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Preface
The Bible records incidents in the earthly ministry of Jesus that
demonstrated Jesus’ love and concern for children. He considered children
very important. So should we. This book for children and the group leader’s
guide are based on the belief that children are very important indeed.
These materials are the product of Baptist cooperation. The Baptist
Distinctives Committee/Texas Baptist Heritage Center recommended that
materials be prepared for children that set forth basic Baptist beliefs. It was
agreed that both a book for children and one for leaders of children’s groups
would be prepared.
Eugene Greer, volunteer Director for Projects and Research for the Baptist
Distinctives Committee/Texas Baptist Heritage Center until his death in
July of 2003, helped to get the project underway. Johnnie Human from
Tennessee, a well-known and respected Baptist author for children, agreed
to write the materials. Nelda Williams from Texas, an experienced leader in
Baptist children’s ministry, volunteered to assist in coordinating the project.
Ross West from Georgia, an outstanding editor of Baptist publications, was
secured to guide the publication process.
When the initial draft of the books had been prepared by Johnnie Human,
Nelda Williams enlisted a number of children’s workers in various churches
in several states to “field test” the material and offer suggestions for
improvements. The input from the field testing was incorporated by the
author in the final draft. Doris Tinker, volunteer Director of Organization and
Communication of the Baptist Distinctives Committee/Texas Baptist Heritage
Center, provided excellent assistance in coordinating communication among
the various people involved in the project and in editing the materials. She
was aided in the process by Stephanie Tinker.
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These materials will be better suited for most children in grades 3-6, but they
contain suggestions for how creative teachers can adapt them for use with
most children in grades 1-2. Those who have developed the material are
aware of the wide age span of children in grades 1-6 as well as that there
are differences in the spiritual development of children even of the same age.
Ultimately it is hoped that material can be prepared for children on Baptist
beliefs that will be much more directly related to specific ages and levels of
spiritual development.
Finances for the project came from various sources including the James and
Irene Landes Fund established by Ruth and Bill Pitts; the Prichard Family
Foundation; High Plains Christian Ministries Foundation; Vester T. Hughes,
Jr.; and the Baptist General Convention of Texas.
These materials are sent forth with the prayer that they will help many
children to trust Jesus as Savior and Lord, to grow in their Christian life, and
to be active in their church.
William M. Pinson, Jr.
Executive Director Emeritus, Executive Board,
Baptist General Convention of Texas
Director (volunteer)
Texas Baptist Heritage Center
Dallas, Texas 2004
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What This Book
Is About
Who are Baptists? What do Baptists believe? Answering these questions is
what this book is about. This book is about some beliefs that Baptists believe
are important.
Here are some true or false statements about beliefs. Choose the ones you
think are what Baptists believe. In each blank write a T if the statement is
true for what Baptists believe. If you think a statement is not what Baptists
believe, write an F in the blank.

True or False?
����� 1. Jesus died on the cross to save people
from their sin.
���� 2. Baptism washes away a person’s sin.
���� 3. A pastor’s job is to tell a church what to do.
���� 4. Jesus commanded his followers to tell
people throughout the world about
who he is and what he came to do.
���� 5. A person who has trusted in Jesus can
never be lost from God again but
will live forever with Jesus.
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Only two of the statements are false:

✔
✔

Baptists do not believe that baptism washes away sins.
Baptists do not believe that the pastor is to tell the church what to do.
We believe that Jesus is the only head of the church.

As you study this book, you will learn about some important beliefs of
Baptists. One of these tells you how a person can become a Christian. If
you are not a Christian, you can learn how to make that decision by reading
carefully chapter 2.
This book is written to be studied in a
group with others your age. Leaders will
have a book written especially for them.
In this book you will find activities that will
help you learn about each of these Baptist
beliefs. Your leader will share ideas with
you. If you have questions about anything
you do not understand, be sure to talk with
your leader.
When you come to your class session to
study about beliefs with your teacher, be
sure to bring this book with you. Take this
book home with you after studying each
chapter to show your family what you have
learned. In each chapter in this book, there
is a section named “For the Family” with
activities designed for you and your family to
study together.
When the study is complete, keep this book in a special place at home so
you can use it again and again and use it to answer questions others may
have about beliefs of Baptists. Perhaps you could share the book with a
friend. Sharing this book with a friend who is not a Christian could help that
person decide to make Jesus Lord and Savior of his or her life.
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Who are Baptists? What do Baptists believe it means to make Jesus Lord of
your life? What do Baptists believe about the Bible? Read on. You will find
answers to these important questions in this chapter.

God the Creator
God created the world. In your Bible, find Genesis 1 and 2. Read the story of
the creation of the world. Those chapters tell us that God created all things.
In the New Testament we learn that God sent his Son, Jesus, to show us
what God is like. God sent Jesus so that all who believe will have not only
life on earth but also eternal life forever. God sent Jesus to save us from our
sins and to be Lord of our lives.

Jesus Is Lord
When you hear the word Lord, do you think of Jesus? In your church do you
hear others use the word Lord in their prayers? Perhaps you hear people
pray, “We thank you, Lord.” How many of the hymns that you sing in church
have the word Lord in the title, like “Jesus Is Lord of All”?
Find in the hymnal that you use two hymns with the word Lord in the title.
In the index in the back of the hymnal, you might find a section called
something like “Jesus Christ—Lordship.” Under a title like that, you would
see a list of hymns that remind you that Jesus is Lord.
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What Does Lord Mean?
As you study this chapter, keep in mind this meaning of Lord:
Lord: A name that Christians call Jesus when they have placed Jesus
ahead of everything and everyone else in their lives. They are saying
that Jesus is Lord of their lives. To call Jesus Lord is also to say that
Jesus and God are one.
Read John 1:1. That verse tells us that Jesus has the same power and
authority as God. Jesus is God’s Son.
The pastor of one church asks this question before each person is baptized,
“What is your confession of faith?” Each person to be baptized responds,
“Jesus is Lord.” In the early church in Jerusalem, Christians greeted each
other with that phrase. Read Romans 10:9 to see how important it is to say
and mean, “Jesus is Lord.”

The Story of Jesus’ Birth
When Jesus was born, what did the angel tell the shepherds about Jesus?
Read the story here or in your Bible in Luke 2:8–18.

The shepherds were watching their sheep one night.
The sheep were not making noise. The evening was
beautiful. The shepherds were talking quietly among
themselves.
Then the shepherds saw a light that seemed especially
bright. They became afraid; they did not know what was
happening. Then they realized that they were looking at
an angel.
The angel said: “Do not be afraid. I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is
Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:10–11
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The shepherds could not wait to see the baby. They
believed the angel. They had heard the angel say that the
baby was Christ the Lord. The baby was the promised
Messiah who had come so that people can know what God
is like.
When you become a Christian, you ask Jesus to be your Savior, but you also
should make him Lord. Jesus becomes Lord when you are willing to give
Jesus charge of your life. Jesus must be both Lord
and Savior. That means you accept Jesus’ gift of
salvation, and you decide to place Jesus ahead
of everything and everybody. You decide to
do what Jesus wants you to do, even when
you want to do something else. When Jesus
becomes your Savior, at the same time you are
letting Jesus take charge of your life.
The early Christians believed that Jesus is
Lord was an important belief. That belief
caused problems for the early Christians in the
Roman Empire. The government wanted people
to say, “Caesar (their leader) is Lord.” Christians
were willing to die for their belief in Jesus as
Lord. They would not call anyone else Lord.
Believing in Jesus as Lord is still important to
Baptists.
Jesus is Lord now of all who trust in him. Jesus’
life, death, and resurrection show that Jesus has
overcome sin and death. But not everyone accepts
Jesus’ authority as Lord. They act as if Jesus does not matter. Jesus gives
every person the right to choose. Jesus will not force anyone to accept him
as Lord. But those who believe in Jesus know Jesus as Lord of their lives.
Everyone can choose Jesus as Lord. Making the right choice is the most
important decision for you and every person.
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What Do Baptists Believe?
Complete the Baptist belief statements by filling in the missing words. Learn
what words are missing by using this code:
A
1

B
2

C
3

D
4

E
5

F
6

G
7

H
8

I
9

J
10

K
11

L
12

M
13

N
14

O
15

P
16

Q
17

R
18

S
19

T
20

U
21

V
22

W
23

X
24

Y
25

Z
26

Baptists Believe That . . .
1. Jesus is to be ___ ___ ___ ___  of a Christian’s life.
12 15 18 4
2. The Bible is to be our ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.
7 21 9 4 5
3. Christians are saved by grace through ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ .
6 1 9 20 8
4 . Christians are saved ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.
6 15 18 5 22 5 18
5. Baptism is done by immersion and symbolizes that we now live a new
way of life and have eternal ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.
19 1 12 22 1 20 9 15 14
6. Only Christians can become church ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ .
13 5 13 2 5 18 19
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Don’t forget the code . . .
A
1

B
2

C
3

D
4

E
5

F
6

G
7

H
8

I
9

J
10

K
11

L
12

M
13

N
14

O
15

P
16

Q
17

R
18

S
19

T
20

U
21

V
22

W
23

X
24

Y
25

Z
26

7. The Bible tells churches what ___ ___ ___ ___ Christ wants them to do.
23 15 18 11
8. Only God’ s Holy Spirit can tell a ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ what to do.
3 8 21 18 3 8
9. The ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
7 18 5 1 20
3 15 13 13 9 19 19 9 15 14
		 commands Christians to send missionaries to people of all lands to
share the ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ with them.
7 15 19 16 5 12
10. Churches ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ to work together with other churches.
3 8 15 15 19 5
11. Each person can talk directly to God for ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.
8 9 13 19 5 12 6
		 or ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.
8 5 18 19 5 12 6
12. Many early Christians gave their lives so that we can be free to
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ God as we choose.
23 15 18 19 8

9 16
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Jesus Has the Right to Be Lord of Each Person
Unscramble the words below. Choose a word from the list to fill in each
missing word in the statements below. The statements tell why Jesus has the
right to be Lord of each person. The first letter in each scrambled word is the
first letter of one of the missing words in the statements below.

Atyhriout

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Cdratee

__ __ __ __ __ __ __

Bevliee

__ __ __ __ __ __ __

Gdo

__ __ __

Lsoev

__ __ __ __ __

Now match the words that complete the statements below. Remember: The
first letter in each scrambled word is the first letter of the missing word in
one of the statements below.

1. Jesus has the same power and __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
as God because Jesus is God’s Son.
2. Jesus __ __ __ __ __ __ __ us.
3. Jesus came to earth to save those who __ __ __ __ __ __ __
in him.
4. Jesus came to show us what __ __ __ is like.
5. Jesus __ __ __ __ __  us.
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Jesus Is Lord!
In this puzzle find four words that tell places where we can put Jesus first.
Then discover five ways we can put Jesus first. Write the words on the lines
below.
In the puzzle, circle the places where you can put Jesus first. Draw a
box around words that tell ways that you can put Jesus first. One word
of a place and one word of a way is done for you. One word is spelled
backwards in the puzzle. Can you find it?
L

M

H

O

M

E

S

Q

M

N

O

P

L

A

Y

O

Z

L

K

E

N

E

B

E

C

H

U

R

C

H

V

I

C

P

R

G

R

M

N

H

K

R

O

W

P

I

H

C

E

F

I

V

O

P

O

M

K

X

B

A

N

C

D

P

O

V

I

S

N

O

J

O

P

T

V

G

H

C

N

J

I

N

B

C

S

C

H

O

O

L

P

U

R

S

T

N

G

U

V

I

B

A

Y

T

S

E

H

P

W

E

G

N

D

C

N

T

E

F

L

Y

B

A

F

A

M

I

L

Y

Z

G

P

R

O

J

E

G

N

I

R

O

N

O

H

A

C

B

E

N

P

S
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Where and How
Write here the four words that tell places where you can put Jesus first.

Write here the five words you find that tell ways to put Jesus first.
Hint: These words end with ing.
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The Bible Is ur Authority and Guide
“Where were you last night?” asked Alberto. “Some
of us were playing basketball at the center. I thought
you would be there.” Alberto ran to meet up with his
friend, Jeff, in the hallway at school.
Jeff replied, “I had other things to do.”
“What could be more important than getting ready for
the season?” Alberto asked.
Jeff told him that he and his family always go to
church on Wednesday evenings.
Alberto said, “I thought church was only on Sundays.”
“On Wednesdays we have a special group for kids our
age. We learn different things. Last night we learned
that the Bible can be the guide for how we live,” Jeff
explained.
“I never have thought much about that,” Alberto said.
“Not only do we learn things, but we even have dinner
at the church on Wednesdays. Would you like to go
with me next week?”
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“I’ll try. You know how I like to eat! Who knows, I
might even learn something. I’ll ask my parents. See
you after school,” Alberto said.

God led people to write the Bible. It tells about the
things God wants us to know, believe, and do. Baptists
believe the Bible is our authority and our guide.
What does it mean to say the Bible is our authority?
What is an authority? If you looked in the dictionary,
you would probably find that authority means
something like this: “an accepted source of expert
information or advice.”
Who are the people who have authority in your
life? Parents, teachers, coaches, leaders of groups
where you belong, pastors, counselors—these people
give you help of all kinds. Parents and teachers are
authorities who teach you such things as how to think,
what it means to be responsible, and how to treat
others. That’s kind of what we mean when Baptists
say that the Bible is our authority. The Bible is our
guidebook for life.
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The Bible Tells Us . . .
In the puzzle find four things Baptists believe that the Bible tells us. Solve
the puzzle in this way. On line 1 on the next page, write all the words in
the squares marked 1. Write the answer you find on the first line below the
puzzle. Then continue with the squares marked 2, and then with 3 and 4.

1
What

2
Everyone

3
What

4
Baptists

1
to

2
can

3
is

4
need

1
believe

2
read

3
right

4
no

1
to

2
the

3
and

4
other

1
become

2
Bible

3
what

4
written
guide

1
a

2
for

3
is

4
but

1
Christian

2
himself
or herself
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3
wrong

4
the

4
Bible

1. __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
4. __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
		 __________________________________________________________________
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How the Bible Helps Me Know What to Do
Read in your Bible each verse listed. Match each verse to one of the
situations that could help you know how to act.
Match the situations below to verses that tell you how to act. Put the number
in the I Need Help column in the blank beside the verse that matches best.

		 I Need Help

These verses could help:

1. When I am afraid		___  Matthew 18:21-22
2. When I am selfish		___  Philippians 4:13
3. When I need to forgive		___  Acts 20:35
4. When I am angry with someone		___  Ephesians 4:32
5. When I have to do something hard		___  Luke 6:27
6. When I have been unkind		___  Psalm 56:3

Choose one of these ways to illustrate how the Bible helps
in hard situations:
1. Draw a story strip with three or four illustrations showing a person in
one of the hard situations listed or another situation you choose. Show
the person reading from the Bible and deciding to do what the Bible
says. Under your story strip write the verse that helps that person make
the right decision. (Your leader will give you paper and pencils, pens, or
markers to use.)
2. Invite someone to be your partner. Plan a skit using one of the
situations or problems. Decide together on the problem to use, what
the conversation will be between the two of you, and which Bible verse
could be used to solve the situation. (Your leader will provide paper and
pencils if you need them.)
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For the Family
This study focuses on two truths:

Jesus Is Lord and
The Bible Is Our Authority
Ask your child to show you his or her answers to the
places Jesus can be Lord and the ways to put Jesus
first (Learning Activity 3).
On Learning Activity 5, read together the verses that
help Christians know how God wants them to act in
different situations. Tell of a time one of these verses
helped you in a situation.
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