


Paul describes himself in three ways…

1. A Servant of Christ Jesus

2. Called as an Apostle

3. Set apart for the Gospel of God.



1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for 

the gospel of God, 2 which He promised beforehand through His 

prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son, who was born of a 

descendant of David according to the flesh, 4 who was declared the Son 

of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the 

Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have 

received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 

among all the Gentiles for His name's sake, 6 among whom you also are 

the called of Jesus Christ; 7 to all who are beloved of God in Rome, 

called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 1:1-7



1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set 

apart for the gospel of God.

Romans 1:1



“The early men of Israel had in their economic system set forth in the laws of 

Moses, regulations governing the man who got into debt.  He became the 

property of his creditor, in very fact, his slave.  But the slavery had a 

termination.  When the seventh year rolled around, all of these slaves were 

liberated and could go forth once more as their own masters.  Some of them, 

however, realized certain things about their own lack of ability to maintain 

themselves in the rugged economy of a cruel world.  

They remembered that when they had been their own freemen they had not eaten well, but that 
now, under kind masters, they were well-housed and well-fed.  They looked toward their future 
freedom with some trepidation as they realized that they might soon be, once more, in a life of 
hunger and cold.  No doubt there were some who sought to escape the bondage of hard 
taskmasters, but there were others who knew the kindness and love of their master’s heart.  The 
law provided a way for them to remain as slaves to their kind masters.  Such a one could go to his 
owner and tell him that he desired to remain a slave.  He would then be taken to the tabernacle 
where the priest would lead him to the doorpost and bore a hole in the lobe of his ear with an awl.  
From that time on he was the slave of his master.  He was known as a bondslave.  He could have 
been free, but he chose to remain as the slave of a kind master.  Wherever he walked, his ear 
proclaimed the character of his master.”  -Barnhouse



• “...you are not your own for you have been bought with a 

price.”  1 Cor. 6:19-20

• “Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable 

things like silver or gold from your futile way of life…but 

with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 

spotless, the blood of Christ.” 1 Peter 1:18-19



“I love, I love my Master

I will not go out free

For He is my Redeemer

He paid the price for me.

I would not leave His service; it is so sweet and blessed;

And in the weariest moments, He gives the truest rest.”

~Frances Havergal



“It is a trust worthy statement, deserving full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  Yet 
for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect 
patience as an example for those who would believe in 
him for eternal life.  Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever amen.”  1 Tim. 1:15-17



1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set 

apart for the gospel of God.

Romans 1:1



• Means “One who is sent.”

• Can be used in a general sense

• Phil 2:25 “I thought it necessary to send to you 

Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow 

soldier who is also your messenger and minister to my 

need.”

• 2 Cor 8:23 “As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow 

worker among you; as for our brethren, they are 

messengers of the churches, a glory to Chirst.”

• But is most often used of those specific individuals who 

were called directly by Jesus Christ into His service. 

• The twelve and Paul

“Apostle”



1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set 

apart for the gospel of God.

Romans 1:1



“Stop and think.”  It is God who is our Creator, 

and against whom we have sinned.  Yet He 

brings us good news.  It is God whose love we 

have trampled, yet He brings us good news.  The 

news is that He loves us.  HE loves us in spite of 

what we are.  He loves you in spite of anything 

that you may have done.  You cannot have 

gotten beyond His reach as long as you are yet 

alive.”  Barnhouse.



Depth of mercy!  Can there be 
Mercy still reserved for me? 

Can my God His wrath forbear? 
Me, the chief of sinners, spare? 

 
I have long withstood His grace; 
Long provoked Him to His face; 
Would not hearken to His calls; 

Grieved Him by a thousand falls. 
 

I my Master have denied,  
I afresh have crucified, 

Oft profaned His hallowed name, 
Put him to an open shame. 

 
There for me the Savior stands, 

Shows His wounds and spreads His hands; 
 

GOD is love!  I know, I feel; 
Jesus weeps, but loves me still! 

 
Now incline me to repent! 

Let me now my fall lament! 
Now my foul revolt deplore! 

Weep, believe, and sin no more 
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