


“It would be a poor, forlorn world if there were not the hope 
that some day, somehow, there would come peace and 

righteousness upon this earth.  The tragedy is that men seek to 
get it by human means instead of in the way that God provides”  

Donald Gray Barnhouse

Romans



• The impact of this book cannot be 

overstated.  While ALL Scripture is inspired 

by God and all Scripture impacts the soul; 

this one book seems to be at the root of 

every revival and reformation in church 
history.

The Impact of Romans



• In 386 A.D. a man sat weeping bitterly, tears 
streaming down his cheeks.  He had come to 
see the futility of life.  He had been living his 
life doing all the sinful things of the world.  He 
had reached the top of his profession as a 
professor in Milan, Italy only now to question 
everything.  He recounts what happened next

The Impact of Romans



“But when a profound reflection had, from the secret depths of my soul, drawn 

together and heaped up all my misery before the sight of my heart, there arose a 

mighty storm, accompanied by as mighty a shower of tears. Which, that I might 

pour forth fully, with its natural expressions, I stole away from Alypius; for it 

suggested itself to me that solitude was fitter for the business of weeping. So I 

retired to such a distance that even his presence could not be oppressive to me. 

Thus was it with me at that time, and he perceived it; for something, I believe, I 

had spoken, wherein the sound of my voice appeared choked with weeping, and 

in that state had I risen up. He then remained where we had been sitting, most 

completely astonished. I flung myself down, how, I know not, under a certain fig-

tree, giving free course to my tears, and the streams of mine eyes gushed out

I was…weeping in the most bitter contrition of my heart, when, lo, I heard the voice as of a boy or girl, I 

know not which, coming from a neighboring house, chanting, and oft repeating, "Take up and read; take 

up and read." Immediately my countenance was changed, and I began most earnestly to consider 

whether it was usual for children in any kind of game to sing such words; nor could I remember ever to 

have heard the like. So, restraining the torrent of my tears, I rose up, interpreting it no other way than as 

a command to me from Heaven to open the book, and to read the first chapter I should light 

upon.…….So quickly I returned to the place where Alypius was sitting; for there had I put down the 

volume of the apostles, when I rose thence. I grasped, opened, and in silence read that paragraph on 

which my eyes first fell, - “Not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, 

not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard 

to its lusts” (Romans 13:13-14). No further would I read, nor did I need; for instantly, as the sentence 

ended- by a light, as it were, of security infused into my heart, - all the gloom of doubt vanished away.”

-Augustine



❖Martin Luther, the man that would spark the 
Protestant Reformation recounts its impact on 
him…

The Impact of Romans



“I greatly longed to understand Paul’s Epistle to the Romans and 

nothing stood in the way but that one expression, “The righteousness 

of God,”  because I took it to mean the righteousness whereby God is 

righteous and deals righteously in punishing the unrighteous….night 

and day I pondered it until…I grasped the truth that the righteousness 

of God is that righteousness whereby, through grace and sheer mercy, 

He justifies us by faith….  

*Barend Klass Kuiper, Martin Luther; The Formative Years (Grand Rapids; Eerdmans, 1933). pp. 198-208

Thereupon I felt myself to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise.  

The whole of Scripture took on a new meaning, and whereas before “The righteousness of 

God” had filled me with hate, now it became to me a gateway to heaven.”



❖ John Wesley, renowned preacher, teacher, and 
pillar of the Methodist movement had travelled 
to the U.S. to teach the Georgian Indians the 
nature of Christianity.  What he discovered while 
ministering to them shocked him to his core.

The Impact of Romans



“What have I learnt myself in the meantime?  What I the least of all 

suspected, that I who went to America to convert others was never 

converted to God myself….I diligently strove against sin, I omitted no 

sort of self-denial which I thought lawful.  I omitted no occasion of 

doing good; but could not find that all this gave me any assurance of 

acceptance with God….”

As Wesley made his way back to England, struggling and depressed 

he recounts what pulled him out of it and gave him hope of assurance.

*Sketches from Church History; S.M. Houghton, Banner of Truth. 1980. pp. 188-189

“….I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate St. where one was reading Luther’s 

preface to the Epistle to the Romans.  About a quarter before nine, while he was 

describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart 

strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for my salvation; and an 

assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from 

the law of sin and death.”



Said of Romans….



• “When anyone understands this Epistle, he has a passage opened to him 
to the understanding of the whole Scriptures. --John Calvin

• For as much as this Epistle is the principal and most excellent part of the 
New Testament, and most pure evangelion, that is to say, glad tidings, and 
that we call gospel, and also a light and a way unto the whole Scripture; I 
think it meet that every Christian man not only know it, by rote and 
without the book, but also exercise himself therein evermore continually, 
as with the daily bread of the soul.  No man verily can read it too often or 
study it too well; for the more it is studied, the easier it is; the more it is 
chewed, the pleasanter it is; the more groundly it is searched, the 
preciouseser things are found in it, so great treasure of spiritual things 
lieth hid therein.” --William Tyndale (Bible translator/Martyr)

• “The Epistle to the Romans is the true masterpiece of the New Testament 
and the very purest gospel, which is well worth and deserving that a 
Christian man should not only learn it by heart, word for word, but also 
that he should daily deal  with it as the daily bread of men’s souls.  It can 
never be too much or too well read or studied, and the more it is handled 
the more precious it becomes, and the better its tastes.”   --Martin Luther.



Why so important?

It answers such questions as..



• What is the gospel?

• How can God send people to Hell?

• Why do people reject God?

• Why are there false religions/gods in the world?

• Why is there crime, dishonesty, sexual perversion, hatred, 

and murder?

• How can a wretched sinner be forgiven by a holy God?

• How can people find true peace and hope?

• Why is living the Christian life such a struggle?

• Where is the Jew/Israel in Christianity?

• Do good deeds get me to heaven?

• What must I do to be saved from God’s wrath?

• How is the Christian enabled to live a holy life?

• How is the Christian to act in such a sinful world?

• How can we as Christians live in greater unity?

• SO much more!



Romans answers These!

• But before we begin this life changing book, we 
need to know a little bit about it first.

• Context is?

• We need to know the Who, What, Where, and 
Why’s of this book.



• Who:  The Apostle Paul (1:1)

• When:  57 A.D.

• Where:  In Corinth on Paul 3rd missionary 

journey.  He’s on his way back to 

Jerusalem with a collection for the poor 

saints in the Jerusalem church.

• Why?  



• Many reasons.  

✓ The church of Rome seems to have been started 

by Jewish Christians who were at Pentecost 

when the Spirit was pour out in Acts 2:10.  They 

travelled back to Rome and began to meet.  

Seeing as Paul tells us in Romans 15:20 that he 

would not build on another man’s foundation—it 

seems there was no apostolic shepherd helping 

them.

✓ Paul’s greeting shows that he loved them already 

and couldn’t wait to be with them.  To bless them 

and to be blessed by them.

✓ Ultimately, he planned to go to Spain (15:24, 28) 

which would bring him through Rome.

• Why Rome?



• Fgn

• dth



• Ch. 1-11 Doctrine
• Ch. 12-15 Application (How to live in light of what you learned)

• or

I. Doctrinal:  The Gospel of God (Ch. 1-8)*
II. Dispensational:  The Gospel and Israel (Ch. 9-11)
III. Dutiful: The Gospel Lived Out (Ch. 12-16)

Basic Fundamental Outline:

*Believer's Bible Commentary.  William MacDonald.  Nelson Publishing, Nashville, 1995. pp1674-5



• Important to remind us of the background of 
the Author—Paul.

Romans’ Author



• Originally named Saul after the 1st king of Israel.
• Hebrew of the Hebrews (Phil 3:5)
• Born of the tribe of Benjamin (Phil. 3:5)
• “A Pharisee, a son of  was Pharisees” (Acts 23:6)
• At a young age, soon after his 13th birthday, the apostle Paul 

was probably sent to Jerusalem to memorize and learn to 
interpret the Holy Scriptures according to rabbinical tradition.

• Studied under the most influential and respected Rabbi of his 
day—Gamaliel (Acts 22:3) who himself was grandson to the 
great Hillel.

• Trade—Tentmaker
• Roman Citizen as well. (vast rights and privileges)
• What kind of picture does this paint of Paul?*

Apostle Paul



• Acts 7:58-8:3 “When they had driven him out of the 
city, they began stoning him, and the witnesses laid 
aside their robes at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. …..Saul was in hearty agreement with putting 
him to death.  And on that day a great persecution 
began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were 
all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and 
Samaria, except the apostles. Some devout men 
buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. 
But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house 
after house, and dragging off men and women, he 
would put them in prison.”

Saul attacks the Church of Jesus



• And he believed and became the most tenacious 
Christian the world has ever seen.

• Acts 14:19 “But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, 
and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and 
dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.  
But while the disciples stood around him, he got up 
and entered the city”** 

Christ appeared to Saul



“The biblical thinking of Paul was combined with a 
determined and resolute sense of mission which would 
not be sidetracked or distracted.  If beaten, he continued 
to minister and if imprisoned, he would start an 
evangelistic meeting (Acts 16:22-25).  If stoned and left 
for dead because of his preaching, God would raise him 
up and he would go on his way (14:19-20).  When a 
weary listener fell from a window and died while Paul 
was preaching late at night, the apostle went out and 
raised him from the dead and then continued his 
message (20:9-12).  Paul traversed the greater part of the 
Roman Empire of his day, from Jerusalem to Rome and 
from Caesarea to Macedonian Philippi.  He was a 
foundation builder, tirelessly declaring the gospel with 
conviction for perhaps twenty years.”  -John MacArthur



Acts 20:23-24 “The Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to 

me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 

await me.  But I do not consider my life of any 

account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my 

course and the ministry which I received from the 

Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the 

grace of God.”  

The Apostle Paul



“I [am] in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten 

times without number, often in danger of death.  Five times I 

received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes.  Three times I was 

beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was 

shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep.  I have 

been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from 

robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the 

Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers 

on the sea, dangers among false brethren; I have been in labor 

and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, 

often without food, in cold and exposure.  Apart from such 

external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for 

all the churches.” 2 Cor. 11:23-28 

The Apostle Paul



• Ultimately he would be killed by Nero for his love for Christ.**

• Romans 8:35-39 “Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 

or sword…but in these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him 

who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 

nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”**   

The Apostle Paul



The Romans Challenge

• Join me this week in reading through the whole 

book of Romans every day.

• Romans 13:11 Paul says “Do this knowing the 

time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken 

from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than 

when we believed.  The night is almost gone,, and 

the day is near.  Therefore let us lay aside the 

deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.”

• Commit yourself (put your name down)


