
Ezra and the People’s Repentance Script

Cast: Reader #1, Reader #2, Reader #3, Ezra, and God.

Reader #1: (speaking in a formal and serious tone throughout) This is the account of the Jews in Jerusa-
lem. It takes place after they lived 70 years in captivity in Babylon.

Reader #3: (breaking character/looking around at the others) Captivity? Why were they in captivity?

Readers #1 and #2: (still serious) Because they had sinned against the Lord!

Reader #3: (still out of character) Oh, yeah.

Reader #1: (clearing throat to begin dramatically) The Lord moved the heart of King Cyrus to send the 
first group of Jews back to Jerusalem. They were led by Zerubbabel. 

Reader #3: Zerubbabel rebuilt the Temple and reestablished worship in Jerusalem.

Reader #2: After these things, the Lord moved the heart of a new king in Persia, King Artaxerxes, 
who sent more Jews back to Jerusalem. 

Reader #1: This time the priest and scribe Ezra led them. 

Reader #1 and 3: The hand of the Lord was upon Ezra and the Jews as they traveled 1,000 miles to 
Jerusalem.

Reader #2: When he arrived, Ezra found out that the Jews in Jerusalem were disobeying God by mar-
rying foreign women who worshipped idols.

Reader #3: What bad news! Ezra tore his clothes, plucked out some hair, and fell down in prayer.

Readers #1, 2, and 3: Here is what Ezra said. 

Ezra: (read with passion taken from Ezra 9:6–15) O my God, I am too ashamed to lift up my face to You. 
Our sins are terrible! Since the days of our fathers to this day we have sinned against You. 
Because of our sin, You delivered us into the hands of the kings of the lands and allowed 
us to be mistreated. And now the Lord has shown us grace, to allow a few to escape. For 
we were slaves. Yet our God did not forsake us in our bondage but extended mercy to us. And 
now, O God, we have turned from You again in our sin.  For You commanded us, saying,

God:  The land you are entering is an unclean land. The uncleanness of the people of the lands, with 
their abominations, have filled it. Now therefore, do NOT give your daughters as wives nor 
their sons in marriage, nor take their daughters for your sons in marriage. And NEVER seek the 
peace of the pagans. Then you will remain strong and eat the good of the land, and leave it as 
an inheritance to your children forever. 

Copyright © 2013 Answers in Genesis.  
Limited license to copy provided.

AnswersBibleCurriculum.com 

8 Restoring God's Law - Ezra and the People's Repentance Script  
Grades 3 & 4 • Year 2 • Quarter 4

Page 1 of 2



Ezra:  But we did not listen then and sinned against You again.  And we suffered captivity as Your 
punishment. But You have AGAIN given us deliverance—bringing us home after 70 years 
of captivity in Babylon. And now I see that Your people have yet AGAIN broken Your com-
mandments. We have joined in marriage with people of foreign nations who do not worship 
You alone! You would be right to consume us all together and leave no survivors. But You are 
righteous, gracious, and merciful, O God of Israel. In spite of our sin and guilt, You have again 
spared Your people from Your judgment. 

Reader #3: As Ezra prayed, the people heard. They were moved to tears and convicted of their sins, 
so they asked for God’s forgiveness.

Reader #1: They knew they were sinning against God by taking pagan wives. 

Reader #3: (breaking character/looking around at the others) Wait a minute. I have another question. 
Why didn’t God want them to marry people from foreign lands?

Reader #1:  (still formal and serious) Because the people of other lands worshipped other gods.

Reader #2: God commanded them, “You shall not intermarry with them, for they would turn away 
your sons from following me, to serve other gods.”

Reader #3: (still out of character) Oh. I get it. If a Jew married a pagan who worshipped false gods, then 
he could be influenced to worship the false gods, too. God wouldn’t like that! There is only 
one true God worthy of our worship. What happened next?

Reader #2: The people confessed their sin to the Lord. 

Reader #1: The people agreed to do the Lord’s will. 

Reader #3: The people separated themselves from the pagan wives. 

Readers #1, 2, and 3: This was the account of Ezra and the people’s repentance in Jerusalem. 
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