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Evangelizing As Jesus Did

Scenario

 Charles entered into conversation with Jim. 
Charles is a committed Christian and Jim is an 
agnostic.  The topic of 9/11 came up. Jim tells 
Charles that it was 9/11 that challenged his faith 
in God. Seeing all the death and destruction 
made him question the existence of God. 

Emmaus Model of Adult 
Learning

 What was Jesus’ first question to the disciples he 
met on the road to Emmaus?

 “What are you discussing as you walk along?”

 What was their response? 

 They shared their EXPERIENCE.
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Then what did Jesus do?

UNDERSTANDING

 He allowed them to freely articulate their 
UNDERSTANDING of the Jerusalem events 
BEFORE he taught them.

 He used their UNDERSTANDING of events (they 
were downcast) as a springboard to teach and explain 
everything in the prophetic TRADITION that referred 
to him (dogma). 

 TRADITION: He used word, ritual and 
sacrament to help reveal his identity AND to 
explain the meaning of their experience. (“They 
recognized him in the breaking of the bread”)

 He helped them bring their EXPERIENCE and 
their UNDERSTANDING of it into dialogue with 
the prophetic TRADITION.

TRADITION

 Jesus taught them the prophetic, messianic 

TRADITION. He taught them using 
words, Scripture, actions and symbol. 

He taught them by using what they already  
knew deep in their hearts.
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THEN WHAT HAPPENED?

CRITICAL REFLECTION

 They entered into CRITICAL REFLECTION on their 
experience of the Risen Christ. 

 They shared how it touched them.

 They shared what they learned.

 They reflected upon the TRADITION and what it 
meant. 

 “Were not our hearts burning within us?”

WHAT WAS THE OUTCOME?
CONVERSION AND TRANSFORMATION

 Their lives TRANSFORMED, they 
embraced Christ they encountered in his 
Word, in the Prophetic Tradition, in ritual 
action and went back to Jerusalem.

Decision 

 THEY MADE A DECISION TO WALK INTO THE 
LION’S DEN AND EMBRACE THE PASCHAL 
MYSTERY IN THEIR LIVES.

 CONVERSION!!!

 The unity of word and action—hearers and doers!
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Emmaus Model of Adult Learning
6 step process 

Experience
Step 1

 Catechumens’ articulate their human experience 
of an event, scripture, doctrine, or theme.

 What did they experience?

Understanding
Step 2

 Catechumens name their understanding of the 
event, Scripture, doctrine, or teaching—what it 
meant to them.

 Catechumens express their personal interpretation 
of the experience. 

 Getting their assumptions out on the table.
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Teaching the Tradition
Step 3

 Share the TRADITION.

 Provide the 'content' of the tradition in ways 
that invite conversion.

 Present exegesis, Catholic Tradition. 

Critical Reflection
Step 4

 Critically reflect on the TRADITION and 
the conversion it invites. 

 Appropriate and connect the Tradition 
with catechumens’ lives—finding meaning 
for their lives.

Step 4 Critical Reflection

 Catechumens make sense of the Christian story and of their own 
lives by placing them in dialogue with the Christian TRADITION.

 Having had the meaning of the Scriptures opened for the disciples, 
and having encountered him in sacrament, the question becomes, 
“What are you going to do about it?  How does it have any 
meaningful impact on your life?”   

 This step facilitates conversion, expresses  learnings, appropriates 
the material, discerns what needs to change and where growth is 
needed. 
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Conversion and Transformation
Step 5

 Catechumens’ articulate their new or renewed 
relationship with Christ. 

 Catechumens name the change of heart, change of 
attitude to which they hope to commit.

 Catechumens/participants articulate new insight.

Decision
Step 6

 Catechumens make the decision to change 
behaviors, actions, attitudes and world view. 

 Decision to act—to “return to Jerusalem”. 

 Decision for committed discipleship. 
Catechumens articulate the explicit steps they 
intend to take to change, to go out and live as a 
committed disciple in the world—to go out and 
repair our world. 

Summary
 NAMING THEIR EXPERIENCE

 UNDERSTANDING THEIR EXPERIENCE

 PRESENTING THE TRADITION

 CRITICAL REFLECTION

 CONVERSION AND TRANSFORMATION

 DECISION
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Strategies for effective 
transmission of content

 Attention to multiple learning styles—the visual 
learner, auditory learner, tactile learner—thus use 
of various media.

 Various styles of presentation, teacher/student, 
small group, large group interaction, group 
readings, activities, variety of postures and 
gestures.

 Stay on Point: Keeping key themes at the fore.

The Way God Teaches
Catechesis and the Divine Pedagogy By Joseph White 

Theory o Multiple Intelligences by
DR. Howard Gardner

 Linguistic Intelligence

 Spatial Intelligence

 Logical Mathematical 
Intelligence

 Musical Rhythm 
Intelligence

 Bodily-Kinesthetic

 Naturalist Intelligence

 Interpersonal 
Intelligence

 Intrapersonal 
Intelligence

Strategies cont…

 Handouts: provide handouts to affirm the visual 
learner. 

 Multiple medias: story telling, videos, PPT, group 
reading, flip charts, post its, slides, graphics, art. 
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Strategies cont…

 Stories: stories that emphasize the point being made—
they are remembered long after the key principles are 
forgotten.

 Rationale and Research: organize content, know the 
material, identify sources thus establishing credibility. 

 Help learners experience the new content but then 
summarize it and appropriate the new information.

Resources

 Faith, Life and Creed (A Complete Catechesis for Christian Life 

 (User friendly sessions for breaking open the Word for every Sunday of each 
cycle plus 41 doctrinal sessions). Available through (TEAMRCIA.COM or 
pastoralplanning.com).

 Word and Worship Workbook, Year A, B and C, Mary Birmingham, Paulist 
Press

mbirmingham@cfl.rr.com


