


3 Accusation against Paul
Romans 3:1-8

The three accusations against Paul were actually against Paul’s God.

1. The God of the Gospel is Unfaithful (v. 3)  (NO!)

2. The God of the Gospel is Unrighteous (v. 5) (NO!)

3. The God of the Gospel is Unjust (v. 7) (NO!)

It is the responsibility of the Christian to be able to respond to these attacks with 

Truth.



Romans 3:1-8

1  Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of 
circumcision? 

2   Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted 
with the oracles of God. 

3  What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify 
the faithfulness of God, will it? 

4  May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as 
it is written, “THAT YOU MAY BE JUSTIFIED IN YOUR WORDS, AND PREVAIL WHEN YOU 
ARE JUDGED.” 

5  But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we 
say? The God who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking in human 
terms.) 

6  May it never be! For otherwise, how will God judge the world? 

7  But if through my lie the truth of God abounded to His glory, why am I also still being 
judged as a sinner? 

8  And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and as some claim that we say), 
“Let us do evil that good may come”? Their condemnation is just.



What the Jews are missing 
(and Paul will go on to explain in the next several chapters)

✓ There is a difference between the Nation of Israel and the individual Jewish person.

✓ Spiritual salvation (eternal life) is NOT National → it’s Individual

✓ Spiritual salvation (eternal life) is NOT Collective → it’s Personal

✓ Spiritual salvation is NOT physical (something you do) it’s relational—By grace through faith.

❖ Don’t confuse the unilateral, unconditional promises of God to Israel with the spiritual

salvation of the Jewish individual—they are two different things.



Romans 3:1-8

1  Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of 
circumcision? 

2   Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted 
with the oracles of God. 

3  What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify 
the faithfulness of God, will it? 

4  May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as 
it is written, “THAT YOU MAY BE JUSTIFIED IN YOUR WORDS, AND PREVAIL WHEN YOU 
ARE JUDGED.” 

5  But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we 
say? The God who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking in human 
terms.) 

6  May it never be! For otherwise, how will God judge the world? 

7  But if through my lie the truth of God abounded to His glory, why am I also still being 
judged as a sinner? 

8  And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and as some claim that we say), 
“Let us do evil that good may come”? Their condemnation is just.



3  What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the 
faithfulness of God, will it? 

Rephrase:

“Ok, some Jews didn’t believe, some were unfaithful—I’ll give you that, 
but are you telling me that because of that God is going to break His 
promises to Israel?”

“Has God just abandoned everything He said in the OT?”

“Has God now become unfaithful?”



Romans 3:4

• God will punish sin, the sin of the Jew as well as the sin of the gentile.

• He is Just in His judgments—always.

• But God will always keep His Covenantal word no matter what.

• 2 Tim. 2:13 “If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot 
deny Himself.” 

4  May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, 
though every man be found a liar, as it is written, 
“THAT YOU MAY BE JUSTIFIED IN YOUR WORDS, AND 
PREVAIL WHEN YOU ARE JUDGED.” 



Romans 3:5—6

5  But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of 
God, what shall we say? The God who inflicts wrath is not 
unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking in human terms.) 

• Rephrased:  “Ok then, if our unrighteousness demonstrates just 
how righteous God is, isn’t God unrighteous to inflict His wrath 
on us?”

• “If our sin, as a people, puts on display all these wonderful, 
glorious attributes of God—How on earth can He condemn us?

6  May it never be! For otherwise, how will God judge the world? 

• Rephrased:  ““IMPOSSSIBLE! If God was unrighteous, He would have no right to 
sit in judgement of the world—Which we all know He is and he will.

• Job 8:3 “Does God pervert justice?  or does the Almighty pervert what is right?” 

• Job 34:10ff “Therefore, listen to me, you men of understanding.  Far be it from 
God to do wickedness, and from the Almighty to do wrong. For He pays a man 
according to his work, and makes him find it according to his way.  Surely, God will 
not act wickedly, and the Almighty will not pervert Justice.”



Romans 3:7—8

7  But if through my lie the truth of God abounded to His glory, why am I 
also still being judged as a sinner? 

8  And why not say (as we are slanderously reported and as some claim that 
we say), “Let us do evil that good may come”? Their condemnation is just.

• “What is in the mind of a man who accuses God of injustice?  It is, in 
reality, a claim to superior justice.”  Barnhouse



God’s Word—not mans—will stand

“Forever, O Lord, Your word stands firm in heaven.”  Psalm 119:89

“The sum of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous ordinances 
is everlasting.”  Psalm 119:160

“It is better to take refuge in the LORD than trust in princes.”  Psalm 118:9



What do we learn from 

Paul?

1) Anticipate people’s questions.  Be ready for them.

2) Have Answers for them.  If you don’t have an answer, find the answer.

3) Respond with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15).

4) Know—whenever there is a question about whether God is right or 

man is right—God is ALWAYS right.  (Bible vs. Society)


