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T 
he purpose of this teaching guide is to provide teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson 

while helping participants improve their English language skills. Use of this material is suggested for 

International Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at a Basic English level. 

 The Teaching Guide begins with listings of the Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory 

Verse, all of which provide the premise for the lesson. This information is followed by a teaching plan under 

headings of Connect with Life, Guide the Study, and Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson, 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas are provided under those same headings. As the teacher, you may pick and 

choose from these helps to use along with the student‟s Study Guide to fit the lesson to your class members‟ 

abilities and needs. 

 The Bible text printed in the lesson material is from the NEW LIFE Version of the Bible (NLV), an 

inexpensive translation (not a paraphrase) which uses only an 850-word vocabulary. The NLV is available 

from Christian Literature International, P. O. Box 777, Canby, Oregon 97013; e-mail christian@canby.com; 

telephone (orders only) 1-800-324-9734. 

 The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a 

Christian environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms will usually be expressed using the NLV 

terminology, followed by the more common term in parentheses; for example, “proud religious law-keeper 

(Pharisee)” or “early preacher (prophet).”  The teacher has the option of using the NLV term for new 

Christians or beginning students, or the common term where it will be better understood and less 

cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has been introduced in the Word List or teaching 

procedures, however, the familiar expression may be used to help students add it to their vocabulary. 

 Prayer is sometimes specifically suggested in the teaching procedures. It should be an integral part of 

your lesson plan. Use your own judgment as to where it best fits into the teaching session. 

 The writers and editors wish you success and give you prayerful support in your teaching of this 

Adult Bible Study in Simplified English. 

Introduction for Teachers 

 

Adult Bible Study in Simplified English is published by the Baptist General Convention of 

Texas and follows the same curriculum plan as the Bible Study for Texas materials, but has 

no Texas emphasis. Teachers may wish to purchase Bible Study for Texas lesson comments 

and teaching guides as additional resources. These may be ordered through your church or 

directly from the Sunday School/Discipleship Division, Baptist General Convention of 

Texas, 333 North Washington, Dallas, TX 75246-1798, e-mail baptistway@bgct.org; FAX 

214-828-5187; or toll-free telephone 1-800-355-5285. 

About the writer 

Margaret Gayle served with her husband, Jim, as a missionary in Vietnam and Indonesia for more than 24 

years. She taught ESL at University of North Texas in Denton and at Tarrant County College for eight 

years. Margaret is a native Texan and lives in Plano. She and her husband have three adult sons and ten 

grandchildren. They are members of First Chinese Baptist Church of Dallas. They presently work through 

the church with international students at UTD & SMU. 



General Suggestions 
1. Provide language edition Bibles so students can 
read the focal passage in their native languages.  
2. Beginning students may require three sessions 
to complete one lesson. 
3. Review the Word Study before beginning the 
study. Provide page (see resources) for class to 
keep vocabulary studies in their notebooks. 
4. Prepare 9-12 core sentences which tell the most 
important part of the Bible focal text. Illustrate each 
sentence with stick figures and symbols in picture 
sequence form (see details below). 
5. Prepare lesson outlines or written materials 
before class—make your own cling sheets by 
cutting apart white plastic garbage bags and writing 
on them with markers. The plastic bags will cling to 
the wall. 

 
Bible Comments/Focal Text 
1. Help students hear English and practice their 
pronunciation by modeling phrases and sentence. 
Allow the entire class to repeat. Be consistent with 
stress and intonation. Speak naturally. 
2. Allow individual students to read a sentence or 
paragraph at a time. For further practice, ask 
students to tell sections from Bible comments in 
their own words. 
3. When time allows, pairs may read the lesson 
again to each other. 
4. Class may close books and listen as a native 
speaker reads the section again. 
5. Discuss lesson using “Things to Think About.” 

 
Memory Verse 
1. Challenge class members to say the Memory 
Verse several times each day.  
2. Provide Study Sheets for students to write 
Memory Verses.  
3. Write phrases or individual words on separate 
pieces of paper. Give to students to place in order. 
4. Write entire verse on board. Read in unison. 
Erase key words a few at a time. Recite verse until 
entire verse is erased and class can repeat by 
memory. 
5. Make a symbol for each word or phrase of the 

verse. 6. Use the symbols as a reminder for saying 
the verse. 
 

Picture Sequencing (Lipson Method) 
This method is especially suited for teaching 
beginners. It consists of a series of pictures with 
accompanying sentences that tell a story. It may be 
used solely for oral production (using pictures 
alone) or for integrated skills (engaging students in 
reading and writing the story).  
You may use real pictures, videotape, pictures that 
are professionally drawn, or stick figures 
 Other benefits include the following: 
1. Relaxed, low-anxiety atmosphere as students 
focus on the pictures and create their own 
sentences to tell the story 
 Focus on fluency, not just accuracy 
 Focus on a message or task rather than form or 
grammar 
 Minimal error-correction as students tell the story  
2. Pictures (even stick figures) convey meaning in 
every language. 
3. The same set of pictures can be used with more 
than one level of students by making the sentences 
easier or more difficult.  
4. The use of pictures helps students learn the 
language in “chunks” rather than words in isolation. 
5. The only item needed is a piece of chalk—or a 
marker, if using a cling sheet or overhead 
transparency. 
 
Preparation 
1. Put a story into sentences that are suitable for 
the level of your students. Try to tell the story with a 
maximum of ten sentences. For low beginners, 
choose the simplest and fewest words possible. 
Keep sentences in their most basic form, so 
students can combine sentences later. 
2. Draw simple pictures or stick figures to illustrate 
key points in the story. These serve as prompts for 
the telling of the story. Other drawing tips: 
  An “x” in a small square beside a picture 
enables you to cue for a negative as you tell the 
story. 
  Direct quotations may be indicated with a 
cartoon-type bubble. 

Suggestions for Teaching 
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Procedure 
1. Introduce the story by following your prepared 
script of sentences (for consistency) and pointing to 
the pictures as you speak. This will give students 
the main idea and help them think in chunks of 
language (as in real-life language use). 
2. Introduce the new words as you again reference 
the pictures. Use props and/or dramatization as 
needed to establish understanding. Work on 
individual sounds and word stress as students 
repeat new words. 
3. Lead students in repetition of the story, one 
sentence at a time, working on sentence stress and 
intonation. 
4. Lead the class in one more repetition of the story 
(going straight through and continuing to refer to 
the pictures throughout the story). 
5. Ask the class to tell you the story as you cue the 
story sequence by pointing to the pictures. (You 
become “stage prompter” at this point.) 
6. Then ask for a single volunteer to tell the story. 
(This may open the door for several more proficient 
students to use what they know.) 
7. Divide the class into small groups of 3-5 students 
to give each person practice in telling the story. 
(Inevitably, the most eager student will go first, 
followed by another “semi”-eager student. By the 
time it is the least proficient student’s turn, he/she 
will have learned a lot by listening, will have 
observed a good model at least a couple of times, 
and will have bolstered courage for risk-taking.) 
8. Follow with questions to review story (begin by 
naming the setting, the characters, etc.—easy 
questions). 
9. Conclude with life application questions that 
require some thought and give students opportunity 
to express opinion, emotion, and their own ideas. 
 
Lesson Expansion 
If the setting and circumstances permit, use these 
ideas:  
—Sequencing pictures (a set for each pair of 
students) while listening to you or to a taped voice 
tell the story 
—Picture sequencing without hearing the story told 
—Matching pictures and sentences 
—Scrambled sentences to arrange in order (writing 
numbers or letters in front of sentences to show 
sequence; cutting up sentences and moving around 
to position correct order) 

—Strip story (cutting up sentences, issuing one 
strip per student, asking students to arrange 
themselves in order, having them retell the story by 
contributing the portion on their paper strip) 
—Cloze (supplying a written copy with every nth 
word blank; students work in pairs to fill in the 
missing words) 
—Dictation (teacher or student telling the story 
while students write what they hear) 
—Provide a copy of the sentences for each 
student. Ask that they read the story to a partner. 
—Ask students to write the story in their own 
words. 
 

Bible passage as content for reading 
Procedure: 
1. Tell the parable or story using pictures. Use 
animation and simple sentences. 
2. Ask questions about the main idea of the story. 
3. Read story aloud while students follow along and 
underline unknown words. Go over the meaning of 
these words with the whole class. 
4. Intermediate or advanced students: Have 
students read silently a second time to look for 
answers to two or three questions about details that 
you have written on the board. Ask students to 
discuss their answers with a partner. Then go over 
answers with the whole class. 
5. Beginning or low-intermediate students: Read 
story again and ask students to repeat it with you 
line by line. 
6. Invite the class to read the story with you in 
unison. 
7. Ask pairs to read the story to each other. 
8. Ask for volunteers to tell the story in their own 
words. 
9. Make drawings large enough for the back row to 
see. 
10. Select a list of new words in the story—
unfamiliar words that the students would not likely 
be able to figure out from context (generally 8-10 
new words per lesson). 
11. List the new words in categories: verbs, nouns, 
adjectives, adverbs. When listing verbs, you may 
write both simple present and past tense forms 
(e.g., eat/ate, walk/walked). Basic beginners would 
do well to tell the story in present tense, but high 
beginners could work in present tense, then retell 
the story in past tense. 

Suggestions for Teaching 
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Checklist for Successful Classrooms 
Right Kind of Input 
1. New language in every lesson 
2. Input that is slightly above the students' current 
level of proficiency 
3. Content relevant to the students' real-life needs 
and interests 
4. Language learned in meaningful chunks, not 
words in isolation 
5. Comprehensibility achieved by use of the 
following: 
 —Realia or authentic materials 
 —Simplified language (rephrasing, repeating, 
clear enunciation) 
 —Demonstration and multiple examples rather 
than explanation 
 —Lots of gestures and nonverbal language 

 

Low Anxiety Environment 
Students should not be afraid to make mistakes or 
take risks in language learning. The following 
factors contribute to a relaxed and comfortable 
atmosphere and build a sense of community: 
—Personally greeting and bidding farewell to 
students 
—Sincere and frequent affirmation 
—Minimal error correction from the teacher 
—Frequent reference to the culture(s) of the 
students 
—Smiles and laughter that are commonplace 

—Connecting with students through eye contact 
and positioning yourself on students’ eye level 
—Calling students by name 

 
Checklist for Real-Life Interaction 
1. Pace activities with a balance of noisy/quiet and 
still/active 
2. Attention to different learning styles (visual, 
auditory, tactile, kinesthetic) 
3. Variety in grouping (predominately pairs and 
small groups of three or five; using whole class in 
initial presentation and again for feedback and wrap
-up at the end) 
4. A focus on a task or message rather than form 
(grammar) 
5. Provision for all four skills (listening, speaking, 
reading, writing) 
6. Avoidance of questions for which answers are 
known 
7. Use of information gap activity in which partners 
have different pieces of information and must ask 
each other questions in order to fill in their gaps of 
understanding 
8. Other useful activities: surveys, interviews, role-
play, problem-solving, and interactive games 
9. Review previous material. 
___________________________ 
Some suggestions based on material developed for the EFL 
Training Manual—Beyond our Borders. 

Suggestions for Teaching 
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Resources for  
Growing Together in Christ 

At BaptistWayPress, www.baptistwaypress.org, you will find additional free 

resources for adult Bible studies which coordinate or supplement this unit: 

 

Teaching Resource Items • Teaching Plans • Weekly Commentaries  

 

Click on Growing Together in Christ, then click on “Teaching Resource Items” for a 

variety of downloadable group activities to supplement the material in this unit.  

 

Additional commentary is provided in the print edition or web edition of the Baptist 

Standard at www.baptiststandard.com. Click Bible Study or Bible Study 

Resources on the main menu.  

http://www.bgct.org/TexasBaptists/Page.aspx?&pid=705


Lesson 1 

“Jesus said to him, „For sure, I tell you, unless a man is 

born again, he cannot see the holy nation of God.‟ For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only Son. 

Whoever puts his trust in God's Son will not be lost but 

will have life that lasts forever.” (John 3:3,16) 

 

Lesson 2 

“There are many people who belong to Christ. And yet, 

we are one body which is Christ‟s. We are all different 

but we depend on each other.” (Romans 12:4) 

 

Lesson 3 

“For what does a man have if he gets all the world and 

loses his own soul? What can a man give to buy back his 

soul?” (Mark 8:36-37) 

 

Lesson 4 

“Come to Me, all of you who work and have heavy 

loads. I will give you rest. Follow My teachings and 

learn from Me. I am gentle and do not have pride. You 

will have rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28-29) 

 

Lesson 5 

“I am your Teacher and Lord. I have washed your feet. 

You should wash each other‟s feet also. I have done this 

to show you what should be done. You should do as I 

have done to you.” (John 13:14-15) 

 

Lesson 6 

“Each man should give as he has decided in his heart. He 

should not give, wishing he could keep it. Or he should 

not give if he feels he has to give. God loves a man who 

gives because he wants to give.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

 

Lesson 7 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 

requests to God.” (Philippians 4:6) 

 

Lesson 8 

“Then Peter came to Jesus and said, „Lord, how many 

times may my brother sin against me and I forgive him, 

up to seven times?‟ Jesus said to him, „I tell you, not 

seven times but seventy times seven!‟ ” 

(Matthew 18:21-22)   

Lesson 9 

“God has chosen you. You are holy and loved by Him. 

Because of this, your new life should be full of loving-

pity. You should be kind to others and have no pride. Be 

gentle and be willing to wait for others.”   

(Colossians 3:12) 

 

Lesson 10 

“All the Holy Writings are God-given and are made 

alive by Him. Man is helped when he is taught God‟s 

Word. It shows what is wrong. It changes the way of a 

man‟s life. It shows him how to be right with God. It 

gives the man who belongs to God everything he needs 

to work well for Him.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 

Lesson 11 

“All those who put their trust in Christ were together and 

shared what they owned.” (Acts 2:44) 

 

Lesson 12 

“Tell of your joy to each other by singing the Songs of 

David and church songs. Sing in your heart to the Lord. 

Always give thanks for all things to God the Father in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 5:19-20) 

 

Lesson 13 

“What if a Christian does not have clothes or food? And 

one of you says to him, „Goodbye, keep yourself warm 

and eat well.‟ But if you do not give him what he needs, 

how does that help him? A faith that does not do things 

is a dead faith.” (James 2:15-17) 

 

Lesson 14 

“Jesus came and said to them, „All power has been given 

to Me in heaven and on earth. Go and make followers of 

all the nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.‟” 

(Matthew 28:18-19) 
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Lesson 1: Responding to God’s Love 

Lesson Focus  
God‟s love is so high and so deep that He offers you life 

that lasts forever as you respond to Jesus, His Son. 

 

Focal Text  
John 3:1-16 

 

Background Text 
John 3:1-21 

 

Memory Verse  
“Jesus said to him, „For sure, I tell you, unless a man is 

born again, he cannot see the holy nation of God.‟ For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only Son. 

Whoever puts his trust in God‟s Son will not be lost but 

will have life that lasts forever.”  

(John 3:3, 16). 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. In a prominent place at the front of the classroom, 

display a number of items typically used when we travel: 

Maps, travel brochures, a Global Positioning System 

(GPS), a passport, etc.  

 Alongside this display, place a poster on which 

is written the three lesson titles for Unit 1: Beginning the 

Journey.  

 

 

 

 Draw attention to the titles and explain that the 

focus of this unit is about a different kind of journey—

the spiritual journey. Comment that the spiritual journey, 

as with any journey, unfolds day by day. On the journey, 

we will struggle with life‟s problems, make decisions 

about which paths to take, refresh ourselves with 

spiritual food, and take time out for rest and reflection. 

 

2. Say: Today’s lesson shows how a person can begin 

the spiritual journey. Point to Lesson 1‟s title and 

comment that as we begin our spiritual journey, we are 

called to “Respond to God‟s Love.” 

 

Guide the Study 
3. Invite someone to read John 3:1-8, and note the 

conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus.  

 Ask: What is the metaphor/image Jesus used to 

describe what Nicodemus needed to do? (Be born again)  

 Then lead the class to consider the meaning of 

the phrase “born again” with these questions:  

—When did you first hear the phrase “born again”? 

—In what circumstances do you hear the phrase most 

often used today? 

 

4. Ask: Would anyone be willing to share from your 

personal experience what being “born again” means to 

you? Allow a brief time for sharing. 

 

6. Read John 3:9-16 aloud to the class and ask members 

to listen for Nicodemus‟s question and Jesus‟ response.  

 Ask: Why do you think Nicodemus 

misunderstood the point Jesus was making? (One 

response: He was focusing on the physical.) 

 

7. Enlarge on the discussion with these comments: 

Nicodemus obviously was perplexed by Jesus‟ 

statement. A person cannot go through the physical birth 

process again. Yet even as a teacher who likely used 

symbols and metaphors when he spoke, Nicodemus did 

not “catch” (understand) what Jesus meant.  

 Explain that the Greek word for “born again” 

might also be translated “born from above.” Perhaps the 

radical change demanded by Jesus, whereby the old 

religious structure and rules would be done away with 

and a new life oriented to Christ would be birthed, was 

too confusing for Nicodemus to grasp. 

 

8. Ask: Why do you think it’s difficult for some people to 

grasp the idea of spiritual rebirth? (Receive responses.) 

 

9. State that like Nicodemus, God‟s love is for us. Invite 

the members to read aloud together John 3:16. State that 

this verse is the most quoted verse in all the Bible. If you 

have members in the class whose native language is not 

English, invite them to quote the verse in their language. 

Unit 1: Beginning the Journey 
 
Lesson 1: Responding to God’s Love  
Lesson 2: Get Together with Fellow Believers  
Lesson 3: Decide to Live Christ’s Way  



 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group‟s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 

10. Ask: According to this verse, what is the bridge 

between God’s love and life that lasts forever? (Putting 

your trust in God)  

 Emphasize that if we have trusted Jesus as Lord 

of life now, we have been born again. We have stepped 

into a new life, a new journey, which is a quality as well 

as a quantity of life. 

 

Encourage Application 
11. Lead members to reflect on their personal 

relationship with Jesus. Invite someone to share a brief 

testimony of how God has changed his life since 

becoming a Christian or how God has worked in his life 

recently. 

 

12. Using the “Engel Scale of Evangelism” for 

discussion (at right), explain how this scale allows us to 

measure where people are in their understanding and 

acceptance of Jesus as Lord.  

 Ask: Is it possible to sense whether a person has 

experienced spiritual new birth? What are some 

evidences you would look for? 

 

13. Close with prayer that all who profess to be born 

again will give evidence of Christ‟s love in lives. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Ask someone who has recently made a trip to bring to 

class all the items he/she used to plan the trip. (Possible 

items: Map, atlas, GPS, passport) Quiz the person with 

these questions: How did you prepare for the trip? Did 

you use a travel agent? Did you use a travel guide?  

 Ask the class: If you were a traveler to a new 

place, who would you want to follow—an agent or a 

guide? Why? (One response: The guide who has been 

there because he/she has personal experience.) 

 

• Note that today’s lesson is about the beginning of a 

spiritual journey. We will have opportunity to review our 

spiritual growth since our commitment to Jesus Christ as 

Lord, and the witness of our character to others. 

 

Encourage Application 
• Invite members to reflect on how much spiritual growth 

they have experienced since they began their journey 

with Jesus. Then ask: How has responding to God’s love 

brought about change in your life? Give opportunity for 

volunteers to share. Close with a prayer of thanks for 

God‟s love that gives us abundant life that lasts forever. 
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Engel Scale of Evangelism 

Awareness of the supernatural 

 

No effective knowledge of Christianity 

 

Initial awareness of Christianity 

 

Interest in Christianity 

 

Awareness of basic facts of the Gospel 

 

Grasp of implications of the Gospel 

 

Positive attitude to the Gospel 

 

Awareness of personal need 

 

Challenge and decision to act 

 

Repentance and faith 

 

A disciple is born! 

 

Evaluation of decision 

 

Initiation into the church 

 

Becoming part of process of making other  

     disciples 

Growth in understanding of the faith 

 

Growth in Christian character 

 

Discovery and use of gifts 

 

Christian lifestyle 

 

Stewardship of resources 

 

Prayer 

 

Openness to others/Effective sharing of faith  

          and life 

The Engel scale was developed by evangelism advocate 

James Engel as one way to think about the process of 

making a decision for Christ. It is more fully explained in  

What‟s Gone Wrong with the Harvest: A Communication 

Strategy for the Church and World Evangelization 

(Zondervan, 1975) by James F. Engel and Wilbert Norton. 
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Lesson 2: Get Together with Fellow Believers 

Lesson Focus  
An essential part of the Christian life is the giving and 

receiving of encouragement with other believers by 

joining in fellowship with them in the church. 

 

Focal Text  
Acts 9:10-19, Romans 12:4-5, Hebrews 10:24-25  

 

Background Text 
Acts 9:1-30; Romans 12:4-8; Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

Memory Verse  
“There are many people who belong to Christ. And yet, 

we are one body which is Christ’s. We are all different 

but we depend on each other” (Romans 12:4). 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
 1. Before class time, solicit the help of a class member 

who has artistic talent. Ask him/her to draw (on a front 

board) a diagram of a road, including curves and deep 

ditches along the shoulders.  

 Begin class by pointing to the road, reminding 

them of the unit title, Beginning the Journey. Note that 

the spiritual journey in life, like this road, is never 

perfectly straight. We often must maneuver around 

curves and face the danger of falling into the ditch. 

 

2. State or summarize the following: When we walk side 

by side with fellow believers, we help each other remain 

safely on the road, and we progress to spiritual maturity. 

Today’s lesson helps us see that joining together in 

fellowship with other believers in the church is essential 

to our growth. 

 

Guide the Study 
3. State that in Acts 9:10-19 we will discover how Paul 

came to understand how the church was essential for 

Jesus to complete His work.  

 Distribute an assignment sheet containing the 

following questions (or photocopy the assignment sheet 

on page 10). Allow the class to work in groups of two to 

read the verses and find answers to the questions. After 

10-15 minutes, discuss the answers orally. 

1. What task or assignment did God give Ananias? 

2. Do you think Judas, the owner of the house, was a 

believer? What kind of relationship could he have 

had with Saul? 

3. What was Ananias’ first reaction to the 

assignment? 

4. What the result of Ananias’ faithfulness in giving 

God’s message to Saul? 

5. How difficult do you think it was for the other 

followers of Jesus in Damascus to accept the newly 

converted Saul? What are some things that may have 

gone on during the days he spent with them? 

 

4. Ask: Do we ever find it difficult to accept people into 

our church fellowship who are different from us?  

 Suggest possible differences such as racial and 

cultural backgrounds, styles of clothing and dress, 

theological viewpoints. (Allow a brief time for 

responses.)  

 Then ask for suggestions of what your church 

could do to show more acceptance of people who are 

different. 

 

5. Invite someone to read Romans 12:4-5 aloud while 

everyone listens for how the relationship of Christ and 

the church is described. (A body with many parts)  

 Ask: In what ways do church members show 

their dependence on each other? (One response: When 

we work together to show love to others.) 

 

6. Lead the class to brainstorm how our differences 

could actually lead to unity. 

 

7. Read Hebrews 10:24-25 aloud together as a class.  

 Referring to verse 24, invite members to suggest 

ways church members can help each other to love and do 

good to people inside and outside the church.  

 List the responses on a front board. (Responses 

may include: Model a loving attitude toward others, 

refuse to give or listen to bad reports of fellow members, 

serve the sick and needy, and show hospitality.) 

 

8. Referring to verse 25, invite members to recall 

reasons people give for staying away from church.  

 Then ask: Why do YOU come to church?  

 Allow time for several members to respond. 

 



 

Encourage Application 
9. Ask the class to consider how being a part of a church 

fellowship has helped them to grow spiritually. Guide 

them to identify such things as: 

—praying for each other 

—going on mission trips 

—participating in discipleship groups 

—sharing in fellowship dinners, etc.  

 Allow a brief time for sharing. 

 

10. Close with a prayer that all members of Christ’s body 

would grow spiritually as they participate in the body of 

Christ, the church. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Tell this true story:  

 Jim’s wife was a Christian and attended church 

regularly. But Jim had never been interested in church or 

in the Christian faith. But he loved to play badminton. So 

when he was invited to join a group of men playing 

badminton one night a week at the church gym, he 

accepted. Jim soon recognized that these men had 

something he didn’t have. When they invited him to 

attend a Bible study, he heard the group members tell 

about God’s activity in their daily lives. Jim began to see 

that he needed Jesus Christ as his Savior and in his life 

as well. Jim was later baptized and joined his wife in 

regular attendance at church where he now serves as a 

greeter for Sunday worship. 

 State that in today’s lesson we will focus on the 

church and its importance as the body of Christ at work 

in the world. 

 

Encourage Application 
• Ask: What are the benefits of regular church 

attendance? (Receive responses.)  

 Then ask: What are some steps of action you 

could take to encourage others to be faithful to attend 

church? 

 

• Close with a prayer that all members of Christ’s body 

will enjoy the benefit and blessing of regularly meeting 

together. 

 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group’s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 
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1. What task or assignment did God give 
Ananias? 
 
 
2. Do you think Judas, the owner of the house, 
was a believer? What kind of relationship could 
he have had with Saul? 
 
 
3. What was Ananias’ first reaction to the 
assignment? 
 
 
4. What the result of Ananias’ faithfulness in 
giving God’s message to Saul? 
 
 
5. How difficult do you think it was for the other 
followers of Jesus in Damascus to accept the 
newly converted Saul? What are some things 
that may have gone on during the days he spent 
with them? 

Assignment Sheet 
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Lesson 3: Decide to Live Christ’s Way 

Lesson Focus  
Christians are to commit themselves to following Christ 

in all areas of their lives. 

 

Focal Text  
Mark 8:27-37, Romans 6:1-4 

 

Memory Verse  
“For what does a man have if he gets all the world and 

loses his own soul? What can a man give to buy back his 

soul?” (Mark 8:36-37) 
_________________ 

 

Connect with Life 
1. Prior to class, invite a respected elder of the church to 

give a brief testimony of his journey with the Lord. 

Suggest that he use this outline:  

—What his life was like before he trusted in the Lord 

—What brought about his decision to follow Christ 

—How that decision has affected all areas of his life 

 

2. Introduce the person as someone who responded to 

God’s love and decided to live life Christ’s way. After 

the presentation, allow a brief time for class members to 

pose further questions of the elder. 

 

3. Point out that in today’s lesson we will study what it 

means to live Christ’s way. 

 

Guide the Study 
4. State that Mark 8:27-30 gives an exchange of 

questions and answers between Jesus and His disciples. 

Invite the class to read the verses silently.  

 

5. Ask: What kind of recognition had the people in the 

towns of Caesarea Philippi given to Jesus? (Elijah and 

John the Baptist were great prophets. So He had high 

status in their eyes.) 

 

6. Ask: What do you think was in Peter’s mind when he 

said, “You are the Christ”? Remind the class that the 

word Christ also means Messiah or one anointed from 

God. The Jewish people hoped for a king anointed by 

God to be Israel’s deliverer. 

7. Draw attention to verse 30. Ask: What do you think 

were Jesus’ reasons for not wanting His disciples to tell 

anyone that He was the Christ? (Possible responses: He 

had not yet established His true identity. The Roman 

authorities may have arrested Him before His work was 

finished.) 

 

8. Invite someone to read Mark 8:31-33 aloud.  

 Ask the class to suggest words that might 

describe the atmosphere on this occasion. (Tense, 

heated, emotional) 

 

9. Then ask: What do you think was in Peter’s mind 

when he objected to Jesus’ statement about His death 

and resurrection?  

 Remind the class that it was only after Jesus’ 

resurrection that the disciples truly understood. At this 

point, the disciples did not feel comforted by what Jesus 

told them. 

 

10. Point out that the same disciple, who had confessed 

Jesus to be the Christ, is now called “Satan” by Jesus. 

 Ask: What was the message to Peter in Christ’s 

rebuke? (He was obstructing God’s purpose for Jesus’ 

life.) 

 Invite the class to consider whether we have 

ever had in mind some ways or designs which were not 

of God. Ask: Have you ever felt rebuked by Christ? How 

did it feel? How did you change your attitude or 

actions? 

 

11. Ask members to read Mark 8:34-37 silently while 

noting the paradoxes (ideas that contradict but are true) 

which are mentioned.  

 Lead the class to discuss the paradoxes. Add 

these comments as necessary:  

—To take up one’s cross is to die to self.  

—Old loyalties die when we commit our way to Christ.  

—The nature of Christ’s rule in our life is service.  

—Life kept for our own purposes is lost; life given away 

for the benefit of others is life found. 

 

12. Continue by asking someone to read Romans 6:1-4 

aloud. Invite the class to reflect on these questions:  

—What does Paul’s point that we are dead to sin mean 

to you?  

—What does the new life in Christ mean to you? 



 

13. Comment that in these verses we learn that to journey 

on the “Jesus way” is to enter a death and resurrection, 

symbolized in baptism. Explain that the water of baptism 

means that old loyalties die; to be raised from the water 

of baptism means that we take up a new way of life with 

Jesus.  

 Invite class members to commit or recommit to 

the Christ’s way. 

 

Encourage Application 
14. Write this statement on the front board and ask 

members to reflect on it: “You may be the only presence 

of Christ which the persons around you will ever know.” 

 Then ask: If this is true, what way should we live 

as followers of Christ? 

 

15. Close with a prayer that we might always live and 

reflect Christ’s way to others around us. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Ask this question: Do people who know you are a 

Christian know who Jesus is to you? 

 Then state that our lesson today will help us 

consider what professing Jesus as Lord of our life means 

to us. Following Christ’s way is not an easy path. It 

requires a death to self. 

 

• Explain that in today’s lesson, we will look at Jesus’ 

conversation with his disciples about what it means to 

follow Him and live life His way. 

 

Encourage Application 
• When discussing #10 (who has ever experienced Jesus’ 

rebuke), add this question: How different is conviction of 

sin and remorse at being caught? 

 

• In closing, suggest that members consider ways they 

can proclaim Jesus as Lord in their daily life during the 

following week. Close with prayer that we would follow 

Christ in all the areas of our lives. 

 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group’s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 
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Lesson 4: Be a Learner 

Lesson Focus  
To be a disciple of Jesus is to learn continually from 

Jesus. 

 

Focal Text  
Matthew 11:28-30, John 14:23-26, I Corinthians 3:1-3, 

Hebrews 5:11-14 

 

Background Text 

Matthew 11:25-30, John 14:23-26, 1 Corinthians 3:1-4, 

Hebrews 5:11-14 

 

Memory Verse  
“Come to Me, all of you who work and have heavy 

loads. I will give you rest. Follow My teachings and 

learn from Me. I am gentle and do not have pride. You 

will have rest for your souls….” (Matthew 11:28-29) 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Before class prepare/display a poster or write on the 

front board the following announcement: 

 

 (Use the appropriate season for the time of year 

you are teaching this lesson.)  

 Distribute a small blank paper and pencil to each 

class member. 

 

2. Ask the members to pretend they are students and 

could choose the spiritual lessons they would like to 

learn from Jesus. Ask them to list two or three lessons 

they are interested in learning. After a brief time, invite 

the group to share their choices of lessons to learn. 

 

3. State that today’s lesson calls us to continue to learn 

from Jesus, through the Holy Spirit Who is our helper. 

 

Guide the Study 
4. State that being a follower of Christ means we will 

begin a lifetime of learning. Tell the class that you 

would like their help in making an overview of spiritual 

lessons which different age groups in the church 

typically learn. List the age groups on the board and 

write the members’ responses beside each age group. 

Prompt as needed with the ideas below. 

 

—Early Childhood (The children learn they are loved 

and cared for by God.) 

—Adolescence (They learn more than the stories about 

Jesus; they come to know Christ Himself.) 

—Youth (They learn to help others; they see the benefit 

of service beyond themselves.) 

—Adulthood (They learn to walk in faith; they enjoy 

daily fellowship with the Lord; they serve with humility 

and sacrifice.) 

 

5. Invite the class to read Matthew 11:28-30 silently. 

 Lead class to consider how lifelong learning 

from Jesus is a blessing, not a burden. Receive responses 

from several members. 

 

6. Continue by reading John 14:23-26. Ask the class to 

point out key thoughts about learning from these verses. 

(Responses might include: Learning involves obeying 

Jesus’ teachings, remembering His teachings, letting the 

Holy Spirit help us follow Jesus.) 

 

7. Suggest that the verses in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3 give an 

example of a group of Christians who had failed to 

continue growing spiritually. Invite members to read the 

verses silently, then lead a discussion with these 

questions: 

—What was the Corinthians’ greatest need? (To obey 

Christ in order to grow) 

—What was their situation, spiritually? (They were only 

able to take milk, not the meat of the teachings of Jesus. 

Thus they were immature, not growing in the faith.) 

—What problems did their immaturity cause? (Jealousy, 

fighting, living in sin) 

 

8. After reading Hebrews 5:11-14, ask: What problem 

did the original readers of the Hebrews have? How was 

this group of Christians like the Corinthians?  

All Fall Classes 
Taught by  

Jesus Christ!  
 

Sign up now! 



 

“The most difficult lessons we will ever learn are the 

ones we thought we already knew.”  

 Allow for responses, then state again the lesson 

focus: To be a disciple of Jesus is to learn continually 

from Jesus.  

 Close with a prayer for hearts that desire to 

learn. 

 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group’s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 

 Receive responses, then ask: What was the 

writer’s main disappointment with these men and 

women? (One response: By now, they should have 

mastered the ABC’s of Christ’s teachings and become 

teachers themselves.) 

 

9. Lead a short discussion of reasons Christians do not 

grow but remain as babies in their faith and walk with 

the Lord. (Be sure the discussion includes these points: 

Being disobedient in the little things, having a heart that 

doesn’t want to learn, and failing to study and apply 

Christ’s teachings to daily life.) 

 

10. Draw attention to verse 14 and stress that Christians 

should learn to use our minds to tell the difference 

between good and bad. Only mature Christians are able 

to do this. 

 

Encourage Application 
11. Ask: What have you learned this week? What have 

you learned during the past six months? (Explain that 

lessons learned can be in any area of life.)  

 Receive responses, than ask: What is the greatest 

spiritual lesson you have learned over the last year? 

Allow time for sharing. 

 

12. Suggest that each member consider this question: 

What is one spiritual lesson I need to learn in my present 

circumstances? 

 

13. Close with a prayer of commitment that with the help 

of the Holy Spirit we will use our minds and our wills to 

grow in spiritual maturity so that we can teach others 

through our life and words what it means to follow 

Christ. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Bring to class and display on a front table several items 

related to infants. (Possible items: Jar of baby food, 

diaper, pacifier, cloth baby book)  

 Ask: What thoughts do these items bring to mind 

about people who need to use them? (Possible responses: 

Helpless, small, needy, dependent.) Relate the responses 

to today’s lesson by saying that remaining as a spiritual 

infant is not something a Christian would want to do. 

 

Encourage Application 
• Display a poster (or enlarge the display text at right) on 

which is written this quote:  
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The most  

difficult lessons 
we will 

ever learn  
are the ones  
we thought  

we already knew. 

Display quote for Supplemental Teaching Ideas/
Encourage Application 
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Lesson 5: Learning to Serve 

Lesson Focus  
Serving others is a characteristic of genuine Christian 

living. 

 

Focal Text  
John 13:3-17 

 

Background Text 

John 13:1-17, 1 John 3:16-18 

 

Memory Verse  
“I am your Teacher and Lord, I have washed your feet. 

You should wash each other’s also. I have done this to 

show you what should be done. You should do as I have 

done to you.” (John 13:14-15) 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
.1. Remind the class of last week’s lesson focus, that a 

follower of Christ must first of all be a learner. Explain 

that in the next five lessons we will focus on some 

practices that Christians need to learn. Today’s lesson 

focuses on learning to serve. 

 

2. Enlist a member to recount the story in the Study 

Guide Introduction about the young couple who went to 

Iraq to serve the people suffering from the war. After 

reviewing the story, comment that serving others may 

cost more than helping an elderly person buy groceries. 

Serving others sometimes costs Christians their lives. 

Emphasize that serving others requires a willingness to 

sacrifice and that Jesus is our example of the greatest 

service to man. He willingly sacrificed His life to pay 

the penalty for our sins. 

 

Guide the Study 
3. Invite someone to read John 13:3-5 aloud and then 

lead the members to respond to these questions: 

—Why were Jesus and His disciples gathered on this 

occasion? (As needed, supply information about the 

Passover supper from the Study Guide, “Jesus Chooses 

to Serve.”) 

—Who was the host at the supper? 

—How did the act of washing the disciples’ feet make 

Jesus appear as a servant? 

—How does serving others show we value them? 

 

4. Solicit three volunteers to read John 13:6-11, with one 

person acting as narrator, one as Peter, and one as Jesus. 

Ask the class to note the ways Peter reveals that what 

Jesus was doing did not make sense to him. Lead the 

class to discuss these questions: 

 

—Why do you think Peter objected when Jesus came to 

him to wash his feet?  (Peter knew Jesus as Lord. Yet 

Jesus was performing the task of the lowliest of slaves. 

Peter may have felt shame that a person with authority 

was serving him.)  

 Invite members of the class who are from shame

-based cultures to comment about the role of people in 

authority as opposed to the role of people who serve. 

 

—Why did Peter change his mind? 

 

—What attitude did Jesus demonstrate through the act of 

washing His disciples’ feet? (That His followers must be 

humble and willingly serve others.) 

 

—In what way does the act of washing the disciples’ feet 

relate to what Jesus did the following day when He died 

on the cross? (Jesus was Lord and Savior, yet He came 

to serve. The greatest service He did for mankind was 

humbling Himself to die on the cross for our sins.) 

 

5. Invite the class to read silently verses 12-17 and note 

the question Jesus asks in verse 12, “Do you understand 

what I have done to you?”  

 Ask: What is the meaning Jesus wanted the 

disciples to get from His act of washing their feet? (That 

a follower of His must first of all allow Jesus to serve 

him/her. Also, that a follower of Jesus must be as He is, 

a servant to all.) 

 

6. Read together as a class verse 15. Then ask: How 

clear is this?  

 Ask the class to reflect on how often we don’t 

do what should be done in serving others, even though 

we cannot misunderstand Jesus’ words. Now read 

together, as a class, verse 17 and note the relationship of 

“doing them” to being happy. 

 



 

lesson to further your group’s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 

Encourage Application 
7. Invite the class to reflect on ways they serve others. 

 Ask: What service do you do to others that you 

consider the most lowly? (A nurse in the class might say 

emptying patients’ bed pans; a housewife might say 

cooking for the family, etc.)  

 Then ask: Why do you do perform these 

services? What attitude do you have while you are doing 

them? 

 

8. If possible, provide small cloths (made from soft 

material) to each member. Suggest that they let the cloth 

be a reminder to be a servant during the coming week. 

Suggest that they might use the cloth in some service, 

like dusting the chairs in the meeting room, wiping off a 

serving counter, or offering it to someone to wipe his/her 

brow. 

 

9. Close with a prayer of thanks that Jesus served us in 

His death on the cross and for the happiness we can 

know when we serve others as Jesus did. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Enlist someone who has lived in a culture other than 

America to present a brief explanation to the class of the 

status in society which belongs to people in authority. 

Suggest that he/she tells what rights and privileges they 

have above ordinary citizens. What tasks would they not 

do? 

 State that in today’s lesson we see Jesus, Lord 

and Master of all, humbling Himself to wash His 

disciples’ feet. This act demonstrates that to be Jesus’ 

followers, we must first of all allow Him to serve us by 

accepting His death on the cross for our forgiveness. It 

also demonstrates that as followers, we are to be like 

Jesus; we are to serve others. 

 

Encourage Application 
• Read this statement and ask for responses: “A person’s 

willingness to take on a dirty job is a good indicator of 

his/her commitment to serve Christ by serving others.” 

Invite members to name people they know who are 

willing to take on a dirty job. 

 

• Close in prayer, thanking the Lord for His service to us, 

and asking for His guidance as we seek to serve others 

during the coming week. 

 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 
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Lesson 6: Learning to Give  

Lesson Focus  
Giving ourselves to the Lord leads us to give of our 

material possessions to help others in need and to 

advance God’s work in the world. 

 

Focal Text  
2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 9:6-8 

 

Background Text 

2 Corinthians 8-9  

 

Memory Verse  
“Each man should give as he has decided in his heart. He 

should not give, wishing he could keep it. Or he should 

not give if he feels he has to give. God loves a man who 

gives because he wants to give.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Involve the class in this group activity: Tell members 

to pretend they have $100,000 to spend, and they may 

spend it on four items/people/projects. After a few 

minutes, take turns allowing members to tell how they 

would spend their money. (You may choose to 

supplement this activity by making copies of the handout 

on the next page. Class members may write one of their 

“expenditures” on each of the four arrows.) 

 Then ask: If you suddenly received $100,000, 

would it be easier to use it for your own needs or to give 

a portion of it away to others and to ministries of the 

church? 

 

2. Point out that today’s lesson title is “Learning to 

Give” and that being a Christian has a lot to do with 

giving. 

 

Guide the Study 
3. Ask the class to consider this question: What 

encourages you to want to give?  

 Invite a few members to respond. Then write 

this lesson outline on the board:  

Encouraged by others’ example 

Encouraged by Jesus’ example 

Encouraged by the example of nature 

4. Invite a member to read 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 aloud. 

Provide this background information about the passage:  

 Paul and other missionaries viewed the 

churches they began as part of a whole. Giving to help 

meet the needs of other Christians helped to link the 

churches to a common cause. Paul offered the 

Christians at Corinth the opportunity to support the poor 

Christians in Jerusalem who were suffering economic 

hardship. He had requested their help earlier, but for 

some reason, the offering was delayed. Now Paul was 

urging them again to be faithful to help others. He held 

up the churches in Macedonia as a good example of 

churches which had learned to give. 

 

5. Use these questions to guide the discussion: 

—What was the financial condition of the churches in 

Macedonia? 

—What did these churches give first? 

—How would you describe their attitude toward giving? 

—Why do you think Paul mentions these things to the 

Corinthians? 

 

6. Invite someone to read 2 Corinthians 8:8-9 aloud. 

 Make this statement: Probably all of us at one 

time of another have given out of a sense of guilt or 

obligation.  

 Ask: When we give like this, what is the result? 

Receive responses and then lead the class to brainstorm 

ways we can guard our hearts so we give wisely and 

cheerfully. 

 

7. Remind the class of the words of John 3:16: “For God 

so loved the world that He gave his only Son.”  

 State that God did not give out of obligation, but 

freely, out of love for us.  

 Refer to verse 9 and ask the class to read it 

together, noting that Jesus, Who was rich, became poor 

for our good. He gave the ultimate gift when He gave 

His life for us. 

 

8. Invite the class to read 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 silently 

and then to name the principles of giving mentioned in 

these verses. (Be sure to name the principle from 

agriculture: The more we sow, the more we reap.) 

 Comment that Paul is not teaching that we give 

to get more wealth. When we give, what we get is worth 

more than money. We invest in God’s kingdom by 



 

 State that our lesson today gives us much  

encouragement for giving. We could not live unless God 

first gave us life, and others helped nurture us in life. As 

we experience salvation in Christ and His gift of eternal 

life, we are motivated to give, not just our money, but 

our lives as well. 

 

Encourage Application 
• Invite a member (or a generous supporter of the 

church—not necessarily a wealthy person, but a faithful 

one) to tell how he/she realized the importance of giving 

in his/her Christian life, what principles he/she has 

followed in giving, and how God has blessed and 

supplied his/her needs. Allow a brief time for questions 

and answers. 

 

• Close with a prayer of thanks for the privilege of being 

partners with God in His work in the world and for His 

gracious provisions for us as we give. 

 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group’s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 

helping to change the lives of others. By giving 

willingly, God will meet our needs and will work in our 

lives with His abundance. 

 

Encourage Application 
9. Prior to class, prepare a list of the various ministries 

your church can offer because people give. Distribute the 

list and ask members to think about the lives touched 

because of these ministries. 

 

10. Close by stating: We are stronger together than we 

are individually. The church is a channel through which 

we can fulfill the call of Jesus to extend the Gospel to all 

people.  

 Close with a prayer of gratitude that we can join 

with other Christians in giving to the needs of others. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Before class, write the following statement on the board 

or prepare a poster:  
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Giving is not just a part of the Gospel;  

it is the heart of the Gospel.  

 
 

 
How would you spend  

$100,000?  

Supplemental Handout for Connect with Life #1 
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Lesson 7: Learning to Worship  

Lesson Focus  
The example and instruction of Jesus teaches us that 

Christians should worship both privately and together. 

 

Focal Text  
Mark 1:35-36; Luke 4:16, 11:1-4; Philippians 4:6  

 

Background Text 

Mark 1:35-36; Luke 4:16, 11:1-13; Philippians 4:6 

 

Memory Verse  
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 

requests to God.” (Philippians 4:6) 
_________________ 

 

Connect with Life 
1. Write in large bold letters the word WORSHIP on a 

marker board, followed by the question: What is 

worship? (Be aware that the concept of worship may not 

be understood by members of the class who are not from 

a Christian background. Explain that worship is showing 

reverence or respect to a divine or supernatural being.)  

 Now add the question: What is Christian 

worship? Receive responses from class members. 

 

2. Expand as needed on the responses given by adding 

these comments:  

—Worship is the most important thing Christians do.  

—In worship, we express our love and devotion to God 

as the One Who has first priority in our lives. In the act 

of worship, we show we value God. 

 

3. Comment that today’s lesson calls upon us to make 

worship a priority in our lives. We are asked to examine 

our hearts and ask ourselves, “How important is worship 

to me?” 

 

Guide the Study 
4. Present a brief summary of the events listed in Mark 

1:21-34 as background to today’s focal verses. Then lead 

a discussion of verses 35-36 with these questions: 

—When did Jesus find time to pray? 

—Where did He go to pray?  

—What is important about “being alone”? 

—Do you think Jesus regretted being found by Simon 

and the others? 

 Continue with this question: 

—What does this example of Jesus praying teach us 

about private worship? 

 Ask class members to consider how the example 

of Jesus can help them in their own personal worship. 

 

5. Invite a class member to read aloud Luke 4:16.  

 State that public worship was part of Jesus’ life. 

Explain that the Jewish synagogues were the center of 

life in Jewish towns. A ruler of the synagogue presided 

over the activities, and Jesus was asked to read the holy 

writings and make comments about them. Jesus used the 

occasion to announce that He was fulfilling the words of 

the prophets of old, that He had come to preach the 

Good News to the people. 

 

6. Ask: What parallels do you see in the circumstances 

of Jesus’ public worship and our worship in churches 

today? (Responses might include: Public worship is the 

“gathered church.” Brothers and sisters come together to 

hear God’s Word. We listen to learn to do what God 

wants us to do.) 

 

7. Prior to class, prepare a copy of the model prayer with 

space left beside each line for additional writing. (See 

sample on next page which can be duplicated for class 

use).  

 Invite the class to read silently the model prayer 

in Luke 11:1-4. Then suggest that members work in 

pairs and rephrase the prayer using their own words. 

Allow sufficient time, then invite several volunteers to 

read their prayers.  

 Ask: As you pray the prayer, which thoughts 

mean the most to you? ...God’s holiness? ...We can trust 

God to provide our physical needs? ...We need and must 

give forgiveness? ...God can help us overcome 

temptation? 

 

8. Lead the class to read Philippians 4:6 and listen for 

how learning to pray will keep us from worrying.  

 Note that someone once said, “The answer to not 

worrying about anything is to pray about everything.” 

 Ask: What are we to ask God for?  

 Note that Paul is emphasizing not only 



 

make worship a priority this week. 

 

11. Lead the class in a prayer of commitment to 

participate faithfully in personal and public worship. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Ask: What is the most meaningful worship experience 

you have ever had? Was it in private worship or public 

worship? After a time for reflection, invite two or three 

members to share. Then ask the class to think about how 

they would complete this sentence, “I worship best  

when ….” Allow several volunteers to respond. 

 Explain that today’s lesson calls on us to make 

worship, both private and public, a priority in our lives. 

Worship is important because it helps us to know God’s 

power and His holiness, and it helps us focus on God’s 

will for our lives. 

 

Encourage Application 
• State: Worship is about God, but it changes us.  

 Then tell the story of C. S. (Jack) Lewis, 

portrayed in the movie, Shadowlands. The Christian 

author was facing terrible difficulties at a time when his 

wife, Joy, was dying with cancer. A friend said to Lewis, 

“Jack, I know how hard you’ve been praying, and now 

God is answering your prayers.” Lewis then replied, 

“That’s not why I pray, Harry. I pray because I cannot 

help myself. I pray because I’m helpless. I pray because 

the need flows out of me all the time, waking and 

sleeping. It doesn’t change God; it changes me.”  

 State again that when we learn to worship, we 

are changed. We learn to trust God. 

 Close with a prayer of thanksgiving to God for 

leading us in experiences of worship. 

individual praying, but also praying with fellow believers 

for mutual needs of the church. 

 

Encourage Application 
9. Copy and cut out the phrases below which serve as 

summary sentences of the key points from today’s 

lesson. Distribute the slips of paper, and ask that 

recipients read it aloud. (Add more summary sentences 

by gleaning from the Study Guide lesson, so every 

member will have a slip of paper to read aloud then take 

home as a reminder.) 

10. Ask the class to consider how they might draw nearer 

to God through worship this week.  

 Ask: Do you need to develop a more intimate 

personal worship time with God? Do you need to be 

more faithful to public worship?  

 Suggest that they keep the slips as a reminder to 
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Worship is an action toward God  
in which we acknowledge His holy nature. 

 
Place is important in our prayer time. 

 

If Jesus needed to worship to meet His responsibilities, 
then we do as well. 

 

The church is a place  
where believers can gather to worship. 

 
Worship and worry cannot live in the same heart. 

The Model Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,  

Your name is holy.  

May Your holy nation come.  

What You want done,  

may it be done on earth  

as it is in heaven. 

Give us the bread we need everyday. 

Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Do not let us be tempted. 

Guide the Study/#7 
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Lesson 8: Learning to Build Christ-like Relationships  

Lesson Focus  
Following Christ calls believers to relate to one another 

with open communication and a willingness to forgive. 

 

Focal Text  
Matthew 18:15-17, 21-35; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

 

Background Text 

Matthew 18:15-35; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

 

Memory Verse  
“Then Peter came to Jesus and said, „Lord, how many 

times may my brother sin against me and I forgive him, 

up to seven times?‟ Jesus said to him, „I tell you, not 

seven times but seventy times seven!‟”  

(Matthew 18:21-22) 
_________________ 

 

Connect with Life 
1. Refer to the Unit 2 title, Growing in Christ, and ask 

class members to recall the Christian practices studied in 

previous lessons (Being a Learner, Learning to Serve, 

Learning to Give, Learning to Worship). 

 State that today‟s lesson focuses on learning to 

build Christ-like relationships, especially as it concerns 

the body of Christ, the church. 

 

2. Suggest that you need the class members‟ help in 

solving a problem in your church. Tell this case study 

and ask members to share insights and responses. 

 You have been attending church for several 

years and work in the media department. You see your 

role as a servant, and you willingly give extra hours to 

work with the music committee and worship team. Once, 

when the sound equipment malfunctioned, a committee 

member blamed you. Now you feel misused and angry. 

What should you do? 

 

3. State that relationships with others are so important 

that Jesus taught much about it. Today‟s focal text shows 

the seriousness with which Jesus considered the attitudes 

and conduct of Christian brothers and sisters toward 

each other. Paul also taught that forgiveness is the key to 

maintaining Christ-like relationships with others. 

 

Guide the Study 
4. State that Jesus called His followers to take steps to 

solve problems with their fellow believers. Lead the 

class the read Matthew 18:15-17 and name the steps. 

Then ask for responses to these questions: 

—Who should take the initiative? (the person sinned 

against) 

—What should the motive be? (love and restoration) 

—Why is it helpful to involve one or two others in the 

problem? (to clarify the problem, to mediate) 

—How should the church respond to a person who does 

not listen to the church? (to consider him/her as one who 

does not know God) 

—What would you say is the reason Jesus instructed us 

to follow these steps? (Broken relationships among 

Christian brothers and sisters affect the unity of the 

church. When a person refuses to listen to the church, 

he/she is indicating a desire not to fellowship with the 

church.) 

 

5. State that the key to restoring a broken relationship is 

forgiveness. Invite someone to read Matthew 18:21-35 

aloud.  

 Point out that Peter probably thought he was 

being generous in offering to forgive seven times. But 

Jesus‟ answer was much higher and shows how limitless 

our forgiveness toward others should be. 

 

6. Invite the class to suggest the main points of the 

parable Jesus told about the two servants.  

 Then ask: Have you ever been like the 

unforgiving servant? Receive responses if there are any 

forthcoming.  

 Then follow with a discussion of these 

questions: 

—Why should forgiveness be easier for a Christian than 

for an unbeliever? (If God forgives our great debt of sin 

to Him, we should forgive someone who sins against 

us.) 

—When is it most difficult for you to forgive? Allow 

volunteers to share. 

 

7. Comment that in every relationship there is a 

possibility for being hurt. Point out that 2 Corinthians 

2:5-11 contains an example from the early church where 

the Apostle Paul was hurt by a fellow believer. Read the 



 

 Note that today‟s study will help us understand 

how church members can develop and maintain Christ-

like relationships with one another. 

 

Encourage Application 
• Emphasize that when we take steps of action to build 

Christ-like relationships with an offender or offended 

person, we should always have the good of the other 

person in mind. Jesus wants us to reclaim the other 

person from his/her hurtful ways. 

 

• Present this case study and ask the class to suggest 

possible actions to take, based on today‟s study. 

 During a church conference when the church 

budget was being discussed, Mr. Hui, a successful 

businessman, questioned a proposal of the finance 

committee. Afterwards, he heard several members 

criticizing him, even saying his influence was too great 

in the church. Now Mr. Hui is considering leaving the 

church because he feels that others don’t value him. 

What actions should Mr. Hui take that would be for the 

good of the men who criticized him? ...for the good of 

the church? 

 

• Close with a prayer of gratitude for the teachings of 

Jesus and the bond of love we share as members of His 

body, the church. 

 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group‟s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, and new words and 

definitions. 

passage to the class while they listen for Paul‟s 

instruction to the church. Invite members to suggest key 

points of Paul‟s instruction. Then ask:  

—What attitude did Paul show? (forgiveness)  

—What action did Paul want the church to take? (to 

forgive and comfort the one who caused the hurt)  

—What attitude was important for the church to have? 

(love) 

 

8. Ask: According to Paul, why is it necessary that 

individuals and churches handle relationship problems 

in a Christ-like way? (Satan wins when Christians do not 

show love and forgiveness toward one another.) 

 

Encourage Application 
9. Refer to “Things to Think About” in the Study Guide 

and ask members to respond to each one. Be sensitive to 

any member who feels ill-at-ease in sharing. 

 1. What do you do when someone hurts you? 

 2. How do you restore broken relationships?  

 3. Based on our study today, is there something 

  you should do differently? 

 4. Why should Christians forgive others? 

 

10. In closing, ask members to consider their possible 

need to restore a broken relationship with a family 

member or a brother or sister in the church. Call for a 

commitment to do so; then close in prayer, asking God to 

give everyone a willing heart to forgive and receive 

forgiveness. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• If possible, display one or more books that deal with 

conflict resolution. Comment that maintaining healthy 

relationships and solving problems of differences are 

issues the corporate world must deal with.  

 Ask the class members to imagine that they are 

preparing to lead a seminar on building relationships 

with others. Ask them to work in groups of twos to 

develop a list of five most important ideas to share. 

(Possible answers: Clarify the problem, own your anger, 

put blame aside, offer to change, see others‟ point of 

view, forgive) 

 Allow the groups to read their lists. Then ask: 

Which of the ideas are biblical and would be appropriate 

for churches to use in solving problems?  

 Point out that Jesus gave some specific 

instructions for how we are to relate to Him and to 

others.  
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Lesson 9: Learning the Way of Right Living  

Lesson Focus  
Because of Christians’ relationship with Christ, they are 

to stop living in ways that bring dishonor to Christ and 

start living in ways that bring honor to Christ. 

 

Focal Text  
Colossians 3:1-14   

 

Background Text 

Colossians 2:20 – 3:14 

 

Memory Verse  
―God has chosen you. You are holy and loved by Him. 

Because of this, your new life should be full of loving-

pity. You should be kind to others and have no pride.  

Be gentle and be willing to wait for others.‖   

(Colossians 3:12) 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Call attention to the title of today’s lesson, ―Learning 

the Way of Right Living.‖  

 Tell this true story: A missionary in Indonesia 

traveled to a small fishing village to share Christ with 

the local people. After several families professed faith in 

the Lord, they planned a time to be baptized and 

celebrate their new life. On the scheduled Sunday for the 

baptism to take place, the missionary arrived in the 

village to find that most of the new believers were drunk. 

Drinking was the customary way villagers celebrated, so 

they were acting out of their old way of life. The 

missionary needed to help the new believers learn how 

to live in ways that bring honor to Christ. 

 

2. Make these comments:  

—Churches around the world face different challenges 

regarding issues they must confront.  

—In some cultures, the church faces the issue of 

husbands having more than one wife; other cultures may 

face the issue of drunkenness, gambling, drugs, or 

poverty.  

—Whatever the issue, churches must help believers 

practice right living for the well-being of people inside 

and outside the church, and for the honor of Christ.  

—Today’s Bible passage will challenge us to let the love 

of Christ impact and change us so that we might always 

bring honor to Christ. 

 

Guide the Study 
3. Invite someone to read Colossians 3:1-4 aloud while 

the class listens for what we are to keep our minds 

thinking about. Lead the class to discuss these questions: 

—What are the “good things of heaven” we are to keep 

our minds thinking about? (Responses may include: We 

have been raised with Christ to a new life. Our new life 

is secure in Christ. Christ lives in us to give strength to 

live the right way. Christ will come back again in full 

glory, and we will be with Him forever.) 

—Where is Christ today? (In heaven, but also in His 

followers through His Spirit.) 

—What does the phrase “You are dead to the things of 

this world” mean to you? (As needed, add these 

comments: The old person, before meeting Jesus, is 

dead. When we commit our lives to Jesus, the old person 

is done away with. Our lives are changed forever.) 

 Refer to the story in the Study Guide 

Introduction about the writer’s life being changed by 

meeting Mr. Marshall at the boys’ ranch. Note that in the 

same way, when we meet Jesus, our lives are forever 

changed for the better. 

 

4. Ask the class to reflect on this statement: The 

Christian life is to be so filled up with Christ that there is 

no room for things of this world.  

 Then ask: How true is this in your life? 

 

5. Comment that Paul advised followers of Christ not to 

practice certain things because they are hurtful.  

 Ask the class to read Colossians 3:5-9 silently 

and note what these things are.  

 As members respond, write the hurtful practices 

on the board. (Possible list: Sex sins, idol worship, 

greed, anger, bad temper, talk that hurts people, dirty 

language, lying) 

 

6. Ask: How do you think someone’s practicing these 

things may hurt the cause of Christ? (They do not reflect 

the love and holiness of Christ; they present a bad 

example of believers to the unbelieving world.) 

 

7. Comment that Paul advised followers of Christ to 



 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group’s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 

practice certain things because we are new people in 

Christ.  

 Invite a member to read Colossians 3:10-14 

aloud. As class members respond, list the good practices 

on the board. (Responses: Full of loving-pity, kindness, 

gentleness, patience, no pride, understanding of others, 

forgiving, love) 

 

8. Invite the class to read aloud together verse 14.  

 Then read this statement and ask for responses: 

“The meaning of love is more than good feelings. Love 

calls us to act for the good of the other person, even the 

person with whom we disagree.” 

 

Encourage Application 
9. Invite the members to look again at the two lists on the 

board. Ask them to reflect on these questions: What 

difference does Christ make in how I live each day? 

Which item from the list do I need to not practice in my 

life today? Which items should I work on? 

 

10. Close with a prayer that God would help us keep our 

minds focused on heavenly things during the coming 

week. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Prior to class time, prepare a display of pictures of 

people from magazine and newspapers. Include some 

faces which most members would not know as well as 

some faces which are well-known.  

 Ask the class to work together to arrange the 

pictures in two categories: Those who follow Christ and 

those who do not.  

 After finishing the exercise, ask the members to 

explain the criteria they used to make their decision. 

Discuss briefly how we can identify a follower of Christ. 

(We know by their attitudes and actions.) Then comment 

that today’s lesson will help us understand how being a 

follower of Christ makes a difference in the way we live. 

 

Encourage Application 
• Invite members to share things that have changed about 

their life since they became a follower of Jesus.  

 After several members have shared, ask the class 

to reflect on one change they can make in the way they 

live now so their life would be more like Jesus. Suggest 

that they commit to making this change this week. 

 Close with a prayer that each person would be 

empowered to follow Christ fully. 
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Lesson 10: Put the Scripture First  

Lesson Focus  
The New Testament church and its individual members 

are to place priority on Scripture as the basis for belief 

and practice. 

 

Focal Text  
Acts 2:42; Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17;  

2 Peter 1:19-21 
 

Background Text 

Acts 2:42-47; Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17;  

2 Peter 1:19-21  

 

Memory Verse  
“All the Holy Writings are God-given and are made 

alive by Him. Man is helped when he is taught God’s 

Word. It shows what is wrong. It changes the way of a 

man’s life. It shows him how to be right with God. It 

gives the man who belongs to God everything he needs 

to work well for Him.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Display in a prominent place a poster on which is 

written the new unit title and the titles of the next five 

lessons: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Begin the class by asking this question: What is 

the closest relationship you have with other people? 

 Then ask: What is needed to keep the 

relationship close? (Possible responses: Spending time 

playing and working together, being available for each 

other, meeting needs, good communications, sharing the 

same values) 

 

2. State: Just as we need certain things to maintain close 

relationships with others in general, there are things we 

need in order to experience a close relationship with 

God and other believers in the church, the body of 

Christ. For the next five weeks we will examine five 

aspects of church life that help keep followers of Christ 

close to the Lord and to one another. Today’s lesson 

centers on the need to put the Scripture first in our lives. 

We will look back to see how the early church put the 

Scripture first and then consider how we, too, need to 

give God’s Word first place in our lives. 

 

Guide the Study 
3. Invite the class to use their imaginations: Imagine the 

New Testament church right after Christ had left and 

gone back to the Father. The followers of Christ needed 

guidance about what to do. The disciples, having been 

taught by Jesus, began to teach what they had 

experienced and received from Him. Peter could have 

talked about being restored after personal failure. 

Thomas could have talked about overcoming doubt, and 

John might have spoken about loving Jesus. All that the 

disciples taught was rooted in the Old Testament and in 

Jesus’ teachings.  

 And these teachings are available to us today in 

the New Testament. The early church put the disciples’ 

teachings first and lived by them in faith and practice. 

We, as individuals and collectively as the church, need 

to put the Scriptures first in our lives today. 

 

4. Invite someone to read aloud Acts 2:42 and another 

person to read Romans 15:4.  

 Ask: What picture do you get of the early church 

from these verses? (They worshipped, prayed, and ate 

together. They also listened to the teaching of the 

disciples which gave them encouragement.)  

 Ask: Do you think, in the early church, listening 

to the disciples’ teaching was more or less important 

than listening to sermons from pastors in churches 

today? 

 

5. Lead the class to read 2 Timothy 3:14-17 and note the 

purpose for which the Scripture was given (verse 15, to 

Growing Together 
 

Lesson 10 
Put the Scripture First 

Lesson 11 
Share Genuine Fellowship 
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Lesson 14 
Witness to the World  



 

always be learners. When we are true learners, we are 

constantly being changed into Christ’s likeness. The 

Holy Spirit uses the Scripture not only to lead us to 

salvation but also to help us learn how to live. 

 

Encourage Application 
• Encourage members to consider whether they might 

benefit from joining one of the Bible studies on the list 

(described in the previous section).  

 Ask: What area of your life would be enriched if 

you knew more about the Bible’s teaching?  

 

• Close with prayer that we would always allow the Holy 

Spirit to use the Scripture to change us. 

 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group’s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 

give wisdom that leads to salvation through trust in 

Jesus)  

 Ask: What benefits come from knowing the 

Scripture? (We know right and wrong, our lives are 

changed, and we know how to work with God to do His 

work in the world.) 

 

6. Lead the class to read 2 Peter 1:19-21 and consider 

these questions: 

—How does your belief that the Bible is true affect the 

decisions you make? 

—Do you consider the Scripture as the final authority in 

your life? If so, what place do you give to the study of 

the Scripture, as an individual? ...as a member of your 

church? (Allow for reflection. Receive responses, if any 

are forthcoming.) 

 

7. Tell this true story as a case study: A missionary tells 

of a new convert, a woman who had had several children 

by different men. She was a good person who worked 

hard and cared for her children. As the woman began to 

study the Bible, she learned that her past actions were 

not according to God’s purpose for the home. When she 

learned God’s way, she changed and began living as 

God wanted her to live. God’s truth was like a light 

shining on her path. 

 

Encourage Application 
8. Ask: What areas of your life is the Scripture “a lamp 

to your feet and a light to your path”? (Allow for 

reflection.)  

 Then ask: What evidence is there in your life that 

you are still learning from Scripture and following Jesus 

in your decision making? 

 

9. Invite the class to a time of silence to evaluate their 

need to grow more into Christ’s likeness through regular 

Bible study. Close with a prayer of commitment to 

continue learning. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Ahead of class, prepare a list of all the Bible study 

opportunities for various age groups offered by your 

church. Explain briefly the types of Bible studies that are 

usually taught; for example, doctrinal beliefs, principles 

for life, the life of Christ, the epistles, or various books 

from the Bible.  

 Give each member a copy of the list and explain 

that the study of Scripture is important in the church and 

in our individual lives. As followers of Christ, we should 
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Lesson 11: Share Genuine Fellowship 

Lesson Focus  
A New Testament church shares with one another in 

genuine, deepening fellowship. 

 

Focal Text  
Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; Philippians 1:3-9 

 

Background Text 

Acts 2:42-47, 4:32:37; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; 

Philippians 1:1-11 

 

Memory Verse  
“All those who put their trust in Christ were together and 

shared what they owned.” (Acts 2:44) 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. On a front board, write the word Koinonia and explain 

that it is a Greek word pronounced “koy-noh-NEE-ah.” 

Note that it is a term that was used to describe the 

experience of the New Testament church when they 

gathered together. Explain that it literally meant “to 

share all things in common.” 

 

2. Now explain that the term is usually translated into 

English as fellowship. Ask: 

—Where do we most commonly hear this word used 

today? (with church activities)  

—When we talk of church fellowship, what comes to 

mind? (Probable responses: Party, food, relaxed 

atmosphere, games)  

 Explain that the fellowship of the early church 

probably had some of these same elements. 

 

3. State that in our study today, we will look at the 

fellowship of the New Testament church and consider 

ways we can make our church fellowship stronger. 

 

Guide the Study 
4. Invite someone to read aloud Acts 2:42-47 while 

members listen for the description of the fellowship of 

the early church.  

 Invite members to name the particular things 

mentioned that the early church shared in common and 

list these on the board.  

 

5. Explain that some people in the early church were 

poor, and fellow believers willingly shared their 

possessions one with another. Ask: 

—In our affluent society, how willing are we to share 

our possessions with the poor?  

—What part does our church have in meeting the needs 

of the poor in our community? ...in giving to world 

hunger? (Be prepared to present information about 

church ministries and budgeted funds, as well as 

opportunities for members to become involved.) 

 

6. Ask the class to read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 silently 

and then work in groups of twos to develop a thesis 

(summary) sentence for these verses.  

 Allow the groups to express their sentences, 

which should include ideas such as: We are gifted 

differently, but we need each other. The Holy Spirit gifts 

us differently for the good of all. Though we are diverse, 

we are interdependent. 

 

7. Invite the class members to share experiences they 

have had in churches with diverse membership, yet the 

fellowship was strong. Refer to the story in the Study 

Guide introduction pointing out the place which love has 

in all our relationships. 

 

8. Lead the class to discuss this question: How does our 

church need the different gifts of all members to be 

complete?  

 Remind the members of Paul’s metaphor of the 

body with members needing each other to function well 

as a whole. Invite class members to name specific people 

who possess different gifts and tell how their gifts 

enhance the fellowship in the church. (Be sure that 

members consider the spiritual gifts listed in this 

passage, not natural talent.) 

 

9. State that in our next Scripture, Philippians 1:3-9, Paul 

expands on the idea of fellowship. He says that what the 

Philippians are doing, telling others the Good News 

about Christ, is fellowship, too. Invite someone to read 

the passage aloud. 

 

10. Ask: Besides sharing in ministry, what else did Paul 

“share in common” with the Philippians? (God’s grace 



 

Encourage Application 
• Brainstorm with the class ways to increase the 

fellowship within our class. Receive suggestions, then 

choose one activity to participate in during the coming 

week. Close with a prayer of thankfulness for being a 

part of the body of Christ, the church. 

 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group’s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 

in trials, a growing love, prayer for each other) 

 

Encourage Application 
11. Invite the class to think about the strongest appeal 

our church has to others. After responses, ask: What 

suggestions could you make for ways to increase the 

koinonia in our church? 

 

12. Invite the class to consider these questions:  

—How am I personally involved through my church in 

getting the Gospel out to the world?  

—How much of my money, time, and opportunities do I 

share in this ministry?  

 Ask the members to be open to ways God may 

want to use the gifts God has given them to bless the 

lives of others. 

 

13. Ask for a commitment from members to participate 

in a class project of “sharing something in common” 

with another believer during the coming week. 

Possibilities might include doing something to help a 

needy person, visiting a lonely person, sharing your 

personal testimony with a lost friend, or sharing a family 

meal with someone. Suggest that reports be given the 

following week. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• As member arrive in class, hand them a slip of paper 

and ask them to write three things they like about our 

church. 

 After finishing, invite members to share what 

they like. Probably among the answers will be the term 

Fellowship.  

 Explain that the Greek word Koinonia, which is 

translated fellowship in English, means “to share things 

in common.”  

 Ask: What are the things we share in common 

when we fellowship in our church? (Worship, singing, 

praying, ministry, giving, outreach to the community, 

missions, recreation, hospitality in church and in homes, 

etc.) 

 Explain: In today’s lesson we will learn how the 

New Testament church shared in fellowship among 

believers. The church grew in number because outsiders 

could see how the believers treated each other. When our 

church fellowship is strong, outsiders will be attracted to 

the way we love each other. 
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Lesson 12: Worship Together  

Lesson Focus  
A New Testament church worships the Lord together. 

 

Focal Text  
Acts 2:41-47; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34;  

Ephesians 5:19-20 

 

Background Text 

Acts 2:42-47, 4:23-31, 20:7-12; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34, 

14:26-33; Ephesians 5:19-20; Hebrews 10:24-25  

 

Memory Verse  
“Tell of your joy to each other by singing the Songs of 

David and church songs. Sing in your heart to the Lord. 

Always give thanks for all things to God the Father in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 5:19-20) 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Call attention to the title of today’s lesson, Worship 

Together. Make these comments: We often talk of a 

worship service beginning at 11:00 o’clock on Sunday 

morning. But worship is more than what Christians do 

when they gather on Sunday morning. Worship has no 

time boundary. Believers can, and desire to, worship 

God in all of life. We can worship anytime, any place. 

 

2. Write this definition of worship on the board: “To 

declare the worth of; to show an extravagant respect and 

admiration for.”  

 Note that we can see this meaning illustrated in 

comments young lovers make when they say, “I worship 

the ground she/he walks on.” State that worship of God 

has a much larger meaning which includes bowing 

before God in humble submission and reverence. 

 

3. Before class, ask a member to be prepared to read 

aloud the Study Guide introduction, second paragraph, 

beginning, “Worship is about God….” 

 Ask that person to read at this time.  

 Comment: While believers can and do worship 

individually, there are benefits from worshipping 

together with others in a service designated for worship. 

In today’s study, we will get a picture of the attitudes 

and activities of worship present in the early church, and 

compare these with the experience of worship in our 

own church. 

 

Guide the Study 
4. Divide the class into three groups and assign each 

group one of the focal passages:  

Acts 2:42-47 

1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

Ephesians 5:19-20 

 Request that each group examine the assigned 

passage and note aspects of worship in the early church, 

using the following questions as a guide. (Not all 

questions are applicable for each passage.) 

Who were involved in worship? 

How did the worshipers demonstrate a commitment 

to worship? 

What activities in worship are described? 

What attitudes and emotions did the worshipers 

display? How did the attitudes, good or bad, 

affect the unity of the church in worship? 

What place did music have in worship? 

 

5. Allow the groups time to work and then call on each 

group to read their passage aloud and report on their 

answers to the questions. After the reports are given, 

suggest that the class think together about the 

experiences in worship of the early church and consider 

how we can make our worship more pleasing to God as 

individuals and as a church. Lead the discussion with 

these questions: 

—What aspects of worship in the early church compare 

with our experience of worship today? 

—What aspects of the early church worship might not be 

universal in practice? 

—Do you think the practices of the early church in 

worship leave room for other forms of worship? 

—How would you describe your worship as an 

individual? Corporately as a church? How similar is it to 

the New Testament? 

 

Encourage Application 
6. Lead the class to consider ways we might worship 

more effectively, by each person asking themselves, 

How can I enhance my sense of respect and admiration 

of God?  

 Then check the items listed below that we would 



 

God’s power restoring his strength and calling him back 

to the mission field. As a result of that experience, he 

continued to serve the Lord many more years. 

 

• Close with a prayer that each member would 

experience true worship privately and with fellow 

believers. 

 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group’s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 

be willing to incorporate into our life. 

—Prepare my heart with meditation on Saturday evening 

to meet God on Sunday. 

—Quiet my heart with bowed head and heart before each 

worship service. 

—Start each day with a reminder of Immanuel, God is 

with me (from Matthew 1:23: “They will give Him the 

name Immanuel. This means God with us.”). 

—Let my last thoughts each day be of God. 

—Memorize words to Scripture and song and quote them 

throughout my day. 

—Sing praise songs together with my family or at times 

when I’m alone. 

—Intentionally display the joy of the Lord through my 

actions and words. 

 Make your own handout, write these items 

on the board, or photocopy the sample handout (this 

page, next column) for class members’ use. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Pose this question to the class: “Does worship change 

God, or does worship change me?” State that today’s 

study looks back at the way the early church worshipped 

and leads us to consider how we can participate in 

worship more effectively. 

 

Encourage Application 
• Pass out to each member a copy of the following quote 

about worship: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ask for a volunteer to read the quote again, 

substituting a different word with the same meaning for 

the words encounter, transports, inspires, translate. 

 

• After you are sure everyone understands the message in 

the quote, ask: When have you worshipped like this? 

Allow volunteers to respond. If needed, share a personal 

experience, or tell this true story: 

 A discouraged missionary came home unsure of 

whether he would return to the mission field. At a youth 

retreat, he sat alone by a lake, meditating, when he 

became so aware of God’s awesome presence. He sensed 

Growing Together in Christ • Unit 3: Growing Together • Lesson 12: Worship Together   Page 30 

At the heart of genuine worship is a genuine 
encounter between people and God.  

Such worship not only transports people to heights of 
spiritual experience but also inspires them to translate 

their faith into bold action for God. 

How can I enhance my sense of 

respect and admiration of God?  

 Check the items listed below that you would be 

willing to incorporate into your life: 

 

——Prepare my heart with meditation on Saturday evening 

to meet God on Sunday. 

—–-Quiet my heart with bowed head and heart before each 

worship service. 

—–-Start each day with a reminder of Immanuel, God is with 

me (from Matthew 1:23: ―They will give Him the name 

Immanuel. This means God with us.‖). 

—–-Let my last thoughts each day be of God. 

—–-Memorize words to Scripture and song and quote them 

throughout my day. 

—–-Sing praise songs together with my family or at times 

when I’m alone. 

—–-Intentionally display the joy of the Lord through my 

actions and words. 

Encourage Application/#6 



 

Teaching Guide 
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Lesson 13: Minister to People’s Needs  

Lesson Focus  
A New Testament church ministers to people‟s needs. 

 

Focal Text  
Acts 2:43-3-45, 3:1-8; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3;  

James 2:14-17 

 

Background Text 

Acts 2:43-47, 3:1-10; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3;  

James 2:14-17 

 

Memory Verse  
“What if a Christian does not have clothes or food? And 

one of you says to him, „Goodbye, keep yourself warm 

and eat well.‟ But if you do not give him what he needs, 

how does that help him? A faith that does not do things 

is a dead faith.” (James 2:15-17) 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Point out that today‟s lesson title tells us that 

Christians should minister to people‟s needs. Then ask 

class members to tell the number of people they know 

personally who need assistance in buying food or 

clothing, paying rent or utility bills, or purchasing 

needed medicine. Allow members to respond with a 

number.  

 Then ask: How many people do you know 

personally who need nurturing emotionally or 

spiritually? Again allow members to respond with a 

number.  

 Then ask: How might these numbers differ if you 

lived in the Sudan, North Korea, or Nepal? 

 

2. Ask: How pleased do you believe God is with the way 

Christians and the Christian churches respond to the 

needs of people in our world? Receive responses.  

 State that in today‟s study we will examine the 

ways the New Testament churches met the needs of 

those who were a part of both their local congregation 

and those who were not. We will identify the actions 

taken by churches in three different locations to meet 

people‟s needs. 

 

Guide the Study 
3. Explain that shortly after Jesus ascended to heaven, 

the church was made up mainly of Jews in Jerusalem. 

Some of the members were wealthy (such as Joseph of 

Arimathea and Nicodemus), but many were poor. In this 

situation, the believers in the church showed that they 

understood what love is. They wholeheartedly responded 

to share what they had with those in need. 

 

4. Invite a member to read Acts 2:43-45 aloud, then lead 

a discussion with these questions: 

—What items might the believers have sold? (land, 

houses, livestock, gold, silver) 

—What motives might have led to such generosity? 

(trust in God, awe of the power of God) 

—How do you think the believers evaluated material 

possession?  

—How do you think this compares with how we 

evaluate our material possessions today?  

—What would you say makes the difference? (Christ 

and the Gospel were fresh in their experience, they saw 

daily the powerful works done by the disciples, and they 

expected the Lord to return shortly.) 

 

5. Explain that Acts 3:1-8 gives an example of the early 

church meeting a need outside the church. Invite the 

class to read the passage silently. Then guide the 

discussion by asking one group of members to name and 

describe the characters and another group to tell the 

actions and key statements by the characters. 

 

6. Ask: What was the immediate result of the man’s need 

being met? (He could walk; he began to praise God, 

people were amazed.)  

 Then ask: Was the man at the gate a person in 

the church or outside the church? What does this tell us 

about helping others outside the church? 

 

7. Before leading the class to read 1 Corinthians 16:1-3, 

explain that this passage was written about 20 to 25 

years after the happening described in Acts. Paul was 

collecting an offering from the Corinthians to send to the 

church in Jerusalem. By this time, the church in 

Jerusalem existed in a threatening environment. The 

book of Acts tells of John‟s arrest and imprisonment, 

James‟s beheading, and Stephen‟s stoning. Believers 



 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Recall (or prior to class, request a member to tell) the 

story in the Study Guide introduction about the church 

that hosted a camp for brain injury patients and their 

families. After the story, ask: What needs of the brain 

injured people were met by the church? Did the church 

have needs that the brain injured people met? How were 

both blessed? How did this action by the church witness 

to the community? 

 

• Comment that our study today explores the manner in 

which the New Testament church met people‟s needs. 

We will be called on to evaluate our own and our 

church‟s response to the needs of others. 

 

Encourage Application 
• Display the following statement either on a poster or by 

writing it on the board, “A true Christian cannot stand to 

have too much while others do not have enough.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lead the class to respond by asking: What implications 

does this have for us as affluent Americans?  

 

• Close in a prayer of gratitude that Christ meets our 

spiritual needs, and we can be channels of His love to 

others. 

 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group‟s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 

faced and endured daily persecution. Many were 

prevented from carrying on their normal jobs. Some 

lived in hiding. Thus, there was an urgent need to help 

provide for those who had no means to support 

themselves 

 

8. After the reading of the passage, ask members for 

recall with these questions: 

—What other group of believers besides the Corinthians 

was participating in the offering? Point out that these 

were Gentile Christians helping Jewish Christians. 

—What were the instructions Paul gave for taking the 

offering? 

—How much was to be set aside by each person? 

 Point out that God‟s purpose in blessing us is 

that we might be channels of blessings to others. 

 

9. Invite a member to read James 2:14-17 aloud while the 

class listens for what James says it indicates if we do not 

act to meet a need.  

 Invite the class to reflect on this question, “Have 

I by my attitudes or actions ever said to others, “Keep 

warm and well fed,” but have not taken action to help 

meet their needs?  

 Allow time for reflection, then lead in prayer, 

asking that God will help us have hearts of compassion 

toward others in need. 

 

Encourage Application 
10. Request the help of the class in naming groups of 

individuals in our communities who have special needs. 

As you write the list on the board, ask the class to 

suggest particular needs of each group. The list might 

include the following: 

international students     

the sick or disabled 

widows 

refugees 

prisoners      

victims of natural disaster 

the homeless      

military families 

 

Invite the class to commit to showing love and 

ministering to the needs of someone in one of the groups 

during the coming week. 

 

11. Close with a prayer of commitment to meeting needs 

of others even when it costs us. 
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A true Christian  

cannot stand to have too much  
while others do not have enough. 



 

Teaching Guide 
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Lesson 14: Witness to the World  

Lesson Focus  
A New Testament church seeks to witness to all people 

about Christ. 

 

Focal Text  
Acts 2:47b; Matthew 28:18-20; John 20:19-21;  

Acts 11:19-26 

 

Background Text 

Acts 2:42-47; Matthew 28:18-20; John 20:19-21;  

Acts 11:19-26 

 

Memory Verse  
“Jesus came and said to them, „All power has been given 

to Me in heaven and on earth. Go and make followers of 

all the nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.‟” 

(Matthew 28:18-19) 

_________________ 
 

Connect with Life 
.1. Point out that today‟s lesson is the last of five lessons 

dealing with how the New Testament church grew and 

how they grew together. It is exciting to think that after 

over 2,000 years, the church is still growing and the 

principles found in the early church are just as true for us 

today. Today we will look at Christ‟s call to the church 

to share the Good News with all the world. 

 

2. Write on the board: 

 

 

 Request any member who has been on a mission 

trip to share briefly:  

—Where did they go? 

—How did they witness? 

—What response did they experience?  

 Then explain that God has sent each of us on a 

mission, and for the rest of our lives, we should see 

ourselves as being on a short-term mission trip. 

 

Guide the Study 
3. Invite the class to read silently Acts 2:47b to discover 

various aspects of the early church life. Guide discussion 

with these questions: 

—What would have been involved in worship? (giving 

testimony, preaching, singing, praying) 

—What prayers might the church have been praying? 

(for safety, provisions of life, opportunities to witness, 

the government) 

—What picture of the church do you get from the word 

together? (The church was united. The members were 

sincere, selfless, and compassionate about Christ. 

 State that because of the winsomeness of 

individuals whose lives have been transformed by 

Christ, churches become powerful magnets that attract 

spiritually hungry people to respond to salvation in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

4. State that just prior to Jesus‟ ascension to heaven, He 

gave His disciples a commission (an instruction or 

command that includes the authority to carry it out).  

 Invite a member to read Matthew 28:18-20 

aloud while the class listens for the primary 

responsibility given in the commission. Allow members 

to respond, then ask: 

—What is a disciple? (Someone who learns from 

another person, by observing and by direct instruction) 

—What is involved in “making disciples”? (We must 

first of all be a faithful follower of Christ. We must 

interpret our life to others so that they know we live our 

lives in the power of God—that it is not our own 

goodness but God‟s grace at work in us. We must also 

help others learn of God and what God can do in their 

lives.) 

 

5. Referring to verse 19, ask: Who are we to disciple? 

(all nations, all people) Point out that no group of people 

is beyond God‟s love and grace. 

 

6. State that John 20:19-21 contains another challenge 

by Jesus to His disciples. Invite a member to read the 

passage aloud.  

 Ask the class: What does Jesus’ statement “as 

the Father has sent Me” convey to you?  

 Receive responses. As needed, include 

information from the Study Guide, page 61, “Witnesses  

Every Christian  
has been sent on a mission.  



 

Encourage Application 
• Allow a time for reflection and prayer on these 

questions: 

—Am I a faithful disciple, learning and following 

Christ? 

—Am I carrying out Christ‟s command to make 

disciples of others? 

—Is my witness for Christ clear among those closest to 

me? 

—How can I become a better witness to the world? 

 

• Consider reviewing these aspects of the Study Guide 

lesson to further your group‟s growth and development:  

Memory Verse recitation, new words and definitions, 

and Things to Think About. 

Go to the World,” second paragraph. 

 

7. Expand with these comments: For many Christians 

around the world, sharing their faith involves risk. They 

experience persecution for being Christians and for 

telling others of their faith. For all Christians, sharing 

our faith may involve personal inconvenience. But 

obeying Christ’s command is not an option. We must 

give high priority to our task because of its importance 

for eternity. 

 

8. Read aloud Acts 11:19-26 while the class listens for 

how the Gospel spread to other geographical areas and 

people groups. If possible, provide maps to help 

members observe the location of Jerusalem and how the 

gospel spread. Emphasize the role the church in Antioch 

played in spreading the Gospel to other people 

 

Encourage Application 
9. Explain that the word go in Jesus‟ command can also 

be translated as you go. As we go, we are commanded to 

make disciples. We can share Christ in our homes, 

workplaces, schools, and neighborhoods.  

 Brainstorm with the class the ways we can 

witness to people closest around us. Remind the class 

that we witness when our lives are characterized by joy, 

sincerity, and enthusiastic love for God and others. 

 

10. Ask the class to consider what this Bible lesson may 

be leading them to do about witnessing. Close with a 

prayer of commitment to be a disciple and to make 

disciples. 

 

Supplemental Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
• Tell the class that a world court is convening today. The 

truth of the Christian Gospel is on trial. Witnesses are 

needed to give testimony that the gospel message is true. 

 Ask: If you are chosen as a witness in this trial, 

what evidence will you give? Allow time for reflection 

and response. Then explain that the early believers were 

witnesses to what they had seen and heard about Jesus. 

In a sense, Jesus‟ message to the world was on trial. The 

book of Acts tells us that the Christians could not stop 

speaking about what they had seen and heard. 

 In today‟s lesson, we will consider how we, too, 

should be witnesses for Jesus and how our witness makes 

a difference in the world. 
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