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Unit 1 Lesson 1

Teaching Guide: Unit 1, Lesson 1
Messiah.

UNIT I:

3. Ask a student to read Matthew 1:18-19. Then
say: To be pregnant before marriage was not
acceptable conduct. Joseph, however, was kind
enough not to want Mary publicly punished.

GETTING READY FOR JESUS’
MINISTRY
Lesson l:

4. Ask a student to read Matthew 1:20-21. Then
say: While Joseph tried to decide what to do, God
sent him a dream. An angel told him Mary was not
immoral, but she would bear a child who was
actually God’s Son. The baby was to be named
Jesus which means Savior. He would save people
from punishment of their sins. Now ask a student
to read the first paragraph under “Jesus, the
Christ.”

God with Us, for Everyone
Matthew 1:18-2:12
Memory Verse:
Matthew 1:21
“A Son will be born to her. You will give Him
the name Jesus because He will save His people
from the punishment of their sins.”

5. Ask a student to read verses 22-23. Say:
Matthew refers to an early preacher in the Old
Testament (the prophet Isaiah) who had predicted
this event. Joseph believed and followed God’s
instructions. Mary and Joseph had no sexual union
until after Jesus’ birth. Joseph was chosen to stand
as Jesus’ earthly father and protector, but Jesus
was God’s Son, not the son of Joseph.

Lesson Focus:
Jesus was born to be “God with us” for all
people, not just the Jewish people.
CONNECT WITH LIFE
l. Many people find it interesting to trace their
family back through as many generations as
possible. Can you create a diagram of your
family tree? (On the chalkboard or on paper,
show the students how to make a simple diagram
that traces their ancestors back to their greatgrandparents.)

6. Ask a student to read Matthew 2:1-2. Then say:
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, a small town south
of Jerusalem. Herod was king under Roman rule.
The wise men who came from the East studied the
movement of the planets. Their records showed
them that a King of the Jews would be born when
planets moved certain ways. They expected this to
be a very great king since they traveled from far
away to worship Him.

GUIDE THE STUDY
2. Tell the class: The background given in
Matthew l shows some of the family tree of
Jesus. His family tree goes very far back—
further than most of us know of our own family
tree. Ask someone to read Matthew 1:1. Then a
student should read aloud from your lesson
material the first two paragraphs under “The
Birth of Jesus.” Then read Matthew 1:16 which
ends the family tree. For the Jewish people these
verses were Jesus’ credentials that He could be

7. Ask a student to read Matthew 2:3-6. Then say:
In those times kings always worried about being
overthrown. Herod and his advisors were quite
worried. They found the prophecies that the King
would be born in Bethlehem in the words of the
prophet Micah in the Old Testament.
8. Ask a student to read Matthew 2:7-8. Then say:
Herod met with the wise men in secret. He asked
3
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when they had seen the bright star which was their
sign. What did he tell them? (Go and find the Child
and return to tell me. I want to worship Him also.)
Do you think he meant this seriously?

Unit 1 Lesson 1

ADDITIONAL TEACHING PLANS
CONNECT WITH LIFE

9. Ask a student to read verses 9-10. Then ask:
What guides these wise men? (a particular star)
Where does it stop? (in Bethlehem where Jesus and
His parents were) What feeling do the wise men
have? (much joy)

Ask students to work in groups. For each group
give a batch of cards or slips of paper with these
terms: child, brother, sister, mother, father (one
of each per group); grandmother, grandfather
(two of each per group); great-grandmother,
great-grandfather (eight of each per group). Ask
the groups to arrange these in a family tree order
with the children at the bottom. Tell the group to
imagine the difficulty of managing 42
generations instead of four. This is what our
background material does today for Jesus.

10. Ask a student to read verses 11-12. Then ask:
What do the wise men do next? (go into the house,
bow down and worship Him. Then they give Him
gifts–gold, perfumes, and spices.) These gifts
represent a great deal of wealth. All three could be
used to trade for the things they needed. Notice in
verse 12 another dream, this time for the wise men.
What does God tell them? (Do not go back to
Herod.) What do they do next? (return to their own
country a different way)

Ask students to recount stories from their own
family tree. Emphasize that many people seem
rather proud of even those ancestors we do not
approve of.

ENCOURAGE APPLICATION

ENCOURAGE APPLICATION

11. From the section of your lesson “Jesus, the
Christ,” answer these questions, working in teams
or groups of 2 or 3:
l. Why was the baby named Jesus? (God told
Joseph in a dream.)
2. What does “Jesus” mean? (Savior)
3. What Greek and Hebrew titles was Jesus
given? (Christ and Messiah)
4. What do these names mean? (Anointed
One)
5. What is another name was Immanuel. What
does it mean? (God with us)
6. Why is this name important to us? (It means
that Jesus is not only human but also God.)

Ask students to begin a Memory Verse Record
by recording each lesson memory verse. Read
the memory verse for this lesson aloud together
(Matthew 1:21). Urge the students to memorize
it as well as recording it.
Ask the students to begin a glossary or word list
of unfamiliar words from the students’ lesson or
the Bible. Include these words: genealogy,
Gentile, Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, Messiah.

From the section “For Everyone” think about (l)
Jesus had both Jews and Gentiles in His family
tree; (2) Jesus was born to a humble working
family; (3) Even the foreign wise men recognized
Jesus as One to be worshiped; (4) Jesus is the Son
of God. What do these facts mean to you and me
today?
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Unit 1 Lesson 2

Teaching Guide: Unit 1, Lesson 2
“Prepare the Way.” Say: Look at verse 4. How was
John dressed? (in camel’s hair cloth with a leather
belt) What did he eat? (Locusts, similar to
grasshoppers, and wild honey–that is, he lived off
what he found in the desert.)

Lesson 2:

Led to Change
Matthew 3:1-17
Memory Verse:
Matthew 3:2

5. Ask someone to read verses 5-8. Ask the
following questions: Who came? (people from
Jerusalem and Judea) What did they tell John?
(about their sins) What did he do for them?
(baptized them as a symbol of repentance) What
religious groups came to him? (law keepers
[Pharisees] and those who did not believe in the
resurrection of the dead [Sadducees]) What did
John say to the religious leaders? (He called them
snakes and demanded that they prove they had
changed.)

“Be sorry for your sins and turn from them! The
holy nation of heaven is near.”
Lesson Focus:
Jesus came to turn us from our sinful path to the
path to heaven.
CONNECT WITH LIFE
1. Say to the class: Imagine that you heard on
television about a man in the countryside who
dressed in animal skins. He ate insects and wild
honey and never cut his hair or beard. Hundreds
of people were going to hear him speak. They
claimed he said amazing things. People were
coming back with new attitudes. Suppose your
friends urged you to go with them to hear him.
Would you go? Spend a few minutes discussing
their reactions.

6. Ask someone to read Matthew 3:9-10. Ask the
class: Why would they claim to be children of
Abraham? (They were Jews, descended from
Abraham and thought of themselves as chosen
people.) Ask: When John speaks of the ax at the
root of the tree, what does he mean? (The tree
represents the Jewish people. If the “tree” does not
produce what it should, it will be cut down. If
God’s people do not produce what they should,
they will be cut off from God.)

GUIDE THE STUDY

7. Ask someone to read verses 11-12. Ask: When
John tells of One Who comes after him Whom
does he mean? (Jesus) Now ask someone to read
paragraphs 2 and 3 under the section “Prepare the
Way.” Say: Jesus could baptize with the Holy
Spirit because of Who He is. John knows that he
himself is not the savior but Jesus is. John
recognizes Jesus as his Lord. Say: In verse 12 we
have the grain harvest symbolizing people. When
the harvest was gathered there was much debris or
chaff mixed with it. Only the grain itself was
useful to them. Workers flailed (beat with sticks)
the grain or tossed it up above the threshing floor,
letting the wind blow away the husks and trash.
Then the good grain was stored for future use.

2. Say to the class: Today’s scripture is about
such a man. Ask a student to read
Matthew 3:1-4. Ask: Who is this man? (John the
Baptist)
3. Ask several students to real aloud the section
of the lesson entitled “A Leader for
Jesus” (paragraphs 1-5). Ask: What is his
message? (“Be sorry for your sins and turn from
them [repent]. The holy nation of heaven is
near.”) What Old Testament preacher (prophet)
spoke of the coming of this one? (Isaiah)
4. Now ask someone to read aloud from the
lesson the first paragraph of the section entitled
5
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8. Ask a student to read verses 13-17. Ask these
questions: Where is John baptizing? (in the Jordan
River, out from Jerusalem) From what area does
Jesus come to him? (Galilee) Show a map to
indicate the locations. Say: John was a humble man
and knew Jesus was greater than he. At first he
refused Jesus’ request to baptize Him. When Jesus
told him it was the right thing to do, he agreed.
Ask: What happens in verse 16? (The Heavens
open. The Spirit of God comes down. It rests on
Jesus like a dove. God says, “This is My Son. He
pleases Me.”)
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
9. Discuss “Things to Think About.” Ask students
to continue thinking about the question: “How
much difference is Jesus really making in your
life?” Close with prayer for continued repentance
and renewal.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING PLANS
CONNECT WITH LIFE
Ask for a volunteer to tell about his or her baptism
experience or tell about your own or someone you
know about.
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
Look at new words: repent, prophet, baptize,
Pharisee, Sadducee, locust, chaff, debris, flail,
thresh, husks. Discuss to make sure everyone
understands them. Have students record these in
their glossaries.
In pairs work on memorizing the memory verse.
Recite it together. Close with prayer that we would
all turn from our sins and follow Jesus each day.
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Unit 2 Lesson 3

Teaching Guide: Unit 2, Lesson 3
Beatitudes.”

UNIT 2:

4. Ask a student to read aloud an explanation of
the Beatitudes given in the lesson material
(Matthew 5:3-12). Explain: This is one simplified
version of what these rules are. Other people have
written explanations that are somewhat different.

JESUS’ AUTHORITY IN WORD
AND DEED
Lesson 3:

Live Like This

5. Ask a student to read Matthew 5:13-16. Ask: To
what two things are God’s people compared? (Salt
and light) How are we like these? (Salt preserves,
has healing properties, and adds flavor. Light
shows what is really there and really true. It helps
a person see where he is going.)

Matthew 5:17-48
Memory Verse:
Matthew 5:44
“But I tell you, love those who hate you. Pray for
those who do bad things to you and who make it
hard for you.”

6. Ask a student to read verses 17-20. Has Jesus
come to do away with the Law? (No.) Why has
He come? (to complete the Law, to show that a
person must obey rather than just be able to recite
the Law)

Lesson Focus:
Jesus gives us guidelines for living a life
pleasing to Him.

7. Ask a student to read verses 21-22. What three
things are we taught here? ([1] Being angry with
someone is a sin even as murdering is a sin; [2]
Using hateful language to someone is a sin; [3]
Insulting people is a sin.) In other words, our
attitudes lead us to sin.

CONNECT WITH LIFE
1. Ask students to think of someone they know
of who, though of humble station, is a role model
for behavior. (You might want to ask students
ahead of time to be prepared for this.) After they
describe the person, ask them to think of
qualities which a good role model has. Write
these on the chalkboard.

8. Ask someone to read verses 23-26. These verses
speak of right relationships. Notice that they talk
of wrongs you have done to someone. Make those
right so that you can be right with God. We are to
try to get along with people, not quarrel with them.

GUIDE THE STUDY
2. Tell the students that the verses we are
studying today explain to us how we ought to
live. Now ask someone to read paragraphs 1-3
under “The Beatitudes.” Explain that this is a
summary of Matthew, Chapter 4.

9. Have someone read Matthew 5:27-30. Now
Jesus deals with sexual sins. Where do these
begin? (with sinful desires, sinful looks) Notice
that the verses about plucking out your eye or
cutting off your hand are not literal. We must
adjust our heart, attitude, and thinking.

3. Say: Matthew 5:1-12 is called the
“Beatitudes” (rules for how we should live if we
would find real happiness in God). Now ask
someone to read paragraphs 4-6 under “The

10. Ask someone to read verses 31-32. What does
Jesus say about divorce? (Only being unfaithful to
one’s spouse is an acceptable reason for divorce.)
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Unit 2 Lesson 3

gossips, cheats, treats others respectfully,
tells dirty jokes, goes out of the way to
speak to newcomers in the class, is rude,
tries to soothe the anger of others, is
sarcastic, smiles at everyone, rejoices in
others’ successes, is kind, speaks only to
friends, is arrogant, is kind, is faithful to
beliefs, is cheerful, is pessimistic, protects
the rights of others
(Other words and phrases can be added.) When
the dividing is complete, discuss these qualities
Ask: Which group would you like others to
place you in? Today’s lesson helps us to find
ways to become more God-like.

11. Ask a student to read Matthew 5:33-37. How
can we summarize this section dealing with what
might be termed “swearing, cursing, or profanity”?
Explain that in this time people were accustomed
to swearing by all kinds of things: the altar, the gift
on the altar, their ancestors, heaven, etc. These
verses show that a person’s simple “yes” or “no”
should be enough. God’s people speak the truth!
12. Request that someone read verses 38-42. Ask:
What do these verses tell us about how we should
react if someone deliberately injures us in some
way? (Do not fight back. Take the abuse humbly
and meekly.) Jesus showed us how to do this in His
own life, but it is very difficult for us to put into
practice. Note: The Old Testament rule of an eye
for an eye was an improvement over what other
nations did. Other nations might kill a whole tribe
over a single death or behead a man if he
accidentally knocked out another’s tooth. Now
Jesus improves on the Old Testament Law of not
taking more than has been taken.

ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
Discuss words in the Word Study list. Make sure
everyone understands these. Check to see if there
are other words which are not clear. Suggest
they add these to their list.
Ask students to memorize the memory verse
(Matthew 5:44). Recite the verse together. Add it
to the Memory Verse Record. Ask: Can you
suggest ways we can put this into practice?
Close with prayer that God will help you be
more God-like.

13. Have a student read verses 43-48. Ask: How
must we act toward those who hate us? (learn to
love them, do good things for them, be kind to
them, and pray for them)
14. Reread together verse 48. Tell the class: This is
what we are to work toward.
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
15. Discuss “Things to Think About” in the lesson.
End with prayer that God would help us be more
like Him.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING IDEAS
CONNECT WITH LIFE
Write these words and phrases on the chalkboard
or give a list to each person or small group. Ask
that these be divided into “God-like Qualities” and
“Not God-like Qualities.”
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Unit 2 Lesson 4

Teaching Guide: Unit 2, Lesson 4
people, but He is concerned most with spiritual
healing. He can cure because He is God. He can
forgive sins because He is God.)

Lesson 4:

It’s Your Move Now
Matthew 9:18-35

Ask: How are the reactions of the teachers of Law
and the other people different? (See verse 8–the
people gave God the glory because He had
empowered Jesus. See verse 3–the religious
leaders refused to accept Jesus as God-sent.)

Memory Verse:
Matthew 9:13
“But go and understand these words, ‘I want
loving-kindness and not a gift to be
given.’ (Hosea 6:6) For I have not come to call
good people. I have come to call those who are
sinners.”

4. Ask someone to read Matthew 9:9-13. This was
a kind of miracle too. Jesus called as disciple one
whom the “proud law-keepers” saw as a great
sinner and a traitor to his people. Ask: Why did
they feel this way? Let someone read the third
paragraph under “Jesus Shows His Authority.”
Remember that Matthew was collecting taxes for
their conquerors.

Lesson Focus:
Jesus came to save sinners. From those He saves
He wants a loving attitude.
CONNECT WITH LIFE

Direct attention to verses 11-12. Jesus came to do
good to those who most need it. Only when we
recognize our need for Him can He help us.

1. Ask the class to discuss these questions: Do
you believe in miracles? How do you define
“miracle”? People may not agree on whether or
not an event is a miracle. Can you tell us about
something you believe was a miracle? (The
teacher should be prepared to tell about
something if no one volunteers.)

5. Ask someone to read Matthew 9:14-17. Jesus
liked to use common events in life to teach people
about eternal truths. In verse 14 it is the disciples
of John the Baptist who ask about fasting. Jesus
clearly indicates His relationship to God when He
compares Himself to the bridegroom–the reason
for rejoicing. He predicts that His disciples will
fast (do without food and drink for a time in order
to concentrate on spiritual matters) and be
sorrowful when He (the bridegroom) is gone. Ask:
Do you think Jesus means that well-fed people
may have trouble praying effectively? Why might
this be true?

GUIDE THE STUDY
2. Say: Our study today is still in the early
portion of Jesus’ ministry. He went about among
the people teaching and healing. In earlier
chapters of Matthew, Jesus cured a man with a
skin disease. He also cured the servant of a
Roman captain and Peter’s mother-in-law. He
cast out demons from those mentally disturbed.
He calmed a storm.

In verse 16 what common chore is referred to?
(patching an old garment with new cloth. Remind
the students that cloth is Bible days was not preshrunk.) What would happen when old and new
cloth is sewn together?

3. Now look at our passage today--a paralyzed
man is brought to Jesus. Ask someone to read
Matthew 9:1-8.
Ask: Why would Jesus first say, “Your sins are
forgiven”? (Jesus heals because He loves the

In verse 17 Jesus refers to storing wine. What
reason can there be for putting new wine in new
9
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Unit 2 Lesson 4

responded to Jesus, some positively, some with
hostility. But the message must reach the people.
Who now is expected to go to all the towns and
cities? Who will preach the Good News?

wine skins? (New wine expands; new skin is
pliable–that is, stretchy. Old skins get brittle and
would not expand. They would split and spill all
the wine. You can get the same effect today by
putting a glass jar filled with water and tightly
fastened into your refrigerator freezing
compartment. When the water freezes, it expands.
If the jar is full with a lid on it, the jar will crack as
the ice expands.) Think about this: Could Jesus be
telling the people that their old, rigid
interpretations would not hold His new message?

ADDITIONAL TEACHING PLANS
CONNECT WITH LIFE
The word “authority” is in your word study list
today. It is simply defined as “being in charge.”
List some qualities for this kind of person. Your
list might include the following terms:
knowledgeable, well-informed, able to
communicate, expert on a subject or many
subjects, persuasive, decisive, influential,
expert performer, able to lead people,
worthy of respect, able to direct others.
(Some of these terms may need further definition
for your class.)

6. Ask someone to read Matthew 9:18-19 and 2326. The man who sent for Jesus was a religious
leader. Your lesson suggests that he may have been
an enemy of Jesus, but this did not keep Jesus from
helping him by bringing his daughter back to life.
What do you think the man would believe about
Jesus in the future?
7. Now look at verses 20-22. This event happened
on the way to the dead girl’s house. How is this
woman’s case different? (She did not ask Jesus for
help. She just believed in His power.) What does
Jesus tell her? (“Your faith has healed you.”)

Ask for students to name people who fit these
qualities.
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION

8. Ask someone to read Matthew 9:27-31. Here is
another example of strong faith. Jesus touches their
eyes and they see. They were so excited that they
could not keep quiet about it even though Jesus had
asked them to do so.

Discuss Jesus’ qualities of authority as listed in
the first segment. How does He differ from the
religious law teachers? Conclude with this
question: If Jesus is One Who has authority from
God, how dare we not obey His
commandments? End with prayer that we may
recognize and follow the authority of Jesus.

9. Ask someone to read verses 32-34. Here is
another kind of problem. This man was unable to
speak, but Jesus cured him. Look in verses 33-34
for the contrast between Jewish religious leaders
and the people. The people are impressed, but the
leaders refused to see God in this healing work.

OR
Look at the memory verse. Read it aloud.
Explain that Jesus is quoting from the Old
Testament book of Hosea. He is talking to the
religious leaders. They study the Law and keep
the rules, but they lack loving-kindness toward
their fellow men. It is not sacrifices but a loving
and obedient heart which God desires. We are
the sinners Jesus came for. Let’s be sure we hear
His voice. Close with prayer.

10. Verse 35 sums up Jesus’ work. Read this verse
to the class. Ask: What did Jesus do? (He covered
the country. He healed all manner of disease. He
preached about God’s promises.)
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
11. Look at the title of the lesson. What does it
mean to us? In all these situations people
10
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Unit 3 Lesson 5

Teaching Guide: Unit 3, Lesson 5
comparison does He make for both the people and
the disciples? (The people are like a grain field
ready to harvest. The disciples are the workmen.)
The problem here is one of too few workmen. In
verse 38 Jesus tells them what to do about this
problem. What does He suggest? (The disciples
should ask the Owner of the grain fields for more
workmen. That Owner is God.)

UNIT 3:
COMING AND GOING
Lesson 5:

Told to Go
Matthew 9:36-10:l, 5-10, 24-26, 28-31, 36-38

3. Ask a student to read Matthew 10:1. To whom
is Jesus speaking in the tenth chapter? (His twelve
disciples who were His inner circle) What kinds of
powers did Jesus give them? (power to put out
demons and to heal all kinds of diseases.
Remember that Jesus here is talking only to His
twelve closest followers.) Ask the students to read
out the names of the twelve disciples as you put
them on the chalkboard. These are found in
Matthew 10:2-4: (1) Simon Peter, (2) his brother
Andrew, brothers (3) James and (4) John, sons of
Zebedee, (5) Philip, (6) Bartholomew, (7) Thomas,
(8) Matthew the tax collector, (9) James the son of
Alphaeus, (10)Thaddaeus, (11) Simon the
Canaanite, (12) Judas Iscariot.

Memory Verse:
Matthew l0:38
“He who does not take his cross and follow Me
is not good enough for Me.”
Lesson Focus:
Although Jesus died for us and longs to save us,
He expects obedience to His teachings and our
willingness to share with others about Him.
CONNECT WITH LIFE
1. Ask: What does the term “missionary” mean?
(a dedicated person who spends his time trying
to share his beliefs with others. Remind students
that other non-Christian religious groups also
have missionaries who share their religious
beliefs.) Ask: What Christian missionaries have
you come in contact with? Share what you know
about them. Our lesson today shows us that God
wants all of His people to be missionaries.

4. Ask someone to read Matthew 10:5-10. Pose
these questions: (1) Where does He send the
twelve disciples? (to the Jews who are lost) (2)
What must they avoid? (Gentiles and the country
of Samaria) (3) What is their message to be? (See
verse 7--The holy nation of heaven is near.)
Besides preaching, what three things does Jesus
tell them to do for people? (heal the sick, raise the
dead, put out demons) What must they not take
with them? (money, a bag of things for the trip,
two coats, two pairs of shoes, a walking stick)
What reason does Jesus give them for taking
nothing with them? (A workman should receive
his food and other necessities.) Why does Jesus
send the disciples only to the Jews? (Their law and
teachings should have prepared them for receiving
the Gospel. They were the fields ready to harvest.
If they had followed Jesus as God planned, then
they would have become workmen for the rest of
the harvest.) Ask someone to read the first

GUIDE THE STUDY
2. Say to the class: If you have read your lesson
material, you have already seen a summary of
what these scriptures contain. Now, let’s look at
them in greater detail. Then ask someone to read
Matthew 9:36-38. Remind the class that Jesus is
traveling about the country teaching, preaching,
and healing. He feels deep pity for the people.
To what does He compare the people? (to sheep
without a shepherd) In verse 37 Jesus begins to
show His disciples what they must do. What
11
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Unit 3 Lesson 5

ADDITIONAL TEACHING PLANS

paragraph in the lesson material under the heading
“Calling and Sending.”

CONNECT WITH LIFE

5. Ask someone to read Matthew 10:24-26. Ask
someone to volunteer to summarize what is taught
here. (The disciples must remember that they are
not greater than the One Who sent them. They
must also be ready to be mistreated because of
their message. They are not to be afraid, but to do
their work as He directs them.)

Tell this story: Ferial was a college student.
When asked about her plans for the future, she
replied, “I can not go back to my own country.
My own relatives would kill me.” Her friends
could not believe this. They asked her to explain.
“You see,” she said, “I’ve become a Christian
while I was here in school. My family is of
another religion. I have disgraced them. Only my
death would erase this scandal.” Our lesson
today shows us that Jesus may expect this kind
of sacrifice from some in order to carry out His
plans.

6. Now ask that someone read Matthew 10:28-31.
What reason does Jesus give for not being afraid?
(Those who can kill the body cannot kill the soul.
Only God can destroy the soul by sending it to hell.
God cares for each individual and we are important
to Him.)

ENCOURAGE APPLICATION

7. Have someone read verses 34-38. Why will a
man be hated by his own family? (Many of the
Jews who believed in Jesus were disowned by their
families.) Belief in Jesus is important enough to
cause a person to leave his or her family in order to
follow Jesus. What examples does Jesus give of
what a follower might have to give up? (father and
mother, son or daughter) Verse 38 explains the
reason for this. Ask everyone to read it together.
Ask: What does Jesus mean by “taking his cross”?
(We may have to make big sacrifices to serve
Jesus. Those may include hatred from family or
friends, poverty, illness, great labor, or even death.)

Look at the Word Study. Add the words
“missionary” and “disowned” (cut out of family
line and ignored). Discuss and make sure
everyone understands them.
Look at the Memory Verse. Discuss what is
meant by “taking his cross” (willingly doing
whatever God expects of a person even if it
means loss of property, health, loved ones, or
even life). Recite the memory verse together and
ask students to write it in their Memory Verse
Record. Close with prayer that we might be
willing to take whatever cross is given us and
serve willingly.

ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
8. Tell the class: Most of the disciples about whom
we are told did suffer. We know some were killed.
Some were beaten and put in prison. Ask: Does
this verse apply to Christians today? In the
discussion remind the class of how Christians are
being persecuted in many countries today. Some
have lost families, possessions, or even their own
lives. Ask someone to read the last paragraph in the
lesson material. Close with prayer that God’s
message would work in our own hearts, that we
may know Him and follow Him whatever it costs
us.
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Teaching Guide: Unit 3, Lesson 6
was thrown into prison because of it.) Now John
seems to wonder if he has made a mistake about
Jesus. What does Jesus reply to John’s disciples?
(Tell John what I am doing–giving sight to the
blind, letting the cripples walk, curing skin
disease, restoring hearing, raising the dead,
preaching the Good News to the poor.) In the
following verses Jesus praises John’s work.

Lesson 6:

Invited to Come
Matthew 11:2-6, 16-30
Memory Verse:
Matthew 11:28
“Come to Me, all you who work and have heavy
loads. I will give you rest.”

3. Have someone read verses 16-17. To what does
Jesus compare the people of His day? (to children
who won’t cooperate in the games they are
playing)

Lesson Focus:
Jesus invites everyone to follow Him. To those
who obey His teachings He gives rest for the
soul and peace within.

4. Now ask someone to read verses 18-19. What is
Jesus trying to say here? (You are like those
children. John fasted and lived simply. The people
said he had a demon. Jesus socialized with people
and attended their feasts. They said about Him that
He associated with the wrong people.)

CONNECT WITH LIFE
1. Ask the class: Have you ever felt discouraged
and really burdened by what you feel you need
to undertake? Can you give some examples of
what might weigh people down spiritually?
(Answers may include: having too little earning
power to provide adequately for your family;
feeling that you are incapable of achieving what
your goals are; feeling that you are a failure and
that your family is disappointed in you; not
being smart enough to make the grades you need
to further your education; being handicapped by
lack of language fluency or education, etc.)
Let the class discuss these briefly. Then say:
Jesus gives help in these situations. Today’s
scriptures give us some idea of how He can help
us.

5. At this time Jesus began criticizing the cities
where He had done the most for people. Ask
someone to read Matthew 11:20-22. What two
cities does He criticize? (Chorazin and Bethsaida)
To what does He compare them? (Tyre and Sidon,
which are in modern day Lebanon) Why does he
compare them to Tyre and Sidon? (They were
known for their wickedness.) In what ways does
Jesus compare them here? (If Tyre and Sidon had
seen the great works Jesus had done in Chorazin
and Bethsaida, they all would have repented.) Why
will Chorazin and Bethsaida be judged more
harshly on the Day of Judgment? (Those who
refuse the testimony given them will be judged
more harshly than those who have not seen and
heard Jesus’ great works.)

GUIDE THE STUDY
2. Ask a student to read aloud Matthew 11:2-6.
Ask: Who was John the Baptist? (John is the
cousin of Jesus whom Luke told about in the first
chapter of his Gospel. He is also the one
prophesied by Malachi [Malachi 3:1 and 4:5]
who was to prepare the way for Jesus the Son.
He had baptized Jesus earlier.) Why is he in
prison? (He told Herod how sinful he was and

6. Ask someone to read verses 23-24. What city
does Jesus mention here? (Capernaum) To what
city is it compared? (Sodom, which was so wicked
that God destroyed it completely) Jesus feels that
Sodom would have been more likely to follow
Him than Capernaum.
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7. Have a student read verses 25-27. Why does
Jesus thank the Father? (He has made the Good
News easy enough for the those who are not
teachers of the Law, those who are poor and
uneducated.) Jesus emphasizes that God gives Him
His power. In verse 27 who does Jesus say can
know the Father? (those who know Jesus and are
His followers)
8. Have a student read verses 28-30. Only in Jesus
do we find rest for our souls. His teachings are
simple enough for a child to understand. If we want
inner peace, we follow Him.
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
Invite someone who has experienced great pain
and hardship, but has kept serving God, to give a
testimony to the class about finding inner peace.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING PLANS
CONNECT WITH LIFE
Ask ahead of time one or two people from the class
to tell briefly about someone who seems stronger
in Christ after suffering pain or loss.
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
Examine the memory verse. Ask the class to work
with a partner to discuss and memorize. Have the
whole class recite it together. Close with prayer
that each may find peace and rest in trusting Jesus.
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Teaching Guide: Unit 4, Lesson 7
hatred from the man who planted the weeds since
he went to a lot of trouble to do this. This kind of
story is called in your Bible a “picture story.”
Another term for this kind of story is “parable.”
Jesus used many parables which dealt with
common, everyday things the people would know
about.

UNIT 4:
BIG QUESTIONS
Lesson 7:

Questions about God’s Holy Nation

3. Ask a student to read Matthew 13:27-30. Ask:
What solution do the servants propose? (to pull out
the weeds from the grain) Why does the owner say
not to do that? (The tender grain would also be
pulled up.) What is the owner’s solution? (Let
them grow until harvest time. Then the weeds can
be separated and burned. The grain will be stored.)

Matthew 13:24-33, 37-46
Memory Verse:
Matthew 13:43
“Then the ones right with God will shine as the
sun in the holy nation of their Father. You have
ears, then listen!”

4. Ask a student to read Matthew 13:37-43. Say:
Here is how Jesus explains His words. His
disciples did not understand what He meant. Now
ask a student to read the third and fourth
paragraphs under “People of the Holy Nation.”
Ask this question: What happens to the citizens of
God’s holy nation? (They will live forever in
heaven.) What happens to those who are the weed
seeds? (They will be placed by the angels in the
fires of hell.) Who is the one who has planted the
weeds? (Satan or the devil.)

Lesson Focus:
Although good and evil are allowed to exist side
by side in this world, God will prevail and will
give out reward and punishment.
CONNECT WITH LIFE
l. Present these case studies to the class: (A) Mrs.
C. She is a true practicing Christian. She is good,
kind, and caring, but she has a real struggle
making ends meet. She has lost her job because
she missed work so often to care for her dying
mother. (B) Mr. P. He is wealthy with everything
he needs or wants available to him. However, he
made his fortune by cheating one partner and
having the other one murdered. Now pose the
question: How can God allow evil to succeed
while goodness fails and suffers? (Discuss
briefly, then say: Today’s Bible lesson gives us
some answers for this question.)

5. Ask a student to read the first paragraph under
“The Growth of the Holy Nation.” Say: Jesus used
other picture stories (or parables) to show about
the holy nation of heaven. Ask a student to read
Matthew 13:31-32. Now ask someone to read the
second paragraph under “The Growth of the Holy
Nation.”
6. Ask someone to read Matthew 13:33. Ask:
What is yeast? (an agent for making bread rise. It
comes from a tiny fungus found in such things as
fruit juices.) What is flour? (a powdered substance
from heads of grain such as rye, barley, wheat) In
another place Jesus tells His followers to be like
yeast to help bring the world to the kingdom of
God.

GUIDE THE STUDY
2. Ask a student to read Matthew 13:24-26. Ask
for a volunteer to paraphrase (retell) the story.
Point out that there must have been very strong
15

Teaching Guide

MATTHEW: JESUS AND GOD’S HOLY NATION

7. Say: Jesus uses two more parables to show how
valuable the kingdom of heaven is. Ask someone
to read Matthew 13:44. Ask for a volunteer to
restate this verse.

Unit 4 Lesson 7

OR
Using three frozen rolls from the grocery store,
demonstrate how yeast functions. Following the
printed directions, let one roll thaw and rise at
home. Then bake it. Take the second roll out of
the freezer just before the lesson so that it will be
thawed, but not yet beginning to rise. Keep the
third one frozen until ready for the lesson. Put
the second roll over a pan of warm water as you
begin to teach. Ask the students to keep an eye
on it. It should begin to rise. A tiny bit of yeast
can make a whole loaf of bread rise.

8. Now ask for someone to read verses 45-46. Ask:
What is a pearl? (a lustrous stone formed inside an
oyster shell) Why would the dealer sell everything
to buy this one perfect one? (He has learned to love
pearls so much that a perfect one is worth more
than anything else to him.)
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
9. Ask a student to read the last two paragraphs
under “The Value of the Holy Nation.” Then
discuss “Things to Think about.” Close with prayer
that we will see the value of God’s holy nation so
that we will seek it for ourselves and share it with
others.

ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
Discuss the Word Study list. Be sure all
understand the meanings. Point out again that
picture-story is another word for parable. Add
“parable,” “paraphrase,” and “yeast” to the list.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING PLANS

Look at the memory verse. Practice reciting it to
a partner. Remind the class that this is a
description of all true followers of Jesus. Recite
the verse together. End with prayer that we
might be worthy to “shine as the sun in the holy
nation of their Father.”

CONNECT WITH LIFE
Tell about a person you know of who seems to
have everything go wrong even though that person
is a devout Christian. Ask the class to tell of people
they know who are evil people but who prosper.
Explain that this lesson helps us answer the “why”
to these situations.

OR
If you used the rolls to show how yeast works.
Look at the three rolls. The one baked at home
has accomplished its purpose. It has become
bread and is ready to eat. The one over the hot
water should have puffed up considerably. The
yeast is working toward its purpose. The cold
one should look very little different. The yeast
was provided, but the coldness kept it from
reaching its goal. Point out that we as Christians
do not want to be like the cold roll. It can never
do what it is supposed to do. Close with prayer
that God’s yeast may work through us to leaven
the whole world so that all may enter God’s holy
nation of heaven.

OR
Bring some strings of pearls to show the class.
Explain how the pearl is made: When an irritating
foreign substance, such as a grain of sand, gets
inside an oyster (or other mollusk) as they open
underwater, the oyster secretes a substance which
seals it off to keep it from irritating. It continues to
grow. The larger it is and the more perfectly round,
the more valuable it is. Colors can vary from
creamy to pinkish to gray. Color, luster, and size
determine value.
One of our picture-stories (or parables) compares a
valuable pearl with God’s holy nation.

16

Teaching Guide

MATTHEW: JESUS AND GOD’S HOLY NATION

Unit 4 Lesson 8

Teaching Guide: Unit 4, Lesson 8
of hell cannot destroy it.) Jesus also promised to
give the keys of heaven. Ask someone to read
paragraphs 3 and 4 under “The Result.”

Lesson 8:

Life’s Greatest Question
Matthew 16:13-26

5. Now ask someone to read Matthew 16:21-23.
This passage explains what Jesus must suffer for
our sakes. Where must He go? (to Jerusalem) Who
will be instruments of His suffering? (the head
religious leaders of the Jews, the teachers of the
Law) What is to be His final sacrifice? (Himself.
He must die, but He will return to life in three
days–the Resurrection.) Why did Jesus speak
sharply to Peter? (Peter did not want Jesus to die,
but Jesus knew He must to bring life to the world.)
Why did Jesus say to Peter, “Get thee behind Me,
Satan”? (By trying to change Jesus’ mind Peter
was going against God’s plan and thus serving
Satan, not God.) Ask someone to read the last
paragraph under “What Jesus Would Do.”
Comment: We must learn to see God’s
will, not our own.

Memory Verse:
Matthew 16:16
Simon Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.”
Lesson Focus:
Life’s greatest question is “Who is Jesus for me
and what will I do about it?”
CONNECT WITH LIFE
1. Ask a student to read the Introduction in the
lesson material. What other important questions
can you think of? (Examples may include: Will I
continue in good health? How will I discipline
my children? How will I care for my aging
parents? What college should I attend? What
should I major in?)

6. Now ask someone to read Matthew 16:24-26.
Have another person read the section of the lesson
“What We Must Do.”

GUIDE THE STUDY

ENCOURAGE APPLICATION

2. Ask a student to read Matthew 16:13-15. Then
ask someone to read the section called “The
Question” from the lesson material.

7. Discuss the questions under “Things to Think
About.” Close with prayer that we may all be more
aware of life’s greatest question and that we may
follow Jesus as He describes in verses 24-26.

3. Say: Now we know life’s greatest question.
Let’s look at the answer. Ask someone to read
the section “The Answer” from the lesson
material.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING PLANS
CONNECT WITH LIFE

4. Ask someone to read Matthew 16:17-20. What
is the result of Peter’s giving the right answer?
(He is to be happy [blessed].) Where did he find
this answer? (He learned it from God.) What
other result comes from this answer? (This
answer is the rock on which God can build His
church [a body of believers in Jesus].) How
powerful will the church be? (Even the powers

Tell the class: At one time the traditional path to
earning a graduate degree required a person to
“defend” his or her thesis (written proof with
documentation about some topic). After the
student had researched and written the thesis, he
had to face a group of professors who asked him
questions for several hours. His degree depended
17
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on his answering those questions in an acceptable
way. Christians are something like that. When
Jesus asks us, “Who do you say that I am?” He
expects an answer. Our lesson today shows the
answer He wants.
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
Look at the words in the Word Study section.
Discuss and be sure everyone understands these.
Suggest that the students record these in their
glossary. Add “church” to the list.
Ask one student to read Jesus’ question in verse 15.
Then have the class read together Simon Peter’s
answer. Ask that each one commit verse 16 to
memory. Record it on Memory Verse list. Close
with prayer that all may answer Jesus’ question as
He would like for us to do.
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to you, take two or three other Christians with you
and try again. [3] If this doesn’t work, take the
problem to the church and let them work it out. [4]
If you are still unsuccessful, you cannot establish
full Christian fellowship with him. Say: Even then
Jesus would not turn His back. The opportunity for
repentance remains. Now ask someone to read
paragraph 2 under “Forgiving a Brother.” Say:
Notice that this procedure indicates that something
must be done to show repentance and to make
right the wrong.

UNIT 5:
RELATING TO OTHERS
Lesson 9:

Forgiving Others
Matthew 18:15-19, 21-35
Memory Verse:
Matthew 18:35

3. Now ask someone to read the remainder of the
section “Forgiving a Brother.” Say: We need to
remember that the Holy Spirit will guide us in
what to do if we sincerely seek God’s will with an
open heart.

“So will My Father in heaven do to you, if each
one of you does not forgive his brother from his
heart.”
Lesson Focus:
Jesus places strong emphasis on forgiving those
who ask for it, just as God forgives us when we
repent and turn to Him.

4. Ask someone to read Matthew 28:21-22. Say:
Notice the legalistic way Peter looks at
forgiveness. The interpreters of the Law taught
that you must forgive three times if the person asks
for it, but the fourth time you do not forgive him.
Peter thought he was being generous, but Jesus
indicates in His answer that you don’t really count
the number of times you forgive someone who
asks it.

CONNECT WITH LIFE
1. Collect clippings of trials concerning serious
crimes. Share these. Then ask: What does it
mean to forgive those who have done us wrong?
Share some dictionary definitions of the word
“forgive.” Also list these closely related words
for consideration: excuse, absolve, acquit,
pardon, condone, overlook, clear, remit, grant
amnesty. Notice that overlook, remit, and grant
amnesty hint at acknowledging guilt but setting
aside punishment. Do you think forgiveness
means not punishing for wrong doing? Our
lesson today should help answer these questions.

Ask someone to read the section “How Often to
Forgive” in the lesson material.
5. Have someone read Matthew 18:23-27. Explain:
This is a “picture story” (or parable) which Jesus
often uses to teach. Notice that it refers to the holy
nation of heaven as we saw in chapter 13. This
term refers to the kingdom of God. This is a
Judgment-type picture. Notice the man begs for
forgiveness and seemingly repents with the
intention of righting the wrong. But here God’s
forgiveness doesn’t even require that he repay the
money. The debt is canceled.

GUIDE THE STUDY
2. Ask a student to read Matthew 18:15-17. Ask
for a volunteer to explain this procedure. ([1] If a
brother wrongs you, talk to him alone about it. If
you can work out the problem between you, no
one else needs to know. [2] If he will not listen

6. Now read Matthew 18:28-35. Request that
someone read paragraphs two to five under “God’s
Forgiveness.” Notice that the king (representing
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God) forgives a huge debt completely–perhaps
something in the millions in our currency. The
forgiven servant never even considers canceling
the debt of his fellow servant which amounted to
only a few dollars. Nor does he grant any more
time but throws the man in debtor’s prison from
which he can never hope to be released. Remember
in the Beatitudes in chapter 5 of Matthew Jesus
said that those who show mercy to others will be
given mercy for themselves.

ENCOURAGE APPLICATION

ENCOURAGE APPLICATION

Close with prayer for a forgiving spirit toward
others.

Go over Word Study. Add new words to your
glossary. If “parable” is not already in the
glossary, add it.
Discuss “Things to Think About.”
Recite together the memory verse. Add it to your
Memory Verse Record.

7. Tell this story: In a little rural church a revival
broke out in an amazing way. People forgave
others who did not even know that they had
offended. One elderly man who had carried a
grudge for 40 years went to another man and said
to him: “Forty years ago you moved a pile of
firewood which I considered my property. I’ve
spent 40 years feeling angry at you. I want to make
it right.” The man at whom he was angry replied,
“I don’t even remember the occasion. I would
never have intentionally taken something
belonging to another. I’m sorry I offended you.”
They forgave each other and became friends. That
spirit of forgiveness revitalized a dying church. At
the end of their two-week revival eleven people,
mostly adults, had found the Lord and were
baptized. Forgiveness generates a loving spirit
among people, which advances God’s kingdom on
earth.
.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING IDEAS
CONNECT WITH LIFE
Ask if anyone has ever been forgiven for some
misdeed or has forgiven someone for one. Ask him
or her to share the story. If no one responds, the
teacher should be prepared to do this. Ask then:
How did it make you feel? Did you then want to
forgive others? In today’s lesson Jesus seems to
expect that will happen.

20

Teaching Guide

MATTHEW: JESUS AND GOD’S HOLY NATION

Unit 5 Lesson 10

Teaching Guide: Unit 5, Lesson 10
trap Him. Ask someone to read Matthew 19:3.
Even in Jesus’ time this was a question about
which people had strong opinions. Their laws had
been weakened to allow men to do whatever they
chose about divorcing their wives.

Lesson 10:

Christians and Family Life
Matthew 19:1-15
Memory Verse:
Matthew 19:6b
“Let no man divide what God has put together.”

3. Ask someone to read Matthew 19:4-6. Say: In
these verses we see Jesus trying to get people to
return to God’s intention: one man marrying one
woman for their lifetimes. A man’s loyalty to his
wife is to be stronger than his loyalty to his
parents. God intended for this marriage to be so
harmonious that they are one, a unit. He cautioned
them not to try to dissolve the bonds which God
created in the marriage.

Lesson Focus:
God intended for the basic family unit to consist
of man, wife, and children. He meant for these
relationships to be permanent.
CONNECT WITH LIFE

4. Ask another student to read 19:7-9. Why did
Moses allow divorce? (because of their own
cruelty and stubbornness) Say: The bill of
divorcement at least gave the wife respectability in
the eyes of the community and let her return to her
family. Apparently some men simply left the
women with no provision at all. Notice that Jesus
says, “It was not like that from the beginning.”
What does Jesus say about remarriage? (If a man
divorces his wife for any reason other that sexual
unfaithfulness and then marries again, he is guilty
of sexual sin (adultery) himself. If that be the case,
then the woman who was divorced for sexual sin
would cause the man who next married her to be
guilty also of sexual sin (adultery).

1. Ask the class what they can remember of the
parts of a typical Christian marriage ceremony.
Some of the elements might include the
following: Marriage is a divine institution begun
in the Garden of Eden. Jesus performed His first
miracle at a marriage feast. Marriage is a serious
step which should not be taken lightly. The
couple is asked to join right hands. Only death
cancels the promises made. The duty of the
husband is to support his wife and protect her
(mentioned in older versions). He is to love and
cherish her as Christ loved the church and gave
His life for it. The wife is to love and cherish her
husband. (Older versions say she must obey her
husband.) Both promise to love and cherish the
partner in sickness and in health and to forsake
all others until death parts them. Ask: Have these
ideas changed today? What changes do you
notice? Our lesson today gives us some of the
guidelines God meant for us to have in marriage.

5. Now ask someone to read Matthew 19:10-12.
What is Jesus saying about not marrying at all?
(For some people not marrying is a better way, but
this is up to the individual. The plan that God has
includes a permanent marriage or singleness.
There are no other choices.)

GUIDE THE STUDY

6. Ask someone to read 19:13-15. Ask: What value
does Jesus place on children? (Children must be
cared for and treated kindly. Their innocence and
purity are the qualities that are needed to make up
the holy nation of heaven.) Notice that Jesus
placed His hands on them, blessed them, and

2. State: The first three verses of Matthew 19
show Jesus coming out of Galilee and into Judea
preaching and healing. While He was busy doing
this, some “proud religious law-keepers” tried to
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prayed for them. They were important to Him. Ask
another student to read aloud the section from the
lesson entitled “How to Treat Children.”
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
7. Discuss “Things to Think About.” If questions
come up which these scripture passages do not
answer, remind the group that there are other
portions which deal with family life.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING PLANS
CONNECT WITH LIFE
Ask a couple who have been married many years
to talk to the class about what makes a good
marriage. Let students ask them questions. Be sure
they emphasize the religious aspects of their
marriage.
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
Ask the students to look at 1 Corinthians 13. Read
this to them. Sometimes this passage is a part of
the wedding ceremony because love is the basis for
marriage. Ask the students to point out the parts
which particularly apply to man and wife.
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what that judgment will be like.
Lesson 11:
GUIDE THE STUDY

Are You Ready?
Matthew 25:31-46

2. Ask a student to read Matthew 25:31-33. Now
ask another to read the sections in your lesson
entitled “The Coming of Jesus” and “Dividing the
People.” Ask: When will these things take place?
(at the end of time. Only God knows when that
will be.) When Jesus sits on His throne with all the
nations and peoples before Him, what will He do
first? (divide them as a shepherd divides the sheep
from the goats) Notice that the places they are put
are important. The right side is the place of honor.
The left side is for those of lesser importance. Who
are the sheep? (The true followers of Jesus) Who
are the goats? (all those who are not true
followers)

Memory Verse:
Matthew 25:40
“Then the King will say, ‘For sure, I tell you,
because you did it to one of the least of My
brothers, you have done it to Me.’”
Lesson Focus:
We can be ready for God’s time of judgment if
we are willing to serve God by serving others as
He guides us into opportunities.
CONNECT WITH LIFE

3. Have someone read verses 34-36. What happens
to the true followers? (They enter the holy nation
of the Father.) When was this holy nation
prepared? (before the world was made) What
reasons does Jesus give for choosing these people?
(When He was hungry, they fed Him. When He
was thirsty, they gave Him water. When He was
homeless, they took Him in. When he had no
clothes, they clothed Him. When He was thrown in
prison, they came to see Him.)

1. Say to the class: In the introduction to your
lesson today the writer tells about his wife’s
studying fabric colors in the sunlight to judge the
true shade. Different lights make certain colors
look entirely different. All through our lives we
have situations which involve judgment. A
teacher must be evaluated during the year by an
administrator who takes note of his or her
performance and measures it against a set of
criteria. Some other jobs must be evaluated in
the same way. Your teachers judge you on tests
and in class discussions. When someone meets
you for the first time, that person makes a
judgment about you–whether you are pleasant or
glum, whether you are interesting or boring. We
are constantly being judged about something.
Whether or not we are judged fairly depends on
the judge. Is that person open-minded, fair,
willing to be flexible? We cannot be sure those
who judge us will be good judges. There will
come a time, however, when we must stand
before a Judge who knows all about us. Then we
must answer for what we are and what we have
done. Our lesson today gives us some idea of

4. Have someone read verses 37-40. Notice that
these people are puzzled by what Jesus says to
them. They know that they have not done these
things for Jesus personally. In verse 40 Jesus the
King tells them what He means. Ask someone to
reread His words in verse 40. What does He mean
by doing something for “one of the least of My
brothers”? (These are people around you who need
help, people you respond to out of the goodness of
your heart.) Have someone read the fourth
paragraph under “People Who Do Right.” This
explains further what Jesus means.
Now ask someone to read the first three
paragraphs under the same heading. Say: These
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paragraphs tell us more about what we will
experience in the holy nation of God in heaven.

Unit 5 Lesson 11

ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
Ask: What does your church do to help those
who need food, clothing, shelter, jobs, comfort,
or guidance? Do you have a food distribution
program? A means of distributing clothing? Is
there any kind of prison ministry? Is there a
counseling program? If there are none of these in
your church, can you think of ways to begin one
or more of them? What about you personally?
Do you help in the food or clothing distribution?
Have you ever gone on a prison ministry? What
about missions trips to the Valley or El Paso or
one of the other border areas? Have you worked
in a mission Bible School or camp? What can
you do? How can you measure up to be one of
those invited to the right hand of the King? After
discussing these questions, close in prayer that
God would open our eyes to opportunities to
serve Him.

5. Now ask a student to read Matthew 25:42-43.
What does the King say to those on His left side?
(Go away. You are guilty. Go into everlasting fire.)
What reasons does He give? (When He was
hungry, thirsty, homeless, without clothes, sick and
in pain, or in prison, these people did nothing.) Ask
someone to read the section “People Who Do
Wrong.” Jesus expects us to believe in Him for
salvation, and in His name to show love and pity
for those around us.
6. Next have someone read Matthew 25:44-46.
Say: Notice that these people were also puzzled.
They did not knowingly harm or neglect Jesus
Himself, but they did nothing for those in need
about them. Many of these we might think of as
good people, or at least not bad people, if we were
judging. God uses a different standard for judging-believe, follow, obey Jesus Christ. In the following
and obeying we must do positive good for others,
not just keep from doing bad things. What happens
to these people? (The are sent to a place of eternal
punishment which we call hell.) Jesus ends His
teaching by reminding them again about the
eternal, joyful life in store for His true followers.
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
7. Read and discuss “Things to Think About.” End
with prayer that all of us might be ready when
judgment comes and that we might do our part in
seeing that others are ready too.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING PLANS
CONNECT WITH LIFE
There are a number of television programs in
which a judge decides a case brought before him or
her. Tape short segments of one or two of these
and show them at the beginning of the lesson. Ask
for discussion about the quality of the judges and
of the decisions handed down. Then say: Our
lesson today from Matthew tells about our own
judgment when we answer to God.
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Golgotha) How was the execution carried out?
(Jesus was nailed to a cross on which He was
suspended.) Notice in verse 34 that He merely
tasted of the pain killer which was offered Him.
He suffered the full pain of the crucifixion. What
scripture prophecy was fulfilled? (Psalm 22:28
talked of His clothes being divided by those who
carried out the crucifixion.) Ask someone to read
paragraphs 3, 4, and 5 under “Jesus Suffered for
Us.”

UNIT 6:
RECEIVING AND GIVING
Lesson 12:

What Jesus Did for Us
Matthew 27:33-35, 38-54
Memory Verse:
Matthew 27:50
Then Jesus gave another loud cry and gave up
His spirit and died.

3. Have someone read verses 38-44. Jesus was not
put to death alone. Who else was crucified with
Him? (two robbers, one on His left and one on His
right) How was He treated by the crowd? (He was
laughed at and made fun of.) How did the religious
leaders act? (They too made fun of Him and
reminded Him that if He were truly God’s Son, He
could save Himself.) How did the robbers act
toward him? (They also made fun of Him.) Jesus
chose to bear the physical pain and the insults of
the crowd so that our sins might be forgiven.

Lesson Focus:
Jesus gave to us the greatest gift man can
receive--forgiveness for sin and the promise of
life eternal with God.
CONNECT WITH LIFE
1. Say: Parents, other relatives, or friends may
have made sacrifices in order to insure your
well-being. Parents often do without much that
they want to provide for their children. A brother
or sister may be willing to be a donor of a kidney
to save the life of an ailing person. Friends may
sacrifice time and effort in order to help us. Can
you relate to the group some sacrifice of which
you know that seemed unusually great? In our
lesson today we find that Jesus, because of His
love for us, made a far greater sacrifice than any
other.

4. Ask for someone to read Matthew 27:45-50. For
three hours there was darkness over the whole
land. What happened at three o’clock? (Jesus even
felt deserted by God and cried out to Him in
Aramaic so that the crowd thought He was calling
on the prophet Elijah.) Someone in the crowd felt
sorry for Jesus. What did he do for Him? (offered
him a sponge soaked in a sour wine to drink) How
did the others react to his kindness? (They wanted
Jesus to keep on suffering to see if Elijah would
come to His rescue.) What happened in verse 50?
(Jesus gave a loud cry, gave up His spirit, and
died.)

GUIDE THE STUDY

Ask another student to read the last section of
“Jesus Suffered for Us” beginning with the words
“At the end of the dark period.” Notice how Jesus’
suffering was foretold in the prophet Isaiah many
years before Jesus’ birth.

2. Ask a student to read the first two paragraphs
under “Jesus Suffered for Us.” Then ask
someone to read Matthew 27:33-35. Say: We
want to remember as we read these verses that
Jesus volunteered to make this sacrifice. He was
not forced to do it. Ask: Where did the execution
take place? (outside Jerusalem at a place called
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ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
5. Ask someone to read aloud the section from the
lesson called “Jesus Died for Us.” Invite discussion
of these paragraphs. Close with prayer that we
might all be more aware of what Jesus has done for
us and what we owe Him.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING PLANS
CONNECT WITH LIFE
Discuss the Word Study. Review previous
definitions for “crucifixion” and “resurrection.”
Make sure everyone understands the meanings.
Discuss “Things to Think About.”
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
Recite together the memory verse. Close with
prayer that God would make the meaning of
Christ’s death real to each of us. Encourage
students to join in with sentence prayers.
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Lesson 13:

GUIDE THE STUDY

Obeying Orders

2. Ask someone to read Matthew 28:1-4. Now ask
another person to read from the lesson the section
“The Visit of the Women.” What day is it? (the
day after the Sabbath) Which women are named
here? (Mary Magdalene and “the other” Mary)
What happens? (There is an earth tremor and an
angel appears. He pushes back the stone that
sealed the cave-like grave and sat on the stone.)
Describe the angel. (His face was bright like
lightening and his clothes were white as snow.)
Who else is present? (soldiers guarding the tomb)
Do the soldiers see the angel? (They do and they
shake with fear and perhaps faint.)

Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20
Memory Verse:
Matthew 28:19
“Go and make followers of all the nations.
Baptize them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
Lesson Focus:
Jesus has given His people orders which He
expects us to obey--to spread the Gospel
throughout the whole world.

3. Have a student read verses 5-8. What does the
angel say to the women? (Don’t be afraid. Jesus is
not here. He is risen from the dead.) Then he
shows them the empty tomb. What does he instruct
them to do? (Run to tell the disciples that He is
going to Galilee.) How do the women feel? (both
fearful and joyful) What do they do? (They run to
obey the angel.)

CONNECT WITH LIFE
1. Tell the class: Most of you have experienced
the death of a loved one. All cultures have their
burial and funeral customs. In Texas newspapers
report the deaths of people. They also carry
notices about a time when family members
receive their friends at the funeral home--usually
where the body is displayed in a casket. This
usually occurs the evening before the funeral.
The funeral itself might be in a church or a
chapel of the funeral home. After a service the
body is taken to a cemetery where there is
another brief service, usually under an awning.
After the family leaves, the funeral directors
lower the casket into the grave site where it is
covered, and the flowers sent to the funeral are
left over and around the grave. Ask: Are funerals
different in your home country? (Allow the class
to add any customs they wish.) Imagine that you
have buried your loved one. The next day you
return to the grave site to find it open and empty.
What would you think had happened? (Allow
time for a few answers.) Our lesson today opens
with some of Jesus’ women followers having
just that experience.

4. Ask someone to read verses 9-l0. On their way
to tell the disciples, whom do they meet? (Jesus
Himself) What do they do? (They bowed down
and took hold of His feet to worship Him, as
would be customary in this time and place.) What
does He tell them? (Don’t be afraid. Tell all the
followers to meet me in Galilee.)
5. The next section of scripture takes place in
Galilee where many of Jesus’ followers have
gathered on a mountain. What do the followers do?
(Most worship Him and believe, but some do not
believe.) Now Jesus has a message for all His
followers, not just the disciples who were His
inner circle. What does He tell them to do? (Tell
the Good News to everyone, baptize those who
believe, and teach them what I have taught you.)
He also makes them a promise. What is it? (I am
with you always, even to the end of the world.)
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ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
6. Read and discuss “Things to Think About.”
Close with prayer that God would help each of us
to obey His words.

ADDITIONAL TEACHING PLANS
CONNECT WITH LIFE
Ask a missionary to talk briefly about his work and
why he does it.
ENCOURAGE APPLICATION
Not everyone can go to another country to tell
about Jesus. Explore ways which this group can do
a better job of telling others. Do you pray for the
lost? Do you talk about your beliefs when it is
appropriate? Do you seek out people who might
not have heard? Do you live so that people can tell
you follow Jesus? Close with prayer for guidance
and wisdom and the desire to obey.
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