


Revelation 2:2-4

“I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, 

and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put 

to the test those who call themselves apostles, and 

they are not and you found them to be false; and 

you have perseverance and have endured for My 

name’s sake, and have not grown weary…….”

“But, I have this against you, that you have left your 

first love.”



True service to our Lord:

1. Starts in the heart. (v. 8)

2. Is Steeped in prayer. (vv. 8-10)

3. Is Thankful (v. 8)

4. Is Heart-Felt (v. 8-10)

5. Is Submissive to the Lord (v. 10)



8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because 

your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world. 

9 For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the 

gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I make 

mention of you, 

10 always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last by 
the will of God I may succeed in coming to you..

Romans 1:8-10



8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you 

all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout 
the whole world. 

Romans 1:8



Seek Him first

Psalm 27:8  “When you said ‘Seek My face,’  my heart 

said to You, “Your face, O LORD, I shall seek.”

Psalm 143:4-6  “I remember the days of old; I meditate on 

all Your doings; I muse on the work of Your hands. I stretch 

out my hands to You; my soul longs for You, as a parched 

land.”



Keep your love for the Lord burning!

• Don’t let the fire die!

• Know His character.

• Know His person.

• What He is like.

• Read the Scripture.

• Study the Scriptures.

• But not for knowledge.

• But that you might “know Him.” (Phil. 3:10)



True service to our Lord:

1. Starts in the heart. (v. 8)



8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ…

Romans 1:8



8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you 

all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout 

the whole world. 

9 For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching 

of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how 

unceasingly I make mention of you, 

10 always in my prayers making request, if perhaps 

now at last by the will of God I may succeed in 
coming to you.

Romans 1:8-10



True service to our Lord:

1. Starts in the heart. (v. 8)

2. Is Steeped in prayer. (vv. 8-10)

3. Is Thankful. (v. 8)



A Thankful Heart

“But now God has placed the members, each one of them in the 

body, just as He desired.”  1 Cor. 12:18

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in 

them.” Eph. 2:10

An unthankful heart is a mark of an Unbeliever (see Romans 1:28!)



8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, 

because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the 

whole world. 

Romans 1:8



True service to our Lord:

1. Starts in the Heart. (v. 8)

2. Is Steeped in Prayer. (vv. 8-10)

3. Is Thankful (v. 8)

4. Is filled with a Genuine Love for others believers (v. 8-10)



Paul’s loving 

heart

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is 

being proclaimed throughout the whole world. 9 For God, whom I serve in my 

spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how 

unceasingly I make mention of you, 10 always in my prayers making request, if 

perhaps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you. 11 For I 

long to see you so that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be 

established; 12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among 

you, each of us by the other's faith, both yours and mine. 13 I do not want you to 

be unaware, brethren, that often I have planned to come to you (and have been 

prevented so far ) so that I may obtain some fruit among you also, even as 

among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to 

barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So, for my part, I am eager to 

preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 



8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because 

your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world. 

9 For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the 

gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I make 

mention of you, 

Romans 1:8-10



True service to our Lord:

1. Starts in the Heart. (v. 8)

2. Is Steeped in Prayer. (vv. 8-10)

3. Is Thankful (v. 8)

4. Is filled with a Genuine Love for other believers(v. 8-10)



“By this all men will know that you are My 

disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

(Jn 13:35)



Agape Love

• It is a love that seeks to love—regardless of what you get in return.

• It is a love that loves—regardless of the type of person someone is.

• It is a love that loves even the unlovable.



True service to our Lord:

1. Starts in the Heart. (v. 8)

2. Is Steeped in Prayer. (vv. 8-10)

3. Is Thankful (v. 8)

4. Is filled with a Genuine Love for others believers (v. 8-10)


