Revelation 20  The 1000 Year Reign of Jesus Christ [Pre-millennial View]
 (
Note:  
The 
1000 y
ea
r
 reign
 of Christ is 
only 
stated
 in
 
Rev 
20
,
 and here 6 times
. Thus, many reject it and OT promises by God to establish His kingdom on earth as promised to Israel. As a result there are many different 
non-literal
 
interpretations of 
Rev 20
 to explain this 
1000 year reign
 away. They include:
Postmillennialism
: Church ushers in the age of bliss, after which Christ returns
Amillennialism
 [
more recent
]
: 
millennium is the church age; Satan was bound at the Cross
; Christ 
returns only 
to judge the world.
Premillenialism
 [most literal]: 
Historical
: 
Rev 6-19
 are historical and symbolically refer to the Church
Covenant
: 1000 year reign is to offer salvation to more people
Theocratic
: God will fulfill OT promises that David’s throne will rule forever and gentiles will be blessed. Thus, 
Christ
 will return after the tribulation and 
reign on earth for 1000 years
 – interpret 
Rev 20
 as literally as possible.
 
Note: 
the use of “
and
” throughout indicates 
action in logical order
 [
Walvoord
]
.
Rev 19
-20
 Events
:
Event 1
: Christ’s Second 
Coming
 with all His saints (“
1
st
 Resurrection
”)
Event 2
: Beast and false prophet into lake of fire
Event 3
: Armies destroyed
)
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Satan, Saints, and Sinners
	Revelation 20
	References
	Notes/Events

	And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3and threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.
	

Isaiah 24:21-22 So it will happen in that day, That the LORD will punish the host of heaven, on high, And the kings of the earth, on earth. 22And they will be gathered together Like prisoners in the dungeon, And will be confined in prison; And after many days they will be punished
. 
	For Rev 20, try to determine what John saw versus what he had to be told – i.e., what was interpreted for John and us.


“thousand years” occurs 6 times in Rev 20


Event 4 – Satan is bound


Why is Satan bound?

Why must he be released a second time?


	4And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
	Daniel 7:27 ~'Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One;…
Luke 22:30 … you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
1 Cor. 6:2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? … 
Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called…
	Event 5 – thrones set up for judgment

“They sat upon” thrones → ____________


“had not worshipped the beast” → ______ ________________



Not just the Church reigns with Christ.

	5The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.




· Note: “will reign” indicates the future relationship of resurrected saints who reign with Christ at His second coming. Thus premillennial is the correct eschatology. 
	Jeremiah 23:5-6 "Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land. 6"In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell securely; And this is His name by which He will be called, 'The Lord our righteousness.' 
Isaiah 2:2-4 Now it will come about that In the last days…4…He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; … Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war.
Isaiah 11:4-6 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth…6And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the kid…
Isaiah 65:20 "No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, Or an old man who does not live out his days; For the youth will die at the age of one hundred And the one who does not reach the age of one hundred Shall be thought accursed. 
	“first resurrection” as opposed to the last resurrection. The first includes those who reign with Christ for 1000 yrs; OT saints, Church saints, Tribulation saints. The “last” resurrection will be of the “wicked dead.”

Acts 24:15 [Paul writing]…there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 

· There are: 2 types of birth, 2 types of death, and 2 types of resurrection


· The Millennium will be 1000 years of blessed living for all saints in an ideal world with a Perfect King – 

Rev. 12:5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron …

	7And when the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, 8and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. 9And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them.
	
 
 Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it? 

Note: this is not the Battle of Armageddon, which occurred 1000 years earlier. This gathering has a different time, different location, different events, and different results.
	· Many still fail the test of faith even though they “see” Christ.

John 20:29 Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed."

Event 6 – Satan released

·  Gog & Magog represent ______________

Event 7 – Rebellion and destruction 


	10And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
	
Matthew 25:41 "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; 

	Event 8 – Satan into Lake of Fire

Note: lake of fire [= Gehenna- “hell’] is not annihilation, it is conscious torment

· The devil is not in hell today
· The devil is not the first to go

How long is the torment? _______________

	11And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 
	John 5:22  "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 

Matthew 24:35 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away. 
2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 
2 Peter 3:13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 
Rev. 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 
	Event 9 – great white throne

Who sits on it?




Where is it?



	12And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.
	Matthew 16:27 "For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and will then recompense every man according to his DEEDS. 
Hebrews 9:27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, 
Daniel 7:9-10 "I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire. 10 "A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were opened. 

This is NOT the below judgment…
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 
	Event 10 – Books opened & Book of Life

The dead before the throne – the “wicked dead”

Event 11 – 2nd resurrection & judgment

“death and Hades gave up the dead” means that bodies of the unsaved will be joined with their spirits which have been in Hades [Walvoord]

· “sea gave up the dead” – gave up bodies, confirmation that all dead are raised

· Sheol or Hades – intermediate state
· Hell – eternal state of punishment [lake of fire]

	14And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
	1 Corinthians 15:25-26 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death. 

Rev. 3:5 'He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels. 

Matthew 25:41 "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;
	Event 12 –death & Hades sent to 2nd death, the Lake of Fire 

Event 13 – unbelievers to 2nd death, the Lake of Fire
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2. Final and permanent re-gathering of Israel:

Ezekiel 39:25-27 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Now I shall restore the fortunes of Jacob, and have mercy on the whole house of Israel;… 27"When I bring them back from the peoples and gather them from the lands of their enemies, then I shall be sanctified through them in the sight of the many nations. 
Amos 9:15 "I will also plant them on their land, And they will not again be rooted out from their land Which I have given them," Says the LORD your God. 
Jeremiah 23:5-8 "Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land. 6"In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell securely; And this is His name by which He will be called, 'The LORD our righteousness.' 7"Therefore behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "when they will no longer say, 'As the LORD lives, who brought up the sons of Israel from the land of Egypt,' 8but, 'As the LORD lives, who brought up and led back the descendants of the household of Israel from the north land and from all the countries where I had driven them.' Then they will live on their own soil." 
Ezekiel 37:21-22 "And say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land; 22and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king will be king for all of them; and they will no longer be two nations, and they will no longer be divided into two kingdoms. 

3. Christ’s Reign:

Daniel 7:13-14 "… And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion... 
Isaiah 2:2-3 … In the last days The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of the mountains... 3And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
Acts 2:29-30 "Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30  "And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE,

4. David’s Reign:

Ezekiel 37:24-25 "And My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd; and they will walk in My ordinances, and keep My statutes, and observe them. 25"And they shall live on the land that I gave to Jacob My servant, in which your fathers lived; and they will live on it, they, and their sons, and their sons' sons, forever; and David My servant shall be their prince forever. 
Jeremiah 30:9 'But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up for them. 
Ezekiel 34:24 "And I, the LORD, will be their God, and My servant David will be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
Hosea 3:5 Afterward the sons of Israel will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king; and they will come trembling to the LORD and to His goodness in the last days. 

5. Israel Exalted over the Gentiles:

Isaiah 14:1-2 When the LORD will have compassion on Jacob, and again choose Israel, and settle them in their own land, then strangers will join them and attach themselves to the house of Jacob. 2And the peoples will take them along and bring them to their place, and the house of Israel will possess them as an inheritance in the land of the LORD as male servants and female servants; and they will take their captors captive, and will rule over their oppressors. 
Isaiah 49:22-23 Thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I will lift up My hand to the nations, And set up My standard to the peoples; And they will bring your sons in their bosom, And your daughters will be carried on their shoulders. 23"And kings will be your guardians, And their princesses your nurses. They will bow down to you with their faces to the earth, And lick the dust of your feet; And you will know that I am the LORD; Those who hopefully wait for Me will not be put to shame.
 Isaiah 60:14-17 "And the sons of those who afflicted you will come bowing to you, And all those who despised you will bow themselves at the soles of your feet; And they will call you the city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 15"Whereas you have been forsaken and hated With no one passing through, I will make you an everlasting pride, A joy from generation to generation. 16"You will also suck the milk of nations, And will suck the breast of kings; Then you will know that I, the LORD, am your Savior, And your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. 17"Instead of bronze I will bring gold, And instead of iron I will bring silver, And instead of wood, bronze, And instead of stones, iron. And I will make peace your administrators, And righteousness your overseers. 

6. Spiritual Life in the Millennium:

Isaiah 11:9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea.
 Jeremiah 31:33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
Ezekiel 36:26-27 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

7. Millennial Temple:

Ezekiel 40:48 Then he brought me to the porch of the temple and measured each side pillar of the porch, five cubits on each side; and the width of the gate was three cubits on each side. 
Ezekiel 44:4 Then He brought me by way of the north gate to the front of the house; and I looked, and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD, and I fell on my face. 

8. Sacrifices in the Millennium:

Isaiah 56:7 Even those I will bring to My holy mountain, And make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; For My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples." 
Jeremiah 33:18 and the Levitical priests shall never lack a man before Me to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings, and to prepare sacrifices continually.' " 
Zech. 14:16-21 Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations that went against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths … . 20In that day there will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, "HOLY TO THE LORD." And the cooking pots in the LORD 'S house will be like the bowls before the altar. 21And every cooking pot in Jerusalem and in Judah will be holy to the LORD of hosts; and all who sacrifice will come and take of them and boil in them …
Malachi 3:3-4 "And He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness. 4"Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD, as in the days of old and as in former years. 




9. Social and Economic Life in the Millennium

a. Most will be saved: 

Jeremiah 31:34 "And they shall not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more." 
Isaiah 11:3-4 And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 

b. Prosperity:

Ezekiel 34:25-27 "And I will make a covenant of peace with them and eliminate harmful beasts from the land, so that they may live securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 26"And I will make them and the places around My hill a blessing. And I will cause showers to come down in their season; they will be showers of blessing. 27"Also the tree of the field will yield its fruit, and the earth will yield its increase, and they will be secure on their land. …

c. Health and long life:

Isaiah 35:5-7 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness And streams in the Arabah. 7And the scorched land will become a pool, And the thirsty ground springs of water; In the haunt of jackals, its resting place, Grass becomes reeds and rushes. 
Isaiah 65:18-20 "But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing, And her people for gladness. 19"I will also rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad in My people; And there will no longer be heard in her The voice of weeping and the sound of crying. 20"No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, Or an old man who does not live out his days; For the youth will die at the age of one hundred And the one who does not reach the age of one hundred Shall be thought accursed. 
Jeremiah 30:19 'And from them shall proceed thanksgiving And the voice of those who make merry; And I will multiply them, and they shall not be diminished; I will also honor them, and they shall not be insignificant. 

10. Changes in the physical earth:

Zech. 14:4 And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south. 
Zech. 14:10 All the land will be changed into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem; but Jerusalem will rise and remain on its site from Benjamin's Gate as far as the place of the First Gate to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king's wine presses. 
Ezekiel 47:1-12 Then he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, water was flowing from under the threshold of the house toward the east, for the house faced east. And the water was flowing down from under, from the right side of the house, from south of the altar. 2And he brought me out by way of the north gate and led me around on the outside to the outer gate by way of the gate that faces east. … 8Then he said to me, "These waters go out toward the eastern region and go down into the Arabah; then they go toward the sea, being made to flow into the sea, and the waters of the sea become fresh ... 12"And by the river on its bank, on one side and on the other, will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither, and their fruit will not fail. They will bear every month because their water flows from the sanctuary, and their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing." 



 (
Two Reasons Why Jesus May Be Coming Soon:
1. 
Leviticus 26:14
,17
-18,33
 
'But if you do not obey Me and do not carry out all these commandments, …
 
17
'… I will set 
My
 face against you so that you shall be struck down before your enemies [606 B.C.]; and those who hate you shall rule over you, and you shall flee when no one is pursuing you. 
18
'
If also after these things, you do not obey Me
 [536 B.C.] , then 
I will punish you seven times more
 for your sins….
33
'You, however, I will scatter among the nations and will draw out a sword after you, as your land becomes desolate and your cities become waste.  
[Written ~1450 B.C.]
Ezekiel 4:5-6
 "For I have assigned you a number of days corresponding to the years of their iniquity, 
three hundred and ninety days
…
6
"When you have completed these, you shall lie down a second time, 
but
 on your right side, and bear the iniquity of the house of Judah; I have assigned it to you for 
forty days
, a day for each year.  
[Written ~580 B.C.]
[
See 
Jeremiah 25:11
]
430 years of punishment
Israel continued to sin
    536 B.C.
+
2483.8 
years
 
606 B.C. Babylonian captivity
360 x 7 = 2520 years more,
  1948 A.D.
-536
 B.C. partial return
2520 x 360 = 907,200 days,
 70 years, therefore 360 years remain
907,200 / 365.25 = 2483.8 years
Israel became a nation again on May 14, 1948
Matthew 24:32-34
 "
Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender, and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near; 
33
even so you too, when you see all these things, recognize that He is near, 
right
 at the door. 
34
"Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.
[“Armageddon, Appointment with Destiny”, Grant Jeffrey, Bantam Books, Aug 88, pp38-42.]
2.  
Psalm 90:4
 For a thousand years in Thy sight Are like yesterday when it passes by, Or 
as
 a watch in the night. 
Exodus 31:16-17
 'So the sons of Israel shall observe the Sabbath...' 
17
"
It is a sign between Me and the sons of Israel forever
; for in six days the L
ord
 made heaven and earth, but 
on the seventh day He ceased 
from labor
,
 and was refreshed." 
Exodus 24:16
 And the glory of the L
ord
 rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; and 
on
 the seventh day He called to Moses
 from the midst of the cloud.
Joshua 6:4
 "Also seven priests shall carry seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark; then 
on the seventh day
 you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 
2 Peter 3:7-8
 
But
 the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
8
But do not let this one 
fact
 escape your notice, beloved, that 
with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day
. 
Hosea 6:1-2
 "
Come,
 let us return to the L
ord
. For He has torn 
us
 [70 A.D.]
,
 but He will heal us; He has wounded 
us,
 but He will bandage us. 
2
"
He will revive us after two days
 [May 14, 1948]; 
He will raise us up on the third day
 [
Dan 12:1-2
] t
hat we may live before Him. [
Is 65:18-23
, 
Millennium
]
) (
Biblical genealogy places Adam ~ 4000 B.C.
) (
The Lamb opens the seals.
) (
Angels sound the trumpets.
) (
God sends the bowls out, 
full  of
 the wrath of God.
)
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