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Tell us about your collection location. 
I have asked our local Grocery and Deli near 
the Camano State Park to save the cigarette 
waste for me to pick-up on a regular basis. 

The Elger Bay Grocery, Deli & Gifts 

(elgerbaygrocery.com) has been very 
cooperative in supporting recycling cigarette 
waste! You get the funny look when you ask 
about collecting cigarette butts... but now, it's a 
routine thing. My other collection is when I am 
visiting auto dealerships. They let me empty the 
buckets around the entrances that collect the 
cigarette waste. Sometimes I bring back 
enough to fill up three shoe boxes. It's great 

when the salesman offers help in doing the 
dirty smelly job. “It’s for a good cause,” is what 
I keep telling myself. It is far better to collect 
them in a large black trash bag and tie it in a 

knot and toss it in the back of the truck. On 

days that I don't drive the truck, I double bag it 
or use a Tupperware bowl large enough to hold 
a cat litter scooper, gloves and zip lock bag. (A 
water bottle with cap works great too!) 

 
Why do you participate in the Cigarette 

Waste Brigade? 
I've learned that cigarette waste contains 
carcinogens that can seep into our waters. 
Cigarette butts are EVERYWHERE. If we don't 
do something our waters are jeopardized. Here 
on Camano Island, a lot of people are on wells 
or share one as a community. Cigarettes are a 

bad habit in the first place, but we need to get 

rid of the waste smartly. Thanks to this Brigade 
and the partnership between TerraCycle and 
Santa Fe Natural Tobacco Company, we can 
have a 

solution. Besides the environmental dangers it 
imposes, cigarette litter says “we don't care.” I 
would like to change that in educating people 
that there IS a place it can go to be recycled. 
It CAN help other people like the organization, 
Keep America Beautiful, who in turns helps 
many communities. Plus... it can be made into 
something useful. It doesn't do any good in the 
landfills. We can change that. One person at a 
time. 
 
How do you collect so much cigarette 
waste? 
At first, I had a sign out on the local billboard 
for jobs displaying how easy it is to save, bag 
it, 

zip it and bring it by for disposal in the bin. The 

sign is gone now… but some “regulars” see me 
scoop out the waste, and I get to tell them 
about it. Every other day on my way home, I 

stop to clean out the ash bins. If I’m sick or 

unable to get there in time, to keep things 
looking clean... they will scoop the other two 
ash bins and collect it in one bin. One time 
there was so much from the Holiday and 
weekend, an employee tried to bury it in the 
sand. It is not uncommon now to come into the 
store when I don't have my collecting supplies. 

The cashiers recognize that I'm there to get 

"butts" and hand me their scooper and plastic 
bag. The car can become smelly, so I tie a knot 
in the bag, and roll the driver's window down & 
place the bag outside, then roll the window 
back up. These are small collections, but they 
add up! 
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What tips do you have for other 
participants in the Cigarette Waste 
Brigade? 

If you have a friend who smokes, you might as 
well let them know that they can help someone 
else by recycling their ashes and all. “Did you 
know you are purchasing a green product?” 
“That's right, the whole package is recycle-able! 
How can you recycle this filthy trash?” “It’s too 
stinky and very contaminated! What do they do 
with it?” “It is made into new plastic products 
like garbage bins, park benches. You won't 
believe what TerraCycle has been able to 
recycle more things like cheese wrappers and 
more!”  Give them the website, email it or write 
it down for them. It will get their wheels 
spinning on what else they can divert from the 

landfills. They can bring it to you, or tell them 
where they can drop it. We all need to feel like 

we're doing something good for the earth. And 

this is just one of them! 
 
Here's a tip for collecting the waste... you're 
going to get some unacceptable waste in the 
ash bins (gum, matches, toothpicks, etc.). 
Don't fret it, if it can be recycled take it upon 
yourself as your good deed to get it where it 
can be properly recycled. If you need to, put a 
sign there making it clear what is accepted and 
it is a designated receptacle for cigarette waste 
only.  My sign has been down a while, so I'm 
going to put another one up. I'm also going to 
see about a main collector receptacle that the 
employees can dump the cigarette waste to 
eliminate the frequent stops. Then once a 
week, I can pick-up the collection and change 
out the bag. This will maintain a clean looking 
front for the store. 
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Is there a specific tool or resource that 
you've created to help you collect and 
recycle cigarette waste? 

Bright orange paper with info to RECYCLE 
CIGARETTE WASTE HERE. Collect it, Zip it, 
Dump it, We recycle cigarette butts and all! 
Something similar to this lingo was posted on 
the local job board that was outside the shop 
and near one of the cigarette sand boxes. I 
have also mentioned this Brigade is collected in 
our new recycle program. We have started a 
collection of non-traditional recycle items for 
our community 
(www.recycleforagoodcause.wordpress.com). I 
am also excited to start sharing how to recycle 
more in a free seminar at our local Camano 
Center starting in July 2014.  We will go over 
cigarette waste and other Brigade programs, 
plus other plastic things that are not accepted 
in our self-haul transfer station. We do have a 
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curbside service, and I am in the process of 

looking into how we can work together. 
 
What is the best or most influential thing 
you've spent your TerraCycle points on? 
Knowing that there are no points for our local 
community, we are happy it can benefit the 
Keep America Beautiful organization. Sure, it 
would be great to get points, but it is worth 
sending these in for KAB. Plus the greater 
benefit that affects us all...cleaner water.  A 
better future for our kids. 

 
Is there a specific message that you 
would like to share with Santa Fe Natural 
Tobacco Company, the brand partner of 
the Cigarette Waste Brigade? 
I would like to thank Santa Fe Natural Tobacco 

Company who has provided the means to 

provide this recycling program with TerraCycle. 

I hope you are able to continue this collection 

and provide plastic products such as the park 

benches that are proof of our efforts. WE CAN 

DIVERT WASTE FROM THE LANDFILLS, but 

only as a team. Thank you! 


