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Matthew: Jesus and His Kingdom
Introduction
Just who was Jesus? And who is Jesus

studied what the prophets had written about

now? Was He just a good teacher? Is He a

the coming Messiah. Matthew wanted them to

wish-granter? He was and is much more than

understand that Jesus was the long-awaited

that! Matthew sets out to tell us through his

Messiah. By using Old Testament verses,

book, the Gospel of Matthew.

Matthew showed how Jesus fulfilled the

Matthew was a loyal follower of Jesus.
He wrote the Gospel of Matthew to tell his

prophets’ words about the Messiah. Jesus said
this about Himself:

readers about Jesus. He started by telling how

Do not think that I have come to do

Jesus was born in what we know as the

away with the Law of Moses or the

Christmas story. Then Matthew tells more

writings of the early preachers. I have

about what Jesus did during His time on earth.

not come to do away with them but to

Matthew wanted people to see that Jesus is

complete them. (Matthew 5:17)

the true King. He wanted readers to know
what Jesus said about how to follow Him in
the truest way. Matthew included many of
Jesus’ teachings about how to live as His
followers in this world.
A Little Background
Matthew was a tax collector. Then he
became one of Jesus’ closest followers. Many
scholars believe the Gospel of Matthew was
written sometime between 60-70 A.D.
Matthew included many Old Testament
verses as he wrote. This helps us know he was
writing to a Jewish audience. Jews of that day

The term “kingdom of heaven” is used
in Matthew is a unique way. Matthew writes it
as a Jewish phrase, and it only appears in this
Gospel.
Matthew also has much to say about the
law, faith, forgiveness, and much more. We
can learn much about how to live the Christian
life by reading Matthew’s Gospel.
The main themes of the Gospel of
Matthew include:
 Jesus Christ the King
 The Messiah
 Kingdom of God
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 Jesus’ Teaching
 Jesus’ Death, Resurrection, and Kingship

As the writing team for this unit, our
prayer is that this study of the Gospel of
Matthew will awaken us all to the majesty of
King Jesus. Let us work toward living more
faithfully as we serve our King. May we all
join Him in the good work of His kingdom.

About the Writers
Margaret Gayle wrote the Study Guide and
Teaching Guide for Lessons 1-3. Living
overseas in Vietnam and Indonesia, she and
her late husband, Jim, served as missionaries.
Margaret is a member of First Baptist Church,
Hurst.
Phyllis Merritt wrote Lessons 4-7 in the
Study Guide and Teaching Guide. She has
taught ESL since 1970 and travels to China
each summer to teach English. She and her
husband, Jack, are members of Columbus
Avenue Baptist Church in Waco.
Janet Roberts wrote Lesson 8 in the Study
Guide. She has taught ESL since 1976 and
serves as a home missionary in Plano, Texas,
where she trains teachers. She has four
children and two granddaughters.
Judy Hughes wrote Lessons 9-14 in the
Study Guide and Lessons 8-14 in the Teaching
Guide. Judy has taught English for many years
and is an ESL trainer. She and her husband, a
retired pastor, now attend First Baptist Church,
Belton.
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Matthew: Jesus and His Kingdom
Lesson Overview
Lesson 1

The Arrival of the King

Matthew 1:18 to 2:12

Lesson 2

The Introduction of the King

Matthew 3

Lesson 3

The Temptation of the King

Matthew 4:1-11

Lesson 4

How to be a Happy Follower of Christ Matthew 5:1-12

Lesson 5

Jesus Completes the Law

Matthew 5:17-18, 20-24, 27- 28, 34-48

Lesson 6

Treasure the Right Treasure

Matthew 6:19-34

Lesson 7

Knowing Right and Wrong

Matthew 7:1-17, 21-29

Lesson 8

Faith in the Kingdom

Matthew 13:1-23

Lesson 9

Forgiveness in the Kingdom

Matthew 18:21-35

Lesson 10

The Surprise of Belonging to the
Kingdom

Matthew 20:1-16

Lesson 11

King Jesus is the Son of God

Matthew 26:47-50, 57-66, 27:11-26

Lesson 12

King Jesus Died on a Cross

Matthew 27:32-54

Lesson 13

Jesus Is Resurrected and Made King

Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20

Christmas The Dedication of Baby Jesus
Lesson

Luke 2:21-38
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Matthew: Jesus and His Kingdom
Word List
Lesson 1
accuse: to say that someone is guilty of a
fault or crime
claim: to say something is tr ue when other
people say it may not be true
destiny: a futur e decided by God
disgrace: to cause someone to feel ashamed
likely: without much doubt; pr obably
pretend: to act in a way that is not tr ue
threaten: to say that you will har m someone
Lesson 2
buzz: activity, excitement
drawing: causing someone to come near
forerunner: someone that comes befor e
another
humble: not thinking you ar e better than
other people
intriguing: extr emely inter esting
vivid: clear , br ight
Lesson 3
arrogant: showing an attitude of believing
one is better than other people
character: the way a per son thinks, feels, or
behaves
crave: to have a ver y str ong desir e
ineffective: not pr oducing the r esult that is
wanted
subtle: har d to see or notice
widow: a woman whose husband has died
Lesson 4
Beatitudes: The Latin wor d for blessed,
happy, or fortunate is beatus, from which we

get the word beatitude
happy: joy that no difficult times can take
away
sermon: a speech, a lectur e about God’s
Word
Lesson 5
completed: whole, per fect, finished, lacking
nothing
perfect: completeness/matur ity, fulfilling the
Law, love others as God loves us
revenge: a str ong desir e to injur e someone
who did wrong to you
vow: ser ious pr omise
Lesson 6
riches: lar ge amounts of money and
possessions
worry: to think all the time about pr oblems
and fears; to be torn apart
Lesson 7
depend on: place trust in, rely
judge: to decide if someone or something is
good or bad
value: usefulness or impor tance
Lesson 8
cluttered: to fill or cover something with too
many things
faith: str ong belief that God lives; tr ust in
God
measure: a way of judging something
parable: a shor t stor y that teaches a mor al
or spiritual lesson
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Matthew: Jesus and His Kingdom
Word List
respond: to r eact to something someone says
soil: the top layer of ear th in which plants
grow
Lesson 9
attitude: the way you think and feel about
someone or something.
debt: an amount of money you owe to a
person or bank
generous: fr eely giving money, help or time
Lesson 10
calculate: to figur e the size or amount of
something by using math
earn: to get something because of work you
have done
generosity: the quality of being kind,
understanding, and unselfish
harvest: the amount of a cr op to be gather ed
wages: an amount that a worker is paid based
on the number of hours or days that are worked
Lesson 11
betray: to give information about a friend to
his enemy; to hurt a friend on purpose
defend: to fight to keep someone or
something safe
guilty: r esponsible for committing a cr ime
or doing something bad or wrong
identity: who someone tr uly is; the qualities
that make someone different from others
innocent: not guilty of a cr ime or other
wrong act
resist: to tr y to stop something or someone

Lesson 12
absent: not pr esent, not in the same place
character: the way someone thinks, feels and
behaves
conditions: something that you must do or
accept in order for something to happen
crucified: killed by nailing or tying his
hands and feet to a cross
presence: near ness or closeness
whimper: to make cr ying sounds; to
complain in a weak way
Lesson 13
commission: an order to do or make something
disciple: someone who follows the teachings
of Jesus
resurrected: J esus was r etur ned to life after
His death
witness: a per son who sees something
happen and tells about it
Christmas Lesson
covenant: a for mal and ser ious agr eement
about what should be done; a promise
dedicate: to decide that something or someone
will be intended for only one purpose; to give
to the Lord in a ceremony
dedication: an official ceremony saying that
something or someone has a special purpose
fast: to go without food
provide: to supply something that is needed
or wanted
sacrifice: a per son or animal that is killed
for the forgiveness of sin
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Matthew: Jesus and His Kingdom
Memory Verses
Lesson 1
“They said, ‘Where is the King of the Jews
Who has been born? We have seen His star in
the East. We have come to worship Him.’”
(Matthew 2:2)
Lesson 2
“He said, ‘Be sorry for your sins and turn from
them! The holy nation of heaven is near.’”
(Matthew 3:2)
Lesson 3
“God is faithful. He will not allow you to be
tempted more than you can take. But when you
are tempted, He will make a way for you to
keep from falling into sin.” (1 Corinthians
10:13)
Lesson 4
“Be glad and full of joy because your reward
will be much in heaven.” (Matthew 5:12a)
Lesson 5
“Do not think that I have come to do away with
the Law of Moses or the writings of the early
preachers. I have not come to do away with
them but to complete them.” (Matthew 5:17)
Lesson 6
“First of all, look for the holy nation of God.
Be right with Him. All these other things will
be given to you.” (Matthew 6:33)
Lesson 7
“Do for other people whatever you would like
to have them do for you.” (Matthew 7:12a)

Lesson 8
“A man cannot please God unless he has faith.
Anyone who comes to God must believe that
He is. That one must also know that God gives
what is promised to the one who keeps on
looking for Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)
Lesson 9
“You must be kind to each other. Think of the
other person. Forgive other people just as God
forgave you because of Christ’s death on the
cross.” (Ephesians 4:32)
Lesson 10
“So those who are last will be first and the first
will be last.” (Matthew 20:16)
Lesson 11
“Jesus said to him, ‘What you said is true. I say
to you, from now on you will see the Son of
Man seated on the right hand of the Allpowerful God. You will see Him coming on
the clouds of the sky.’” (Matthew 26:64)
Lesson 12
“But God showed His love to us. While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
(Romans 5:8)
Lesson 13
“Go and make followers of all the nations.
Baptize them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to
do all the things I have told you. And I am with
you always, even to the end of the
world.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
Christmas Lesson
“My eyes have seen the One Who will save
men from the punishment of their sins.”
(Luke 2:30)
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Matthew:
Jesus and His Kingdom

Lesson 1:
The Arrival of the King
Bible Text
Matthew 1:18 to 2:12
Memory Verse
“They said, ‘Where is the King of the Jews Who
has been born? We have seen His star in the
East. We have come to worship Him.’”
(Matthew 2:2)
Word List
accuse: to say that someone is guilty of a fault or
crime
claim: to say something is true when other
people say it may not be true
destiny: a future decided by God
disgrace: to cause someone to feel ashamed
likely: without much doubt; probably
pretend: to act in a way that is not true
threaten: to say that you will harm someone
Binh came to the United States as a
small child and an orphan. He only knew he
was left in an orphanage by his mother. Thirty
years later, Binh heard from a man in

to the man talk. He told Binh why he was left
at the orphanage. He told Binh that his mother
was alive. Binh traveled to the city where his
mother lived. She showed him the blanket she
wrapped him in as a baby. Binh was very
happy. He no longer doubted. He had proof
this man and woman were indeed his parents.
Matthew, one of Jesus’ closest
followers, wrote a book about Jesus’ life. He
wanted his Jewish people to understand who
Jesus was. He wanted them to know that Jesus
was the promised Christ. In his book,
Matthew quoted Old Testament Scriptures.
He showed that Jesus’ birth happened just as
the early preachers said it would. The Jews
wanted the Christ to be an earthly king. So
Matthew wrote about a kingdom where Christ
rules in people’s hearts. He wanted them to
know that Jesus was more than an interesting
person who had amazing power. He wanted
them to know that Jesus was the Christ, the
King for whom they had waited for many
centuries. Matthew wanted them to believe in
Jesus. He wanted them to worship Him.
The Miraculous Arrival
(Matthew 1:18-25)
Joseph learned that Mary, the girl to

Vietnam. The man claimed he was his father.

whom he was promised in marriage, was

But Binh doubted. He was afraid. He had no

going to have a baby. He didn’t understand

proof that this man was his father. So he

how this could be. He was legally bound to

decided to go to Vietnam to meet the man.

Mary, but they had not had the formal

The man and Binh looked alike. Binh listened

marriage ceremony. They had not lived
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together as husband and wife.
Matthew wrote that Joseph was a good
man. But marrying Mary in her condition was
a risk. People could accuse them of having sex

came to save people from their sin. He came
to save people from every race and nation
who would trust in Him.
Matthew quoted a prophecy from the

before marriage. If he did not marry Mary, she Old Testament book of Isaiah (Isaiah 7:14). A
would face public disgrace. And worse, the

young woman who had never had a man

Law said she should be stoned to death.

would give birth to a royal son. He would be

Joseph faced a difficult decision. Because he

called Immanuel, which means “God with

was a good man, he did not want to make it

us.” Matthew said this verse pointed to Jesus,

hard on Mary. He decided to break the

the true Immanuel. The Creator God became a

promised marriage quietly.

human being. He became one with us to save

No one knows how Mary told Joseph

us from our sin. He came so we can know

about the baby. She likely explained to him

God personally. God is with all who receive

about the angel’s visit and message to her

Him as Savior. “God with us” is the central

(Luke 26–35). Joseph likely found the story

meaning of Christmas.

hard to believe. But just as God sent an angel

Joseph was faithful to follow the

messenger to Mary, the angel also came to

instructions of the angel. He kept his promise

Joseph in a dream. He called Joseph “son of

to marry Mary. He did not have sexual

David” because Joseph was from the family

relations with her until after Jesus’ birth.

line of King David. He would become Jesus’

Joseph was also faithful to name Mary’s child

adoptive father. So Jesus would have family

Jesus. Mary and Joseph faithfully followed

ties to King David. The early preachers said

God’s plan. Later God blessed them with

the promised Christ-King would come from

other children. (See Mark 6:3.)

the family line of David.
The angel explained everything to
Joseph. He should not be afraid to marry

A Little Child to Stir Up Kingdoms
(Matthew 2:1-12)
Matthew wrote to give proof that Jesus

Mary. She was to have a baby by the Holy

was the longed-for Christ-King. First, he

Spirit. The angel gave Joseph the name for the

pointed to the city where Jesus was born. The

child. The name was Jesus, which in Hebrew

early preachers said the birthplace would be

mean “God saves.” This name pointed to the

Bethlehem, a city of great importance to the

destiny of J esus. He came not to save the

Jews. Jesus was born in this great city. Next,

Jews from Roman rule as they thought. He

Matthew described some unusual visitors. The
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visitors came searching for a newborn king

Herod immediately called the religious

and they brought gifts fitting for a royal child.

leaders together. He wanted to learn what the

(See Isaiah 60:3, 6.)

early preachers said about the arrival of the

The visitors were wise men from the

Christ-King. Where would he be born? “In

East who studied the stars. They watched for

Bethlehem of Judea,” they told him. Herod

changes in the heavens. They believed the

knew this new king would threaten his rule.

changes told secrets of earthly events. One

He was afraid of losing his power. So he

night they saw a bright and unusual star in the

pretended to want to wor ship the new king.

sky. They believed it was a sign for the

He secretly met with the wise men, and gave

Jewish people. They knew that the Jews were

them instructions. They should go to

waiting for and expecting a king to be born.

Bethlehem and find the child. They should

They decided to travel to find the king and

bring him back a report. Then he would go

worship him.

and worship the child, too.

The wise men went first to Jerusalem,

The wise men traveled with one

the capital city. The religious leaders and

purpose—to find and honor the new king. The

teachers of the Law were in Jerusalem. Surely

star guided them. When the star stopped over

they would know where the new king was

a house, they felt great joy. They had found

born. The wise men told about the star they

the house where Mary and the child were.

saw in the East. They asked about the new

These great and wise men entered the house

king that was born. King Herod and all the

and bowed before the child. They brought out

people became worried. Herod did not want

expensive gifts and gave to him. They

to lose his throne. The people did not want

worshiped the Child-King.

trouble with the Roman rulers. The arrival of
their Christ-King might mean war.

Things to Think About

Then God once again spoke in a dream.
He warned the wise men about Herod. They
didn’t return to Jerusalem to report to Herod.
They went back to their country another way.

1. Jesus’ birth happened as the early preachers
said it would. How does this strengthen your faith?

History does not record what happened to the

2. What question would you most like to ask Mary?
To ask Joseph?

met Jesus was ever the same.

3. How did Joseph show he was a good man?
4. Is there something you could give to God to
honor Him?

wise men. But we know that no one who ever

Things to Remember
The birth of Jesus calls for a response
from every person. The wise men worshiped
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Him. What is your response to King Jesus?

2:1 Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in
the country of Judea. It was the time when Herod
Are you bringing Him your worship? What
was king of that part of the country. Soon after
gifts do you have to offer Him? Let us be
Jesus was born, some wise men who learned
amazed and worship the Christ-King who
things from stars came to Jerusalem from the East.
2 They asked, “Where is the King of the Jews
loves us and wants a personal relationship
Who has been born? We have seen His star in the
with us.
East. We have come to worship Him.”
____________________
3 King Herod heard this. He and all the people of
Matthew 1:18 to 2:12
Jerusalem were worried.
18 The birth of Jesus Christ was like this: Mary
4 He called together all the religious leaders of the
His mother had been promised in marriage to
Jews and the teachers of the Law. Herod asked
Joseph. Before they were married, it was learned them where Christ was to be born.
that she was to have a baby by the Holy Spirit.
5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea. The
19 Joseph was her promised husband. He was a
early preacher wrote,
good man and did not want to make it hard for
6 ‘You, Bethlehem of Judah, are not the least of
Mary in front of people. He thought it would be
the leaders of Judah. Out of you will come a King
good to break the promised marriage without
Who will lead My people the Jews.’”
people knowing it.
7 Then Herod had a secret meeting with the men
20 While he was thinking about this, an angel of
who learned things from stars. He asked them
the Lord came to him in a dream. The angel said, about what time the star had been seen.
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and
Mary as your wife. She is to become a mother by find the young Child. When you find Him, let me
the Holy Spirit.
know. Then I can go and worship Him also.”
21 A Son will be born to her. You will give Him
9 After the king had spoken, they went on their
the name Jesus because He will save His people
way. The star they had seen in the East went
from the punishment of their sins.”
before them. It came and stopped over the place
22 This happened as the Lord said it would
where the young Child was.
happen through the early preacher.
10 When they saw the star, they were filled with
23 He said, “The young woman, who has never
much joy.
had a man, will give birth to a Son. They will
11 They went into the house and found the young
give Him the name Immanuel. This means God
Child with Mary, His mother. Then they got down
with us.”
before Him and worshiped Him. They opened
24 Joseph awoke from his sleep. He did what the their bags of riches and gave Him gifts of gold
angel of the Lord told him to do. He took Mary as and perfume and spices.
his wife.
12 Then God spoke to them in a dream. He told
25 But he did not have her, as a husband has a
them not to go back to Herod. So they went to
wife, until she gave birth to a Son. Joseph gave
their own country by another road.
Him the name Jesus.
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and ask for their help. Are there families in
the church who could keep a student for a

in Simplified English

short while? They keep on asking until they

Matthew:
Jesus and His Kingdom

get homes for every student. These campus

Lesson 2:
The Introduction of the King
Bible Text
Matthew 3
Memory Verse
“He said, ‘Be sorry for your sins and turn from
them! The holy nation of heaven is near.’”
(Matthew 3:2)

ministries take care of the new students. They
find them a place to stay. They introduce
them to an American family. Their help
prepares the way for the students to begin
school well. It prepares them for a good
experience in the U.S.
The King’s Forerunner
(Matthew 3:1-6)
Matthew told the story of Jesus’ arrival
with vivid detail. The details helped the

Word List
buzz: activity, excitement
drawing: causing someone to come near
forerunner: someone that comes before another
humble: not thinking you are better than other
people
intriguing: extremely interesting
vivid: clear, bright
Every year thousands of international

Jewish people understand that Jesus’ arrival
happened as the early preachers said it would.
Matthew told about a person who came before
Christ to prepare the way. He quoted the early
preacher Isaiah who said a forerunner to
Christ would come. This person would “make
the road straight for the Christ.” In Matthew’s

students arrive in the United States to study.

time, roads were often made of rocks. They

Often they find their apartment or dorm room

had to be cleared and smoothed so royal

is not yet ready for them to occupy. The

leaders could travel with ease. Matthew

students may speak limited English. They

introduced John the Baptist as the forerunner

don’t know what to do. Christian campus

of Christ. His job was to make the way clear

ministries know the students need help. They

for Christ’s coming. He preached a message

come to their aid. They prepare the way for

to prepare people’s hearts for Christ.

the students to get a temporary place to stay.
The campus ministries call churches

The Jews longed for the Christ to come.
For 400 years they had waited for their
promised King. But God had not spoken.
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They were hoping their King would do away

proud. He knew they were not truly sorry for

with their enemies. They hoped he would

their sin. He knew they thought being Jews,

deliver them from Roman rule. They wanted

children of Abraham, was enough. But being

him to make their nation strong again.

a Jew wasn’t enough. Family lineage was not

Now, a strange man preaching in the

more important than beliefs and actions. The

desert that their long-awaited King was

baptism John called for meant an inward

arriving. Matthew gave vivid details of the

change of heart. John warned the crowd about

scene. He said the strange looking man was

a judgment to come. He said that even a tree

the latest “buzz ar ound town.” He was

that does not produce good fruit will be cut

drawing huge cr owds of people fr om

down. He knew if people’s hearts were pure,

Jerusalem and all the country of Judea and

they would bear good fruit. Then they would

near the Jordan River. The scene was like

be open to believing and following Jesus. If

today when a new Star W ars movie comes

people’s hearts were not pure, they would face

out. People from everywhere rush out to see it. judgment.
No doubt John the Baptist drew crowds

John the Baptist was a humble man. He

because he was different. Camel-hair clothes

pointed people away from himself to Christ.

with a leather belt were not the usual dress.

He preached to prepare people’s hearts for

Most people did not eat locusts and wild

Christ. Christ would bring the message of

honey. But John’s message was different, too.

salvation. He would baptize with a greater

His message was intriguing. He called people

baptism than water. He would baptize with

to be sorry for their sins and to turn from

fire and the Holy Spirit. John wanted them to

them. He announced what the Jews thought

know that Christ would purify their hearts like

they wanted to hear, that “the holy nation of

fire. God’s Spirit would live in clean hearts.

heaven is near.” Some people heard John’s

John used an example from farm life to

message and wanted to change. They were

help the crowd understand. At the end of

sorry for their sin and were baptized.

harvest, the wheat grain is separated from the
chaff. The wheat is used to make flour for

A Message of Action
(Matthew 3:7-12)
Many religious leaders were in the
crowd, too. They asked to be baptized. But
John knew their hearts. He knew they were

bread, but the chaff is burned up. People who
truly change and receive Christ are like the
wheat. They have God’s Holy Spirit and are
blessed. But people who refuse to change and
believe in Christ face eternal punishment.
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The King’s Baptism
(Matthew 3:13-17)
Surprised when Jesus came to him to
be baptized, John at first objected. He had
heard of Jesus’ miraculous birth. His mother

complete. He had made the road straight for
Christ. He had gone before Jesus to call
people to prepare their hearts to receive Him.
Now the One to come was here!

may have told him of Mary’s visit to her

Things to Remember

when she was pregnant. (See Luke 1:39–45.)
But John knew this man standing before him
had no sin to be sorry for and turn from. So
John asked Jesus to baptize him instead. He
understood that all men—including himself—
are sinners and need to have their hearts
cleansed and changed. But Jesus was ready to
begin His mission to bring salvation to all
people. So He said, “Let it be done now.”
John understood it was the right thing to do.
So he agreed and baptized Jesus. When Jesus
came out of the water, God expressed His
pleasure. The heavens opened and God’s
Spirit came like a dove and rested on Jesus.
Then God spoke: This is My much-loved Son.

Jesus’ baptism began His public
ministry in the world. It was as if the Spirit of
God came like a dove and rested on Jesus to
crown Him King. Those of us who believe in
Jesus receive the Holy Spirit in our lives. The
Holy Spirit assures us we are saved from the
punishment of our sin. Jesus is the One who
saves, but baptism is important. It symbolizes
that we have a changed, new life in Christ.
John and Jesus came just as the early
preachers said they would. Matthew wrote his
Gospel to give proof that the King had arrived.
Jesus is the King, and we are to serve and
obey Him.
____________________

I am very happy with Him.
No longer was God silent. He spoke!
His words assured John that Jesus was the
long-awaited Christ-King. John’s job was

Matthew 3
1 In those days John the Baptist came
preaching in the desert in the country of Judea.
2 He said, “Be sorry for your sins and turn
from them! The holy nation of heaven is

Things to Think About
1. Why do you think people went out to hear John
the Baptist?
2. What in Matthew’s story of John the Baptist and
Jesus’ baptism do you find most meaningful?
3. How would you explain the meaning of baptism?

near.”
3 The early preacher Isaiah spoke of this man.
He said, “Listen! His voice calls out in the
desert! ‘Make the way ready for the Lord.
Make the road straight for Him!’”
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4 John wore clothes made of hair from

grain He will put into a building. He will burn

camels. He had a leather belt around him. His

that which is no good with a fire that cannot be

food was locusts and wild honey.

put out.”

5 Then the people of Jerusalem and of all the

13 Jesus came from Galilee. He went to John at

country of Judea and those from near the

the Jordan River to be baptized by him.

Jordan River went to him.

14 John tried to stop Him. He said, “I need to

6 Those who told of their sins were baptized

be baptized by You. Do You come to me?”

by him in the Jordan River.

15 Jesus said to him, “Let it be done now. We

7 He saw many proud religious law-keepers

should do what is right.” John agreed and

and other people of the religious group who

baptized Jesus.

believe no one will be raised from the dead.

16 When Jesus came up out of the water, the

They were coming to him to be baptized. He

heavens opened. He saw the Spirit of God

said to them, “You family of snakes! Who

coming down and resting on Jesus like a dove.

told you how to keep from God’s anger that is

17 A voice was heard from heaven. It said,

coming?

“This is My much-loved Son. I am very happy

8 Do something to show me that your hearts

with Him.”

are changed.
9 Do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We
have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you,
God can make children for Abraham out of
these stones.
10 “Even now the ax is on the root of the
trees. Every tree that does not give good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire.
11 For sure, I baptize with water those who
are sorry for their sins and turn from them.
The One Who comes after me will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. He is
greater than I. I am not good enough to take
off His shoes.
12 He comes ready to clean the grain. He will
gather the grain in and clean it all. The clean
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Matthew:
Jesus and His Kingdom

Lesson 3:
The Temptation of the King
Bible Text
Matthew 4:1-11
Memory Verse
“God is faithful. He will not allow you to be
tempted more than you can take. But when you
are tempted, He will make a way for you to keep
from falling into sin.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)
Word List
arrogant: showing an attitude of believing one is
better than other people
character: the way a person thinks, feels, or
behaves
crave: to have a very strong desire
ineffective: not producing the result that is
wanted
subtle: hard to see or notice
widow: a woman whose husband has died
After 54 years of marriage to a

because it felt hard to go by myself. I was
well on my way to becoming an ineffective,
“pity-me” person. Then a caring friend shared
with me some beautiful verses from the Old
Testament about God’s care for widows. God
defends widows, brings about justice for
them, and shows His love for them. These
verses helped me feel the special love God
has for widows. And they became a strong
weapon to use against Satan when he came to
tempt me to think that as a widow, my life
was over.
God’s Word helped me to focus on the
life ahead of me and to know God has a
purpose for me as a widow. Satan wanted to
make my life ineffective. God wants to give
me life abundant.
What We Want—Physical Desires
(Matthew 4:1-4)
The Holy Spirit was present at Jesus’
baptism. He came in the form of a dove and
rested on Jesus. God the Father spoke in a
voice from heaven, saying Jesus was His

wonderful husband, I became a widow, and I

beloved Son. The scene at Jesus’ baptism is

didn’t like even the sound of the word. I now

beautiful. But next, the Holy Spirit led Jesus

had to adjust to living alone. Satan knew that

into a desert. This picture in our minds is not

this was a time when I would be weak. On

so comforting. A desert is hot, and Jesus was

lonely days, I was tempted to turn to coffee for alone. He was fasting.
comfort. To keep from facing a new day

Jesus, no doubt, felt a need to fast.

alone, I was tempted to stay in bed. I didn’t

Perhaps He was fasting from food to have

want to go out—especially to church—

more time for prayer with His Father. Perhaps
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He was seeking direction for His mission on

chose to trust God. He knew that living by

earth. He fasted a very long time, 40 days and

God’s word was better than physical bread.

40 nights. At the end of this time He was
hungry. Most of us have a hard time just
skipping a meal, so we can imagine that Jesus
was weak and in need of food.
That’s when Satan appeared and began
to tempt Jesus. He temped Jesus where He
was the weakest at that moment, His need for
food. Satan’s temptation came in the form of
questioning Jesus’ role as Son of God: If you
are God’s Son, then surely you can satisfy
your own need for food. What a subtle

What We Crave—Position and Control
(Matthew 4:5-7)
Satan’s second temptation was just as
subtle as the first. Taking Jesus in a vision to
the high part of the temple in Jerusalem, Satan
challenged Jesus to throw himself down.
Since Jesus had quoted Scripture to Satan in
the first temptation, Satan now quoted a
Scripture to Jesus. He quoted Psalm 91:11–12.
Satan was tempting Jesus to test His heavenly

temptation this was! All of Satan’s

Father: W ouldn’t God send angels to catch

temptations are subtle. The real purpose

you? Wouldn’t God save you? Don’t you want

behind the temptation was to get Jesus to

to draw attention to yourself? And wouldn’t

doubt God’s ability—or His willingness—to

this prove you are really God’s Son?

care for Him.
Satan brings subtle temptations to us
too. On the surface the temptation seems
harmless. We all have physical needs and
desires, from food to just having fun. But God
has set boundaries for how we are to satisfy
our physical needs. Satan tempts us to satisfy
them in improper ways. His purpose behind
the temptation is to get us to fall into trouble.
Satan tempted Jesus to satisfy His need for
food. But Jesus knew He was called to satisfy
the needs of others. He knew what the
Scriptures say, too. He quoted Deuteronomy
8:3: Bread alone is not enough! We should
live by every word that God speaks. Jesus

Satan didn’t fully know Jesus’
character. He mistakenly thought J esus
was arrogant. He thought Jesus would want to
prove Himself to the world with a show. But
Jesus knew who He was. He knew He is
God’s Son. He knew His mission on earth was
to be a suffering servant—to die on the cross.
He did not come to show off His power and
draw attention to Himself. He was willing to
follow the path set out for Him from eternity.
Once again Jesus replied to Satan with
Scripture. Deuteronomy 6:16 says that we are
not to tempt the Lord our God. Jesus did not
need to prove who He was. He did not need to
tempt God to save Him. He did not need to
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test God’s provision for Him. He knew He

nations of the world—if only Jesus would bow

was God’s “much-loved Son.” He had heard

before him and worship him. This was a pretty

the voice from heaven.

ridiculous offer by Satan. Jesus knew the

How often Satan tempts us to want to

glories of heaven! He knew so much more

prove we are “somebody” before others. We

about the nations of the world than Satan did.

want others to think well of us. We want to

He knew the nations of this world would not

show others that we have worth, influence, or

last forever. He knew earthly treasures do not

strength. Because of pride, we try hard to

compare to heavenly riches. He knew that all

prove our worth to others. We often crave the

power had been given to Him in heaven and

good opinion of others. God’s Spirit is

on earth. And the people in the nations of the

available to help us overcome temptations

world were the very people He had come to

like this. He reminds us that we, too, are

save.

God’s child, beloved by Him. He reminds us

Jesus’ response to Satan was quick. He

that when we are tempted, God makes a way

would not worship him. He would worship

for us to keep from falling into sin

and obey only God. Quoting Deuteronomy

(1 Corinthians 10:13).

6:13, Jesus commanded Satan to leave.
When the devil went away, angels came

What We Desire—Power and Possessions
(Matthew 4:8-11)
Satan wasn’t finished tempting Jesus

and cared for Jesus. Matthew used few words
to describe this scene, but we get a beautiful
picture in our minds. We can imagine the

yet. This time he took Jesus to a high

angels bringing Jesus something to eat.

mountain. Once again, he showed his lack of

Perhaps they stayed a while to give Him

understanding of Jesus. He offered Jesus the

emotional and spiritual comfort. Jesus had
resisted Satan’s temptations. In the future, He

Things to Think About
1. In what areas of your life are you most tempted:
physical, emotional, spiritual?
2. Have you ever had a great temptation that you
overcame?

would face other confrontations with Satan.
But, for now, He was refreshed.
Things to Remember
Jesus used Scripture to resist Satan’s

3. When you are tempted to want to “prove” yourself,
is there a Scripture that helps you overcome?

offers and, ultimately, commanded him to

4. What truth from this lesson will you take with you
this week?

that Jesus experienced. Satan is our enemy

leave. We face the same kinds of temptations
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who seeks to kill and destroy our life. He

9 He said to Jesus, “I will give You all these

causes us to question whether God knows

nations if You will get down at my feet and

best and whether He is really good. We can

worship me.”

resist temptation the same as Jesus did. When

10 Jesus said to the devil, “Get away, Satan. It

we do, we give God opportunity to show His

is written, ‘You must worship the Lord your

power in our life.

God. You must obey Him only.’”

____________________
Matthew 4:1-11
1 Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit to a desert.
There He was tempted by the devil.
2 Jesus went without food for forty days and
forty nights. After that He was hungry.
3 The devil came tempting Him and said, “If
You are the Son of God, tell these stones to
be made into bread.”
4 But Jesus said, “It is written, ‘Man is not to
live on bread only. Man is to live by every
word that God speaks.’”
5 Then the devil took Jesus up to Jerusalem,
the holy city. He had Jesus stand on the
highest part of the house of God.
6 The devil said to Him, “If You are the Son
of God, throw Yourself down. It is written,
‘He has told His angels to look after You. In
their hands they will hold You up. Then Your
foot will not hit against a stone.’”
7 Jesus said to the devil, “It is written also,
‘You must not tempt the Lord your God.’”
8 Again the devil took Jesus to a very high
mountain. He had Jesus look at all the nations
of the world to see how great they were.

11 Then the devil went away from Jesus.
Angels came and cared for Him.

Lesson 4 ● Page 21

Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Matthew:
Jesus and His Kingdom

Lesson 4:
How to be a Happy
Follower of Christ
Bible Text
Matthew 5:1-12
Memory Verse
“Be glad and full of joy because your reward will
be much in heaven.” (Matthew 5:12a)
Word List
Beatitudes: The Latin word for blessed, happy,
or fortunate is beatus, from which we get the
word beatitude
happy: joy that no difficult times can take away
sermon: a speech, a lecture about God’s Word
During the summer of 1963, I was
home watching our old black-and-white TV. I
saw many people who had gathered in
Washington, D.C. A man began to speak, and
I leaned forward in my chair to hear him
better. This was the day Martin Luther King,
Jr., gave his famous “I Have a Dream”
speech. I have never forgotten that day or the
power of his message.
Jesus’ Teaching on the Mountain
Something special also happened when

people heard Jesus speak. They also began
watching what Jesus did. They could see there
was something out of the ordinary about Him.
Jesus had been out with His followers. While
He was walking He taught. They saw the
mighty works He did to heal the sick. They
listened to what He taught about God. He
taught with real power.
People wanted to hear more. Jesus went
up into a mountain. There He sat down and
taught His followers. In those days the teacher
sat down and the listeners stood. They wanted
to learn from Jesus.
We often call Matthew chapter 5:1 to
chapter 7:29 the “Sermon on the Mount.” It
can also be called “Jesus’ Teaching on the
Mountain.”
The main subject of Jesus’ teaching
was God’s Holy Nation or God’s Kingdom,
or the Kingdom of Heaven. We learn how to
live as part of God’s nation. We learn how to
live a life that pleases God, how to live a life
of love and wisdom.
The Bible verses of Matthew 5:1-12 are
called by some the Beatitudes, which means
blessings in the Latin language. Blessings can
also mean to be happy. But it is a special kind
of being happy. These verses teach us how to
be full of joy on the inside even when things
are not perfect around us. The Spirit of God
lives in His believers and gives us His joy.
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Jesus began teaching a new way to live

because of their sin. This is the right thing to

to be blessed. We can be very happy. We can

do. They want Jesus to come into their lives

live a satisfied life. Each of the Beatitudes has

and make them clean.

two parts, the way our life is now and what

We might say, “Oh God I have hurt

will happen because of living the right way. In

You and I have hurt others. Forgive me.”

almost every case the first part is from the Old

Jesus told them God was with them and one

Testament. Jesus gave special meaning to

day He would take away their tears forever.

these teachings. More than actions, they are
who we are to be. We are to love and be
humble. These inward qualities have promised
rewards.

“Those who have no pride in their hearts are
happy, because the earth will be given to
them.” (verse 5)
It is the poor and burdened who will be

Those Who Suffer Are Happy
(Matthew 5:3-6)

given the earth. They depend on God. They
are not selfish. They think of others before

“Those who know there is nothing good in

they think of themselves. They are gentle

themselves are happy, because the holy

with others. They are not like rich rulers who

nation of heaven is theirs.” (verse 3)

think only of themselves.

Many people who listened to Jesus
were poor. Some had to beg for money or
food. The first group of people Jesus called
happy are those who know they have nothing
good in themselves. They are poor in spirit.

“Those who are hungry and thirsty to be right
with God are happy, because they will be
filled.” (verse 6)
The people who want to do good and be

These are people who know they must depend

good will be satisfied. Jesus died for us to be

on God for love and kindness. Others who

made right with God. When He died and rose

have money might think they need nothing.

again, He gave us His own goodness. We

They are the ones who are really poor. They

have a new life. Jesus’ listeners were hungry

would not receive the kingdom of heaven.

and thirsty in their bodies and their spirits.
They wanted to do what God wanted, not

“Those who have sorrow are happy,
because they will be comforted.” (verse 4)
These are not only people who are sad
because someone has died. They are also sad

what they wanted. God wants us to feel like
we're starving to be right with Him and He
will fill us up.
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Those Who Treat People Right are Happy
(Matthew 5:7-9)

the only truly pure One. He took away the sin

“Those who show loving-kindness are happy,

was perfect, could make it possible for us to

because they will have loving-kindness shown

see God. If we keep our heart, mind, thoughts,

to them.” (verse 7)

and decisions full of good, God says we'll

People who are kind are often happy.

of the world. Only the death of Jesus, Who

understand Him better.

God teaches us to be this way. He is kind to

“Those who make peace are happy, because

us and forgives our sins. We cannot work for

they will be called the sons of God.” (verse 9)

this and earn it. We want to be kind to others
even if they are not ever kind back to us. It
takes strength to be this way.

First comes peace with God, then peace
with others. Peace means a right relationship
with God and others. This is what God wants.

“Those who have a pure heart are happy,
because they will see God.” (verse 8)
We often say that our hearts are where
we think and make decisions about what we
do. People with a pure heart have a heart that
is not divided. They can see clearly because

Followers who work for peace are doing
God’s work. We must stand up for what is
right and help those without peace. God will
say that we are His children.
Those Who Have it Hard for Doing
Right are Happy (Matthew 5:10-12)

they are right with God. No one is pure

“Those who have it very hard for doing right

enough to see God without help. Jesus was

are happy, because the holy nation of heaven

Things to Think About
1. When people say bad things about you, are you
able to do the following?
Do not try to hurt them back.
Do not lose hope.
Do not grumble and complain.
Live a life that shows your faith in Christ.
2. What are some ways you can be a peacemaker?
3. Have you ever been as hungry and thirsty to be
right with God as you are to eat or drink?
4. How does God help you to live as a happy
follower?

is theirs.” (verse 10)
Jesus warned that all who want to live
for Him will have hard times. Some will suffer
because their way of life is not the same as the
world’s way of life. Those who make peace
are those who show loving-kindness, and have
pure hearts. People without pure hearts
become angry and sometimes hurt people.
In verses 11-12, Jesus spoke to each
follower to tell them they would be happy if
they suffer for God’s sake. They will have
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great rewards in heaven. To suffer is not

5 Those who have no pride in their hearts are

something new. Jesus and the early preachers

happy, because the earth will be given to them.

suffered the same way. As we stay true to

6 Those who are hungry and thirsty to be right

Jesus, there will be great rewards in heaven.

with God are happy, because they will be

These teachings also tell about joy that

filled.

followers of Jesus can have now. No one can

7 Those who show lovingkindness are happy,

take away this joy (John 16:22).

because they will have loving-kindness shown
to them.

Things to Remember
God calls us to be different from the

8 Those who have a pure heart are happy,
because they will see God.

rest of the world. These teachings are

9 Those who make peace are happy, because

impossible for us to do without God's

they will be called the sons of God.

help. Jesus did not tell us these things because

10 Those who have it very hard for doing right

He wanted us to fail. It will not be easy. We

are happy, because the holy nation of heaven is

all need help with how to do these things. Do

theirs.

not give up. We have all our lives to work on

11 You are happy when people act and talk in

them. Our reward will be great. God promises

a bad way to you and make it very hard for

that we will be truly happy if we follow these

you and tell bad things and lies about you

teachings.

because you trust in Me.
____________________
Matthew 5:1-12

12 Be glad and full of joy because your
reward will be much in heaven. They made it

1 Jesus saw many people. He went up on the

very hard for the early preachers who lived a

mountain and sat down. His followers came

long time before you.

to Him.
2 He began to teach them, saying,
3 "Those who know there is nothing good in
themselves are happy, because the holy
nation of heaven is theirs.
4 Those who have sorrow are happy,
because they will be comforted.
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The Right Way to Obey the Law
(Matthew 5:17-20)

Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Matthew:
Jesus and His Kingdom

Lesson 5:
Jesus Completes the Law

Jesus spoke to His followers as He
taught on the mountain. He said He had not
come to do away with the writings of the
early preachers. Jesus came so the Law would
be completed. He would fulfill the Law of
Moses. Jesus alone showed us what true
goodness is and what the Old Testament was

Bible Text
Matthew 5:17-18, 20-24, 27- 28, 34-48
Memory Verse
“Do not think that I have come to do away with
the Law of Moses or the writings of the early
preachers. I have not come to do away with them
but to complete them.” (Matthew 5:17)
Word List
completed: whole, perfect, finished, lacking
nothing
perfect: completeness/maturity, fulfilling the Law,
love others as God loves us
revenge: a strong desire to injure someone who
did wrong to you
vow: serious promise
A college student helped us work with
children one summer at our mission church.
She knew a lot about children, and she knew a
lot about the Bible. She also wanted to stay up
late at night to watch preachers on TV. The
problem? The next day she would be so tired
that she sometimes yelled at the children.
Jesus warned about those people who
had their minds filled with the words of the
Bible, but their hearts were not changed.

about.
Each time Jesus talked about any of the
laws, He began with, “You have heard.” Then
He told them, “But I say.” Jesus spoke with
power about the meaning of the laws.
The purpose of the Law was to teach
how to live the way God wanted. Jesus
reminded the followers that all of the Law
would last forever. It would last as long as all
that God had made lasted, including heaven
and earth. Not even something as small as a
comma or the dot on the letter i would be
changed.
Jesus showed two ways to think about
the laws. The people of that day had learned
much about what not to do. Jesus wanted
them to start thinking about what they should
do. Jesus wanted them to become His
followers, to be sorry for their sins and trust
Him. Jesus said we have to be “more right”
than the religious leaders of Jesus time. The
only way that can happen is for Jesus to live
in us.
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Jesus Taught About Anger and Killing
(Matthew 5:21-26)

A follower must refuse them completely. A
pure heart keeps the eyes pure.

Jesus did not change the law that says,
“You must not kill.” His teaching was to make
it stronger. God is also against thinking angry
thoughts that lead to killing. Life is important

Jesus Taught About What to Say
(Matthew 5:34-37)
This teaching is not about using bad

to God. We are made in His image. We must

words. It is about making a promise. The Old

not kill. We must not become angry with

Testament had laws about making a serious

others.

promise to God. Jesus said something very

As believers, we have been saved from

simple: Be honest. Tell the truth. There can be

God’s anger against sin. Jesus told us that

no difference between what you say and what

whoever is angry has sinned. Our thoughts

you do. People should be able to believe you

should be good because they lead to actions.

mean what you say.

We cannot worship God in the right way if we

Our words are very important. God

are not right with our brother. Jesus told us

used words to make the world. Jesus is called

how to do the right thing. First, we should go

the Word made flesh. If a person spoke a vow,

to make things right. Then we can worship

it should be kept. Some in that day would

God, Who looks at our hearts. When we are

make a promise in the name of Jerusalem,

made right by faith, we live a life that is right.

heaven, earth, or something else. Jesus said all
of these belong to God. It is the same as using

Jesus Taught About Husband and Wife
(Matthew 5:27, 28)
Marriage is God’s special plan for two
people. Sex is a powerful blessing for those
who are married. Jesus taught how important
it is to keep the promises of marriage.
Sometimes a person may choose to
imagine sexual sins with someone they are not
married to. This may start with a look that
leads to wrong thoughts or actions. Jesus
taught that these thoughts are a serious matter.

God’s name. When you say “yes” you mean
YES, when you say “no” you mean NO. We
can trust God to keep all of His promises.
Jesus is God’s YES to us.
Jesus Taught About Fighting
(Matthew 5:38-42)
People had heard how to treat their
enemies. The Law kept people from taking
revenge. Once again in these ver ses, J esus
taught that our thoughts matter.

Lesson 5 ● Page 27

A follower of Jesus must be willing to

relationship with God). One true sign of a

suffer loss rather than make someone else

follower of Jesus is to be able to love people

suffer. This includes physical suffering as

who are against them or who hurt them.

well as loss of property. If a person slaps a

The word for “love” means able to give

Christian in the face, the Christian should

whatever is needed for the good of another

walk away and not be in a fight. In Jesus’

person. Those who love and greet their

time a Roman soldier could tell someone to

enemies show they are growing more like

carry his things for a mile to give the soldier a

God. Jesus wants His followers to be

break. Jesus asked His followers to do even

“perfect,” which means “mature or whole.”

more to show Christian love. We should go

He wants us to show His love to others.

two miles.
It is not easy to do this. If we are
honest we might say it is impossible. We

Things to Remember
Jesus showed people what the Law of

want to treat others the way they treat us.

God meant. Followers must obey its purpose.

God’s love gives us a way to do more.

Jesus wants believers to live by a higher
standard—Himself. We must allow the power

Loving Those Who Hate You
(Matthew 5:34-48)
Jesus told His followers to love even
their enemies. If they loved only their
neighbor, they were no different from the tax
collectors (those people who had no

Things to Think About
1. After reading what Jesus said about God’s laws,
can you say that you keep them?
2. Who are some “enemies” you need to love and not
hate?
3. Do others see you as a person whose “yes means
yes” and “no means no?” Why or why not?
4. After reading Jesus’ teaching on killing and anger,
do you have anything to be sorry for?
5. What did Jesus mean when he told us to “be
perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect?”

of the Holy Spirit to help us live God's way.
We cannot do it alone.
____________________
Matthew 5:17-18, 20-24, 27-28, 34-48
17 "Do not think that I have come to do away
with the Law of Moses or the writings of the
early preachers. I have not come to do away with
them but to complete them.
18 I tell you, as long as heaven and earth last,
not one small mark or part of a word will pass
away of the Law of Moses until it has all been
done.”
…….
20 “I tell you, unless you are more right with
God than the teachers of the Law and the proud
religious law-keepers, you will never get into the
holy nation of heaven.
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21 "You have heard that men were told long
ago, 'You must not kill another person. If
someone does kill, he will be guilty and will be
punished for his wrong-doing.'
22 But I tell you that whoever is angry with his
brother will be guilty and have to suffer for his
wrong-doing. Whoever says to his brother, 'You
have no brains,' will have to stand in front of the
court. Whoever says, 'You fool,' will be sent to
the fire of hell.
23 If you take your gift to the altar and
remember your brother has something against
you,
24 leave your gift on the altar. Go and make
right what is wrong between you and him. Then
come back and give your gift.”
…….
27 "You have heard that it was said long ago,
'You must not do sex sins.'
28 But I tell you, anyone who even looks at a
woman with a sinful desire of wanting her has
already sinned in his heart.”
…….
34 “I tell you, do not use strong words when you
make a promise. Do not promise by heaven. It is
the place where God is.
35 Do not promise by earth. It is where He rests
His feet. Do not promise by Jerusalem. It is the
city of the great King.
36 Do not promise by your head. You are not
able to make one hair white or black.
37 Let your yes be YES. Let your no be NO.
Anything more than this comes from the devil.
38 "You have heard that it has been said, 'An
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.'

39 But I tell you, do not fight with the man who
wants to fight. Whoever hits you on the right side
of the face, turn so he can hit the other side also.
40 If any person takes you to court to get your
shirt, give him your coat also.
41 Whoever makes you walk a short way, go
with him twice as far.
42 Give to any person who asks you for
something. Do not say no to the man who wants
to use something of yours.
43 "You have heard that it has been said, 'You
must love your neighbor and hate those who hate
you.'
44 But I tell you, love those who hate you.
(*Respect and give thanks for those who say bad
things to you. Do good to those who hate you.)
Pray for those who do bad things to you and who
make it hard for you.
45 Then you may be the sons of your Father Who
is in heaven. His sun shines on bad people and on
good people. He sends rain on those who are
right with God and on those who are not right
with God.
46 If you love those who love you, what reward
can you expect from that? Do not even the tax
gatherers do that?
47 If you greet only the people you like, are you
doing any more than others? The people who do
not know God do that much.
48 You must be perfect as your Father in heaven
is perfect.
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Jesus Taught About Riches
(Matthew 6:19-21)

Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Matthew:
Jesus and His Kingdom

Lesson 6:
Treasure the Right Treasure
Bible Text
Matthew 6:19-34
Memory Verse
“First of all, look for the holy nation of God. Be
right with Him. All these other things will be given
to you.” (Matthew 6:33)
Word List
riches: large amounts of money and possessions
worry: to think all the time about problems and
fears; to be torn apart
It was almost time for my morning

What does it mean to “gather together
for yourself riches of this earth”? Sometimes
we think there is something that we must have
or we will not ever be happy. So we spend our
time dreaming of this or working for that or
hoping for this other thing. What are the
riches of this earth? For some it is money or
power or a perfect body. Some put in a lot of
time and energy to get and keep these kind of
riches.
Jesus warned His followers. Those who
want to be a part of His holy nation need to
have right thoughts about money and what
they own. Money itself is not good and it is
not bad. What matters is how you get it and
what you do with it. Jesus said there are
things that last and things that do not last. If

class to be over for the Chinese English

we choose to put our riches in heaven, they

teachers in Inner Mongolia. We had only a

will last. Valuable things are completely safe

few minutes left. I looked back at the class as

in heaven. Nothing can attack them there.

I walked towards the water fountain. I forgot

They are still there after a person’s life on

that I was standing on a platform and fell,

earth ends.

sliding across the cement floor on my arm.

How do we put riches in heaven?

Soon I was at the hospital, getting stitches.

Through service to Christ, obedience to Him,

Every time I see the scars, I think, “You

trusting Him, learning to have faith, giving

cannot do two things at once.”

love, and investing our lives in helping others.

Jesus said you cannot serve two masters and

It does no good to treasure the treasures of

you cannot let worry keep you from trusting

earth. They will not be in heaven.

God.
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Look and See (Matthew 6:22-23)
What are we looking for? Jesus said

what he liked with his slave. God wants us to
serve Him. He does not want us to serve

the eye shows us what we think about and

money. It is impossible to do both. God

want. The way we see things makes a

expects us to be completely loyal to Him.

difference in the way we act. If the eye is
working properly, a person can see properly
and the whole body works. If we choose to
look at wrong things the body suffers. We
become selfish. We must choose to look at
what God wants for us. Jesus warned us to
dream of the kind of riches that will give light
to our lives, not darkness. This way our lives
can be lived as part of the holy nation of God.
Choose to Serve God (Matthew 6:24)
When we become a follower of Jesus,

Jesus Taught About the Cares of Life
(Matthew 6:25-34)
Jesus taught us not to worry about
those things we need in order to live. God
takes care of the birds who do not put away
food to keep and the beautiful flowers who do
not work for their clothing. Jesus said that we
are more important than birds or flowers.
Wild flowers have more beauty than the
rich clothes that King Solomon wore. Flowers
last only a short time. Then they can become

we choose to serve God. We cannot have

fuel for a fire. Someone can use them to heat

anything else as important as God. Jesus

an oven. A flower may soon die, but God still

warned that we cannot have two bosses. We

gives it great beauty. God does this for

cannot want money more than we want God.

flowers, so He will look after people even

I learned I could not look one direction and

more. Worry is no use. Nobody can increase

walk another.

the length of his life by worrying. Nobody can

If getting money is our master, we
cannot see God. It is God’s plan for us to be
completely loyal to Him. If money is more
important, then things become more important
than people. The desire to serve God can
disappear.
It was impossible for a slave to serve
more than one master at the time when Jesus
lived. A slave had no free time, and he was the
property of his owner. The owner could do

make himself taller by worrying. Worry may
make life shorter rather than longer.
It is easy to say, “I am not worried, I
am just concerned,” but the results are the
same. Worry is a sin. One meaning of worry
is “to be drawn in different directions.” Worry
pulls people apart. It is a sign of little faith.
We are pulled apart when we depend on
riches. When we look at anything but God, we
will be worried.
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We are to look for the holy nation of
God without letting anything get in our way.

Things to Remember
Think about the comparisons below.

When we do this, God will make sure we
have all we need.
What is our greatest need? To be made
right with God. Jesus did that for us on the
cross when He took away our sins. We can
now trust God because of what Jesus did.
Jesus taught about this as He spoke on the
mountain.
Some Steps to Stop Worry in Your Life
1. Write down when God has met your needs.
Pray and say thank you.
2. Tell God about your worries (1 Peter 5:7).
3. Help someone else who is in need.
4. Take time to exercise.
5. Keep a prayer book to write down prayers.
6. Help friends and family members.

Things to Think About
1. What riches have you put in heaven lately?
2. Who has invested in your life? How?
3. How have you been a slave to money in the past?
What did you learn?
4. Go outside and look at the flowers and the birds.
What do they make you think about God? About your
life?
5. What are some ways we can keep from worrying?
6.What are some bad things that worry does to us?

Money is Not Everything
Money can buy a house

but not a home

Money can buy a bed

but not sleep

Money can buy a clock

but not time

Money can buy a book

but not
knowledge

Money can buy food

but not an
appetite

Money can buy you friends but not love
Money can buy position

but not respect

Money can buy blood

but not life

Money can buy insurance

but not safety

Money can buy a Bible

but not a
relationship
with Jesus

Money can buy religion

but not
salvation

“But God’s free gift
is life that lasts forever.
It is given to us
by our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Romans 6:23b).
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Matthew 5:19-34
19 “Do not gather together for yourself riches
of this earth. They will be eaten by bugs and
become rusted. Men can break in and steal
them.
20 Gather together riches in heaven where
they will not be eaten by bugs or become
rusted. Men cannot break in and steal them.
21 For wherever your riches are, your heart
will be there also.
22 The eye is the light of the body. If your
eye is good, your whole body will be full of
light. 23 If your eye is bad, your whole body
will be dark. If the light in you is dark, how
dark it will be!
24 No one can have two bosses. He will hate
the one and love the other. Or he will listen to
the one and work against the other. You
cannot have both God and riches as your boss
at the same time.
25 “I tell you this: Do not worry about your
life. Do not worry about what you are going
to eat and drink. Do not worry about what you
are going to wear. Is not life more important
than food? Is not the body more important
than clothes?
26 Look at the birds in the sky. They do not
plant seeds. They do not gather grain. They
do not gather grain. They do not put grain into
a building to keep. Yet your Father in heaven
feeds them! Are you not more important than
the birds?

27 Which of you can make himself a little
taller by worrying?
28 Why should you worry about clothes?
Think how the flowers grow. They do not
work or make cloth.
29 But I tell you that Solomon in all his
greatness was not dressed as well as one of
these flowers.
30 God clothes the grass of the field. It lives
today and is burned in the stove tomorrow.
How much more will He give you clothes?
You have so little faith!
31 Do not worry. Do not keep saying, ‘What
will we eat?’ or, ‘What will we drink?’ or,
‘What will we wear?’
32 The people who do not know God are
looking for all these things. Your Father in
heaven knows you need all these things.
33 First of all, look for the holy nation of God.
Be right with Him. All these other things will
be given to you also.
34 Do not worry about tomorrow. Tomorrow
will have its own worries. The troubles we
have in a day are enough for one day.
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Matthew:
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Lesson 7:
Knowing Right and Wrong

Jesus Taught on the Mountain about
Saying What Is Wrong in Others
(Matthew 7:1-6)
Followers of Jesus must keep their
thoughts on Jesus’ holy nation. He told us
we do not need to judge others. When we
judge others, Jesus tells us: “Stop it right
now.” He did not say we cannot have an
opinion about other people. But it is not our
job to say what is wrong with others. Only

Bible Text
Matthew 7:1-17, 21-29

God is the perfect judge. He knows the
reasons why people do things. We do not

Memory Verse
“Do for other people whatever you would like to
have them do for you.” (Matthew 7:12a)

know another’s thoughts the way God

Word List
depend on: place trust in, rely
judge: to decide if someone or something is good
or bad
value: usefulness or importance

us.

knows them. We know that we ourselves do
not like anyone to say what is wrong with
When we judge our “brother,” one
who is part of God’s family, we are like
those who see a tiny thing wrong with
another person when there is a large thing

Luka had never really read the Bible

wrong with ourselves. We see another’s

before. He had not heard much about Jesus.

small piece of wood in their eye but do not

The first time he read Jesus’ Teaching on the

notice the tree that is in ours.

Mountain, his life suddenly made sense. He

Jesus used the words “pigs” and

believed that Jesus taught “as One Who has

“dogs” to talk about people who do not

the right and the power to teach” (Matthew

know the value of the truth of Jesus’ holy

7:29). Luka became a follower of Jesus.

nation. There are people who have made

Think about what you are learning
from Jesus’ Teaching on the Mountain. Do
these words make a difference in the way you
live every day?

their hearts hard against the truth. We do not
want to be like that.
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Jesus Taught about Prayer
(Matthew 7:7-11)
Followers of Jesus can turn to God for
all their needs. Jesus taught that His followers
should pray. They can pray knowing that God
will answer their prayers. We do not have to
make God answer us. He is our Father. He
wants us to ask Him for what we need. We
can depend on God if we continue to pray.
And we learn to know God better.
A believer who keeps on asking will
continue to receive. The one who keeps on
looking will continue to find. The one who
keeps on knocking on the door will continue
to see doors open up.
Bread and fish were the usual food in
Jesus’ time. Sometimes human fathers can be
bad. But most would not give their children
something that was of no use or dangerous or
dangerous to eat.
God is much more able and willing to
give than human fathers. He always wants to
give good gifts to us. He knows about what

Even the law of a country would punish
someone who hurts another person. A man
may never hurt another person in any way.
This does not make him a follower of Jesus.
Jesus showed what His followers
should do. We show love towards others.
Jesus taught us to love God and love others.
Jesus Taught About Two Roads
(Matthew 7:13-14)
People like to choose their own way of
life rather than to follow Jesus. Jesus warned
that this wide and easy road does not lead to
true life. It is easy to do what “everybody”
does, even when it is wrong.
Jesus warned that it can be difficult if
we follow Him. There will be those who are
against Him and His followers. We will not
always find it easy to obey Jesus. The ones
who choose this road are the true followers
who will find life that lasts forever.
Jesus Taught about False Teachers
(Matthew 7:15-17, 21-23)
There are some teachers who are false

we need before we ask. He knows whether it

and not true to Jesus. A true teacher warns

would be a “good” gift. We can trust God to

people to turn away from their sins. The false

give us what is best for us.

ones pretend to say good things from God.

Jesus Taught about Others
(Matthew 7:12)
Jesus gave many examples of this verse
which we call “The Golden Rule.” Some say
it in a negative way: “You must not do to
other people what you would not like them to
do to you.” This is not the way Jesus taught.

They claim that they have a message from
God. But then they lead people to do wrong
things. People can tell a tree by the fruit that it
has. In the same way, God’s good servants
live a good life. The false ones show that they
are false. They show it by their bad life.
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It is not enough to say the words,

But a wise man makes sure that he builds his

“Lord, Lord.” We must obey, too. Words

house in a strong place. Both houses might

alone mean nothing. God knows what they

look good. When the rain comes, the river

are really like. For example, a person who

becomes a flood. That water and the strong

asks for money for himself may not be true to

winds would destroy a house built on sand.

God. He may be lazy and he may not want to

Storms are a picture of all kinds of problems

work. He might expect other Christians to

that might harm us.

look after him.
The person who is teaching the truth

In the same way some people might
look good on the outside. Only a life built on

will do the right things. Jesus showed that He

Jesus will stand. We need to obey Jesus’

has the power to judge people. Jesus will

words in order to stand strong in such

deny that He ever knew those who were false.

problems.

They are people who act without a real desire

The End of Jesus’
Teaching on the Mountain
Matthew 7:28-29

to please God. Jesus used words from Psalm
6:8: “Go away from me, all you who do evil.”
To send someone away like that was a most
serious punishment.
Jesus Taught About Houses
Built on Rock or Sand (Matthew 7:24-27)
It is easy to build a house on the sand.

Matthew ended his account of Jesus’
teaching on the mountain by saying that Jesus
spoke as One Who has the right and power to
teach. The men who taught the Law talked
about what other teachers had said. However,
Jesus said, “I say to you.” Jesus had the right

Things to Think About
1. How would someone else describe your faith in
Christ? Are they able to see Christ in your actions?
2. What do you do when you have to make a hard
decision or decide what is wrong and what is right?
3. Do you know false preachers or leaders who lead
people in the wrong way about what it means to
follow Jesus?
4 Think about a time when you felt judged by another
person. How did it make you feel? What did you do
about it?
5. Do you continue to “ask, seek, and knock?”

and power to teach because He was God’s
Son.
____________________

Matthew 7:1-17, 21-29
1 “Do not say what is wrong in other people’s
lives. Then other people will not say what is
wrong in your life.
2 You will be guilty of the same things you find
in others. When you say what is wrong in others,
your words will be used to say what is wrong in
you.
3 Why do you look at the small piece of wood in
your brother’s eye, and do not see the big piece of
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wood in your own eye?
4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take
that small piece of wood out of your eye,’ when
there is a big piece of wood in your own eye?
5 You who pretend to be someone you are not,
first take the big piece of wood out of your own
eye. Then you can see better to take the small
piece of wood out of your brother’s eye.
6 “Do not give that which belongs to God to
dogs. Do not throw your pearls in front of pigs.
They will break them under their feet. Then they
will turn and tear you to pieces.
7 “Ask, and what you are asking for will be given
to you. Look, and what you are looking for you
will find. Knock, and the door you are knocking
on will be opened to you.
8 Everyone who asks receives what he asks for.
Everyone who looks finds what he is looking for.
Everyone who knocks has the door opened to
him.
9 What man among you would give his son a
stone if he should ask for bread?
10 Or if he asks for a fish, would he give him a
snake?
11 You are bad and you know how to give good
things to your children. How much more will
your Father in heaven give good things to those
who ask Him?
12 “Do for other people whatever you would like
to have them do for you. This is what the Jewish
Law and the early preachers said.
13 “Go in through the narrow door. The door is
wide and the road is easy that leads to hell. Many
people are going through that door.
14 But the door is narrow and the road is hard
that leads to life that lasts forever. Few people are
finding it.

15 “Watch out for false teachers. They come to
you dressed as if they were sheep. On the inside
they are hungry wolves.
16 You will know them by their fruit. Do men
pick grapes from thorns? Do men pick figs from
thistles?
17 It is true, every good tree has good fruit. Every
bad tree has bad fruit.
……..
21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
will go into the holy nation of heaven. The one
who does the things My Father in heaven wants
him to do will go into the holy nation of heaven.
22 Many people will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not preach in Your Name? Did we
not put out demons in Your Name? Did we not do
many powerful works in Your Name?’
23 Then I will say to them in plain words, ‘I never
knew you. Go away from Me, you who do
wrong!’
24 “Whoever hears these words of Mine and does
them, will be like a wise man who built his house
on rock.
25 The rain came down. The water came up. The
wind blew and hit the house. The house did not
fall because it was built on rock.
26 Whoever hears these words of Mine and does
not do them, will be like a foolish man who built
his house on sand.
27 The rain came down. The water came up. The
wind blew and hit the house. The house fell and
broke apart.”
28 Then Jesus finished talking. The people were
surprised and wondered about His teaching.
29 He was teaching them as One Who has the
right and the power to teach. He did not teach as
the teachers of the Law.
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about belonging in the kingdom.
Have you ever had a really busy day?
Have you ever felt like no one understood

Matthew:
Jesus and His Kingdom

you? Jesus had one of those days. Jesus spent

Lesson 8:
Faith in the Kingdom

came to Him. At the end of the day, many

Bible Text
Matthew 13:1-23
Memory Verse
“A man cannot please God unless he has faith.
Anyone who comes to God must believe that He
is. That one must also know that God gives what
is promised to the one who keeps on looking for
Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)
Word List
cluttered: to fill or cover something with too many
things
faith: strong belief that God lives; trust in God
measure: a way of judging something
parable: a short story that teaches a moral or
spiritual lesson
respond: to react to something someone says
soil: the top layer of earth in which plants grow

the day teaching and healing everyone who
people did not accept His teaching. Jesus
went out to the Lake of Galilee at the end of
this busy day. Many people followed Him.
Large crowds stood on the shores of the lake.
He got in a boat and sat down to teach them.
Jesus Teaches with a Picture-Story
(Matthew 13:1-9)
Jesus used the story of a farmer to
explain what the kingdom of God is like. The
people in the crowd understood the life of a
farmer. In those days, farmers planted crops
by hand, throwing seeds on the soil. Farmers
tried to be careful. But the seeds fell on
different kinds of ground. Jesus told this story
about a farmer to teach something important
about people. This story shows the different
ways people responded to His teaching.

King Jesus used picture-stories to teach

First, there were seeds that fell by the

about His kingdom. These next three lessons

side of the road. That ground was so hard that

will explain about the kingdom from three of

these seeds just stayed on top. Birds ate the

these picture-stories. The first story is about a

seeds. Second, there were seeds that fell on

farmer. It teaches about faith. The second

rocky ground. There was a thin layer of good

story is about a king and his servant. It

soil over hard rocks. These seeds grew fast in

teaches about forgiveness. The third story is

the thin soil. Soon the roots hit the rocks, and

about workers in the grape-field. It teaches

the plants died in the sun.
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Third, there were some seeds that fell

putting two items beside each other. Think of

among thorns. These seeds grew and had

putting a ruler or yard stick down next to

roots. But the thorns grew faster and stronger.

something to measure it. Jesus wanted the

The thorns did not give the plants room to

people to measure themselves by this story.

grow. Fourth, there were some seeds that fell

He said there are secrets about the holy

on good soil. They grew strong and had deep

nation of heaven. The people on the shore

roots. They gave a lot of grain. Some had

would have understood about secrets. There

more grain. Others had less grain. But all

were many religious secrets that only special

these seeds gave grain.

people knew. But Jesus was telling all the

Jesus ended his story by saying, “You

secrets of the kingdom to everyone. Those

have ears, then listen.” Jesus wanted them to

who had just a little faith would be able to

think about the deeper meaning of the story.

understand the secrets of God. The people

All the people would have understood about

who had no faith would lose the little bit they

the farmer and the seeds. They all knew the

knew of God. Faith helps people understand

farmer wanted the seeds to give a lot of grain.

the deeper secrets of God. Without faith it is

Still many people did not understand this

impossible to please God or to understand

story. They did not know that this story was

Him (Hebrews 11:6).

about people’s hearts. They did not

Jesus knew His enemies could not

understand that God wants to grow His

understand. He reminded them that this is

kingdom in the hearts and lives of people.

what the Book of Isaiah said would happen

Jesus’ followers knew the farmer’s

(Isaiah 6:9). He said the hearts of the people

story had an important meaning. But Jesus’

were fat. Their own ideas about God choked

followers still did not understand the story.

out the truth. They did not listen to seek

They knew Jesus could explain the story to

understanding. They only listened to hear

them. They also knew He could teach in a

things that would help them win an argument.

simpler way. They wanted to know why He

They could not see the truth because they

told these confusing stories.

were blinded by their own thoughts. They
were far away from God. They could not hear

Why Jesus Uses Picture Stories
(Matthew 13:10-17)
The picture stories Jesus used are called
parables. This wor d gives the idea of

the truth when Jesus taught them (John 14:6).
Understanding the things of God is a
gift. God rewards the faithful ones with the
gift of understanding. This is the reward that
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comes from believing. It comes from trusting

God. They are excited about the truth at first.

and being open to God’s will.

But they do not read God’s Word, pray or
worship.

Jesus Explains the Picture Story
(Matthew 13:18-23)
Most of the time, Jesus did not explain
His parables. But on this busy day, He
wanted His followers to understand. He
wanted them to “hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts and change in
their ways” (13:15). Jesus knew they must
measure themselves by His words. They must
do this in order to change.
This is how Jesus explained the story:
The seed in this story is the Word of
God. The four kinds of ground are four
different ways people respond to the Word.
The hard ground represents people who hear
but refuse to believe. They have such hard
hearts, they cannot accept the truth. They
have no faith. They will not accept anything
they cannot see or touch.
The rocky ground represents people
who quickly say they believe. But these
people do not grow strong in their walk with

Things to Think About
1. Do you see yourself in this story of the soils?
2. What can you do to encourage others to become
better soil?
3. What habits of Bible study have helped you gain
understanding of God’s Word?
4. What have you done to make your life less
cluttered?

The thorny ground represents people
who believe and start to grow. But their lives
are cluttered with too many things. The things
of the world are too important to them. They
do not leave room for the Word to grow.
The good ground represents people who
hear, believe in faith, grow and give fruit.
They grow in Christ. They understand the
deep things of God. They change because of
God’s truth. They give fruit. Some give more
fruit than others, but they all give fruit.
Things to Remember
It is important to find the main point of
Jesus’ stories. The most important question to
ask from this story is: “How can I be good
soil?” God wants to grow His kingdom in our
hearts and lives. For this to happen, we must
make our hearts the right kind of soil.
Jesus’ followers could understand His
teaching because they believed in Jesus. Some
of the people could not understand. They had
closed their hearts and minds to God’s truth.
The same is true today. We must measure
ourselves carefully.
____________________
Matthew 13:1-23
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house
and sat down by the shore of the lake.
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2 Then He got in a boat and sat down because
so many people had gathered around Him.
Many people were standing on the shore.
3 Jesus taught them many things by using
picture-stories. He said, “A man went out to
plant seeds.
4 As he planted the seeds, some fell by the
side of the road. The birds came and ate the
seeds.
5 Some seeds fell between rocks. The seeds
came up at once because there was so little
ground.
6 When the sun was high in the sky, they
dried up and died because they had no root.
7 Some seeds fell among thorns. The thorns
grew and did not give the seeds room to grow.
8 Some seeds fell on good ground and gave
much grain. Some gave one hundred times as
much grain. Some gave sixty times as much
grain. Some gave thirty times as much grain.
9 You have ears, then listen.”
10 The followers of Jesus came to Him and
said, “Why do You speak to them in picturestories?”
11 He said to the followers, “You were given
the secrets about the holy nation of heaven.
The secrets were not given to the others.
12 He who has will have more given to him.
He will have even more than enough. But he
who has little will have even that taken away
from him.
13 “This is why I speak to them in picturestories. They have eyes but they do not see.
They have ears but they do not hear and they
do not understand.
14 It happened in their lives as Isaiah said it
would happen. He said, ‘You hear and hear
but do not understand. You look and look but
do not see.

15 The hearts of these people have become fat.
They hear very little with their ears. They have
closed their eyes. If they did not do this, they
would see with their eyes and hear with their
ears and understand with their hearts. Then
they would be changed in their ways, and I
would heal them.’
16 But how great are your eyes because they
see. How great are your ears because they hear.
17 For sure, I tell you, that many early
preachers and men right with God have wanted
to see the things you see, but they did not see
them. They wanted to hear the things you hear,
but they did not hear them.
18 “Listen to the picture-story of the man who
planted seeds in the ground.
19 When anyone hears the Word about the
holy nation and does not understand it, the
devil comes and takes away what was put in
his heart. He is like the seed that fell by the
side of the road.
20 The seed which fell between rocks is like
the person who receives the Word with joy as
soon as he hears it.
21 Its root is not deep and it does not last long.
When troubles and suffering come because of
the Word, he gives up and falls away.
22 The seed which fell among thorns is like
the person who hears the Word but the cares of
this life, and the love for money let the thorns
come up and do not give the seed room to
grow and give grain.
23 The seed which fell on good ground is like
the one who hears the Word and understands
it. He gives much grain. Some seed gives one
hundred times as much grain. Some gives sixty
times as much grain. Some gives thirty times
as much grain.”
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Lesson 9:
Forgiveness in
the Kingdom
Bible Text
Matthew 18:21-35
Memory Verse
“You must be kind to each other. Think of the
other person. Forgive other people just as God
forgave you because of Christ’s death on the
cross.” (Ephesians 4:32)
Word List
attitude: the way you think and feel about
someone or something.
debt: an amount of money you owe to a person
or bank
generous: freely giving money, help or time

spent over two years in a prison camp. Every
day they beat him. They did not give him
enough food. He lost all hope. When the war
was over, Louis came home a bitter man. He
was filled with hate. He drank too much. He
had nightmares. He was full of shame. He
forgot the promise He made to God. He lived
a very sinful life.
Then Louis met Jesus. His life was
changed. He knew God had forgiven his sins.
He was thankful. He lived the rest of his life
for Christ. Louis forgave all the prison guards
who had mistreated him. He said, “If you hate
somebody, you’re not hurting the person you
hate. You're hurting yourself.” Louis knew
forgiveness is healing.
God sees our sins. Seeing us hurt
makes God sad. So God sent His Son to pay
for our sins. We are set free because Jesus
paid the debt we could never pay. Jesus wants
His followers to live forgiven and free lives.

Louis Zamperini lived a long and
amazing life. As a teenager, he was always in
trouble. He discovered he had a talent for

Peter’s Question (Matthew 18:21-22)
Peter and Andrew were brothers.

running. He began to train hard and became

Maybe there had been hurtful things between

an Olympic runner. Then World War II broke

the two brothers. When Jesus talked about

out. Louis joined the army. He was lost at sea

forgiveness, Peter had a question. He had

for forty-seven days. He nearly died. He

heard Jesus say that we should forgive people

promised God, “If you will save me, I’ll serve who hurt us. Peter wanted to know how many
times he had to forgive his brother. The old
You the rest of my life.”
Louis was captured by the enemy. He

Jewish laws said you should forgive someone
three times. Peter may have thought he was
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being generous when he said “seven times.”

money, the king wanted to sell this man and

But his question showed unforgiveness in his

his family as slaves.

heart. Peter wanted to keep count of the sins
against him.

The servant begged for more time.
More time would not help him pay this debt.

Keeping count of sins is not what

The debt was too large. The king must have

forgiveness really means. Jesus said to forgive

surprised everyone when he showed mercy.

“seventy times seven.” He meant there is no

He did more than give the servant more time

limit to how many times we should forgive

to pay. He forgave the entire debt! Now this

someone. Jesus showed that forgiveness is an

man owed the king nothing. He was free.

attitude, not just an action. God always

Maybe the man did not understand how

treats us with grace and mercy. He wants

much mercy the king had shown him. Maybe

grace and mercy to always be our attitude

he did not understand the terrible debt he had

toward others.

owed. Maybe he did not believe he was really

Jesus’ Parable (Matthew 18:23-34)
Jesus told a story to help Peter
understand. Jesus began His story, “The holy
nation of heaven is like...” Jesus wasn’t
talking about someday when we go to heaven.
God’s kingdom is here and now. It came to
earth with Jesus. His story tells the way we
should treat others every day.
In those days, a rich king loaned money
to his servants. Servants were expected to use
the king’s money to make more money. One
day the king came to see how things were
going. He found a servant to whom he had
given a huge amount of money. He owed
more money than he could ever repay. We do
not know what the servant did with the king’s
money. But the money was gone. He had no
hope of getting it back. In order to get his

set free. Maybe he thought he could still repay
the king. But the king had set him free. He
expected him to live like he was forgiven.
The man didn’t act like he had been
forgiven. He went out and found a man who
owed him a little money. When this man
could not pay right away, he choked him. If
the second servant had been given more time,
he could have repaid his debt. But the first
servant did not act like his master, the king.
He showed no mercy.
Others watched what the first servant
did and told the king. They were sad because
of the way he had acted. But the first servant
was not sorry. He did not care about the
second servant or his family. There was no
mercy or forgiveness in his heart.
The king reminded the first servant of
the kindness and mercy he had been given. He
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wanted this man to follow his example. But

mercy God has shown to us. Maybe we don’t

the man’s heart was angry and bitter. So the

care that our sin has caused so much damage.

king handed him over to be beaten. He would

Maybe we don’t think our sin is so terrible.

suffer extreme pain until the debt was paid.

Maybe we have not considered the huge debt

Since the debt was great, the man would

we owe to God. Maybe we do not understand

suffer a long time.

how much it cost Christ to pay for our sins.
Or, maybe we are unforgiving because

Jesus’ Warning (Matthew 18:35)
Jesus explained this story to His

we do not really believe we have been
forgiven. When we refuse the freedom Christ

followers. He said, “So will my Father in

offers, we are chained to thinking about our

heaven do to you, if each one of you does not

sin. We relive the pain until that is all we can

forgive his brother from his heart.” Each of

think about. Like the first servant, we are still

us faces a lifetime of pain if we fail to forgive

trying to do something to pay off our debt.

others. We were made by God to live forever

Jesus calls us to follow Him. He says

with Him. Without Him, our pain will go on

we all owe a debt we cannot pay. He paid the

forever. On our own, we cannot get rid of the

debt for our sins. We cannot follow Him with

pain and hurt of our past. Jesus has paid the

a heavy load of guilt and shame. We will

price for our freedom.

stumble and fall. We cannot live like Christ
when we carry hate in our hearts. Hate robs us

Things to Remember
When we refuse to forgive others, there
is a reason. Maybe we are not thankful for the

Things to Think About
1. Do you have a debt of sin? Have you counted the
high price for your forgiveness?
2. Have you accepted the forgiveness of your sins
though Christ Jesus?

of joy. It makes us unhappy and unkind.
When God forgives our sin, He walks
away from it. When we follow Him, we walk
away from it, too. When someone hurts us, we
need to forgive them. We do this like God
does. We walk away from that hurt and leave
it in God’s hands.
It is not easy to forgive someone who

3. Is there someone in your life that you have sinned
against? Have you asked them to forgive you?

has hurt us. God knows that. It was not easy

4. Is there someone that you need to forgive?

Son, Jesus. Forgiving means we believe God

5. Have you walked away from the load of guilt and
pain of your past? Or are you choosing to carry a
load of guilt and pain by yourself?

will take care of all our hurts. He will do what

for Him to forgive us our sins. It cost Him His

is right with the person who hurt us. We

Lesson 9 ● Page 44

cannot know all that God knows. We let Him

30 But he would not. He had him put in prison

handle the questions we cannot answer.

until he could pay the money.

____________________

31 “When his other servants saw what had

Matthew 18:21-35

happened, they were very sorry. They came

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and said, “Lord,

and told the king all that was done.

how many times may my brother sin against

32 Then the king called for the first one. He

me and I forgive him, up to seven times?”

said, ‘You bad servant! I forgave you. I said

22 Jesus said to him, “I tell you, not seven

that you would not have to pay back any of the

times but seventy times seven!

money you owed me because you asked me.

23 “The holy nation of heaven is like a king

33 Should you not have had pity on the other

who wanted to find out how much money his

servant, even as I had pity on you?’

servants owed him.

34 The king was very angry. He handed him

24 As he began, one of the servants was

over to men who would beat and hurt him until

brought to him who owed him very much

he paid all the money he owed.

money.

35 So will My Father in heaven do to you, if

25 He could pay nothing that he owed. So the

each one of you does not forgive his brother

king spoke the word that he and his wife and

from his heart.”

his children and all that he had should be sold
to pay what he owed.
26 The servant got down on his face in front
of the king. He said, ‘Give me time, and I will
pay you all the money.’
27 Then the king took pity on his servant and
let him go. He told him he did not have to pay
the money back.
28 “But that servant went out and found one
of the other servants who owed him very little
money. He took hold of his neck and said,
‘Pay me the money you owe me!’
29 The other servant got down at his feet and
said, ‘Give me time, and I will pay you all the
money.’
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Lesson 10:
The Surprise of Belonging
to the Kingdom
Bible Text
Matthew 20:1-16

any other nation.
God has unlimited power and authority.
He is in control. And God loves to surprise us.
Isaiah 55:8-9 tells us that our ways are not
God’s ways. We don’t think like He thinks.
God sees things from heaven. He is holy and
generous to all who come to Him. Today’s
lesson shows us just how surprising the
kingdom of heaven truly is.
Surprise!
Jesus gave three surprising answers

about the kingdom of God. A rich man asked
Memory Verse
“So those who are last will be first and the first will what good works he could do. He wanted to
be last.” (Matthew 20:16)
earn a place in the kingdom. He thought
Word List
calculate: to figure the size or amount of
something by using math
earn: to get something because of work you have
done
generosity: the quality of being kind,
understanding, and unselfish
harvest: the amount of a crop to be gathered
wages: an amount that a worker is paid based on
the number of hours or days that are worked
The kingdom of heaven is full of
surprises. Christian missionaries were forced
out of China in 1949. Many of them
calculated the number of Chinese
Christians to get smaller little by little. But
surprise! When westerners returned in the
1970’s, there were tens of millions of
Christians. Today, some people believe that
China will soon have more Christians than

his good works would get him in. Jesus
surprised him by telling him to give up
everything. In this way, the man could be rich
in heaven.
Jesus’ followers were surprised at this,
too. They thought this man was rich because
God loved him. They were sure rich people
would be the first people to get into heaven.
But Jesus said it is hard for a rich man to get
into heaven. He said that everyone can inherit
eternal life. The word inherit means to get
something that someone else earned. It’s a
free gift. Our riches in heaven do not come
from work we have done. They are God’s gift
to us. He did the work.
Imagine how surprised they were when
they heard Jesus say we can’t earn our way to
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heaven. Then He said, “Many who are first

The land owner promised to pay them

will be last. Many who are last will be

whatever is right, even for one hour of work.

first” (19:30). The rich and powerful will not
be the first ones in heaven. Everything that
Jesus said about the kingdom was a surprise.
So Jesus told a story to help us understand.
Workers for the Grape Field
(Matthew 20:1-7)
When grapes are ripe, they must be

Workers in the Grape Field
(Matthew 20:8-12)
At the end of the day, the owner told
the boss to pay the workers. The boss started
with the last ones he hired. The first workers
were tired from a long day. They were
surprised that the last ones were paid first.

picked quickly. All the grapes in a field must

Then they were surprised that the people who

be picked in one day. The owner of the grape

worked only one hour were paid a full day’s

field went to get workers to pick his grapes.

wage. Maybe they began to calculate what

Men who did not have jobs were waiting to be

they might be paid. If one hour was equal to a

hired. When the first workers got to the field,

full day’s wage, maybe twelve hours work

they were happy to see this beautiful field of

would equal twelve days’ wages.

grapes. Maybe they were thankful to have a

But each man was paid the same thing.

job. But there were a lot of grapes to harvest.

Each received one good day’s wage. The

So the owner hired more workers. All day

workers hired first began to complain. They

long he hired more and more workers. The

said, “We worked all day in the hot sun. We

first workers were happy to see more people

should be paid more than someone who

come to help pick the grapes.

worked only a few hours.”

The owner promised a day’s wages to

The joy of the day was gone when the

the first ones he hired. The amount he

workers started comparing themselves to each

promised was good pay for one day. They

other. They were no longer happy to have a

were poor workers. This was good pay for

job in the grape field. They were no longer

them. The next day they would need to find

happy to work with the other workers. They

work to buy food for another day. All day

were not thinking about the good work they

long, the owner went to get more workers. He

had done. They were not happy with the good

even hired some people to work only one

pay for the day.

hour. These people must have been very
thankful to get a job after they waited all day.
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The Owner Explains (Matthew 20:13-16)
The land owner in this story is God. He

expect to live forever. It is not our pay. It is
God’s gift to us. Romans 6:23 explains this.

was not unfair to anyone. But this story isn’t

What we earn is death because of our sin. No

about what’s fair. It’s about God’s

matter how hard we work, we still cannot

generosity. The land owner could pay

make ourselves live longer. But God is

whatever he wanted because he owned the

generous. His grace is so big that He freely

land. He hired the workers. It was his money.

gives us life that lasts forever. This gift is life

He had promised to pay whatever is right. A

with God. Everyone who comes to God gets

good day’s wage was what he thought was

the same wonderful free gift. Everyone who

right. The workers only became unhappy

believes will live forever in the beautiful

when they saw how generous he was.

kingdom of God.

God can do whatever He wants

Some of us came to know God as

because He made everything. He calls us to

children. Maybe our family told us about

come to Him. And all the riches of heaven

Jesus from our first days. We are blessed with

belong to Him. He always does what is right.

life that lasts forever. Some of us did not learn

But God is not limited to giving money to

about Jesus until we were older. Maybe our

help us live one more day. God has the power

family had never heard of Jesus. We are also

to give us life. And He gives not just a little

blessed with life with God that lasts forever.

bit. He gives life that lasts forever.

We are all blessed to be a part of God’s
harvest work. We become unhappy when we

Things to Remember
Our reward is eternal life. Most of us
can’t understand how much that is. We don’t

Things to Think About

compare ourselves to others. We should be
thankful that God sees us worthy of working
in His field. We are blessed to be working
with other workers who love the Master.
The kingdom is not about rewards. It’s

1. Have you come into God’s field? Are you one of
His workers? If not, ask you teacher to help you
accept God’s offer of belonging to His kingdom.

about having a relationship with God, who is

2. Are you one of the workers who came early or late
in life? What difference has it made in your life?

calculating our reward or worthiness. It’s

3. Do you find yourself tempted to compare yourself
with other workers? Remember, your Father loves
you for who you are.
4. Is there more your need to do in the kingdom?

the owner of everything. It’s not about
about the generosity and grace of our Father.
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Matthew 20:1-16

10 When the workmen who had been hired the

1 “For the holy nation of heaven is like the

first thing in the morning came, they thought

owner of a grape-field. He went out early in

they would get more. But each one got a day’s

the morning to hire workmen to work in his

pay.

grape-field.

11 After they received it, they talked against

2 He promised to give them a day’s pay and

the owner.

then sent them to his grape-field.

12 They said, ‘The last workmen hired have

3 Later in the morning he went to the center

only worked one hour. You have given to them

of the town where people gather. He saw men

the same as to us. We have worked hard

standing there doing nothing.

through the heat of the day.’

4 He said to them, ‘You go to my grape-field

13 But he said to one of them, ‘Friend, I am

and work also. Whatever is right, I will pay

doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with

you.’ And they went.

me when I promised to pay you a day’s pay?

5 Again he went out about noon and at three

14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the last

o’clock and did the same thing.

ones hired the same as I have given you.

6 About five o’clock he went out and still

15 Do I not have the right to do what I want to

found others doing nothing. He asked them,

do with my own money? Does your eye make

‘Why do you stand here all day and do

you want more because I am good?’

nothing?’

16 So those who are last will be first and the

7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired

first will be last.”

us.’ He said, ‘Go to my grape-field and work.
Whatever is right, I will pay you.’
8 “When evening came, the owner of the
grape-field said to the boss of the workmen,
‘Call the workmen. Give them their pay. Start
with the last ones hired and go on to the first
ones hired.’
9 The workmen who had been hired at five
o’clock came up. Each one of them got a
day’s pay for his work.
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Lesson 11:
King Jesus Is
the Son of God
Bible Text
Matthew 26:47-50, 57-66, 27:11-26
Memory Verse
“Jesus said to him, ‘What you said is true. I say to
you, from now on you will see the Son of Man
seated on the right hand of the All-powerful God.
You will see Him coming on the clouds of the
sky.’” (Matthew 26:64)
Word List
betray: to give information about a friend to his
enemy; to hurt a friend on purpose
defend: to fight to keep someone or something
safe
guilty: responsible for committing a crime or
doing something bad or wrong
identity: who someone truly is; the qualities that
make someone different from others
innocent: not guilty of a crime or other wrong act
resist: to try to stop something or someone
The next three lessons are some of the

This will help us understand the character of
God. The final lesson will show us what Jesus
wants from His followers. It will teach us that
God wants Christians to spread the Good
News. God’s followers should share how God
gave Jesus victory over sin and death.
We are all identified by a family name.
When I was a little girl, I was known as my
father’s daughter. When I grew up, people
knew me as the mother of my children or the
wife of my husband. What is your identity?
Most of us identify ourselves by our names
and our jobs. Jesus always knew His true
identity was His r elationship with God the
Father. He was and is the Son of God.
Judas Betrays King Jesus
(Matthew 26:47-50)
Maybe Judas described himself as the
money keeper. He was the one who kept the
money for Jesus and His twelve followers.
But Judas decided money was more important
to him than his relationship with Jesus.
The Jewish leaders decided to arrest
Jesus. They must have expected a fight
because they came at night with clubs and
swords. Judas decided to betray Jesus for

most important events in the life of King

money. The Romans would arrest the man

Jesus. Lesson 11 shows how Jesus proved He

Judas kissed. In those days, men greeted their

is the Son of God. It shows the way He

friends with a kiss. But Jesus knew that Judas

responded in his arrest and trials. In Lesson

was not really His friend. He did not resist

12, we will see how Jesus died on the cross.

this false kiss. He did not resist arrest. The
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guards tied Jesus up and took Him away.

His glory (Daniel 7:13-14). The Jewish
leaders all knew this passage. It made them

Jewish Leaders Decide to
Kill Jesus (Matthew 26:57-66)
A fair trial would decide whether a
person was guilty or innocent. A fair trial
would be held at a court in the daytime. But
Jesus’ trial was not a fair trial. It was a private
meeting in the home of the high priest. They
had already decided that Jesus was guilty.
They were only looking for a reason to kill
Him.
Many people came forward to tell lies
about Jesus. But none of those lies could be
proven. Two people said they heard Jesus say,
“I am able to destroy the house of God and
build it up again in three days.” However, this
was not what Jesus said (John 2:19). Luke
tells us even these two people could not agree
on exactly what Jesus said.
Jesus never said He would destroy the

angry for Jesus to remind them of it. They
knew this passage was about the Son of God.
They did not believe Jesus was the Son of
God. They said He should die because He
made Himself equal with God. Early the next
morning, the whole council agreed.
The Jews could stone someone for
speaking against God. But they wanted Jesus
to die a crueler death. Only the Romans could
hang someone on a cross. The Jews beat
Jesus. Then they took Him to the Roman
ruler. They wanted the Romans to kill Jesus
for them.
The Romans Decide to Keep the
People Happy (Matthew 27:11-26)
The Romans didn’t care if someone
talked against God. So the Jews made up new
things to say against Jesus (Luke 23:2) They

Temple. He was talking about His own body.

said things they knew the Romans would hate.

Jesus knew he would die for the sins of all the

They said Jesus claimed spoke against Rome

people. But he also knew he would rise again

and claimed to be a king. Pilate only

in three days. Jesus did not defend Himself

supported one ruler, the Emperor of Rome.

against these lies.

Maybe he was afraid Jesus would start trouble

This made the High Priest angry. He
commanded Jesus, “Tell us if You are the
Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus admitted He

for Rome. Maybe he believed Jesus wanted to
overthrow the Roman Emperor.
He asked Jesus, “Are you the King of

was the Son of God. Then, He called Himself

the Jews?” Jesus admitted He was the Son of

the Son of Man. Many years before, the

God, the King of the Jews. Now, Pilate had a

prophet Daniel had seen the Son of Man in all

choice to make. What should He do with
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Jesus? He didn’t want to put Jesus to death.

tried to let someone else decide for him. None

Luke tells us Pilate said, “I find

of us can do that. Each person must decide

nothing wrong in this man.” But Pilate was

about Jesus on his own. Either Jesus is our

afraid of the people. He was afraid they

Savior, or He is not. There is no way to get out

would rebel if he let Jesus go free. He was

of this choice.

afraid he would be punished if there was a
rebellion. He wanted to keep the Jews happy.
Pilate had an important choice to make.

Choosing to reject Jesus is a dangerous
decision. At this time of year, the people could
choose to let one prisoner go free. Everyone

He knew what the Jews wanted. The Jewish

had heard about the terrible things Barabbas

leaders wanted to get rid of Jesus. Pilate did

had done. Barabbas was a cruel man who

not defend Jesus. He chose to protect his own

would hurt people. Jesus was kind and gentle.

power and authority instead of an innocent

The best choice would surely be to let Jesus

man. Pilate had the soldiers beat Jesus badly.

go free. A good choice would be to keep

He knew this would make the people happy.

dangerous Barabbas in jail. But the religious
leaders led the people to make a bad choice.

The People Decide to Hang
King Jesus (Matthew 27:15-26)
Pilate knew the Jews were not
interested in justice or fairness. Pilate’s wife
warned him to have nothing to do with Jesus.
She had a bad dream about Jesus. So Pilate

Things to Think About
1. What are the ways you are identified?
2. Do you identify yourself according to your
relationship with Jesus?
3. Have you made a decision about Jesus in your
life?

They encouraged the people to let Barabbas
go free.
“What am I to do with Jesus?" Pilate
asked.
The people all shouted, “Nail Him to a
cross.”
Pilate made a show of washing his
hands. He said, “I am not guilty of the blood
of this good man.” He tried to show he had
not made a choice against Jesus. However,
failing to accept Jesus is the same thing as
rejecting Him. Pilate accepted the people’s

4. If you are in a crowd, do you state your opinion or
go along with what the crowd wants to do?

choice instead of using his power to help

5.Do you know someone who is avoiding a decision
about Jesus?

God.

6. Why is “have nothing to do with Jesus” an
impossible thing to do?

Jesus. In doing this, he rejected the Son of
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Things to Remember
We each must decide what to do with

58 But Peter followed Him a long way behind
while going to the house of the head religious

Jesus. We can choose Jesus and His life. Or

leader. Then he went in and sat with the

we can choose death. No one can “have

helpers to see what would happen.

nothing to do with Jesus.” One day we will all

59 The religious leaders and the other leaders

see Him in His glory. Do you identify

and all the court were looking for false things

yourself as a follower of Jesus? Is that your

to say against Jesus. They wanted some reason

identity? The decision you make about Jesus

to kill Him.

will last forever. It will determine whether

60 They found none, but many came and told

you are happy or sad on that great day when

false things about Him. At last two came to the

we see Jesus in all His glory.

front.

____________________

61 They said, “This Man said, ‘I am able to
destroy the house of God and build it up again

Matthew 26:47-50, 57-66, 27:11-26

in three days.’”

47 Judas, one of the twelve followers, came

62 Then the head religious leader stood up. He

while Jesus was talking. He came with many

said to Jesus, “Have You nothing to say? What

others who had swords and sticks. They came

about the things these men are saying against

from the religious leaders of the Jews and the

You?”

leaders of the people.

63 Jesus said nothing. Then the head religious

48 The man who handed Jesus over gave the

leader said to Him, “In the name of the living

men something to look for. He said, “The One God, I tell You to say the truth. Tell us if You
I kiss is the One you want. Take Him!”

are the Christ, the Son of God.”

49 At once Judas went up to Jesus and said,

64 Jesus said to him, “What you said is true. I

“Hello, Teacher,” and kissed Him.

say to you, from now on you will see the Son

50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you

of Man seated on the right hand of the All-

came to do.” Then they came and put their

powerful God. You will see Him coming on

hands on Jesus and took Him.

the clouds of the sky.”

…….

65 Then the head religious leader tore his

57 Those who had taken Jesus led Him away

clothes apart. He said, “He has spoken as if He

to Caiaphas. He was the head religious leader.

were God! Do we need other people to speak

The teachers of the Law and the other leaders

against Him yet? You have heard Him speak

were gathered there.

as if He were God!
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66 What do you think?” They said, “He is

troubled today in a dream about Him.”

guilty of death!”

20 The head religious leaders and the other
leaders talked the many people into asking for

Matthew 27:11-26

Barabbas to go free and for Jesus to be put to

11 Then Jesus stood in front of the leader of

death.

the country. The leader asked Jesus, “Are

21 The leader of the country said to them,

You the King of the Jews?” Jesus said to

“Which one of the two do you want me to let

him, “What you say is true.”

go free?” They said, “Barabbas.”

12 When the head religious leaders and the

22 Pilate said to them, “Then what am I to do

other leaders spoke against Him, He said

with Jesus Who is called Christ?” They all said

nothing.

to him, “Nail Him to a cross!”

13 Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear

23 Then Pilate said, “Why, what bad thing has

all these things they are saying against You?”

He done?” But they cried out all the more,

14 Jesus did not say a word. The leader was

“Nail Him to a cross!”

much surprised and wondered about it.

24 Pilate saw that he could do nothing. The

Jesus or Barabbas Is to Go Free

people were making loud calls and there was

15 At the special supper each year the leader

much pushing around. He took water and

of the country would always let one person

washed his hands in front of the many people.

who was in prison go free. It would be the

He said, “I am not guilty of the blood of this

one the people wanted.

good Man. This is your own doing.”

16 They had a man who was known by all the

25 Then all the people said, “Let His blood be

people whose name was Barabbas.

on us and on our children!”

17 When they were gathered together, Pilate

26 Pilate let Barabbas go free but he had men

said to them, “Whom do you want me to let

whip Jesus. Then he handed Him over to be

go free? Should it be Barabbas or Jesus Who

nailed to a cross.

is called Christ?”
18 For the leader of the country knew the
religious leaders had given Jesus over to him
because they were jealous.
19 While Pilate was sitting in the place where
he judges, his wife sent him this word, “Have
nothing to do with that good Man. I have been
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Matthew:
Jesus and His Kingdom

Lesson 12:
King Jesus Died
on a Cross
Bible Text
Matthew 27:32-54
Memory Verse
“But God showed His love to us. While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)
Word List
absent: not present, not in the same place
character: the way someone thinks, feels and
behaves
conditions: something that you must do or
accept in order for something to happen
crucified: killed by nailing or tying his hands and
feet to a cross
presence: nearness or closeness
whimper: to make crying sounds; to complain in
a weak way
We show who we really are when
things are hard. When we are pressured, our
true character shows. We can pretend to be
kind and loving when things are going well.
But when life is difficult, it is hard to pretend.
People see who we really are. In the most
difficult time of His life, Jesus showed His
true character. He showed us that God is

loving and faithful. It seemed like death and
darkness won the day Jesus died. But life and
light really won because of King Jesus.
King Jesus at Golgotha
(Matthew 27:32-37)
Golgotha was a place that no one
wanted to visit. Another word for Golgotha is
Calvary. Both words mean skull. This hill
might have been shaped like the bony head of
a man. The Romans took people to this hill to
be crucified. The bodies of the dead were left
unclaimed. Old bones might have littered the
hillside. Golgotha was an ugly place.
It was a shameful thing to die on a
cross. The person hung naked for everyone to
see. Their hands and feet were nailed to the
cross. This made it hard to breathe. People
passing by on the road laughed at them.
Golgotha was a shameful place.
Jesus was in pain when He got to
Golgotha. He was badly beaten by the Jews
and the Romans. His body was so weak that
Simon had to carry the cross for Him. His
hands and feet were nailed to the cross. He
was dying a slow and painful death. Someone
offered Jesus something to ease the pain. But
Jesus refused. He intended to be awake to do
everything His Father wanted. He would not
give up or take the easy way out. Golgotha
was a painful place.
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King Jesus Is Mocked
(Matthew 27:38-44)
Kindness, gentleness, goodness, and
self-control were easy to see in Jesus, even as
He died. Everyone made fun of Jesus that day.
Jesus remembered that His Father loved Him
even when people said bad things about Him.
What they said showed they didn’t believe He
was the Son of God. The leaders and teachers
should have known better. They said God did
not care about Jesus. They said if He cared He
would take Jesus down from the cross. It must
have hurt Jesus to hear them say such unkind
things. But Jesus did not answer back.
The leaders put conditions on God. The
leaders said if God did something then they
would believe. This kind of thinking calls for
proof from God. It causes us to believe in the
proof. That’s not trusting by faith. These
leaders did not believe in Jesus even when He
rose from the grave! God calls all of us to
simply believe.
It looked like evil won that day. But

Him the most? Jesus knows exactly how we
feel in those times.
When the leaders questioned Jesus, He
said nothing. When the people mocked Him,
Jesus did not answer back. But when He could
not feel the presence of His Father, Jesus cried
out with a loud voice! Matthew says Jesus
gave “another loud cry.” Luke reported Jesus
said in a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I
give my spirit” (Luke 23:46). John heard
Jesus say, “It is finished” (John 19:30).
Jesus finished strong. Even when He
could not feel the presence of His Father,
Jesus trusted God. He knew God would keep
His promises to raise Him again. He did not
whimper and fade away. J esus cr ied with a
loud voice! He finished the task His Father
had put before Him. Because of Jesus’ faith,
Golgotha became a place of victory!
God’s Power at Golgotha
(Matthew 27:51-54)
All through the Bible, God shows

Jesus did not give up. He showed faith in God.

Himself in ways people can feel and see. He

He stayed on the cross because He trusted His

came in the cool breeze in the Garden of Eden

Father. He was faithful, kind and gentle to the

(Genesis 3:8). He was in a burning bush with

end. Golgotha is an ugly word. Jesus made it a

Moses (Exodus 3:2-6). And He was in a

place of love and life.

violent storm on the mountain (Exodus 19:1620). When Jesus willingly gave up His spirit

King Jesus Died (Matthew 27:45-50)

to save us from our sins, God showed Himself

Sometimes when we suffer, it seems

again. There was darkness in the middle of the

like God is absent. Where is He when we need

day for three hours. The earth shook. Rocks
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fell apart. Graves opened up, and the dead

place where God showed His love for all the

walked around Jerusalem. God was there at

people of the world.

Golgotha.
In the Temple, there was a room called

Things to Remember

the Holy of Holies. This is the room where

Jesus knows how we feel when we

God’s presence rested. A curtain separated

suffer. Even when He felt all alone, faith

people from the Holy of Holies. It reminded

pushed Him to finish God’s work. When He

the people that there was a wall between holy

couldn’t feel His Father’s presence, He looked

God and sinful man. No one could enter the

for God. He looked forward to the joy of

room where God’s presence rested. When

being united with His Father in glory. He did

Jesus died, something happened to that heavy

not give up. He did not react with unkind

curtain around the Holy of Holies. God split

words. Jesus was always controlled by God’s

that curtain from top to bottom. He did this to

Holy Spirit.

show that people can now go directly to God
through His Son.
Even the soldiers believed that Jesus

In the power of Jesus, we can show the
character of God even in our worst times. We
can react with kindness and self-control. We

was the Son of God that day. Jesus showed

can be good in the face of evil. We can let

He was God even as He died. He was kind,

faith push us to do our Father’s work. We can

gentle, faithful, and good. While we were all

refuse the easy way out. We can be gentle

still sinners, Jesus died for us to show us

when others are mean. We have God’s

God’s love (Romans 5:8). Golgotha is the

character in us because of King Jesus.
____________________

Things to Think About

Matthew 27:32-54

1. Have you ever been in a shameful place? If so,
how did it make you feel?

32 As they were on the way, they came to a

2. Have you ever been made fun of? How did you
react? Did you believe the mean things people said?

They made him carry the cross for Jesus.

3. Why should we cry out to God when we can’t feel
Him with us?

name means the place of a skull.

4. Why is it important that Jesus broke down the wall
between man and God? How does that make a
difference?
5. What did Christ mean when He said, “It is
finished?”

man called Simon from the country of Cyrene.
33 They came to a place called Golgotha. This
34 They gave Him wine with something in it
to take away the pain. After tasting it, He took
no more.
35 When they had nailed Him to the cross,
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they divided His clothes by drawing names.

over all the land.

*It happened as the early preacher said it

46 About three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud

would happen. He said, “They divided My

voice, “My God, My God, why have You left

clothes among them by drawing names to see

Me alone?”

who would get My coat.”

47 When some of those who stood by heard

36 Then they sat down and watched Him.

that, they said, “This Man is calling for

37 Over His head they put in writing what

Elijah.”

they had against Him, THIS IS JESUS THE

48 At once one of them ran and took a sponge

KING OF THE JEWS.

and filled it with sour wine. He put it on a stick

38 They nailed two robbers to crosses beside

and gave it to Him to drink.

Him. One was on His right side. The other

49 The others said, “Let Him alone. Let us see

was on His left side.

if Elijah will come and save Him.”

39 Those who walked by shook their heads

50 Then Jesus gave another loud cry and gave

and laughed at Him.

up His spirit and died.

40 They said, “You are the One Who could

51 At once the curtain in the house of God was

destroy the house of God and build it up again

torn in two from top to bottom. The earth

in three days. Now save Yourself. If You are

shook and the rocks fell apart.

the Son of God, come down from the cross.”

52 Graves were opened. Bodies of many of

41 The head religious leaders and the teachers

God’s people who were dead were raised.

of the Law and the other leaders made fun of

53 After Jesus was raised from the grave, these

Him also. They said,

arose from their graves and went into

42 “He saved others but He cannot save

Jerusalem, the Holy City. These were seen by

Himself. If He is the King of the Jews, let

many people.

Him come down from the cross. Then we will

54 The captain of the soldiers and those with

believe in Him.

him who were watching Jesus, saw all the

43 He trusts God. Let God save Him now, if

things that were happening. They saw the earth

God cares for Him. He has said, ‘I am the Son

shake and they were very much afraid. They

of God.’”

said, “For sure, this Man was the Son of God.”

44 And the robbers who were nailed to
crosses beside Him made fun of Him the same
way also.
45 From noon until three o’clock it was dark
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

After Jesus rose from the dead, He
chose those who loved Him best to share the
Good News. He wanted them to tell everyone

Matthew:
Jesus and His Kingdom

what He had taught them. Jesus’ plan is for

Lesson 13:
Jesus Is Resurrected and
Made King

News and believe. Today, we have the same

Bible Text
Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20
Memory Verse
“Go and make followers of all the nations. Baptize
them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to do all the
things I have told you. And I am with you always,
even to the end of the world.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
Word List
commission: an order to do or make something
disciple: someone who follows the teachings of
Jesus
resurrected: Jesus was returned to life after His
death
witness: a person who sees something happen
and tells about it
When we have good news in our

everyone in every nation to hear the Good
orders to carry out. This great commission
stands until every nation on earth knows the
Good News of Jesus.
Good News! King Jesus Is Alive!
(Matthew 28:1-4)
Everything changed on Resurrection
Sunday. Death was forever defeated.
Forgiveness was eternally secured. The King
of all Kings would live forever. But no one
knew it yet. The most important news of all
time had to be shared.
Jesus died on the cross on Friday. The
Jews worshipped from sundown Friday night
to sunrise Sunday morning. On Saturday they
only worshipped and rested. Jesus’ body was
quickly buried Friday evening. Those who
loved Jesus waited all day Saturday. It must
have been a long, sad day for them. They

family, we want everyone to know. We call

believed their hopes had died with Jesus on

all the family and tell them the good news.

the cross. They needed to go and put spices

We tell them all the details. Then we tell them on His body. They knew everything had
to spread the news. What would you do if you changed. But they did not yet know the Good
had life-changing good news? How would
you let everyone know? Whom would you
trust to share your good news?

News of Jesus’ resurrection.
In those days a tomb was made by
cutting a cave into a wall of rock. The dead
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body was put in this cave. Then a heavy stone

they didn’t know what would happen next.

was rolled in front of the opening. Roman

Maybe they wondered if the men would

soldiers were placed to guard the tomb of

believe them. They had such important news.

Jesus. The Romans did not want His followers

Could they make the men believe that Jesus

causing trouble.

was alive? Before they left the garden, they

Early on Sunday morning, two women
went to the tomb with spices for the body. As
they came near, the earth began to shake. An

met Jesus. They fell at His feet and worshiped
Him.
They were not in a hurry to leave. But

angel came down from heaven. He walked to

Jesus gave them a command. He said, “Go

the tomb, rolled the stone away, and sat on it.

and tell.” Jesus’ message included a promise.

He didn’t move the stone to let Jesus out.

“Go and tell my followers to go to Galilee.

Jesus was not in the grave anymore. He

They will see Me there.”

moved the stone so the women could see
inside. The angel showed the women that
Jesus was raised from the dead.
Go and Tell the Good News!
(Matthew 28:5-10)
Now someone had to go tell the Good

Power to Tell the Good News
(Matthew 28:16-18)
God always keeps His promises. He
had promised to rise from the grave in three
days. And He did. He promised to meet them
in Galilee. And He did.

News of Jesus. In those days, men did not

Matthew 28:17 says the eleven

trust the word of a woman. But these two

followers worshiped Him, but some did not

women loved Jesus and were the first to hear

believe. How could they not believe when

the Good News. They were the first to believe

they had seen so much? Maybe some of them

Jesus was alive. They were the first to be sent

were waiting until they understood everything

as witnesses about Jesus. The angel said, “Run

before they believed. Refusing to believe kept

fast and tell.” The Good News was so

them from seeing Jesus change their lives.

important, there was no time to waste.
The women had all kinds of feelings.

Jesus said He had all power in heaven
and on earth. That might have seemed strange

They came to the tomb very sad that day.

to the eleven followers. They had just watched

They remembered the ugly way Jesus had

Jesus die at the hands of the Romans. It may

died. Then they were filled with joy because

have seemed that the Romans had all the

Jesus was alive. But they were afraid because

power. They were afraid of the Jews. Maybe
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they thought the Jews had more power.
But Jesus always keeps His promises.

As we go, we make disciples of all
nations. God loves every nation of the world.

Jesus never lies. He said He has all power.

And God’s ways are the same in every nation.

And He does. All of heaven obeys the word

Every culture on earth is spoiled by sin in

of God. On earth, there is no power greater

some way. Only when we live Christ’s way

than Jesus. When things look bad around us,

can we find peace and forgiveness. No matter

we have to remember that the truth of Jesus is

what nation we live in, we should live like

greater than our circumstances.

Jesus.

Commanded to Tell
(Matthew 28:19-20)
Jesus outlined a plan for getting the

Making disciples requires two things—
baptizing and teaching. Baptism means we
enter into a relationship with God and His

Good News to the entire world. We call this

people. Being baptized in water does not save

the Great Commission. It is the most

us. We are baptized simply to show we belong

important thing we can do for Jesus.

to God. The Father, the Son, and the Holy

First, we must go out into the world. It

Spirit are ours because we belong to God’s

would be easy to stay together and worship

family. Baptism is a way of showing this to

King Jesus. The two women stopped to

the world. It should be the first thing we do as

worship Jesus. But He sent them to tell the

disciples.

men. The eleven stopped to worship Him.

Jesus wanted these eleven followers to

But He sent them out to all the nations. We

share everything He had taught them. There

must worship. But we must also go out and

are no secrets about Jesus that only a few can

tell others about King Jesus.

know. Every believer needs to know all that
Jesus taught. We need everything Jesus taught

Things to Think About
1. What feelings would the followers of Jesus have
had on the Saturday before He rose from the dead?
2. Have you ever experienced a time when the truth
of Jesus is greater than the facts of your
circumstances.
3. Are you a believer in Jesus Christ? If so, what are
you doing to follow His order to share the Good
News?
4.How are you helping spread the Word to all
nations?

in order to make disciples.
Things to Remember
Our commission is urgent. We must go
quickly and tell. Our message is important.
Jesus Christ is risen! Our Savior is powerful.
All power belongs to Him. Our Lord is always
with us. There is never a time we are left
alone. His plan is best. Go and make disciples

Lesson 13 ● Page 61

from person to person and from nation to

held His feet and worshiped Him.

nation. Make disciples until He comes again.

10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid.

____________________

Go and tell My followers to go to Galilee.
They will see Me there.”

Matthew 28:1-10, 16-18

…….

1 The Day of Rest was over. The sun was

16 Then the eleven followers went to Galilee.

coming up on the first day of the week. Mary

They went to the mountain where Jesus had

Magdalene and the other Mary came to see

told them to go.

the grave.

17 When they saw Jesus, they worshiped Him.

2 At once the earth shook and an angel of the

But some did not believe.

Lord came down from heaven. He came and

18 Jesus came and said to them, “All power

pushed back the stone from the door and sat

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

on it.

19 Go and make followers of all the nations.

3 His face was bright like lightning. His

Baptize them in the name of the Father and of

clothes were white as snow.

the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

4 The soldiers were shaking with fear and

20 Teach them to do all the things I have told

became as dead men.

you. And I am with you always, even to the

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be

end of the world.”

afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus Who
was nailed to the cross.
6 He is not here! He has risen from the dead
as He said He would. Come and see the place
where the Lord lay.
7 Run fast and tell His followers that He is
risen from the dead. He is going before you to
the country of Galilee. You will see Him
there as I have told you.”
8 They went away from the grave in a hurry.
They were afraid and yet had much joy. They
ran to tell the news to His followers.
9 As they went to tell the followers, Jesus met
them and said hello to them. They came and
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Adult Bible Study

right. He was the answer to the prayers of the
Jews. Their baby was the Son of God.

in Simplified English

Christmas Lesson:
The Dedication of
Baby Jesus

Baby Jesus Was Dedicated
(Luke 2:21-24)
There was a special act to make a new
baby boy part of the Jews. When he was eight
days old, his parents did this for him. It was to
show he was part of the covenant between

Bible Text
Luke 2:21-38

God and Abraham. Once this was done, he
would be a Jew. He could go into the Temple

Memory Verse
“My eyes have seen the One Who will save men
from the punishment of their sins.” (Luke 2:30)

and worship God. He could celebrate the feast

Word List
covenant: a formal and serious agreement about
what should be done; a promise
dedicate: to decide that something or someone
will be intended for only one purpose; to give to
the Lord in a ceremony
dedication: an official ceremony saying that
something or someone has a special purpose
fast: to go without food
provide: to supply something that is needed or
wanted
sacrifice: a person or animal that is killed for the
forgiveness of sin

given a name.

It is exciting when a husband and wife

to remember when God set the Jews free from
slavery in Egypt. On this special day, he was
Jesus did not need to do something
special to agree with God. He was the Son of
God. He was God’s answer to that covenant
with Abraham. But Mary and Joseph did
everything the Jews expected for their new
baby. They followed all the rules. They gave
their baby boy the name the angel had told
Mary. The name of Jesus is the most powerful
name in the world.
This is what Jewish families did. After

have their first baby. Most young mothers

forty days, the firstborn son and his parents

plan carefully. They read books about how to

would come to the Temple in Jerusalem. New

care for a baby. Some churches have special

parents brought a lamb as a sin offering. If

dedication ser vices. This means the par ents they were poor they brought two young birds.
promise to teach their baby all about God.

The animals were killed as a picture of the

Mary and Joseph had a very special baby.

payment for sin. The parents dedicated their

They wanted to be careful to do everything

son to live his life for God.
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Mary and Joseph were poor, so they

was too hard to solve. They went away and

brought two young birds as their offering. But

lived in caves in the desert. They spent their

their son would be the best sin offering of all.

time praying and reading what the old

Jesus was God’s sacrifice for sin. Jesus was

teachers said.

the Son of God. He would die for the sins of

But Simeon did not join any of these

the world. After Jesus died, there was no need

groups. He knew the problem was sin. No

for any other sacrifice.

army or ruler could solve that problem. No

Simeon Was Dedicated to God
(Luke 2:25-35)
We don’t know how old Simeon was.
He had dedicated his life to God. He was very

law or rule could clean up the sin in Israel.
Simeon waited for God to provide the answer.
God would send His Chosen One to save the
Jewish nation. Simeon was careful about his

careful about his relationship with God.

relationship with God. The Holy Spirit was

Simeon was waiting for the day God would

close to Simeon. He wanted that closeness for

save the Jews. The Holy Spirit had told him

all the people.

something important. Simeon knew the would
not die until he saw the savior of the Jews.
At that time, everyone agreed that

It was no accident that Simeon came
into the Temple at the right time. He did not
guess that this was the day. The Holy Spirit

things were not right for the nation of the

led him to the Temple. On this day, Simeon

Jews. There were many different ideas about

held the promise of God in his arms. God sent

these problems and how to solve them. Some

Simeon to give Mary and Joseph an important

thought the Romans were the problem. They

message. He told them their baby would

wanted the Chosen One to come and help

change the world.

them throw off Roman rule. They wanted to

This would be painful for Jesus and for

fight to save Israel. Some people thought the

Mary. Jesus would bear the pain. It would hurt

Romans were the ones to save Israel. They

Mary, too. All parents understand how much

thought the problem was the old Jewish ways.

it hurts to see their child hurt. It would

They wanted to follow the Roman ways. Most

become clear who believed in Jesus and who

of the leaders said the problem was people

did not. Those who believed would rise.

who did not follow the old rules. They did not

Those who did not believe would fall. People

want anything to change from the old days.

would say bad things about their son. Those

Then there were men who said the problem

who rejected Jesus would want Him to die.
This would hurt Mary as badly as a sword
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through her soul.
The Jews thought the Chosen One was

knew God always keeps His promises.
Anna spoke God’s Word to the people

for the Jews only. On the 40th day of Jesus’

at the Temple. It had been a very long time

life, Simeon said Jesus was for all nations.

since God had sent someone to speak for Him.

Simeon knew Jesus was “a light to shine on

On this day, Anna told all the people at the

the people who are not Jews.” Mary and

Temple about Jesus. She knew that they had

Joseph knew Jesus was a special gift from

been looking for the promise from God. They

God. Still, they were surprised by the things

wanted God to solve their problems. But Anna

Simeon said that day.

knew what the people really needed was to be
set free from their sins. Jesus, the tiny baby,

Anna Was Dedicated (Luke 2:36-38)
There was also a very old woman who

would be the answer to their problem with sin.
Jesus is the answers our problem with sin, too.

lived at the Temple. This was very unusual.
People did not spend the night at the Temple.
But Anna did. Her husband had died eighty-

Things to Remember
The problem of this world is sin. The

four years before. She was just a young

root of every problem is sin. A new

woman when he died. Anna did not find

government is not the answer to the problems

another husband. She did not feel sorry for

of a nation. A strong army cannot bring peace.

herself. She dedicated her life to God. Now,

New laws will not stop crime. A new husband

she was over 100 years old. Anna was not

or wife will not make a happy home. The

angry with God but was filled with joy. She

problem that we all have is sin.

spent her days praying and fasting. More than
a husband or family, Anna wanted God. She

Things to Think About

No one was ever set free from sin by
the death of an animal. Only Jesus can save us
from what we deserve for our sin. Only Jesus
can set us free from a life of sin. No one

1. What are you doing to take care of your
relationship with God?

expected the answer to our sin problem to be a

2. How long are you willing to wait for God’s
promises to be real in your life?

think we know the answer to our problems.

baby. God is full of surprises. Sometimes we

3. Do you look for the answers to your problems
from God or from yourself and other people?

All that time Simeon and Anna spent in prayer

4. Is there a sin problem in your life? Have you taken
that to Jesus and asked His forgiveness?

They could see the answer when He arrived in

5. To what have you dedicated your life?

prepared them for that day in the Temple.
their presence. Jesus is the answer. He died for
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the sins of all the world. Celebrate God’s
surprising answer this Christmas by
worshiping Jesus with your whole heart and
life.
____________________
Luke 22:21-38
21 When eight days were over, they did the
religious act of becoming a Jew on the Child.
He was named Jesus. This name was given to
Him by the angel when Mary was told He was
to be born.
22 When the days were over for her to be
made pure as it was written in the Law of
Moses, they took Jesus to Jerusalem to give
Him to the Lord.
23 It is written in the Law of the Lord, “The
first-born male born of a woman will be called
holy to the Lord.”
24 They were to give a gift of two turtle-doves
or two young birds on the altar in worship to
the Lord. This was written in the Law of the
Lord.
25 There was a man in Jerusalem by the name
of Simeon. He was a good man and very
religious. He was looking for the time when
the Jewish nation would be saved. The Holy
Spirit was on him.
26 The Holy Spirit made it known to Simeon
that he would not die before he had seen God’s
Chosen One.
27 He came to the house of God being led by
the Holy Spirit. The parents took Jesus to the
house of God. They came to do what the Law
said must be done.

28 Then Simeon took Jesus in his arms. He gave
honor to Him and thanked God, saying,
29 “Lord, now let me die in peace, as You have
said.
30 My eyes have seen the One Who will save
men from the punishment of their sins.
31 You have made Him ready in the sight of all
nations.
32 He will be a light to shine on the people who
are not Jews. He will be the shining-greatness of
Your people the Jews.”
33 Joseph and the mother of Jesus were
surprised and wondered about these words
which were said about Jesus.
34 Simeon honored them and said to Mary the
mother of Jesus, “See! This Child will make
many people fall and many people rise in the
Jewish nation. He will be spoken against.
35 A sword will cut through your soul. By this
the thoughts of many hearts will be understood.”
36 Anna was a woman who spoke God’s Word.
She was the daughter of Phanuel of the family
group of Asher. Anna was many years old. She
had lived with her husband seven years after she
was married.
37 Her husband had died and she had lived
without a husband eighty-four years. Yet she did
not go away from the house of God. She served
God day and night, praying and going without
food so she could pray better.
38 At that time she came and gave thanks to
God. She told the people in Jerusalem about
Jesus. They were looking for the One to save
them from the punishment of their sins and to
set them free.

