


Romans is Gospel centered*

Doctrinal:  The Gospel of God (Ch. 1-8)

Dispensational:  The Gospel and Israel (Ch. 9-11)

Dutiful: The Gospel lived out (Ch. 12-16)

*Believers Bible 

Commentary:  William 

MacDonald

“An excellent way to understand the Epistle to the Romans is as a 

dialogue between Paul and some unnamed objector.  As Paul sets forth 

the gospel, he seems to hear this objector raising all kinds of arguments 

against it. The apostle replies to his opponent’s questions one by one.  

By the time he is finished, Paul has answered every major attitude that 

man can take regarding the gospel of the grace of God.”



1. What is the gospel?   (1:1-17)

2. Why do men need the gospel?  (1:18-3:20)

3. How can ungodly sinners be justified by a holy God? (3:21-31)

4. Does the gospel agree with the OT Scriptures?  (4:1-25)

5 .What are the benefits of justification in the believer’s life? (5:1-21)

6. Does the teaching of salvation by grace through faith permits or encourage sinful living?    (6:1-23)

7. What is the relationship of the Christian to the Law?   (7:1-25)

8. How is the Christian enabled to live a holy life?    (8:1-39)

9. Does the gospel, by promising salvation to both Jews and gentiles, means that God has broken His   

promises to His earthly people, the Jews?  (9:1-11:36)

10. How should those who have been justified by grace respond in their everyday lives?  (12:1-16:27)

Romans:

Masterful Response to questions about the Gospel:

Believers Bible Commentary: William MacDonald



Romans 1:14-16

The Gospel:

1. We are Obligated to proclaim it (v.14)

2. We should be Eager to proclaim it (v. 15)

3. We should be Unashamed of it (v. 16)



14 “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both 

to the wise and to the foolish.

15 So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also 

who are in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power fo God 

for salvation to everyone who believer, to the Jew first and also to 

the Greek.”

Romans 1:14-16



“Under Obligation”

1
William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 2000), 742.

Means: “One who is under obligation in a moral or 
social sense….debtor”1

1 Corinthians 9:16-17 “For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, 
for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.  For 
if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have a 
stewardship entrusted to me.

Romans 10:13-15 “For ‘Whoever calls upon the name of the LORD will be 
saved.’  How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed?  
How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard?  And how will 
they hear without a preacher?  How then will they preach unless they are 
sent?”



“You have no right to hear the gospel twice until 
everyone in the world has heard it once”   Donald Gray Barnhouse

“Christ is our Lord and we are His servants; it is a poor 
servant who serves only when he feels like it.” John MacArthur

“Under Obligation”



14 “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both 

to the wise and to the foolish.

15 So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also 

who are in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power fo God 

for salvation to everyone who believer, to the Jew first and also to 

the Greek.”

Romans 1:14-16



Romans 1:14-16

1. We are Obligated to proclaim it (v.14)



14 “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both 

to the wise and to the foolish.

15 So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also 

who are in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power fo God 

for salvation to everyone who believer, to the Jew first and also to 

the Greek.”

Romans 1:14-16



1 Peter 3:15 

“Always being ready to make a defense to everyone who 

asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, 

yet with gentleness and reverence.”



Romans 1:14-16

The Gospel:

1. We are Obligated to proclaim it (v.14)

2. We should be Eager to proclaim it (v. 15)



14 “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both 

to the wise and to the foolish.

15 So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also 

who are in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power fo God 

for salvation to everyone who believer, to the Jew first and also to 

the Greek.”

Romans 1:14-16



“Ashamed”

1
William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 2000), 742.

Definition: “To experience a painful feeling or sense of loss of 
status because of some particular event or activity.”1



1 Corinthians 1:18, 23-25 

“The word of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God…..but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling
block to the Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God.”



Early Graffiti

An early carving made in a wall found 

near Palatine Hill in Rome.

Dates back to about 1st – 3rd Century 

(pre-100-200 AD)

The picture was apparently drawn by a 

Roman soldier to mock another soldier 

who was a Christian. The caption reads, 

in Greek, "Alexamenos worships [his] 

God." 

The image shows a man raising his 

hand toward a crucified figure with a 

donkey's head.



14 “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both 

to the wise and to the foolish.

15 So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also 

who are in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power fo God 

for salvation to everyone who believer, to the Jew first and also to 

the Greek.”

Romans 1:14-16



1 Corinthians 4:4-7

“For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the 
One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  But we 
have this treasure in earthen vessels [clay pots], so that the 
surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from 
ourselves.”



Mark 8:34—39

Jesus

“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake 
and the gospel’s will save it.  For what does it profit a man to 
gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?  For what will a 
man give in exchange for his soul?  For whoever is ashamed of 
Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the 
Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the 
glory of His Father with the holy angels.”
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