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ċėĔĒ
	ČĔĔĉ
ČĔĔĉ
ČĔĔĉ	ęĔ	GREAT!

GREAT!
GREAT!	

Rite of Chris
an Ini

a
on of Adults, 4‐5 

Pay aƩ
enƟon to the person in front of you

. 
Account for differences betw

een: 


U
nbapƟzed

 


BapƟzed, uncatechized

 


BapƟzed, catechized

 

Don’t put people in the RCIA w
ho don’t belong there: 


Catholic confirm

aƟon candidates 


M
any Protestants 


Returning Catholics 

Rem
em

ber the iniƟaƟon of catechum
ens is... 

a gradual process  

that takes place w
ithin the com

m
unity of the 

faithful.  

By joining the catechum
ens in reflecƟng on the value 

of the paschal m
ystery

 

and by renew
ing their ow

n conversion
, the faithful 

provide an exam
ple that w

ill help the catechum
ens to 

obey the Holy Spirit m
ore generously. 

The rite of iniƟaƟon is suited to a spiritual journey of 
adults 

that varies according to  


the m
any form

s of G
od's grace,  


the free cooperaƟon of the individuals,  


the acƟon of the Church,  


and the circum

stances of Ɵm
e and place. 

Then step up to the challenge 

Start believing that w
e are iniƟaƟng every day

 of 
the year. 

M
ove the core iniƟaƟon process outside the 

team
 and into the com

m
unity (see RCIA 9). 

Begin sharing your personal experience
 of the 

paschal m
ystery. 

M
ove from

 im
parƟng know

ledge to entering into 
inƟm

acy
 w
ith the person of Jesus. 

U
se adult form

aƟon principles. Do not short‐
change the child catechum

ens w
ith “RCIC.” 

N
ick W

agner is the cofounder and 
director of Team
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, a free, 

online resource to help RCIA team
s 

m
ake a real difference in the lives of 

seekers. He is the author of  

The H
eart of Faith: A Field G

uide for 
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and  

The W
ay of Faith: A Field G

uide for 
the RCIA Proces s. 

He holds a m
aster’s 

degree from
 Saint 
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niversity, 
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M
innesota.  

Contact N
ick at 
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team

rcia.com
. 
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. M

ak
e a list o

f p
eo

p
le y

o
u

 ad
m

ire. T
h

ey
 can

 b
e livin

g o
r d

ead
, fictio

n
al o

r real. 

2
. In

 a w
o

rd
 o

r p
h

rase, n
am

e w
h

at y
o

u
 m

o
st ad

m
ire ab

o
u

t each
 p

erso
n

 o
n

 yo
u

r list. 

W
ho do you adm

ire m
ost? 

 
W

hat do you adm
ire?

 

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

 

 



 EVANGELIZING AS JESUS DID 
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We need a church unafraid of going forth into their night. We need a church capable of meeting them on 

their way. We need a church capable of entering into their conversation. We need a church able to 

dialogue with those disciples who, having left Jerusalem behind, are wandering aimlessly, alone, with 

their own disappointment, disillusioned by a Christianity now considered barren, fruitless soil, incapable 

of generating meaning. … 

Are we still a church capable of warming hearts? A church capable of leading people back to Jerusalem? 

Of bringing them home? Jerusalem is where our roots are: Scripture, catechesis, sacraments, community, 

friendship with the Lord, Mary and the apostles. … Are we still able to speak of these roots in a way that 

will revive a sense of wonder at their beauty?  —Pope Francis, Meeting With the Bishops of Brazil 

EXPERIENCE 
Write a question that will help Jim name what happened. 

 

UNDERSTANDING 
Write a question that will help Jim name what he thinks about what happened. 

 

PRESENT THE VISION 
Imagine how Jim might answer and identify a connection to Scripture, the story of a saint, the 

Tradition, or your own experience as a Christian. 

 

CRITICAL REFLECTION 
Write a question that will help Jim him grapple with the tradition. 

 

CONVERSION AND TRANSFORMATION 
Write a question that helps Jim identify any change that has taken place in in heart. 

 

DECISION 
Write a question that will help Jim commit to live differently because of his experience. 

 

 



First G
athering 

P
ray
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d
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d
u
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n
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L
isten

 to
 th

e in
q

u
irer’s sto

ry
. A

sk
 th

em
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W
h

e
re

 h
a

v
e
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u
 b

e
e

n
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W
h

en
 d

id
 y

o
u

 first b
eco

m
e aw

are o
f G

o
d

? 


 

If y
o

u
’re b

ap
tized

, d
escrib

e th
at ev

en
t. 


 

W
h

en
 h

av
e y

o
u

 felt really
 clo

se to
 G

o
d

? 


 

W
h

at w
as y

o
u

r fam
ily

 exp
erien

ce o
f faith

? 


 

W
h

at h
av

e b
een

 y
o

u
r sign

ifican
t relatio

n
sh

ip
s? 


 

H
av

e y
o

u
 ev

er go
n

e to
 ch

u
rch

? H
o

w
 o

ften
? 

W
h

at w
as it lik

e? 


 

D
escrib

e y
o

u
r k

n
o

w
led

g
e o

f Jesu
s o

r th
e B

ib
le. 

D
o

 y
o

u
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w
n

 a B
ib

le? 
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W
h

at h
as b
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o
u
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ag

e o
f G

o
d

 o
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W
h

at h
as h
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p

en
ed
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 y

o
u

r life th
at h
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y
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u
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o
m

en
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T
ell th
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q

u
irer y

o
u
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arish
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
 

H
an

d
o

u
t y

o
u

r Su
n

d
ay

 b
u

lletin
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
 

T
alk

 ab
o

u
t y

o
u

r p
arish

’s p
atro

n
 sain

t. 


 

D
escrib

e w
h

at y
o

u
 lik

e a
b

o
u

t y
o

u
r p

arish
. 


 

D
escrib

e th
e p

asto
r, p

arish
 staff, an

d
 lead

ers. 


 

T
ell ab

o
u

t so
m

e p
arish

 co
m

m
ittees, th

e p
arish

 

w
eb

site, sp
ecial p

ro
jects, etc. 


 

D
escrib

e th
e litu

rg
ies, sch

ed
u

le, ch
aracter. 


 

O
ffer to

 m
eet th

e in
q

u
irer at Su

n
d

ay
 M

ass. 

N
ext step

s a
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d
 clo
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g

 (1
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 m
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) 


 

A
sk

 th
e in

q
u

irer to
 w

rite a
 few

 p
ag

es th
is w

eek
 

resp
o

n
d

in
g to

 th
e q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
v

e an
d

 to
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are th

at w
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 y
o

u
.  
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Second G
athering 

G
ath
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g an

d
 p
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W
h

at is y
o

u
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age o
f G

o
d

 n
o

w
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
 

H
o

w
 o

ften
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o
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 a
w

are o
f G

o
d

 in
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o
u
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H
o
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o
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e? 


 

D
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u
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 n
o

w
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o
w

 o
ften

? 


 

D
o

 y
o

u
 ev
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o
u

t G
o

d
 w

ith
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y
o

n
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D
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e w
h

at th
at is lik

e. 


 

W
h

at are y
o

u
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n
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t relatio
n
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ip

s n
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W
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u
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o
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W
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e
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a
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e
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o
st h

o
p
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o
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ere so

m
eo

n
e (o

r w
as th

ere so
m

eo
n

e) in
 

y
o

u
r life y

o
u

 w
an

t to
 b
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o

u
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? 

D
escrib

e w
h
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b

o
u
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at p
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at 

m
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o

u
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an
t to

 b
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W
h
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e to

 

ch
an

ge in
 y

o
u

rself? 


 

W
h

at are y
o

u
r h

o
p

es fo
r y

o
u

r fam
ily

’s faith
? 


 

W
h

at area o
f k

n
o

w
led

g
e o

r p
ractice d

o
 y

o
u

 

w
an

t to
 stren

gth
en

 w
ith

 reg
ard

 to
 faith

? 

N
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A
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u
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 p
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Third G
athering 

G
ath
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g an
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 p
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 p
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Five inquiry discernm
ent questions

 
1. 

W
here have I been? 

2. 
W

here am
 I now

? 
3. 

W
here do I w

ant to get to? 
4. 

H
ow

 am
 I going to get there? 

5. 
H

ow
 w

ill I know
 I have arrived? 
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R
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h
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k
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o
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attitu

d
es ab

o
u

t faith
... 

U
se th

ese five q
u
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n

s to
 lea
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b
o

u
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e in
q

u
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a
n

d
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 d
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p
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ecia
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a
tio
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 fo
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n
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H
ow

 w
e tell others about Jesus

W
ord

Com
m

unity
W

orship
Service

They devoted them
selves to the teaching of the apostles and to the com

m
unal life, to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers. Aw

e cam
e upon 

everyone, and m
any w

onders and signs w
ere done through the apostles. All w

ho believed w
ere together and had all things in com

m
on; they w

ould sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent m

uch tim
e together in the tem

ple, they 
broke bread at hom

e and ate their food w
ith glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodw

ill of all the people. And day by day the Lord 
added to their num

ber those w
ho w

ere being saved. (Acts 2:42-47)

2

Nick
Oval



MYSTAGOGICAL CATECHESIS 

Copyright © 2003, 2015, TeamRCIA. All rights reserved. Find more resources on mystagogical catechesis at TeamRCIA.com. 

 

 

 

Event 
an encounter with God 

Recollection 
of the event’s symbols, actions, 

texts; taking time to remember 

Reflection 
sharing what was most 

memorable, engaging, 

discomforting 

Catechesis 
what Scripture and Tradition teach us; 

what we can learn from the symbol, action, text 

Connection 
to my life, to my situation and 

relationships, to the world 

Conversion 
how it challenges, confronts, 

affirms; why it matters; how 

will I live differently now? 

Some mystagogical questions: 

 What was your most memorable 

moment? 

 What was your favorite part? 

 What did you see/hear/do/feel? 

 What did it mean to you? 

 What does it remind you of from the 

Bible or from our Christian 

traditions? 

 What does it tell you about God? 

 What does it say about Christ? 

 How did the rite communicate that? 

 If that symbol could speak, what 

would it say to us about our faith? 

 How does this change you? 

Mystagogy is: 

Ambrose of Milan’s Method of Mystagogical Preaching, Craig Alan 

Satterlee, Liturgical Press, 2002 

 scripturally based 

 takes place within a liturgical setting 

 addressed exclusively to the Christian community 

 goal is formation of Christians rather than providing 

religious information to Christians 

Sacramentum Caritatis, #64 (Pope Benedict XVI) 

 corresponds interior disposition with our words and 

gestures 

 enables us to live what we celebrate 

 an encounter with Christ that 

o interprets rites in light of events of our salvation 

o presents the meaning of the signs in the rites 

o brings out significance of the rites for Christian life 
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