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Exodus
Introduction
Exodus tells a great story of God’s

remember my promise to Abraham, forgive.

faithfulness to His people. These lessons

Step 10: Make a new agreement with Moses

explore God’s promises to His people and the

and the people on new stone tablets.

people’s commitment to their God. It is a

Step 11: Wait for skilled wor kmen to build

story of struggle, deliverance, and promises

the Meeting Tent.

fulfilled. It is a story that tells about God’s

Step 12: Fill the Meeting Tent with my

good promises, and the freedom that comes

glory.

from living in obedience to a faithful God.

God leads His people every step of the

From God’s viewpoint, the story of

way on this journey. Each step reveals God’s

Exodus might look like this in a nutshell:

character, His heart of love for His people, His

Step 1: Call Moses (who had fled from

power over all things. and His good plan for

Egypt) to return to Egypt.

His people. In every step, God’s people see

Step 2: Send plagues on the Egyptians.

why God is worthy of our obedience.

Step 3: Give the Isr aelites the Passover to

—————————

help them remember.
Step 4: Br ing the Isr aelites safely out of
Egypt through the sea on dry ground.
Step 5: Listen to the Isr aelites whine, yet

About the Writer

provide for their every need.

Margaret Gayle wrote the teaching plans for

Step 6: Give the Isr aelites the Ten

Exodus. As a retired missionary to both

Commandments.

Vietnam and Indonesia, Margaret has taught

Step 7: Give Moses the Law and

ESL to international students at the University

instructions for building the Meeting Tent.

of North Texas and Tarrant County College.

Step 8: Destroy the calf-god worshipping

Later, she and her husband, Jim, worked in

Israelites and start over with only Moses.

international student outreach in Dallas. She is

Step 9: Hear Moses’ request for the people,

a native Texan and lives in Hurst, Texas.
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Exodus
Lesson Overview
Lesson 1

Women and Children First

Exodus 1:8 to 2:10

Lesson 2

Listen to Me!

Exodus 3:1-14; 4:1-15

Lesson 3

God’s Power for God’s People

Exodus 5:1-2; 7:14-18; 8:1-3, 16, 20-21;
9:1-4, 8-9, 13-18, 25-26; 10:3-11, 21-22,
28-29; 11:1-5

Lesson 4

A Dangerous Journey

Exodus 12:1-14, 24-27; 13:8-9

Lesson 5

Questions and Faith

Exodus 14:1-4, 10-31

Lesson 6

Making Bitterness Sweet and

Exodus 15:22 to 16:18

Emptiness Full
Lesson 7

Meeting God on the Mountain

Lesson 8

God’s Instructions for How to Live Exodus 20:1-17

Lesson 9

Living Faithfully in God’s

Exodus 19:1-12, 16-22

Exodus 21:1-2, 7-17, 22-27; 22:21 to 23:12

Community
Lesson 10 Seeing God

Exodus 24

Lesson 11 Earthly Things for Holy Purposes

Exodus 25:1-11, 17-18, 23-24, 31-32;
26:1-2, 7-8; 27:1-2; 29:43-46

Lesson 12 A Broken Agreement and a Fresh

Exodus 32:1-19, 30-33; 33:13-14, 17;
34:1-7

Start
Lesson 13 All for God’s Service

Exodus 35:4-10, 20-35; 36:2-7

Lesson 14 Finishing and Moving On

Exodus 39:32, 42-43; 40:1-2, 16-17, 32-38

Bonus
Easter
Lesson

Stop Being Afraid

Matthew 28:1-10
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Exodus
Word List
Lesson 1

Lesson 4

defy: refuse to obey

awesome: excellent

kidnapped: car r ied off by force

identified: related, shared with

predator: an animal that kills other s for

judgment: a sentence of a cour t

food

ruined: destroyed

take risks: chance the possibility of danger

seizing: taking advantage of

threat: danger
Lesson 5
Lesson 2

desperate: dangerous

awe: wonder, fear

detours: alter nate routes

curious: eager to lear n

obstacles: bar r ier s, things getting in the

divine: like God

way

mind: feel annoyed

piled up: stacked up, accumulated

resist: fight against

rebuke: scold, cr iticize

reveal: display, show

situations: conditions

whine: complain
Lesson 6
Lesson 3

abundantly: generously, fully

dramatic: exciting

complained: expressed unhappiness

demand: ask ur gently, insist

desert: dr y land

impressed: influenced

longed: wished for

displayed: showed

satisfy: put an end to, fulfill

plagues: great trouble

solution: an answer
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Exodus
Word List
Lesson 7

Lesson 9

deal: agreement

capital punishment: punishment by death

equipment: gear, mater ial

compassion: pity, sympathy

humbly: lowly

dignity: wor th

relief: ease

economy: system of wealth in a community

respect: regar d, admir ation

generosity: r ich and free giving

sight: view

reflect: show, reveal

warned: cautioned, advised
Lesson 10
Lesson 8

authority: per son to obey

behavior: the way a per son acts

ceremony: r itual, for mal obser vance

forbids: or der s not to do something

committing: pledging

frustrate: discour age, ir r itate

firsthand: direct

image: a likeness, picture

preserve: keep safe

rhythm: patter n, pace

reminder: help to remember

secure: safe

seal: approve, endor se, guar antee

worthy: fit for pr aise
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Exodus
Word List
Lesson 11

Lesson 14

complain: gr umble, whine

glory: honor, fame

detailed: complete

initiator: one who star ts something

dwell: live

represents: stands for, symbolizes

mobile: movable

respond: reply, answer

portable: easily movable

summarizes: tells the main idea, reviews

precious: valuable
set apart: separ ated

Easter

symbol: image, a type

assured: convinced, promised
defeated: overcame

Lesson 12

expect: to look for or anticipate

bold: unafr aid

ministered: suppor ted

furnish: outfit, provide

Resurrection: Chr ist’s rising from the dead

harsh: cr uel

supposed: expected or anticipated

in charge of: have command over
second chance: a chance to tr y again
tablets: a flat slab of stone
Lesson 13
convicted: made to feel guilty
fiasco: failure
interruption: a stop, pause
provided: supplied
valuable: having wor th
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Exodus
Memory Verses
Lesson 1
“Because the nurses feared God, He gave
them families.” (Exodus 1:21)
Lesson 2
“This is My name forever. By this name I am
to be remembered by all people for all time.”
(Exodus 3:15b)
Lesson 3
“Then the Lord gave the people favor in the
eyes of the Egyptians. And the man Moses
was respected in the land of Egypt.”
(Exodus 11:3a)
Lesson 4
“For on this same day I brought your family
groups out of the land of Egypt. So all of you
must remember this day as a law
forever.” (Exodus 12:17b)
Lesson 5
““And the people had fear of the Lord. They
believed in the Lord and in His servant
Moses” (Exodus 14:31b).
Lesson 6
“And in the morning you will see the
greatness of the Lord.” (Exodus 16:7a)
Lesson 7
“He set the people apart to be holy.”
(Exodus 19: 14)
Lesson 8
“Have no gods other than Me.”
(Exodus 20:3)

Lesson 9
“Do not keep from doing what is right and
fair in trying to help a poor brother when he
has a problem.” (Exodus 23:6)
Lesson 10
“All the people answered with one voice,
saying, ‘We will do all that the Lord has
spoken.’” (Exodus 24:3b)
Lesson 11
“I will live among the people of Israel and
will be their God.” (Exodus 29:45)
Lesson 12
“The Lord said, ‘I Myself will go with you. I
will give you rest.’” (Exodus 33:14)
Lesson 13
“They said to Moses, ‘The people are
bringing much more than enough for the
work the Lord told us to do.’” (Exodus 36:5)
Lesson 14
“When the cloud was lifted from the meeting
tent, the people of Israel would go on their
way through all their traveling
days.” (Exodus 40:36)
Bonus Easter Lesson
“He is not here! He has risen from the dead
as He said He would. Come and see the place
where the Lord lay.” (Matthew 28:6)
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Exodus: Freely Living
in God’s Promises

Lesson 1:
Women and
Children First
Bible Text
Exodus 1:8 to 2:10
Memory Verse
“Because the nurses feared God, He gave them
families.” (Exodus 1:21)
Word List
defy: refuse to obey
kidnapped: carried off by force
predator: an animal that kills others for food
take risks: chance the possibility of danger
threat: danger

were afraid. They saw a bigger boat coming
their way. They prayed. The bigger boat
helped pull their little boat to a safe country.
There they felt safe. They knew God saved
them. They knew God had a purpose for their
lives. They thanked God for saving their lives.
They thanked God that their caregivers acted
with faith and courage.
A Forgotten Savior (Exodus 1:8–10)
Joseph helped save his people, too. He
saved his people when they were in danger.
Joseph lived apart from his family in Egypt.
His family had no food. There was food in
Egypt. So Joseph brought his family to Egypt.
Joseph’s family grew. They had many
children. After a long time, a new king came
to power. He did not trust Joseph’s family. He
thought there were too many of them. The
king was afraid of them. He feared they
would join his enemies. So he made a plan.

In April, 1975, an orphanage of 69
children left Vietnam. They were coming to

A Fearful King (Exodus 1:11-14)

the United States. They left by car, by bus, by

The new king, called Pharaoh, planned

ferry, and by boat. Each child carried a bag.

to make the Israelites slaves. He planned to

In the bag was some cooked rice and some

work them hard. He thought hard work would

uncooked rice. In the bag was the name of the

make the people weak. He thought they

child. The caregivers knew the trip from

would stop multiplying. Pharaoh did not

Vietnam was hard. They knew it was

know that God was with the Israelites. He did

dangerous. The caregivers had faith. They had not know they were God’s special people. He
courage. They wanted every child to be safe.
did not know God had promised to bless
On the boat in the big sea, the children
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them. The hard work made the people

A Special Child (2:1-10)

stronger. They worked with stones and in the

Moses was born at this time. He was

fields. They helped build cities. But they did

the son of Israelite slaves Amram and

not stop multiplying.

Jochebed (6:2). What were Moses’ parents to
do? Their child was in danger. Moses’ mother

A Harsh Command (Exodus 1:15–21)

made a plan. She was a determined mother.

Pharaoh’s plan did not work. Hard work She was like Shiphrah and Puah. She was
did not decrease the number of Israelites. So

willing to take risks to save her baby.

Pharaoh made another plan. Girls were not a

Hiding her baby in the river was risky.

threat to him. But boys could gr ow up to

What if a wild predator came near? What if

become men. They could grow up to become

someone found the baby and followed

fighters. They could grow up to become his

Pharaoh’s order? What if the baby was traced

enemies. He decided the boys must die.

back to his parents? What if their entire family

Pharaoh ordered all newborn boys to be killed. was killed?
Shiphrah and Puah were nurses. They

But the death of Moses was not God’s

helped women during childbirth. They had

plan. God had a purpose for Moses’ life. He

orders from Pharaoh. If they disobeyed, they

had a plan to save Moses’ life. He planned for

could be killed. Who were they to disobey

Moses to help save others’ lives. Moses’

Pharaoh’s orders? Shiphrah and Puah had to

mother and her courage were part of God’s

think. They had to decide. They feared

plan.

Pharaoh. But they feared God’s anger more

Members of the king’s family often

than Pharaoh’s. They faced danger, but they

went to the Nile River. They prayed to the

defied the king’s command. They faced

great river god. They asked for his blessing.

Pharaoh with fearless faith. They told him the

One day the daughter of Pharaoh found a

Israelite women gave birth too quickly—

beautiful baby in a basket. The basket was in

before they arrived.

the Nile River. Perhaps it was a gift from the

The nurses’ actions protected many

river god himself. The princess felt she should

children. God blessed Shiphrah and Puah for

accept the gift. Even Pharaoh would accept

their faith and courage. He blessed them with

this blessing.

families of their own. Sadly, Pharaoh gave

So Moses’ life was saved! God used

another order. He said all baby boys must be

Egyptian beliefs to save Moses’ life.

thrown into the Nile River.

Watching from her hiding place, Moses’
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sister, Miriam, acted. She acted with courage.

ourselves. Giving physical help opens the door

She spoke to the princess. The princess’ heart

to children’s hearts. They see our love. They

was softened. She wanted the child. She was

see Jesus’ love. We can begin with the

a wise princess. She let Moses spend his

children in our own neighborhood. We can

childhood with his own mother. When he

guide our family to serve the needs of others.

grew older, he would live at the palace. He

We must help the children know God’s love.

would become a member of the king’s
household. He would get a good education.
He would learn the purpose for his life.
Things to Remember
Psalm 127 calls children a reward from
the Lord. Jesus welcomed children as His
friends. Yet, today, all over the world,
children are in danger. Some are being
kidnapped. Some ar e sold as sex slaves.
Some must work in sweatshops. Some are
orphans because of diseases like HIV/AIDS.
Many are hungry.
As Christians, we must work to help
the children. We must face the problems. We
must have courage and faith. We must give of

Things to Think About
1. The basket protected baby Moses. What has God
used to protect you at a time of trouble?
2. Why do you think Pharaoh decided to kill babies
and not adult men?
3. Would you have been as courageous as the
Israelite nurses?
4. Why is it sometimes easier to give money, food,
and clothing but not ourselves?
5. What would you be willing to risk to help children
in trouble?
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Exodus 1:8 to 2:10
8 Then a new king came into power over Egypt.
He did not know Joseph.
9 He said to his people, “See, the people of Israel
are too many and too powerful for us.
10 Come, let us be wise in how we act towards
them, or they will become more in number. If
there is a war, they might join with those who
hate us. They might fight against us and then
leave the land.”
11 So they put men in power over them to make
them work hard. And they built the store-cities
Pithom and Raamses for Pharaoh the king.
12 But the more the Egyptians made them suffer,
the more they became until they spread
throughout the land. So the Egyptians were afraid
of the people of Israel.
13 The Egyptians made the people of Israel work
very hard.
14 They made their lives bitter with hard work
building with stones and with all kinds of work in
the field. They made them work very hard.
15 Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew
nurses. The name of one was Shiphrah. The name
of the other was Puah.
16 He said, “When you are helping the Hebrew
women to give birth, and see the baby before the
mother does, if it is a son, kill him. But if it is a
daughter, let her live.”
17 But the nurses feared God. They did not do
what the king of Egypt told them. They let the
boys live.
18 So the king of Egypt called the nurses and said
to them, “Why have you done this, and let the
boys live?”
19 The nurses answered Pharaoh, “Because the
Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women.
They are strong. They give birth before the nurse
comes to them.”
20 So God was good to the nurses. And the
people became many and strong.

21 Because the nurses feared God, He gave them
families.
22 Then Pharaoh told all his people, “Throw
every son who is born to the Hebrews into the
Nile. But keep every daughter alive.”
2:1 Now a man of the family of Levi married a
daughter of Levi.
2 She was going to have a baby, and she gave
birth to a son. When she saw that he was
beautiful, she hid him for three months.
3 But the time came when she could hide him no
longer. So she took a basket made from grass, and
covered it with tar and put the child in it. And she
set it in the grass by the side of the Nile.
4 His sister stayed to watch and find out what
would happen to him.
5 Then the daughter of Pharaoh came to wash
herself in the Nile. Her young women walked
beside the Nile. She saw the basket in the tall
grass and sent the woman who served her to get it.
6 She opened it and saw the child. The boy was
crying. She had pity on him and said, “This is one
of the Hebrews’ children.”
7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter,
“Should I go and call a nurse from the Hebrew
women to nurse the child for you?”
8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl
went and called the child’s mother.
9 Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this
child away and nurse him for me. And I will pay
you.” So the woman took the child and nursed
him.
10 The child grew, and she brought him to
Pharaoh’s daughter. And he became her son. She
gave him the name Moses, saying, “Because I
took him out of the water.”

Lesson 2 ● Page 13

Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Exodus: Freely Living
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Lesson 2:
Listen to Me!
Bible Text
Exodus 3:1–14; 4:1–15
Memory Verse
“This is My name forever. By this name I am to be
remembered by all people for all time.”
(Exodus 3:15b)
Word List
awe: wonder, fear
curious: eager to learn
divine: like God
mind: feel annoyed
resist: fight against
reveal: display, show
whine: complain
People enjoy instant foods, instant
services and instant messages. In my
generation, parents enjoyed children who
obeyed instantly. Parents spoke, and children
listened. They obeyed. But my children’s
generation is different. My grandchildren
often do not obey instantly. I hear my son
count: One, Two, Three. My grandchildren
know they can wait until three to obey. They
know they don’t have to obey instantly.
God chose Moses to lead the children

out of slavery in Egypt. God prepared Moses
for this assignment. Moses’ mother was his
nurse when he was growing up. He knew who
his people were. He knew he was an Israelite.
Later, in the royal court, Moses got the best
education. He was trained to be a leader. He
was strong—and proud, too. One day he
stepped into a fight. An Egyptian was beating
one of his people. Moses killed the Egyptian
and buried his body. Others saw what
happened. Moses was afraid. He fled from
Egypt. He went to a foreign land. He was far
from his birth family and his adopted family.
God spoke to Moses in the foreign
land. God had a job for him to do. But, like
my grandchildren, Moses waited to obey.
Moses heard God’s call. He thought about
God’s command. He did not want to obey. He
made excuses. He waited. God became angry.
He wanted Moses to obey instantly.
Signs of a Proud Heart (3:1-6)
Growing up in the palace had made
Moses proud. His actions show he had a
proud heart. A burning bush that does not
burn up is quite uncommon. It is a divine
thing. But how did Moses see it? Did he think
it was magic? Had he seen tricks like this
before? He was curious. So he looked more
closely. Yet he was not thinking this was
divine. God calls his name twice: “Moses,
Moses.” Still, Moses’ response was just,
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“Here I am.”

continued to think up excuses for not obeying.

God had to explain to Moses. He told
Moses he was standing on holy ground.

Feeble Excuses (4:1-13)

Finally, Moses showed a little fear. God

God gave Moses clear instructions.

revealed Himself as the God of Moses’

Moses whined, “What if they don’t believe

forefathers. And what did Moses do? He was

me?” God was so patient! He knew Moses’

in the presence of God. But he did not fall

faith was weak. He worked to help Moses

face down to the ground. He only hid his face.

understand who He was. He began by using
nature. He turned a stick into a snake and back

The God Who Is (3:7-14)
God wants us to obey instantly and
willingly. He wants our obedience to bless us

into a stick. What did this show? God alone
rules all things. All things obey Him.
Moses did what God said. He threw

and others. God showed great patience with

down the stick and grabbed the snake. He

Moses. He worked with Moses’ proud heart.

followed instructions about the diseased hand,

He told Moses that he would not do the job

too. But Moses’ heart was still proud. So he

alone. God Himself, by His mighty power,

made another excuse.

would bring the Israelites out of slavery. God
would use Moses to carry out His purpose.
God spoke to Moses. He reminded him

God’s call meant Moses would need to
speak. He would give messages to Israel’s
leaders. He would give messages to Pharaoh.

of His holiness (v. 5). He was the God of

So Moses gave another excuse. He said, “It is

Moses’ forefathers (v. 6). He was God who

difficult for me to speak!” This was not true.

saw, heard, and cared about His people (vv. 7,

Moses was educated in the royal court. He

9). He would act to save them and bless them

was trained in the art of public speaking.

(v. 10). Moses needed these reminders.

Again, God was patient. God told Moses He

Even so, Moses demanded to know

would help him speak. Moses was out of

God’s name. Since creation God has been

excuses. But he had one more request:

revealing Himself to the world. So God did

“Please, God, send someone else.”

not mind answering Moses, “I AM WHO I
AM.” God is a living God, outside of time and
boundaries. He is Creator of the universe.
Was Moses struck with wonder that I
AM was speaking to him? No, he proudly

The Final Word (4:14-15)
By this time, Moses surely knew that
God was speaking to him. Did Moses feel awe
of God? Did he fear Him? Why did he still
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resist God? God r esponded in anger .
There was no reason for Moses’
disobedience. God met him. He revealed
Himself to Moses. He called him to service.
Moses resisted because of his proud heart.
Yet God would carry out His plan. His plan
included Moses. God was patient with Moses.
He is patient with all of His children. He
wants us to listen and obey quickly. In the
end, Moses obeyed God, and acted with faith.
Things to Remember
Like Moses, people today still resist
God’s call. They say no to God’s spirit when
He speaks to them. They hear God, but they
don’t obey. They make excuses. They say, “I
can’t.” They say, “Let someone else do it.”
We should ask ourselves these
questions: A m I making excuses? Or, am I
listening for the call of God? Am I willing to
obey instantly? Am I willing to obey in little
and big things? God wants us to experience
the blessings of faithful obedience. He is the
great I AM who is always with us.

Things to Think About
1. Why do you think Moses resisted the call of God?
2. What excuses have you given God when He
asked you do to something?
3. How does your obedience or disobedience affect
other people?
4. Have you ever felt God was angry with you?
5. In what ways are you listening to God?

Exodus 3:1–14; 4:1–15
1 Now Moses was taking care of the flock of his
father-in-law Jethro, the religious leader of
Midian. He led the flock to the west side of the
desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
2 There the Angel of the Lord showed Himself to
Moses in a burning fire from inside a bush. Moses
looked and saw that the bush was burning with
fire, but it was not being burned up.
3 So Moses said, “I must step aside and see this
great thing, why the bush is not being burned up.”
4 The Lord saw him step aside to look. And God
called to him from inside the bush, saying,
“Moses, Moses!” Moses answered, “Here I am.”
5 God said, “Do not come near. Take your shoes
off your feet. For the place where you are
standing is holy ground.”
6 He said also, “I am the God of your father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face. For he was
afraid to look at God.
7 The Lord said, “I have seen the suffering of My
people in Egypt. I have heard their cry because of
the men who make them work. I know how they
suffer.
8 So I have come down to save them from the
power of the Egyptians. I will bring them out of
that land to a good big land, to a land flowing
with milk and honey, to the place of the
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite,
the Hivite and the Jebusite.
9 Now the cry of the people of Israel has come to
Me. I have seen what power the Egyptians use to
make it hard for them.
10 Now come, and I will send you to Pharaoh so
that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel,
out of Egypt.”
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I to go to
Pharaoh and bring the people of Israel out of
Egypt?”
12 God said, “But I will be with you. And this
will be something special for you to see to know
that I have sent you: When you have brought the
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people out of Egypt, you will worship God at this
mountain.”
13 Then Moses said to God, “See, I am going to
the people of Israel, and I will say to them, ‘The
God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now
they might say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What
should I say to them?”
14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”
And He said, “Say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has
sent me to you.’”
4:1 Then Moses answered, “What if they will not
believe me or listen to me? They might say, ‘The
Lord has not shown Himself to you.’”
2 The Lord said to him, “What is that in your
hand?” Moses said, “A stick.”
3 Then the Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.”
So Moses threw it on the ground, and it became a
snake. And Moses ran from it.
4 But the Lord said to Moses, “Put out your hand
and take it by its tail.” So Moses put out his hand
and caught it. And it became a stick in his hand.
5 The Lord said, “By seeing this they may
believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, has shown Himself to you.”
6 The Lord said to him, “Put your hand inside
your coat.” So Moses put his hand inside his coat.
When he took it out, his hand had a bad skin
disease and was white as snow.
7 Then God said, “Put your hand inside your coat
again.” So Moses put his hand inside his coat
again. When he took it out of his coat, he saw
that it had become like his other flesh.
8 God said, “If they will not listen to you or
believe you when they are shown the first thing,
they may believe when this is shown to them.
9 But they might not believe even these two
things or listen to what you say. So then take
some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry
ground. And the water you take from the Nile
will become blood on the dry ground.”
10 Moses said to the Lord, “Lord, I am not a man
of words. I have never been. Even now since You
spoke to Your servant, I still am not. For I am

slow in talking and it is difficult for me to speak.”
11 Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made
man’s mouth? Who makes a man not able to speak
or hear? Who makes one blind or able to see? Is it
not I, the Lord?
12 So go now. And I will be with your mouth. I
will teach you what to say.”
13 But Moses said, “O Lord, I ask of You, send
some other person.”
14 Then the anger of the Lord burned against
Moses. He said, “Is not Aaron the Levite your
brother? I know he can speak well. Also, he is
coming to meet you. And when he sees you, he
will be glad in his heart.
15 You must speak to him and put the words in his
mouth. I will be with your mouth and his mouth. I
will teach you what you are to do.
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Lesson 3:
God’s Power for
God’s People

a way to save money for a car. It would take
many months. Suddenly, a friend gave them a
car! God used their friend to help them. God
did this. It was dramatic! Katie knew God
controls all things.
The Egyptians had about 2,000 gods.
They believed these gods controlled
everything. They wanted blessings from their
gods. But their gods were powerless. Only the
one true God has power. He is in control of

Bible Text
Exodus 5:1-2; 7:14-18; 8:1-3, 16, 20-21; 9:1-4,
8-9, 13-18, 25-26; 10:3-11, 21-22, 28-29; 11:1-5
Memory Verse
“Then the Lord gave the people favor in the eyes
of the Egyptians. And the man Moses was
respected in the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 11:3a)

everything. God wanted the Egyptians to
know Him. He wanted them to know He is
the Lord of all nations. God wants the same
for people today.
A Challenge to Fight (5:1-2)

Word List
dramatic: exciting
demand: ask urgently, insist
impressed: influenced
displayed: showed
plagues: great trouble
“Oh, Gran, ‘It was a God thing!’” Katie

Moses and his brother Aaron had
courage. They went to Pharaoh with a
demand fr om “the Lord, the God of Israel.”
Pharaoh had power. He was a god. But he
didn’t kill Moses and Aaron. He heard their
demand.

exclaimed. I knew what my granddaughter

But Pharaoh wasn’t impressed. He did

meant. I often hear young people say this

not know the Hebrews’ god or believe their

when they see something dramatic happen. A

god had power. The Hebrews were lowly

prayer is answered. A need is met. A life is

slaves! To Pharaoh, this meant their god was

saved. And they know God did it. God is

weak. He did not protect his people. Their

powerful. They know God acts for them.

god could not stand against the Egyptian

Katie explained. Their family needed an
extra car. Three teenagers needed to go many

gods.
God let Pharaoh keep his hard heart.

places. Mom and Dad needed to go to work.

But He would show His power. He would

They needed three cars! Their family planned

show the gods of Egypt were powerless. God
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still shows His power every day. He shows it
in big and little ways. He is the only true God.
The True God Revealed
(selected verses from Exodus 7, 8, 9, 11)
God displayed his power in Egypt. He

go, but he didn’t. His heart was hard.
Plague #3—biting insects (8:16)
Egyptians believed Geb was the father of
many gods. They believed he controlled what
came up from the ground. God told Aaron to

showed His power over all the earth. God

hit the ground with his stick. Biting insects

brought plagues on the Egyptians. Each one

came up from the ground. They bit people and

had a meaning. Each one showed God’s

animals. Pharaoh’s court magicians could not

power over the gods of Egypt. They showed

do this. This showed that God, not Geb, had

that God is the only true God.

power. Pharaoh’s heart was still hard.

Plague #1—water to blood (7:14-18)

Plague #4—flies (8:20-21) Egyptians

Hap was a powerful Egyptian god. He ruled

believed flies brought good luck. Flies made

the great river Nile. Egyptians believed every

the people hopeful. They needed some good

living thing came from the Nile. So God

luck. The God of Moses and Aaron was

began there. He showed His power. He turned causing them trouble. But the flies were
everywhere—in the houses and ground! But
the water to blood. The fish died. There was
no water to help crops grow. People could not no flies were in the houses of the Israelites.
God protected His people. He showed His
drink the water. Pharaoh saw what God did.
He knew his court magicians could do magic,

power over the Egyptian gods. Pharaoh didn’t

too. He went home. His heart was hard.

let the people go because his heart was hard.

Plague #2—frogs (8:1-3) Heket was a

Plague #5—death of livestock (9:1-4)

powerful frog goddess. Egyptians believed

Hathor was the goddess of cattle and

frogs meant new life. They believed frogs

livestock. Egyptians believed she gave divine

helped women have babies. They believed

milk to all life. But Hathor was powerless

frogs made the soil rich. At first, the people

before God. God brought a bad disease on all

were happy to see the frogs. Before long, the

the animals in the field. The animals of Egypt

frogs were everywhere! Pharaoh knew his

died. But none of Israel’s animals died.

court magicians could do magic, too. But he

Pharaoh still did not fear God. He did not let

didn’t want the frogs in his house. He asked

the people go. He kept his heart hard.

Moses to pray that God would take the frogs
away. Pharaoh said he would let the people

Plague #6—skin disease (9:8-9)
Egyptians believed that false gods caused pain
or brought healing. But these gods had no
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power before God. Ashes, like fine dust, fell

Moses again! His heart became even harder.

on the people. The dust caused painful sores.

Plague #10—death of firstborns

Even the court magicians had sores. But

(11:1-5) Only the god Pharaoh was left. All

Pharaoh continued to have a hard heart.

other gods had proved powerless before God.

Plague #7—hail (9:13-18, 25-26)

Now Egypt was helpless. God took the life of

Pharaoh disobeyed six times. Now God

Pharaoh’s oldest son. Finally, Pharaoh obeyed

brought a heavy hailstorm. Moses warned the

God’s command. He let the Israelites go.

people what would happen. Some people
moved their livestock to safety. Others lost
everything. Pharaoh did not let the people go.
His heart stayed hard.

Things to Remember
God is all-powerful. My granddaughter,
Katie, knows God acted in her family’s life.

Plague #8—locusts (10:3-11) Min was

The Israelites knew God acted to save them,

the Egyptian god of crops and rain. This god

too. Christians today see God lead, help, and

had no power before God. God brought

equip them. God is living and working. He

locusts to eat the crops. No plants, no

acts to save people from slavery to sin. Are

vegetables or fruits, were safe from the

you trusting God’s love and power to save

locust. Pharaoh responded with a hard heart

you? He is Lord of all.

again. This time God did not let Pharaoh
change his mind. Now God would bring even
greater plagues on Egypt.
Plague #9—darkness (10:21-22, 28-29)
The sun god Ra and the moon god Thoth
ranked high among the Egyptian gods. God
brought darkness on all Egypt. Ra and Toth
were powerless to make the darkness leave.
Pharaoh was angry. He never wanted to see

Things to Think About
1. Do you regularly see “God things” in your life?
2. Should you pray more for “eyes to see” and “ears
to hear?”
3. Is there an oppression from which you need God’s
deliverance?
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Exodus 5:1-2; 7:14-18; 8:1-3, 16, 20-21;
9:1-4, 8-9, 13-18, 25-26;
10:3-11, 21-22, 28-29; 11:1-5
5:1 After this, Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh
and said, “The Lord, the God of Israel, says this:
‘Let My people go, that they may have a special
supper to honor Me in the desert.’”
2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I
should obey Him and let Israel go? I do not know
the Lord. And I will not let Israel go.”
7:14 The Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is
not changed. He will not let the people go.
15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning when he is
going out to the water. Wait for him beside the
Nile River. Take in your hand the special stick
that became a snake.
16 And say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the
Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let My people
go, so they may worship Me in the desert. But
see, you have not yet listened.”
17 So the Lord says, “By this you will know that
I am the Lord. I will hit the water of the Nile with
the special stick that is in my hand. And the water
will be changed to blood.
18 The fish that are in the Nile will die. And the
Nile will have a bad smell. The Egyptians will
not be able to drink water from the Nile.”’”
8:1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh
and say to him, ‘The Lord says this: “Let My
people go, so they may worship Me.
2 But if you will not let them go, I will bring
trouble to your whole country with frogs.
3 The Nile will be full of frogs. They will come
up and go in your house and in your room and on
your bed. They will come in the houses of your
servants and on your people. They will come in
your stoves and in your bread dough.
16 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron,
‘Put out your special stick and hit the dust of the
earth. It will become lice through all the land of
Egypt.’”

20 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Get up early in
the morning and wait for Pharaoh as he goes out
to the water. Say to him, ‘The Lord says this: “Let
My people go, so they may worship Me.
21 For if you will not let My people go, I will send
many flies upon you and upon your servants and
upon your people and into your houses. The
houses of the Egyptians will be full of flies, and
also the ground will be covered with them.
9:1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh
and say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the
Hebrews, says this: “Let My people go, so they
may worship Me.
2 For if you will not let them go, and still hold
them,
3 the hand of the Lord will come with a very bad
disease on your animals in the field: on the horses,
the donkeys, the camels, the cattle and the flocks.
4 But the Lord will divide the animals of Israel
from the animals of Egypt. So nothing will die of
all that belongs to the people of Israel.”’”
8 Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Fill
your hands with ashes from a stove. Let Moses
throw them toward the sky in front of Pharaoh.
9 And it will become fine dust over all the land of
Egypt and will become bad sores on man and
animal through all the land of Egypt.”
13 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Get up early in
the morning and stand in front of Pharaoh and say
to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says
this: “Let My people go, so they may worship Me.
14 For this time I will send all My troubles on you
and your servants and your people. So you may
know that there is no one like Me in all the earth.
15 For by now I could have put out My hand and
hit you and your people with much trouble and
great suffering. You would then have been
destroyed from the earth.
16 But I have let you live so you could see My
power and so My name may be honored through
all the earth.
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17 But you still use your power against My
people by not letting them go.
18 About this time tomorrow I will send a very
heavy hail such as has never been seen in Egypt
from the day it began until now.
25 The hail hit all that was in the field through all
the land of Egypt, both man and animal. The hail
hit every plant of the field and broke down every
tree of the field.
26 Only in the land of Goshen where the people
of Israel were, there was no hail.
10:3 Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh. They
said to him, “The Lord, the God of the Hebrews,
says this: ‘How long will you hold your pride
before Me? Let My people go, so they may
worship Me.
4 If you will not let My people go, tomorrow I
will bring locusts into your country.
5 They will cover the land, so no one will be able
to see the ground. They will eat what is left for
you after the hail. They will eat every tree of
yours that grows in the field.
6 They will fill your houses, and the houses of
your servants, and the houses of all the Egyptians.
Your fathers and your grandfathers have never
seen such a thing from the day they were born
until this day.’” Then Moses turned and left
Pharaoh.
7 Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long will
this man bring trouble to us? Let the men go, so
they may worship the Lord their God. Do you not
yet understand that Egypt is destroyed?”
8 So Moses and Aaron were brought again to
Pharaoh. He said to them, “Go and worship the
Lord your God. But who will be going?”
9 Moses said, “We will go with our young and
our old, our sons and our daughters, and our
flocks and cattle. For we must make a special
supper to the Lord.”
10 Then Pharaoh said to them, “Let the Lord be
with you if I ever let you go with your little ones!
See, you have something bad in mind.

11 No! You men go and worship the Lord. For
that is what you want.” And Moses and Aaron
were sent away from Pharaoh.
21 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Put out your
hand toward the sky. And there will be darkness
over the land of Egypt, a darkness people will
feel.”
22 So Moses put out his hand toward the sky.
And there was darkness in all the land of Egypt
for three days.
28 Pharaoh said to Moses, “Go away from me!
Make sure that you do not see my face again! For
the day you see my face again, you will die!”
29 Moses said, “You are right. I will never see
your face again.”
11:1 The Lord said to Moses, “I will bring trouble
upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt one more time.
After that he will let you go. He will not only let
you go, but he will make you leave.
2 Tell the people that each man should ask his
neighbor and each woman ask her neighbor for
things made of silver and gold.”
3 Then the Lord gave the people favor in the eyes
of the Egyptians. And the man Moses was
respected in the land of Egypt, in the eyes of
Pharaoh’s servants and the people.
4 Moses said, “The Lord says this: ‘About
midnight I will go through Egypt.
5 And all the first-born in the land of Egypt will
die, from the first-born of Pharaoh who sits on his
throne to the first-born of the servant girl grinding
the grain, and even the first-born of the cattle.
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life helps our family love God as Jim loved
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Lesson 4:
A Dangerous Journey

God.
The Passover celebration helped the
Israelites remember their past. It helped them
remember their new life. They were slaves.
Now they were free. They were the nation and
people of God. They should celebrate!
The Passover Event (12:1-13)
God gave detailed instructions to the

Bible Text
Exodus 12:1-14, 24-27; 13:8-9
Memory Verse
“For on this same day I brought your family
groups out of the land of Egypt. So all of you
must remember this day as a law
forever.” (Exodus 12:17b)
Word List
awesome: excellent
identified: related, shared with
judgment: a sentence of a court
ruined: destroyed
seizing: taking advantage of
My husband loved Almond Joy candy

people. Everything had meaning. Everything
pointed to Jesus’ sacrificial death. He would
save people from sin. But the Israelites did
not understand this deeper meaning. They
wanted salvation from slavery. They had to
have faith. They had to obey. They had to
follow God’s instructions to be saved.
The people prepared a Passover meal.
Their new day began at sundown. So at night,
they killed a lamb, a perfect animal in good
health. The people worked fast. They roasted
the lamb whole. They ate the cooked meat.
They burned the left-overs. They identified

bars. He ate many of them during his 18-

with the death of the animal. The blood of the

month-long battle with cancer.

animal meant they were pure before God.

Since his death, Almond Joy candy

The people ate bitter plants with the

bars help our family remember our beloved

meat. The bitterness helped them remember

Jim. We share Almond Joys with each other

the bitterness of slavery. The women made

on his birthday. At Christmas, we put Almond bread without yeast. There was no time to
wait for bread to rise. Yeast was a symbol of
Joys in our presents to each other. Almond
Joys are sweet. They help us remember Jim.

sin. It spreads quickly. This night they must

We thank God for his life. Remembering his

be free from sin.
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Through Moses, God told the people to

wanted His people to remember what He did

paint blood on the doorways of their houses.

for them. Each family should pass the story

This was not to keep away evil spirits. It was

along to their children. They should celebrate

to prepare the homes for the Lord’s presence.

the Passover every year. This would help

The blood was a sign of God’s protection over

them remember. It would help them keep His

those in the home. The blood of the sacrificial

awesome deeds fr esh in their hear ts and

lamb would save them from death.

minds.

By eating the Passover meal, the

Later God gave His laws to the people.

Israelites showed their trust in God. God

He gave instructions to parents. He said they

promised to save them. He promised to bring

should do their best to teach the laws to their

them out of slavery. He would keep His

children. This is what He told them: “Talk

promise. The people followed God’s

about them when you sit in your house and

instructions. They dressed to travel. They

when you walk on the road and when you lie

waited. God would come and save them.

down and when you get up” (Deuteronomy

The night of the Passover brought

6:7b). Talking about God’s laws would help

freedom for the Israelites who were slaves. It

the people remember. It would help them be

was God’s final victory over the gods of

obedient. The same is true for believers today.

Egypt. Pharaoh believed he was god. His

We should make talking about God a part of

people believed he was god. But this night

our daily lives.

they fell under God’s judgment.
Their firstborn and the firstborn of their

One Bible teacher tells this story. Her
dad was walking through a rose garden with

animals were killed. God showed his power

his four-year-old granddaughter. Seizing a

over all things. He showed His power over the

teachable moment, he pointed to a blossom

physical and the spiritual. The Passover helps

and said, “God made the flowers. Thank you,

us remember that God is the only true God.

God, for this pretty rose.” Grabbing his hand,

Only He can act to save or to judge.

the granddaughter pulled him to the next bush.
She cried, “Look, Granddad, God made

A Lasting Remembrance
(12:14, 24-27; 13:8-9)
The Passover was a mighty act of God.
But even mighty acts may be forgotten. As
time goes by, it is harder to remember. God

another one!” Before the walk was over they
had thanked God for almost every bloom in
the garden.
Children see faith when it is part of our
everyday lives. God is present and active in
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everything that happens. Parents show their
faith when they read the Bible. They show
their faith when they act with love in every
situation. They show their faith when they
obey God’s laws. In this way, parents pass
their faith on to their children—and to their
children’s children.
Things to Remember
Following God’s instructions was
important for the Israelites. It showed they
had faith. They saw God do mighty things.
They saw His power. Egypt was ruined, but
they were safe. God protected them. God
wants all believers to have faith—and to
follow His instructions. When we obey, we
show that we trust God’s leadership in our
lives.
This kind of obedience brings the
power of God into our lives. This kind of
obedience changes things. This kind of
obedience shows others about God’s power.
This is what God wants for our lives today.

Things to Think About
1. How does following God’s instructions show that
the Israelites had faith?
2. Has God instructed you to do something that you
have not yet done?
3. In what way does the Exodus story affect your
faith?
4. What actions can you take to help you remember
the Lord more?
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Exodus 12:1-14, 24-27; 13:8-9
1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land
of Egypt,
2 “This month will be the beginning of months. It
will be the first month of the year to you.
3 Speak to the people of Israel when they are
gathered together. Tell them that on the tenth day
of this month, every man must take a lamb for
those of his father’s house, a lamb for each
house.
4 If those in the house are too few to eat a lamb,
let him and his nearest neighbor take the right
amount for the number of people. Divide the
lamb by how much each can eat.
5 Your lamb must be perfect, a male lamb one
year old. You may take it from the sheep or the
goats.
6 Keep it until the fourteenth day of the same
month. Then all the people of Israel are to kill it
in the evening.
7 Then they must take some of the blood and put
it on the wood pieces at the sides and top of the
door of each house where they will eat it.
8 They must eat the meat that same night, made
ready over a fire. They will eat it with bread
made without yeast and with bitter plants.
9 Do not eat any of it if it is not cooked or if it is
made ready by boiling. But cook it over a fire, its
head, legs and inside parts.
10 Do not save any of it until morning. Burn with
fire whatever is left of it before morning.
11 “Eat it with your shoes on your feet and your
walking stick in your hand. And you must eat it
in a hurry. It is the time the Lord will pass over.
12 For I will go through the land of Egypt on that
night. And I will kill all the first-born in the land

of Egypt, both man and animal. I will punish all
the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord.
13 But the blood will mark for you the houses
where you live. When I see the blood I will pass
over you. And no trouble will come upon you to
destroy you when I punish the land of Egypt.
14 “This day will be for you to remember. You
must remember it by having a special supper in
honor to the Lord. All of you must keep it as a law
forever.
24 You must remember this as a law for you and
your children forever.
25 You must remember this special time when
you go to the land that the Lord has promised to
give you.
26 When your children ask you, ‘What does this
special time mean to you?’
27 you will say, ‘It is a Passover gift to the Lord.
Because He passed over the houses of the people
of Israel in Egypt. He killed the Egyptians but
saved our homes.’” And the people bowed to the
ground and worshiped.
13:8 You will say to your son on that day, ‘It is
because of what the Lord did for me when I came
out of Egypt.’
9 It will be a special mark on your hand and on
your forehead to make people remember, that the
Law of the Lord is to be in your mouth. For the
Lord brought you out of Egypt with a powerful
hand.
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Lesson 5:
Questions and Faith

Bad things piled up on them. This can happen
to anyone. At these times, it is easy for
Christians to question God. Does He know
about our situation? Does He care? Why isn’t
He helping? How can we move forward?
Shortly after leaving slavery in Egypt,
the Israelites felt this way. Their situation
seemed to go from bad to worse. They faced a
difficult situation. Pharaoh changed his mind.

Bible Text
Exodus 14:1-4, 10-31
Memory Verse
““And the people had fear of the Lord. They
believed in the Lord and in His servant
Moses.” (Exodus 14:31b).
Word List
desperate: dangerous
detours: alternate routes
obstacles: barriers
piled up: stacked up, accumulated
rebuke: scold, criticize
situations: conditions
Life situations can sometimes go from
bad to worse. My friend was a stay-at-home
mom. She stayed home with her five children.
Then her husband lost his job. The family had
no income. They had little money to live on.
Many months passed. Finally, the father got
another job. The family’s financial situation
looked brighter. Then the father had a heart
attack. It happened suddenly. My friend’s
husband died.
Bad things happened to this family.

He did not want to let the Israelites go. They
faced a sea in front of them. Behind them
were Pharaoh and his army. The Israelites
questioned God. How could they move
forward?
Questioning Instructions (14:1-4)
God gave instructions to Moses. He
had a specific path for the Israelites. He said
they should “set up their tents by the sea.”
God also told Moses about Pharaoh’s army
following them. Moses surely questioned
God’s instructions. The sea and Pharaoh’s
army were obstacles to the land God had
promised. How were they to get around these
obstacles?
Believers today seek to follow God.
We may face obstacles. We question how to
get around the obstacles. Eventually, we may
learn that the obstacles are part of God’s
purpose. Obstacles can be like detours. In
God’s wisdom, the detours are used for our
own good. Detours can grow our faith.
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A Desperate Situation (14:10-14)
The Israelites saw the Egyptian army

He was the true God.
Today, too, Christians must step out

coming near. Their situation was desperate.

and follow God’s instructions. We must trust

Their questions turned into fear. They were

God when we face obstacles. It will help

going to die! Moses brought them here to die!

others see that God is the true God.

Wasn’t it better to die in slavery in Egypt?
Fear caused them to forget. They forgot their

A Divine Intervention (14:21-31)

hard lives in Egypt. They forgot God’s power.

What a dramatic scene unfolded as the

Moses was a good leader. He was

Israelites faced the Red Sea! God told Moses

patient with the people. He did not rebuke

to put out his hand over the sea. “And the

them for their lack of faith. He spoke calmly.

Lord moved the sea all night by a strong east

He told them God would save them. God had

wind. So the waters were divided. And the

turned the Nile into blood. This same God

people of Israel went through the sea on dry

would save them. Moses told them not to fear.

land.” The Israelites crossed the sea on dry
ground! And what happened next? The

A Call to Act in Faith (14:15-20)

Egyptian army followed them onto the dry

God gave new instructions to the

ground. Suddenly God released the waters of

Israelites. He told them they must act! They
must get out of their desperate situation. God

the sea. The Egyptian army was destroyed.
What a sight! Can you imagine the

told them, “Move on!” “Keep going!” They

Israelites walking between walls of water? Or

had to act in faith. God gave them a sign of

the Israelites seeing what God did and

His presence. A cloud moved between the

believing in Him? God showed His great

Israelites and the Egyptians. It made darkness

power. The people questioned, but they

for the Egyptians. It made light for the

followed in faith. That is what God honors.

Israelites. God’s presence gave them courage
to act.

Things to Remember
God was going to help the Israelites. He

Having faith doesn’t mean that we

was going to show His power. The people

never question. Moses and the Israelite people

didn’t know the path around the obstacles.

questioned God. Yet, they acted in faith. They

God knew the path. The people needed to

followed God’s instructions. Life situations

step out and do what God said. They had to

are sometimes hard. We face difficulties. God

trust God. God wanted the Egyptians to know

sometimes leads us into difficult situations.
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He doesn’t always give us answers.
Questioning can cause our faith to grow if we
are sincerely seeking God.
The true enemy of faith is not
questioning. The true enemy of faith is fear.
Fear causes us to look inward, not God-ward.
Often, we try to overcome situations in our
own strength. Faith is something different.
Faith helps us step out and follow. God holds
us up. And we grow stronger.

Things to Think About
1. What thing has God asked you to do that you
fear?
2. What do you do when you feel you can’t move
forward?
3. Do you know someone questioning God whom
you can help?
4. What question would you most like to ask God?

Exodus 14:1-4, 10-31
1 Then the Lord said to Moses,
2 “Tell the people of Israel to turn around and
set up their tents in front of Pi-hahiroth,
between Migdol and the sea. Set up your tents
in front of Baal-zephon, beside the sea.
3 For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel,
‘They have lost their way. The desert has shut
them in.’
4 I will make Pharaoh’s heart hard. And he
will try to catch them. So I will be honored
through Pharaoh and his whole army. Then
the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.”
And they did so.
10 When Pharaoh came near, the people of
Israel looked and saw the Egyptians coming
after them. And they were filled with fear and
cried out to the Lord.
11 Then they said to Moses, “Is it because
there were no graves in Egypt that you have
taken us away to die in the desert? What have
you done to us, in bringing us out of Egypt?
12 Did we not tell you in Egypt, ‘Leave us
alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? It would
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians
than to die here.”
13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not be
afraid! Be strong, and see how the Lord will
save you today. For the Egyptians you have
seen today, you will never see again.
14 The Lord will fight for you. All you have
to do is keep still.”
15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you
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cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to keep
going.
16 Lift up your special stick and put out your
hand over the sea, and divide it. Then the
people of Israel will go through the sea on dry
land.
17 I will make the Egyptians’ hearts hard, so
they will go after them. And I will be honored
through Pharaoh and his whole army, his warwagons and his horsemen.
18 The Egyptians will know that I am the
Lord when I am honored through Pharaoh, his
war-wagons and his horsemen.”
19 Then the Angel of God, who had been
going in front of the army of Israel, moved
and went behind them. The cloud moved from
the front of them and stood behind them.
20 It came between the army of Egypt and the
army of Israel. There was the cloud and the
darkness, yet it gave light at night. And the
one army did not come near the other all
night.
21 Then Moses put out his hand over the sea.
And the Lord moved the sea all night by a
strong east wind. So the waters were divided.
22 And the people of Israel went through the
sea on dry land. The waters were like a wall
to them on their right and on their left.
23 Then the Egyptians followed them. All
Pharaoh’s horses and war-wagons and
horsemen went in the sea after them.
24 In the morning hours, the Lord looked
down on the Egyptian army through the fire
and cloud. And He made the Egyptian army
afraid.

25 He made the wheels of their war-wagons
come off, so it was hard for the wagons to be
moved. So the Egyptians said, “Let us run
away from Israel. For the Lord is fighting for
them against the Egyptians.”
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Put out your
hand over the sea. And the waters will flow
over the Egyptians, and over their war-wagons
and their horsemen.”
27 And when the morning came, the Egyptians
ran into the wall of water as the sea returned to
the way it was before. The Lord destroyed the
Egyptians in the sea.
28 The waters returned and covered the warwagons and the horsemen and Pharaoh’s
whole army that had gone in the sea after
them. Not even one of them was left.
29 But the people of Israel walked on dry land
through the sea. The waters were like a wall to
them on their right and on their left.
30 So the Lord saved Israel that day from the
Egyptians. And Israel saw the Egyptians dead
beside the sea.
31 Israel saw the great power which the Lord
had used against the Egyptians. And the
people had fear of the Lord. They believed in
the Lord and in His servant Moses.
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Adult Bible Study

could not speak the language. We were
scared. The children were thirsty. It was very

in Simplified English

hot. My husband and I complained to each

Exodus: Freely Living
in God’s Promises

other. We complained to God. Suddenly we

Lesson 6:
Making Bitterness Sweet
and Emptiness Full

helped us. He put us in his military car. He

Bible Text
Exodus 15:22 to 16:18

heard someone speaking English. This person
took us to the home of a missionary. God
provided for our need. We were so thankful!
Water in the Desert (15:22-27)
At the Red Sea, God saved Israel from
Pharaoh. Moses led the people away from the

Memory Verse
“And in the morning you will see the greatness of
the Lord.” Exodus 16:7a

Red Sea. They were going to the land God

Word List
abundantly: generously, fully
complained: expressed unhappiness
desert: dry land
longed: wished for
satisfy: put an end to, fulfill
solution: an answer

there. No water was there. The people had no

My husband and I prepared carefully
for the long sea voyage to Vietnam. We knew
God called us to foreign missions. We trusted
God to provide for all our needs. We left San
Francisco on a big ship. I quickly became
seasick. Before arriving in Hawaii, one of our
three sons became sick with the mumps. On
the high seas, we passed through heavy
storms. Then my husband became seasick.
Finally, we reached Vietnam. But there
was no one at the airport to meet us. We

promised them. They walked for three days.
They walked in a desert. No people were
water to drink. This was a big problem. The
children were thirsty. The animals were
thirsty. The grown-up people were worried.
They complained to Moses.
They came to a place called Marah.
There was water at Marah. The people wanted
to drink the water. But they could not drink it.
It was bitter. The people complained. What
were they to do? They needed water!
This was God’s test for the people. He
used their thirst to test them. He wanted them
to pass the test. He wanted them to trust Him.
The people felt God did not provide for
their need. Maybe they tried to fix the water.
Maybe they tried to boil it. Maybe they put
things in the water. But the people could not
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make the water sweet. Only God could make

the “good old days” back in Egypt. In Egypt

the water sweet. He wanted them to

they had plenty of food.

understand. He saved them from Pharaoh.

This was another one of God’s tests for

Now He wanted them to trust Him again.

the people. He used their hunger to test them.

God had a solution to their problem.
His solution was strange: Throw part of a tree
into the water. God’s solution was simple. It

He wanted them to pass the test. He wanted
them to trust Him.
God sometimes tests us. He allows us

did not make sense. God wanted the people to

to experience difficult times. He wants us to

do the simple thing He asked. He was testing

trust Him in the difficult times. He wants us to

their obedience.

remember how he met our needs in the past.

The people passed the test. God led

Moses reminded the people that God

them to Elim, a place with much water. There

was leading them. God would once again

were twelve wells of fresh water and seventy

show His power. He would once again meet

trees. The trees provided shade from the desert

their need. Moses told them their complaint

sun. God provided abundantly!

was against God. God heard their complaint.

Problems always test our faith. And

He would provide meat and bread for their

God always has a solution. The solution may

hunger. God wanted the people to trust Him

be a simple thing. God wants us to obey and

for all their needs.

do the simple thing He asks.
Food in the Desert (16:9-18)
The People Complain Again
and God Answers (16:1-8)
God provided water. Now the people
were without food. They left Egypt many days
ago. The food they brought with them was
gone. They were beginning to be hungry.
They were following God. Yet once again
they were in need.
The people began to complain. They
forgot their past. They forgot that God brought
them out of Egypt. They forgot He provided
water for them in the desert. They longed for

God provided food in the desert. This
was another test. He sent quail to cover the
grounds in the evening. He sent small white
pieces to cover the grounds in the morning.
The people did not know what the pieces
were. Moses told them it was bread from God.
So what was this test? Every morning
each family should gather enough for that day.
They should not save any for tomorrow. The
people needed to trust God to send more the
next day. They needed to trust God to provide.
God provided enough food to satisfy the
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hunger of all the people.
Moses continued to lead the people to
the land God promised them. God continued
to provide meat, bread, and water. And,
sadly, the people continued to complain.
We read this story and see the people’s
lack of faith. But how different are we? Do
we fail to see the many ways God provides
for our needs? Do we trust Him to meet our
needs when we face problems?
Things to Remember
We show our true faith when we are in
the desert of life. Sometimes we can’t fix our
situation. All we can do is trust God to step in
and help. Ephesians 3:20 reminds us that
“God is able to do much more than we ask or
think.” God knows what we need. But He
sometimes allows us to be in need. He wants
us to trust Him in our need.

Things to Think About
1. How has God helped you with problems in the
past?
2. Do you trust God first or try to fix problems
yourself?
3. What difficult problem do you face now? How can
you trust God to provide?
4. What can you do to complain less?

Exodus 15:22 to 16:18
22 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea.
They went into the Desert of Shur. They went
three days in the desert and found no water.
23 When they came to Marah, they could not
drink the water of Marah because it was bitter.
So it was given the name Marah.
24 The people complained to Moses, saying,
“What can we drink?”
25 Moses cried to the Lord, and the Lord
showed him a tree. He threw it into the water,
and the water became sweet.
There the Lord made a Law for them and
tested them.
26 He said, “Listen well to the voice of the
Lord your God. Do what is right in His eyes.
Listen to what He tells you, and obey all His
Laws. If you do this, I will put none of the
diseases on you which I have put on the
Egyptians. For I am the Lord Who heals you.”
27 Then they came to Elim, where there were
twelve wells of water and seventy trees. They
set up their tents there beside the water.
16:1 All the people of Israel left Elim, and
came to the Desert of Sin, between Elim and
Sinai. It was the fifteenth day of the second
month after they left the land of Egypt.
2 And all the people of Israel complained
against Moses and Aaron in the desert,
3 saying, “We should have died by the Lord’s
hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the
pots of meat and ate all the bread we wanted.
For you have brought us out into this desert to
kill all of us with hunger.”
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, I will
rain bread from heaven for you. The people
will go out and gather a day’s share every day,
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so I may test them to see if they will follow
My Law or not.
5 On the sixth day they are to bring in twice
as much as they gather each day.”
6 So Moses and Aaron said to the people of
Israel, “This evening you will know that the
Lord has brought you out of the land of
Egypt.
7 And in the morning you will see the
greatness of the Lord. For He hears your
complaining against the Lord. What are we,
that you complain against us?”
8 Moses said, “The Lord is giving you meat
to eat in the evening and all the bread you
want in the morning. For He hears how you
complain against Him. What are we? You
complain not against us, but against the
Lord.”
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to all the
people of Israel, ‘Come near to the Lord, for
He has heard your complaining.’”
10 When Aaron spoke to all the people of
Israel, they looked toward the desert. And
they saw in the cloud the shining-greatness of
the Lord.
11 The Lord said to Moses,
12 “I have heard the complaining of the
people of Israel. Say to them, ‘In the evening
you will eat meat, and in the morning you will
be filled with bread. Then you will know that
I am the Lord your God.’”
13 In the evening quails came and covered the
place where the people were staying. And in
the early morning a little water was around
the tents.
14 When the water had gone, there were
small white pieces all over the ground of the
desert.

15 When the people of Israel saw it, they said
to one another, “What is it?” For they did not
know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is
the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.
16 This is what the Lord has told you to do:
‘Every man gather as much of it as he can eat.
Take a jar for every person that each of you
has in his tent.’”
17 The people did so. Some gathered much
and some less.
18 When they saw how much they had, he
who had gathered much had no more than
what was needed. And he who had gathered
less had enough. Every man gathered as much
as he could eat.
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Exodus: Freely Living
in God’s Promises

Lesson 7:
Meeting God
on the Mountain
Bible Text
Exodus 19:1-12, 16-22
Memory Verse
“He set the people apart to be holy.”
(Exodus 19:14)
Word List
deal: agreement
equipment: gear, material
humbly: lowly
relief: ease
respect: regard, admiration
sight: view
warned: cautioned, advised

cell phone. Later we had to stop at Walmart.
We needed to buy socks. My son forgot his
socks. We prepared for the trip, but we didn’t
prepare well enough.
Worshiping God requires preparation,
too. When we worship, we meet with God.
When we prepare, our worship is good. So we
need to prepare. We need to prepare our
hearts. We need to remember that God wants
to speak with us. We need to prepare to listen.
We need to remember God’s greatness.
The Israelites met God at a mountain.
God wanted to speak to them. They needed to
prepare for the meeting. They needed to
prepare to worship God. On the mountain,
they would worship God.
God Offers an Agreement (19:1-6)
God guided the people out of Egypt. He
guided them through the desert. He provided
food and water for them. He kept them safe.
Now they arrived at the mountain. Moses, no

A trip to the mountains requires a lot of

doubt, felt relief. He was glad to be at the

preparation. Our family learned this. We

mountain. He went up the mountain to meet

needed to take enough food for a week. We

with God.

needed to take warm clothing. We needed ski

God spoke with Moses. He told Moses

equipment. We needed to r emember to

about the agreement. He wanted the people to

stop the mail. We needed to turn the house

listen and to obey His voice. Then He would

heat down.

bless them. Then He would provide for them

We tried to prepare for everything.
Finally, we were on our way. Then my son
remembered something. He didn’t have his

and protect them.
God said Israel had a special role: Y ou
will belong to me from among all nations.
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You will be to Me a nation of religious

remember that, too.

leaders, a holy nation. Israel was close to

The people prepared to meet God. God

God’s heart. He had a special purpose for the

told them how. They should get rid of

Israelite people. He had a special purpose for

uncleanness. They should wash their clothes.

the nation of Israel. Every person could speak

They should not have sex. They should not

with God as a religious leader could. As a

touch the mountain. God would come down

holy nation, Israel could teach the nations of

from the mountain.

the world about God. As a holy nation, Israel
could call others to follow God. If they did

God Approaches the People (19:16-22)

these things, God would bless them. He would
provide and protect them.
They could obey God. But what would

God came down the mountain! He
came down in the sight of all the people. What
a scene there was! There was thunder and

they choose? The question remained. W ould

lightning. There was a cloud. There was the

God’s people choose to obey Him? There was

sound of a very loud horn. God came down

a big IF in the agreement. The people must

the mountain in fire. The mountain smoked. Is

obey God’s voice and keep God’s agreement.

there any wonder the people shook with fear?

That was the deal!

Moses led the people to the foot of the
mountain. God’s presence was there, but the

The People Respond
and Prepare to Meet God (19:7-12)
Moses came down from the mountain.
He told the people what God said. They
agreed fully. They agreed to keep their side of
the deal. Then Moses went back up the
mountain to tell God what the people said.
It may seem strange that Moses would
do so much going up and down the mountain.
But Moses was their leader. The people
needed to remember that. They needed to
respect Moses. The mountain separ ated the
people from God. God is personal, but He is
also separate from us. The people needed to

cloud hid Him. God spoke to Moses. He
warned again that no one should touch the
mountain. The people knew God was in their
midst, but He was separated from them, too.
God is always in our midst. We feel a
sense of mystery in His presence. Perhaps this
is so we will continue to seek Him. The God
we worship invites us to come close. Yet He
is completely other than us. He is separated
from us by His greatness. There is no one like
God.
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Things to Remember
How we come to God in worship is
important. The Bible tells us in Hebrews
4:14-16 that we can come to God with
complete trust. We can even call God our
Father.
But the Bible also tells us that God is
completely holy. Thus we should come to
Him humbly. He is the Almighty Creator of
heaven and earth. We are His creation in
whom He delights. He made us to reflect His
glory and goodness. We should prepare to
bow our hearts before our God who is so
great.
God wants to meet with us. He wants
to reveal Himself to us. He wants to meet our
needs. He will do these things if we are ready
to receive Him. What a great and glorious
God we love and serve!

Things to Think About
1. What words describe God for you? Do they match
the God in this scripture passage?
2. Ten minutes before a Sunday morning church
service, how do you prepare to worship?
3. What steps can you take to deepen your worship
experience?

Lesson 7 ● Page 37

Exodus 19:1-12, 16-22
1 In the third month after the people of Israel
left Egypt, they came to the Sinai Desert on
the same day.
2 They had left Rephidim and had come to
the Sinai Desert. There Israel set up their tents
in front of the mountain.
3 And Moses went up to God. The Lord
called to him from the mountain, saying, “Say
this to the house of Jacob and tell the people
of Israel:
4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians,
and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and
brought you to Myself.
5 Now then, if you will obey My voice and
keep My agreement, you will belong to Me
from among all nations. For all the earth is
Mine.
6 You will be to Me a nation of religious
leaders, a holy nation.’ These are the words
you will speak to the people of Israel.”
7 So Moses came and called the leaders of the
people. He told them all these words which
the Lord had told him.
8 And all the people answered together and
said, “We will do all that the Lord has said!”
Then Moses went to tell the Lord what the
people had said.
9 The Lord said to Moses, “See, I will come
to you in a thick cloud. So the people may
hear when I speak with you, and may believe
you forever.” Then Moses told the Lord what
the people had said.
10 The Lord said to Moses, “Go to the
people. Today and tomorrow set them apart to
be holy. Have them wash their clothes.

11 And let them be ready for the third day. For
on the third day people will see the Lord come
down on Mount Sinai.
12 Let the people know the places all around
that they must not pass. Tell them, ‘Be careful
that you do not go up on the mountain or touch
any place around it. Whoever touches the
mountain will be put to death.
16 On the morning of the third day there was
thunder and lightning. A cloud covered the
mountain, and a very loud horn sounded. All
the people among the tents shook with fear.
17 Then Moses brought the people from
among the tents to meet God. They stood at
the base of the mountain.
18 Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the
Lord came down upon it in fire. Its smoke
went up like the smoke of a stove. And the
whole mountain shook.
19 The sound of the horn became louder and
louder. Moses spoke, and God answered him
with thunder.
20 Then the Lord came down upon Mount
Sinai, to the top of the mountain. The Lord
called Moses to the top of the mountain, and
he went up.
21 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down
and tell the people not to break through to look
at the Lord. For then many of them would be
destroyed.
22 Have the religious leaders who come near
to the Lord set themselves apart to be holy. Or
the Lord will go against them.”
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Exodus: Freely Living
in God’s Promises

Lesson 8:
God’s Instructions
for How to Live
Bible Text
Exodus 20:1-17

They want to teach their children how to live
well. They want their children to grow up and
honor God. They give rules to help their
children know how to live well.
Adults, too, must follow rules to live
well. We follow rules when we obey the laws.
We obey our state laws. We obey our national
laws. We follow rules at work. We have rules
in our families. We follow rules of behavior
toward others. Following rules helps us live
well and get along with others.
The Ten Commandments are God’s

Memory Verse
“Have no gods other than Me.” (Exodus 20:3)

rules for us. They instruct us how to live well.

Word List
behavior: the way a person acts
forbids: orders not to do something
frustrate: discourage, irritate
image: a likeness, picture
rhythm: pattern, pace
secure: safe
worthy: fit for praise

They instruct us how to relate to each other.

Kyle, Kurk, and Kent have the same

They help us know how to relate to God.
When we obey the Ten Commandments, we
help build strong communities. Strong
communities help build a strong nation.
A God Worthy to Obey (20:1-2)
God appeared in a cloud before the
Israelites. Then He moved again to the top of

father. They have the same mother. They

the mountain. Moses made another trip up the

have the same last name. They look very

mountain to speak with God. On this trip,

much like brothers. But my oldest son and my God gave Moses the Ten Commandments.
Moses came down the mountain to tell the
youngest son are very different. Kyle gives
his children lots of rules to follow. He
believes rules help children feel secure. Kent

people what God said.
First, God identified Himself. He was

gives his children few rules to follow. He

their God! He had a personal relationship

believes too many rules frustrate children.

with them. He delivered them from Egypt. He

Both my sons want to be good fathers.

delivered them from slavery. He saved them
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from Pharaoh. He was their God. He was

We should obey the one true God. He is

worthy to obey.

worthy to be obeyed.

In Egypt, the Israelites worked hard.

The second commandment forbids

They suffered. They were weak. The Egyptian

making an image of God. No one can put the

bosses were unkind. The Egyptians did not

greatness of God in an image. He wanted His

honor the true God. They worshiped many

people to seek His presence, not just His

gods. In the new land, God wanted things to

image.

be different. He gave the Ten Commandments

The third commandment forbids the

to show how things would be different. The

misuse of God’s name. Speaking God’s name

Ten Commandments would help the people

does not give people power. It does not show

know how to live well.

respect. God is holy. He is worthy of respect.

Ways to Honor a Worthy God (20:3-7)
All ten of the commandments show

Rest as Worship and Kindness (20:8-11)
The fourth commandment says the

how to live life well. The first four show how

people should keep the Day of Rest holy. This

to relate to God. The last six show how to

day was meant for worship and rest. One day

relate to people. The fourth commandment

each week, the people were not to work. They

shows how to relate to both God and others.

were not to make others work. The day of rest

The first commandment says the

was for all people. The Israelites were not to

Israelites should worship only God. In Egypt,

be like the Egyptians. In Egypt, the bosses had

people worshiped many gods. People in the

power. They worked the people hard. They

new land would also worship many gods. But

never gave the people rest.

Israel was to be different from other peoples.
Sadly, the Israelites did not always keep

In the new land, God wanted His
people to show respect. He wanted them to

this commandment. They sometimes sought

respect Him. He wanted them to respect each

help from other gods. They forgot that God

other. People should rest on the Day of Rest.

was their God. They forgot that only He could

People should also be kind and let others rest

help them.

on the Day of Rest. Work and rest are like a

Sometimes we are like the Israelites.

rhythm. The r hythm comes fr om God. He

We forget who God is. We seek help for life’s

created the world in six days. On the seventh

problems in other places. Only God can help

day, He rested.

us live well. We should have no other gods.

What does keeping a Day of Rest
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means to us today? It means we should honor
God’s rhythm. We should work, and we

community strong.
The tenth commandment talks about the

should rest. We should help others rest from

heart. Having a heart’s desire to get what

their work. We should honor God’s rhythm in

belongs to someone else is wrong. God wants

worship. We should use a day of rest to think

His people to show respect for others with

about God’s blessings. God blesses us with

their actions. He also wants them to guard the

work. He also blesses us with rest.

desires of their hearts. God wants people to
live well in all their relationships.

Reflecting God’s Kindness to Others
(20:12-17)
The fifth commandment says the
people should honor their parents. Families

Things to Remember
God wanted the Israelites to live life

are important. Children should remember and

well. The Ten Commandments helped them

respect their parents.

know how. They would be a strong

The sixth commandment forbids killing

community. They would be different from the

other people. God values life. He wants

Egyptians and other nations. God wanted them

people to value life as He does.

to reflect to others what He was like.

The seventh commandment forbids sex

The Ten Commandments help us know

sins. God is faithful. He wants His people to

how to live life well. We are in God’s

be faithful in relationships.

community. We should keep His

The eighth commandment forbids
stealing. A person’s property is part of him.
It is wrong to take what belongs to another.
The ninth commandment forbids
telling a lie. Telling the truth is what makes a

Things to Think About
1. Do you feel you are living your life well?
2. Are there things or people that you put before
God?
3.What are ways you can show more respect to
God? To others?
4. Which of the ten commandments do you find
hardest to keep?

commandments. We should live a life that
reflects who God is in everything we do.
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Exodus 20:1-17
1 Then God spoke all these words, saying,
2 “I am the Lord your God, Who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
where you were servants.
3 “Have no gods other than Me.
4 “Do not make for yourselves a god to look
like anything that is in heaven above or on the
earth below or in the waters under the earth.
5 “Do not worship them or work for them.
For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God. I
punish the children, even the greatgrandchildren, for the sins of their fathers
who hate Me.
6 But I show loving-kindness to thousands of
those who love Me and keep My Laws.
7 “Do not use the name of the Lord your God
in a false way. For the Lord will punish the
one who uses His name in a false way.
8 “Remember the Day of Rest, to keep it
holy.
9 Six days you will do all your work.
10 But the seventh day is a Day of Rest to the
Lord your God. You, your son, your daughter,
your male servant, your female servant, your
cattle, or the traveler who stays with you,
must not do any work on this day.
11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens,
the earth, the sea and all that is in them. And
He rested on the seventh day. So the Lord

gave honor to the Day of Rest and made it
holy.
12 “Honor your father and your mother, so
your life may be long in the land the Lord your
God gives you.
13 “Do not kill other people.
14 “Do not do sex sins.
15 “Do not steal.
16 “Do not tell a lie about your neighbor.
17 “Do not have a desire for your neighbor’s
house. Do not have a desire for his wife or his
male servant, his female servant, or his bull or
his donkey or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.”
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Exodus: Freely Living
in God’s Promises

Lesson 9:
Living Faithfully in
God’s Community
Bible Text
Exodus 21:1-2, 7-17, 22-27; 22:21 to 23:12

leave my garage door open. I can’t plant
flowers. At first, I didn’t like the laws. Then I
understood. People living in community need
laws. Laws help people show respect for
others. My community needs to be clean. My
community needs to look nice. When I follow
the laws of my community, I show respect. I
build my community.
Many Christians ask questions about
the laws in the Old Testament. They wonder
if obeying the laws is important. They ask if
the laws are right for people today. Should

Memory Verse
“Do not keep from doing what is right and fair in
trying to help a poor brother when he has a
problem.” (Exodus 23:6)

they still keep them? The laws in the Old

Word List
capital punishment: punishment by death
compassion: pity, sympathy
dignity: worth
economy: system of wealth in a community
generosity: rich and free giving
reflect: show, reveal

to others.

The small community of townhomes

Testament give examples. They show how
people should live to respect God. They show
how people can show kindness and generosity

Laws About Slavery (21:1-2, 7-11)
The Israelites knew about slavery. They
were slaves in Egypt. Now they had a new
life in a new land. Now they were farmers.

where I live has laws. Before I moved here, I

Farmers do hard work. Farmers need workers.

lived in a house. I took care of my house. I

Societies at that time practiced slavery. They

painted it when I wanted. I took care of my

did not think it was an evil practice. Slave

yard. I planted flowers where I wanted. I

workers helped a nation’s economy.

parked my car where I wanted. But in my new Sometimes a person agreed to become a slave
to pay a debt.
community of townhomes things are
different. I must obey the laws of the

In their new land, the Israelites would

community. I can’t park my car on the street.

practice slavery in a way that was kind. They

I can’t hang baskets on my porch. I can’t

would reflect God’s kindness to others. They
would be good to others as God was good to
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them. A male slave would serve six years.

baby, causing harm to slaves, and causing

Then the seventh year the master must let him

harm to animals. God wanted the Israelites to

go. The laws for female slaves were not as

live in a community of justice. Even today,

generous. But they did provide a way to care

having a just community means punishing

for females in slavery.

wrong-doers.

In the New Testament we read verses

Like the Israelites, we must work to

about slaves. Slaves were commanded to

build a just society. We must think about how

obey. Masters were commanded to be kind.

God wants us to live. We must choose life and

God says all people, slave or free, have

forgiveness as well as punishment.

dignity. The Isr aelites lived in one time and
place. We live in another time and place. We
should ask what we can do to reflect God’s
generosity toward others? What can we do to

Justice and Compassion
for All (22:21-23:12)
The laws of God reflect the compassion

change society so all people have dignity?

of God. God has compassion for all humanity

Penalties and Punishment (21:12-17, 22-27)

compassion, too. He wants His people to care

Some laws in the new land required
punishment by death. Death was the penalty
for killing another person, hitting one’s

and creation. He wants His people to have
for the poor. He wants His people to care for
others who are in a difficult situation.
Women whose husbands died had no

parents, kidnapping another person, and

property. Children whose parents died had no

cursing one’s parents. This was capital

one to care for them. The law said widows

punishment. When a per son did har m to

and orphans should be treated with

another, the penalty was to receive harm in

compassion. God warned that He would hear

return.

the cries of widows and orphans.

Cursing one’s parents meant formally

The law said foreigners should be

refusing to take care for them. Families

treated with compassion, too. The Israelites

needed children to look after their parents. Old

knew what it was like to be foreigners. They

parents needed children to care for them.

were foreigners in Egypt. Foreigners would

Cursing one’s parents was like letting one’s

not own property in the new land. Foreigners

parents die.

would need others to show them kindness.

Some laws did not require death as a
punishment: causing a woman to lose her

God wanted His people to reflect His
compassion to everyone, including foreigners.
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Some laws were meant to help the
poor. People with property should be fair in

Things to Remember
God’s laws were given to Israel at one

loaning money to poor people. They should

time and place. They show kindness,

be generous. The laws helped protect the

generosity, and compassion. God’s laws

poor. The laws helped build a just

helped Israel build a strong community. We

community.

should ask how these laws can help us build

God’s laws even protected land and

strong communities today. We can look at the

animals. Land and animals are part of God’s

life and work of Jesus. He showed compassion

creation. They help build a strong economy.

and love to others. We should follow His

The Day of Rest laws protected people, land,

example. We should love like He loves.

and animals. All God’s creation needs to rest.
God’s laws show that God has
compassion on people in need. He hears the
cries of the poor and needy. God’s people
should have compassion. too. We should care
for people in need. We should live justly
toward others. Our society may be different
from the Israelite’s society. But the laws for
social justice and compassion are for us, too.
They show us what the heart of God is like.
They show us what it means to love others
like He loves them.

Things to Think About
1. What ways can you find to show compassion to
poor people in your community?
2. Are there refugees living in your community? How
might you minister to them?
3. Would you be willing to become a friendship
partner with an international student?
4. There is a great need to support orphans around
the world. Would you consider adoption? Would you
consider supporting agencies like Buckner
International who provide foster care?
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Exodus 21:1-2, 7-17, 22-27;
22:21 to 23:12
1 “Now these are the Laws which you are to
give them.
2 If you buy a Hebrew servant, he will work
for six years. In the seventh year he will go
free, paying nothing.
7 “If a man sells his daughter to be a female
servant, she is not to go free as the male
servants do.
8 If she does not please her owner who has
taken
her for himself, he will take pay for her to be
set free. He does not have the right to sell her
to a strange people, because he has not been
fair to her.
9 If he takes her for his son, he will act
toward her as with a daughter.
10 If he marries again, her food, clothing and
marriage rights are to stay the same.
11 And if he will not do these three things for
her, then she may go free, without paying any
money.
12 “Whoever hits a man so that he dies will
be put to death.
13 But if he did not plan to hurt him, but God
allowed it to happen, then I will give you a
place where he may run to be safe.
14 But if a man wants to hurt his neighbor
and he plans to kill him, then you take him
away from My altar and put him to death.
15 “Whoever hits his father or his mother will
be put to death.
16 “Whoever steals a man and sells him, or

keeps him for himself, will be put to death.
17 Whoever curses his father or his mother
will be put to death.
22 “If men fight with each other and hit a
woman who is going to have a child so that
she loses her baby but no other hurt comes to
her, he must pay whatever the woman’s
husband says he must, as agreed upon by the
judges.
23 But if there is other hurt also, then it is life
for life,
24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand,
foot for foot,
25 burn for burn, cut for cut, sore for sore.
26 “If a man hits the eye of his male or female
servant and destroys it, he will let the person
go free because of the eye.
27 If he knocks out a tooth of his man or
woman servant, he will let the person go free
because of the tooth.
22:21 Do not do wrong to a stranger or make it
hard for him. For you were strangers in the
land of Egypt.
22 Do not bring trouble to any woman whose
husband has died or any child whose parents
have died.
23 If you bring them trouble, and they cry out
to Me, for sure I will hear their cry.
24 My anger will burn and I will kill you with
the sword. Then your wives will lose their
husbands. And your children will lose their
fathers.
25 “If you let any of the poor among My
people use your money, do not act toward him
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like one who is owed money. And do not
make him pay you for the use of it.
26 If you ever take your neighbor’s coat to
keep while he owes you money, return it to
him before the sun goes down.
27 For that is his only covering. It is his
clothing for his body. What else will he sleep
in? When he cries out to Me, I will hear him.
For I have loving-pity.
28 “Do not curse God, or a ruler of your
people.
29 Do not wait before giving Me a gift from
your gathered grain and the fruit of your
fields. You will give to Me the first-born of
your sons.
30 You will do the same with your cattle and
your sheep. The first-born will be with its
mother seven days. On the eighth day you will
give it to Me.
31 You will be holy men to Me. So you will
not eat any flesh torn to pieces in the field.
You will throw it to the dogs.
23:1 “Do not tell a lie about someone else. Do
not join with the sinful to say something that
will hurt someone.
2 Do not follow many people in doing wrong.
When telling what you know in a trial, do not
agree with many people by saying what is not
true.
3 And do not show favor to a poor man when
he has a problem.
4 “If you meet a bull or donkey that belongs to
a man who hates you, be sure to return the
animal to him.

5 If you see the donkey of one who hates you
falling under its load, do not leave the
problem to him. Help him to free the animal.
6 Do not keep from doing what is right and
fair in trying to help a poor brother when he
has a problem.
7 Do not lie against someone. And do not kill
those who are right and good or those who are
not guilty. For I will not free the guilty.
8 Do not take pay in secret for wrong-doing.
For such pay blinds the one who sees well and
destroys the words of a good man.
9 Do not make it hard for a stranger because
you know how a stranger feels. You were
strangers in the land of Egypt.
10 “You will plant seeds in your land for six
years, and gather the grain.
11 But in the seventh year you will let the
land rest without planting. So your people
who are in need may eat. Whatever they
leave, the animals may eat. You are to do the
same with your grape-fields and olive trees.
12 You will work six days and rest on the
seventh day. So your bull and your donkey
may rest. And the son of your female servant,
and the stranger, may get their strength again.
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Adult Bible Study

showed him care. They told him he was
loved. They prayed with him. The visits

in Simplified English

cheered my husband up. They helped him feel

Exodus: Freely Living
in God’s Promises

better. He said he could sense God’s presence

Lesson 10:
Seeing God

when his friends were there. He said it was as
if God came to visit him.
Sealing the Law (24:1-8)
There was movement up and down the

Bible Text
Exodus 24
Memory Verse
“All the people answered with one voice, saying,
‘We will do all that the Lord has
spoken.’” (Exodus 24:3b)
Word List
authority: person to obey
ceremony: ritual, formal observance
committing: pledging
firsthand: direct
preserve: keep safe
reminder: help to remember
seal: approve, endorse, guarantee
Stories about terrorism come out of the
Middle East. Another kind of story comes out
of the Middle East, too. People there say they
are seeing Jesus in dreams and visions. The
people remember the dreams. They want to
know Jesus. They search to know Jesus. The
dreams change their lives.
People can see God in many ways. My
husband was sick with cancer for many
months. Friends came to visit him. They

mountain. God invited Moses and the leaders
of the people to come up the mountain. The
purpose was to seal the agreement between
God and the Israelites. Then Moses went back
down the mountain. He reported God’s words
and laws to the people. The people listened.
They said they would follow God’s words.
Moses wrote down all the words. This writing
would preserve the words for their children
and their children’s children.
Next, Moses began making
preparations for an agreement ceremony.
Moses built an altar for worship. He set up
twelve stones. These twelve stones would be
a reminder. Each of the twelve families of
Israel was committing to keeping the
agreement. The twelve stones would remind
Israel of their commitment.
The ceremony followed an old Eastern
custom. The young men killed some young
bulls. Moses separated the blood. He put half
of the blood on the altar. It represented God’s
part of the agreement. Moses saved the other
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half of the blood in bowls. Then Moses read
the agreement to the people. The people

Moses Receives the Law (24:12-18)
After the meal, God called Moses alone

agreed obey God’s commandments again.

to come up the mountain. Moses had already

Then Moses sprinkled blood from the bowls

written down the Law. Now God wrote the

on the people. This represented the people’s

Law down on stone. The Law on stone was

part of the agreement. The blood was

put in a special box. The Israelites carried the

important. It represented life. It meant they

box with them when they traveled. The box

would live together as God’s chosen people.

with the Law on stone inside reminded the
people of their agreement with God. It

A Firsthand Meeting with God (24:9-11)
The blood ceremony happened at the
base of the mountain. Then Moses, Aaron,

reminded the people of God’s presence. They
knew God’s presence was always with them.
The laws God wrote on stone had a

two of Aaron’s sons, and 70 leaders of Israel

purpose. The laws did not come from Moses.

went up the mountain. They saw the God of

The laws came directly from God. The laws

Israel. The people could not describe what

would teach the people. The laws would help

they saw. They could only describe the ground

the people live in community under God. God

under God’s feet.

would be their authority.

In the Bible, other people also reported

Moses took Joshua with him up the

seeing visions of God. They were not able to

mountain. Joshua would become the leader of

describe clearly what they saw. Later, Moses

the people after Moses’ death. Joshua would

asked God to show him His shining-greatness.

need to teach the laws to the people. It seems

God replied, “No one can see me and live.”

that Moses knew he would be gone for a long

What the people saw on the mountain, they

time. He asked two men to lead the people

knew was God. They knew they were in

while he was gone. Moses stayed on the

God’s presence on the mountain.

mountain forty days and nights. From below,

God invited them into His presence.

the people described what they saw. God’s

They ate and drank together. The meal sealed

presence was like a cloud and like a fire. This

the agreement between God and the Israelites.

would guide the Israelites in the days ahead.

God promised to be faithful to Israel. The
people promised to obey God’s laws. The
sealed agreement between God and the
Israelites bound the two together.

Things to Remember
Moses and the Israelites saw God. Yet
they could not describe clearly what God was
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like. God showed Himself to them for a
purpose. The sealed agreement had purpose.
It meant God would be faithful in His
relationship with the Israelites. It meant the
people would live under God’s authority.
People in the Middle East see visions
of Jesus. They want to know the purpose of
the experience. They want to find a Bible.
They want someone to help them understand.
They believe in Jesus. Their lives are
changed. They are willing to die for Jesus.
Sometimes we sense God in our lives.
We sense He is present with us. We may not
be able to describe the experience. But the
experience has a purpose. The experience is
important. We should ask God to help us
know the purpose of the experience. He will
be faithful to reveal Himself to us when we
seek Him.

Things to Think About
1. What does seeing God mean to you?
2. What experiences have led you to want to know
Christ?
3. Have you even promised God something? Have
you kept your promise?
4. How does God show Himself to people today?
5. In what ways has God shown Himself to you?
How did it change you?
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Exodus 24

9 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab,
Abihu and seventy of the leaders of Israel.

1 Then He said to Moses, “Come up to the

10 And they saw the God of Israel. The ground

Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab, Abihu and

under His feet looked like sapphire stone, as

seventy of the leaders of Israel and worship

clear as the sky itself.

from far away.

11 He did not let His hand come against the

2 But Moses alone may come near the Lord.

leaders of Israel. But they saw God, and ate

The others should not come near and should

and drank.

not come up with him.”

12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to Me

3 Moses came and told the people all the Lord

on the mountain and stay there. I will give you

said and all the Laws. All the people

the pieces of stone with the Law which I have

answered with one voice, saying, “We will do

written for you to teach the people.” 13 Then

all that the Lord has spoken.”

Moses got up with his helper Joshua, and

4 Moses wrote all the words of the Lord. He

Moses went up on the mountain of God. 14 He

got up early the next morning and built an

said to the leaders, “Wait here until we return

altar at the base of the mountain, with twelve

to you. See, Aaron and Hur are with you. Let

pillars, one for each of the twelve families of

whoever has a problem go to them.” 15 Then

Israel.

Moses went up on the mountain, which was

5 Then he sent young men of Israel, who gave

covered with a cloud.

burnt gifts and killed young bulls as gifts of

16 The shining-greatness of the Lord rested on

peace given in worship to the Lord.

Mount Sinai. And the cloud covered it for six

6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in

days. On the seventh day He called to Moses

pots. The other half of the blood he put upon

from the cloud.

the altar.

17 To the people of Israel, the shining-

7 Then he took the Book of the Agreement

greatness of the Lord looked like a fire that

and read it for the people to hear. They said,

destroys on the mountain top.

“We will do all that the Lord has spoken. We

18 Moses went into the cloud as he went up on

will obey.”

the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain

8 So Moses took the blood and put some on

forty days and forty nights.

the people. He said, “See, the blood of the
agreement, which the Lord has made with you
in these words.”
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Exodus: Freely Living
in God’s Promises

Lesson 11:
Earthly Things
for Holy Purposes
Bible Text
Exodus 25:1-11, 17-18, 23-24, 31-32;
26:1-2, 7-8; 27:1-2; 29:43-46
Memory Verse
“I will live among the people of Israel and will be
their God.” (Exodus 29:45)
Word List
complain: grumble, whine
detailed: complete
dwell: live
mobile: movable
portable: easily movable
precious: valuable
set apart: separated
symbol: image, a type
My church wanted to start a new

Our church bought the items they
needed. Every Sunday church members set up
the chairs and tables. They put out the signs.
The signs told people that the school was a
church. After the service, the chairs, tables,
and signs were taken down. The new church
building was portable. On Monday, classes
began at the school. Children ate lunch in the
cafeteria. The church was moved until the
following Sunday.
This new church will one day build its
own building. It will no longer meet in the
school building. Church members will plan a
new building. They will design the building
for worship. It will be a place where people
will meet God.
God wanted the Israelite people to have
a place to worship Him. He gave Moses plans
for building a meeting place for worship. He
gave the instructions. The plans were
descriptive. The plans were detailed. The
meeting place would help the people worship.
God’s presence would fill the meeting place.
God wanted to live among the people.

church. It would be a church in a new
location. Many people lived in this location.
But there was no church there. The new

Begin with Generous Worship (25:1-8)
God asked the people to bring an

church would meet in an elementary school

offering. The offerings would help build the

building. The meeting place would be the

meeting place. God wanted people to give

cafeteria. The new church needed many

offerings with willing hearts. No one was

things. They needed chairs, tables, signs, and

forced to give. The people followed God

offering plates.
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because they wanted to. They gladly followed

be made of gold. The Holy bread would be set

what God asked of them. They gave

on the table. These items were necessities of

generously. They did not complain about the

life. They would be in God’s dwelling place.

offering.
The items that the Israelites brought

The lampstand would provide light in
God’s house. At creation, God brought light

were precious items. They were expensive.

and life to the world. The lampstand, with its

The items would be used in building the

seven lamps (25:27) was a symbol of God’s

meeting place for God. God said the meeting

perfect creation. The lampstand was designed

place would be holy. He said He would dwell

like a tree. In the Garden of Eden, there was a

there. God’s dwelling place would not be

tree of life. The lampstand symbolized the life

permanent. It would be a mobile worship

God would provide for the people.

place. It could be taken down and set back up.

God gave detailed instructions for

The Israelites could carry the meeting place

making the curtains and frames. He

with them when they moved around.

continually reminded the people to follow the
plan given to them on the mountain. The

Directions for a Holy Dwelling Place
(25:9-11, 17-18, 23-24, 31-32;
26:1-2, 7-8; 27:1-2)
First, God gave instructions for building

meeting place had two rooms. The Ark was in
the smaller room. The table and lampstand
were in the larger room. The curtains would

the special box called the A rk. The stones on

cover the meeting place. The curtains were

which God wrote His Law would be placed in

made of goat’s hair. Goat’s hair was thick. An

the box. The box would be made of acacia

outer layer of curtains was made of other

wood. It would be overlaid with gold. The

animals’ skins. The animal-skin curtains

people believed the Ark was where God sat.

would protect the building.

The wings of the cherubim touched. The

The meeting place would need an altar.

wings created a kind of chair, or seat, for God

God gave instructions how to build it. It

to sit on. The special box was too holy to be

would be placed outside the meeting place.

touched. It had to be carried on poles.

The people would burn offerings on the altar.

Next, God gave instructions for

The smell of the burning offering would

building the table and the lampstand. These

please God. He would know the offerings

items would be made just like the special box.

were for Him.

They would be made of wood and overlaid
with gold. Pitchers, dishes, and utensils would
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A Dwelling Place for God (29:43-46)
Until now, God did not continuously
dwell among the Israelites. He revealed

worship. He wanted to dwell among them. He
wanted the people to respect His presence.
God also desires to live among us.

Himself at times, at important moments. Then

Jesus’ presence through the Holy Spirit makes

He would move back to the holy place where

this possible. We no longer have to build a

He lived. But, now, at this point in Israel’s

meeting place to enjoy His presence. God also

history, God chose to have a home among the

wants us to respect His presence. He is not

Israelites.

just our friend. He is all-powerful, Almighty

God would dwell among His people.
He set apart the meeting place. He set apart
the altar. He set apart the religious leaders.
The place where He lived would be holy. The
people knew God’s presence was always with
them. They knew this God was the one who
brought them out of Egypt. At the burning
bush, God promised Moses that He would be
with him. He said the people would worship
Him on the mountain. Now the people had a
place to worship God—in the meeting place,
on the mountain.
Things to Remember
God gave the Israelites instruction on
how to build a mobile meeting place for

Things to Think About
1. At church, does the physical design of the building
affect your worship?
2. Many items were described as part of Israelite
worship. Are there items you might use to enhance
your worship?
3. What does giving generously, from your heart,
mean to you?

God. He is worthy of our respect.
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Exodus 25:1-11, 17-18, 23-24, 31-32;
26:1-2, 7-8; 27:1-2; 29:43-46
1 The Lord said to Moses,
2 “Tell the people of Israel to take a gift for Me.
Receive the gift for Me from every person whose
heart makes him willing.
3 This is the gift you are to receive from them:
Gold, silver and brass,
4 blue, purple and red cloth, fine linen, goat hair,
5 rams’ skins made red, badgers’ skins, acacia
wood,
6 lamp oil, spices for the oil used in worship and
for perfumes,
7 onyx stones, and stones to be set in the clothing
of the religious leaders.
8 Let them make a holy place for Me, so I may
live among them.
9 Make the meeting tent and all that is in it like
the plans I am going to show you.
10 “They will make a special box of acacia wood,
two and a half cubits long, one and a half cubits
wide, and one and a half cubits tall.
11 Cover it inside and out with pure gold. And
make a piece of gold to put on it all around.
17 Then make a mercy-seat from pure gold, two
and a half cubits long and one and a half cubits
wide.
18 Make two cherubim out of beaten gold. Make
them at the two ends of the mercy-seat.
23 “Make a table of acacia wood, two cubits
long, one cubit wide, and one and a half cubits
tall.
24 Cover it with pure gold and make a gold piece
around it.

31 “Then make a lamp-stand of pure gold. The
lamp-stand and its base are to be made of beaten
gold. Its cups, its buds, and its flowers will be of
one piece with it.
32 Six branches will go out of its sides, three
branches of the lamp-stand out of one side, and
three branches out of its other side.
26:1 “Make the meeting tent with ten curtains of
fine linen, blue and purple and red. Make them
with cherubim sewed into them by an able
workman.
2 Each curtain will be as long as fourteen long
steps, and as wide as two long steps, all of them
the same.
7 “Make curtains of goat hair for a covering over
the meeting tent. Make eleven curtains in all.
8 Each curtain will be as long as fifteen long steps,
and as wide as two long steps, all of them the
same.
27:1“Make the altar of acacia wood. It will be as
long and as wide as three steps, and as tall as a
man’s chest.
2 Make horns for it on its four corners. They will
be of one piece and covered with brass.
29:43 I will meet there with the people of Israel. It
will be set apart by My shining-greatness.
44 I will set apart the meeting tent and the altar.
And I will set apart Aaron and his sons to work as
religious leaders for Me.
45 I will live among the people of Israel and will
be their God.
46 They will know that I am the Lord their God,
Who brought them out of the land of Egypt to live
among them. I am the Lord their God.
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Lesson 12:
A Broken Agreement
and a Fresh Start
Bible Text
Exodus 32:1-19, 30-33; 33:13-14, 17; 34:1-7
Memory Verse
“The Lord said, ‘I Myself will go with you. I will
give you rest.’” (Exodus 33:14)
Word List
bold: unafraid
furnish: outfit, provide
harsh: cruel
in charge of: have command over
second chance: a chance to try again
tablets: a flat slab of stone

forgive each other. He can help them love
again. They can make a new agreement. They
can start over. With God’s help, they can have
a fresh start.
A Broken Agreement (32:1-10)
Moses was on the mountain with God a
long time. God told Moses many things. He
gave him instructions about how to build the
Ark. He gave him instructions about how to
build the meeting place. He instructed Moses
about how to furnish the meeting place. God
wrote the Law on two stone tablets. He gave
the tablets to Moses. All of this took a long
time. Moses was gone forty days and forty
nights!
The people at the base of the mountain
were worried. Moses was gone too long. It
seemed to them that God was no longer with
them. Moses’ brother, Aaron, was in charge
of the people (24:14). His job was to help
the people with problems. The people wanted

A broken marriage agreement can be

a god to lead them. They wanted a god they

very painful. In marriage, two people promise

could see. They asked Aaron to make them a

to be faithful until death. The bride and

god they could see.

groom want to keep the agreement. They

Aaron gave in to what the people

want to be faithful. But sometimes something

wanted. He took the people’s gold jewelry.

bad happens. The husband and wife forget

He melted the gold and made a calf. He told

their promise. They forget to show love. They

the people that the calf was their god. He said

feel very sad. Their marriage is in trouble. But this calf-god was the god who brought them
God can help a marriage in trouble. God is a
out of the land of Egypt. He said the
God of forgiveness. He can help the couple

following day they would have a special feast.
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And that is what the people did. They got up

people he cared about. He stood with them.

early and gave offerings. Then they began to

He begged God for them. We should ask

eat, drink, and play.

ourselves: Do we show understanding when

God was not happy with the calf-god or

people we care about sin? Are we forgiving?

the feast. In fact, God was angry. He told

Or do we wish for punishment? Moses had to

Moses to go down to the people. God was

beg God to forgive the people again and

ready to destroy the people. He would start

again.

over with a new people. Moses was angry
with the people, too. The people had broken
their agreement with God. So Moses threw the
stone writings down and broke them.
Many people do not like to think about

A Fresh Start (33:13-14, 17; 34:1-7)
Moses begged God’s forgiveness for
the people. And God changed His mind! He
would not destroy the people. What an

God’s anger. But anger is part of God’s

amazing thing! Prayer can change God’s

nature. God is God. He is the Creator. As

mind. God will do what He wills to do. But

Creator, He has the right to destroy. God is

God’s heart can be changed by the prayers of

not harsh. He is not like human beings. He is

godly people. The Bible tells us that we can

above everything. He has the right to do what

ask for things in prayer. We can ask God for

He wills.

our needs.
God was pleased with Moses. He knew

Moses Begs God to Forgive the People
(32:11-19, 30-33)
Moses was a good leader. He did not
want God to destroy the people. These were
Moses’ people. God reminded Moses that they
were His people, too. Moses asked God to
forgive them. He asked, “What will the
Egyptians think?” He asked, “What about
your promise to Abraham?” Moses agreed
with God. The people had sinned. But then he
made a bold request: “Forgive their sin. If not,
take my name out of Your book.”
Moses risked God’s wrath for the

his name. He said He would go with the
people. He would give the people a second
chance. God told Moses to make two new
stone tablets. He wrote down the words of the
Law again.
This is a wonderful picture of God’s
faithfulness. He is a God of compassion. He is
a God of love. And He is also a God of
justice.
Things to Remember
God wants us to know Him. He
describes Himself with these words: The
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Lord, the Lord God, with loving-pity and
loving-favor, slow to anger, filled with loving
-kindness and truth, keeping loving-kindness
for thousands, forgiving wrong-doing and
sin. This is the true God. God is faithful.
God never gives up on us. When we
sin, He is faithful. When we fear, He is
faithful. He shows us compassion and
forgiveness. Because of this, we can boldly
ask God for our needs. Because of this, we
can boldly ask God for the needs of others.

Things to Think About
1. Recall times when you have had fresh starts with
God. Thank Him for His faithfulness.
2. What quality do you like best in Moses as a
leader?
3. What is your attitude toward people who have
sinned? Think about God’s forgiving and
compassion.
4. What people in need do you know, whom you can
begin praying for?

Exodus 32:1-19, 30-33; 33:13-14, 17; 34:1-7
1 When the people saw that Moses was staying a
long time before coming down from the
mountain, they gathered around Aaron, and said,
“Come, make a god for us who will go in front of
us. For we do not know what has become of
Moses, the man who brought us out of the land of
Egypt.”
2 Aaron said to them, “Take the objects of gold
from the ears of your wives, your sons and your
daughters, and bring them to me.”
3 So all the people took the gold objects from
their ears and brought them to Aaron.
4 He took the gold from their hands, worked on it
with a sharp tool, and by melting it, made it into a
calf. Then they said, “This is your god, O Israel,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt.”
5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front
of it. Aaron said to all the people, “Tomorrow will
be a special supper to the Lord.”
6 So the next day they got up early and gave burnt
gifts and peace gifts. The people sat down to eat
and drink, and got up to play.
7 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down. For
your people, whom you brought out of the land of
Egypt, have turned to sin.
8 They have been quick to turn aside from the
way I have told them. They have melted gold and
made a calf for themselves. They have worshiped
it, have given gifts to it, and have said, ‘This is
your god, O Israel, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt!’”
9 The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this
people, and see, they are a strong-willed people.
10 Now let Me alone, so My anger may be against
them and I may destroy them. But I will make you
into a great nation.”
11 Then Moses begged the Lord his God, saying,
“O Lord, why are you very angry against Your
people whom You brought out of the land of
Egypt with great power and a strong hand?
12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘He brought
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them out to kill them in the mountains and
destroy them from the earth’? Turn from Your
anger and change Your mind about destroying
Your people.
13 Remember Abraham, Isaac and Israel, who
were your servants. You promised them by
Yourself, saying, ‘I will make your children
become as many as the stars of the heavens. And
I will give all this land I have spoken about to
your children. It will be theirs forever.’”
14 So the Lord changed His mind about the
things He said He would do to His people.
15 Then Moses turned and went down from the
mountain with the two stone writings of the Law
in his hand. The stones were written on both
sides, on one side and the other.
16 The stone writings were God’s work. The
writing was God’s writing cut into the stones.
17 When Joshua heard the sound of the people as
they made noise, he said to Moses, “There is a
sound of war at the tents.”
18 But Moses said, “It is not the sound of
winning, or the sound of losing. It is the sound of
singing I hear.”
19 As soon as Moses came near the tents, he saw
the calf and the dancing. Moses became very
angry. He threw the stone writings from his
hands and broke them at the base of the
mountain.
30 The next day Moses said to the people, “You
have sinned. Now I am going up to the Lord. It
might be that I can have your sin forgiven.”
31 Then Moses returned to the Lord and said, “O,
this people have sinned. They have made a god of
gold for themselves.
32 But now, if You will, forgive their sin. If not,
then take my name out of Your book which You
have written.”
33 The Lord said to Moses, “I will put out of My
book whoever has sinned against Me.
33:13 So I pray to You, if I have found favor in
Your eyes, let me know Your ways. Then I may
know You and find favor in Your eyes. And keep

in mind that this nation is Your people.”
14 The Lord said, “I Myself will go with you. I
will give you rest.”
17 The Lord said to Moses, “I will do what you
have said. For you have found favor in My eyes,
and I have known you by name.”
34:1 The Lord said to Moses, “Cut two pieces of
stone like the first ones. And I will write on the
stones the words that were on the first stones
which you broke.
2 So be ready in the morning. Come up in the
morning to Mount Sinai. And stand before Me on
the top of the mountain.
3 No one is to come up with you. Do not let
anyone be seen on the whole mountain. Even the
sheep and the cattle may not eat in front of the
mountain.”
4 So Moses cut two pieces of stone like the first
ones. Then he got up early in the morning and
went up on Mount Sinai, as the Lord told him.
And he took the two pieces of stone in his hand.
5 The Lord came down in the cloud and stood
there with Moses as he called upon the name of
the Lord.
6 Then the Lord passed by in front of him, saying,
“The Lord, the Lord God, with loving-pity and
loving-favor, slow to anger, filled with lovingkindness and truth,
7 keeping loving-kindness for thousands,
forgiving wrong-doing and sin. But He will not let
the guilty go without being punished. He brings
the sin of fathers down upon the children, even the
great-grandchildren.”
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Lesson 13:
All for God’s Service
Bible Text
Exodus 35:4-10, 20-35; 36:2-7

put my money where my mouth is.” What she
meant was that she needed to practice giving,
not just talk about giving.
Then I received a call from my son. He
told me he saw a documentary film. The film
was about Vietnamese boat children in
Cambodia. The film explained about their
hard times and difficult lives. The film
affected him deeply. He said, “Mom, it is so
sad. We just have to give to them.”
These stories remind me that God is

Memory Verse
“They said to Moses, ‘The people are bringing
much more than enough for the work the Lord
told us to do.’” (Exodus 36:5)

calling all of us to give to His work. Everyone

Word List
convicted: made to feel guilty
fiasco: failure
interruption: a stop, pause
provided: supplied
valuable: having worth

us so we can bless others.

I recently heard from two people who
are close to me. Both people wanted to tell me
what God is teaching them about giving.
First, my friend emailed to say she just
finished reading the book Radical by David
Platt. She said one chapter affected her
deeply. The name of that chapter is How
Much is Enough? This chapter discusses
American wealth and a world of poverty.
The words in this chapter convicted my
friend. It convicted her of her need to give

can have a part in it. God’s work is big. It is
happening all around the world. God blesses

Service for Everyone
(Exodus 35:4-10, 20-35)
On the mountain God gave Moses the
instruction for building the Meeting Tent. The
fiasco with the calf-god was an interruption
in God’s plan. But now it was time for the
people to get to work. God chose Bezalel and
Oholiab to oversee the work. He told Moses
to invite all the people of Israel to give
something for the new building. Everyone
would have a part in the new building.
But no one was forced to give. God
wanted the people to give with a willing heart.
The New Testament tells us that “God loves a
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man who gives because he wants to give”

these in His work. No one can do everything.

(2 Corinthians 9:7b).

But we all can do something.

The people gave many different things.
They gave gold, silver, and brass. They gave
beautiful cloth, wood, oil, spices, perfume,

More Than Enough (Exodus 36:2–7)
Moses did not have all the skills needed

and precious stones. The people had many

for building the Meeting Tent. Bezalel and

valuable things to give. These things wer e

Oholiab did not have all the skills needed.

gifts their Egyptian neighbors gave them in

Different people have different gifts to do

Egypt. When they left Egypt, they brought the

different things. Every gift is for the good of

items with them. Now they had something to

the whole. The words all and every are

give for the new building. God provided what

important little words. No one person is God’s

was needed for building the Meeting Tent. No

only resource. Every person is important.

one could give everything. But everyone

Every gift is important. Building the Meeting

could give something. Every gift, great or

Tent required all the people working together.

small, was valuable.

Moses could not do it alone.

God also told Moses to invite every

The people were glad to give. They

able workman to work on the building. The

gave generously. They kept bringing gifts.

men were not forced to work. God wanted

Every morning they brought gifts. The work

them to work with a willing heart. These men

of building the Meeting Tent was going well.

had skills. God gave them the skills. Now they

The workmen had more than enough. They

could use their skills to build the Meeting

told Moses they didn’t need any more gifts.

Tent. The men were strong laborers, artists,

What a problem to have! Moses had to tell the

engineers, embroiderers, and weavers. No one

people that no more gifts were needed. He

could do all the work. But each one could do

told them to stop bringing gifts.

something.
God calls us to give, too. He wants us to

This is an example for God’s people to
follow today. No one person can do all the

give to His work. God’s work is important. He

work that God is about in His kingdom. We

wants us to give to it willingly. He wants us to

can each do something. God wants us to give

give out of what we have. God has given us

willingly. He wants us to give generously. He

everything that is ours. God blesses us with

wants the joy of working with His people.

time, energy, and skills. He invites us to use

And he wants His people to experience the joy
of doing His work!
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Things to Remember
God has gifted you with something you
can use in His work. No person is too small.
No gift is too small. God wants you to share
generously from what you have. Generosity
begins with your heart. God wants you to
give from a willing heart. Count your
blessings! Remember that everything you
have comes from God.

Exodus 35:4-10, 20-35; 36:2-7
4 Moses said to all the people of Israel, “This
is what the Lord has told you to do.
5 Take from among you a gift to the Lord.
Whoever has a willing heart, let him bring the
Lord’s gift: gold, silver and brass,
6 and blue, purple and red cloth, fine linen,
cloth made from goat hair,
7 rams’ skins made red, badgers’ skins and
acacia wood,
8 lamp oil, spices for the oil for holy use and
for the sweet-smelling perfume,
9 onyx stones and stones to be set for the linen
vest and the breast-piece.
10 “Let every able workman among you come
and make all that the Lord has told us to
make:
20 Then all the people of Israel went away
from Moses.
21 And every one whose heart or spirit moved

Things to Think About
1. How willing are you to give to God’s work?
2. Do you ever feel guilty when you can’t give to a
request? Has this lesson changed your thinking
about giving?

him brought the Lord’s gift to be used for the
meeting tent, for all its work, and for the holy
clothing.
22 Then all the men and women who wanted
to give brought objects of gold that had been

3. Besides money, what else can you give to God’s
work?

worn on their clothing, ears, fingers and arms.

4. Do you see the skills you have as gifts from God?
Are you using them for Him?

23 And every one who had blue, purple and

5. Do you remember that ALL you have comes from
God?

hair, rams’ skins made red, and badgers’

Every man gave a gift of gold to the Lord.
red cloth, fine linen, cloth made from goats’
skins, brought them.
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24 Every one who could give a gift of silver

35 He has made them able to do every work:

or brass brought it as a gift to the Lord. Every

writing words in stone, gold, silver and brass,

one who had acacia wood to be used for the

planning, sewing beautiful work on blue,

work, brought it.

purple and red cloth and fine linen, making

25 All the able women made cloth with their

cloth, and all kinds of work done by able

hands. They brought the blue, purple and red

workmen.

cloth and fine linen they had made.
26 All the able women whose hearts moved
them made cloth from goat hair.
27 The leaders brought the onyx stones and
the stones to be set for the linen vest and the
breast-piece,
28 and the spice and the oil for the light, and
the oil for holy use, and for the sweetsmelling perfume.
29 The people of Israel who wanted to
brought gifts to the Lord. Every man and
woman, whose heart moved them, brought
what the Lord had told them through Moses.
30 Then Moses said to the people of Israel,
“See, the Lord has called by name Bezalel the
son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the family of
Judah.
31 The Lord has filled him with the Spirit of
God, in wisdom, understanding, much
learning, and in all work.
32 So he can make plans for working in gold,
silver and brass,
33 and cut stones to be set, cut wood, and do
good work of every kind.
34 The Lord has given him the power to teach
also, both he and Oholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the family of Dan.

36:2 Then Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab
and every workman whom the Lord had made
able, every one whose heart moved him to
come to do the work.
3 They received from Moses all the gifts the
people of Israel had brought for the work of
building the holy place. And they kept bringing
gifts because they wanted to every morning.
4 All the able workmen came who were doing
all the work on the holy place. Each man came
from the work he had been doing.
5 They said to Moses, “The people are bringing
much more than enough for the work the Lord
told us to do.”
6 So Moses made it be known to all the people,
saying, “No man or woman is to give any more
gifts for the holy place.” So the people were
kept from bringing any more.
7 For the things they had were enough for
doing all the work. There was more than
enough.
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Dr. West is old enough to retire. He has
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Lesson 14:
Finishing and Moving On

worked many years. He has finished his work
in publishing well. But he is ready for what
God may have for him next. He wants God to
continue to lead him. He is ready to move on.
Finished to Completion
(Exodus 39:32, 42-43; 40:1-2, 16-17, 32-33)
From God’s viewpoint, the story of
Exodus might look like this:

Bible Text
Exodus 39:32, 42-43; 40:1-2, 16-17, 32-38

Step 1: Call Moses (who had fled fr om

Memory Verse
“When the cloud was lifted from the meeting tent,
the people of Israel would go on their way
through all their traveling days.” (Exodus 40:36)

Step 2: Send plagues on the Egyptians.

Word List
glory: honor, fame
initiator: one who starts something
represents: stands for, symbolizes
respond: reply, answer
summarizes: tells the main idea, reviews
Dr. Ross West has worked in
publishing for 40 years. He assisted in
beginning BaptistWay Press. He helped
produce sixty sets of Bible studies for adults.
The lessons are enough for fifteen years of
studies. The studies help churches. They help
Bible study classes and Bible students. This
study on Exodus is Dr. West’s final study.
Now he is asking himself a question. He is
asking: W hat work is God waiting on me to
finish in order to lead me further?

Egypt) to return to Egypt.
Step 3: Give the Isr aelites the Passover to
help them remember.
Step 4: Br ing the Isr aelites safely out of
Egypt through the sea on dry ground.
Step 5: Listen to the Isr aelites whine, yet
provide for their every need.
Step 6: Give the Isr aelites the Ten
Commandments.
Step 7: Give Moses the Law and
instructions for building the Meeting Tent.
Step 8: Destr oy the calf-god worshipping
Israelites and start over with only Moses.
Step 9: Hear Moses’ request for the people,
remember my promise to Abraham, forgive.
Step 10: Make a new agr eement with
Moses and the people on new stone tablets.
Step 11: Wait for skilled wor kmen to build
the Meeting Tent.
Step 12: Fill the Meeting Tent with my
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glory. Lead the Isr aelites with the pr esence
of my glory.
These steps are full of details. They

words: “So Moses finished the work.”
The work was complete. Now God
could do what He wanted to do. He wanted

help us see that God was patient and forgiving

His glory to fill the Meeting Tent. His

with Israel. They also help us see that God

presence could dwell with the people. This

was the initiator of everything. God did the

was the purpose for the Meeting Tent.

calling. He did the providing. He did the
saving. He did the forgiving.
God is also patient and forgiving with

God With Us (Exodus 40:34–38)
God’s desire has always been to dwell

us. He initiates a relationship with us. He

with people. Yet God is complete in Himself.

works in our lives, and we respond. We go to

He doesn’t need anyone. He doesn’t need

church because God calls us to worship. We

anything. He is Creator of the heavens and the

give because God touches our heart. We help

earth. He has all power. Still, this great God

build a church building because God gives us

desires to dwell with you and me.

skills. God is personal. He relates to us. He
takes the initiative. We respond.
The Israelites finally finished the work

God showed His desire to be with us in
Jesus Christ. John 1: 14 says, “Christ became
human flesh and lived among us.” When Jesus

God called them to do. They finished building

returned to heaven, He gave His Spirit to be

the Meeting Tent and its furnishings. They

with us. And, as people of God, we will one

brought it to Moses. Moses inspected the final

day dwell together with God in a new heaven

product and found it was just right. Then he

and a new earth.

blessed the Israelites. Next, God told Moses to

God’s presence went with the Israelites

set up the Meeting Tent. The furnishings were

on their travels. God led them by a pillar of

put in their proper place. Aaron and his sons

fire and a cloud. Often in the Bible a cloud

were set apart as religious leaders. Oil was

represents the pr esence of God. When

poured on them. Then they washed and put on

Jesus went back to heaven, a cloud carried

holy clothing.

Him away. The Bible tells us, too, that Jesus

Exodus 40:16-17 summarizes the

will come back again in a cloud. At that time,

situation: “Moses did all that the Lord told

every eye will see Him. His glory and power

him to do. On the first day of the first month

will be plain for all to see.

of the second year, the meeting tent was set
up.” Exodus 40:33b concludes with these
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Things to Remember
God’s presence goes with us. He is
ready to move. Are we? We should ask
ourselves the same question Dr. West is
asking himself: W here might God want to
lead me further? What work might He want
me to complete?
The story of Exodus shows God’s love
and faithfulness to the Israelites. They were
often unfaithful. Yet God proved His love
over and over again. He proves His love to
us, too. He does it over and over again.
Indeed, God is “the Lord, the Lord God, with
loving-pity and loving-favor, slow to anger,
filled with loving-kindness and truth, keeping
loving-kindness for thousands, forgiving
wrong-doing and sin” (Exodus 34:6).
He is a great God. Because of His great
love, we are free to live in His presence.
Because of His great faithfulness, we are free
to live in His promises. He is, indeed, who He
says He is!

Things to Think About
1. What difficult thing has God called you to do that
you finished well?
2. What are some blessings that come from
following God’s leading?
3. Do you sometimes wish God showed Himself in a
cloud to lead you?
4. What is God instructing you to finish and do next?
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Exodus 39:32, 42-43; 40:1-2,
16-17, 32-38

35 Moses was not able to go into the meeting
tent because the cloud had rested upon it and

32 So all the work of the holy tent, the

the shining-greatness of the Lord filled the holy

meeting tent, was finished. The sons of Israel

tent.

did all that the Lord had told Moses.

36 When the cloud was lifted from the meeting
tent, the people of Israel would go on their way

42 So the people of Israel did all the work just

through all their traveling days.

as the Lord had told Moses.

37 But when the cloud was not lifted, they did

43 Moses looked at all the work and saw they

not move on until the day when it was lifted.

had done it just as the Lord had said. So

38 For the cloud of the Lord rested on the

Moses gave thanks and prayed that good

meeting tent during the day. And fire was in

would come to them.

the cloud during the night. It was seen by all
the people of Israel as they traveled.

40:1 The Lord said to Moses,
2 “Set up the holy tent, the meeting tent, on
the first day of the first month.
16 Moses did all that the Lord told him to do.
17 On the first day of the first month of the
second year, the meeting tent was set up.
32 They washed when they came into the tent
of meeting and when they came near the altar,
just as the Lord had told Moses.
33 He made the open space all around the
meeting tent and the altar. And he hung the
curtain for the gate of the open space. So
Moses finished the work.
34 Then the cloud covered the meeting tent.
The shining-greatness of the Lord filled the
holy tent.
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He was dead. They had watched Him die on
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Bonus Easter Lesson:
Stop Being Afraid
Bible Text
Matthew 28:1-10

Him again. The closest followers were hiding
in fear that they might be next to die. But, on
the first day of the week, two women were
going to the grave. They were not going to
welcome a risen Savior. They were going to
put spices on a dead body.
But that was not to be! Jesus was not in
the grave. He was risen from the dead. This
was resurrection morning! The followers of

Memory Verse
Jesus lost their fear. Jesus met them. He told
“He is not here! He has risen from the dead as He
them to “stop being afraid.”
said He would. Come and see the place where
the Lord lay.” (Matthew 28:6)
Jesus gives the same message to His
Word List
assured: convinced, promised
defeated: overcame
expect: to look for or anticipate
ministered: supported
Resurrection: Christ’s rising from the dead
supposed: expected or anticipated

followers today. He is a living Christ who
helps us not be afraid.
A Walk to the Grave (28:1-4)
Most of Jesus’ followers were hiding
on the first day of the week. Yet two women
overcame their fear. They wanted to complete

At Easter we celebrate Jesus’ death and

the burial practice. They walked to the grave.

resurrection. But have you ever stopped to

They were the first to hear that Jesus was

think how Jesus’ disciples must have felt on

alive. They were the first to tell that Jesus was

that first Easter? They knew Jesus was dead.

alive.

But they did not understand that Jesus would
rise to life again.
What were they to do now? Jesus was

Jesus had often ministered to women.
In society at that time, women were secondclass citizens. But Jesus showed them respect.

supposed to save them, not die. They

Women became Jesus’ friends. They were at

believed He was the promised Savior. They

the cross when He died. It was right that they

gave up everything to follow Him. But now

should bear the news of Jesus’ resurrection to
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the others.

Jesus knew the women were afraid. He

As the women walked to the grave, they

met them. Hearing His voice, they bowed to

experienced an earthquake. It was frightening.

worship Him. Jesus said, “Do not be afraid.”

Even the soldiers guarding the grave shook

The angel had told them the same thing. But

with fear. An angel came down from heaven

the words had a different meaning now. They

and pushed the stone from the door.

were now in the presence of Jesus—the risen
Jesus!

A Fearful Meeting (28:5-7)
The angel spoke. He told the women

Do not be afraid. His words assured the
women there would never again be reason to

not to be afraid. He understood that the sight

fear. Jesus had defeated the grave. His

of an empty grave caused them to fear. He

followers could boldly tell others the good

told them that Jesus was not in the grave. He

news. Jesus would always be with them to

was risen—as He said He would. The angel

help them stop being afraid.

reminded the women that Jesus told them He
would rise from the dead.
The angel then invited the women to

Things to Remember
The world we live in is indeed a

come and see that the tomb was indeed empty.

frightening place. There are many reasons to

This invitation is an important part of the

be afraid. The news shows terrorism, war,

story. The stone—at the entrance of the

earthquakes, disease, and violence in homes,

grave—was not moved to let Jesus out. Jesus

schools, and streets. The future does not look

had already been raised and was already gone.

bright. We do not know what our lives will be

The stone was rolled away so others could see

like. So, it is easy to feel afraid. Fear can

that Jesus was not there. The women were to

become a normal part of our lives. We may

go and tell the news that Jesus was risen.

wonder if God is still watching our world.
But the Bible tells us that God does not

A Joyful Reunion (28:8-10)
The women hurried to tell the other

want us to live in fear. He wants us to know
His power over life. He wants us to know His

followers the news. The joy they felt was still

power over death, too. Bad things will

mixed with fear. They may have wondered if

happen. When they do, we can renew our trust

they had really seen an angel. Had they heard

in God. We can trust His power. He proved it

correctly what the angel said? Who would

in His resurrection. We can remember Jesus’

ever believe them?

words, “Do not be afraid.” We can trust in the
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promise of His presence, no matter what
happens.
The resurrection story tells us that we
have no reason to fear. Death is our greatest
enemy. Jesus defeated it when he died on the
cross and was resurrected. Jesus’ resurrection
helps us know there is something on the other
side of death. There is eternal life. When we
know this, no circumstance of this life should
cause us to fear. Neither life nor death should
cause us to fear.
Jesus overcame death, so we can face
our world boldly. His power is real. His
presence is real. There is no reason to be
afraid.
Easter means our lives can be free from
fear. That is good news! The world needs to
know this. As followers of Christ, we must be
the ones to tell the world. Easter means
freedom from fear! Easter means power over
death! Easter means God’s presence in our
lives! What people do you know who need to
know this good news? Go and tell them.
Jesus is not in the grave. He is Risen!

Things to Think About
1. What fears do you face today?
2. What steps can you take to live without fear?
3. Do you have a personal relationship with the risen
Jesus?
4. Whom do you know who most needs the
message of the resurrection? Will you share that
message with him or her?
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Matthew 28:1-10
1 The Day of Rest was over. The sun was
coming up on the first day of the week. Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the
grave.
2 At once the earth shook and an angel of the
Lord came down from heaven. He came and
pushed back the stone from the door and sat
on it.
3 His face was bright like lightning. His
clothes were white as snow.
4 The soldiers were shaking with fear and
became as dead men.
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus Who
was nailed to the cross.
6 He is not here! He has risen from the dead
as He said He would. Come and see the place
where the Lord lay.
7 Run fast and tell His followers that He is
risen from the dead. He is going before you to
the country of Galilee. You will see Him there
as I have told you.”
8 They went away from the grave in a hurry.
They were afraid and yet had much joy. They
ran to tell the news to His followers.
9 As they went to tell the followers, Jesus met
them and said hello to them. They came and
held His feet and worshiped Him.
10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid.
Go and tell My followers to go to Galilee.
They will see Me there.”

