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Background

District Affiliation

TOMBALL ISD

CD #: 101921
Region: 04 
Mailing Address (Line 1): 310 S CHERRY ST 
Mailing Address (Line 2): 
City, State, Zip: TOMBALL, TX 77375

TOMBALL STAR ACADEMY // ECHS // Renewal // kimberlemckinney@tomballisd.net



School Affiliation

TOMBALL STAR ACADEMY

CDC #: 101-921-005
Region: 
Mailing Address (Line 1): 30330 QUINN RD 
Mailing Address (Line 2): 
City, State, Zip: TOMBALL, TX 77375
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Academy Information

What is the academy name?

Tomball Star Academy

Which model does the district intend to implement at this time? Within these models, there
are variations.

Stand Alone Academy - All students on the campus are enrolled in the academy.

Distinguished Recognition

Would your campus like to be considered for distinguished recognition? All ECHS seeking
distinguished recognition will be measured against the highest OBMs.

No

Grade Levels Served

What grade level(s) will your academy plan to serve in the 2020-2021 school year?

9 
10 
11 
12 

Enter the number of students that you plan to serve in 9th grade.

125

Enter the number of students that you plan to serve in 10th grade.

125

Enter the number of students that you plan to serve in 11th grade.
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125

Enter the number of students that you plan to serve in 12th grade.

125
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Contacts

Applicant

Applicant 1

Job Title

Principal

Name Prefix

Mrs.

First Name

Kimberle

Last Name

McKinney

Email

kimberlemckinney@tomballisd.net

Phone

281-357-3222

Principal

Principal 1

Name Prefix

Mrs.

First Name

Kimberle

Last Name

McKinney

Email

kimberlemckinney@tomballisd.net

Phone
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281-357-3222

Superintendent

Superintendent 1

Name Prefix

Dr.

First Name

Martha

Last Name

Salazar-Zamora

Email

marthasalazarzamora@tomballisd.net

Phone

281-357-3100
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Narratives

Current Designations at TOMBALL ISD:

TOMBALL STAR ACADEMY - ECHS - 1718

Previous Planning Year Applications at TOMBALL ISD:

Narratives

The majority of the following questions will be narrative response. Narrative responses are
limited to a maximum of 250 words. We recommend writing your responses in a text-editing
software such as Microsoft Word and then pasting your responses into the website when
they are complete. Progress to the next section when you are ready.

TOMBALL STAR ACADEMY // ECHS // Renewal // kimberlemckinney@tomballisd.net



Narratives: Degrees and Credentials: IHE
Agreements, Degrees and Credentials

Degrees and Credentials

Select the Career Cluster(s) that your academy plans to offer in 2021-2022.

STEM 

Select the Career Cluster(s) that your academy plans to offer in 2021-2022.

Engineering 

Which of the following credential(s) does the academy plan to offer students in 2021-2022
school year?

AD 

What associate degree(s) does the academy plan to offer?

Item

Business

Computer and Informational Sciences

Computer Programming

Engineering

Health Professions

Degrees and Credentials: IHE Agreements

Does the IHE partner currently have an articulation agreement with a four-year IHE detailing
how a student's associate degree and accrued credits could lead to a baccalaureate degree?

No

TOMBALL STAR ACADEMY // ECHS // Renewal // kimberlemckinney@tomballisd.net



Narratives: Strategic Partnerships

Strategic Partnerships

IHE Partner 1

Affiliation

Lone Star College Tomball

Name Prefix

Dr.

First Name

LeeAnn

Last Name

Nutt

Email

LeeAnn.Nutt@lonestar.edu

Phone

281-351-3378

Job Title

President LSC Tomball

The Early College High School shall have a current, signed Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) for each school year that defines the partnership between the school district(s) and the
institution(s) of higher education (IHE).

Describe how the IHE articulation agreement addresses the following IHE Blueprint
Requirement: Curriculum alignment and courses of study, which enables a student to
combine high school courses and college-level courses to earn either an associate degree,
postsecondary certificate provided by an IHE, or industry certification.

This is found in Benchmark 4 of our agreement. TISD and LSC-Tomball will verify alignment between
college and high school curricula as required by Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB),
Texas Education Agency (TEA) and other associated state, regional, and/or national requirements.
Verification will include an annual review of course crosswalk alignments, co-curricular changes, and
updates to any accreditation standards. TISD and LSC-Tomball will work collaboratively to provide
ECHS a sequence of courses that will enable students to achieve an Associate of Arts or 60
transferable hours toward a baccalaureate degree. Students will have a personal graduation plan
("PGP") based upon one of three independent school district endorsements: Arts & Humanities, STEM,
or Multidisciplinary. Limited college coursework will begin in the 9th grade with progression toward
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full-time status during students' 11th and 12th grade years. With special permission, students will have
the opportunity to enroll in Workforce Education Course Manual ("WECM") courses if it is determined
by TISD and the College that it is in the best interest of students' career goals. The ECHS Steering
Committee will implement an annual evaluation of the ECHS that will include but is not limited to
attendance, retention rate, GPA of high school credit courses and college courses, and adequate
progress toward degree completion of the students in the program. Leadership from TISD and LSC-T
will meet quarterly to discuss performance measures.

Describe how the IHE articulation agreement addresses the following IHE Blueprint
Requirements: Policies for: 1) advising students on the transferability of all college credit
offered and earned, 2) ensuring the IHE transcripts college credit earned through dual credit
in the same semester that credit is earned, 3) advising students as to the transferability and
applicability to baccalaureate degree plans for all college credit offered and earned (college
credits earned during high school should allow students to progress from an associate
degree to a bachelor's degree and beyond in their chosen field), 4) students accessing the IHE
facilities, services and resources

Benchmark 2 of our agreement contains the information for these questions. Students are jointly
advised by TISD and LSC-Tomball once during their 9th grade year, once during their 10th grade year,
twice during their 11th grade year and twice during their 12th grade year. These advisement sessions
include high school and college degree plan course/credit audits, paths to four-year universities and
scholarship opportunities. Students will earn two GPAs as follows: 1) College GPA based on their
respective policies and reflected on the LSC transcript, and 2) TISD weighted GPA based on their
respective policies and reflected on the TISD transcript. Class rank and GPA will be calculated for ECHS
students in relation to other ECHS students in their cohort. Student grades will be reported under the
established grading periods set by TISD and LSC-T. Tomball ISD ECHS students maintain the right to
file a formal request for a grade change or to challenge a penalty imposed for violation of standards of
academic integrity. Any challenge to a College grade will be addressed according to procedures
outlined in the College Academic Complaint and Appeal Process. All challenges to high school grades
will be addressed according to TISD's standard procedures. ECHS students will have similar access to
services and facilities as College students have on the College's campuses. ECHS student are eligible
to utilize the same or comparable academic and instructional support services that are afforded
College students.

Describe how the IHE articulation agreement addresses the following IHE Blueprint
Requirements: Transportation costs and fees including provisions for discontinuing operation
while ensuring students previously enrolled will have opportunity to complete their course of
study.

TISD may provide student transportation to and from LCS-T as required and as appropriate under state
law and TISD rules and procedures. TISD will also provide for student transportation to and from LSC-T
a minimum of six times for special programs per academic year as required by TEA standards. All
transportation costs are the responsibility of TISD. If a student leaves the program, they will receive a
copy of their transcript from both TISD and LSC-T so that they can finish their program of study
elsewhere if they choose.

Describe how the IHE articulation agreement addresses the following IHE Blueprint
Requirements: Data sharing agreement that includes provisions for teacher data such as
qualifications and student level data such as credit hours taken and earned, GPA, formative
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data to assess if student is on track for college readiness

The ECHS Steering Committee will implement an annual evaluation of the ECHS that will include but is
not limited to attendance, retention rate, GPA of high school credit courses and college courses, and
adequate progress toward degree completion of the students in the program. Leadership from TISD
and LSC-T will meet quarterly to discuss performance measures. TISD and LSC-T will jointly monitor: •
Programs of Study (Updated List of Crosswalks) • Provide College and Career Counseling • 60 College
Hours in 4 Years • Identification of Data Collection Points • Biannually implement a structured data
review process • Coordinate support and intervention tools – embedded in courses or in seminars
outside the course • Design policy statements and course sequence • Hire faculty and staff TISD will
monitor: • HS requirements and HS Foundation Plan • Design the master schedule • Curriculum
management – ensure that all courses are aligned to HB5 graduation requirements • Administer
relevant EOC courses to students in accordance with graduation requirements LSC-T will monitor: • AA
requirements

Narratives: Advanced Academics

Advanced Academics

Select the type of advanced courses (dual credit/AP/IB) your campus plans to offer students
in 2021-2022.

DC 
AP 

What type of dual credit courses does your campus plan to offer?

WECM 
AGCM 

Describe any challenges in ensuring your academy has educators with qualification to teach
dual credit. What steps did your academy take to address the need?

We have not faced any challenges in hiring qualified dual credit teachers. TISD interviews teachers
who appear to have qualifications to teach dual credit. Once a candidate is selected, before they are
hired, their information is sent to LSC-T for a review. Once they are approved by LSC-T to teach the
dual credit course, TISD officially hires them.

Is the academy a TSIA testing site?

Yes
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Narratives: Student Support

Student Support

Provide examples of how the campus plans to provide students with academic services. List
activities and brief descriptions of the activities. Add a new row for each provided service.

Activity Description

Path
College
Career I, II,
III, and IV

The Path College Career Prep courses advance intellectual curiosity, dependability,
emotional stability, and perseverance through tasks that foster deeper levels of
thinking and reasoning in the four core content areas.

Academic
Review
Meetings

When a student is struggling with content in any course, we set up an academic review
meeting will all teachers, the counselor, student and their parents. These meetings are
designed to develop intervention strategies and plans for the student.

Mentorship
Program

Students are assigned a student mentor as well as a faculty mentor if they are on an
academic contract. These mentors serve to check in on the students progress as well
as help with anything that student may need.

Extended
Learning
Center

Students are placed in the extended learning center if they have missing work or need
extra help with assignments in classes.

Provide examples of how the campus plans to provide students with wrap-around services.
List activities and brief descriptions of the activities. Add a new row for each wrap-around
service.

Activity Description

RISE
Program

This is a program to help students with substance abuse disorders.

Emotional
Backpack

This is a program for students, parents, teachers and staff to address emotional
stress. This program gives strategies and resources for different emotional struggles.

Harris Center We partner with the Harris center to provide students with counseling resources.
These resources are provided at a cost that is based on a student's medical
insurance rate. If they have no medical insurance, the services are provided for free.

Community
Youth
Services
(CYS)
Worker

We have a CYS worker that will help us find resources for students who may not be
able to afford them. For example, medical needs for a student who is homeless.
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How does your academy use the access, achievement, and attainment data for program
improvement?

The access, achievement and attainment data is used to create goals for my campus improvement
plan. When there are areas that need to be addressed, we create goals and strategies to improve
those areas. Currently, the only access OBM that we were not at a distinguished early college high
school level is the representation of males. This is hard for us because our campus does not have
extra-curricular activities. In an effort to increase the number of males on campus, we have partnered
with Lone Star College to allow access to extra-curricular activities. This is the first year that we have
students participating in sports through the college. We have also started an intramural sports league
on campus that the kids have loved. Tomball Star Academy does not have a full four grades yet. Next
year will be our first year to have 9th through 12th graders. To this point, we have met or exceeded all
Attainment OBM's that we have data for. In addition, we have met or exceeded all Distinguished Early
College level Achievement OBM's that we have data for. In our three years of existence, we have been
very successful academically. I attribute this to the innovative, rigorous classroom instruction in
conjunction with intentional interventions.

Narratives: Leadership Team

Leadership Team

List the Leadership Team's three priorities for the next year and describe how the selected
priority contributes to the academy's success. Each priority should be a benchmark from the
ECHS/T-STEM/P-TECH Blueprint.

Benchmark Description

Benchmark
4

We have learned that academic supports need to be put in place at both the college
and high school level. We had a higher number of failures than expected in math
when students transitioned to the college level. We have since reviewed that vertical
alignment and have put academic supports in place to help with this moving forward.
This will include utilizing the online homework platform at the high school before they
get to the college classroom. We will work with the IHE to plan staff development
between the IHE and ECHS faculty for property vertical curriculum alignment.

Benchmark
2

We will focus on professional development that integrates the ECHS faculty with the
IHE faculty. This will also help ensure vertical curriculum alignment as well as
consistent instructional strategies.

Benchmark
2

We need to work with the IHE to structure the schedule in a way that students can
meet three classes at the ECHS and three classes at the IHE within the school day.
These classes need to include core classes as well as classes within their pathway of
choice.
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Narratives: Benchmark 1 Products,
Benchmark 2 Products, Benchmark 3
Products, Benchmark 4 Products,
Benchmark 5 Products, Benchmark
Products, Benchmark 6 Products

Benchmark Products

Benchmark 1 Products

Provide a link to the academy's written admission policy and enrollment application.

https://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/academics/admissions

Provide a link to the academy's written recruitment plan including a timeline of recruitment
and enrollment events, and recruitment materials for distribution at feeder schools and other
appropriate locations in the community.

https://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/academics/admissions

Provide a link to the academy's brochures and marketing in Spanish, English, and/or other
relevant languages.

https://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/academics/admissions

Provide a link to the academy's written communication plan for targeting identified audiences,
parents, community members, school board, higher educational personnel, etc.

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1128102&type=d

Benchmark 2 Products
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Provide a link to the academy's final, signed, and executed MOU with their IHE.

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1126939&type=d&pREC_ID=1837591

Benchmark 3 Products

Provide a link to the academy's leadership meeting agendas and minutes.

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=612393&type=d&pREC_ID=1389455

Provide a link to the academy's school board and board of regents' presentations.

https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/school-board/notices-and-minutes

Provide a link to the academy's description of each member and role in committee.

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1126939&type=d&pREC_ID=1837591

Benchmark 4 Products

Provide a link to the academy's 60 college credit hours crosswalk

https://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/academics/

Provide a link to the academy's calendar of family outreach events.

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1497685&type=d

Provide a link to the academy's professional learning community agenda and notes

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1497630&type=d

Provide a link to the academy's advisory/study skills curriculum material

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1497630&type=d

Provide a link to the academy's Master Schedules

TOMBALL STAR ACADEMY // ECHS // Renewal // kimberlemckinney@tomballisd.net



http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1126940&type=d

Benchmark 5 Products

Provide a link to the academy's calendar of TSI test administration dates.

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1127944&type=d

Provide a link to the academy's aggregate reports of TSI exam performance

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1127944&type=d

Provide a link to the academy's tutoring and bridge program schedules

https://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/academics/summer-bridge

Provide a link to the academy's Bridge program curricula

https://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/academics/summer-bridge

Benchmark 6 Products

Provide a link to the academy’s mentor/induction program plans.

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=612394&type=d&pREC_ID=1641199

Provide a link to the academy’s annual training or professional development plan with ECHS
and IHE faculty.

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=612393&type=d&pREC_ID=1389455

Provide a link to the academy’s ECHS leader/liaison meeting agendas and notes.

http://tsa.tomballisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1126930&type=d
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