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WORLD’S MOST LITTERED ITEM NOW RECYCLABLE IN OWEN SOUND 

 
Locals Stomp-Out Cigarette Litter with Help from TerraCycle Recycling Program 

 
OWEN SOUND, Ontario (September 9, 2019) - The City of Owen Sound has joined forces 
with TerraCycle, the world’s leader in the collection and repurposing of complex waste streams, 
to recycle the world’s most littered item – cigarette butts. After being shipped to TerraCycle, the 
waste collected through the program is processed into plastic pellets for use in a variety of 
recycled products while the remaining tobacco is composted.  
 
Through this program, Owen Sound is not only addressing the nation’s most commonly littered 
item but also a form of potentially harmful waste since plastic cigarette filters persist in the 
environment long after the associated paper and tobacco has decomposed. Since implementing 
the program, 10 cigarette collection receptacles have been placed within the Downtown River 
Precinct and along frequently traveled routes and sidewalks in the Downtown Core.  
 
The City decided to implement the receptacles due to the amount of cigarette litter that was 
recovered from nearby waterways. The City of Owen Sound hopes that by providing smoking 
residents with a solution for cigarette waste where one did not previously exist, the resulting 
litter will significantly decrease.  
 
“The small steps are important because they grow into larger steps” says Cassandra Cesco, 
Supervisor of Environmental Services. “This is what makes the difference in our communities.” 
 
All of the collected waste is shipped to TerraCycle for recycling. When processed, the paper and 
tobacco is separated from the filter and composted. The filter is recycled into plastic pellets 
which can be used by manufacturers to make a number of products such as shipping pallets, 
ashtrays and park benches. 
 
About Owen Sound 
Known as the Scenic City, Owen Sound features an expansive harbour and bay, winding rivers, 
tree-lined streets, extensive parks and trails and a thriving, historic downtown. Once named a 
Cultural Capital of Canada, the city is home to numerous festivals and events, such as the 
Summerfolk Music & Crafts Festival, the Salmon Spectacular fishing derby, the Concours 
d'Elegance and the Festival of Northern Lights. Key natural attractions include Inglis Falls, 
Harrison Park, Kelso Beach Park and several conservation areas. The Bruce Trail forms a ribbon 
around the city along the escarpment, connecting waterfalls and revealing a wide array of flora 
and fauna, including rare ferns. 
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About TerraCycle 
TerraCycle is an innovative waste management company with a mission to eliminate the idea of 
waste®. Operating nationally across 21 countries, TerraCycle partners with leading consumer 
product companies, retailers, cities, and facilities to recycle products and packages, from dirty 
diapers to cigarette butts, that would otherwise end up being landfilled or incinerated. In 
addition, TerraCycle works with leading consumer product companies to integrate hard to 
recycle waste streams, such as ocean plastic, into their products and packaging. TerraCycle has 
won over 200 awards for sustainability and has donated over $44 million to schools and charities 
since its founding 15 years ago. To learn more about TerraCycle or get involved in its recycling 
programs, please visit www.terracycle.com. 
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