


The Gospel in Romans 1:17

The Gospel of God, through the Spirit of God, Justifies

you to God by grace, through faith.

Said another way—The Gospel takes you, the 

unrighteous person, and declares you righteous 

before God—by faith in God, that is, Jesus Christ. 



14 “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both 

to the wise and to the foolish.

15 So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also 

who are in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to 

the Greek.”

17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; 

as it is written, ‘BUT THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH’”

Romans 1:14-17



.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to 

the Greek.”

17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 

faith; as it is written, ‘BUT THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH’”

Why is Paul not 

ashamed of the Gospel?



What is “the righteousness 

of God”?

1st View: Paul is talking about God’s Attribute of righteousness.  
He’s talking about the Character of God.  The Gospel reveals 
God’s righteousness. (genitive of possession)

2nd View:  Paul is talking about a “status” conferred upon the believer in the 
Gospel.  In this view, it is not “The righteousness OF God” but “The 
righteousness FROM God” (a legitimate way to translate this).  In this view, God, 
through the Gospel, graciously declares the believer righteous with a 
righteousness FROM God. (reformed/evangelical view). (genitive of source)

3rd View: A subjective genitive.  In this view, God makes the believer righteous.  It 
is both effective and forensic.  In this view, Paul is talking about more than just 
justifying the believer, more than just giving the believer a righteous status, but 
that the believer is, in fact, righteous with the righteousness of God.



✓ Scripture speaks of faith or believing as being “counted” as righteousness not AS 
righteousness in and of itself..  Example, “Abraham believed God and it was 
credited to him AS righteousness.” (Rom 4:3; also 4:5, 6, 9, 11; Gal. 3:6)

✓ In Rom 5:17 righteousness is spoken of as a divine “gift” given freely FROM God.

✓ Phil 3:9 “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in 
Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of 
faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 
His sufferings, being conformed to His death”

Second view is preferred

✓ Usually when you see the words “Righteousness” coupled with 
“Faith” or “Believing” it’s talking about a persons status before 
God (Rom. 3:21-22; 4:3-6, 9, 11, 13, 22; 9:30-31; 10:3-4, 6, 10; 
Gal 2:20-21; 3:6, 21-22; 5:5; Phil. 3:9)
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17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 

faith; as it is written, ‘BUT THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH’”

Why is Paul not 

ashamed of the Gospel?



2 Corinthians 5:21 

“He made Him [Jesus] who knew no sin to be sin on our 

behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of 

God in Him.”



.

17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 

faith; as it is written:

“BUT THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH’” HABAKKUK 2:4

Hab. 2:4 “Behold, as for the proud one, his soul is not right within him; 
but he righteous will live by his faith.”

Why is Paul not 

ashamed of the Gospel?



Means:  To trust, to rely upon, to depend upon.

“Daily living is filled with acts of faith.  We turn on the faucet to 

get a drink of water, trusting it is safe to drink. We drive across 

a bridge, trusting it will not collapse under us.  Despite 

occasional disasters, we trust airplanes to fly us safely to our 

destination.  People could not survive without having implicit 

trust in a great many things.  Virtually all of life requires a 

natural faith.  But Paul has in mind here a supernatural faith, 

produced by God—a “faith that is not of yourselves but the gift 

of God” (Eph 2:8)”  John MacArthur

“Salvation is not merely professing to be a Christian, nor is it baptism, moral 

reform, going to church, receiving sacraments, or living a life of self-discipline 

and sacrifice.  Salvation is believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  

Salvation comes through giving up ones own goodness, works, knowledge 

and wisdom and trusting in the finished perfect work of Christ.”  JM

FAITH



17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; 

as it is written, ‘BUT THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH’”

Why is Paul not 

ashamed of the Gospel?



The Psalmist says “I long for Your salvation, O LORD”     (Ps. 119:174)

God says, “Listen to Me, you stubborn-minded, who are far from 
righteousness.  I bring near My righteousness, it is not far off; and 
My salvation will not delay.  I will grant salvation in Zion, and My 
glory for Israel.”  (Isaiah 46:12-13)

Believer says, Isaiah 61:10 “I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, My soul will exult in my 
God; for He has clothed me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with a 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels.”   (Yes, imputed righteousness is found in the OT)

Salvation



Rock of Ages

Not the labors of my hands

Can fulfill thy Law’s demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know,

Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Though must save, and thou alone.



The Gospel in Romans 1:17

Why am I Obligated/Eager/Unashamed to share the 

Gospel?

✓ It is, not only, the power of God unto salvation

(Display His glorious power to save)

✓ But it takes an unrighteous, filthy sinner, washes 

him white as snow, and clothes him in 

righteousness.  The righteousness FROM God.

So that, ever and always, he is justified before God.


