
American Welding Society 

550 NW LeJeune Road Miami, Florida 33126 
 

 AWS D1.1, Structural Welding Code—Steel, is prepared by the AWS Structural Welding Committee. Because the Code is written in the 
form of a specification, it cannot present background material or discuss the committee’s intent. 
 Since the publication of the first edition of the Code, the nature of inquiries directed to the American Welding Society and the Structural 
Welding Committee has indicated that there are some requirements in the Code that are either difficult to understand or not sufficiently specific, 
and other that appear to be overly conservative. 
 It should be recognized that the fundamental premise of the Code is to provide general stipulations applicable to any situation and to leave 
sufficient latitude for the exercise of engineering judgment. Another point to be recognized is that the Code represents the collective experience 
of the committee; and, while some provisions may seem overly conservative, they have been based on sound engineering practice. 
 

 
 

AWS D1.1 Interpretation 
 
 

Subject: Single-V-Groove Butt Joints and Groove Type Qualification  
Code Edition: D1.1:2006 
Code Provision: Table 4.5 Variable Nos. 31& 32 and Subclause 4.9 
AWS Log: D1.1-06-I11b 

 
Inquiry: (1) Does a WPS qualified using a Single-V-Groove CJP Butt joint qualify for all other joints in  

conformance with 3.12 or 3.13 regardless of joint design, except for square groove joints as listed 
in essential variable 32, even if they require CVN testing? 

 
(2) Does the requirement of Section 4.9.1.1 supersede the essential variable 31 and require the 
WPS be qualified with the same groove configuration to be used in construction as written in the 
code? 

 
(3) Is it acceptable to allow previously qualified Single-V-Groove CJP butt joints to qualify 
single-bevel CJP T & Corner joints? 
 

 
Response:       (1) Yes.  
 
     (2) Yes, for nontubular connections qualified by test. 
 

(3) Yes, except for CJP groove welds for nontubular connections (see 4.9.1.1). 
 

 


