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Adult Bible Study in Simplified English—Study Guide

Introduction
Acts:
Being a Mission-Minded Church

L

uke, a medical doctor, wrote the Book of Acts. Before this, he had written the book of Luke.
The book of Luke tells about the life of Jesus. Acts tells about the life of the early church.
Unlike the other New Testament writers, Luke was not a Jew. He was not one of the first
twelve whom Jesus called. He was an apostle. He had spent time with Jesus. He became a
believer. It is said that he was baptized by John the Baptist. Luke went with Paul on his first
mission trip. He was with Paul on his trip to Rome. He stayed in Rome when Paul was put in jail.
Luke believed in a mission-mind church. His stories tell us what the early church did to
spread the Good News. His purpose was to show that without missions, the church would not live.
Acts, as the name of this book says, is about doing. It shows us how the church began and what the
church members did. It is about doing missions.
Luke wrote the Book of Acts to answer these questions: Who are we? Why are we here?
What are we to do now? Where do we go from here?
These are important questions. We must answer some questions, too. Ask yourself: How
mission-minded is my church? What are other ministries my church should consider? What can I
do?
Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God
Lesson 1
Lesson 2
Lesson 3
Lesson 4

Looking to Jesus
Giving Power to the Church
Understanding and Believing
Growing a Church

Acts 1:1-16
Acts 2:1-24
Acts 2:41-47
Acts 6:1-7

Unit 2: Passing It On
Lesson 5
Lesson 6
Lesson 7
Lesson 8

How to Tell the World About Jesus
How to Tell the Church About Paul
How to Tell the Church About The Unwanted
How to Tell the Church About the World

Acts 8:4-8, 14-17, 26-36
Acts 9:10-38
Acts 11:1-18
Acts 11:19-26

Unit 3: Doing Missions
Lesson 9
Lesson 10
Lesson 11
Lesson 12
Lesson 13

Taking Risks
Taking Care of Church Business
Taking the Message to Europe
Taking the Message to Athens
Taking a Look at the Future

Acts 13:1-6a, 13-16, 42-52; 14:19-22
Acts 15:1-22a
Acts 16:13-15, 25-34
Acts 17: 10-11; 16-34
Acts 19:8-10; 20:18-35

Bonus Easter Lesson
Lesson 14

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

Luke 24:13-35
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Word List
minister by laying on of hands
service: to be of use

Unit 1
Lesson 1
apostle: a person who follows the teachings
of Jesus
disciple: one of the original twelve
followers of Jesus; one sent with a message;
a missionary
Gospel: the truth about Jesus; title given to
the first four books of the New Testament
Holy Spirit: the third member of the Trinity,
along with the Father and the Son
witness: a person who tells what they have
seen

Unit 2
Lesson 5
mass evangelism: preaching the Gospel to a
large number of people
persecuted: being oppressed; being hurt
because of what you believe
personal evangelism: one person telling
another about Jesus; one-on-one
prophet: someone who preaches about the
future

Lesson 2
celebration: ceremony; ritual
church: body of baptized believers who
meet to worship God and pray
diversity: having a variety
message: spoken words or written notes
sermon: religious message

Lesson 6
honored: respected
Pharisee: proud religious law-keeper
paralyzed: could not move
Lesson 7
mission statement: the written purpose of
the church; stated goals
vision: a dream with a meaning

Lesson 3
baptize: to go into water as a sign you
believe Jesus is your Savior
community: people who live in the same
area
fellowship: friendliness; share together
salvation: deliverance from sin; to be saved
from the punishment of sin

Lesson 8
congregation: an assembly; a gathering of
people
commissioned: called for a special job;
ordained
encourage: inspire; help
mediate: help settle a conflict between two
or more people

Lesson 4
deacon: an ordained helper of the church
ordained: to be appointed; set apart to
3
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Word List
Bonus Easter Lesson

Unit 3

confusing: unclear or mixed-up
saints: godly persons
shining-greatness: glory; honor
grave: burial place

Lesson 9
jealousy: envy; resenting another’s success
risk: a step of faith; doing something which
is not guaranteed to be successful
rival: competitor; opponent
Lesson 10
crisis: emergency; turning-point
faith: relying on God; trust
loving-favor: grace; kindness
obstacle: hindrance; something to stop you
from meeting a goal
phenomenal: unique; extraordinary; unlike
any others
role model: someone to look up to;
someone to be copied
Lesson 11
punishment: result of doing something
wrong
saved: rescued
trust: faith; belief
Lesson 12
escape: flee; run away from
false: not true
market-place: town center; where people of
a town gathering
Lesson 13
population: number of people
theological seminary: school to train
pastors and other church workers
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BUILDING A NEW FAITH IN GOD
Luke’s story of the early church starts at the
Adult Bible Study
in SimplifiedEnglish

beginning. He tells how the apostles and disciples are told to
go to Jerusalem. They are to go and wait. Then the action

Acts:
Building a New Faith
in God

starts. A new faith begins. This faith changes the world and
continues today.
The new faith was based on four things. It was based
on common love, common mission, common joy, and

Lesson 1
Looking to Jesus
Acts 1:1-16

common hope. It was a faith for all people.
The new church was a happy place. That is how it
should be today. It should be a place of unity and teaching.

Lesson 2
Giving Power to the
Church
Acts 2:1-24
Lesson 3
Understanding and
Believing
Acts 2:41-47
Lesson 3
Growing a Church
Acts 6:1-7

It should be a place of fellowship and praise. It should be a
place of prayer and gladness. It should be the happiest place
on earth.

______________________________________
Marcia Miller wrote the 13 lessons in this quarter of study material,
plus the bonus Easter lesson. She is a graduate of the University of
Texas and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Missions has
been a big part of her life from the age of 9 when she started going to
Girls in Action (GAs) at her church, First Baptist Church of Dallas. She
has served as a volunteer missionary in Canada and the United States.
She has been a Service Corps Volunteer with the International Mission
Board in South East Asia (Malaysia and Singapore) and served in the
Caribbean Christian Publications office.
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Looking to Jesus

Lesson
1

Wayne has worked for the same company for over thirty
Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

years. New workers go to him for advice. His job is to help
them use what they know in their new jobs.
As they are sitting in front of their computers Wayne will

Bible Text
Acts 1:1-16

say: “Sit up straight. Put down your Dr. Pepper can. Put both
feet on the floor. Put your hands in your lap. Take a deep

Memory Verse
“You will tell about
Me in the city of
Jerusalem and over all
the countries of Judea
and Samaria and to
the ends of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8b)

breath.” He then will say: “Look at your computer. Read what

Word List
apostle: a person who
follows the teachings
of Jesus
disciple: one of the
original twelve
followers of Jesus;
one sent with a
message; a missionary
Gospel: the truth
about Jesus; title
given to the first four
books of the New
Testament
Holy Spirit: the third
member of the Trinity,
along with the Father
and the Son
witness: a person who
tells what they have
seen

Taking a deep breath can help us turn back to Jesus.

is on your computer screen.”
Inhale. Exhale. Inhale. It is only a few seconds. The new
worker usually forgets what he thinks he knows. He is given
time to look at the problem again. He can see the problem in a
new light. He usually can then answer his own question.

Introducing Theophilus to the Church (Acts 1:1-2)
Luke writes the Book of Acts for a man named
Theophilus. We do not know who this was. We know he was
important to Luke. Luke wanted Theophilus to know the story of
the early church. Luke also wanted this story to be told to all
people. He understood it was an important story.
Luke wrote the Book of Luke to tell the life of Jesus. He
wrote Acts to tell the life of the church. The two books were not
written at the same time. However, the two books tell a
continuous story. Acts is a history of the church. It is still being
written today.

ACTS • Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God • Lesson 1: Looking to Jesus

Things to
Think About
1. What are ways that
your church spreads
the Gospel of Jesus?
2. Which is more
important: a programcentered church or a
mission-minded
church?
3. Do you keep your
eyes on Jesus?
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Introducing the Church to Jerusalem (Acts 1:3-5)
After Jesus rose from the grave, He spent forty days on
earth. He met with His followers. He taught them to continue
His ministry. He said they should go to Jerusalem. They were
told to wait and to pray.
Gathered together were about 120 men. Luke does not tell
us how many women were there. Luke tells us that Mary, the
mother of Jesus, was there. They met in the upper room of a
house. This small group of people was about to change the world.
The disciples and apostles saw Jesus go to heaven from
the Mount of Olives. The Mount of Olives is a Sabbath’s Day
journey from Jerusalem. The Jewish Sabbath Day began after
sundown on Friday. Jewish law said they could only travel about
3/4 mile on the Sabbath.
Later, the followers of Jesus would go and tell others what
they had seen. They were to tell their neighbors in Jerusalem.
Jesus told them to tell the people who lived in Judea and Samaria.
They were to go all over the word. They were to share what they
had seen and heard. They were told to be witnesses.
The Gospel of Jesus is the Good News. Christians should
want to share this Good News. Christians in today’s world are
also commanded to go and tell others.
This group of believers in Jerusalem became the first
missionaries. They did not know they would be called
Christians. They did not know theirs was a new faith. They did
not know this religion would change the history of the world.
The early followers thought of themselves as Jews. Many
had been born into Jewish homes. Many others had not been

ACTS • Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God • Lesson 1: Looking to Jesus
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born into Jewish homes. Luke was not a

is going to happen next. The brain, the

Jew. He was a Gentile. This is what Jews

body, and the soul need rest.

called all non-Jews.

As we wait for Jesus to return, we

Even with different backgrounds, the

must work. Jesus tells us exactly what we

people had one thing in common. They all

should do. Jesus said to go and tell others.

believed the things that Jesus had taught

We are to spread the Good News to the

them. They met together to pray.

world.

Introducing Jerusalem to Jesus

Introducing the Holy Spirit

(Acts 1:6-8)

to the Church (Acts 1:9-14)

The early followers thought Jesus

The people met daily to pray

would start a new government. They

together. God sent the Holy Spirit to be

thought this would be an earthly kingdom.

with them. God gave the world a gift when

Instead they learned that He was speaking

Jesus was born. When Jesus went to

of a heavenly kingdom.

heaven, God gave another gift. This gift

Jesus promised that He would return.
The followers wanted to know when that

was the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit serves as a comfort

would happen. Jesus would not give them

to God’s people. His Spirit is a guide for

a time or a date. The time for His return is

Christians. The Holy Spirit is the same

still not known.

today as He was centuries ago.

Christians are still waiting for His

There is a familiar saying: The family

return. We should not focus on His return.

that prays together, stays together. It is

We must focus on Jesus—what He taught

true of the church family, too. The praying

and what He did.

church stays focused on Jesus. The

Waiting is not an easy thing to do.

members work together. They learn to

However, it is an important thing to do.

minister to each other. Together they

When we wait, we have time to be still. We

minister to their community. They minister

can listen to God. We can prepare for what

to the rest of the world.

ACTS • Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God • Lesson 1: Looking to Jesus

Acts 1:1-16
1 Dear Theophilus, in my first writings I
wrote about all the things Jesus did and
taught from the beginning
2 until the day He went to heaven. He spoke
to the missionaries through the Holy Spirit.
He told those whom He had chosen what
they should do.
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A cloud carried Him away so they could not
see Him.
10 They were still looking up to heaven,
watching Him go. All at once two men
dressed in white stood beside them.

11 They said, "You men of the country of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up into
heaven? This same Jesus Who was taken
3 After He had suffered much and then died, from you into heaven will return in the same
He showed Himself alive in many sure ways way you saw Him go up into heaven."
for forty days. He told them many things
12 The followers went back to Jerusalem
about the holy nation of God.
from the Mount of Olives, which is close to
4 As they were gathered together with Him, Jerusalem.
He told them, "Do not leave Jerusalem.
13 When they came into the city, they went
Wait for what the Father has promised. You up to a room on the second floor where they
heard Me speak of this.
stayed. The followers were Peter and John,
James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
5 For John the Baptist baptized with water
but in a few days you will be baptized with
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son
the Holy Spirit."
of Alphaeus, Simon the Canaanite, and Judas the brother of James.
6 Those who were with Him asked, "Lord,
is this the time for You to give the nation
14 These all agreed as they prayed together.
back to the Jews?"
The women and Mary the mother of Jesus
7 He said, "It is not for you to know the spe- and His brothers were there.
cial days or the special times which the Fa15 On one of those days Peter got up in
ther has put in His own power.
front of the followers. (There were about
120 people there.) He said,
8 "But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes into your life. You will
16 "Men and brothers, it happened as the
tell about Me in the city of Jerusalem and
Holy Writings said it would happen which
over all the countries of Judea and Samaria
the Holy Spirit spoke through David. They
and to the ends of the earth."
told about Judas who would hand Jesus over
to those who wanted to take Him.
9 When Jesus had said this and while they
were still looking at Him, He was taken up.

ACTS • Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God • Lesson 2: Giving Power to the Church

Lesson
2
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Giving Power to the Church
Maria was being interviewed by a television reporter.

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

Among her many gifts, Maria sang solos in her church choir.
The choir was singing Handel’s Messiah. Handel was a German
man. He wrote Messiah in English. It has been said that Handel
heard his words in German. The choir was singing the oratorio in
English. Spanish was Maria’s first language. Though singing in

Bible Text
Acts 2:1-24
Memory Verse
“And it will be that
whoever calls on the
name of the Lord shall
be saved from the
punishment of sin.”
(Acts 2:21)
Word List
celebration:
ceremony; ritual
church: body of
baptized believers
who meet to worship
God and pray
diversity: having a
variety
message: spoken
words or written notes
sermon: religious
message

English, Maria’s head and heart heard it in Spanish.

Celebrating Pentecost (Acts 2:1)
Pentecost is an important Jewish celebration. It marks
fifty days after Passover. Passover celebrates the Exodus of the
Hebrews from Egypt. This celebration is in March or April.
Pentecost is celebrated in May or June. It is a time to thank God
for the new wheat harvest.
During the Pentecost celebration, Jerusalem was a busy
town. The town was full of visitors. People from all over the
world came to go to the temple. Every nationality was
represented. There was a great diversity of people. Different
languages could be heard throughout Jerusalem. They could be
heard in the shops and on the streets. Different languages could
also be heard in the temple.

Coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:2-4)
During the celebration the followers of Jesus met to pray.
They had been meeting daily for about two weeks. As they
prayed, a great wind filled the room. It was the Holy Spirit. The

ACTS • Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God • Lesson 2: Giving Power to the Church

Things to
Think About
1. When you walk
into your church
building, can you feel
the presence of the
Holy Spirit?
2. Are you aware of
the Holy Spirit
working in your
church?
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wind could not be seen. It could be felt. The presence of the
Holy Spirit was known by all that were there. No one could say
this did not happen.
Suddenly people were speaking in all the different
languages. They were speaking in languages they did not know.
Imagine this. What if everyone in your Bible Study sang Jesus
Loves Me in English? Then everyone sang it in their first
language. How many different languages would be heard?
Could everyone be understood?

3. Is the Holy Spirit
at work in your life?

If your class is large, there might be many languages
spoken. The words might not be understood. Yet the message
would be the same: Jesus loves me. The meaning is the same,
but the words are different.

Listening but unable to understand (Acts 2:5-13)
Luke takes time to write about the many language groups
represented. He shows the diversity of the group. He shows that
the message of Jesus is for everyone.
The believers were familiar with the problem. They
experienced being among the people and not being understood.
That was a daily occurrence. But this was different. Such a
noise had never before been heard. There was great confusion.
Some people said, “ Tell us what we are hearing. We do not
understand their words.” They wanted an interpreter.
Others said, “These people are drunk. They do not make
sense.” They were unwilling to listen to such noise. Some of the
people were interested in what was happening. They wanted to
understand what they were seeing and hearing. Some people

ACTS • Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God • Lesson 2: Giving Power to the Church

were ready to judge the other people. They
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For Christians today the words are

thought this was not the right thing. They

the same. Everyone who calls on the name

immediately thought badly of the others.

of the Lord will be saved. There is no doubt

The Holy Spirit brought calm to the chaos.

about it. To Peter the Lord can mean only
Jesus. It is through this belief in Jesus that

Preaching the first sermon (Acts 2:14-24)

someone is saved.

Peter stood up to explain what was

Peter’s sermon was an important

happening. He preached what he knew to

message. It was so important that Luke

be true. He had been with Jesus for three

wrote about it. To Luke this was not just the

years. He knew what Jesus had said. He

first sermon ever preached. To him this

saw the miracles that Jesus had performed.

sermon was the beginning of the church.

He had seen Jesus die on the cross. He had
seen Jesus be buried. He talked to Jesus
after He rose from the grave.
Peter reminded the people of the
words of the prophet Joel. Hundreds of
years before, Joel had said that God would
send His Spirit (Joel 2:28-32). Through the
Spirit of God amazing things were
promised. The Spirit would help lead
people to believe in God. And those who
believe shall be saved. Just as Joel had
written years before, it was now happening.
Peter was telling the people that they
must be saved. This was the first sermon
ever preached. Many people heard the
words of Peter. Some of the people
believed on Jesus.

ACTS • Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God • Lesson 2: Giving Power to the Church

Acts 2:1-21
1 The followers of Jesus were all together in
one place fifty days after the special religious
gathering to remember how the Jews left
Egypt.
2 All at once there was a sound from heaven
like a powerful wind. It filled the house where
they were sitting.
3 Then they saw tongues which were divided
that looked like fire. These came down on each
one of them.
4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit.
Then they began to speak in other languages
which the Holy Spirit made them able to speak.
5 There were many religious Jews staying in
Jerusalem. They were from every country of
the world.
6 When they heard this strange sound, they
gathered together. They all listened! It was
hard for them to believe they were hearing
words in their own language.
7 They were surprised and wondered about it.
They said to each other, "Are not these Galileans who are speaking?
8 How is it that each one of us can hear his
own language?
9 We are Parthians and Medes, Elamites and
from the countries of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and in the countries of
Asia,
10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts
of Libya near Cyrene. Some have come from
the city of Rome. Some are Jews by birth and
others have become Jews.
11 Some are also men of the countries of Crete
and Arabia. They are speaking of the powerful
works of God to all of us in our own language!"
12 They were all surprised and wondered about
this. They said to each other, "What can this
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mean?"
13 But others laughed and made fun, saying,
"These men are full of new wine."
14 Then Peter stood up with the eleven missionaries and spoke with a loud voice, "Men of
the country of Judea and all of you who are living in Jerusalem, I want you to know what is
happening. So listen to what I am going to say.
15 These men are not drunk as you think. It is
only nine o'clock in the morning.
16 The early preacher Joel said this would happen.
17 God says, 'In the last days I will send My
Spirit on all men. Then your sons and daughters will speak God's Word. Your young men
will see what God has given them to see. Your
old men will dream dreams.
18 Yes, on those I own, both men and women,
I will send My Spirit in those days. They will
speak God's Word.
19 I will show powerful works in the sky
above. There will be things to see in the earth
below like blood and fire and clouds of smoke.
20 The sun will turn dark and the moon will
turn to blood before the day of the Lord. His
coming will be a great and special day.
21 It will be that whoever calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved from the punishment of
sin.' (Joel 2:28-32)
22 "Jewish men, listen to what I have to say!
You knew Jesus of the town of Nazareth by the
powerful works He did. God worked through
Jesus while He was with you. You all know
this.
23 Jesus was handed over to sinful men. God
knew this and planned for it to happen. You
had sinful men take Him and nail Him to a
cross.
24 But God raised Him up. He allowed Him to
be set free from the pain of death. Death could
Hold its power over Him.

ACTS • Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God • Lesson 3: Understanding and Believing

Lesson
3
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Understanding and Believing
Reach. Teach. Preach. Speech. These words show ways

Adult Bible Study in
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to communicate with others.
Ministry puts action to these words. To have a growing
ministry, you must actively do missions.

Understanding (Acts 2:41)
Bible Text
Acts 2:41-47
Memory Verse
“The Lord added to
the group each day
those who were being
saved from the
punishment of sin.”
(Acts 2:47b)
Word List
baptize: to go into
water as a sign you
believe Jesus is your
Savior
community: people
who live in the same
area
fellowship:
friendliness; share
together
salvation: deliverance
from sin; to be saved
from the punishment
of sin

Peter stood and preached the message of salvation for all.
When he finished, 3,000 people accepted Peter’s message. Each
said in their heart: “I believe.” They wanted to be baptized in
the name of Jesus. They became part of the community of
believers. We would say: “They joined the church.”
The followers were finding unity in one Christ, one faith,
one baptism. Baptism is not necessary for salvation. Salvation
comes through faith in Jesus Christ. Baptism is a public
expression of that faith in Jesus. Baptism is a picture of the
death, burial and raising again of Jesus.

Believing (Acts 2:42-47)
The community of believers was learning who they were.
They became a fellowship. They were excited to meet together
and talk about Jesus. They were learning from each other. They
ate together. They prayed together. They were full of joy in their
new faith.
This community did not stay within their safe meeting
place. The people of Jerusalem saw them. They saw how they
lived. They saw a loving, caring group of people. The disciples

ACTS • Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God • Lesson 3: Understanding and Believing

Things to
Think About
1. Does your church
reach out to your
community?
2. What are some of
the ministries of your
church?
3. What can you do to
minister to others?
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reached out to those in need. They told the stories of Jesus. They
preached to all that would hear.
Many people in Jerusalem came to the meeting place to
see. They wanted to have the joy that the believers had. Many
heard and believed. They joined the community of believers.
Christians today should learn from the early church. Jesus
commanded us to teach others about Him.
There are things Christians should do today. Christians
should learn about Jesus. Christians should study His life and
how He helped others. Christians should follow the lessons He
taught.
Worship God. Listen to what He is saying to you. Tell
Him the things in your heart. Rely on God.
Love one another. Reach out to others. Show each person
you meet that you believe everyone is special.
Include new believers. Make visitors to your church feel
welcome. Learn what makes them special. Get everyone
involved in the activities of the church.
One time Baptist churches had special meetings. The
meetings had a special message: Each one, tell one. These words
were used to show that Baptists should tell one other person
about Jesus. The idea was that every Baptist should tell one
person about Jesus. That person should tell one more person.
The next person should tell someone else. Soon everyone in the
world would hear the Gospel.
This is how the early church grew daily. People came and
heard the Gospel. They were baptized. They were excited about
the Good News of Jesus. They went into the community to tell

ACTS • Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God • Lesson 3: Understanding and Believing

their friends and neighbors. The excitement
spread. More people came. More people
were baptized, and the early church grew.
This is how churches grow today.
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Acts 2:41-47
41 Those who believed what he said were
baptized. There were about 3,000 more followers added that day.
42 They were faithful in listening to the
teaching of the missionaries. They worshiped and prayed and ate the Lord's supper
together.
43 Many powerful works were done by the
missionaries. Surprise and fear came on
them all.
44 All those who put their trust in Christ
were together and shared what they owned.
45 As anyone had need, they sold what they
owned and shared with everyone.
46 Day after day they went to the house of
God together. In their houses they ate their
food together. Their hearts were happy.
47 They gave thanks to God and all the people respected them. The Lord added to the
group each day those who were being saved
from the punishment of sin.
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Lesson
4
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Growing a Church
A gunman enters a Pennsylvania school and shoots eight

Adult Bible Study in
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children. Five young girls die that day. The world waited for the
children’s families to respond. They thought the families would
have angry words about the gunman. They were expected to be
unkind to gunman’s family. Instead, the victims’ families
ministered to the gunman’s family. The healing began.
The message of the victims’ families was clear: They will

Bible Text
Acts 6:1-7

know we are Christians by our love.
This should be a major goal of the church. It is important

Memory Verse
“Then we will use all
of our time to pray
and to teach the Word
of God.” (Acts 6:4)

to show that Christians are different. People must see why they
should follow Jesus.

Growing a ministry (Acts 6:1-2)
Word List
deacon: an ordained
helper of the church
ordained: to be
appointed; set apart to
minister by laying on
of hands
service: to be of use

The community of Christ grew quickly. With that growth
came many tasks to do. The missionaries tried to take care of the
needs of everyone. They were preaching, praying and giving food
to others. There was too much work for the twelve to do. They
were not able to get everything done. There were not enough
hours in the day. They needed help.

Planning for future growth (Acts 6:3-4)
The twelve missionaries met together. They decided on a
new plan. They went to the followers. They asked them to chose
seven men. These seven men were ordained. These seven would
help with the day-to-day needs of the people. Everyone thought
this was a great idea.
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Things to
Think About
1. How does your
church show love
towards your
community?
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Choosing more helpers (Acts 6:5-6)
The seven men who were chosen were special. They were
chosen because they were leaders among all the believers. They
had special talents. Luke writes that these seven were:
1. respected by all of the other believers.
2. full of the Holy Spirit.

2. How do you show
love for others?

3. wise.
These seven men had the same qualities as deacons. Paul talked

3. Do you feel close
to the other members
of your church?

deacons in his letter to Timothy (1 Timothy 3:8-13).
Luke tells us who these seven men were. The names Luke
gives are not Jewish names. Those selected were Greek-speakers
who had become Jews. Luke shows us how diverse the group
was.
The church should include everyone who believes in Jesus.
It doesn’t matter what a person has done in the past. It does not
matter where a person was born. Luke wants us to understand
that everyone has a place of service in the church.

Getting involved (Acts 6:7 )
The seven who were chosen had been given specific jobs
to do. They were to take care of the women whose husbands had
died. They were to see that everyone had food. These men were
willing to be servants. They worked behind the scenes. Getting
people involved in church activities is important.
The basic human needs are food, shelter and clothing. A
fourth human need is love. A mission-minded church will
provide these four basic needs to all. This is the beginning of a
church’s ministry. Other ministries follow as the needs are seen.

ACTS • Unit 1: Building a New Faith in God • Lesson 4: Growing a Church

Feeding the poor was following the
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Many people then begin visiting the

command of Jesus. Jesus taught that we are

senior housing communities. They go to

to feed the hungry. He said we are to give

the jails. They are doing missions. Once a

clothes to the naked. Jesus said we should

Christian sees how he can serve, he will

visit those in jail. The early followers of

want to do more.

Jesus knew to obey the command of Jesus.
Feeding the body as well as the soul
is the something the church can do. Many
times when we go to church we eat. Some
eat donuts and drink coffee during Bible
Study. Some eat supper before Wednesday
night Prayer Meeting. Food brings people
together.
As people share their food, they
share their lives. The people get to know
each other. They become a fellowship.
Friendships among church members help to
make the church strong. The more people
are involved, the faster the church will
grow.
The purpose of the church is to
worship, to witness and to work. Each
November many churches give
Thanksgiving baskets to the poor. For
many people this is their first mission
project. Often setting up a food pantry is
the second project. People need food not
just in November, but all year long.

The church is alive and well through
mission work.
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Acts 6:1-7
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group of followers became much larger in

1 In those days the group of followers was

Jerusalem. Many of the religious leaders

getting larger. Greek-speaking Jews in the

believed in the faith of the Christians.

group complained against the Jews living in
the country around Jerusalem. The Greekspeaking Jews said that their women whose
husbands had died were not taken care of
when the food was given out each day.
2 So the twelve missionaries called a
meeting of the many followers and said, "It
is not right that we should give up preaching
the Word of God to hand out food.
3 Brothers, choose from among you seven
men who are respected and who are full of
the Holy Spirit and wisdom. We will have
them take care of this work.
4 Then we will use all of our time to pray
and to teach the Word of God."
5 These words pleased all of them. They
chose Stephen who was a man full of faith
and full of the Holy Spirit. They also chose
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas and Nicholas of Antioch who had
become a Jew.
6 These men were taken to the missionaries.
After praying, the missionaries laid their
hands on them.
7 The Word of God spread further. The

PASSING IT ON
Adult Bible Study
in SimplifiedEnglish

Acts:
Passing It On
Lesson 5
How to Tell the World
About Jesus
Acts 8:4-8, 14-17, 26-36
Lesson 6
How to Tell the Church
About Paul
Acts 9:10-38
Lesson 7
How to Tell the Church
About the Unwanted
Acts 11:1-18

Do you use a computer? Do you send e-mails?
If so, you probably know about the phrase Pass-It-On.
Pass-It-Ons are messages that someone receives and then
sends to others.
Sometimes Pass-It-Ons are funny. Sometimes they
inspire us. Sometimes they are urgent requests for prayer.
Usually we read a Pass-It-On and do exactly as the name
says. We pass it on. We want to share it with someone else.
This is the way the early church grew. First the
missionaries preached to the people in Jerusalem. Why
Jerusalem? That is where Jesus’ followers were. Then they
went to Judea and Samaria. Then they traveled the world.
Everywhere the missionaries went, they told the
stories of Jesus. They told how He had been born, how He
lived, how He died. Then they told the best part of the story.
They told how He rose from the grave. Everywhere the
missionaries went, they preached. Everywhere they went,
people were saved. The missionaries passed on the joy of
being called Christian to others.

Lesson 8
How to Tell the Church
About the World
Acts 11:19-26
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How to Tell the World
About the Church
One Sunday morning Mrs. Gilbert was walking to church.
She noticed there were many children outdoors playing. These
children should be in Sunday School, she thought. The next day

Bible Text
Acts 8:4-8, 14-17,
26-36
Memory Verse
“As they went on their
way, they came to
some water. The
man from Ethiopia
said, „See! Here is
water. What is to
stop me from being
baptized?‟ ”
(Acts 8:36)
Word List
mass evangelism:
preaching the Gospel
to a large number of
people
persecuted: being
oppressed; being hurt
because of what you
believe
personal evangelism:
one person telling
another about Jesus;
one-on-one
prophet: someone
who preaches about
the future

she went down the street. She met the mothers of the children.
She said, “Next Sunday have your children ready. They can walk
to church with me. I will bring them home safely.”
The next Sunday she walked many children to church.
Some started going to church with her every Sunday. She invited
the children‟s parents to come, too. “We have Sunday School for
adults, too,” she said. In time, some of the parents were saved.
They were baptized. They took their children to church. As the
children grew older, they became Christians. They were
baptized. They grew up, got married and had children. They
took their children to Sunday School and church. Those children
grew up and got married. They took their children to church.
Mrs. Gilbert took some children to church. From this one
act, five generations have served in Baptist churches. Mrs.
Gilbert did not know what she was starting. She saw a need. She
invited children to church. It was a simple act. People are still
benefiting from what she did eighty years ago.

Mass evangelism (Acts 8:4-8)
Mass evangelism is preaching to a large group of people.
Billy Graham is known throughout the world. For over fifty
years, he has preached to thousands of people. He preaches in
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People to Know
Stephen: A Greekspeaking Jew. He
was one of the seven
ordained to be a
helper in the church.
He was a persuasive
speaker and the first
Christian to die for his
faith.
Phillip: One of the
seven. He preached to
the Greek-speaking
Jews who came to the
temple to pray. He
was one of the first
missionaries to go
outside of Jerusalem
to preach .
Man from Ethiopia:
An official of the
court of Candace,
Queen of Ethiopia. He
traveled to Jerusalem
to pray at the temple
and encountered
Phillip on his way
home.
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large arenas or stadiums. Each time Billy Graham preaches, he
invites people to come to Jesus. He preaches: You must be saved.
Early preachers went to parks, markets, and outside the
temple. They went where the people were. People heard about
Jesus and wanted to know more. Jewish leaders were not happy.
One group of men had bad thoughts about the apostles.
They wanted to stop the apostles from talking about Jesus. They
made life unhappy for those who preached the Gospel. As more
people listened, things got worse things. Stephen was killed.
The Christians were persecuted.
Greek-speaking Jews were frightened. They were afraid to
stay in Jerusalem. They moved away. Some went to other cities
near Jerusalem. Some moved to Samaria. Wherever they went
they told the stories of Jesus. More people learned about Jesus.
The new believers liked Jerusalem. They were
comfortable there. God had other plans. Christians are not called
to be comfortable. They are called to tell about Jesus. Stephen
died and the Gentiles moved. They took Gospel with them.
The missionaries went to new homes in new towns. They
told their new neighbors. New churches were started. Phillip, a

Things to
Think About
1. Do you know any
examples of people
who died for their
faith?
2. Are Christians
being persecuted
today?

Greek-speaking Jew, left Jerusalem. He moved to Samaria. The
Samaritans heard Phillip preach. They believed what he said.
They saw the miracles he performed. Many were baptized. They
started their own church. There was great joy among the people.

A new church in Samaria (Acts 8:14-17)
The new church in Samaria grew. The apostles in
Jerusalem heard about the new believers in Samaria. The
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Jerusalem church sent Peter and John to

that all who believed on Him would be

meet with them.

saved.

The Samaritans were baptized with

Phillip told the Ethiopian that Jesus

water. Peter and John prayed with them.

was that Son. Jesus had come. Jesus had

They were filled with the Holy Spirit. They

died and rose from the dead. All that Isaiah

were filled with His power. They knew

wrote had come true. Phillip told the

they should go and tell others about Jesus.

Ethiopian that Jesus had fulfilled the

The Gospel was preached throughout the

prophecy. Phillip invited the Ethiopian to

land.

believe in Jesus. Phillip wanted the
Ethiopian to be saved. The Ethiopian

Personal evangelism (Acts 8:26-36)
The Holy Spirit led Phillip to go to
Gaza. While traveling, he met a man from

believed. He was saved. He was full of joy.
The Ethiopian wanted to be baptized.
There is a song titled Andrew Told

Ethiopia. This is not the African country we His Brother, Have You Told Yours? The
call Ethiopia today. It was a region of the

words tell about how Jesus called Andrew to

Upper Nile River. The Ethiopian was a rich

follow Him. Andrew immediately ran and

man traveling in a chariot. He was reading

told his brother. At once, Andrew and his

a portion of the words of Isaiah. Phillip saw brother left their work to follow Jesus.
that he was reading about God. He thought

Andrew‟s brother was Peter. What if

the man would want to talk about God.

Andrew had not told Peter?

Phillip asked if he knew what the

We do not know what happened to the

prophet meant. The Ethiopian said, “How

Ethiopian. We know that Phillip followed

can I? I need a teacher.” Phillip talked

God‟s plan. He shared the Good News as he

about the message of the prophet Isaiah.

was told to do.

Years before this, Isaiah had written about
the future. He wrote that God would send
His Son to the world. The Son would live,
die and rise from the dead. Then Isaiah said
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Acts 8:4-8
4 Those who had been made to go to other
places preached the Word as they went.
5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and
preached about Christ.
6 The people all listened to what Philip said.
As they listened, they watched him do
powerful works.
7 There were many people who had demons
in their bodies. The demons cried with loud
voices when they went out of the people.
Many of the people could not move their
bodies or arms and legs. They were all
healed.
8 There was much joy in that city.
Acts 8:14-17
14 The missionaries in Jerusalem heard that
the people of Samaria had received the Word
of God. They sent Peter and John to them.
15 When Peter and John got there, they
prayed that the new followers might receive
the Holy Spirit.
16 He had not yet come on any of them. They
had only been baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus.
17 They laid their hands on them and the
followers received the Holy Spirit.
Acts 8:26-36
26 An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip
saying, "Get up and go south. Take the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to the country
of Gaza.”
27 A man from Ethiopia had come to
Jerusalem to worship. He had been made so
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he could not have children. He cared for all
the riches that belonged to Candace who was
Queen of Ethiopia.
28 As he was going back home, he was
sitting in his wagon reading about the early
preacher Isaiah.
29 The Holy Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to
that wagon and get on it."
30 Philip ran up to him. He saw that the man
from Ethiopia was reading from the writings
of the early preacher Isaiah and said, "Do you
understand what you are reading?"
31 The man from Ethiopia said, "How can I,
unless someone teaches me?" Then he asked
Philip to come up and sit beside him.
32 He was reading the part in the Holy
Writings which says He was taken like a
lamb to be put to death. A sheep does not
make a sound while its wool is cut. So He
made no sound.
33 No one listened to Him because of His
shame. Who will tell the story of His day?
For His life was taken away from the earth.
(Isaiah 53:7-8)
34 The man from Ethiopia said to Philip,
"Who is the early preacher talking about,
himself, or someone else?"
35 So Philip started with this part of the Holy
Writings and preached the Good News of
Jesus to him.
36 As they went on their way, they came to
some water. The man from Ethiopia said,
"See! Here is water. What is to stop me from
being baptized?"
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How to Tell the Church
About Paul
A man in your town is known for not liking Christians. He
protests everything the church does. He tries to keep people from
going to church.

Bible Text
Acts 9:10-38
Memory Verse
“The church was
made strong and it
was given comfort by
the Holy Spirit. It
honored the Lord.
More people were
added to the church.”
(Acts 9:31b)
Word List
honored: respected
Pharisee: proud
religious law-keeper
paralyzed: could not
move

One Sunday he comes to church. He stands before the
congregation. He says: “I have changed. I am saved. Please
forgive me.” What would your church do? Should this man be
baptized? Would you believe him?
Saul made a difference in his world. He changed the lives
of others. But first, he had to change his own life. He had to be
filled with the Holy Spirit. He had to be accepted by the church.

Ananias ministers to Saul (Acts 9:10-18)
God came to Ananias in a dream. Ananias quickly
answered. Ananias was willing to do whatever God wanted of
him. Ananias could not imagine God asking him to go to Saul.
Not Saul of Tarsus. He was known for persecuting Christians.
Ananias thought that God must be thinking of another Saul!

People to Know
Ananais: A Christian
who lived in
Damascus. He had the
gift of healing.
He sought out Saul of
Tarsus and baptized
him. He introduced
Saul to the church in
Jerusalem.
Saul/Paul: He was
born in Tarsus of

Ananias knew that God would be with him as he looked
for Saul. Ananias knew no harm could come to him. But how
could God use Saul? Saul was known to be evil.
Yes, God meant Saul of Tarsus. Ananias wanted to do
what God wanted him to do. So he went to find Saul.
Ananias met with Saul. Saul told Ananias he saw God as
he traveled to Damacus. Saul said he believed in Jesus. God
came to Saul as a bright light. The light was so bright that Saul
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Cilicia. His family
was from the Israeli
tribe of Benjamin. His
family was very
religious. They were
Pharisees. He viewed
Christians as a threat
to Jews. He was a
citizen of Rome and
highly educated. God
spoke directly to Saul
on the Damascus
Road. Saul believed
and was baptized. His
name was changed to
Paul. He helped
Barnabas minister in
the church at Antioch.
Dorcas: A rich
woman who lived in
Joppa. She gave
money and sewed
clothes for the poor.
Peter raised her from
the dead.
Things to
Think About
1. What if the church
had said: We do not
believe Saul. We think
this is a trick.
2. Think of ways that
you could make a
difference in the life
of another person?
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became blind. Ananias touched Saul’s eyes. Saul could see.
The two men went to a pool of water. Ananias baptized Saul.

Saul ministers to the people in Damascus (Acts 9:19-22)
Saul was a new man. After Saul was baptized, he began
telling others about Jesus. He preached to the people in
Damascus. They saw the change in his life. Jesus made a
difference in the way Saul lived. They wanted what Paul had.
They believed in Jesus and were baptized. Saul made a
difference in the city of Damascus.

Saul flees to Jerusalem (Acts 9:23-31)
Saul made too much of a difference. The Jews living in
Damascus were angry. Because Saul was a Pharisee, he was one
of them. They thought Saul understood the danger the Christians
were to the Jews. They saw Saul as a threat. They thought Saul
had betrayed them. They plotted to kill him.
The Christians heard that Saul’s life was in danger. They
helped him escape from Damascus. Saul went to Jerusalem. The
Christians in Jerusalem did not trust Saul. They remembered he
persecuted the believers. Could God change a man that much?
They were not going to accept Saul just because he said he had
changed.
Barnabas stood before the church. He said they should
trust God. He said they should honor God. He pled with them.
He spoke of how people change when they are saved. Barnabas
calmed the people. They agreed to allow Saul to preach.
It is all right to question a person’s motive. But if you see
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a life that has changed, you should pay
attention.
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There was great joy among the
people. They saw what God could do
through His followers.

Peter and Aeneas (Acts 9:32-35)
Peter was in Joppa. He went to the

Acts 9:10-38

Dorcas was dead. The women of the house

10 In Damascus there was a follower by the
name of Ananias. The Lord showed him in a
dream what He wanted him to see. He said,
"Ananias!" And Ananias answered, "Yes,
Lord, I am here."
11 The Lord said, "Get up! Go over to Straight
Street to Judas' house and ask for a man from
the city of Tarsus. His name is Saul. You will
find him praying there.
12 Saul has seen a man called Ananias in a
dream. He is to come and put his hands on
Saul so he might see again."
13 Ananias said, "But Lord, many people have
told me about this man. He is the reason many
of Your followers in Jerusalem have had to
suffer much.
14 He came here with the right and the power
from the head religious leaders to put
everyone in chains who call on Your name."
15 The Lord said to him, "Go! This man is the
one I have chosen to carry My name among
the people who are not Jews and to their kings
and to Jews.

were getting her body ready to bury. Peter

16 I will show him how much he will have

said, “Dorcas, arise.” Dorcas opened her

to suffer because of Me."
17 So Ananias went to that house. He put his
hands on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus has sent me to you. You saw the
Lord along the road as you came here. The

home of Aeneas. Peter saw that Aeneas
was paralyzed. He could not walk. He
had been in bed for eight years. Peter
prayed for Aeneas. He said, “Aeneas, Jesus
heals you. Get up.” Aeneas rose from his
bed. He was healed.
Many people saw this miracle. They
believed that Jesus could save them.

Peter and Dorcas (Acts 9:36-38)
The room was full of people. They
were very sad. Dorcas was sick. Dorcas
was a good woman. She helped those in
need. Many people depended on her
kindness. She would be missed.
The disciples asked Peter to go to the
house of Dorcas. When he got there,

eyes. She saw Peter. She sat up. Dorcas
was alive.
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Lord has sent me so you might be able to see
again and be filled with the Holy Spirit."
18 At once something like a covering fell from
the eyes of Saul and he could see. He got up
and was baptized.
19 After that he ate some food and received
strength. For some days he stayed with the
followers in Damascus.
20 At once Saul began to preach in the Jewish
places of worship that Jesus is the Son of God.
21 All who heard him were surprised and
wondered. They said, "This is the man who
beat and killed the followers in Jerusalem. He
came here to tie the followers in chains and
take them to the head religious leaders."
22 But Saul kept on growing in power. The
Jews living in Damascus wondered about
Saul's preaching. He was proving that Jesus
was the Christ.
23 After some days the Jews talked together
and made plans how they might kill Saul.
24 He heard of their plans. Day and night they
watched for him at the city gates to kill him.
25 So the followers helped him get away at
night. They let him down over the wall in a
basket.
26 When Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried
to join the followers. But they were afraid of
him. They did not believe he was a true
follower of Jesus.
27 Then Barnabas took him to the
missionaries. He told them that Saul had seen
the Lord on the road. He told them also how
the Lord had spoken to Saul and how he had
preached without fear in Damascus in the
name of Jesus.
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28 After that he was with them going in and
out of Jerusalem.
29 He preached without fear in the name of the
Lord. He talked and argued with the Jews who
spoke the Greek language. They kept trying to
kill him.
30 When the followers heard this, they took
him down to the city of Caesarea. From there
they sent him to the city of Tarsus.
31 Then the church through all the countries of
Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace for
awhile. The church was made strong and it was
given comfort by the Holy Spirit. It honored
the Lord. More people were added to the
church.
32 When Peter was visiting all parts of the
country, he came to the faithful followers who
were living in the city of Lydda.
33 A man there named Aeneas could not move
his body. He had been in bed eight years.
34 Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ
heals you. Get up and roll up your bed." He got
up at once.
35 All the people who lived in Lydda and in
the city of Sharon saw Aeneas and they turned
to the Lord.
36 A woman who was a follower lived in the
city of Joppa. Her name was Tabitha, or
Dorcas. She did many good things and many
acts of kindness.
37 One day she became sick and died. After
they had washed her body, they laid her in a
room on the second floor.
38 The city of Lydda was near Joppa. The
followers heard that Peter was at Lydda and
sent two men to ask him to come at once.
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How to Tell the Church
About the Unwanted

Lesson
7
Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

A view from Judea (Acts 11:1-3)
The missionaries in Judea thought that Gentiles had to
Bible Text
Acts 11:1-18
Memory Verse
“Then I remembered
the Lord had said,
„John baptized with
water but you will be
baptized by the Holy
Spirit.‟ ” (Acts 11:16)

become Jews. They could be saved and be baptized, but only
after becoming Jews. They heard that Peter was baptizing
Gentiles. They let it be known this was not acceptable.
This group was giving their opinion. The debate was over
something that was not important. They were talking about
baptizing Gentiles. They said nothing about God forgiving the
Gentiles of their sins. They said nothing about God loving the
Gentiles. They said nothing about Gentiles receiving the Holy

Word List
mission statement:
the written purpose of
the church; stated
goals
vision: a dream with a
meaning
People to Know
Peter: A fisherman
from Galilee. He was
also known as Simon.
Jesus said to him,
“Follow me.” He was
one of the original
twelve disciples. He
dreamed that Gentiles
were to become
Christians. He helped
Council of Jerusalem
to understand his

Spirit.
They decided how they wanted things to be. This is not
how God wanted things to be. Peter had an answer for them.

A vision from God (Acts 11:4-10)
Peter had a vision.
In this dream a large sheet came down from heaven. In the
sheet were four-footed animals, snakes and birds. The voice of
God said, “Kill something and eat it.”
Peter told God, “No, I cannot eat anything here. These
animals are unclean. I have never eaten anything unclean. Jewish
law says I am not to eat these animals.”
The voice said, “Kill something and eat it. What God says
is clean you must not say is unclean.”
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dream. He traveled
the world preaching
to all who would hear.
Things to
Think About
1. Does your church
have a vision for
reaching people?
2. Is there a written
mission statement
for your church?
3. What can you do to
help meet the goals of
your church?
4. Do you see that
God has a vision for
your life?
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A third time Peter was told to eat.
Then the sheet was taken back to heaven.
Peter woke up. He knew this had been a vision from God.
He understood that Gentiles did not have to become Jews. They
did not have to follow Jewish laws. Peter understood that
Christians were not Jews. Christianity was something new and
different.
Peter ate with the Christians in Joppa. Most of them were
not Jews. Jews could not eat such things as pigs, snakes, and
certain birds. Christians did not have to obey the Jewish laws.
Peter was adapting his ministry to the customs and rituals
of the people. He was not changing the message. He was
changing how he presented the message.
The missionaries in Jerusalem heard what Peter was doing.
They did not think this was right. Peter went to Jerusalem to
explain. He told them about his vision. He said he knew that
God had sent this dream.
Peter spoke with power. Everyone knew he was filled
with the Holy Spirit. They believed all that Peter said. The
missionaries accepted what Peter said.
Peter spoke in simple words. Peter‟s message was simple:
God had spoken.

A visit by an angel (Acts 11:11-18)
The Romans chose Caesarea as the capitol of Judea. It was
a city by the Mediterranean Sea. Judeans did not like living
under the Roman laws. They did not like any thing about
Caesarea. It reminded them of the hardships in their life.
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An angel came to a man in Caesarea.
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They taught about Jesus. They taught how

The angel told the man to go to Joppa.

Jesus had died on the cross. They taught

Joppa was about thirty miles away. The

how people could be saved from sin.

man was to go find Peter. Peter was to
return with them to Caesarea.
The man and some friends went to

The bad men saw the good this
family did. They began to hear the Gospel.
As they had heard the Good News, they

Joppa. They found Peter. They told Peter

believed. They asked Jesus to save them.

they wanted to hear about Jesus.

The Holy Spirit filled their lives.

Peter preached the Good News. He

One by one they went to the

told them God loved them. He told them

missionary. They brought back the things

that Jesus saves. The people believed what

they had taken from the missionary. They

Peter said.

asked for forgiveness. They showed that

Peter saw they were sorry for their
sins. He saw they were filled with the Holy
Spirit. He knew they had been saved.
Peter saw the joy they had in their

their lives had changed.
What if the missionaries left the
island? These men would may not have
believed in Jesus. But the missionaries

hearts. Peter knew the Gospel was for

stayed. The men, their families, and many

everyone.

others trusted Jesus.

A missionary family moved to a
South Pacific island. Some bad men broke
into their house. These men took
everything inside the house. The family
was left with nothing. They could have left
the island. They could have gone home.
No one told them they had to stay. They
wanted to stay. The things stolen were only
possessions.
The family continued their work.
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11 "Three men had already come to the

1 The missionaries and followers who were

house where I was staying. They had been

in the country of Judea heard that the people

sent to me from the city of Caesarea.

who were not Jews also had received the

12 The Holy Spirit told me to go with them

Word of God.

and not doubt about going. These six men

2 When Peter went up to Jerusalem, the

also went with me to this man's house.

Jewish followers argued with him.

13 He told us how he had seen an angel in

3 They said, "Why did you visit those people

his own home. The angel had stood in front

who are not Jews and eat with them?"

of him and said, 'Send men to Joppa to ask

4 Then Peter began to tell all that had

for Simon Peter.

happened from the beginning to the end. He

14 He will tell you and all your family how

said,

you can be saved from the punishment of

5 "While I was praying in the city of Joppa, I

sin.'

saw in a dream something coming down

15 "As I began to talk to them, the Holy

from heaven. It was like a large linen cloth

Spirit came down on them just as He did on

let down by the four corners until it came to

us at the beginning.

me.

16 Then I remembered the Lord had said,

6 As I looked at it, I saw four-footed animals

'John baptized with water but you will be

and snakes of the earth and birds of the sky.

baptized with the Holy Spirit.'

7 I heard a voice saying to me, 'Get up,

17 If God gave to them the same gift He

Peter, kill something and eat it.'

gave to us after we put our trust in the Lord

8 But I said, 'No, Lord! Nothing that is

Jesus Christ, how could I stand against

unclean has ever gone into my mouth.'

God?"

9 The voice from heaven said the second

18 When they heard these words, they said

time, 'What God has made clean you must

nothing more. They thanked God, saying,

not say is unclean.'

"Then God has given life also to the people

10 This happened three times and then it was

who are not Jews. They have this new life by

taken up again to heaven.

being sorry for their sins and turning from
them."
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How to Tell the Church
About the World
Barnabas travels to Antioch
(Acts 11:19-24)

Bible Text
Acts 11:19-26
Memory Verse
“The followers were
first called Christians
in Antioch.”
(Acts 11:26b)
Word List
congregation: an
assembly; a gathering
of people
commissioned: called
for a special job;
ordained
encourage: inspire;
help
mediate: help settle a
conflict between two
or more people
People to Know
Barnabas: His name
means Son of
Comfort. He was
named Joseph when
he was born. He was a
Levite from Cyprus.
He sold his land to
give money to the
missionaries. He was

The Greek-speaking Jews moved from Jerusalem many
months ago. They had gone to places such as Phoenicia, Cyprus
and Antioch. They preached wherever they went. At first they
were preaching only to Jews.
One group of men went to Antioch. Antioch was the
capital of Syria. It was the third largest city in the Roman
Empire. It had a very diverse population. Most of the people
living in Antioch were Gentiles. When they thought about God,
they thought about the Greek gods. They had not heard about the
true Living God. The men from Jerusalem preached to the
people in Antioch.
A large number of people heard the Word of God. They
believed. They wanted to be saved. They were filled with the
Holy Spirit. A new church began. This is the first church to
have little or no Jewish power.
The center of the church was in Jerusalem. The Jerusalem
apostles wanted to hear from their friends. They wanted know
how their friends were doing. They commissioned Barnabas to
go to Antioch. He was sent to encourage the missionaries in
Antioch. Barnabas told the missionaries that their friends
remembered them. He reminded the missionaries that their
friends were praying for them.
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a good man, full of
the Holy Spirit. He
helped mediate the
conflict between the
Jerusalem church and
Paul. He was
commissioned by the
Jerusalem church to
visit new churches.
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Barnabas encourages the Antioch Christians
(Acts 11:23-24)
Barnabas found the congregation was increasing in
number. He found they had a new name. He learned they were
being called Christians. This was the first time the word
Christian had been used. It was a new faith. It was a new
people. It needed a new name. The new name said it all. It told

Things to
Think About
1. Are there any
commissioned
missionaries from
your church, serving
in other places around
the world?

the world exactly who they were. It helped the world know who

2. What are they
doing to help change
the world?

mission-minded church enlists the help of all its members. All

3. What can you to do
encourage them in
their work?
4. Have you
considered going to
another place to show
others God’s love?

this group was. T he name told the world they believed in God.
Barnabas rejoiced with this congregation. He encouraged
them in all they were doing. Many were added to the church.
They were doing good things. Barnabas decided more help was
needed. As more workers were added, more things got done. A

members are important.

Barnabas enlists the help of Saul
(Acts 11:25-26)
Barnabas saw that the Antioch church was a missionminded church. They were doing things in a new way. He saw
that the Christians needed to be trained.
Barnabas went to Tarsus to see Saul. Together they
traveled back to Antioch. Barnabas and Saul stayed in Antioch
about a year. They preached. They prayed. They trained the
new Christians. They taught the new believers to pray. They
were helping the church to grow.
The power of God was great. Many lives were changed.
The Christians reached out to their neighbors. The church
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reached out to the area around Antioch.
The new Christians in Syria reached out to
all the Roman Empire.
The Christian church in Antioch was
a mission-minded church. They wanted to
tell the world that they were Christians.
God gave Christians a special
mission. Christians are called to tell the
world that Jesus saves. This message
should be told in every part of the world.
This is the purpose of the church. The
message is for everyone. Not everyone will
answer the call. Some may say, “Not
now.” Others may say, “Maybe later.” But
all must be given the choice. A missionminded church will help bring about that
call.
How do you know yours is a missionminded church? A mission-minded church
has a congregation that:
1. Is well trained.
2. Has spirit-filled leaders.
3. Works to build strong ties among
its members.
4. Teaches members to reach out to
others.
How can you help your church become
more aware of missions?

Page 37

ACTS • Unit 2: Passing It On • Lesson 8: How to Tell the Church About the World

Acts 11:19-26
19 Those who went different places because
of the trouble that started over Stephen had
gone as far as the cities of Phoenicia and
Cyprus and Antioch. They had preached the
Word, but only to the Jews.
20 Some of the men from Cyprus and
Cyrene returned to Antioch. They preached
the Good News of Jesus Christ to the Greek
people there.
21 The Lord gave them power. Many people
put their trust in the Lord and turned to Him.
22 The news of this came to the church in
Jerusalem. They sent Barnabas to Antioch.
23 When he got there and saw how good
God had been to them, he was full of joy.
He told them to be true and faithful to the
Lord.
24 Barnabas was a good man and full of the
Holy Spirit and faith. And many people
became followers of the Lord.
25 From there Barnabas went on to the city
of Tarsus to look for Saul.
26 When he found Saul, he brought him
back with him to Antioch. For a year they
taught many people in the church. The
followers were first called Christians in
Antioch.
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DOING MISSIONS
A mission-minded church offers many ways for
Adult Bible Study
in SimplifiedEnglish

service. Usually a church begins with a simple work. That
work grows. The church does missions close and far. The

Acts:
Doing Missions
Lesson 9
Taking Risks
Acts 13:1-6a, 13-16,
42-52; 14:19-22

church finds a way to do missions all the time.
Some churches plan mission trips. Texas Baptist
Churches have sent mission teams to work along the Rio
Grande River. Some have sent choirs on tour. Some have
started backyard Bible clubs in parks and apartment
buildings. Does your church have a mission work that sends

Lesson 10
Taking Care
of Church Business
Acts 15:1-22a

members out of your town? Have you been a part of this
work?
Paul traveled with a small group of men. They went
all over the known world. They preached first to Jews and

Lesson 11
Taking the Message
to Europe
Acts 16:13-15, 25-34
Lesson 12
Taking the Message
to Athens
Acts 17:10-11, 16-34
Lesson 13
Taking a Look
at the Future
Acts 19:8-10, 20:18-35

then to Gentiles. These were the first mission tours. Jesus
said: “Go and make followers of all the nations. Baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. Teach them to do all the things I have told you.
And I am with you always, even to the end of the world”
(Matthew 28:19-20).
Luke put it simply: “You are to tell what you have
seen” (Luke 24:48). This is our commission to be
missionaries.
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The pastor of a large, well-known church quits to start a
church in a town where there are no evangelical churches.
A professor leaves the seminary to work with national
pastors in an African country.
A businessman moves his family to a Middle Eastern

Bible Text
Acts 13:1-6a, 13-16,
42-52; 14:19-22
Memory Verse
“The word of God
was preached all over
that land.”
(Acts 13:49)
Word List
jealousy: envy;
resenting another’s
success
risk: a step of faith;
doing something
which is not
guaranteed to be
successful
rival: competitor;
opponent

country to become president of a hospital.
Why would people with stable jobs take such risks?

Leaving Antioch (Acts 13:1-6a)
It is in Antioch that Saul becomes known as Paul. It is
unclear as to why he changed his name. This is a common thing
to do. Many Jews took Roman or Greek names.
There were many preachers and teachers in Antioch. Paul
and Barnabas had trained them well.
Paul felt it was time to go to another place. Paul thought
that God wanted him to go to Cyprus. The entire church agreed
that Paul should go. Barnabas went, too. Barnabas was from
Cyprus. This was a homecoming for him.
John Mark, Barnabas’ nephew, went with them. John
Mark was a young man. He did not preach. He served as a
helper to Paul. John Mark took care of Paul. Paul took care of
everyone else.
The men arrived at Cyprus. They immediately went to the
Jews’ place of worship. They told about Jesus. They showed
how Jesus fulfilled the words of the prophets. The people
listened. Many of the people believed.
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Things to
Think About
1. You have found
the joy of knowing
Jesus. You want to
share that joy with
your friend. The
friend does not want
to hear. Should you
keep talking to them
about Jesus?
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Moving on (Acts 13:13-16)
Paul and Barnabas traveled to Antioch in Paphos. John
Mark went home.
Again they went to the Jewish place of worship. They
were invited to preach. The people believed what Paul said.
They wanted to hear more. Paul and Barnabas continued
preaching.
The Gentiles wanted to hear about Jesus, too. Paul and
Barnabas preached to everyone who would listen.

2. Are you willing to
take risks for Jesus?
Preaching to everyone (Acts 13:42-52)
3. Is there something
special Jesus wants
you to do?

The Jewish leaders did not like Paul. They were afraid of
what he was saying. They saw him as a threat. If people listened
to Paul, they would not come worship as Jews. To them, he was
a great rival. They did not agree with Paul and Barnabas. They
were jealous of them. The Jewish leaders made up stories about
the missionaries. This was to try to keep other Jews from
believing in Jesus.
Jealousy was a problem with many of the Jewish leaders.
They were afraid of losing their place of honor in the community.
Many thought that if people became Christians, they would not
be needed. These men cared deeply about their positions. They
did not care about the forgiveness which Jesus offers. Paul said
that these people are not worthy of hearing about Jesus.
Paul and Barnabas began preaching to non-Jews. These
Gentiles were happy to hear the Good News. They were glad
Paul and Barnabas were in their town.
Paul’s message was always the same: Jesus saves. Paul
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told how Jesus had died. He told how Jesus

Acts 13:1-6a

was buried. He told how Jesus was raised

1 In the church in the city of Antioch there
were preachers and teachers. They were
Barnabas, Simeon Niger, Lucius of the country
of Cyrene, Manaen of Herod's family, and

from the grave. He told how people had to
be forgiven of their sins.

Saul.

Being stoned (Acts 14:19-22)
The Jewish leaders saw that Paul was
not going to stop preaching. They decided
they had to get rid of Paul. They threw
stones at him. They thought they he was
dead. They pulled him out of town.
The Christians thought Paul was
dead. They were surprised. Paul was not
dead. The Jews did not kill him. God took
care of Paul. God had special work for
Paul. He made sure that Paul stayed alive.
Paul said these men were not worthy
of hearing about Jesus. Paul and Barnabas
shook the dust off their feet and returned to

2 While they were worshiping the Lord and
eating no food so they could pray better, the
Holy Spirit said, "Let Barnabas and Saul be
given to Me for the work I have called them
to."
3 These preachers and teachers went without
food during that time and prayed. Then they
laid their hands on Barnabas and Saul and sent
them away.
4 They were sent by the Holy Spirit to the city
of Seleucia. From there they went by ship to
the island of Cyprus.
5 When they went to shore at the city of
Salamis, they preached the Word of God in the
Jewish place of worship. John Mark was with
them as their helper.
6 They went over Cyprus as far as the city of
Paphos.

Antioch. They knew that leaving was the
best thing to do. As they traveled back to
Antioch, they stopped and preached.
Everywhere they preached people became
Christians because of Paul’s sermons.
There was a great joy in the hearts of Paul
and Barnabas.
This was the first missionary
journey.

Acts 13:13-16
13 Paul and those with him went by ship
from Paphos to the city of Perga in the country
of Pamphylia. John Mark did not go with them
but went back to Jerusalem.
14 From Perga they went on to the city of
Antioch in the country of Pisidia. On the Day
of Rest they went into the Jewish place of
worship and sat down.
15 After the leaders had read from the Jewish
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Law and the writings of the early preachers,

the Word of God. Those who were chosen for

they sent to them saying, "Brothers, if you have
any word of comfort and help for the people,

life that lasts forever believed.

say it now."
16 Paul got up. He raised his hand and said,
"Jewish men and you who honor God, listen!
Acts 13:42-52
42 As Paul and Barnabas went out of the
Jewish place of worship, the people asked them
to talk about these things on the next Day of
Rest.
43 The people went from the place of worship.
Many Jews and others who had become Jews
followed Paul and Barnabas as they talked to
the Jews. They told them to keep on trusting in
the loving-favor of God.
44 Almost all of the people of the town came to
hear the Word of God on the next Day of Rest.
45 The Jews were filled with jealousy when
they saw so many people. They spoke against
the things Paul said by saying he was wrong.
They also spoke against God.

49 The Word of God was preached over all that
land.
50 The Jews worked on the feelings of the
women who were religious and respected. They
worked on the leading men of the city also.
They worked against Paul and Barnabas and
made them leave their city.
51 But Paul and Barnabas shook the dust off
from their feet against them and went to the city
of Iconium.
52 The missionaries were filled with joy and
with the Holy Spirit.
Acts 14:19-22
19 By this time some Jews from the cities of
Antioch and Iconium came. They turned the
minds of the people against Paul and Barnabas
and told them to throw stones at Paul. After
they threw stones at him, they dragged him out
of the city thinking he was dead.

20 As the Christians gathered around Paul, he
46 Paul and Barnabas said to the people in plain got up and went back into the city. The next day
words, "We must preach the Word of God to
he went with Barnabas to Derbe.
you first. But because you put it aside, you are
21 In that city they preached the Good News
not good enough for life that lasts forever. So
we will go to the people who are not Jews.

and taught many people. Then they returned to
the cities of Lystra and Iconium and Antioch.

47 The Lord gave us a work to do. He said,
'You are to be a light to the people who are not
Jews. You are to preach so that men over all the
earth can be saved from the punishment of their
sins.' " (Isaiah 49:6)

22 In each city they helped the Christians to be
strong and true to the faith. They told them,
"We must suffer many hard things to get into
the holy nation of God."

48 The people who were not Jews were glad
when they heard this. They were thankful for
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Taking Care of Church
Business
Many times family members disagree with each other.
Does this mean the family is at war with one another? Does this
mean that love, respect and care are gone? Of course it does not.
The church is a family. There will be times when every
church members do not agree. This does not mean the church

Bible Text
Acts 15:1-22a

will split. It means the church members must come together.
They must talk about the problem. They must pray together.

Memory Verse
“We believe that it is
by the loving-favor of
Jesus that we are
saved.” (Acts 15:11a)

They must listen to each other. Every member must be heard.
Then the Holy Spirit will lead them to a solution.

A church in crisis (Acts 15:1-12)
Word List
crisis: emergency;
turning-point
faith: relying on God;
trust
loving-favor: grace;
kindness
obstacle: hindrance;
something to stop you
from meeting a goal
phenomenal: unique;
extraordinary; unlike
any others
role model: someone
to look up to;
someone to be copied

The growth of the Christian church had been phenomenal.
Now, seventeen years later, the church was facing a crisis.
Some church leaders said that faith was not enough for
salvation. They decided that Christians had to be Jews first. For
the Gentiles, this meant they needed to obey Jewish laws.
This shows that the Jews did not trust the Gentiles. How
can there be unity in the church without trust?
Gentiles did not want to become Jews. They wanted to
follow Jesus. They wanted to do what Jesus would have them do.
The Christians met in Jerusalem to discuss the matter.

To settle the question (Acts 15:13-18)
Paul and Barnabas traveled from Antioch to Jerusalem.
They wanted the Christians to hear what they had to say. They

ACTS • Unit 3: Doing Missions • Lesson 10: Taking Care of Church Business

Things to
Think About
1. If a crisis develops
in your church, how is
it handled?
2. Does every church
member have the
right to be heard?
3. Can you think of
ways you can do to
help a church in
crisis?
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had not been to Jerusalem since their mission trip. They told the
church about all the places they had been. They told about all the
things they had done.
During their mission trip, Paul and Barnabas had preached
to Gentiles. They reminded the people that these were Gentiles,
not Jews. They were followers of Jesus. Paul and Barnabas had
preached that Jesus came to save the world. Jesus did not come
just to save Jews.
They taught that people were saved by faith in Jesus. They
told the Jerusalem Christians that God saves Gentiles, too. That
was all it took. The church members in Jerusalem were glad to
hear Paul’s report. They wanted to hear about the work of other
churches.
Peter stood and reminded the church of the vision he had.
In this vision God spoke to him. God told Peter to preach to
Gentiles. God said that Gentiles were worthy of being saved.
James, the brother of Jesus, spoke. He was the pastor of
the church in Jerusalem. Of course he believed Jesus saves all
people.
James kept the Jewish Laws. He was doing what was right
for him. He respected those who were not Jews. He said
everyone did not have to do the same thing. James reminded the
church that God loves all people. People are saved through the
loving-favor of Jesus.

The people speak (Acts 15:19-22)
The church agreed that Gentiles did not have to become
Jews. They knew that all who trust Jesus will be saved.
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This is one of the most important
chapters in the Bible. It tells how
Christians should deal with conflict.
This is the first time the church faced
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early churches.
They had no church buildings. They
met in homes. They met in parks. They
met public places. The first church

a major conflict among the members. This

buildings were built in the second century.

meeting is called the Council at Jerusalem.

Sunday was a workday. Sunday worship

It shows that Christians should gather

was before or after work. They had no

together. They should discuss the conflict.

Bibles, song sheets, hymnals, or musical

They should allow all sides to speak.

instruments. They were influenced by local

The church then voted to send more
workers. These men would go with Paul

customs and rituals.
These are the obstacles many

and Barnabas. This shows that the church

churches face today. A mission-minded

was not in crisis. This shows their main

church will help smaller churches

focus was on missions.

overcome their obstacles.

We look at the Jerusalem church as a
role model. We read how they handled
crisis. We try to follow their example when
our churches have a crisis. We pray that
after the crisis there will be unity.
The early churches had no role
models. They were the first. There were
none before them. The early churches met
many obstacles.
A new church in today’s world might
become discouraged. A new church can
not always compete with existing churches.
The people in a new church might become
discouraged. They should think about the
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Acts 15:1-22
1 Some men came down from the country of
Judea and started to teach the Christians. They
said, "Unless you go through the religious act
of becoming a Jew as Moses taught, you cannot
be saved from the punishment of sin."
2 Paul and Barnabas argued with them. Then
Paul and Barnabas and some other men were
chosen to go up to Jerusalem. They were to talk
to the missionaries and church leaders about
this teaching.
3 The church sent them on their way. They
went through the countries of Phoenicia and
Samaria and told how those who were not Jews
were turning to God. This made the Christians
very happy.
4 When they got to Jerusalem, the church and
the missionaries and the church leaders were
glad to see them. Paul and Barnabas told them
what God had done through them.
5 Some of the Christians there had been proud
religious law-keepers. They got up and said,
"Doing the religious act of becoming a Jew and
keeping the Law of Moses are two things that
must be done."
6 The missionaries and church leaders got
together to talk about this.
7 After a long time of much talking, Peter got
up and said to them, "Brothers, you know in the
early days God was pleased to use me to preach
the Good News to the people who are not Jews
so they might put their trust in Christ.
8 God knows the hearts of all men. He showed
them they were to have His loving-favor by
giving them the Holy Spirit the same as He
gave to us.
9 He has made no difference between them and
us. They had their hearts made clean when they
put their trust in Him also.
10 Why do you test God by putting too heavy a
load on the back of the followers? It was too
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heavy for our fathers or for us to carry.
11 We believe it is by the loving-favor of the
Lord Jesus that we are saved. They are saved
from the punishment of sin the same way."
12 All those who were gathered together said
nothing. They listened to Paul and Barnabas who
told of the powerful works God had done
through them among the people who are not
Jews.
13 When they finished speaking, James said,
"Brothers, listen to me.
14 Simon Peter has told how God first visited the
people who are not Jews. He was getting a
people for Himself.
15 This agrees with what the early preacher said,
16 'After this I will come back and build again
the building of David that fell down. Yes, I will
build it again from the stones that fell down. I
will set it up again.
17 Then all the nations may look for the Lord,
even all the people who are not Jews who are
called by My name. The Lord said this. He does
all these things.
18 God has made all His works known from the
beginning of time.' (Amos 9:11-12)
19 "So we should not trouble these people who
are not Jews who are turning to God.
20 We should write to them that they should
keep away from everything that is given to gods.
They should keep away from sex sins and not eat
blood or meat from animals that have been killed
in ways against the Law.
21 For the Law of Moses has been read in every
city from the early days. It has been read in the
Jewish places of worship on every Day of Rest."
22 Then the missionaries and the church leaders
and the whole church chose some men from
among them. They were to be sent to the city of
Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose
Judas Barsabbas and Silas. These men were
leaders among the Christians.
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Taking the Message to Europe
An Afghani man is put to death because he became a
Christian.
Two Americans are jailed because they shared their faith
with some friends in Southeast Asia.
Many cultures do not like Christians telling others about
Jesus. They think it is wrong. They are angered by it. They do

Bible Text
Acts 16:13-15, 25-34
Memory Verse
“They said, „Put your
trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ and you and
your family will be
saved from the
punishment of sin.‟ ”
(Acts 16:31)
Word List
punishment: result of
doing something
wrong
saved: rescued
trust: faith; belief

what they can to keep people from preaching. They do what they
can to keep people from hearing.
Jesus said told his followers to go and share the Gospel.
However, some governments say that Christian missionaries are
not welcome. If a Christian feels led to an unfriendly area,
should that person go?

Lydia of Philippi ( Acts 16:13-15)
Paul and Silas were traveling together. The Holy Spirit led
them to go to go to Macedonia. They went to the town of
Philippi. Philippi was a large town. It was an old town. It was
on an important trade route. Many people visited Philippi.
There were not many Jews in Philippi. They did not have
a place of worship. The Jews went outside the city to worship.
They met by the Gangitis River.
On a Day of Rest, Paul and Silas went to the river. They
found a group of women. The women were praying. Lydia was
the leader of the group. Lydia was a merchant. She sold purple
cloth. She was successful. People all over the world wanted this
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Things to
Think About
1. Should
missionaries be sent
to areas of the world
that does not welcome
Christians?
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cloth. She was rich. People respected her.
Paul and Silas told the women about Jesus. Lydia and
some of the others trusted God. Lydia is known as the first
Christian in Europe. A new church was started.
Lydia asked Paul and Silas to stay at her house. She
wanted to learn more about Jesus. While Paul and Silas stayed in

2. Would you be
willing to tell others
about Jesus if it meant
going to jail?

Lydia‟s house, they went to the marketplace. They preached
about being saved from the punishment of sin. The message of
Paul was a message of hope.
Many people heard the Word of God because of these
men. This did not please some of the people. The city leaders
did not want to hear Paul. A mob formed. They beat the two
men. Paul and Silas were arrested. They were put in jail.
Telling the Good News – even while in jail (Acts 16:25-29)
Being in jail did not stop them from worshipping God.
They preached. They prayed. They sang hymns. The other
prisoners heard the Word of God. The jailers heard the Word of
God. Paul and Silas continued doing what God had told them to
do. They continued telling others about Jesus.
There was a great earthquake. The doors of the jail
opened. Paul and Silas could have walked out of jail. But they
did not. They knew if they escaped, the jailer would be punished.
If a prisoner escaped, the jailer took the prisoner‟s place.
This was the law. This was not right. Paul and Silas stayed
where they were. They did not leave.
When the jailer saw that everyone stayed, he was glad. He
wanted to hear Paul‟s words. The jailer saw that these were
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special men. He wanted what they had.
The Greatest Question Ever Asked
(Acts 16:30-31)
The jailer asked Paul, “What must I
do to be saved?”
This is a special question. It is only
asked one time in the Bible. Paul‟s answer
is simple: Trust in God and you will be
saved.
What does it mean to be saved? It is
a commitment. It is a trust. It is a gift from
God.
A gift must be accepted. A gift is
must the acknowledged. A gift is free. The
jailer wanted this gift. His family wanted
the gift. They were baptized.
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Acts 16:13-15
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At once he pulled out his sword to kill

13 On the Day of Rest we went outside the

himself.

city to a place down by the river. We

28 But Paul called to him, "Do not hurt

thought people would be gathering there for

yourself. We are all here!"

prayer. Some women came and we sat down 29 The man who watched the prison called
and talked to them.

for a light. Then he ran in and got down in

14 One of the women who listened sold

front of Paul and Silas. He was shaking with

purple cloth. She was from the city of

fear.

Thyatira. Her name was Lydia and she was

30 As he took them outside, he said, "Sirs,

a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her

what must I do to be saved?"

heart to hear what Paul said.

31 They said, "Put your trust in the Lord

15 When she and her family had been

Jesus Christ and you and your family will be

baptized, she said to us, "If you think I am

saved from the punishment of sin."

faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my

32 Then Paul spoke the Word of God to him

house." She kept on asking. Then we went

and his family.

with her.

33 It was late at night, but the man who
watched the prison took Paul and Silas in
Acts 16:25-34

and washed the places on their bodies where

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were

they were hurt. Right then he and his family

praying and singing songs of thanks to God.

were baptized.

The other men in prison were listening to

34 He took Paul and Silas to his house and

them.

gave them food. He and all his family were

26 All at once the earth started to shake. The full of joy for having put their trust in God.
stones under the prison shook and the doors
opened. The chains fell off from everyone.
27 The man who watched the prison woke
up. He saw the prison doors wide open and
thought the men in prison had gotten away.
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Taking the Message to Athens
The hockey player makes a last second goal to win the

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

Stanley Cup. He is honored as a hero.
The rock star sings the latest hit song. The fans wildly
scream.
A celebrity appears. Photographs are sent around the

Bible Text
Acts 17:10-11, 16-34

world.
These are important people. They are treated like gods.

They are important for a short time. Soon someone takes their
Memory Verse
place.
“The God who made
the world and
Today’s hero-god is tomorrow’s old news.
everything in it is the
Paul preached about the God who lives forever. We need
Lord of heaven and
earth. He does not live to carefully choose who we worship.
in buildings made by
hands.” (Acts 17:24)
Word List
escape: flee; run away
from
false: not true
marketplace: town
center; where people
of a town gathering

Berea ( Acts 17:10-11)
Paul was in the town of Thessalonica. Thessalonica was
located on a major road that led to Rome. It was also on the
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Things to
Think About
1. Do people today
worship false gods?
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Danube River. Many people came to Thessalonica to buy and
sell their products. It was the capital of Macedonia. It was a
very busy town.
Many people listened when Paul preached in the

2. Who do you
worship?

marketplace. Many people did not like what they heard. They
did not like Paul’s message. They wanted Paul to stop preaching.
Paul’s life was in danger. Other Christians’ lives were in danger.
They were in danger because they had been seen with Paul.
Paul decided to escape to Thessalonica. He knew the
church was strong. He knew the church would continue to grow.
He escaped to Berea. Paul went to the Jewish house of worship.
He preached. The people there were glad to hear about God.
The Jews in Thessalonica heard that Paul was in Berea.
They went to Berea. They wanted to make trouble for Paul.
Once again, Paul escaped.

Athens (Acts 17: 16-34)
Paul traveled to Athens. He did not go to Athens to preach.
He went to plan his next trip. He was going to Macedonia. He
was waiting for Silas and Timothy.
Paul saw many people worshipping false gods. These
false gods were made of silver, gold or stone. Paul told them
about the Living God.
Athens had many temples. The temples were dedicated to
the false gods. They dedicated one temple to the unknown gods.
This temple was for the gods which the people did not know
about. They wanted to worship every god. They did not want to
leave out any god.
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Paul saw the temple to the unknown
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Paul stopped preaching. Most of the

gods. It made him sad. People wanted to

people stopped listening. They did not

believe in God. It seemed as if any god

believe the dead could live. They laughed

would do. Paul had to share the Good

at Paul. Paul was not run out of Athens. He

News. Paul preached the truth.

was laughed out of town.

Paul’s message told people about the

The Greeks loved knowledge. They

One True God. Paul preached to the people

looked for truth. Paul was an educated

of Athens. Paul told them about the Living

man. He had studied hard. He showed the

God. He showed them that God was

people he knew about the world. He did not

different. He told them about Jesus.

make fun of people who worshipped false

Paul was educated. He showed the
people that he knew about the world. The
people worshipped false gods. He did not

gods. They had not heard of Jesus. They
could not believe what they had not heard.
Paul talked to people where they

make fun of them. They had not heard of

were. He went looking for them. Not

Jesus. If they had not heard, how could

everyone who heard the Word believed.

they believe? Paul knew he had to preach

Every time the Word is preached, someone

in Athens. This is why God sent him to

believes.

Athens.
Paul began preaching. The people

In Athens, gods were made of gold or
silver or clay. A god is something or

listened. They wanted to hear what he was

someone to worship. A god is honored

saying. They were willing to think about

above all people. In some places the leader

his words. He told them they had to ask for

of the country is considered a god. Some

forgiveness . They wanted to hear more.

people will worship a sports hero. Some

Paul told them that Jesus had died.

will worship a rock star or a celebrity.

He said Jesus was buried. He told how

Christians show the world that the Living

Jesus was raised from the dead. The people

God is the God we worship.

stopped listening. They did not understand
how the dead could live again.
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Acts 17:10-11
10 At once the Christians sent Paul and Silas
away at night to the city of Berea. When they
got there, they went to the Jewish place of
worship.
11 These Jews were more willing to understand
than those in the city of Thessalonica. They
were very glad to hear the Word of God, and
they looked into the Holy Writings to see if
those things were true.
Acts 17:16-34
16 While Paul was waiting for Silas and
Timothy in Athens, his spirit was troubled as he
saw the whole city worshiping false gods.
17 He talked to the Jews and other people who
were worshiping in the Jewish place of
worship. Every day he talked with people who
gathered in the center of town.
18 Some men from two different groups were
arguing with Paul. The one group thought that
men might as well get all the fun out of life that
they can. The other group thought that wisdom
alone makes men happy. Some of them said,
"This man has lots of little things to talk about.
They are not important. What is he trying to
say?" Others said, "He preaches about strange
gods." It was because he preached of Jesus and
of His being raised from the dead.
19 Then they took him to Mars' Hill and said,
"We want to hear of this new teaching of yours.
20 Some of the things you are telling us are
strange to our ears. We want to know what
these things mean."
21 The people of Athens and those visiting
from far countries used all their time in talking
or hearing some new thing.
22 Then Paul stood up on Mars' Hill and said,
"Men of Athens, I see how very religious you
are in every way.
23 As I was walking around and looking at the
things you worship, I found an altar where you
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worship with the words written on it, TO THE
GOD WHO IS NOT KNOWN. You are
worshiping Him without knowing Him. He is
the One I will tell you about.
24 "The God Who made the world and
everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth.
He does not live in buildings made by hands.
25 No one needs to care for Him as if He
needed anything. He is the One who gives life
and breath and everything to everyone.
26 He made from one blood all nations who
live on the earth. He set the times and places
where they should live.
27 "They were to look for God. Then they
might feel after Him and find Him because He
is not far from each one of us.
28 It is in Him that we live and move and keep
on living. Some of your own men have written,
'We are God's children.'
29 If we are God's children, we should not think
of Him as being like gold or silver or stone.
Such gods made of gold or silver or stone are
planned by men and are made by them.
30 "God did not remember these times when
people did not know better. But now He tells all
men everywhere to be sorry for their sins and to
turn from them.
31 He has set a day when He will say in the
right way if the people of the world are guilty.
This will be done by Jesus Christ, the One He
has chosen. God has proven this to all men by
raising Jesus Christ from the dead."
32 Some people laughed and made fun when
they heard Paul speak of Christ being raised
from the dead. Others said, "We want to listen
to you again about this."
33 So Paul went away from the people.
34 Some people followed him and became
Christians. One was Dionysius, a leader in the
city. A woman named Damaris believed. And
there were others also.
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Taking a Look at the Future
How do pastors know what to do? Where do they learn to

Adult Bible Study in
Simplified English

preach? Where do they learn how to baptize people? Where do
they learn how to conduct business meetings?
Paul knew that training church leaders was important.

The first seminary (Acts 19:8-10)
When Paul spoke people listened. Paul knew that he was a
Bible Text
Acts 19:8-10;
20:18-35

powerful preacher. He had a powerful message. He spoke in a
powerful manner. He knew that people listened because of the
power of the Word.

Memory Verse
“Feed and care for the
church. He bought it
with His own blood.”
(Acts 20:28b)

Paul depended on the Holy Spirit to lead him in each
town. The Holy Spirit helped him say the right words. The Holy
Spirit gave him power. Many people believed in God because of
words spoken by God.

Word List
population: number
of people
theological
seminary: school to
train pastors and other
church workers

There were men who wanted to be like Paul. These men
were not filled with the Holy Spirit. They were not true
believers. They wanted to preach. They had nothing to say.
They tried to copy Paul. They did not understand where Paul got
his power.
Paul saw that the true believers were not strong. He
thought they might be led in the wrong direction. Paul took the
true believers away from the crowd. He sat down with them. He
taught them the things he knew. Paul was with them for two
years.
The students learned many things from Paul. He taught
them what to do. Paul prepared his students to lead the next
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Things to
Think About
1. Has your pastor
gone to school to
learn to a pastor?
2. Is it important for a
pastor to have
attended school?
3. Are people born to
be leaders or are they
trained to be leaders?
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generation of Christians. He guided them to become strong
leaders. This was the first theological seminary. They studied
about God.

The leaders of the church in Ephesus (Acts 20:18-35)
Paul knew his ministry was coming to an end. He wanted
to use his time well. He did not want to waste a second.
Paul sent for the leaders of the church in Ephesus.
Ephesus was the main city in Asia. It had a population of
250,000 people. Paul spent many years in Ephesus. He wanted
to tell these leaders good-bye before returning to Jerusalem.

These church leaders were well chosen. These men were
like the elders described in 1 Peter 5:1-3. They were:
1. respected men.
2. prayed for the church members.
3. protected the members.
4. cared for the members.

ACTS • Unit 3: Doing Missions • Lesson 13: Taking a Look at the Future

5. watched over the work of the
church.
Paul told this group of men to keep
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Jerusalem began.
Paul’s third mission trip was ending.
Other people would share the Good News

working. He told them not to become

with the world. The message of Jesus

discouraged. He told them to take care of

would continue to be preached.

each other.
Paul told again about the time he
spent in Ephesus. He reminded them of
the good times. He reminded them of the
bad times. He told them he was going to
Jerusalem. He told them that he would not
return to Asia. They probably would never
see Paul again.
The Holy Spirit prepared Paul for
the future. He knew bad things were going
to happen to him. Paul told the church
leaders this. He was prepared to face the
future. He knew the Holy Spirit would be
with him. He knew he could go through
anything with the Holy Spirit’s help.
When Paul stopped speaking he got
on his knees. He prayed.
The people were sad. They did not
want to say good-bye. There were hugs
and tears. They knew it was time for Paul
to go.
The entire group went to the port.
Paul got on the ship. His trip back to
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Acts 19:8-10
8 For three months Paul went into the Jewish
place of worship and spoke without fear. He
taught them things about the holy nation of
God.
9 Some let their hearts grow hard. They
would not put their trust in Christ. These
spoke against the Christian religion in front of
other people. Then Paul took the followers
away from the others. He taught them each
day in the school of Tyrannus.
10 He did this for two years. All the Jews and
the Greeks in the countries of Asia heard the
Word of the Lord.
Acts 20:18-35
18 When they got there, he said to them,
"From the first day that I came to Asia you
have seen what my life has been like.
19 I worked for the Lord without pride.
Because of the trouble the Jews gave me, I
have had many tears.
20 I always told you everything that would be
a help to you. I taught you in open meetings
and from house to house.
21 I preached to the Jews and to the Greeks. I
told them to turn from their sin to God and to
put their trust in our Lord Jesus Christ.
22 "As you see, I am on my way to
Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit makes me go. I do
not know what will happen to me there.
23 But in every city I have been, the Holy
Spirit tells me that trouble and chains will be
waiting for me there.
24 But I am not worried about this. I do not
think of my life as worth much, but I do want
to finish the work the Lord Jesus gave me to

do. My work is to preach the Good News of
God's loving-favor.
25 "All of you have heard me preach the
Good News. I am sure that none of you will
ever see my face again.
26 I tell you this day that I am clean and free
from the blood of all men.
27 I told you all the truth about God.
28 Keep a careful watch over yourselves and
over the church. The Holy Spirit has made
you its leaders. Feed and care for the church
of God. He bought it with His own blood.
29 "Yes, I know that when I am gone, hungry
wolves will come in among you. They will try
to destroy the church.
30 Also men from your own group will begin
to teach things that are not true. They will get
men to follow them.
31 I say again, keep watching! Remember
that for three years I taught everyone of you
night and day, even with tears.
32 "And now, my brothers, I give you over to
God and to the word of His love. It is able to
make you strong and to give you what you are
to have, along with all those who are set apart
for God.
33 I have not tried to get anyone's money or
clothes.
34 You all know that these hands worked for
what I needed and for what those with me
needed.
35 In every way I showed you that by
working hard like this we can help those who
are weak. We must remember what the Lord
Jesus said, 'We are more happy when we give
than when we receive.' "
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Christ the Lord Has Risen
Today
Late one night Cathy was driving home from work. It was
a road she knew well. There was, however, a thick mist. It
became so thick she could barely see the road. She could not see
the buildings along the way.

Bible Text
Luke 24: 13-35
Memory Verse
“Did not Christ have
to go through these
hard things to come
into His shininggreatness?”
(Luke 24:26)
Word List
confused: unclear or
mixed-up
saints: godly persons
shining-greatness:
glory; honor
grave: burial place

Where was she? She was lost in a fog. She became
confused.
Suddenly, Cathy saw a road sign. She knew that the exit
she wanted was two miles away. As Cathy turned off the
highway the mist began to lift. Everything looked familiar.
Cathy relaxed. She knew where she was.
Sometimes we must go through a mist to see clearly.

Walking a Familiar Road (Luke 24:13-16)
Cleopas was sad. He was confused. Cleopas did not know
what to do.
Only a week before the world was joyful. Jesus had come
to Jerusalem. The people were waving at him. They were
shouting out His name. They were showing how much they
loved Him.
Many things changed during the week. Soldiers came.
Jesus was arrested. There was a trial. Jesus was sentenced to
death. He died on a cross. His body was put into a grave.
Death is final. Jesus was dead. Was this really the end of
the story?
It could not be the end. There had been too many
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Things to
Think About
1. Is Easter a special
day at your church?
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promises. There was too much hope.
It should not end this way. What happened to the joy?
Cleopas did not understand what happened. He also did
not understand what happened next.

2.What is your church
doing to honor God
on this day?
3. How do you
answer the question,
“Who is Jesus?”
4. Have you met the
risen Christ?

Some of the women went to the grave. They found the
grave empty. Jesus was not there. Where did He go? Who took
His body? A vision of angels spoke to the women. They were
told: “He is not here. He is risen.”
Is this true? How this could this happen? Cleopas needed
to think about it. He needed time.
Not knowing what else to do, Cleopas decided to go home.
He was from a town called Emmaus. This town was about two
hours from Jerusalem.

Talking About Jesus (Luke 24:17-24)
Cleopas and a friend started walking. As they walked,
they talked. They talked about all that happened. The week
before had been a busy week. Many things had happened. There
was much to talk about.
A man started walking with them. He asked what they
were talking about. Cleopas could not believe this man did not
know about Jesus. How could anyone not have heard? Cleopas
told the man about Jesus.

Fulfilling Prophecy (Luke 24:17-24)
Jesus spoke to the two travelers. He told them of God’s
plan for the world. He said Moses had said these things would
happen. The early preachers had written these things would
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happen. The psalms praised God for His

Up from the grave He arose

coming. All of these things were now true.

With a mighty triumph over His foes.

Jesus spoke with power. He spoke

He arose a victor from the dark
domain,

with love for the Jewish holy writings.
Cleopas and his friend still did not know

And He lives forever with his saints
to reign.

who He was.
When they got to Emmaus, Cleopas

He arose, He arose,

invited the man to his house. Since it was

Hallelujah! Christ arose.

late, they sat down to eat supper. Only then

(words by Robert Lowry, 1874)

did Cleopas see who this man was. It was

Because Jesus rose from the grave,
we, too, can live. Because He lives, there is

Jesus.
He had risen from the grave. He was

great joy among His people.
_______________________

alive.

Luke 24:13-35

Realizing the Truth: Jesus Lives

13 That same day two of His followers were

(Luke 24:28-35)

going to the town of Emmaus. It was about a

Cleopas and his friend were excited

two-hour walk from Jerusalem.

about seeing Jesus. Their sadness turned to

14 They talked of all these things that had

hope. They ran back to Jerusalem. They

happened.

looked for the other followers of Jesus.

15 While they were talking together, Jesus

They shouted, “He is alive! Jesus lives!

Himself came and walked along with them.

The Lord is risen!”

16 Something kept their eyes from seeing

Jesus met Cleopas where he was.
Cleopas learned to tell others about Jesus.
His faith became stronger. Cleopas knew
that Jesus was Lord.
Because Jesus rose from the grave
we sing:

Who He was.
17 He said to them, "What are you talking
about as you walk?" They stood still and
looked sad.
18 One of them, whose name was Cleopas,
said to Him, "Are you the only one visiting
Jerusalem who has not heard of the things
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that have happened here these days?"

27 Jesus kept on telling them what Moses and

19 Jesus said to them, "What things?" They

all the early preachers had said about Him in

answered, "The things about Jesus of

the Holy Writings.

Nazareth. He was the great One Who spoke

28 When they came to the town where they

for God. He did powerful works and spoke

were going, Jesus acted as if He were going

powerful words in the sight of God and the

farther.

people.

29 But they said to Him, "Stay with us. It will

20 And the religious leaders and the leaders

soon be evening. The day is about over." He

of the people gave Him over to be killed and

went in to stay with them.

nailed Him to a cross.

30 As He sat at the table with them, He took

21 We were hoping He was the One Who was the bread and gave thanks and broke it. Then
going to make the Jewish people free. But it

He gave it to them.

was three days ago when these things

31 And their eyes were opened and they knew

happened.

Him. Then He left them and could not be

22 "Some of the women of our group have

seen.

surprised us and made us wonder. They went

32 They said to each other, "Were not our

to the grave early this morning.

hearts filled with joy when He talked to us on

23 They did not find His body. They came

the road about what the Holy Writings said?"

back saying they had seen angels in a special

33 Then they got up at once and went back to

dream who said that He was alive.

Jerusalem. They found the eleven followers

24 Some of those who were with us went to

together and others with them.

the grave and found it as the women had said.

34 They said, "For sure the Lord is risen and

But they did not see Him."

was seen by Simon."

25 Then Jesus said to them, "You foolish

35 Then they told what had happened on the

men. How slow you are to believe what the

road and how they came to know Him when

early preachers have said.

He broke the bread.

26 Did not Christ have to go through these
hard things to come into His shininggreatness?"

