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Joshua/Judges: Choices That Matter
Introduction

Choices and results go together. The
choices we make always bring some kind of
results. If you choose to stay up half the night,

learn what can happen when God is ignored
and people choose to do as they please.
The Bible can teach us how to make

the result is you will be tired in the morning.

God-honoring choices. Be encouraged and

If you choose to pull the weeds from your

choose wisely. “Have I not told you? Be strong

garden regularly, the result will be a beautiful,

and have strength of heart! Do not be afraid or

healthy garden all summer long. Think about

lose faith. For the Lord your God is with you

the results that come from these choices:

anywhere you go” (Joshua 1:9).

The foods you eat
How fast you drive
The people you choose to be around
The music you listen to.
All these choices can bring good or bad
results in our lives. But how do we know how
to make the best choices in life?
Thankfully, God has given us an
“owner’s manual” to guide our choices. The
Bible gives us stories of real people who
made real choices. They had to live with the
real results of their choices.
The Old Testament books of Joshua
and Judges are full of such stories. In this
unit, we will read stories of people with brave
faith who had amazing victories. We will also
read stories of those who lied and cheated. We
will learn of men and women who chose to
obey God and lead His people. And we will

About the Writers
Jennifer Carson wr ote Lessons 1-6. She and
her husband, Mark, and their six children are
members of Northwood Church in Keller,
Texas. A graduate of Baylor University,
Jennifer is a homeschool mom and a part-time
English teacher at a private Christian school.
Marcia Miller developed a hear t for missions
as a child growing up in First Baptist, Dallas,
where she is still a member. While serving as a
volunteer in New York City, she learned about
the Lipson Method of teaching and used it as
she taught Vietnamese children in a refugee
camp in Malaysia.
Janet Roberts wr ote the Easter Lesson. She
has taught ESL since 1976 and serves as a
home missionary in Plano, Texas, where she
trains teachers. She has four children and two
granddaughters.
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Joshua/Judges: Choices That Matter
Lesson Overview

Lesson 1

Finding Power in God’s Presence

Joshua 1:1-18

Lesson 2

Trusting God Brings Rewards

Joshua 2:1-21

Lesson 3

Taking Steps in Faith

Joshua 3:5-17; 4:14-24

Lesson 4

Sinning in Secret

Joshua 7:1-13

Lesson 5

Looking to God First

Joshua 9:1-16, 22-27

Lesson 6

Choosing to Serve God

Joshua 23:1-16; 24:14-15

Lesson 7

The Danger of Spiritual Amnesia

Judges 2:1-3, 6-22

Lesson 8

Deborah: A Virtuous Woman

Judges 4:1-22

Lesson 9

Gideon: Wrestling with Doubt

Judges 6:1-2, 11-28, 36-40

Lesson 10

Gideon: Winning God’s Way

Judges 7:2-8, 15-22

Lesson 11

Jephthah: Resilient Warrior Makes
Unwise Vow

Judges 11:1-6, 28-40

Lesson 12

Samson: The Cost of Compromise

Judges 13:1-5; 14:1-9; 16:1, 4-5, 20-22,
27-30

Lesson 13

A Downward Spiral into Chaos

Judges 17:1-6; 18:1; 19:1; 20:1-7; 21:25

Easter
Lesson

Beaten, Bullied, Killed, Raised

Mark 15:16-20, 24-40; 16:1-8
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Joshua and Judges: Choices That Matter
Word List
Lesson 1
appointed: chosen for a special job or duty
comfortable: relaxed and easy; causing no
worries, difficulty, or uncertainty
obedience: willingness to do what someone
tells you to do or to follow instructions
officers: per sons in a position of author ity
or command; people who are in charge
responsibility: a duty, task or job that you
are expected to do
Lesson 2
acceptable: good enough to be received
foreign: from a different place or culture
mayor: the official in char ge of a city
offend: to make someone feel hur t, angr y
or upset because of your words or actions
prostitute: one who does sex sins in
exchange for money
Lesson 3
descendants: a group of people related to
someone who lived in the past
generation: a group of people bor n and
living during the same time
milestone: a ver y impor tant event
military: having to do with ar mies and
wars
miracle: an event that is caused only by the
power of God
obstacles: difficulties or challenges that get
in the way
toddler: a young child just lear ning to
walk

Lesson 4
confusion: a situation where people are not
certain about what to do
greedy: having a selfish desire for more
grumbled: to complain or talk in an
unhappy way
in tune: a condition where one things
agrees with or understands another
overtaken: covered completely in a sudden
way
repented: to show you are sor r y and tr y to
change
Lesson 5
bound: required by duty or law to do
something
deceived: made to believe a lie
independently: without relying on other s
for help
stale: no longer fresh
tattered: r agged, old, and tor n
temptation: a strong ur ge or desire to do
something
Lesson 6
farewell: good-bye, something said or done
when someone is leaving or something is
ending
secure: safe from har m or danger
sternly: ver y ser ious in a fir m or str ict way
urged: encour aged or instr ucted with
strong words and feelings
worthy: deser ving respect, honor and
praise
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Joshua and Judges: Choices That Matter
Word List
waver: to move back and for th in an
unsteady way
Lesson 7
cycle: repeating events and getting the
same results
generations: those who lived before us and
those who will follow us
spiritual amnesia: for getting God; to
separate ourselves from Him
Lesson 8
prophet: a per son who speaks for God
redeem: saving people from sin
virtuous: having high mor al standar ds
Lesson 9
angel: a heavenly being sent by God with a
special message
doubt: questioning, showing uncer tainty
sacrifice: an offer ing to God
sign: assur ance that something should
happen
wrestling: to str uggle with
Lesson 10
faith: being sure of things we cannot see
shofar: a musical instr ument made from a
ram’s horn, it is used to call people to
worship as well as to begin a battle
strategy: a plan of action
warrior: a br ave soldier

Lesson 11
bargain: to come to agreement on ter ms
resilient: able to quickly recover from a
bad situation
unwise: not smar t
vow: an impor tant, per sonal promise
warrior: br ave soldier
Lesson 12
bowstrings: str ings of an archer ’s bow
compromise: a change that makes
something worse and that is not done for a
good reason
pride: having a high opinion of one’s
ability
Lesson 13
chaos: complete disor der
idol: an object made by a per son; it
represents a god
spiral: winding down around a centr al
point
Easter Lesson
arrested: used the power of the law to take
and keep a person
bullied: hur t, hit, made afr aid, or told bad
things about oneself by someone who is
being unkind
criminal: a per son who does something
that the law says is wrong
pretended: acted as if something was tr ue
when it was not true
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Joshua and Judges: Choices That Matter
Memory Verses
Lesson 1
“Only be strong and have much strength of
heart. Be careful to obey all the Law which
My servant Moses told you. Do not turn from
it to the right or to the left. Then all will go
well with you everywhere you go.”
(Joshua 1:7)
Lesson 2
“And she said to the men, ‘I know that the
Lord has given you the land. The fear of you
has come upon us. All the people living in the
land have become weak with fear because of
you.’” (Joshua 2:9)

Lesson 8
“Pleasing ways lie and beauty comes to
nothing but a woman who fears the Lord will
be praised.” (Proverbs 31:30)
Lesson 9
“What can we say about all these things?
Since God is for us, who can be against us?”
(Romans 8:31)
Lesson 10
“Faith is being sure we get what we hope for.
It is being sure of what we cannot see.”
(Hebrews 11:1)

Lesson 3
“Now all the people of the earth may know
that the hand of the Lord is powerful, so that
you may fear the Lord your God forever.”
(Joshua 4:24)

Lesson 11
“Through faith we understand that the world
was made by the word of God. Things were
made from what could not be seen.”
(Hebrews 11:3)

Lesson 4
“You have set our wrong-doing before You,
our secret sins in the light of Your
face.” (Psalm 90:8)

Lesson 12
“Pride comes before being destroyed and a
proud spirit comes before a fall.”
(Proverbs 16:18)

Lesson 5
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do
not trust your own understanding.”
(Proverbs 3:5)

Lesson 13
“We see the anger of God coming down from
heaven against all the sins of men. These
sinful men keep the truth from being
known.” (Romans 1:18)

Lesson 6
“But as for me and my family, we will serve
the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15)
Lesson 7
“Have no gods other than Me.”
(Exodus 20:3)

Easter Lesson
“He said, ‘Do not be afraid. You are looking
for Jesus of Nazareth Who was nailed to a
cross. He is risen! He is not here! See, here is
the place where they laid Him.’” (Mark 16:6)
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country. The couple was not excited about
this idea at first. However, they continued to

in Simplified English

pray. They asked God to make His plans for

Joshua and Judges:
Choices That Matter

their family very clear. They became sure of

Lesson 1:
Finding Power in
God’s Presence

must obey. But it would not be easy.

Bible Text
Joshua 1:1-18

what God was telling them. They knew they
The couple was afraid of leaving their
safe home. They were sad about leaving their
close friends. They were nervous about
raising their family in a new country. They
worried about finding jobs in a new city. They
continued to pray. They asked God to help

Memory Verse
“Only be strong and have much strength of heart.
Be careful to obey all the Law which My servant
Moses told you. Do not turn from it to the right or
to the left. Then all will go well with you
everywhere you go.” (Joshua 1:7)

them obey everything He asked them to do.

Word List
appointed: chosen for a special job or duty
comfortable: relaxed and easy; causing no
worries, difficulty, or uncertainty
obedience: willingness to do what someone tells
you to do or to follow instructions
officers: persons in a position of authority or
command; people who are in charge
responsibility: a duty, task or job that you are
expected to do

They quickly learned that God was with them

A young couple had four small
children. They had good jobs and many

God answered their prayers. He gave
them a deep desire to obey His plans for their
family. They began to understand that
obedience was the best choice for them.
when they obeyed what He said. He
comforted them in their fears and doubts. He
helped them conquer every fear. He provided
for their needs. God was with this family. His
presence brought them peace, joy and strength
to do everything He asked them to do.
God Is with His People (Joshua 1:1-9)
Moses was an important leader for

friends. Their life was comfortable. This

God’s people. When he died, the Israelites

couple began asking God in prayer about how

needed a new leader. They needed someone

they could serve Him. To their surprise, they

to lead them into the land God had given

felt God leading them to go to another

them. Moses had been a strong leader. He had
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an important job. The new leader would have
a big job in taking his place.
God chose Joshua to be the new leader
of the Israelites. This was a big change for

But Joshua had something even more
important than his preparation. He had God’s
promise. God promised His presence to
Joshua. He told Joshua, “I will be with you

Joshua. For decades, Joshua had served Moses just as I have been with Moses” (Joshua 1:5b).
as a faithful helper. Now things would change

God had shown Himself to Moses and had

for Joshua. He had a new job among God’s

answered Moses’ prayers. He was a constant

people. He had a new responsibility. He

presence in Moses’ life. Now He would do the

would lead the Israelites to fight many battles.

same for Joshua. God’s presence would help

He would help them to rule over the land God

Joshua be a strong leader. God’s promise

gave them. These tasks would not be easy.

meant that Joshua could always know God

Joshua was probably nervous and afraid to do

was near. What courage and strength this

the job God gave him. But God promised to

knowledge must have given Joshua!

be with Joshua.
Moses’ job had not been easy either.
But God helped Moses and prepared him for

The People’s Response (Joshua 1:10-18)
Joshua quickly began the job God had

the job. Moses was able to lead the Israelites

given him. Moses had appointed special

out of Egypt because God prepared Him for

officers to help him lead God’s people

the job. Moses had grown up in Pharaoh’s

(Deuteronomy 1:15). These were wise and

royal house. He was trained as a ruler and

respected men from the family groups of

military leader. This training helped him lead

Israel. Joshua called for these men right away.

the Israelites out of Egypt and out of slavery.

He told them to get the people ready to cross

God had prepared Joshua for his new

the Jordan River. Joshua would guide God’s

job, too. Joshua had experienced God’s

people into a new homeland. He would lead

power. He saw God rescue His people from

God’s people to conquer the people who were

being slaves in Egypt. He saw God do many

still living there. God had given them this new

miracles to help make them free from the

land. God had assured them victory over the

Egyptians. As Moses’ helper, Joshua saw

people there (vv. 3-5). But the Israelites

God’s glory and God’s power. He was on the

would still have battles to fight. If they

mountain with Moses when God gave His

obeyed God in this, then they would receive

law. He saw God punish sin. And he saw God

what God promised. Joshua told the officers

provide food and water in the wilderness.

to gather the necessary food and supplies.
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Joshua had particular instructions for
the family groups of Reuben, Gad, and

Things to Remember
The Israelites had often complained and

Manasseh. These family groups were mostly

disobeyed as Moses led them in the

shepherds. These families had already been

wilderness. Because of their disobedience,

promised fertile land east of the Jordan River

they had died in the wilderness. Now their

(Deuteronomy 3:12-21). These families did

children had grown up. These children had

not need to cross the Jordan. They did not

seen God’s power and faithfulness as they

need to conquer people already living there.

were growing up. This new generation of

But Joshua reminded them of their

Israelites trusted God fully. Because they

promise to help. They would send their

trusted God, they trusted the leader God gave

fighting men to help the other family groups.

them. The nation of Israel stayed faithful to

Their wives, children and animals would not

Joshua. They agreed to be present with Joshua

cross the Jordan. However, the men would

in battle. They encouraged Joshua with the

cross the river to fight until the other family

same words God had spoken: “Be strong and

groups owned the land God gave them.

have strength of heart.” They obeyed in faith

These men agreed to do as Joshua said.
Their response honored God. They kept their

because they knew God was with them.
God wants His followers to remember

promise. They showed their faith in God by

His promise. He promised to be with us

honoring the leader God appointed. They

always (Matthew 28:20). He promised never

obeyed Joshua with all their hearts.

to leave us (Hebrews 13:5). God’s promises
are true. He is with us as we follow and obey
Him. When we remember this, we can be
strong-hearted, too!

Things to Think About

____________________

1. Why did God keep urging Joshua to have
strength of heart?
2. What does it mean to have strength of heart?

Joshua 1:1-9
1 After the death of the Lord’s servant Moses,
the Lord said to Moses’ helper, Joshua the son

3. Tell about situations that might happen today
where Christians must have strength of heart.

of Nun,

4. How can we show our faith in God the way
Joshua and the Israelites did?

these people get up and cross the Jordan River

2 “My servant Moses is dead. So you and all
to the land I am giving to the people of Israel.
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3 I have given you every place where the

within three days you will cross this Jordan to

bottom of your foot steps, as I promised

go in to take the land the Lord your God is

Moses.

giving you for your own.’”

4 Your land will be from the desert and from

12 To the Reubenites, the Gadites and the

Lebanon as far as the big Euphrates River. It

half-family group of Manasseh, Joshua said,

will be all the land of the Hittites to the Great

13 “Remember what the Lord’s servant Moses

Sea on the west.

told you, saying, ‘The Lord your God gives

5 No man will be able to stand against you all

you rest, and will give you this land.’

the days of your life. I will be with you just as

14 Your wives, your children and your cattle

I have been with Moses. I will be faithful to

will stay in the land Moses gave you on this

you and will not leave you alone.

side of the Jordan. But you and all your

6 Be strong and have strength of heart. For

strong-hearted soldiers will cross the river

you will bring the people in to take this land

dressed for battle in front of your brothers.

which I promised to their fathers to give

You will help them

them.

15 until the Lord gives your brothers rest, as

7 Only be strong and have much strength of

He has given you. Help them until they own

heart. Be careful to obey all the Law which

the land the Lord your God is giving them.

My servant Moses told you. Do not turn from

Then you will return to your own land. You

it to the right or to the left. Then all will go

will own what the Lord’s servant Moses gave

well with you everywhere you go.

you on the east side of the Jordan.”

8 This book of the Law must not leave your

16 They answered Joshua, saying, “We will do

mouth. Think about it day and night, so you

all that you have told us. And we will go

may be careful to do all that is written in it.

anywhere you send us.

Then all will go well with you. You will

17 We will obey you in all things just as we

receive many good things.

obeyed Moses. Only may the Lord your God

9 Have I not told you? Be strong and have

be with you as He was with Moses.

strength of heart! Do not be afraid or lose

18 Anyone who goes against what you say,

faith. For the Lord your God is with you

and does not obey all that you tell him to do,

anywhere you go.”

will be put to death. Only be strong and have

10 Then Joshua told the leaders of the people,

strength of heart.”

11 “Go among the tents and tell the people,
‘Gather together the things you will need. For
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that Christians pray before they eat. You say
that you are a Christian. Why do I not see you
pray?” The man answered, “ I did not want to

Joshua and Judges:
Choices That Matter

offend you. So I pr ayed silently. God hear s

Lesson 2:
Trusting God
Brings Rewards

The mayor said, “Go ahead and pray out loud.

Bible Text
Joshua 2:1-21
Memory Verse
“And she said to the men, ‘I know that the Lord
has given you the land. The fear of you has come
upon us. All the people living in the land have
become weak with fear because of you.’”
(Joshua 2:9)
Word List
acceptable: good enough to be received
foreign: from a different place or culture
mayor: the official in charge of a city
offend: to make someone feel hurt, angry or
upset because of your words or actions
prostitute: one who does sex sins in exchange
for money
A man went to live in a new country.
The people there lived hard lives. It was
against the law for citizens in that country to

our thoughts, as well as the words we speak.”
I want to hear the words you say.”
The officials listened carefully to the
man’s prayer. The man praised God for being
our good Creator. He thanked God for being a
giver of good things. He thanked God for the
food. Then he asked God to bless the officials
and their families with wisdom and health.
After that, the mayor said, “Your
prayer is acceptable. From now on, you will
pray when we eat.” The man was very
surprised at the mayor’s response. God helped
the man find favor in the eyes of the mayor.
Now the man had a powerful friend and
helper in his work. God can turn the hearts of
people, even those who do not have faith in
Him. He can grant His followers favor in the
eyes of men in order to achieve His purposes.
Joshua Sends Out Spies (Joshua 2:1-7)
The men Joshua sent out as spies did

be Christians. He went there to try to make

not expect help from the people on whom

other people’s lives better. He stayed for

they were spying. Their job was a dangerous

fourteen years. During that time, he was not

one. They needed to sneak into the city

afraid to tell others that he was a Christian.

without being noticed. If their enemies found

One day the man was eating with some
city officials. The mayor said, “I have heard

them, they could be killed.
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The spies were seeking to discover

The people of Jericho would know

important facts about their enemies. They

that the presence of Hebrew spies in their

wanted to know about their enemies’ food and

city signaled danger. Spies meant that the

water supply. They also wanted to learn about

Israelites were planning an attack. Rahab

their weapons and the number of fighting

knew this, too. When the king’s soldiers

men. They needed to know if there were

came to her, she had to make a hard choice.

neighboring cities who would help Israel’s

If they caught her hiding the spies, they

enemies fight. Finally, they needed to see how

would kill her. But how could she protect

strong the city walls were. This information

her family from the Israelites’ attack?

would help them in battle.
When the spies entered the city, they
came to the house of a prostitute named
Rahab. Why would these two men stop there?
They knew many foreign travelers would
come through a prostitute’s home. Maybe they
thought they would blend in with the other
travelers by stopping there. Visiting such
places was a common thing for men to do at
this time. Or maybe they stopped there to
investigate the structure and strength of the
city walls. Rahab’s house was built on top of
Jericho’s strong walls.
Whatever their reason, Rahab
recognized them as Israelite spies right away.
Spies were everywhere in those days. Each
city kept an eye on what the others were doing
at all times. They wanted to be prepared in
case of attack. In fact, the king of Jericho
probably already knew that the Israelites were
camped beside the Jordan. His spies very
likely reported to him about their camp within
a short time of their arrival.

Help from an Unexpected Friend
(Joshua 2:8-21)
The people of Jericho knew that the
God of Israel was powerful. They knew the
God of Israel had defeated the mighty
Egyptians. People all over the land had
heard this news. The Egyptians had been no
match for the God of Israel. What would
happen to Jericho? They were afraid.
Rahab decided to take a bold risk. She
believed in the power of the God of Israel.
She decided to hide the two Hebrew spies.
She lied to the soldiers, telling them the two
men had already left. She suggested the
soldiers should be quick to go after them
and catch them. So the soldiers left.
Then, with great courage, Rahab
asked the two spies to help her entire family
escape death at the hands of the Israelite
army. Rahab and her people had heard how
the Lord dried up the Red Sea for the
Israelites. They had heard how God
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destroyed the Amorites on the other side of

house during the attack, they would all remain

the Jordan River. Respectfully, Rahab said,

safe and protected.

“The Lord your God is God in heaven above
and on earth below” (v. 11).
For many years, the people of Jericho

Later that night, Rahab helped the spies
escape out her window. They fled to the
mountains. They waited until the soldiers from

had heard about the Israelites’ powerful God.

Jericho quit looking for them. They returned

But they continued to worship their false

to Joshua and told him all that had happened.

gods. No one in Jericho turned to the God of

Their story encouraged Joshua. He knew God

Israel. Until now. Rahab made a courageous

had given them special favor. He knew that

choice. She decided to leave behind her false

God was with them just as He had promised.

gods. She chose to put herself under the care
and protection of Israel’s God. She would
start a new life with God’s people when

Things to Remember
Things had changed among the people

Jericho fell to the Israelites. She would leave

of Israel. Joshua knew it. He remembered how

everything behind and start over.

forty years ago he had spied on the land of

The spies agreed to protect Rahab

Canaan himself. Back then, the people did not

because she kept them safe from the king of

place their faith in God. They did not trust

Jericho. They gave Rahab a red rope to tie in

God to give them victory over the land. And

the window of her house on the city wall. The

they spent many hard years in the wilderness

spies promised that the Israelites would not

because of their lack of faith.

touch the house with the red rope in the

Placing your faith in God changes

window. If Rahab’s family stayed in the

everything! It changed things for the nation of
Israel. It also changed things for Rahab’s
entire family. It is not an easy thing to trust

Things to Think About

God fully. But when we do, we experience

1. What made Rahab decide to help the spies?

His power and His victory. Through faith, we

2. What factors influenced your decision to place
your faith in God for the first time?

come to know the good plans He has for us.

3. Why did the spies’ story encourage Joshua?
4. One reason Rahab believed in God’s power was
because she heard stories about what He had done.
What has God done in your life that you could share
with someone who is considering whether or not to
place their faith in God?

____________________

Joshua 2:1-21
1 Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men
from Shittim to go in secret to learn about the
land. He said to them, “Go and spy out the land,
and Jericho.” So they went and came to the
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house of Rahab, a woman who sold the use of
her body, and they stayed there.
2 Then the king of Jericho was told, “See, men
of Israel have come here to spy out the land.”
3 So the king of Jericho sent word to Rahab,
saying, “Bring out the men who have come to
you and have gone into your house. For they
have come to spy out all the land.”
4 But the woman had taken the two men and
hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came to
me. But I did not know where they were from.
5 When it was time for the gate to be shut after
dark, the men went out. I do not know where
they went. Be quick to go after them, for you
will catch them.”
6 But she had brought them up to the roof and
had hidden them under the grain she had put up
there.
7 The men went after them on the road to the
Jordan as far as the river crossing. As soon as
those going after them had gone out, they shut
the gate.
8 Before they lay down, she came up to them
on the roof.
9 And she said to the men, “I know that the
Lord has given you the land. The fear of you
has come upon us. All the people living in the
land have become weak with fear because of
you.
10 For we have heard how the Lord dried up
the water of the Red Sea for you when you
came out of Egypt. We have heard how you
destroyed the two kings of the Amorites, Sihon
and Og, on the other side of the Jordan.
11 When we heard it, our hearts became weak.
No man had strength of heart any more because
of you. For the Lord your God is God in heaven

above and on earth below.
12 Now I have shown you kindness. So I beg of
you, promise me by the Lord that you will show
kindness to those of my father’s house. Give me
something to show that you will be faithful.
13 Do not kill my father and mother and my
brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them.
Save us from death.”
14 So the men said to her, “Our life for yours! If
you do not tell anyone what we are doing, we
will be faithful and show you kindness when the
Lord gives us the land.”
15 Then she let them down by a rope through
the window. She lived in her house that was
built on top of the city wall.
16 She said to them, “Go to the hill country, or
those who are looking for you might find you.
For three days hide yourselves there until those
who are looking for you return. Then you may
go on your way.”
17 The men said to her, “We will be free from
this promise you have made us swear
18 unless, when we come into the land, you tie
this red rope in the window you let us down
through. Bring your father and mother, your
brothers and all those of your father’s house into
your house.
19 If anyone goes out through the doors of your
house into the street, his blood will be on his
own head. We will not be guilty for his death.
But if a hand is laid upon anyone who is with
you in the house, his blood will be on our head.
20 And we will be free from the promise you
made us swear if you tell anyone what we are
doing.”
21 She said, “Let it be as you have said.” Then
she sent them away, and tied the red rope in the
window.
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Lesson 3:
Taking Steps in Faith

that come with a toddler’s first steps. Parents
may even change things around in their home.
They place breakable items out of the
toddler’s reach. They move around furniture
so that she doesn’t fall and bump her head.
These are the changes that come when
a child grows and develops in a healthy way.
Walking is a milestone in each child’s path
toward growing up. It is the beginning of

Bible Text
Joshua 3:5-17; 4:14-24
Memory Verse
“Now all the people of the earth may know that
the hand of the Lord is powerful, so that you may
fear the Lord your God forever.” (Joshua 4:24)
Word List
descendants: a group of people related to
someone who lived in the past
generation: a group of people born and living
during the same time
milestone: a very important event
military: having to do with armies and wars
miracle: an event that is caused only by the
power of God
obstacles: difficulties or challenges that get in
the way
toddler: a young child just learning to walk

becoming all God wants them to be. Ideally,
their little feet will one day carry them to do
everything God has planned for their lives.
The nation of Israel was about to
experience a big change, too. They would
soon take their first steps into the land God
had given them. But their path would come
with obstacles. The Jordan River stood
between them and their new land. Even if
they could cross it, they would still find more
obstacles. They would need to conquer the
people living in Canaan before they could
dwell safely. To overcome these obstacles, the
Israelites would have to show their faith in
God. Their first steps would require them to
obey God and trust Him for the victory.

Have you ever watched a baby learn to
walk? A child’s first steps are an important

Trusting God for Amazing Things

milestone. Fir st steps are always uneven

(Joshua 3:5-13)

and unsure. But they signify a big change!

God wanted Israel to conquer the land

Walking gives a toddler the ability to move

of Canaan on the other side of the Jordan

and explore freely. Parents know what a

River. But He did not want them to focus on

change this is. There are many adjustments

military str ategy. God wanted His people to
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focus on their faith in Him. God would take

would cut off the dangerous waters of the

care of the battles. He would fight for them

Jordan. Then they could cross on dry land just

and give them victory. The Israelites’ job was

as their fathers had crossed the Red Sea.

to trust, follow, and obey.
Joshua wanted to make sure the people
were ready to act in faith. He gave clear

Crossing with Faith (Joshua 3:14-17)
Joshua shared God’s instructions with

instructions. They understood what Joshua

the people (3:9). And the people obeyed what

said when he told them, “Make yourselves

God said. The religious leaders obeyed by

holy” (3:5). This meant they should do

standing in the middle of the raging waters.

special religious acts to prepare. These acts

Maybe they worried about losing their

included special ways of bathing and

footing. Maybe they worried about dropping

preparing special clean clothes. These

the special box of agreement as the strong

religious acts helped the people prepare to see

waters pushed against them. Maybe they

and understand the miracle God would do. He

worried about being swept away to their death

was about to act in a mighty way.

in a rushing flood.

The people knew God wanted them to

But the religious leaders did not act on

cross the Jordan. But they did not know how

their fears. They acted on faith in God’s

they would do it. The Jordan River often

power. God’s presence helped them obey. And

flooded in the springtime (3:15, 4:19). Melting God kept His promise. As they stood in the
snow from nearby mountains caused deep

rough waters of the Jordan, God stopped the

waters and dangerous mudslides. The people

waters in one place. The ground beneath their

would have to obey God’s instructions exactly

feet became dry land. God’s people passed

in order to cross safely.

into Canaan near Jericho in a great act of

Joshua pointed the Israelites to the
special box of the agreement. This box was
carried by religious leaders from the family
groups of Israel. It represented God’s presence
with His people. God reminded Joshua that He
was with him (3:7). God told Joshua that the
religious leaders who carried the special box
of agreement should stand still in the Jordan.
God promised that when they obeyed, He

God’s power.
Remembering God’s Power
(Joshua 4:14-24)
This was a day for the Israelites to
remember. God accomplished three important
things in the miracle He performed that day.
First, he firmly established Joshua as Israel’s
new leader. God showed His plan to Joshua.

Lesson 3 ● Page 18

Joshua led the people to follow God’s plan.

at Gilgal on the east side of Jericho. For

And the people knew that God was with

generations to come, these stones would

Joshua because God did exactly what Joshua

remind God’s people of what He did at the

told them He would do. From then on, the

Jordan River. In fact, they would show God’s

people gave Joshua the same honor and

power to all the people in Canaan.

respect they had given Moses.
Second, God showed that He has
power over all the earth. Even the flood

Things to Remember
The miracle at the Jordan River

waters of the Jordan obeyed Him! When the

provided an opportunity for all Canaan’s

religious leaders who carried the special box

residents to know God’s power. They could

of agreement stepped up from the Jordan, the

choose to leave their false gods and worship

waters returned. Just as God had done at the

the One True God. From the beginning of

Red Sea, He showed His power to a new

time, God planned to bless all nations through

generation of Isr aelites.

Abrahams’s descendants (Genesis 12:3,

Third, God made sure that “all the

28:14). God showed His power through them

people of the earth” would know about His

because He wanted the nations to turn to Him.

power (4:24). To prove what God had done,

Today, God still wants the people of all

Joshua gave special instructions to the

nations to follow Him. Taking the first step of

people. Before the religious leaders stepped

faith in God can bring big changes. God is

up out of the Jordan, he chose one man from

with us when we take steps to obey Him. We

each family group. Each man took a large

can trust His power completely!

stone from the dry ground of the Jordan’s
river bed (4:5). These stones were displayed

Things to Think About
1. How do you feel when God asks you to obey Him
in something new?
2. How do you know God is with you when you take
new steps of faith to follow Him?
3. What obstacles keep you from following God in
obedience? How do you overcome those obstacles?
4. How does God show His power in our lives
today?

____________________
Joshua 3:5-17
5 Then Joshua said to the people, “Make
yourselves holy. For tomorrow the Lord will do
powerful works among you.”
6 Joshua said to the religious leaders, “Take up
the special box of the agreement and cross over
in front of the people.” So they took up the
special box of the agreement and went in front
of the people.
7 The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin
to give you honor in the eyes of all Israel. Then
they may know that I will be with you just as I
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have been with Moses.
8 Tell the religious leaders who are carrying the
special box of the agreement, ‘When you come
to the water of the Jordan River, stand still in
it.’”
9 Then Joshua said to the people of Israel,
“Come here. Listen to the words of the Lord
your God.”
10 And Joshua said, “You will know that the
living God is among you because He will be
sure to drive away from in front of you the
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Hivite, the Perizzite,
the Girgashite, the Amorite and the Jebusite.
11 See, the special box of the agreement of the
Lord of All the earth is crossing over in front of
you in the Jordan.
12 Now choose twelve men from the families
of Israel, one man for each family.
13 The religious leaders who carry the special
box of the agreement of the Lord of All the
earth, will rest their feet in the water of the
Jordan. Then the water of the Jordan will be cut
off. The water flowing down from above will
gather together in one place.”
14 So the people left their tents to cross the
Jordan. The religious leaders carried the special
box of the agreement in front of the people.
15 They carried it to the Jordan and put their
feet in the water. (For the Jordan water floods
during the time of gathering grain.)
16 Then the water flowing down from above
stood and rose up in one place far away at
Adam, the city beside Zarethan. The water
flowing down toward the sea of the Arabah, the
Salt Sea, was all cut off. So the people crossed
beside Jericho.
17 The religious leaders who carried the special
box of the agreement of the Lord stood on dry

ground in the middle of the Jordan. And all
Israel crossed on dry ground, until all the nation
had crossed the Jordan.
Joshua 4:14-24
14 On that day the Lord gave Joshua honor in
the eyes of all Israel. So they honored him as a
great man just as they had honored Moses all the
days of his life.
15 The Lord said to Joshua,
16 “Tell the religious leaders who carry the
special box of the agreement to come up from
the Jordan.”
17 So Joshua told the religious leaders to come
up from the Jordan.
18 The religious leaders who carried the special
box of the agreement of the Lord came up from
the middle of the Jordan. When their feet
stepped on dry ground, the water of the Jordan
returned to its place. It flowed over its sides as
before.
19 The people came up from the Jordan on the
tenth day of the first month. Then they stayed at
Gilgal on the east side of Jericho.
20 Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they
had taken from the Jordan.
21 He said to the people of Israel, “Your
children will ask their fathers some time in the
future, ‘What do these stones mean?’
22 Then let your children know that Israel
crossed this Jordan on dry ground.
23 For the Lord your God dried up the water of
the Jordan before you until you had crossed. It
was just as the Lord your God had done to the
Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we
had crossed.
24 Now all the people of the earth may know
that the hand of the Lord is powerful, so that you
may fear the Lord your God forever.”
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Lesson 4:
Sinning in Secret
Bible Text
Joshua 7:1-13
Memory Verse
“You have set our wrong-doing before You, our
secret sins in the light of Your face.” (Psalm 90:8)
Word List
confusion: a situation where people are not
certain about what to do
greedy: having a selfish desire for more
grumbled: to complain or talk in an unhappy way
in tune: a condition where one things agrees with
or understands another
overtaken: covered completely in a sudden way
repented: to show you are sorry and try to
change
In church, children often learn the story

down the walls. The people obeyed, and the
city was easily conquered. God was with
Joshua in this battle. The people celebrated
him. “He was well-known and respected in all
the land” (6:7).
Achan’s Sin (Joshua 7:1)
Yet Joshua 7 begins with a different
feeling. The word but often introduces a
different point of view. Sometimes it is good.
Sometimes it is bad. The Israelites were full
of joy after their victory at Jericho. No one
knew it yet, but something went wrong at
Jericho. A secret sin was committed in
Jericho. Something was hidden among the
tents of the family groups of Israel. But
nothing is secret or hidden from God. He sees
all things. And He takes sin seriously, even
when no one else sees it.
When Joshua led Israel’s fighting men
into Jericho, he promised them God would
give a victory. But he gave them careful

of Joshua at the Battle of Jericho. Jericho was

instructions. He said, “The city and all that is

the first major battle the Israelites fought in

in it must be destroyed because everything in

Canaan. The people had crossed the Jordan

it belongs to the Lord” (6:17). He reminded

and were camped on the other side. They

the men that only the house of Rahab and the

were only a short walk from Jericho.

family in her house should be spared. Rahab

This battle was their first victory in the
land God had given them. The people relied

had hidden the Hebrew spies whom Joshua
sent out before they crossed the Jordan. The

on God in this battle. He was in charge. God’s spies had promised her that all within her
plan was simple. He told the Israelites to

house would be saved from harm during the

walk, blow trumpets, and wait for Him to tear

battle (see Lesson 2).
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Joshua further warned his men by

confusion on the battlefield. Whatever the

saying, “Keep yourselves from the things that

reason, at least thirty-six men lost their lives

are to be destroyed. Or while you give them

in the retreat (v. 5). The Israelites lost their

up to be destroyed, you might desire them.

strength of heart and were defeated at Ai.

Then you would make the camp of Israel
sinful also, and bring trouble on it” (6:18). All

God Reveals Secret Sin (Joshua 7:6-13)

the silver and gold and brass and iron were to

Joshua and the other leaders were

be put into the store-house of the Lord.
But Achan, from the family of Judah,

shocked and discouraged. God had promised
them His presence. God promised He would

did not obey Joshua’s orders. When he

defeat the people who lived in Canaan. But

thought no one was watching, he took some

Joshua was a wise leader. His heart was in

things for himself. Maybe he thought these

tune with God. He knew quickly that God

riches would help his family. Maybe he was

must have withdrawn His presence from His

simply greedy. Either way, Achan sinned

people. He knew God must be displeased with

against God. He followed his own thoughts

them. He and the other leaders tore their

instead of relying on God’s plan. God was

clothes to show they were sorry. They put

angry with Israel because of Achan’s sin.

dust on their heads to show that they repented
in their hearts.

Sin Has Consequences (Joshua 7:2-5)
Achan’s sin would bring harm to all of

Joshua waited for the Lord to respond.
He asked the Lord why his men had run away

Israel, just as Joshua had warned. Achan’s sin

in battle (v. 8). In confusion and

affected the whole nation. God was angry. His

disappointment, Joshua began to complain.

presence did not go with them into their next

He sounded a lot like the people who

battle. When the Israelites attacked Ai, things

grumbled to Moses in the wilder ness.

went wrong.

Joshua did not want the people to bring shame

They should have easily defeated the
small number of men at Ai. Their spies
reported they would not even need their whole

on God’s name in Canaan. He asked what the
Lord would do to show His glory again.
God answered Joshua with strong

army (v. 3). Their victory seemed sure. But

words. God said, “Israel has sinned” (v. 11).

the fighting men of Israel ran away when the

God told Joshua that the Israelites had broken

battle began. Maybe God allowed them to be

their agreement with God. He said that they

overtaken by fear . Maybe He caused

had stolen and lied. God knew about Achan’s
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sin, but Joshua did not. Now Joshua knew

Second, sin always has consequences.

why the people of Israel could not stand to

Achan did not escape punishment just because

fight against their enemies. They turned back

no one saw him sin. God deals with our sin no

in front of their enemies because God was

matter what. Sometimes He allows the

punishing them!

evidence of our sin to be discovered later. We

The sins of one man were affecting the

might escape discipline for a while, but we

entire nation. God would not go with them

will not escape forever. God is a just God. He

into battle again until they made things right.

does not tolerate sin.

God instructed Joshua to find the things that

Third, the consequences of sin affect

were taken from Jericho. He told Joshua to

many people—not just the sinner. The entire

make sure those things were destroyed.

nation of Israel suffered because of God’s
anger. No less than 36 men lost their lives in

Things to Remember
The story of Achan can teach us
important lessons today. First, no sin is

battle. Their families suffered much grief. Our
actions always affect others.
We should take sin seriously. We

hidden from God. It does not matter if no one

should follow Joshua’s example. We can

sees you sin. God saw what Achan did. He

confess our sins to God. We can repent and

sees us, too. It does not matter if you cover up

ask for forgiveness. God will show us what to

your sin. God knew where Achan buried the

do next. If we repent, His anger does not last

things that should have been destroyed. God

forever.

knows all our hiding places, too.

Things to Think About
1. Why were Achan’s actions sinful?
2. What do you do when you feel that God is not with
you? What can you learn from Joshua’s example?
3. Have you ever tried to cover up your sin? What
happened in the end?
4. Explain the memory verse in your own words.
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Joshua 7:1-13

on the other side of the Jordan!

1 But the people of Israel sinned with the

8 O Lord, what can I say? Israel has turned

things that were to be destroyed. Achan, the

their backs in front of those who fight against

son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of

them.

Zerah, from the family of Judah, took some of

9 The Canaanites and all the people living in

the things that were to be destroyed. So the

the land will hear of it. They will gather

Lord was very angry with the people of Israel.

around us and destroy our name from the

2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which

earth. Then what will You do for Your great

is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel. He said to

name?”

them, “Go and spy out the land in secret.” So

10 The Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why

the men went and spied out Ai.

have you fallen on your face?

3 When they returned to Joshua, they said,

11 Israel has sinned. They have gone against

“Do not have all the people go there. Only

My agreement which I told them to keep. They

about 2,000 or 3,000 men need to go to Ai.

have even taken some of the things that were

Do not make the whole army fight, for the

to be destroyed. They have stolen and lied.

people of Ai are few.”

And they have put them among their own

4 So about 3,000 men of Israel went, but they

things.

ran away from the men of Ai.

12 That is why the people of Israel cannot

5 The men of Ai killed about thirty-six of

stand in front of those who fight against them.

their men and ran after them from the gate as

They turn their backs in front of those who

far as Shebarim. And they killed more on the

hate them because they are being punished. I

way down. So the hearts of the people

will not be with you any more unless you

became weak. They became like water.

destroy the things among you that should be

6 Then Joshua and the leaders of Israel tore

destroyed.

their clothes. They fell with their faces on the

13 Get up! Set apart the people and say, ‘Make

ground in front of the special box of the

yourselves holy for tomorrow. For the Lord,

agreement until evening. And they put dust on the God of Israel, has said, “There are things
their heads.

among you which should be destroyed, O

7 Joshua said, “O Lord God, why did You

Israel. You cannot stand in front of those who

ever bring this nation over the Jordan, only to

fight against you until you take away the

give us into the hand of the Amorites to be

things among you which should be

destroyed? If only we had been willing to live

destroyed.”
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often the easiest solution to the problem,
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Lesson 5:
Looking to God First
Bible Text
Joshua 9:1-16, 22-27

people don’t often ask for directions first.
Instead, they rely on their own abilities to get
out of the situation. Maybe pride and
stubbornness cause them to try to find the
way on their own. Usually, people think they
can figure things out without help.
The same thing is true in our life with
God. Most of us don’t ask God for directions
when we have problems. Instead, we think we
can figure things out on our own. We believe

Memory Verse
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not
trust your own understanding.” (Proverbs 3:5)

that we are smart enough and strong enough

Word List
bound: required by duty or law to do something
deceived: made to believe a lie
independently: without relying on others for help
stale: no longer fresh
tattered: ragged, old, and torn
temptation: a strong urge or desire to do
something

ourselves first. We look to our own

Have you ever gotten lost somewhere?

to find the answers. In our hearts, we often
think we don’t need God. We look to
understanding and our own thoughts. We
often fail to look to God first.
This is not a new problem. When sin
entered the world, people began living
independently fr om God. Since then,
people have been putting faith in their own

What did you do? Did you turn around and

abilities first. The nation of Israel had this

try to retrace your route? Did you use the sun

problem, too. Even their faithful leader,

or moon or stars to figure out which direction

Joshua, did not always look to God first.

you were heading? Did you rely on your
memory to recall the directions? Did you rely

Israel Starts by Looking to God

on your sense of direction? Did you simply

After the Israelites finally gained

stop and ask for directions?
People are funny. People are especially

victory over Ai, Joshua built an altar. At the
altar on Mount Ebal, Joshua wrote down the

funny when they don’t know where to go. For

Law of Moses on stone tablets (8:32). He

some reason, asking for directions is usually

wanted all the people to look to the Lord and

the last thing people try. Even though it is

His law. So he placed it where everyone could
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see it. Then he read every word of the Law to

thought they could better protect themselves.

the people (8:34-35).

But the people of Gibeon did not join them.

Joshua wanted the people to remember

Instead, the Gibeonites thought up a plan to

the directions that God had given them. He

trick the people of Israel. If it worked, they

surely read the words from Deuteronomy 20.

hoped to spare the lives of their people. They

These were directions for how the Israelites

hoped to protect their way of life.

should conquer the people in the land God had

The Gibeonites came to the Israelites’

given them. God did not want them to be

camp at Gilgal. They wore old clothes and

fearful in battle. He instructed them by saying,

carried old bags. They wore old shoes on their

“For the Lord your God is the One Who goes

feet. They carried old, stale bread. They

with you. He will fight for you against those

wanted to look like they had traveled a long

who hate you. And He will save you”

way. They requested a meeting with Joshua.

(Deuteronomy 20:4). God also directed them

They lied to Joshua, saying they had come

to offer peace to the people in the cities they

from a far country. They did not want Joshua

attacked. If the city chose peace, then the

to know that they lived in Canaan. They were

conquered people must work for Israel as

afraid Joshua would destroy them like the

servants. The Israelites were instructed to

people of Jericho and Ai.

destroy any city that did not choose peace.
Soon, God’s people would be engaged

The tricky Gibeonites claimed to have
heard about the mighty deeds of Israel’s God

in more battles with other cities in Canaan.

in a far-off land. They asked to make a

Joshua showed great wisdom in reminding the

peaceful agreement with God’s people. If

people to look to God for directions. He knew

Joshua knew they were from a neighboring

the people must keep looking to God. He

city, he surely would not bargain with them

knew their faith would bring them victory.

(v. 7). After all, God had told Joshua to
conquer all the people in Canaan. But Joshua

The Gibeonites Lie to Joshua
(Joshua 9:1-13)
News about the Israelites had traveled
throughout Canaan. Everyone had heard how
the God of Israel defeated Jericho and Ai. The
kings beyond Ai decided to fight Israel
together. By fighting as one army, they

fell for their tricks. He believed their lies. He
was deceived.
Israel Does Not Look to God First
(Joshua 9:14-16, 22-27)
Joshua and his men looked at the
Gibeonites’ tattered clothing and bags.
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They tasted the old, stale bread. They
believed what they saw with their eyes. They
trusted their own understanding of the

many years to come.
Things to Remember
Joshua and the Israelites were fooled by

situation. It seemed like an easy decision. But

the Gibeonites’ lies. But the lies were not the

Joshua made a big mistake! He did not ask

biggest problem. The Israelites biggest

the Lord about this decision. By the time

problem was that they relied on their own

Joshua realized his mistake, it was too late.

abilities. They trusted their own understanding

He knew he must keep the promise he had

to make an important decision. God’s people

made. He was bound by his word. He could

had just re-committed themselves to God’s

not conquer the Gibeonites now.

Law. But their commitment to follow God’s

Joshua’s failure to look to God would
bring serious consequences. Now their
potential enemies could dwell safely in the

direction was soon forgotten. And their failure
would have lasting consequences.
Today, we are also quick to make

borders of Israel's new homeland. The people

decisions without looking to God first. In big

of Israel were unhappy with Joshua. In

things and small things, we must acknowledge

addition, the people’s confidence in Joshua’s

God. We must ask for His help. We should not

leadership was damaged. Finally, these

trust our own sense of things. We must give

Gibeonites worshipped false gods. Now the

God first place in our hearts and in our

land God gave Israel would never be free

decisions. What decision do you need to ask

from idol worship. The temptation to worship

God to help you with today?

false gods would be a problem in Israel for

Things to Think About
1. Why did the Gibeonites seek to make an
agreement with the Israelites?
2. What mistake did Joshua make?
3. Have you ever been tricked by someone? How
did you respond?
4. Have you ever made a poor decision because you
misjudged a situation?
5. How do you make major decisions in your life? Do
you seek God’s help?

____________________

Joshua 9:1-16
1 The kings west of the Jordan, in the hill
country and the valleys and beside the Great Sea
toward Lebanon all heard what had happened.
These kings were of the Hittites, the Amorites,
the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and
the Jebusites.
2 They gathered together as one to fight against
Joshua and Israel.
3 The people of Gibeon heard what Joshua had
done to Jericho and Ai.
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4 So they went out to fool him, as men from
another land. They took old bags on their
donkeys, and skin bags of wine that were old
and torn and mended.
5 They wore old and mended shoes on their
feet, and old clothes on themselves. All their
bread was dry and broken.
6 They went to Joshua among the tents at
Gilgal. And they said to him and the men of
Israel, “We have come from a far country. Now
make an agreement with us.”
7 The men of Israel said to the Hivites, “It may
be that you are living within our land. How
then can we make an agreement with you?”
8 But they said to Joshua, “We are your
servants.” Then Joshua said to them, “Who are
you? Where do you come from?”
9 They said to him, “Your servants have come
from a very far country because of the name of
the Lord your God. For we have heard about
Him and all He did in Egypt.
10 We heard what He did to the two kings of
the Amorites east of the Jordan, to Sihon king
of Heshbon and to Og king of Bashan who was
at Ashtaroth.
11 So our leaders and all the people of our
country said to us, ‘Take what you need for
traveling. Go to meet them and tell them, “We
are your servants. Now make an agreement
with us.’”
12 Our bread was warm when we took it along
with what we needed from our houses on the
day we left to come to you. But now look, it is
dry and broken.
13 These skin bags that we filled with wine

were new. Now look, they are torn. And our
clothes and shoes have become old because of
the very long way we had to travel.”
14 So the men of Israel took some of their food.
They did not ask the Lord what they should do.
15 Joshua made peace with them and made an
agreement with them, to let them live. And the
leaders of the people made a promise to them.
16 But three days after they had made an
agreement with them, they heard that they were
neighbors who lived in their land.
Joshua 9:22-27
22 Joshua called them and said, “Why have you
lied to us, saying, ‘We are very far from you,’
when you are living within our land?
23 Now you are cursed. You will never stop
being servants, cutting wood and bringing water,
for the house of my God.”
24 They answered Joshua, “Because it was told
to your servants that the Lord your God had told
His servant Moses to give you all the land and
kill all the people of the land in front of you. We
were very much afraid for our lives because of
you. That is why we have done this thing.
25 Now see, we are in your hands. Do to us
whatever you think is good and right in your
eyes.”
26 So he did this to them. He saved them from
the hands of the people of Israel. They did not
kill them.
27 But on that day Joshua made them cut wood
and bring water for the people of Israel and for
the altar of the Lord, at whatever place He
chooses. That was to be their work to this day.
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Big changes meant big challenges. No
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one knew that better than Joshua. Years after
they crossed the Jordan, Joshua knew that
Israel was about to face another change. He
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was very old. His days on earth were coming

Lesson 6:
Choosing to Serve God

new leader. Joshua wanted the people to stay

to an end. God’s people would soon have a
faithful to God when this change came.
Before he died, Joshua called the whole
nation of Israel together. He wanted to remind

Bible Text
Joshua 23:1-16; 24:14-15

them of some important things before he died.
Joshua wanted the Israelites to keep serving

Memory Verse
“But as for me and my family, we will serve the
Lord.” (Joshua 24:15)

God no matter what changes happened.

Word List
farewell: good-bye, something said or done
when someone is leaving or something is ending
secure: safe from harm or danger
sternly: very serious in a firm or strict way
urged: encouraged or instructed with strong
words and feelings
worthy: deserving respect, honor and praise
waver: to move back and forth in an unsteady
way

start new jobs. We have children. Our

At the beginning of the Book of

All of us face change. We leave home.
We get married. We move to new places. We
families grow up. We grow older. We lose
people we love through death. Though it all,
God wants us to serve Him. No matter what
happens in life, we must choose to serve God.
Remembering God’s Faithfulness
(Joshua 23:1-5)
Joshua started by reminding the people

Joshua, God’s people were facing a big

of all God had done for them. Since the time

change. They faced a new challenge. They

of Abraham, God had been working to bless

camped on the east side of the Jordan River.

His people. He had promised to make

Soon they would cross the Jordan and

Abraham’s family a great nation even when

conquer the people in Canaan. Then they

Abraham had no son. He led Abraham to the

would own the land God had given them. It

land of Canaan where he conquered the

would be a big change from the forty years

Canaanites. Later God’s people ended up as

they had spent in the wilderness.

slaves in Egypt. Even then, God brought them
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back to Canaan. Again He drove out the

They would continue to be feared by other

people living in the land. Now, the Israelites

nations. The nation would be secure.

were a mighty nation. Their land spread from

Joshua warned them sternly. “For if you

the Jordan all the way to the Mediterranean

ever turn away and join the people of these

Sea. Now God had given His people rest from

nations left among you…know for sure that

battling their enemies (v. 1). God was faithful

the Lord your God will stop driving the

to Israel. He had kept his promise to Abraham.

nations away” (v. 12-13). If Israel failed to

Remembering God’s Ways
(Joshua 23:6-13)
When Joshua first led the Israelites into
Canaan, God spoke to him clearly. Three
times God encouraged Joshua to “be strong

follow God’s ways, other nations would rise
up. God would punish Israel by allowing these
nations to defeat them. If Israel did not keep
God’s ways, then God would judge Israel.
They would be completely destroyed.

and have strength of heart” (1:6-9). In

Remembering God’s Promise

Joshua’s farewell message to Israel, he

(Joshua 23:14-16)

reminded the Israelites to stay strong. Joshua

From the time of Abraham, God made a

gave them good advice. He told them how

special agreement with His people. The

they could stay strong. They must remember

agreement had two parts. God promised to

God’s ways and obey His commands.

stay faithful to Israel. And Israel promised to

Joshua knew that the key to Israel’s

stay faithful to God. God always keeps His

strength was their obedience to God’s Law.

promises. But if Israel broke their promise,

He urged them not to turn away from obeying

God would punish them. God keeps His

God’s Law. Because Israel had obeyed God,

promises, both the good and the bad.

He had driven away many “large and strong

Joshua reminded the Israelites of God’s

nations from” them (v. 9). Now, Israel must

good promises to them. He reminded God’s

be careful to hang on to their obedient ways.

people how God had kept His promises of

They must not mix with the nations

blessing. God gave them the land of Canaan.

who worshipped false gods. The must have

He drove out their many enemies. Now they

nothing to do with false gods. They must stick

had land they did not work for. They lived in

with God’s plan for His people. They must

cities they did not build. They ate from vines

stay true to loving God and keeping His ways.

and trees they did not plant (24:13). All these

Then the Lord would keep fighting for Israel.

good things came to the Israelites because
God kept His promise to bless them.
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Joshua knew that God keeps all His

He talked about Moses and Aaron in the

promises. Israel knew the promised blessings

desert. Joshua told how God led them across

of God because they served and obeyed Him.

the Jordan. He described how they conquered

Life would be different if they did not keep

all the people in Canaan. Joshua reminded

serving God faithfully. Then they would

God’s people of the good and powerful God

know God’s promised punishment, too. God

they followed. He declared that God is worthy

would surely keep His promises of

to be served.

punishment just as He kept His promises of

So Joshua commanded the people with

blessing. Joshua knew what would happen if

strong orders. He commanded them to serve

the Israelites served other gods. God would

the Lord in faith and in truth. He warned them

destroy them. They would lose the good land

not to turn to false gods. He urged them to

God had given them (23:16).

make the right choice. And He led them with

Choosing to Serve God (Joshua 24:14-15)
With his final words, Joshua issued a
serious challenge to the people in Israel. He
gathered all the family groups of Israel
together at Shechem (24:1). There, he led the
people to renew their special agreement with

his strong example. Joshua proclaimed that he
and his whole family would choose the Lord.
All his days, Joshua had led the people to
faithfully serve God. At the end of his days, he
did not waver. After this, Joshua died when he
was 110 years old (24:29).
Things to Remember

God. He told the entire story of God’s people.
He started with God’s special agreement with

Serving God is always a choice. Even

Abraham. He spoke about Isaac, Esau, and

today we are tempted to serve false gods. We

Jacob. He told about their slavery in Egypt.

serve false gods when something is more

Things to Think About

important to us than the One True God.
Sometimes we make money and power our

1. Who in your life has encouraged you to stay
faithful to God?

gods. We can make people and entertainment

2. What good promises have you seen God keep in
your life?

families into gods. Remember Joshua’s

3. How does your commitment to God compare with
Joshua’s? What can you learn from his example?

most important thing in your life? Are there

4. What would you say to your family if you knew it
would be your final time to talk with them?

our gods. We might even make our jobs and
challenge? What are you choosing to make the
false gods you need to turn from? Follow
Joshua’s example. Choose to serve the Lord
God today.
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Joshua 23:1-16
1 A long time after that, the Lord had given Israel
rest from all those around them who hated them.
Joshua had grown old, and had lived many years.
2 Joshua called all Israel, their leaders, their
heads, and the men chosen among them who
judge between what is right or wrong. Then he
said to them, “I am old and have lived many
years.
3 And you have seen all the Lord your God has
done to all these nations because of you. The
Lord your God is the One Who has fought for
you.
4 See, I have given to you as land for your
families those nations that are left, with all the
nations I have destroyed. They lie from the
Jordan to the Great Sea in the west.
5 The Lord your God will send them out from in
front of you. He will send them away from you.
Then their land will be yours, just as the Lord
your God promised you.
6 So do not be moved by others. Keep and obey
all that is written in the book of the Law of
Moses. Do not turn from it to the right or to the
left.
7 Do not mix with these nations that stay among
you. Do not say the names of their gods or make
anyone swear by them. Do not work for them or
worship them.
8 But hold on to the Lord your God, as you have
done to this day.
9 For the Lord has driven away large and strong
nations from in front of you. No man has been
able to stand in front of you to this day.
10 One of your men makes a thousand run away.
For the Lord your God is the One Who fights for
you, just as He promised you.

11 Be very careful to love the Lord your God.
12 For if you ever turn away and join the people
of these nations left among you and marry some
of their people and go among them,
13 know for sure that the Lord your God will stop
driving these nations away from you. And they
will be a net and a trap to you. They will be a
whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until
you are destroyed from this good land the Lord
your God has given you.
14 “See, today I am going the way of all the earth.
Know in all your hearts and in all your souls that
not one of all the good promises the Lord your
God made to you has been broken. All have come
true for you. Not one of them has been broken.
15 Every good promise the Lord your God made
to you has come true. But in the same way, He
will keep His promises to punish you. He will
punish you until He has destroyed you from this
good land the Lord your God has given you.
16 If you do not keep the agreement the Lord your
God made with you, and serve other gods and
worship them, then the anger of the Lord will burn
against you and you will be destroyed from the
good land He has given you.”
Joshua 24:14-15
14 “So fear the Lord. Serve Him in faith and truth.
Put away the gods your fathers served on the other
side of the river and in Egypt. Serve the Lord.
15 If you think it is wrong to serve the Lord,
choose today whom you will serve. Choose the
gods your fathers worshiped on the other side of
the river, or choose the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you are living. But as for me and my
family, we will serve the Lord.”
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Lesson 7:
The Danger of
Spiritual Amnesia
Bible Text
Judges 2:1-3, 6-22
Memory Verse
“Have no gods other than Me.” (Exodus 20:3)
Word List
cycle: repeating events with the same results
generations: those who lived before us and
those who will follow us
spiritual amnesia: forgetting God; to separate
ourselves from Him
Serving God is a choice. It is a choice
every person must make. Joshua made his
choice when he said, “If you think it wrong to

An Angel Speaks (Judges 2:1-3)
The angel of the Lord came and spoke
to the people of Israel. He told them that God
made a promise to the generations before
them when they were slaves in Egypt. God
promised that He would always be with them.
God also made the people promise that
they would stay separate from the people in
Canaan. They promised they would destroy
the altars to other gods.
The people did not fully obey God.
They did not take control of the lands of
Canaan. They did not destroy all the altars to
other gods.
Joshua Dies (Judges 2:6-10)
Joshua served God well. He led the
army of Israel to a great victory. God chose
the men to fight with Joshua. They obeyed
God. This army won. The men who fought
with Joshua were heroes.
Joshua was a great leader. People were

serve the Lord, choose today whom you will

eager to follow him. When the time came,

serve.” (Joshua 24:25.)

Joshua died.

When Joshua chose to serve the Lord it
was a choice heard throughout Israel.
But not everyone followed Joshua’s
choice to serve the Lord. They did not win all

After Joshua died, the people who
remembered the great works that God had
done led the people for some years.
When that generation died, the people

the lands of Canaan as God had commanded

who followed did not know about God. They

them.

began to forget about God. They had spiritual
amnesia.
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Israel Sins (Judges 2:11-13)
The people of Israel began to worship

After a few years, the people became
troubled by the people who hated them living

the gods of their neighbors. These gods were

in their land. They were ready for strong

idols. Idols are gods made by people. They

leadership. They were ready to take back their

can be anything their maker wants them to be.

land.

The people in Canaan worshiped many

God had pity on the people. He did not

other gods, including Baal, Ashtaroth, and

want His people to suffer. So God gave them

others. The people thought these gods could

strong leaders. Strong leaders led the people

give them good crops and livestock. But the

back to God. These strong leaders were called

gods were nothing but a pieces of clay, metal

judges. They helped people settle disputes.

or wood.

They decided who was right and who was

God wanted His people to worship Him

wrong. The judges led the people in fighting

only. God said the idols should be destroyed.

the people who hated them and causing them

The people had been told, “Have no gods

trouble.

other than Me,” This was Law number one.
Many generations after the times of the

While the judges were leading, the
people obeyed God. They worshiped God.

judges, Jesus said, “You must love the Lord

They did not worship the gods of the people

with all your heart and with all your soul and

around them. But when each judge died, the

with all your mind. This is the first and

people had spiritual amnesia. They forgot

greatest of the laws” (Matthew 22:27-28).

about God and went back to their sinful ways
of worshiping other gods.

God’s Punishment (Judges 2:14-22)
SIN

Early in the book of Judges, there is a
summary of what was to happen over the next
several generations.

FORGIVENESS

PUNISHMENT

Since the people had broken their
promises to God, He became angry. God had

REPENTANCE

to punish them. He punished the people by
allowing people of the lands around them to

It was a cycle. The people sinned. God

take control of them. The land was taken by

punished them. The people repented. God

others. The people of Israel were again living

forgave them. Then they forgot about God and

as slaves, but in their own land.
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sinned again. The people of Israel repeated

child by teaching him the way he should go,

this cycle many times for many years.

and when he is old he will not turn away from

God stopped driving out the nations

it” (Proverbs 22:6).

that were in the lands that Joshua had not

Some parents do not teach their children

finished winning. God let these people test

about God. They are not being the best parent

the Israelites. God wanted His people to turn

for their children.

back to Him after they suffered punishment.

Adults set the example for the children.
Children hear the words of adults and watch

Breaking the Cycle
A cycle is a repeated pattern of
behavior. If we keep doing the same thing we

their actions. Children understand when their
parents are saying one thing and doing
something else.

will get the same results. Instead, we must

Each person must do what God wants.

stop, obey God and break the cycle. To break

Each person must know and love God. People

the cycle a person must totally live for God.

should live in a way that shows others how

The people of Israel repeated the cycle

God wants us to live. It is important for adults

of sin because they did not obey God. Then,

to teach younger people, especially children in

they did not teach their children about God

their families. Only this way can we save

and how to follow God’s Law.

future generations from the danger of spiritual

How do you break a cycle of sin within

amnesia.

the family? Each parent must be a strong

____________________

leader. Parents must teach their children to
love God.
Children must learn to look for His will
for their lives. The Bible says, “Bring up a

Judges 2:1-3, 6-22
1 The angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to
Bochim. And he said, “I brought you out of Egypt
and led you into the land I promised your fathers.
I said, ‘I will never break My agreement with

Things to Think About
1. Why is “Love the Lord your God” the greatest of
His Ten Laws?
2. How do you show the children in your life the way
to God?
3. Do others see God in your actions?

you.
2 Do not make any agreement with the people of
this land. Tear down their altars.’ But you have
not obeyed Me. What is this you have done?

Lesson 7 ● Page 35

3 So now I say, ‘I will not drive them away from

15 The Lord punished them everywhere they

you. They will be like thorns in your sides. Their

went. The Lord did what He had told them and

gods will be a trap to you.’”

promised them He would do. The people were

…

very troubled.

6 When Joshua sent the people of Israel away,

16 Then the Lord gave them special men to judge

each one went home to his own land.

between what was right or wrong. These men

7 The people served the Lord all the days of

saved them from those who robbed them.

Joshua and all the days of the leaders who lived

17 But the people did not listen to those chosen to

longer than Joshua and who had seen all the great

judge. The people were not faithful to the Lord

works the Lord had done for Israel.

and they worshiped other gods. They were quick

8 Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord,

to turn aside from the way their fathers had

died when he was 110 years old.

walked in obeying the Laws of the Lord. They did

9 They buried him within his land in Timnath-

not do as their fathers had done.

heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of

18 When the Lord gave them special men to judge

Mount Gaash.

them, the Lord was with the judge. And He saved

10 All the people of that day died. The children

them from those who hated them. For the Lord

who came after them did not know the Lord.

showed them pity because of their pain when

They did not know about the things He had done

others made it hard for them and hurt them.

for Israel.

19 But when the judge died, they would turn again

11 Then the people of Israel sinned in the eyes of

and act worse than their fathers. They would

the Lord. They served the Baals, the gods of the

follow other gods and serve them and worship

Canaanites.

them. They would not give up their sinful acts or

12 They turned away from the Lord, the God of

their strong wills.

their fathers, Who had brought them out of the

20 So the anger of the Lord was against Israel. He

land of Egypt. They followed other gods of the

said, “This nation has sinned against My

nations around them, and worshiped them. So

agreement I made with their fathers. They have

they made the Lord angry.

not listened to My voice.

13 They turned away from the Lord and served

21 I will stop driving away from them any of the

Baal and the Ashtaroth.

nations Joshua left when he died.

14 The Lord was angry with Israel. He gave them

22 I will use them to test Israel. I will see if Israel

into the hands of angry men who robbed them.

will keep the way of the Lord to walk in it like

He sold them into the hands of those around them

their fathers did, or not.”

who hated them. The people of Israel could no
longer stand in front of those who hated them.
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Lesson 8:
Deborah:
A Virtuous Woman
Bible Text
Judges 4:1-22
Memory Verse
“Pleasing ways lie and beauty comes to nothing,
but a woman who fears the Lord will be praised.”
(Proverbs 31:30)
Word List
prophet: a person who speaks for God
redeem: saving people from sin or disaster
virtuous: having high moral standards
We often hear phrases like “Girl
Power” or “If you want a job done ask a
woman to do it.” Society is now recognizing
that girls can do everything they can imagine.
Gender is not a reason to keep someone
from doing something. Females should be
allowed to attempt all they want to do.
“I can do all things because Christ gives me
the strength.” (Philippians 4:13). This is true
for men and boys as well as for women and
girls.

A strong woman can do everything she
has a gift for doing. Those gifts come from
God.
Introducing Deborah (Judges 4:1-5)
What is a “virtuous woman”? The
answer is found in Proverbs 31:10-31. A
virtuous woman is a strong woman. She looks
after her children. She is active in her
community. She is a good business person.
She is a loyal friend.
Deborah was a virtuous woman. She
was wise and respected. She was a wife and a
working mom. Deborah was a peace maker.
Deborah had a special gift. Deborah
was a prophet. She spoke for God. She
listened to God and was able to speak to
others about His plan. Deborah did not
challenge God. She obeyed Him.
God made Deborah a judge. She sat
under the Tree of Deborah. People would
come to her for help.to know what was right
and wrong.
The people of Israel had turned from
God. They would not obey. God allowed
Israel to be invaded. For 20 years Israel was
under the control of Jabin, the king of Hazor.
Hazor was a city in the north of Galilee.
Jabin’s army was led by Sisera. Jabin
and Sisera wanted to expand their territory.
They built a large army. The army had 900
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iron chariots. This was the latest in army

Barak and Deborah gathered an army of

weapons. Jabin thought they were ready to

12,000 men from northern Israel. They went

fight.

to Mount Tabor to fight Sisera.
Long before, God promised to restore

Israel. The people had to obey Him. God was
ready to redeem His people from their
punishment at the hands of Jabin of Hazor.

A Man Named Heber (Judges 4:11)
Heber was a Kenite. Kenites were from
the sons of Hobab, who was the father-in-law
of Moses. The Kenites lived in the far south of

Deborah Calls Barak (Judges 4:6-10)
Deborah sent a message to Barak that
he was the man to lead the army of Israel.
Barak lived in Kedesh in Canaan. Kedesh was

Canaan near Kadesh-Barnea, a town near the
Dead Sea. Kenites may have been metal
workers.
Heber left the land of his fathers. He

a city in the upper region if Galilee, not far

moved his tent to Zaanannim near Kedesh in

from Hazor. Barak quickly went to Deborah.

northern Galilee. Heber became a friend of

Deborah told Barak that God wanted

Jabin of Hazor.

him to lead an army. Barak was to take his
army to Mount Tabor. They would fight
Sisera and his army.
Deborah also told Barak that God
would give Sisera’s army into his hands. She
assured Barak that God was with him.

Victory (Judges 4:12-16)
The army of Sisera gathered in the
valley. Deborah saw the enemy. She told
Barak that it was time to fight the fight.
Deborah reminded Barak that God was

Barak said he would go but only if

on his side. Barak’s 10,000 men gathered on

Deborah would go with him. We do not know

Mount Tabor. The army began fighting. They

why Barak would not go without Deborah.

killed the entire enemy army. Every man died

Did Barak want Deborah to be an inspiration

except for Sisera.

to the army? Did Barak want someone to
blame if he lost? Did Barak trust Deborah’s

Sisera’s Escape (Judges 4:17-23)

presence more than he trusted God?

Sisera ran from the battle. He ran until

Deborah went with Barak. She told him
the Lord would give General Sisera into the
hands of a woman.

he came to the tent of Heber, the friend of
Jabin. Heber’s wife was Jael.
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Jael invited Sisera into her tent. He

who are not well-known, such as Jael. God

asked for a cup of water. She gave him a cup

can use any person. God sometimes even uses

of milk. Sisera asked her not to tell anyone

people who do not trust Him.

that he was there. Sisera was tired. Jael

God calls many women to do special

provided him a place to rest. She even gave

things. Some of the strong women in the Bible

him a blanket. Jael did all the things a mother

include Miriam, the sister of Moses, and

would do. She was the perfect hostess. Sisera

Esther, a queen. Women stayed with Jesus

felt safe.

when He was nailed to the cross. Others left.

Sisera fell asleep. Jael took a tent nail.
She took a hammer and hit the nail through
Sisera’s head and into the ground.
Barak followed Sisera and found him
in Jael’s tent. Sisera was already dead. He
was delivered into the hands of a woman.

Lydia and Junia supported Paul financially.
Today, God still calls women to do
special things. The special things can be
within a family, in the community, the nation
or the world.
God gives each of us special gifts. We
are to discover what our gifts are and use them

God Uses People for His Plan
Sisera did a cowardly thing. He ran

to honor God and advance His plan.
God has a plan for each life—for men

away from battle. Jael did a courageous thing.

and for women. He wants every person to use

No one was there to advise her. Jael did what

their gifts. He never asks someone to do

she thought she should do. She did not know

something they cannot do. God never wants us

she would become a hero.

to fail.

God uses well-known people such as
Deborah to fulfill his plans. He uses people

What special gifts do you have? How
can you use them? What might be God’s plan
for you?

Things to Think About
1. What special gifts do you have?
2. How do you use your talents to be a part of God’s
plan?
3. Does your lack of faith ever keep you from doing
things?
4. How can you encourage others to serve God?

____________________
Judges 4:1-22
1 After Ehud died, the people of Israel sinned in
the eyes of the Lord again.
2 So the Lord let them be taken by Jabin king
of Canaan, who ruled in Hazor. The head of his
army was Sisera, who lived in Haroshethhagoyim.
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3 The people of Israel cried to the Lord, for
Jabin had 900 iron war-wagons. He made it
very hard for the people of Israel for twenty
years.
4 Now Lappidoth’s wife Deborah, a woman
who spoke for God, was judging Israel at that
time. 5 She would sit under the tree of Deborah
between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country
of Ephraim. And the people of Israel came to
her to find out what was right or wrong.
6 She sent for Barak the son of Abinoam from
Kedeshnaphtali, and said to him, “The Lord,
the God of Israel, says, ‘Go to Mount Tabor.
Take with you 10,000 men from the sons of
Naphtali and Zebulun.
7 I will have Sisera, the head of Jabin’s army,
meet you at the river Kishon. He will have his
war-wagons and his many soldiers with him.
But I will give him into your hand.’”
8 Then Barak said to her, “I will go if you go
with me. But if you do not go with me, I will
not go.”
9 And she said, “For sure I will go with you.
But the honor will not be yours as you go on
your way. For the Lord will sell Sisera into the
hands of a woman.” Then Deborah got up and
went with Barak to Kedesh.
10 Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to come
to Kedesh. He went up with 10,000 men. And
Deborah went up with him.
11 Now Heber the Kenite had gone away from
the Kenites, from the sons of Hobab the fatherin-law of Moses. He had put up his tent as far
away as the big tree in Zaanannim, near
Kedesh.
12 They told Sisera that Barak the son of
Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor.
13 Sisera gathered together all his 900 iron war
-wagons. He gathered together all the people
who were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim
to the river Kishon.
14 Deborah said to Barak, “Get up! For this is
the day the Lord has given Sisera into your

hands. See, the Lord has gone out before you.”
So Barak went down from Mount Tabor, and
10,000 men followed him.
15 The Lord brought trouble upon Sisera and all
his war-wagons and all his army in front of
Barak with the sword. Sisera got down from his
war-wagon and ran away on foot.
16 But Barak went after the war-wagons and the
army as far as Harosheth-hagoyim. All of
Sisera’s army fell by the sword. Not one was
left.
17 Sisera ran away on foot to the tent of Jael the
wife of Heber the Kenite. For there was peace
between Jabin the king of Hazor and the family
of Heber the Kenite.
18 Jael went out to meet Sisera, saying, “Come
in, my lord. Come in to me. Do not be afraid.”
So he went into her tent, and she put a cover
over him.
19 He said to her, “Give me a little water to
drink. For I am thirsty.” So she opened a skin
bag of milk and gave him a drink. Then she
covered him.
20 He said to her, “Stand in the door of the tent.
If anyone comes and asks you, ‘Is there anyone
here?’ you say, ‘No.’”
21 But Heber’s wife Jael took a big tent nail in
her hand and a tool to hit it with. Because Sisera
was very tired, he went into a deep sleep. She
went to him in secret and hit the big nail into the
side of his head. It went through and into the
ground. So he died.
22 As Barak came after Sisera, Jael came out to
meet him. She said to him, “Come. I will show
you the man you are looking for.” So Barak
went in with her, and he saw Sisera lying dead
with the big tent nail in his head.
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Joshua and Judges:
Choices That Matter

Lesson 9:
Gideon:
Wrestling with Doubt
Bible Text
Judges 6:1-2, 11-28, 36-40
Memory Verse
“What can we say about all these things? Since
God is for us, who can be against us?”
(Romans 8:31)
Word List
angel: a heavenly being sent by God with a
special message
doubt: questioning, showing uncertainty
sacrifice: an offering to God
sign: assurance that something should happen
wrestling: to struggle with
Deborah was a good judge. People
looked up to her. They remembered how God

God was not pleased. His Law said,
“Have no gods other than Me” (Exodus 20:3).
God’s people forgot this Law. Another Law
was “Do not make for yourselves a god to
look like anything that is in heaven above or
earth below or in the waters under the
earth” (Exodus 20:4).
God allowed the people of Midian to
come into Israel. The Midianites destroyed
the crops. They took the animals. The
Israelites were left with nothing. There was
no food to eat.
The Israelites left their houses. They
left their unplowed fields. They went up into
the mountains. They dug caves to live in.
The Midianites moved their tents onto
the land of the Israelites. They brought their
camels. There were too many camels to count.
The Midianites lived in Israel for seven
years. The people paid a high price for their
sin of worshiping other gods.
After seven years the Israelites

led their army to a great victory. They

understood they needed help from God. They

worshiped God. They praised Him for what

cried out to the God of their fathers.

He had done. Deborah died. The years passed.

God sent a prophet to speak to His
people. The man reminded the people of the

The Cost of Sin (Judges 6:1-2)

history of their nation. The man reminded the

The people forgot about God. They

people of the time the Hebrews lived in Egypt

forgot to worship Him. They began to
worship the gods of the people around them
in Canaan. The cycle of sin began again.

as slaves.
When the Hebrews lived in Egypt life
was difficult. God led the people out of
Egypt. He brought them to the special land He
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promised. He promised to be with them. The

offering to God. The angel promised, “I will

prophet reminded the people that God told

stay until you return.”

them not to worship the gods of the people in

Gideon went into his house. He

Canaan. But they did not obey. This sin kept

prepared a goat. He baked bread made without

the people from God.

yeast. Gideon put the goat meat and the baked
bread into a basket. He put the cooking water

An Angel Comes to Gideon
(Judges 6:11-24)

into a pot.
Gideon brought the food to the angel.

An angel of God came to the house of

The angel told Gideon to put the meat on a

Joash. His youngest son was Gideon. Gideon

rock. He was to place the bread next to the

was outside. He was beating the grain in a

meat. He was to pour the water over the meat

winepress. The winepress hid the fact that

and the bread.

Joash had food. Gideon was afraid the
Midianites would steal his grain.
The angel said that God was with
Gideon. The angel called Gideon a soldier.
Gideon asked the angel, “Why has this

The angel struck the meat and the bread
and the water. This started a fire. The fire
burned the meat and the bread. Then the angel
left Gideon.
Gideon knew the angel was sent by

happened to us? Why must we live like this?

God. He knew the words he heard were from

Where is the power God promised? Where is

God. He built an altar to God.

God when we need Him?”
Gideon had doubts. Gideon’s family
was not rich or powerful. Gideon was the

Another Altar for God (Judges 6:25-28)
God told Gideon to take two of his best

youngest son in the family. Gideon did not see

bulls from the herd. He told Gideon to tear

himself as a strong leader. God told him, “I

down his father’s altar to Baal and the tree of

will be with you and you will destroy Midian

the goddess Asherah. God told Gideon to

as one man.” God told Gideon that he would

build a good altar from the wood. God told

lead all the people of Israel to fight the

Gideon to sacrifice one bull on the altar. This

Midianites and win.

would show the people of Israel the proper

Gideon wanted proof. He wanted to be

way to worship God. Gideon obeyed God.

sure this was really a message from God.

The people of Midian saw the altar to God

Gideon decided to get food to make an

and the sacrifice. They understood that the
Israelites would not worship false gods.
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Wet Wool, Dry Wool (Judges 6:36-40)
Gideon was ready to lead an army. The
army would fight to return to their land.
Gideon said to God, “Save Israel through

The people sinned. God punished His
people. The people repented. God redeemed
His people.
We become strong when we follow

me.” Then Gideon had doubts. Gideon

God. When we sin we separate ourselves from

decided to test God again.

God. He is patient with us. He wants us to ask

He told God he would put some wool

to be forgiven. He waits for us. God is always

on the floor. He told God he would look at

with us. He is with us even when we are not

the wool again in the morning. Gideon

with Him.

wanted God to make the wool wet and the

____________________

floor dry. In the morning it was so. This was
a sign from God.
Gideon knew God made the wool wet
and the floor dry. But Gideon still wanted one
more sign. Gideon again put wool on the
floor. This time he wanted the floor to be wet.
He wanted the wool to be dry.
The next morning Gideon found the floor was
wet and the wool was dry.
Gideon was finished wrestling with
God. Gideon had no more doubts. Gideon
knew he would be safe. Gideon knew his
army would win. God would provide the
way.

Things to Think About
1. Have you ever had doubts about what you should
do? Were you assured that it was something God
wanted you to do?
2. When have you offered a sacrifice to God?
3. When has God showed His patience with you?

Judges 6:1-2, 11-28, 36-40
1 Then the people of Israel sinned in the eyes of
the Lord. And the Lord gave them into the
hands of Midian for seven years.
2 Midian was stronger than Israel. Because of
Midian the people of Israel made big caves in
the sides of the mountains where they could live
which were safe places for themselves.
…
11 Then the angel of the Lord came and sat
under the oak tree in Ophrah, which belonged to
Joash the Abiezrite. The angel came as Joash’s
son Gideon was beating out grain where grapes
are crushed, to save it from the Midianites.
12 The angel of the Lord showed himself to
Gideon and said to him, “The Lord is with you,
O powerful soldier.”
13 Gideon said to him, “O sir, if the Lord is
with us, why has all this happened to us? Where
are all His powerful works which our fathers
told us about? They said, ‘Did not the Lord
bring us out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has
left us alone. He has put us under the power of
Midian.”
14 The Lord looked at him and said, “Go in this
strength of yours. And save Israel from the
power of Midian. Have I not sent you?”
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15 Gideon said to Him, “O Lord, how can I
save Israel? See, my family is the least in
Manasseh. And I am the youngest in my
father’s house.”
16 But the Lord said to him, “For sure I will be
with you. You will destroy Midian as one
man.”
17 Gideon said to Him, “If I have found favor
in Your eyes, show me something to prove that
it is You Who speaks with me.
18 I ask of You, do not leave here until I return
to You with my gift and lay it before You.”
And the Lord said, “I will stay until you
return.”
19 Then Gideon went into his house and got a
young goat ready. He made bread without yeast
from a basket of flour. He put the meat in a
basket and the water from boiling the meat in a
pot. Then he brought them out to him under the
tree and set them down in front of him.
20 The angel of God said to him, “Take the
meat and the bread without yeast and lay them
on this rock. Then pour out the water.” Gideon
did so.
21 The angel of the Lord put out the end of the
stick that was in his hand and touched the meat
and the bread without yeast. And fire came up
from the rock and burned up the meat and the
bread without yeast. Then the angel of the Lord
was seen no more.
22 So Gideon knew that he was the angel of the
Lord. And he said, “I am afraid, O Lord God!
For now I have seen the angel of the Lord face
to face.”
23 The Lord said to him, “Peace be with you.
Do not be afraid. You will not die.”
24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord.
He gave it the name, The Lord is Peace. It is
still in Ophrah of the Abiezrites to this day.
25 That same night the Lord said to him, “Take
your father’s bull and a second bull seven years
old. Use them to pull down the altar of Baal
which belongs to your father. And cut down the

tree of the false goddess Asherah that is beside
it.
26 Build an altar to the Lord your God on the
top of this strong place. Set the stones in the
right way. Then take a second bull and give a
burnt gift. Use the wood of the tree of the false
goddess Asherah which you cut down.”
27 Gideon took ten of his servants and did what
the Lord had told him to do. But he was too
afraid of those of his father’s house and the men
of the city to do it during the day. So he did it
during the night.
28 When the men of the city got up early in the
morning, they saw that the altar of Baal was torn
down. They saw that the false goddess Asherah
which was beside it was cut down. And the
second bull was given on the altar which had
been built.
...
36 Then Gideon said to God, “Save Israel
through me, as You have said.
37 See, I will put wool on the floor where grain
is crushed. If the wool is wet, and it is dry on the
ground, I will know that You will save Israel
through me, as You have said.”
38 It was so. Gideon got up early the next
morning and took the wool in his hand. Enough
water poured from the wool to fill a pot.
39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not let Your
anger burn against me for speaking to You once
again. Let me make one more test with the wool.
Let it be dry only on the wool. And let the
ground be wet all around it.”
40 God did so that night. For it was dry only on
the wool. And all the ground was wet around it.
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Gideon and His Army (Judges 7:2-3)
Gideon gathered together an army. He
called on the men from the northern part of

Joshua and Judges:
Choices That Matter

Canaan. There were 32,000 soldiers ready to

Lesson 10:
Gideon:
Winning God’s Way

Midian’s army out of the land. This was the

fight with Gideon. They wanted to send
land God had promised to His people. For
seven long years, the Midianites had robbed
the Israelites of their crops and animals.
God told Gideon that 32,000 soldiers

Bible Text
Judges 7:2-8, 15-22

were too many. With that many men, they

Memory Verse
“Faith is being sure we will get what we hope for.
It is being sure of what we cannot see.”
(Hebrews 11:1)

would think they did it without God’s help.

Word List
faith: being sure of things we cannot see
shofar: a musical instrument made from a ram’s
horn, it is used to call people to worship as well
as to begin a battle
strategy: a plan of action
warrior: a brave soldier
Gideon did not start as a man of faith.
He tested God. God was patient. Finally
Gideon believed. He worshiped God. He
obeyed God. Gideon became a great warrior
for God.
Gideon knew God was with him. He
was willing to obey God. Gideon expected
God to keep His promises. Gideon would
fight the battle. God would win the victory.

could easily defeat the Midianites. They
God told Gideon to send home soldiers who
were afraid to fight. Many soldiers left.
Gideon then had an army of 10,000 men.
God’s Better Army (Judges 7:4-8)
God told Gideon that 10,000 soldiers
were still too many. God told Gideon how to
cut down the number of men.
Gideon led his army to a river. He told
his soldiers to drink the water. Some of the
men got on their knees. They cupped their
hands. They drank the water.
Some of the men put their faces in the
water to drink The author of Judges wrote,
“They lapped it like a dog.”
God told Gideon to send home the
soldiers who cupped their hands to drink. The
men who drank the water like dogs were to
stay.
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Some people think the soldiers who

Each soldier was given a shofar. Each

cupped their hands were not ready for battle.

was given a clay pot and a fire stick. The

To cup their hands they had put down their

soldiers had both hands full. They were not

weapons. Without his weapon a soldier is not

able to carry a sword in their hands.

prepared. Other people think this test was just

The soldiers put the fire sticks inside

God’s way of making the army so small they

the clay pots. The clay pots kept the fire sticks

would have to depend on Him to win the

from shining in the darkness. The Midianites

battle. There were now 300 men in Gideon’s

could not see the lights from the Israelite

army. These were the men for the fight.

army.

This does not sound like a good battle

Gideon told the men to watch him and

strategy. The ar my had been cut fr om

do what he did. He told them they would all

32,000 men to 10,000 men to 300 men.

blow on their shofar horns at the same time.

Gideon may not have understood why
God turned away all but 300 men. Gideon was
following God. Gideon’s strategy was to obey
God.

They would all shout, “For the Lord and for
Gideon” at the same time.
Most of the Midianites were asleep.
There were only a few who were watching the
camp. They were not prepared to fight.

To the Fight (Judged 7:15-17)
It was nighttime. Gideon called up his

Gideon led his army to the surround the
enemy. Gideon blew his shofar. All the men

army. Now was the time to fight. Gideon

in Gideon’s army blew their shofars. There

looked down into the valley where the

was a great noise. It sounded like horns

Midianite army was camped. Other armies

calling many soldiers to battle.

from the east had joined the Midianites. There

Gideon threw his clay pot on the

were so many soldiers in the valley they

ground. It broke into pieces. The soldiers

looked like a swarm of locusts. There were

threw their clay pots on the ground. Their fire

too many camels to count. The Midianite

sticks were very bright in the darkness.

army was much, much larger than Gideon’s
army.

The soldiers shouted, “For the Lord and
for Gideon!”

Gideon divided his 300 soldiers into

The Midianites woke up to the sound. It

three groups. Their orders were to surround

seemed there was a huge army outside their

the enemy camp. They were to wait. They

tents. They were surprised by the bright lights

were to do what Gideon did.

in the darkness. The Midianites were afraid.
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They jumped up. They ran. They were

Gideon probably believed that 32,000

confused. They fought with their swords.

men with swords could win the battle. God

They thought they were fighting the

reduced the number of men to 300. God told

Israelites. But they were striking each other

the soldiers to fight with only their fire sticks

with their swords.

and shofar horns. It must have seemed

The Midianites ran far and fast. All the
people of Israel followed them. Gideon’s
army ran after these men. The Midianites lost
the battle. They did not invade Israel and
steal their crops and animals again.

impossible for Gideon’s army to win the
battle.
Gideon obeyed God even when God’s
instructions did not seem to make sense.
Gideon learned to trust God. He learned
that God’s ways of doing things are

Choosing to Obey When It Is Hard

sometimes very different from people’s ways.

Gideon did not start out as a brave

We must learn to trust God. We must learn to

man. He did not start out as a man of great

obey God even when we do not understand

faith. He did not start out as a wise warrior

His instructions completely.

and army leader. But Gideon did listen to
God and he obeyed.
Gideon was afraid of the Midianites.
He was so afraid, he asked God for several
signs to assure him. God was patient with
Gideon and gave him signs.

____________________
Judges 7:2-8, 15-22
2 The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with
you are too many for Me to give Midian into
their hands. Israel might say with pride, ‘Our

Things to Think About
1. Has your faith in God been tested? If so, when?
2. Why do you think God wanted Gideon’s army to
fight with only 300 soldiers?
3. How would you respond when others ask about
your faith?
4. Have you ever obeyed God when you did not
understand why God wanted you to do or say
something?

own power has saved us.’
3 So say to all the people, ‘Whoever is afraid
and shaking with fear may leave Mount
Gilead and return home.’” So 22,000 people
returned. But 10,000 stayed.
4 Then the Lord said to Gideon, “There are
still too many people. Bring them down to the
water. I will test them for you there. Whoever
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I say is to go with you will go. But whoever I

what I do. When I come to the side of their

say is not to go with you will not go.”

tents, do as I do.

5 So Gideon brought the people down to the

18 I and all those with me will blow the horns.

water. The Lord said to Gideon, “Divide

Then you blow the horns all around the tents,

every man who drinks the water as dogs drink

and say, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon!’”

with their tongues from every man who gets

19 So Gideon and the 100 men who were with

down on his knees to drink.”

him came to the side of the tents. It was late in

6 There were 300 men who drank from their

the night. Different soldiers had just come to

hand, putting their hand to their mouth. But

keep watch. Then the men blew the horns and

all the rest of the people got down on their

broke the pots that were in their hands.

knees to drink water.

20 All three groups blew their horns and broke

7 The Lord said to Gideon, “I will save you

their pots. They held the sticks of fire in their

with the 300 men who drank from their

left hands and horns to be blown in their right

hands. I will give the Midianites into your

hands. And they called out, “A sword for the

hands. Let all the others return, every man to

Lord and for Gideon!”

his home.”

21 Each man stood in his place around the

8 So the 300 men took the people’s food and

tents. And all the Midianite army ran. They

their horns. Gideon sent all the other men of

cried out and ran away.

Israel to their tents. He kept only the 300

22 When the 300 horns were blown, the Lord

men. And the tents of Midian were below him

made every man fight the man next to him

in the valley.

among the tents. And the army ran away as far

…

as Beth-shittah toward Zererah. They went as

15 When Gideon heard the story of the dream

far as the land of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath.

and what it meant, he bowed down and
worshiped God. Then he returned to the tents
of Israel and said, “Get up! For the Lord has
given the army of Midian into your hands.”
16 He divided the 300 men into three groups.
He gave horns and empty pots with fire sticks
inside to each of them.
17 And he said to them, “Watch me, and do

Lesson 11 ● Page 48

Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Joshua and Judges:
Choices That Matter

Lesson 11:
Jephthah: Resilient Warrior
Makes Unwise Vow
Bible Text
Judges 11:1-6, 28-40
Memory Verse
“Through faith we understand that the world was
made by the word of God. Things were made
from what could not be seen.” (Hebrews 11:3)
Word List
bargain: to negotiate terms to make things
happen
resilient: able to quickly recover from a bad
situation
unwise: not smart
vow: an important promise
warrior: brave soldier
After Gideon, the Israelites again fell
into worshiping the gods of the people around
them. This was evil in the eyes of God and He
let the Ammonites and the Philistines take
over the land and people of Israel.
But when the Israelites could not stand
it any longer they cried out to God. Once
again, he had mercy and raised up judges to
help them. Another important judge was
Jephthah.

The World of Jephthah (Judges 11:1-6)
Jephthah lived in Gilead. His childhood
was difficult. His mother was paid to have
sex. He was shamed for his mother’s choices.
Jephthah’s father was married to another
woman and had sons. They were Jephthah’s
half-brothers. They did not like Jephthah.
They told him he was not welcome in their
house. Jephthah was resilient to the bad
treatment from his brothers. He moved away
and attracted a gang of men who committed
crimes with him.
The Israelites were looking for a strong
leader to fight the Ammonites. Some men
went to Jephthah. They asked him to build an
army. At first Jephthah did not agree to do the
job. Then the men promised that if he would
be their chief commander over them.
Jephthah agreed to be the judge. He
sent a messenger to the king of the
Ammonites. The message said that the God
had given the land to the Israelites and that
the Ammonites could no longer stay in the
land. He told the Ammonites that God would
fight for the Israelites. The king of the
Ammonites did not listen to the message.
The Spirit of the Lord came upon
Jephthah. This meant God would be with
Jephthah in a powerful way. God would lead
and guide him. God would help Jephthah win
his battles for God.
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A Vow That Should Not Have Been Made
(Judges 11:28-33)
Jephthah must have known about the

promise to God.
God never, ever wanted His people to
sacrifice other humans. But God did expect

new strength he had from the Spirit of the

people to keep their solemn vows. How sad it

Lord. But he did not act as if he believed God

was that Jephthah made such a foolish vow.

would help him.
Jephthah made a vow to God. He said,
“God, if I win I will make a special offering to

The Cost of the Vow (Judges 11:34-40)
Jephthah’s daughter was resilient. She

You. I will sacrifice the first creature that

comforted her father. She said he must do as

comes from my house to welcome me home.”

he had promised.

Jephthah made this vow without thinking
through what could happen.
There was no good reason for Jephthah
to make this vow. Maybe Jephthah thought
that he could convince God to help him by

Jephthah’s daughter asked her father for
this one thing: She wanted to go into the
mountains. She wanted two months to mourn
the life she would not live.
She wanted her friends to go with her.

making this vow. He tried to bargain with

They would mourn. They would mourn the

God.

future plans that would never happen.
He should have believed that God

would help him. He should have known that

Jephthah’s daughter chose to spend her last
days with her friends.

no sacrifice would be needed.
Jephthah fought the Ammonites. His
army won the battle. Jephthah was ready to
return home.
Jephthah walked toward his house. The

Vows Can Hurt
Jephthah was a resilient warrior
because he overcame the shame of his
childhood. He became a successful leader in

door opened. His daughter ran to him. She

battle. Even after the sacrifice of his daughter,

welcomed him with music and dancing. She

he went on to lead the Israelites in other

ran to greet her hero father.

battles.

Jephthah was glad to see his daughter.

But it is hard to call Jephthah a hero in

Then he was very sad. Jephthah had made a

this story. He did not trust God to win the

vow. It was a solemn promise. It was a

battle. Instead, he bargained with God and lost

promise that had to be kept. The daughter was

his only child.

his only child. He had to tell her about his
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Jephthah’s daughter was more of a

carries out His will with or without people.

hero than her father. She understood how

The story teaches us that we must not

important it was for her father to keep his

make foolish vows. God expects us to keep

vow, his solemn promise to God.

vows that we make to Him. But God does not

There were others who suffered
because of Jephthah. His wife lost her only

ever want us to do bad things that hurt others.
The story teaches us that our actions

child. The girls in the village lost their friend

can have results we did not expect. Jephthah

What did they think of this warrior-hero?

did not expect that the first creature to come

The story of Jephthah teaches us many

out of his house would be a human, his

things. It teaches us that God sometimes uses

daughter. He only thought an animal would

people with a hard childhood or who are not

come out. He did not think through the

loved to do great things.

possible results of his bad vow.

The story reminds us that God can win

The story reminds us that our actions

battles for His people. The Spirit of the Lord

have an impact on other people. Jephthah’s

on Jephthah was more than enough for him to

thoughtless vow caused the death of his

win the battle with the Ammonites.

daughter, his wife’s loss of her only child, and

The story teaches us that we cannot
make God help us by making deals with Him.
Jephthah may have thought his vow of a

the sad loss of a friend for the young girls in
the village.
Although Jephthah won an important

sacrifice would persuade God to help him

battle for God, in the end he was not a hero.

win the battle against the Ammonites. God

His foolish vow caused an unneeded death.

does not bargain with us for His help. God

Things to Think About
1. Do you make promises to God? It is a serious
thing to do. Do you keep these vows?
2. After praying, do you let go and let God lead the
way?
3. Do you sometimes try to make a deal or a bargain
with God so that He will do what you want?
4. Do you disregard the feelings and ideas of
others? How does this work for you?

____________________
Judges 11:1-6, 28-40
1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a powerful
soldier. But he was the son of a woman who
sold the use of her body. Jephthah’s father was
Gilead.
2 Gilead’s wife gave birth to his sons. And
when his wife’s sons grew up, they drove
Jephthah away. They told him, “You will not
have any share in our father’s house. For you
are the son of another woman.”
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3 So Jephthah ran away from his brothers and
lived in the land of Tob. Men of no worth
gathered around Jephthah and went fighting
and stealing with him.
4 The time came when the men of Ammon
fought against Israel.
5 When the men of Ammon fought against
Israel, the leaders of Gilead went to get
Jephthah from the land of Tob.
6 They said to Jephthah, “Come and be our
leader, so we may fight against the men of
Ammon.”
…
28 But the king of the people of Ammon
would not listen to what Jephthah said
29 The Spirit of the Lord came upon
Jephthah. So he passed through Gilead and
Manasseh and through Mizpah of Gilead. He
went from Mizpah of Gilead to the people of
Ammon.
30 Jephthah made a promise to the Lord and
said, “You give the people of Ammon into
my hand.
31 And I will give to the Lord whatever
comes out of the doors of my house to meet
me when I return in peace from the people of
Ammon. I will give it to the Lord as a burnt
gift.”
32 Then Jephthah crossed over to fight
against the people of Ammon. And the Lord
gave them into his hand.
33 He killed many of them from Aroer to
Minnith, through twenty cities, as far as
Abelkeramin. The people of Ammon were
destroyed in front of the people of Israel.
34 Then Jephthah came to his home at
Mizpah. His daughter came out to meet him

with music and dancing. She was his one and
only child. He had no other sons or daughters.
35 When he saw her, he tore his clothes and
said, “It is bad, my daughter! You have made
me very sad. You have brought much trouble
to me. For I have made a promise to the Lord,
and I must keep it.”
36 She said to him, “My father, you have made
a promise to the Lord. Do to me what you have
promised you would do. Because the Lord has
punished the people of Ammon, who fought
against you.
37 But do this for me. Let me alone for two
months. So I and my friends may go to the
mountains and cry because I will never have a
man.”
38 Jephthah said, “Go.” He sent her away for
two months with her friends. And they cried
on the mountains because she would never
have a man.
39 She returned to her father after two months.
And he did what he promised the Lord and she
died without having a man. So it became the
way in Israel
40 that the daughters of Israel went to have
sorrow for the daughter of Jephthah for four
days each year.
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Lesson 12:
Samson: The Cost
of Compromise
Bible Text
Judges 13:1-5; 14:1-9; 16:1, 4-5, 20-22, 27-30
Memory Verse
“Pride comes before being destroyed and a proud
spirit comes before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18)
Word List
bowstrings: strings of an archer’s bow
compromise: a change that makes something
worse and that is not done for a good reason
pride: having a high opinion of one’s ability
After Jephthah, the Israelites again
began to worship the gods of the people
around them. This was evil in the eyes of the
Lord. God let the Philistines take over the
Israelites. The Philistines ruled over them for
40 years. The cycle of sin started again.
An Angel Speaks and Manoah’s Wife
Listens (Judges 13:1-5)
Manoah was a man of Israel. An angel
came to Manoah’s wife. She was not able to
have a baby. The angel told her, “You are

going to have a baby.” The child would be a
boy. He would be a special child. Manoah’s
wife was told she should not drink wine or
strong drink.
The baby would be a Nazirite. A
Nazirite had a life set apart from others.
Nazirites were not to drink wine or strong
drink. They were not to cut their hair. They
were not to touch certain kinds of animals or
anything dead. They were to live pure and
holy lives.
Sometimes men chose to live as a
Nazirite. Usually this lifestyle was chosen for
only a specific time. The baby Manoah’s wife
was carrying would be a Nazirite his entire
life.
This baby’s life was dedicated to God.
He was chosen by God to begin to take Israel
back from the Philistines. Manoah and his
wife named their son Samson.
Manoah and his wife were happy to
have a son. They knew Samson was special.
They gave Samson special treatment. Samson
became a spoiled child. He grew to become a
spoiled adult.
Samson wanted what Samson wanted.
He wanted it right then. He did not like
waiting. He never accepted “no” for an
answer.
Samson was a strong child. He grew to
become a strong man.
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Samson Takes a Wife
(Judges 14:1-9)
As a young man Samson went to the

Samson married the Philistine woman.
He did not get along with her or her family.
Because of Samson’s angry temper, he fought

land of the Philistines. He saw a beautiful

with the Philistine family. When the Spirit of

woman. Samson wanted to marry this woman.

the Lord came upon Samson he would cause

Samson returned to his parent’s house. He told

much destruction and sometimes kill

them about the woman he wanted to marry.

Philistines. Samson was a strong man and a

Samson’s parents were not happy. They

leader of the Israelites for 20 years.

did not want Samson to marry a Philistine.
God had told His people to only marry other

Samson Meets Other Women

Israelites. Samson insisted. As he knew they

(Judges 16:1, 4-5)

would, the parents agreed to the marriage. The

Samson went to the Philistine town of

parents did not consider if this marriage was a

Gaza. He met a woman. This woman sold the

part of God’s plan. They just wanted Samson

use of her body. Samson spent the night with

to be happy. They compromised what they

this woman.

knew was right.
On their journey to arrange the
marriage a young lion ran toward Samson.

Later, Samson met another Philistine
woman. This woman was Delilah.
The Philistines learned that Samson

The Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson so

was with Delilah. They went to Delilah. They

he was not afraid. He knew he had great

made her an offer. They said would give her

strength. Samson tore the lion into pieces.

1,100 pieces of silver. They wanted her to find

Samson did not tell his parents about the lion.

out what made Samson so strong. They

Later Samson returned to the place
where he had killed the lion. He saw bees

wanted to tie him up and get power over him.
Delilah asked Samson three times what

swarming around the dead lion. He found a

made him strong. Three times he told her

beehive. It was full of honey.

something that was not true. Three times she

Samson took the honey and gave it to

tried to trick him into giving up his strength.

his parents. He did not tell them how he got

Three times the Philistines failed to get power

the honey. He did not tell them he had touched

over Samson.

the dead lion. Nazirites do touch dead
creatures.

Delilah was angry. She did not like
Samson lying to her. She wanted the pieces of
silver. Delilah demanded the truth. Samson
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compromised and told her that his strength

Samson stood there. He prayed to God

came from his uncut hair. Delilah cut

to give him strength one more time. He

Samson’s hair as he slept. Samson’s strength

wanted enough strength to get revenge.

left him.

Samson stood between two pillars with
a hand on each. He pushed the pillars. The

A Fallen Hero Gives His Life
(Judges 16:20-30)
Men came to capture Samson. He
realized he was no longer strong. It did no

pillars fell. The temple was destroyed. Those
3,000 people who came to worship Dagon and
make fun of Samson were crushed to death.
Samson did more in his death than he

good to resist. The Philistines cut out

did in his life. Samson’s death led the way for

Samson’s eyes and took him to Gaza in

Israel to return to God.

chains. They made him grind grain in prison.

Samson was a spoiled child and a

The Philistines praised their god

spoiled adult. He was not a good example. But

Dagon. It was a great victory for them. They

God used Samson to help save His people

had defeated Samson. They believed they had

from the Philistines. Samson fulfilled the

defeated the God of Israel. They decided to

purpose for his life.

have some fun with Samson. They led the
blind man to their temple. There were 3,000
men, women and children who came to see
the fallen hero. They yelled at Samson. They
laughed at him. They wanted him to know he
was pitiful.

Things to Think About
1. Does being special mean being spoiled? Should
parents treat their special child the same as their
other children?
2. Some parents cannot admit their children can do
anything wrong. Any wrong doing is the fault of
someone else. Do you know any parents like that?
What kind of adults do these children become?
3. Does God use imperfect people for His plans?
Can you think of examples?

____________________
Judges 13:1-5; 14:1-9;
16:1, 4-5, 20-22, 27-30
1 The people of Israel sinned in the eyes of the
Lord again. So the Lord gave them into the hands
of the Philistines for forty years.
2 There was a certain man of Zorah, of the family
of the Danites. His name was Manoah. His wife
was not able to have children.
3 Then the angel of the Lord came to the woman
and said to her, “See, you have not been able to
have any children. But the Lord will make it
possible for you to have a child and you will give
birth to a son.
4 So be careful not to drink wine or strong drink.
Do not eat anything that is unclean.
5 You will have a child and give birth to a son.
His hair must never be cut. Because the boy will
be a Nazirite to God from the time he is born. He
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will begin to take Israel away from the
Philistines’ power.”
…
14:1 Samson went down to Timnah. There he
saw a woman, one of the daughters of the
Philistines.
2 He returned and told his father and mother, “I
saw a woman in Timnah. She is one of the
daughters of the Philistines. Now get her for me
as a wife.”
3 But his father and mother said to him, “Is there
no woman among the daughters of your family or
among all our people? Must you take a wife from
the Philistines who have not gone through the
religious act of the Jews?” Samson said to his
father, “Get her for me, for she looks good to
me.”
4 His father and mother did not know that it was
the Lord’s leading. For He was planning a way to
go against the Philistines. At that time the
Philistines were ruling over Israel.
5 Samson went down to Timnah with his father
and mother. They came as far as the grape-fields
of Timnah. There a young lion came running
toward him, making a loud noise.
6 The Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson with
power. Samson tore the lion apart like one tears a
young goat. He had nothing in his hand. But he
did not tell his father or mother what he had
done.
7 Then Samson went down and talked to the
woman. She looked good to him.
8 When he returned later to take her, he turned to
look at the dead lion. He saw that a lot of bees
and some honey were inside the lion’s body.
9 So he took the honey out with his hands and
went on his way, eating as he went. He came to
his father and mother and gave some honey to
them, and they ate it. But he did not tell them he
had taken the honey out of the lion’s body.
…

16:1 Samson went to Gaza and saw a woman who
sold the use of her body there. He went in to her.
4 After this Samson loved a woman in the valley
of Sorek. Her name was Delilah.
5 The leaders of the Philistines came to her,
saying, “Tempt Samson to tell you the secret of
his powerful strength. Find out how we can get
power over him so we can tie him and hold him.
Then we will each give you 1,100 pieces of
silver.”
20 She said, “The Philistines are upon you,
Samson!” He awoke from his sleep and said, “I
will go out as I have at other times. I will shake
myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord
had left him.
21 The Philistines took hold of him and cut out his
eyes. They brought him down to Gaza and tied
him with brass chains. Samson was made to grind
grain in the prison.
22 But the hair of his head started to grow again
after it was cut off.
27 Now the building was full of men and women.
All the leaders of the Philistines were there, and
there were about 3,000 men and women on the
roof looking down and laughing at Samson.
28 Then Samson called to the Lord and said, “O
Lord God, I beg You. Remember me. Give me
strength only this once, O God. So I may now
punish the Philistines for my two eyes.”
29 Samson took hold of the two center pillars that
held up the building. He pushed against them,
with his right hand on one and his left hand on the
other.
30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!”
Then he pushed with all his strength so that the
building fell on the leaders and all the people in it.
He killed more at his death than he killed in his
life.
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them judges. The judges saved them from the

Lesson 13:
A Downward Spiral
Into Chaos

would worship God. Then they forgot again.

invading people. For a while the people
This was the cycle of sin that repeated
over and over in Israel. It was a downward
spiral into chaos. After many year s, the
people no longer bothered to worship God

Bible Text
Judges 17:1-6; 18:1; 19:1; 20:1-7; 21:25
Memory Verse
“We see the anger of God coming down from
heaven against all the sins of men. These sinful
men keep the truth from being known.”
(Romans 1:18)
Word List
chaos: complete disorder
idol: an object made by a person; it represents a
god
spiral: winding down around a central point
The book of Judges began with the
people of Israel in the land God promised to
Moses many years earlier. Joshua, the strong
leader who followed Moses, had died. The
people started out asking God what they
should do and obeying Him. They had no
king except God.
But they forgot to ask God for help and
obey Him. They began to worship the gods of
the people around them. This was evil in the
eyes of God. God punished them by letting

alone. They no longer obeyed anyone. They
had no king. Every man did what he thought
was right. Too many times, what men thought
was right was very wrong.
Micah’s Idols (Judges 17:1-6)
Micah stole 1,100 silver shekels. This
is about $12,500 in today’s money. He stole
the silver from his mother.
Micah’s mother could not find her
silver. She cursed it. She did not know who
took it. She did not know her son had it.
Micah did not want silver that had been
cursed. He returned the silver to his mother.
The mother did not get upset with Micah. She
was glad to have the silver back. She found a
man who worked with silver. She paid him
200 silver shekels to make a special object.
The object was to look like a god. It would be
an idol.
Micah’s mother gave the idol to Micah.
Micah built a special building and put the idol
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inside. Micah worshiped the god. He added

to force the Levite to have sex with them. He

some other household gods. He wanted his

gave them his woman.

family to worship with him. He made his son

The men had sex with her all night.

the priest for this idol. The son wore the

In the morning, her body was on the doorstep

clothes of a priest.

of the house. Her hands were on the threshold.
She did not speak.

No King in Israel
(Judges 18:1; 19:1; 21:25)
Micah’s story shows the downward

The Levite put the woman’s body on
his donkey and went back to his home. He
took a knife and cut the body of his woman

spiral of life in Israel. “In those days Israel

into 12 parts. He sent one piece of her body to

had no king; every man did what he thought

each of the 12 families of the Israelites. The

was right” (Judges 1:6).

Levite wanted to share his story with all of

“In those days Israel had no king.” The

Israel.

author repeated this statement three times in
the last part of the book of Judges. This is like

The Levite’s Story (Part 2)

saying there was no law in the land.

(Judges 20:1-7)
The people of almost all the families of

The Story of the Levite and His Woman

Israel came together to hear what the Levite

(Judges 20:1)

had to say. The people of Benjamin did not

A Levite was living in Ephraim. He was
living with a woman from Bethlehem. The

come.
There were 400,000 men with swords

woman left him and went home to her father’s

ready to fight. The Levite told them that the

house.

people of Gibeah had killed the woman. He

The Levite went to Bethlehem. He

said, “For they have done a sinful act of

wanted his woman to return to him. Her father

shame in Israel” (Judges 20:6). The Levite

wanted them to stay in Bethlehem. They

turned to the people.

stayed a few days. Then they left Bethlehem.

The Levite did not say that he had done

They traveled to Gibeah, a city in the area of

anything wrong. He did not tell that he had let

Benjamin.

the men of Gibeah have sex with his woman.

They spent the night at the house of a

The people were upset. They wanted to

man of Gibeah. In the middle of the night, a

punish the men from Gibeah. They said they

group of men came to the house. They wanted

wanted to get rid of the evil in Israel. The
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soldiers marched to Gibeah. But the other

continued with a civil war among the 12

people in the area of Benjamin would not let

families of Israel. The war almost wiped out

them kill the wicked men.

the family of Benjamin. In the end, the people

The people of Benjamin prepared to
fight against the rest of the families of Israel.
They fought for many days. In the end, only
600 men of Benjamin were still alive.
After that, the rest of the families of

stole women to be wives for the few men of
Benjamin who still were alive.
The end of the book of Judges has many
awful stories. The stories are about worshiping
idols, violence against women, and war

Israel were sorry about the people of

among families. The stories almost sound like

Benjamin. They did not think it was good that

awful stories in the news today.

one of the 12 families might not survive.

The stories show a land in chaos. It was

They decided to find wives for the 600 men

sadly different from the land when Moses and

of Benjamin. They did so by destroying the

Joshua led all the people to obey God.

city of Jabesh-Gilead and capturing the young
women. They also told the men of Benjamin

A Final Word (Judges 21:25)

to hide and wait for some young women who

The book of Judges ends with one

were going to Shiloh to worship. The men

reason for the downward spiral into chaos:

surprised the women. They caught them.

“In those days Israel had no king; every man

They brought them back to be their wives.

did what he thought was right.”

The story of the Levite began with
violence against a woman. The story

Things to Think About
1. Micah and the Levite both sinned. Their sins
caused chaos around them. How different would
their stories be if they had stopped sinning?

We must learn from these stories. We
must remember that God should be our King.
We must do what God tells us is right, not just
what we think is right.
____________________
Judges 17:1-6; 18:1; 19:1; 20:1-7; 21:25

2. Are there things in your life that keep others from
honoring God?
3. Why was it wrong for the people to do what they
thought was right?
4. Do you try to keep the Ten Laws of God?
How important is it for a nation to have strong
leaders? Why?

1 There was a man of the hill country of
Ephraim whose name was Micah.
2 He said to his mother, “There were 1,100
pieces of silver taken from you. And I heard
you pray that the robber would be cursed. See,
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the silver is with me. I took it.” His mother

20:1 Then all the people of Israel from Dan to

said, “May the Lord bring good to you, my

Beersheba and from the land of Gilead came

son.”

out. The people gathered together as one man

3 He returned the 1,100 pieces of silver to his

to the Lord at Mizpah.

mother. And she said, “I set apart all the

2 The leaders of all the people, all the families

silver from my hand to the Lord for my son. It

of Israel, showed themselves in the meeting of

is to be used in making an object to look like

the people of God. There were 400,000 soldiers

a god. So I will return the silver to you.”

on foot who used the sword.

4 When he returned the silver to his mother,

3 (The people of Benjamin heard that the

she gave 200 pieces to the man who works

people of Israel had gone up to Mizpah.) The

with silver. He made them into an object to

people of Israel said, “Tell us. How did this

look like a god for Micah’s house.

sinful thing happen?”

5 The man Micah had a special building

4 The Levite, the husband of the woman who

where gods were worshiped. He made a holy

was killed, answered, “I came with my woman

vest and gods for the house. And he set apart

to stay the night at Gibeah, a city of Benjamin.

one of his sons to be his religious leader.

5 But the men of Gibeah came against me.

6 There was no king in Israel in those days.

They gathered around the house at night

Each man did what he thought was right.

because of me. They wanted to kill me. But

...

they did sex with my woman instead, so she

18: 1 There was no king of Israel in those

died.

days. At that time the family of the Danites

6 I took my woman and cut her into pieces. I

was looking for their own land to live in. For

sent her out through all the land that was given

no land had been given to them yet among the

to Israel. For they have done a sinful act of

families of Israel.

shame in Israel.

…

7 All you people of Israel, say what should be

19:1 There was no king in Israel in those

done.”

days. And there was a certain Levite staying

…

in a far away part of the hill country of
Ephraim. He took a woman from Bethlehem
in Judah to act as his wife.
...

21:25 There was no king in Israel in those
days. Each man did what he thought was right.

Easter Lesson ● Page 60

Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Joshua and Judges:
Choices That Matter

Easter Lesson:
Beaten, Bullied, Killed,
Raised

knows what pain is. His pain gives us hope in
our time of suffering. He gave His life to free
us from the punishment our sin deserves. And
He made it possible for us to have life with
God forever.
Beaten and Bullied (Mark 15:16-20)
In the days when Jesus lived, and even
today, there is an idea about suffering. This
false idea says that God gives good things to

Bible Text
Mark 15:16-20, 24-40; 16:1-8

good people and bad things to bad people. If

Memory Verse
“He said, ‘Do not be afraid. You are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth Who was nailed to a cross. He
is risen! He is not here! See, here is the place
where they laid Him.’” (Mark 16:6)

happy with you. If things are not going well,

Word List
arrested: used the power of the law to take and
keep a person
bullied: hurt, hit, made afraid, or told bad things
about oneself by someone who is being unkind
criminal: a person who does something that the
law says is wrong
pretended: acted as if something was true when
it was not true
Life is hard. Friends or family leave,
children die, we lose money, we are bullied,
or we get sick. Any of these things can make
us afraid. Any of these things can make us
lose hope. They are all ways we might suffer.
Jesus understands our suffering. He
was left by His friends. He was hurt by the
words of some and the hands of others. He

your life is going well, that means that God is
it means that you did something to make God
angry. But the truth is very different.
Jesus had done nothing wrong. God
was not angry at Him. His suffering was a
part of God’s plan for Him and for the people
of the whole world. God loved us so much
that He gave us Jesus to come and live a
perfect life. God was very happy with Him.
The problem was not Jesus, the problem was
sin. The problem was not His sin, but our sin
and the sin of everyone in the world.
God had made a perfect world, but the
first people, Adam and Eve, decided to
disobey God. Sin and the problems that come
with sin began that day. God also made a plan
that day to make it possible to bring people
back to being right with God. That plan meant
that Jesus would have to suffer and die to pay
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for our sin. Jesus chose to obey God’s plan

middle between the two robbers. People who

because of His love for everyone.

did not know Him thought that He was a

When Jesus was arrested, His special

criminal, too. They did not know that an early

followers ran away and left Him (14:50). The

preacher from long ago had said this would

soldiers beat Him with a whip (15:15). They

happen (Isaiah 53:12). He told about God’s

made fun of Him. They put a crown made of

plan. God told other early preachers about

thorns on His head. They put a purple coat on

Him and how He would die, too. Their words

Him. They called Him a king. They hit His

help us to know that Jesus is the One that God

head and spit on Him. This is how they bullied sent to fix the problem of sin.
Him. Then they pretended to worship Him.

Jesus not only had terrible pain in His

Jesus knew these things would happen. He

body, but He had the pain of people saying

was hurt and bullied for us. He knew it was

bad things to Him. The leaders, the people,

God’s plan, and He obeyed.

and even the men on the crosses near Him
made fun of Him. They told Him that if He

Killed on a Cross (Mark 15:24-40)

would save Himself and come off the cross

Jesus suffered a lot after His arrest.

they would believe in Him. He wanted them

Next, He suffered and died on a cross.

to believe, but He wanted to obey His Father

Hanging on a cross was one of the most

even more. He knew that by dying on the

painful ways to die. Jesus was nailed to the

cross He would save all who believe in Him

cross. They put nails in His wrists and feet

from the price of their sin. The price of sin is

into the wood. After they lifted up the cross,

death that separates people from God forever.

He hung from those nails. It was very hard for

Jesus loved us too much to save Himself.

Him to breathe.
Those who were killing Him also nailed

When the first people disobeyed God,
they made a separation between themselves

a sign above His head to tell everyone the

and God. When Jesus died He felt that

reason for His death. They did not know that

separation because He took on the sins of the

what they wrote was the truth. Jesus is the

whole world. God left Him alone. Jesus had

King of the Jews and the King of the whole

the most terrible pain anyone can have when

world. He was also perfect and sinless. He

He no longer felt the love of His Father God.

should not have been killed like a criminal.

Because Jesus did this, we never have to

There were two criminals who were
nailed to crosses near Jesus. Jesus was in the

know that kind of pain. We can come near to
God and stay near to God forever. Jesus gave
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us this gift with His suffering. Jesus died so

God, Who is perfect. This was the only way

that we can live with God forever.

that people could leave the brokenness that sin
causes and come back to God’s perfect plan

Raised to Life to Bring Us Hope

for them. If Jesus had stayed dead, however,

(Mark 16:1-8)

the price He paid would not be finished. He

Hope was found by the followers of

broke free from death and took His life back

Jesus that Sunday morning. Early that

up again. Now we have the hope of life after

morning some of the women who loved Jesus

our body dies. Now Jesus could offer the gift

went to put spices on His body. This was

of forgiveness to all who would believe and

something people did in that day, like putting

accept it. Because of Jesus raising to life, we

flowers on a grave today. But the stone was

don’t have to fear what will happen after

rolled away and Jesus was not there!

death. We never have to fear the pain of being

The women felt fear when they first
came to the grave. They had seen Him die on

separated from God forever.
This is the great news of Easter! This is

the cross, and now His body was gone. Then

why we celebrate Easter with great joy. We

an angel spoke to them! The angel told them

must obey the words of the angel and go and

not to be afraid. He said that they would see

tell others about what Jesus did for all of us.

Jesus alive again. He told them to go and tell

He died and rose back to life so we can live

the other followers. The angel said Jesus had

with Him forever. His gift makes it possible

risen just as He said He would.

for us to have the kind of life He planned for

Jesus’ death on the cross made a bridge
between people who sin — everyone — and

Things to Think About
1. How does knowing you will have life forever with
Jesus help you when you suffer in this life?
2. How does the story of what happened to Jesus
give us comfort when we are left or hurt by others?
How can we help others who suffer in these ways?
3. What do you do when you feel pain because of
times when you disobeyed God in the past?
4. When we accept the gift of forgiveness and are
saved, what difference does that make in our lives?
5. What should we do with the good news of Easter?

us. The curse of sin brought by Adam and Eve
has been broken. It is time to go and tell
everyone this wonderful good news!
____________________
Mark 15:16-20
16 The soldiers led Jesus away to a large room in
the court. They called all the soldiers together.
17 The soldiers put a purple coat on Him. They
put a crown of thorns on His head,
18 and said to Him, “Hello, King of the Jews!”
19 They hit Him on the head with a stick and spit
on Him. They got down on their knees and
worshiped Him.
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20 After they had made fun of Him, they took the
purple coat off of Him and put His own clothes
back on Him. Then they led Him away to be
nailed to a cross.
Mark 15:24-40
24 When they had nailed Jesus to the cross, they
divided His clothes by drawing names to see
what each man should take.
25 It was about nine o’clock in the morning when
they nailed Him to the cross.
26 Over Jesus’ head they put in writing what they
had against Him, THE KING OF THE JEWS.
27 They nailed two robbers on crosses beside
Jesus. One was on His right side and the other
was on His left side.
28 It happened as the Holy Writings said it would
happen, “They thought of Him as One Who
broke the Law.”
29 Those who walked by shook their heads and
laughed at Jesus. They said, “You were the One
Who could destroy the house of God and build it
again in three days.
30 Save Yourself and come down from the
cross.”
31 The head religious leaders and the teachers of
the Law made fun of Him also. They said to each
other, “He saved others but He cannot save
Himself.
32 Let Christ, the King of the Jews, come down
from the cross. We want to see it and then we
will believe.” Those who were on the crosses
beside Jesus spoke bad things to Him.
33 From noon until three o’clock it was dark over
all the land.
34 At three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice,
“My God, My God, why have You left Me
alone?”
35 When some of those who stood by heard that,
they said, “Listen! He is calling for Elijah.”

36 One of them ran and took a sponge and filled it
with sour wine. He put it on a stick and gave it to
Him to drink. He said, “Let Him alone. Let us see
if Elijah will come and take Him down.
37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry. He gave up His
spirit and died.
38 The curtain in the house of God was torn in
two from top to bottom.
39 The captain of the soldiers was looking at Jesus
when He cried out. He saw Him die and said, “For
sure, this Man was the Son of God.”
40 Women were looking on from far away.
Among them was Mary Magdalene and Mary the
mother of the younger James and of Joses, and
Salome.
Mark 16:1-8
1 The Day of Rest was over. Mary Magdalene and
Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices. They wanted to put the spices on Jesus’
body.
2 Very early in the morning on the first day of the
week, they came to the grave. The sun had come
up.
3 They said to themselves, “Who will roll the
stone away from the door of the grave for us?”
4 But when they looked, they saw the very large
stone had been rolled away.
5 They went into the grave. There they saw a
young man with a long white coat sitting on the
right side. They were afraid.
6 He said, “Do not be afraid. You are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth Who was nailed to a cross. He is
risen! He is not here! See, here is the place where
they laid Him.
7 Go and tell His followers and Peter that He is
going ahead of you into Galilee. You will see Him
there as He told you.”
8 They ran from the grave shaking and were
surprised. They did not say anything to anyone
because they were afraid.

