


Revelation 2:2-4

“I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, 

and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put 

to the test those who call themselves apostles, and 

they are not and you found them to be false; and 

you have perseverance and have endured for My 

name’s sake, and have not grown weary…….”

“But, I have this against you, that you have left your 

first love.”



True service to our Lord is:

1. Starts in the heart. (v. 8)

2. Steeped in prayer. (vv. 8-10)

3. Is Thankful (v. 8)

4. Heart-Felt (v. 8-10)

5. Submissive (v. 10)



8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because 

your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world. 

9 For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the 

gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I make 

mention of you, 

10 always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last by 
the will of God I may succeed in coming to you..

Romans 1:8-10



8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you 

all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout 
the whole world. 

Romans 1:8



Seek Him first

Psalm 27:8  “When you said ‘Seek My face,’  my heart 

said to You, “Your face, O LORD, I shall seek.”

Psalm 143:4-6  “I remember the days of old; I meditate on 

all Your doings; I muse on the work of Your hands. I stretch 

out my hands to You; my soul longs for You, as a parched 

land.”



8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you 

all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout 
the whole world. 

Romans 1:8



Keep your love for the Lord burning!

• Don’t let the fire die!

• Know His character.

• Know His person.

• What He is like.

• Read the Scripture.

• Study the Scriptures.

• But not for knowledge.

• But that you might “know Him.” (Phil. 3:10)



8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you 

all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout 

the whole world. 

9 For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching 

of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how 

unceasingly I make mention of you, 

10 always in my prayers making request, if perhaps 

now at last by the will of God I may succeed in 
coming to you.

Romans 1:8-10



A Thankful 

Heart

“A thankful heart for those to whom one ministers is essential to true 

spiritual service.  The Christian who is trying to serve God’s people, 

however needy they may be, without gratitude in his heart for what the 

Lord has done for them will find his service lacking joy…superficial 

believers are seldom satisfied and therefore seldom thankful.  Because 

they focus on their own appetites for things of the world, they are more 

often resentful than thankful.  A thankless heart is a selfish, self-centered, 

legalistic heart.  Paul had a thankful heart because he continually focused 

on what God was doing in his own life, in the lives of other faithful 

believers and in the advancement of His kingdom throughout the world” 

John MacArthur:  Romans 

Commentary



8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, 

because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the 

whole world. 

Romans 1:8



Which 

describes you?

Is. 29:13 “Then the Lord said, ‘Because this people draws near 

with their words and honor Me with their lips service.  But they 

remove their hearts far from Me, and their reverence for Me 

consists of traditions learned by rote.”

Ps 63:1 “O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; my 

soul thirsts for You, my flesh years (faints) for You, in a dry and 

weary land where there is no water.”



True service to our Lord is:

1. Starts in the heart. (v. 8)

2. Steeped in prayer. (vv. 8-10)

3. Is Thankful (v. 8)

4. Submissive (v. 10)

5. Heart-felt (v. 8-10)


