a
project or product

bright colors. Carpet needed to be replaced.
A committee was selected to raise money for the project.
The committee met to select a slogan for the Building Fund.
Some of the suggested slogans were:
Together We Build
We Will Rise
Building for Our Future
Built to Stay, Building to Serve

The project was for the children. The children were the future of
the church. The committee decided on:
From Your Presents Comes Our Future.
For several weeks the children had Sunday School in other
areas of the church. They were told about the changes being
made. They were told there would be a special surprise in the
new building. The children were encouraged to bring special
offerings for their new space. They became excited about their
new rooms.
At last the work was done. The children were allowed into
their new space. It was bright. On the inside it looked like a new
building. The children were excited. They saw the brightly
painted walls. They saw the new floors. There was new furniture.
There was a library just for them. Someone had donated a new
fish tank for the children. It was filled with large goldfish. There
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Things to
Think About
1.How can you
encourage people to
continue their work?
2. What do you do
when others try to
discourage you?
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were small guppies. There were angelfish. On the floor of the
entrance of the building was a large red heart. Inside the heart
were the words, “Jesus loves me, this I know.”
“It’s perfect,” one of the children declared. “The building
is old on the outside. On the inside is a new heart.”
The children had been involved in the project. They felt
they were a part of all that had been done. They loved their new
Sunday School area. The adults knew they had done a good thing
for the children.

Can We All Work Together? (Nehemiah 3:1-12)
Jerusalem’s walls had many gates. Each gate had a name.
These names usually referred to the use of the gate. One gate is
referred to as the Fish Gate. It is near the fish market. This is
where fish were sold. Another gate is referred to as the Cheese
Gate. Cheese makers brought their products here to be sold.
The East Gate was one of the most used gates. It was the
main gate on the east side of the wall. It was being used daily. It
did not need as much repair. The East Gate has been the site of
many historic events. This is the gate that Jesus used. He entered
Jerusalem to great cheers the Sunday before He died on the cross.
The Romans in 70 A.D destroyed the East Wall when they
destroyed the temple. The Muslims walled it up in 1530. Today it
is sealed and blocked. Today no one can enter Jerusalem by this
gate. When Jesus returns He will enter Jerusalem through this
gate.
The Western Gate was used also. It was used to support the
ground where the temple stood. Today the Jews call it The
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Wailing Wall. The Wall is considered a

The people worked quickly. Within 52 days

holy place. Jews go to this wall to pray.

the work was done.

They mourn the loss of the temple. They
pray special prayers to God.
Nehemiah organized the work by

For many years the walls needed to
be repaired. Nehemiah came to town. He
came prepared. It did not take long to get

families. Every family was responsible for

the job done. They needed a leader. It took

a section of the wall. They were responsible

a special person to encourage the people.

for repairing the gate by that section.

That special person was Nehemiah.

Nehemiah wanted all families to be active

No one part of the wall was more

in the repair work. Even the daughters in

important that any other. The entire wall

the family helped with the work. It was a

needed to be strong. There could be no

family affair. It was a community affair.

weak places. A weak wall would mean that
the wall was not doing its job.

Of Course We Can (Nehemiah 4:1-6)
Sanballat did not want the walls to be

Rebuilding the walls and gates was
hard work. It was hope that gave people the

rebuilt. He did not want the Jews to

will to work. It was hope that got the job

succeed. He tried to get the project stopped.

done. When the work was done, the people

He tried to get King Artaxerxes to stop the

were glad they had worked hard. The

work.

people found they could accomplish great
Sanballat made fun of the people. He

was a bully. He saw that the walls were
being built without mortar. “How can the

things. Those who do God’s work are
always rewarded.
People working together encourage

wall be strong?” He asked. “There is

each other. This was a group project. If

nothing to hold it together.” Sanballat

someone got tired, another person’s words

worked to discourage people. Telling

would give hope. This provides an example

someone they cannot do something often

for the church to follow. All church

makes them more determined. His words

members should be working toward the

did that. They wanted to prove him wrong.

same goal.
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Nehemiah 3:1-12; 4:1-6
1 Then Eliashib the head religious leader and
his brothers the religious leaders started to work
and built the Sheep Gate. They set it apart as
holy, and hung its doors. They set apart as holy
the wall to the Tower of the Hundred, and to
the Tower of Hananel.
2 The men of Jericho built next to him. And
Zaccur the son of Imri built next to them.
3 The sons of Hassenaah built the Fish Gate.
They laid the long wood pieces that hold up the
gate and hung its doors with its iron pieces.
4 Next to them Meremoth the son of Uriah, son
of Hakkoz, did the needed work. Next to him
Meshullam the son of Berechiah, son of
Meshezabel, did the needed work. And next to
him Zadok the son of Baana did the needed
work.
5 Next to him the Tekoites did the needed
work, but their rulers would not do the work
they were told to do by their lords.
6 Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the
son of Besodeiah did the needed work on the
Old Gate. They laid its long wood pieces and
hung its doors with its iron pieces.
7 Next to them Melatiah the Gibeonite and
Jadon the Meronothite did the needed work.
They were the men of Gibeon and Mizpah, who
were under the rule of the leader of the land on
the other side of the River.
8 Next to them Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, who
worked with gold, did the needed work. Next to
him Hananiah, one of the men who made
perfume, did the needed work. They made
Jerusalem like new as far as the Wide Wall.
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9 Next to them Rephaiah the son of Hur, the
leader of half of Jerusalem, did the needed work.
10 Next to them Jedaiah the son of Harumaph
did the needed work beside his house. And next
to him Hattush the son of Hashabneiah did the
needed work.
11 Malchijah the son of Harim and Hasshub the
son of Pahath-moab did the needed work on
another part and on the Tower of the Stoves.
12 Next to him Shallum the son of Hallohesh,
the leader of half of Jerusalem, did the needed
work, he and his daughters.
…4:1 When Sanballat heard that we were
building the wall again, he became very angry.
He was filled with anger and he made fun of the
Jews.
2 He said to his brothers and the rich men of
Samaria, "What are these weak Jews doing? Are
they going to build things again for themselves?
Will they give gifts on the altar in worship? Will
they finish in a day? Will they get good stones
for building from the dust, seeing they are
burned?"
3 Tobiah the Ammonite was near him and said,
"If a fox would jump on what they build, he
would break their stone wall down!"
4 Hear, O our God, how we are hated! Return
their shame on their own heads. Let them be
taken as servants to a strange land.
5 Do not forgive their sin. Do not let their sin be
covered from Your eyes. For they have made
much fun of the builders.
6 But we built the wall, and the whole wall was
joined together to half its height, for the people
had a mind to work.
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There was a time when people bought only the things they
could pay for. Then credit cards became a popular method to pay
for things. People bought things they did not need. They would
worry about paying the bill later.

Bible Text
Nehemiah 5
Memory Verse
O my God, remember
me for good for all I
have done for these
people.
(Nehemiah 5:19)

The time came when we started using credit cards like
cash. Now we buy everything with our plastic cards. We go to
the grocery store. We put it on the credit card. We drive through
the fast food place, and it is charged to the credit card. Many
people never use cash. Their life is charged. It is estimated that
most people have nine credit cards. Most owe at least $5,710 on
those cards.

Word List
collateral: security
offered or given on
the promise of paying
for money borrowed,
usually an important
or expensive item
owned by the
borrower
mercy: lovingkindness
mortgage: an
agreement of
promised property
made to borrow
money; the property
can be taken if the
debt is not paid

People buy big, expensive cars or vans which use a lot of
gas. When gas costs go up to $4.00 a gallon, it costs a lot to fill
the tank. Yet they cannot afford a new, smaller car because they
owe too much on the first car.
Many people buy houses they cannot afford. If the monthly
payments increase, they cannot keep up with the rising cost. Soon
the house goes back to the lender. People are forced out of their
houses.
Buying on credit is easy. Paying the debt is difficult.

Do Not Borrow Too Much Money (Nehemiah 5:1-5)
Nehemiah was upset. He saw people who were hurting.
People were borrowing money to pay for food. They were paying
high interest rates. They were offering their fields and houses as
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Things to
Think About
1.What ministries in
your church are for
helping those who are
in need?
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collateral. They were offering their children to be servants.
People were funding their present by giving up their future.
People mortgaged their children’s future.
People were borrowing too much money. They buried
themselves in debt. Nehemiah said this was wrong. People should
not be charged high interest rates on borrowed money. The high

2. What would you do
if someone asked you
for a loan?
3. How do people
borrow money in
other countries?

interest rates caused stress. People were feeling hopeless. They
could not see an end to their financial problems. God does not
want His people to owe money to others.

Do Not Charge Too Much Interest (Nehemiah 5:6-13)
Nehemiah was angry. He saw that people were hurting. He
felt their pain. Nehemiah knew it was his job to make things
right. Anger has to be carefully controlled. Nehemiah planned
what he would do. He planned what he would say. He thought
before he acted.
Nehemiah went to those who were loaning money. He told
then that they were wrong. They were causing unneeded stress.
They were hurting the people. They were hurting the country. He
said they must stop doing it. He pled for mercy on behalf of the
people.
Nehemiah said the collateral taken should be returned.
People were being greedy by charging too much for loaning
money. The men who had been loaning money agreed to return
the property. They wanted to show they could be honest. Those
making loans knew they were wrong. They were ashamed of
what they had done. They promised to stop their bad conduct.
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There are times when people need financial

Nehemiah wanted to be known as an

help. Giving money to help a friend pay the

honest person. He wanted to be known as a

rent or buy food is a good act. This shows

good ruler. Nehemiah lived his life as one

you care for that person. This shows God’s

looking to God. He cared for others. He

love through you.

showed others how much God loves His

Some rules on loaning money to

people. Nehemiah dealt with people as an

others:

equal. He did not think of himself as a

1. If someone asks you for a loan, you should
think carefully before answering.
2. A loan should not include the promise of
interest.
3. Do not think of it as a loan. You should
consider it a gift.
4. You must be prepared for the money not to
be repaid.
5. You need to decide if the money is more
important than the friend is. If the money is
not repaid, how will it affect your
friendship?

superior. He had the attitude that we are all

Living a Model Life (Nehemiah 5:14-19)
Nehemiah was a good ruler. He set a
good example for the Israelites. He did not
expect more from them than he did for
himself. He did not eat the food of a ruler.
He ate the food that was available to
everyone.
Nehemiah worked hard. He worked
as hard as everyone else did. He did not buy
land. He did not spend too much money on
material things.

in this together.
Nehemiah proved he loved God. He
worked to help the people. He prayed for
mercy. Nehemiah was a good man.
The main theme of Christianity is
love. God loves us. We show God’s love by
loving others. Others come to God because
of that spirit of love.
Christianity is centered on giving.
This is an important way to show God’s
love. God rewards those who give.
———————————
Nehemiah 5
1 Now the people and their wives began to
cry in a loud voice against their Jewish
brothers.
2 For some said, "We, our sons and our
daughters are many. Let us get grain, that we
may eat and live."
3 And some said, "We are giving up our
fields, our grape-vines and our houses, that
we might get grain because of no food."
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4 Others said, "We have taken money from
others to pay the king's tax on our fields and our
grape-vines, and we must pay back this money.
5 Our flesh is like the flesh of our brothers. Our
children are like their children. Yet we are made
to sell our sons and daughters to work for
others. Some of our daughters have already
been sold and taken away. We cannot do
anything, because our fields and vines belong to
others."
6 I was very angry when I heard their cry and
these words.
7 I thought about it, and spoke sharp words to
the rulers and leaders. I said to them, "You are
making the people pay back more money than
you give them to use!" So I gathered many
people together against them.
8 And I said to them, "As we have been able,
we have bought and freed our Jewish brothers
who were sold to the nations. But you would
even sell your brothers that they may be sold to
us!" They were quiet and could not find a word
to say.
9 So I said, "What you are doing is not good.
Should you not walk in the fear of our God to
stop the nations who hate us from putting us to
shame?
10 I, my brothers and my servants are giving
them money and grain. Let us stop making them
pay back more than they are given.
11 Return to them this very day their fields,
vines, olive trees, and houses. Also return to
them one-hundredth part of the money, grain,
new wine, and oil, that you have been making
them pay."
12 Then they said, "We will give these back and
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will ask nothing from them. We will do just as
you say." So I called the religious leaders, and
had them promise that they would keep their
word.
13 I shook out the front of my clothing and said,
"So may God shake out every man from his
house and from all he has worked for, who does
not keep this promise. So may he be shaken out
and made empty." And all the people said, "Let
it be so!" and praised the Lord. Then they did as
they had promised.
14 Also, in the twelve years after I was chosen
to be their ruler in the land of Judah, from the
twentieth year to the thirty-second year of King
Artaxerxes, I and my brothers did not eat the
food allowed to the ruler.
15 The rulers who were before me made the
people work very hard. They took bread and
wine from them, besides forty pieces of silver.
Even their servants ruled over the people. But I
did not do so because of the fear of God.
16 I also worked on this wall myself, and we did
not buy any land. And all my servants were
gathered there for the work.
17 Also, there were 150 Jews and leaders at my
table, besides those who came to us from the
nations that were around us.
18 One bull, six of the best sheep, and birds
were made ready for me each day. All kinds of
wine were brought in every ten days. Yet for all
this I did not make them give me the food
allowed to me as ruler, because the work was
very hard for these people.
19 O my God, remember me for good for all I
have done for these people.
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Trust God
The fourth Thursday of November in the United States is
Thanksgiving Day. This is the day when families gather together.
It is the day when the family has a great feast. The traditional
meal includes turkey and dressing, cranberry sauce, and mashed
potatoes with gravy. Sometimes, families have green bean

Bible Text
Nehemiah 7:73b;
8:1-4a, 9-18
Memory Verse
Then Ezra gave honor
and thanks to the Lord
the great God. And all
the people answered,
“Let it be so!” while
lifting up their hands.
(Nehemiah 8:6a)

Word List
amen: so be it or let it
be so
tabernacle: a
temporary place of
worship
ultimate: the best

casserole, sweet potatoes, and a salad. For some people
Thanksgiving means pecan pie. Other people insist it should be
pumpkin pie.
Thanksgiving Day has been called the most all-American
of all the holidays. As families grow and change, the traditions
might change. The purpose of the day remains the same. On this
day families are called to prayer. We are to thank God for all He
has given us.

Ezra Reads the Law (Nehemiah 7:73b; 8:1-4a)
The walls of Jerusalem were built. The Jews began to pay
attention to the past. They wanted to learn more. They wanted to
hear about the Laws that God had given to Moses. They wanted
to live as God’s chosen people. They saw it was not good to
worship idols.
The people gathered in the front of the Water Gate.
Everyone was there. The oldest men and women came. The
mothers and fathers were there. All children who were old
enough to understand were there.
A special platform had been built for this occasion. People
came to hear Ezra the priest read God’s Word. Ezra stood up. He
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Things to
Think About
1. What does your
church do to honor
God?
2. How does your life
show you honor God?
3. What are you
thankful for?
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opened the Book. All the people stood. Ezra read from the Book
of the Law. This was the Book of Moses. The readings reminded
people of their history. It reminded them of the Laws. It reminded
them of how much God loves His people.
After reading the Word of God for several hours, Ezra
thanked God for His Law. The people bowed their heads. They
praised God. And all the people said, “Amen.”
Every day for seven days Ezra read the Word of God. As
Ezra read, 12 men would help the people understand what was
being read. Ezra knew it was good for people to hear the Word of
God. He also wanted people had to understand what they were
hearing. Words are only useful when they are understood.
Levites helped with the teaching. The Levites were the
choir. They sang the words of God. Their music helped people
remember the words.
In many of today’s churches the people stand. They read
the Scripture out loud. They read together. There is unity within
the worship service. This tradition is based on Old Testament
custom.

Feast of the Tabernacle (Nehemiah 8:9-12)
The Tabernacle was the dwelling place of God built to
move with the Hebrews as they went from Egypt to Jerusalem. It
was a holy place. The tabernacle reminded the people of the
presence of God. Inside the tabernacle were the items used in
worship. Solomon built the first temple in Jerusalem. The items
used in worship from the tabernacle were placed inside the
temple.
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The Feast of the Tabernacle is a
Jewish holiday. It celebrates the 40 years
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were used. Myrtle trees were used. These
trees provided shelter.

the Hebrews spent traveling from Egypt to

The Feast of the Tabernacles was an

Jerusalem. It is a seven-day celebration. It

ancient feast. It had not been celebrated for

happens in September or October. This

many generations. No one alive had ever

week is the final holy days of the Jewish

celebrated this occasion. It was an old

calendar. It is a joyous occasion.

custom but the people had to learn about it.

During this week the Jews gather

The people were told to enjoy the

together. They live in tents. This reminds

feast. They were reminded to share what

the people that their ancestors lived in tents.

they had with those who had little.

There is a special tent for God. As the

Part of the American Thanksgiving

people crossed the wilderness, God was

tradition is giving to others. Many churches

with them.

deliver baskets of food to those in need.

The festival is to thank God for the

Many people take canned goods to local

things He has given. The important gift is

food banks. Sharing is a part of the

God’s saving love. This is the ultimate

November celebration. This is good.

meaning of the forgiveness of sin.
Nehemiah told the people to stop

We should remember those needing
help at other times of the year, too. A child

crying and being sad. They should be happy

once asked, "Do poor people only get

because they had been forgiven. They ate,

hungry at Thanksgiving?” The answer, of

shared and showed joy that day.

course, is “No.” Christians are called to
show God’s love to others. Feeding the

We Gather Together (Nehemiah 8:13-18)
Tents were built. These tents were
also called booths. The tents had four posts.
The posts came from the trunks of large
trees. The branches of smaller tress
connected the posts. Olive and palm trees

poor is one way to show this love. We
should help the poor throughout the year.
Sing to the Lord of Harvest,
Sing songs of love and praise,
With joyful hearts and voices,
Your alleluias raise.
-- John S. B. Monsell (1811-1875)
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Nehemiah 7:73b; 8:1-4a, 9-18
73 ...When the seventh month had come, the
sons of Israel were in their cities.
8:1 Then all the people gathered as one man
at the open space in front of the Water Gate.
They asked Ezra the writer to bring the book
of the Law of Moses which the Lord had
given to Israel.
2 And on the first day of the seventh month,
Ezra the religious leader brought the Law to
the gathering of men, women, and all who
were able to understand.
3 He read from it in the open space by the
Water Gate from early morning until noon.
He read it in front of men and women and
those who were able to understand and all the
people listened to the book of the Law.
4 Ezra the writer stood on a raised floor of
wood which they had made for this reason...
…9 Then Nehemiah, who was the ruler, and
Ezra the religious leader and writer, and the
Levites who taught the people, said to all of
them, "This day is holy to the Lord your God.
Do not cry or be filled with sorrow." For all
the people were crying when they heard the
words of the Law.
10 Ezra said to them, "Go, eat and drink what
you enjoy, and give some to him who has
nothing ready. For this day is holy to our
Lord. Do not be sad for the joy of the Lord is
your strength."
11 So the Levites made all the people quiet,
saying, "Be quiet, for this is a holy day. Do
not be sad."
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12 And all the people went away to eat and
drink, to share what they had, and to show
their joy. They understood the words which
had been made known to them.
13 On the second day the heads of the family
groups of all the people, the religious leaders,
and the Levites were gathered to Ezra the
writer, that they might better understand the
words of the Law.
14 They found written in the Law how the
Lord had said through Moses that the sons of
Israel should live in tents during the special
supper of the seventh month.
15 So they made it known in all their cities
and in Jerusalem, saying, "Go out to the hills
and bring branches of olive, wild olive,
myrtle, palm, and other trees with leaves, to
make tents, as it is written."
16 So the people went out and brought them
and made tents for themselves, each on his
roof. And they made tents in their open
spaces, in the open spaces of the house of
God, in the place by the Water Gate, and in
the place by the Gate of Ephraim.
17 All the people who had returned from
Babylon made tents and lived in them. The
sons of Israel had not done so since the days
of Joshua the son of Nun. And there was
much joy.
18 Every day Ezra read from the book of the
Law of God, from the first day to the last day.
They held the special supper seven days, and
on the eighth day there was a special
gathering, as it is written in the Law.
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Mama grew up in Indiana in the late 1890s and early
1900s. Her mother taught her the skills of being a good wife. The
Woodards decided to move to Texas. Mama wanted a large
backyard. She wanted there to be a clothesline in the yard.
On laundry day she would go outside. She would hang out

Bible Text
Nehemiah 12:27-43

the washing. When she went to gather the dry clothes she could
be heard singing:

Memory Verse
Praise the Lord, all
nations! Praise Him
all people! For His
loving-kindness
toward us is great.
And the truth of the
Lord lasts forever.
Praise the Lord!
(Psalm 117)

Bringing in the sheets,
Bringing in the sheets,
We shall come rejoicing bringing in the sheets.

The original words were, “Bringing in the sheaves,
Bringing in the sheaves.” Knowles Shaw wrote the song in 1874.
Mama had learned the song in a small, country church. The song
is about being sad, working hard and being happy that the work is
done.

Word List
psalteries: an ancient
string instrument
played by strumming
with fingers or a pick
rejoice: be glad
sheaves: a bundle of
stalks of grain

Mama knew about sheaves. Her father was a farmer. She
had grown up on a farm. Moving to Texas meant living in the
city. Now she worried about clean laundry. She no longer worried
about a crop failing. She always thought about the times when
there were good crops. She thought about the times when the
crops failed. Mama knew that hard work is always rewarded.
Mama died almost 25 years ago. Her granddaughters are
now old enough to have their own granddaughters. The
granddaughters do not use clotheslines. They have clothes dryers.
They still think about Mama and her laundry song. They have
told Mama’s great-great-granddaughters about the song.
The younger children do not know about very much about
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Things to
Think About
1. How important is
music to you as
you worship?
2. Do you thank God
daily for your life?
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clotheslines. But they know about Mama. They have heard the
laundry day story. They have been taught how hard work causes
a person to rejoice.

Planning the Dedication of the Walls (Nehemiah 12:27-37)
There were years when the gates were broken. There were
years when the walls were falling down. Now the repair work
was complete. Everything was better than new. It was a time to
rejoice.
It took planning to get the work done. It would take
planning to properly celebrate the end of the work. It was to be a
great celebration. The walls of Jerusalem were to be dedicated.
The gates of Jerusalem were to be given back to God.
The Levites were asked to lead the people in song. At this
time, 284 Levites lived in Jerusalem. For this occasion the sons
of the Levites were added to the choir. Levites in nearby towns
were invited to come. They could sing in the choir.
The music added to the festivities. It was a happy occasion.
The Levites sang and played instruments. They played cymbals,
psalteries and harps. Music was an important part of the worship
service. Music encourages people to express their joy.
Giving thanks to God brings us closer to Him. As we come
to Him God works in our lives. He shows us the path to follow
Him. He shows us how to live. He wants us to live the life He
meant us to have.
God wants us to talk to Him. He wants us to praise Him.
He wants us to look to Him. He will give us all the things we
need.
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Giving the Walls and Gates Back to God

These were the walls that Sanballat said

(Nehemiah 12:38-43)

were weak. Now the walls were holding

A new, rebuilt wall surrounded the
city of Jerusalem. The walls were complete.
The city was safe. The gates were repaired.

many people. The walls were safe. The
walls were strong.
Levites on one wall sang out their

The people had worked hard. They knew

song. The Levites on the other side would

they had done a good job.

answer. Back and forth they sang. The

The people surrounded the city.
There were family groups at every gate.

music was loud. It was so loud that the
noise was heard throughout the land.

There were family groups standing next to

All the people were happy. They

the walls. Everyone wanted to be a part of

were glad they had worked hard. They were

the great festival that had been planned. It

glad they had finished the work.

was a time of great thanksgiving. All the
people praised God.
The priests made themselves holy.

The people thought the walls would
last forever. God had a different plan. The
Babylonian army destroyed Jerusalem in

The singers made themselves holy. If a

568 B.C. The Roman army destroyed

person is not right with God, he cannot

Jerusalem in 70 A.D.

bring others to Him.
They prayed. They asked God to

Although the walls did not last
forever they lasted longer than Sanballat

bless them. They asked God to bless all the

said they would. The walls and gates lasted

people. They asked God to bless the walls.

as long as God wanted them to last.

They asked God to bless the gates.
The people were filled with joy.
There was great rejoicing. The people were
praising God. God had kept His promise.
The Levites became the song leaders.
The song leaders stood on opposite sides of
the city. They stood on the top of the walls.
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Nehemiah 12:27-43
27 At the special time to praise God for the
wall of Jerusalem, they looked for all the
Levites in the places where they lived and
brought them to Jerusalem so they might join
them at this special time with happiness. They
sang songs of thanks and other songs as
timbrels and harps were played.
28 So the sons of the singers were gathered
from the land around Jerusalem, from the
villages of the Nethophathites,
29 from Beth-gilgal, and from their fields in
Geba and Azmaveth. For the singers had built
villages for themselves around Jerusalem.
30 The religious leaders and the Levites made
themselves holy, and they made the people, the
gates, and the wall holy.
31 Then I had the leaders of Judah come up on
top of the wall. And I picked two large groups
of singers to give thanks. One group was to go
to the right on top of the wall to the Waste
Gate.
32 Hoshaiah and half of the leaders of Judah
followed them,
33 with Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam,
34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah,
35 and some of the sons of the religious leaders
blowing horns. Then followed Zechariah the
son of Jonathan, son of Shemaiah, son of
Mattaniah, son of Micaiah, son of Zaccur, son
of Asaph,
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36 and his brothers, Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai,
Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani,
with the objects that David the man of God had
made for playing music. And Ezra the writer
went before them.
37 At the Well Gate they went straight up the
steps of the city of David, by the steps of the
wall above the house of David, to the Water
Gate on the east.
38 The second group went to the left. I
followed them with half of the people on the
wall, above the Tower of Stoves, to the Wide
Wall.
39 They went above the Gate of Ephraim, by
the Old Gate, the Fish Gate, the Tower of
Hananel, and the Tower of the Hundred, as far
as the Sheep Gate. And they stopped at the Gate
of the Watchmen.
40 Then the two groups stood in the house of
God. So did I and half of the leaders with me,
41 and the religious leaders, Eliakim, Maaseiah,
Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and
Hananiah, with the horns,
42 and Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi,
Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. And the
singers sang with Jezrahiah as their leader.
43 On that day they gave many good gifts and
were glad because God had given them great
joy. Even the women and children were filled
with joy, so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard
from far away.

MALACHAI:
ANSWERING QUESTIONS
Adult Bible Study
in SimplifiedEnglish

Malachi is the last of the 12 minor prophets. It is the
last book in the Old Testament. It was written after the Jews

Malachi:
Answering Questions

had returned to Jerusalem. It was written after the temple had
been rebuilt. It was written after the city walls had been

Lesson 12
What Is Wrong with Us?
Malachi 1:6-14
Lesson 13
Does God Really Judge
Us?
Malachi 2:17 to 3:5

rebuilt. The excitement about returning to the Jewish way of
life was already gone.
Many people no longer cared about honoring God. In
fact, Malachi’s words were for those people. People had
forgotten the excitement of the Feast of the Tabernacle. They
had lost the joy of praising God. Malachi’s words were

Lesson 14
Why Do We Need to
Tithe?
Malachi 3:6-12

written to a people who were in moral decline.
Malachi teaches an important truth. He teaches that
God judges His people. He judges with a loving kindness.
He will forgive the sins of those who worship Him.
This book is a book of prophecy. A prophet’s words
are called a prophecy. Malachi was a prophet. A prophet
speaks God’s words to God’s people. Malachi was a fitting
name for a prophet. The name Malachi means “my
messenger.”
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What Is Wrong With Us?
It’s your birthday. You are handed a gift. It is a box. The

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

box is wrapped in brightly covered paper. There is a pretty ribbon
on top. You have been given a birthday present from your friend.
It is a nice feeling. Someone remembered your special day.

Bible Text
Malachi 1:6-14; 2:4-9
Memory Verse
For the lips of a
religious leader should
have much learning.
Men should listen for
teaching from his
mouth, for he is sent
by the Lord of All.
(Malachi 2:7)

When you open the present, you are surprised. Inside the
box is a sweater. You have seen this sweater before.
You gave this sweater to another friend. The person who
received your gift gave it away. That person is now giving the
gift back to you. Your friends are re-gifting. They are giving
away things that were given to them as gifts.
You bought the sweater. You gave it to someone. You
thought that person would like the sweater. Instead of keeping the
gift, that person gave the sweater to someone else.
There could be several explanations for giving the sweater

Word List
leftovers: that which
remains
re-gift: the act of
taking a gift given to
you and giving it to
someone else

away. Perhaps the sweater was not the correct size. Perhaps the
sweater was the wrong color. Perhaps the person who received
your gift needed to give a present to the other friend. Your gift
had not been worn. It was an easy thing to re-wrap the box. The
sweater has a new owner. Now that person is giving it to you.
Re-gifting is the subject of many discussions. Is it right to
give away something that was given to you? There are people
who say it is totally wrong to re-gift. Someone bought the item
for you. They chose it as something they thought you would like.
They chose it especially for you.
There are other people who see nothing wrong with regifting. They think if you don’t like a present you should give it
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Things to
Think About
1. How do you react
when you hear that a
pastor has been
accused of doing
something wrong?
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away. They think re-gifting is good. They say, “Give the sweater
to someone who will wear it.”

Give God Your Best (Malachi 1:6-14)
People brought live animals to the temple. This was the
custom. This is what they were told to do. The people were

2. What qualities
should a pastor have?

bringing their sacrifices to the temple. This was part of their
worship of God.

3. Why do you like
your pastor?

But the people were not obeying the Word of God. They
were bringing animals that could not walk. They were bringing
animals that were sick. They were bringing animals that were not
perfect. They were bringing animals that no one would buy.
The people were not being honest in their giving to God.
They were not making their offerings important. They were
making offerings because they thought they had to do it. These
were not gifts of love.
Many people did not have animals to bring to the temple.
They were farmers. They brought the grains from their fields.
They were not bringing the best grains. They were bringing the
grains that had fallen to the ground. These were the grains that
the grain gatherers had dropped on the ground.
The people were bringing gifts that were leftovers. The
grains could not be sold. The grains could not be eaten. The
animals were old. They were tough. They were keeping the best
animals and grain for themselves. They were giving God what
was left after that.
The Levites were the worship leaders. They spent their
time at the temple. They had no land. They did not plant crops.
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They had no animals. They ate the animals
and crops brought to the temple. They were
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3. He preaches the truth. His
sermons are from the Bible.

not happy when the offerings were not

4. He does not use bad words.

good.

5. He lives his life as he preaches.
God’s workers deserved good food

to eat. God was not pleased. The gifts
brought to the temple were not the best.
God wants the best from us. When we give
God our best, He is able to give us His best.
We should not give God our
leftovers. If we reject God’s power over us,
we are not honoring Him. We put ourselves

He does not say, “Live as I say,
not as I do.”
6. He leads the church to find their
place in the community.
7. He leads people to God. Preachers
are called to help others know
God.
Being called to preach is a sacred

first. We sin. We mislead ourselves. We

honor. The title pastor comes with

mislead others. We think bad thoughts.

conditions. The title has many duties. A

If we honor God, He is able to work

preacher must be able to account for his

through us. He becomes the center of our

actions. He must be a leader of his church.

relationships. He directs our lives. He gives

He must be a leader of his town. He should

us His best. God does not re-gift things to

inspire the people of his town.

us. He does not give us His leftovers.

A pastor is someone to be admired.
He must live his life carefully. Others will

Great Expectations (Malachi 2:4-9)

copy what he does. He must be an example

This what is expected from a pastor:

for others. He should do nothing that would

1. He is a true believer in God. He

keep others away from God.

believes God is true to His Word.
2. He stands in wonder of God. He
acknowledges that God works in
amazing ways.
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Malachi 1:6-14; 2:4-9
6 "A son honors his father. A servant honors his
owner. Then if I am a father, where is My
honor? If I am a boss, where is My respect?
says the Lord of All to you, O religious leaders
who hate My name. But you say, 'How have we
hated Your name?'
7 You are bringing unclean food to My altar.
But you say, 'How have we made Your altar
unclean?' "Because you say the Lord's table is
to be hated.
8 When you bring a blind animal to the altar as
My gift, is it not sinful? When you bring one
that cannot walk, or one that is sick, is it not
sinful? Why not bring it to your ruler? Would
he be pleased with you? Would he receive it?"
says the Lord of All.
9 "Now pray for God's favor, that He may be
kind to us. With such gifts from your hands,
will He receive any of you in kindness?" says
the Lord of All.
10 "If only there were one among you who
would shut the gates and stop you from burning
a fire on My altar for nothing! I am not pleased
with you," says the Lord of All. "And I will not
receive a gift in worship from you.
11 From sunrise to sunset My name will be
great among the nations. Special perfume will
be given to My name everywhere, and a grain
gift that is pure. For My name will be great
among the nations," says the Lord of All.
12 "But you are making it unclean when you
say that the table of the Lord is unclean, and
that its food is to be hated.
13 You say, 'How tired it makes us!' And you
turn your nose away from it," says the Lord of
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All. "You bring what was stolen, and what
cannot walk, and what is sick. You bring this as
your gift! Should I receive that from your
hands?" says the Lord.
14 "A curse will come upon the sinful man who
promises to give a male from his flock, but
gives an animal that is not perfect to the Lord.
For I am a great King," says the Lord of All.
"And My name is feared among the nations.
Malachi 2:4-9
4 Then you will know that I have sent this word
to you, so that My agreement with Levi may be
kept," says the Lord of All.
5 "My agreement with him was one of life and
peace, and I gave them to him, that he might
honor Me with fear. So he honored Me with
fear. My name filled him with fear and wonder.
6 True teaching was in his mouth, and no
wrong was found on his lips. He walked with
Me in peace and was right and good. And he
turned many from sin.
7 For the lips of a religious leader should have
much learning. Men should listen for teaching
from his mouth, for he is sent by the Lord of
All.
8 But you have turned aside from the way. You
have made many fall by your teaching. You
have sinned against the agreement of Levi,"
says the Lord of All.
9 "So I have made you hated and ashamed in
front of all the people, for you are not keeping
My ways. You have shown favor to certain
people when you teach them."
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Lesson
13
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Does God Really Judge Us?
Martha and Susan were driving from Dallas to Los

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

Angeles. As they drove across Arizona they saw signs for The
Thing. The signs said, “Do not miss it! You must stop to see it.”
The signs asked, “What is it?”

Bible Text
Malachi 2:17 to 3:5
Memory Verse
You have made the
Lord tired with your
words. Yet you say,
“How have we made
Him tired?” By
saying, “Everyone
who sins is good in
the eyes of the Lord,
and He is pleased with
them.” Or by asking,
“Where is the God
Who is fair?”
(Malachi 2:17)
Word List
judge: the one who
decides the worth of
another
repent: to stop
sinning and begin
behaving differently

The signs suggested this was the greatest thing to do in the
entire state. Not seeing The Thing would be like not going to the
Grand Canyon.
There were 174 signs along Interstate 10 for The Thing.
For over 200 miles they passed the signs. Not one of those signs
said what The Thing was.
The signs must have been useful. Many people have
stopped to see this great wonder. This tourist attraction has been
in Dragoon, Arizona, since 1950.
What is The Thing? Martha and Susan cannot tell you.
They did not stop to see it. They think it is fun to talk about The
Thing. It is The Thing that they did not see on their journey to
Los Angeles. They laugh about this and other good memories
from their journey.
Oliver Goldsmith was a British writer who lived from
1730 until 1774. He had the right idea. He described life as being
a journey. Life is a journey that must be traveled. The roads
might be bad. There will be bumps. The stops along the way
might not be what we expect. We must always go on.
God Makes the Rules for Living (Malachi 2:17)
The Jews had returned to Israel. They had rebuilt the
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Things to
Think About
1. What is God’s plan
for the future?
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temple. They had rebuilt the walls and the gates. They had
rejoiced at all they had done. They had settled into their lives.
They had been eager to worship God. That eagerness began to
fade. There were other things to do. Going to the temple was no

2. How have you
prepared for that
future?
3. How does God
judge us?

longer a major concern.
The Jews looked at the people in the countries around
them. They saw people who were living better lives than theirs.
They had better food. They had more money. Their lives seemed
to be worth more. God seemed to love them more. God was
giving them more.
The Jews were jealous. They expected God to make Israel
a powerful nation. They wondered why Israel did not have as
much as the other nations.
The Jews thought of themselves as God’s chosen people.
In fact, God had said they were. The Jews thought that meant
they should have more than everyone else had. They expected
God to give His people His best. Why did the Jews not have as
much as other people?
Bad things happen. Bad things happen even to good
people. This is a fact of life. When bad things happen, people
often question God. They might ask, “Where is God in all of
this? How can a loving God allow me to suffer? Does God really
care?”
Suffering is a very personal thing. We might ask, “Why is
God doing this to me? I love Him. Does He still love me?”
God does not promise us a life that is free of stress. He
does not say that no harm will come to us. He promises to be
with us. He promises to be with us always.
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God promises to help us through bad
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If we reject the laws of God, we are

times. God has His reasons for all that

liars. Our actions say that God is not in

happens to us. He speaks to us through the

charge of us. Our behavior shows that we

events in our lives. We must learn to listen

do not believe that God is God. If we reject

to Him.

God, we do bad things. We say bad things.

We must ask the right question:
“What lessons should I learn from this
event?”

We make excuses for our sin.
If we accept God’s way for us to
live, we repent from our sinful actions. We

We follow God by faith. When we
are not faithful to Him, life’s daily events
come between God and us. It is faith that

do not need excuses for our sin. We realize
we need to stop sinning.
We should follow God’s laws. We

puts God between the hardships of life and

should accept His ways. We believe that

us.

God is “Lord of All” (Malachi 3:1). We
change our lives. When we change, we can

God Makes the Rules for Our Futures
(Malachi 3:1-5)
Malachi tells the people about God’s

do the things He wants us to do. He can
give us the gifts He wants us to have.
God does not change. He is the same

plan. His words are words of prophecy. His

today as He was yesterday. He will be the

message is from God. The message tells us

same tomorrow. God stays true to His plan.

how to prepare for the future.

He keeps His promises to us.

God promises to send someone with

Sin separates us from God. We come

good news. His message will prepare the

to God. We ask His forgiveness. We look to

way for the coming Messiah.

Him to receive His gifts for us.

The people were looking for the

Every day we live our lives. We

coming of the Lord. They knew He would

worship a loving God. He cares about us.

come to judge their enemies. God’s people

He cares about what happens to us. He

did not understand that they would also be

gives us what we need. He is with us the

judged.

entire journey of our lives.
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Malachi 2:17 to 3:5
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witchcraft, and those who do sex sins, and

17 You have made the Lord tired with your

those who make false promises. I will speak

words. Yet you say, "How have we made

against those who do not pay a man what he

Him tired?" By saying, "Everyone who sins

has earned, and who make it hard for the

is good in the eyes of the Lord, and He is

woman whose husband has died and for

pleased with them." Or by asking, "Where is children who have no parents. And I will
the God Who is fair?"

speak against those who turn away the
stranger and do not fear Me," says the Lord

3:1 "See, I am going to send one with news,
and he will make the way ready before Me.
Then all at once the Lord you are looking
for will come to His house. The one with the
news of the agreement, whom you desire, is
coming," says the Lord of All.
2 "But who can live through the day of His
coming? Who can stand when He shows
Himself? For He is like a fire for making
gold pure, and like a strong cleaner.
3 He will sit as one who melts silver and
makes it pure. He will make the sons of
Levi pure. He will make them pure like gold
and silver, so that they may bring the right
gifts to the Lord.
4 Then the gifts of Judah and Jerusalem will
be pleasing to the Lord, as they were in the
past.
5 Then I will come to judge you. I will be
quick to speak against those who use

of All.
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Lesson
14
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Why Do We Need to Tithe?
The girls in the high school Bible class were excited. They

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

were starting a new Bible study. They were going to learn how
God wants them to use their money.
Their teacher was Mrs. Angelo.

Bible Text
Malachi 3:6-12
Memory Verse
“Bring the tenth-part
to the store-house, so
that there may be food
in My house. Trust me
in this,” says the Lord
of All. “See if I will
not then open the
windows of heaven
and pour out good
things for you until
there is no more
need.”
(Malachi 3:10)

Mrs. Angelo was the president of a bank. She knew about
money, and she knew the Bible. Mrs. Angelo would help the girls
understand that God cares what they do with their money.
Some of the girls in the class already had jobs. They were
already making money. Others were looking for jobs. Each girl
knew they would someday need to know how to manage their
money.
Mrs. Angelo showed the girls the facts:
You make

$8.00 an hour

You work

x 15 hours

You do not take home

$120.00

You must first pay taxes. This is not a choice. It is the law.
Usually your employer takes the taxes out of your paycheck.

Word List
repent: be sorry for
your sins; asking for
forgiveness
tithe: one-tenth;
returning to God that
which He has given to
you

The girls then talked about the need to save some of their
money. They needed to think about the things they would want.
Some wanted to buy a car. They would need to have insurance.
They would need to buy gas. Some wanted to have their own
apartment. They would need money for rent. Some wanted to go
to college. College costs a lot.
Where was God in their list of ways to use their money?
God wants His people to tithe. He tells us to return to Him
one-tenth of all that we have. Giving this tenth should be the first
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Things to
Think About
1. What are your
guidelines for giving
to God?
2. Do you ask God to
help you spend your
money wisely?
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thing we do when we get paid.
The girls talked about what to tithe.
Some said you should tithe everything you made. This
includes the amount taken to pay for taxes. Some thought you
should tithe from the amount of the check you received. Someone
suggested the rest of the tithe would come from the tax refund
check.

3. How often do you
talk with God about
the in sins in your
life?

Mary Lou had another idea. She said, “Tithe the amount of
the check. Then look at the difference between the amount earned
and the actual check. Give one-tenth of that amount to a special
offering. Give it to a mission project. Give it to the building fund.
There are many ways you can give back to God.”

What We Must Do (Malachi 3:6-9)
God wants people to come to Him. He wants to forgive us
of our sins. God wants to have a close relationship with those
who love Him.
There is one sure sign when sin is keeping us from God.
We reject God’s words. We rely on ourselves. We reject God’s
wisdom. We are saying with our actions, “I know as much as
God knows.”
We forget that God is the Lord of All. He knows what will
come tomorrow. We do not know the future.
There is one sure reason to hope. We can return to God
just as we are. Then He becomes our source of joy. He leads us
as we live. He promises to be near to us. We learn to rely to Him.
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God’s Promise to Us (Malachi 3:10-12)
God wants His people to give a tithe
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There is another sure sign of sin in
our lives. We steal God’s offerings. We

to Him. Giving Him the first tenth of our

fulfill our desires. We do not think that God

money honors God. It shows we love Him.

is good. In fact, we do not think about God

It shows our belief in His promises. It

at all. We see ourselves in the center of our

shows that He is greater than we are.

own world.
Everything in life is a test. Our

Giving to God is not something we
do because it is easy. It is something God

actions show our relationship with God.

tells us to do. So we do it.

What we do with our money shows our

We should not ask, “Is this
something I want to do?” We should not

relationship with God. The things we have
in life show how we are living for God.

ask, “Can I afford to do this?” We should
just do it.
When we do not give to God, we are
robbing Him. All that we have is His.

The things we have do not mean
anything if God is not the center of our
lives.
There is one sure sign when we

Tithing is giving back that which is His.

repent. We respond to God’s call. We get

When we fail to tithe, we are keeping for

honest with Him. We say that we will not

ourselves something that belongs to God.

steal from Him. We live by faith in His

God knows that it is not always easy.
Giving is a big part of worship. Malachi
mentions it because it is important. We tithe
when it is not easy. Those are the times we
show that we are relying on God. He will
provide us with the things we need.
God wants His people to repent. We
must turn away from our sins. We must ask
for forgiveness. We must stop doing the
wrong that we have done.

promises. Those around us will see God
working in our lives.
This should be our goal: That others
will see God through us.
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Malachi 3:6-12
6 "For I, the Lord, do not change. So you, O
children of Jacob, are not destroyed.
7 "From the days of your fathers you have
turned aside from My Laws and have not
obeyed them. Return to Me, and I will
return to you," says the Lord of All. "But
you say, 'How are we to return?'
8 Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing
Me! But you say, 'How have we robbed
You?' You have not given Me the tenth part
of what you receive and your gifts.
9 You are cursed, for you are robbing Me,
the whole nation of you!
10 Bring the tenth part into the store-house,
so that there may be food in My house. Test
Me in this," says the Lord of All. "See if I
will not then open the windows of heaven
and pour out good things for you until there
is no more need.
11 I will speak sharp words to the destroyer
for you, so that it may not destroy the fruits
of the ground. And your vine in the field
will be sure to give its grapes," says the
Lord of All.
12 "All the nations will say that much good
has come to you, for you will be a happy
land," says the Lord of All.
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Seeing Jesus
There are many traditions observed during Easter.

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

At Easter, children look for hidden Easter eggs. These
eggs might be hard-boiled eggs colored with dye. They might be
a piece of egg-shaped candy. Sometimes they are plastic eggs

Bible Text
John 20:1-18

with a small toy inside. Eggs are a symbol of spring in many
cultures. Each spring, new life arrives as eggs hatch. Easter also
brings us a new life. This is the life we find when we trust Jesus.

Memory Verse
Christ is our life.
When He shall come
again you will also be
with Him to share His
shining-greatness.
(Colossians 3:4)

Word List
resurrection: raised
from the dead
symbol: a sign; a
thing that represents
something else
tomb: grave
traditions: the way
things are always
done

Eggs might also be seen as a symbol of the rock that closed
Jesus’ tomb before His resurrection. It is His resurrection from
the dead that brings new life to Christians.
The flower that symbolizes Easter is the lily. Lilies are
white flowers that grow in the spring. White is a symbol of
purity. Jesus was without sin. The lily is a reminder of Jesus’
resurrection and the sinless life He gave for us. Many churches
decorate their worship area with lilies.
Some churches use candles in their special Easter Day
services. Candles remind us that Jesus is the light of the world.
The cross always reminds us of Easter. Jesus died on a
cross. But He did not stay dead! He was resurrected three days
later. The cross symbolizes Jesus’ victory over death.
The butterfly is another important symbol of spring and
Easter. The butterfly’s life cycle can represent the life of Jesus.
The first stage is the caterpillar stage. This reminds us of Jesus’
earthly life. The second stage is the cocoon stage. This reminds
us of Jesus’ death and burial. The third stage is when the butterfly
breaks out of its cocoon with a new body. This reminds us that
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Things to
Think About
1. What do you think
you would have said
had you heard the
words He is risen! on
that Sunday morning
nearly 2,000 years
ago?
2. What is your
response when you
hear He is risen!
now?
3.Which do you think
would be easier:
Believing in the
resurrection now or
then?
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Jesus rose from the dead. He broke out of the tomb with a
resurrected body.
These are symbols of Easter. These symbols can remind us
of the meaning of Easter.

The Resurrection (John 1:1-10)
Jesus died on the cross. When He was taken down from
the cross, His body was prepared for burial. He was placed in a
tomb. The tomb was a large rock with a hole in the side of it.
There was a shelf in the tomb where Jesus’ body was placed.
Burial was according to Jewish law and custom. His body
was covered with strips of cloth. Myrrh and other spices were
used in this burial tradition. His face was covered with a napkin.
On Sunday morning Peter and John went into the tomb.
They saw the burial clothes neatly placed where the body had
been. There had been no struggle to get out of the burial clothes.
Jesus’ body had changed. It was no longer in a human form.
Jesus had walked away from the burial clothes.
One Woman’s Story (John 1:11-16)
Mary Magdalene was not a woman others would follow.
She had lived a difficult life. When she came to Jesus she was a
broken a woman. Her life needed healing. She was sick. She had
problems. She had done bad things.
She came to Jesus. He loved her. He healed her. She
became one of His most faithful followers.
Mary Magdalene was not considered a good person. Yet
she did what she was supposed to do. She came to Jesus. Jesus
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did not tell her to go away. Jesus did not
tell her to improve her life before following
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had been.
Mary did not understand what she

Him. Jesus did what He does best. He took

was seeing. She thought Jesus was the

the broken pieces of her life. He made her

same. She thought their relationship was

whole.

the same. She did not realize her friend
Mary Magdalene had stayed with

Jesus during His time on the cross. Unlike

Jesus was now her resurrected Savior.
Later, Jesus went up into heaven. He

Peter and John, she watched as Jesus died

is now with His Father. He promises that

on the cross. She watched as the soldiers

He will return. When He returns, physical

took Him down from the cross. Mary

fellowship with Him can resume. This will

Magdalene knew that Jesus died.

be when He comes back to earth. He will

She was sad about Jesus’ death. She

return for those who believe in Him.

did not know what would come next. On
that Sunday morning, Mary and a group of

Jesus Visits the Disciples (John 20:17-20)

women went to Jesus’ tomb. They went to

The news spread quickly that Jesus

see Him. They thought they would see His

was alive. His followers hid behind locked

body and perform the burial traditions that

doors because they were afraid. They

were needed.

feared soldiers might come for them. Those

The women thought Jesus was inside

who believed in Jesus gathered together.

the grave. They discussed who would roll

They prayed. They talked about all that had

away the stone that closed the tomb. Mary

happened.

was very surprised. The grave’s entrance

Jesus came to the disciples. He knew

was open! Then she came face to face with

they needed to see Him. Peter, John, and

Jesus. Mary reached out to Jesus. Jesus

Mary had all seen Jesus with their own

said, “Do not hold on to Me.”

eyes. It is easier to believe things when we

Jesus was not telling Mary to leave

see them with our own eyes. Jesus wants

Him alone. Jesus would never turn anyone

each of us to believe in Him. If we seek

away from Him. Jesus’ body was not like it

Him, He will make Himself real to us, too.
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John 20:1-18
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she cried, she got down and looked inside

1 It was the first day of the week. Mary

the grave.

Magdalene came to the grave early in the

12 She saw two angels dressed in white

morning while it was still dark. She saw that clothes. They were sitting where the body of
the stone had been pushed away from the

Jesus had lain. One angel was where His

grave.

head had lain and one angel was where His

2 She ran to Simon Peter and the other fol-

feet had lain.

lower whom Jesus loved. She said to them,

13 They said to her, "Woman, why are you

"They have taken the Lord out of the grave.

crying?" She said to them, "Because they

We do not know where they have put Him."

have taken away my Lord. I do not know

3 Then Peter and the other follower went to

where they have put Him."

the grave.

14 After saying this, she turned around and

4 They ran but the other follower ran faster

saw Jesus standing there. But she did not

than Peter and came to the grave first.

know that it was Jesus.

5 He got down and looked in and saw the

15 He said to her, "Woman, why are you

linen cloths but did not go in.

crying? Who are you looking for?" She

6 Then Simon Peter came and went into the

thought He was the man who cared for the

grave. He saw the linen cloths lying there.

garden. She said to Him, "Sir, if you have

7 The white cloth that had been around the

taken Jesus from here, tell me where you

head of Jesus was not lying with the other

have put Him. I will take Him away."

linen cloths. It was rolled up and lying apart

16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned

by itself.

around and said to Him, "Teacher!"

8 Then the other follower, who had come

17 Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to Me.

first, went in also. He saw and believed.

I have not yet gone up to My Father. But go

9 They still did not understand what the

to My brothers. Tell them that I will go up

Holy Writings meant when they said that He to My Father and your Father, and to My
must rise again from the dead.

God and your God!"

10 Then the followers went back again to

18 Mary Magdalene went and told the fol-

their homes.

lowers that she had seen the Lord. She told

11 Mary stood outside the grave crying. As

them the things He had said to her.

