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Introduction

It is with tremendous excitement that we present 
the 2016 Slingshot Guide. This has been a labor 
of love for Slingshot during a monumental year 
for us. We emerged from 2015 as a 501c3, with a 
new executive director and in the midst of our first 
formal evaluation. There is a palpable excitement 
about not only the future of Slingshot, but also 
the field as a whole. As we turn this corner, we 
do so alongside our friends and colleagues in 
this space, who are also feeling the significance 
of the passing of time and its impact on the 
innovation sector. We cannot help but pause in 
awe of how far the field of Jewish innovation has 
come since the first Slingshot Guide was printed.

In 2005, our founders set out “to collect, in 
one digest, some of the more exciting new 
expressions of Jewish life in America,” to be used 
by funders of all sizes and ages to support these 
innovative ideas. They went on to create the 
Slingshot Fund, demonstrating a deep interest 
and sense of responsibility for supporting the 
kind of Jewish community they wanted to be a 
part of. It was also an insightful understanding 
of the power of collaboration in philanthropy. 

All these years later, the guide, by design, remains 
an optimistic snapshot of Jewish life. It highlights 
a sector that is more vibrant and robust than ever 
before. Whether the organizations/projects featured 
here are appearing for the first time, have been 
in the guide every year or are 100 years old, they 
represent the most groundbreaking programs 
in Jewish life—existing at the intersection of 
tradition and innovation. It is also no surprise 
that, in 2016, as we access the whole world in 
the palm of our hands and we create profiles of 

All these years 
later, the guide, by 

design, remains an 
optimistic snapshot 

of Jewish life. It 
highlights a sector 

that is more vibrant 
and robust than 

ever before.



ourselves for everyone to see, the trends 
we notice now are those that encourage 
and allow us to craft an experience of 
Judaism that is radically self-expressive.

The community as captured in these pages 
creates a space that does not force us into 
an either/or but rather supports the reality 
of a both/and. It allows us to hold multiple 
identities without conflict and recognizes 
that our personal networks are much more 
diverse and vast than ever before. In doing 
so, the Jewish community as represented 
in this guide encourages us to invite our 
friends, partners, families and communities 
to experience some of the most magical 
opportunities in Jewish life. It is the picture 
of a welcoming, supportive and inclusive 
community. It is one that gives me great 
hope for our collective Jewish future. 

The content of this guide also demonstrates 
a bravery and a boldness in the field—to 
push the boundaries, experiment with 
creative, new methods of connection, 
ritual and spirituality. These organizations 
and projects are being run by passionate 
and dedicated professionals whose 
tireless efforts are making the Jewish 
world a better place for everyone. 

The organizations in this guide also 
represent a shift over the past 11 years 
in both what and how Jewish funders are 
funding. Without their support, this field 
could never have blossomed into what 
it is today. Funders, too, are taking risks 

and supporting work that is changing the 
face of Jewish life. With the emergence 
of a trend toward collective giving, we 
are eager to see what this landscape 
will look like in another 11 years.

A big thank you to all of the organizations 
featured in this guide. It is your passion 
and commitment to Jewish life that fill 
the pages of this book with an inspiring 
snapshot of Jewish life. Thank you also 
to the evaluators who volunteer countless 
hours to reading applications, providing 
feedback and addressing due diligence 
questions. After all of these years and so 
many changes, this resource continues to 
be created by and for the community. It 
would not be possible without your support. 

Thank you also to the readers of Slingshot 
over the past 11 years. Whether this is 
your first time picking up our guide or 
your 11th, we hope you are inspired to get 
involved in something new, fund a project 
that speaks to your vision of the world 
and share the book with someone else. 

We are both thrilled and grateful to be 
on this journey with you. Please be in 
touch if we can be helpful to you along 
the way. And stay tuned…we have big 
plans for ways to continue to help you 
find, fund and connect to innovation in 
Jewish life. This is only the beginning!

Stefanie Rhodes
Executive Director, Slingshot



Methodology

Ninety-seven Slingshot Guide evaluators 
from across the country have reviewed 
applications from organizations and projects 
seeking to be listed in Slingshot ’16. To 
increase transparency in the selection 
procedure, we have undertaken the additional 
responsibility of auditing the process. 

In exercising this responsibility, we have 
reviewed quantitative and qualitative 
evaluation materials in order to ensure 
that Slingshot ’16 has been created fairly 
using the data and stated methodology. 

FOLLOWING THIS REVIEW, 
WE UNANIMOUSLY AGREE THAT:

1.       The organizations selected for 
Slingshot ’16 represent the collective 
views of the evaluator panel and 
do not reflect the opinions or 
organizational views of any individual 
evaluator or his/her place of work. 

2.       Although the independent assessments 
of each evaluator are inherently 
subjective, Slingshot ’16 organizations 
have been selected through a rigorous 
process that makes every effort to 
fairly represent the most innovative 
projects in North American Jewish life 
today, given the wide-reaching set of 
nominations that Slingshot has received. 

3.       The process used to create 
Slingshot ’16 endeavors to assure 
all readers that no bias exists in 
the creation of this guide.

1

2

3

Mark Charendoff
Maimonodes Fund

Deena Fuchs
The AVI CHAI Foundation

Coby Lerner
Slingshot Board Member

Rebecca Richards
Slingshot Board Member

2016 Auditors

We have reviewed 
quantitative 

and qualitative 
evaluation materials 

in order to ensure 
that Slingshot ’16 
has been created 

fairly using the 
data and stated 

methodology.



March — May 2015

INNOVATION

IMPACT

STRONG LEADERSHIP

ORGANIZATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS

NOMINATIONS
STEP 1

STEP 4

STEP 2

STEP 3

We encourage everyone to apply 
or nominate the organizations and 
projects that inspire them, and to 
share how they best reflect our

FOUR CRITERIA:

October — December 2015
PROFILES WRITTEN

June — August 2015
EVALUATION

97
Evaluators

230
Applications

Grant-making 
professionals, Federation 
executives, and Jewish 
community consultants

EVALUATORS EXPLORE:

August — September 2015
DUE DILIGENCE

Staff members condense the 
evaluation for each organization into 
a one-page summary—which is 
reviewed for accuracy—and choose 
approximately 100 semifinalists. 
After carefully reviewing budgets, 
calling references, rereading 
applications and striving to 
represent the breadth of diversity in 
the Jewish innovation space, the 
Slingshot staff arrives at the final 
list of 50 organizations.

At least four evaluators read each 
application, including one evaluator 
who is familiar with the organization 
and one with no prior knowledge. 
The mix of the insider’s point of view 
with a first-timer’s opinion gives a 
well-balanced final picture.

Innovation: Does 
the organization take 
a creative, inventive, 
pioneering or 
groundbreaking 
approach?

Organizational
Effectiveness: 
Is the organization 
strategic in the 
way it does 
business?

Impact: Does the 
organization affect 
the attitudes and 
behaviors of the 
Jewish community?

Strong Leadership:
Is the organization a 
model for the field? 
Does it collaborate 
or partner strategi-
cally with others?

+

Each profile summarizes 
the organization’s mission,
impact and innovations. 
Slingshot writers seek to 
capture the unique character of each 
organization by including unattributed 
comments from evaluators. Questions about the process? 

Visit www.slingshotfund.org/methodology



Just over 50 percent 
of organizations work 
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working in communities 
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NORTHEAST

These organizations serve 
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Organizations are counted based on location of their work and impact, and 
may be counted more than once if their work occurs in multiple locations.



2016 Fast Facts

Average founding year:  

2006
Organizations profiled 
for the first time: 

28%
Organizations returning to 
the guide after a hiatus: 

2
Median budget:  

$600,000 
Largest budget: 

$18M
Smallest budget: 

$25,000
Number of projects of larger 
organizations listed: 

11
Number of projects 
3 years old or less: 

10
Organizations with both women 
executives and board chairs: 

16

A big thank 
you to all of the 

organizations 
featured in this 

year’s guide. It is 
your passion and 

commitment to 
Jewish life that 
fill the pages of 

this book with an 
inspiring snapshot 

of Jewish life. 



Target Audiences 
Trending this Year:

20s and 30s

Families

Children

Interfaith

Areas Trending
This Year:

Spiritual Communities

Jewish Outdoor, Food and 
Environmental Education

Jewish Education 
(Traditional and Alternative)

Disabilities/Inclusion

Arts and Culture

GLBTQ

Number of organizations and their leaders receiving 
professional development from…

Bikkurim        7
Joshua Venture Group       8
PresenTense        4
ROI Community       16
Selah/Rockwood       9
UpStart        8
Wexner Graduate Fellowship/Heritage Program   8

Over 50% of the projects in this year’s guide are doing work on the West Coast!
FUNFACT
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Passionate, high-energy Jewish programs for young 
professionals, ages 22 to 39, with a shot of attitude. 
That’s the enticing promise of 2239, a community 
launched more than a decade ago by the venerable 
Washington Hebrew Congregation. Although 
synagogue supported, 2239 isn’t merely an on-ramp 
meant to bolster WHC’s membership. In a world 
where most millennials drift away from Judaism 
after a bar or bat mitzvah, and nearly 50 percent of 
Jews marry outside the religion, the organization 
seeks to nurture an enduring love for Jewish 
learning and life, in creative, stimulating venues. 

Its flagship program, Metro Minyan, with weekly 
gatherings at D.C.’s trendiest restaurants for Torah 
study and drinks followed by music, began in 2011 
with 12 people praying in WHC Rabbi’s Aaron Miller’s 
apartment. It now attracts more than 200 adults a 
week, making it the largest young adult Shabbat 
group of its kind in the Reform movement. And 
there’s more. Amongst 2239’s newest programming 
is 12 Jewish Questions, a 12-week introduction to 
Judaism that takes place over dinner and tackles 
issues such as food, sex and death, exploring how, 
in today’s fractured society, Judaism continues to be 
relevant in the lives of young professionals. Tapping 
into millennials’ desire to do good, the ARK (Acts 
of Religious Kindness), a cutting-edge tikkun olam 
initiative, brings D.C.’s young Jewish professionals 
into communities that desperately need help, like 
New Orleans’s still-struggling Lower Ninth Ward. 
Clearly, 2239 hits a nerve: In the past two years 
alone, its social media engagement numbers have 
skyrocketed 400 percent. But the engagement 
that truly matters is the kind that happens off the 
page, which is what 2239 is all about, as it inspires 
young adults to carry on Jewish traditions in an 
organic, personal way, providing a vital, evolving, 
very modern link in the chain of Jewish continuity.

A synagogue-
supported 20s and 

30s community 
dedicated to 

inspiring thousands 
of D.C.’s young 

professionals to 
(re)discover their 
Jewish identities.

contact
Rabbi Aaron Miller

email
amiller@whctemple.org

phone
202-895-6325

website
www.whctemple.org/

groups-and-activities/adult-
groups/young-professionals

twitter
@2239WHC

address
c/o Washington

Hebrew Congregation
3935 Macomb Street, NW, 

Washington, DC 20016

founded
2002

board chair(s)
Meg Jacobs Flax

2015 expenses
$150,000

project of
Washington Hebrew

Congregation

parent org founded
1852

223901TIMER
1 ST



02
A Wider Bridge creates and strengthens connections 
between North American LGBTQ Jews and non-
Jews and LGBTQ Israelis by bringing members of 
these two communities face-to-face in each other’s 
homeland. AWB’s 2010 inaugural program hosted 
several Israeli LGBTQ Orthodox leaders in the U.S. 
to share details of their groundbreaking work. In 
the other direction, AWB leads missions to Israel, 
where participants meet and engage with LGBTQ 
Israelis, learn about their struggles and successes 
in breaking down barriers, and gather at Shabbat 
celebrations. The point is to bring the American 
LGBTQ community, historically on the fringes of 
Jewish life, together with its Israeli brethren.

AWB’s lens is on the personal rather than the political 
and transcends—or attempts to—growing hostility 
toward Israel in some progressive LGBTQ circles. 
In 2015, many community leaders planning to 
travel to Israel with AWB were urged to cancel their 
trips. None did, because the organization strives 
to connect with the country and its community, not 
its political strife. AWB operates with the theory 
that drawing people into Israel in ways that make 
sense to them will foster a sustained connection 
and commitment to it, changing hearts and minds 
through up close and personal experiences with 
LGBT Israelis. Recently, AWB launched the MyBridge 
scholarship to foster leadership on mission trips, 
where scholarship recipients must complete a 
project—perhaps an Israeli-themed Shabbat, a blog 
or a discussion meeting that engages the community 
in the AWB Israeli experience and with Israel itself. 
AWB’s website, now boasting more than 10,000 
visitors a month, also works toward that end. As AWB 
extends into more cities, it’s shifting its focus toward 
leadership development that engages entire LGBTQ 
communities. Although many organizations work 
to strengthen the Jewish community, the pro-Israel 
community or the LGBTQ community, AWB is the 
only organization that works to connect all three. 

A pro-Israel 
organization that 
builds bridges 
between Israelis 
and LGBTQ North 
Americans and 
allies.

contact
Tyler Gregory

email
tyler@awiderbridge.org

phone
866-288-5774 

website
www.awiderbridge.org

twitter
@awiderbridge

address
2912 Diamond Street, #348
San Francisco, CA 94131

founded
2010

board chair(s)
Dylan Tatz

2015 expenses
$468,000

A Wider Bridge



The Altamont Bakery is a social enterprise that 
brings together intermittently homeless mentally 
ill citizens and volunteers of Congregation B’nai 
Emunah in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in an authentic 
business partnership. The bakery runs out of the 
synagogue’s kitchen, making cookies, providing 
employees with a respectable wage and offering the 
synagogue’s volunteers a meaningful opportunity 
to effect change in their community. The result is 
a line of award-winning artisanal cookies that are 
produced in a supportive work environment and 
has a profound impact on everyone involved. 

As they grow the business, the bakers at Altamont 
have perfected their techniques and means of 
production and have learned how to merchandise 
aggressively and staff a facility that produces tens 
of thousands of cookies each year. Alongside 
the evolution of the business, consciousness of 
mental health issues has grown considerably in the 
congregation. As a result, the community is now 
deeply engaged as public advocates, working to 
resolve many of the issues in the lives of the paid 
bakers, such as helping them find food, clothing, 
shelter and mental and dental care, as well as 
providing social connectedness. The Altamont 
Bakery has managed to break down class barriers 
and the stigmas of mental illness and homelessness. 
As one evaluator noted, “The bakery is a model of 
innovation in multiple sectors: among synagogues, 
among employment and training programs helping 
the mentally ill learn new skills and gain employment, 
and among social service organizations.”

A pro-social 
enterprise that 

brings together 
intermittently 

homeless mentally 
ill citizens of Tulsa 

and synagogue 
volunteers to create 

an exceptional line 
of artisanal cookies 

in a supportive, 
strengthening work 

environment.

contact
Rabbi Marc Boone Fitzerman

email
marboofitz@bnaiemunah.com

phone
918-583-7121

website
www.altamontbakery.com

twitter
@tulsagogue

address
Congregation B’nai Emunah 

1719 South Owasso
Tulsa, OK 74120

founded
2011

board chair(s)
Craig R. Silberg

2015 expenses
$75,000

project of
Congregation B’nai Emunah

parent org founded
1916

The Altamont Bakery03



Art Kibbutz, an international Jewish artists’ residency, 
community and hub, provides a space for diverse 
Jewish artists of all backgrounds, ages and affiliations 
to create and connect. Together, artists work, learn 
and explore the rich heritage of Jewish experience 
that informs their creative process. Unique in both 
the art world and Jewish life, Art Kibbutz creates 
an environment where emerging local artists can 
exchange experiences with internationally known 
masters, where advanced and beginner, young and 
old, religious and secular artists of various disciplines 
can engage in dialogue about the most relevant 
issues of our times, all through a Jewish lens. 

For some artists, participation in the Art Kibbutz 
is their only connection to Jewish life. It’s through 
their residency that they get in touch with how 
deeply connected to their Jewish identity their art 
has become. Conversely, resident artists gain a 
leadership role in the Jewish community. As creators 
of meaningful creative, spiritual, personal and 
communal experiences, from a Shofar Flashmob 
to a Family Art Circle, Art Kibbutz provides new 
entryways for connection to Jewish life for a 
wide range of people who make and appreciate 
art, and yearn to connect it with Jewish life. 

An international 
Jewish artists’ 
residency, 
community and hub 
with a mission to 
build a community 
among Jewish 
artists of all ages, 
affiliations and 
nationalities.

contact
Patricia Eszter Margit

email
artkibbutzny@gmail.com

phone
347-479-8274

website
www.artkibbutz.org

twitter
@artkibbutzny

address
500 West 235th Street
Bronx, NY 10463

founded
2010

board chair(s)
Patricia Eszter Margit

2015 expenses
$78,000

Art Kibbutz 04TIMER
1 ST



Asylum Arts creates opportunities for collaborations 
with an international palette of Jewish artists through 
retreats and small grants. Its signature program 
is an annual four-day retreat, which, in 2015, was 
held in three cities: Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Los 
Angeles. These cultural conferences have hosted 
211 artists from 17 countries and from a panoply 
of backgrounds, including those who identify as 
LGBTQ, secular Israelis and people with disabilities 
or who are mentally ill. With funding for Jewish artists 
on the wane, Asylum Arts is among the few arts 
organizations dedicated to helping today’s young 
Jews connect to their heritage through a cultural 
rather than a religious prism. One of Asylum’s great 
successes has been to nurture artists with less 
extensive Jewish backgrounds, prompting them to 
consider engaging more deeply with what it means 
to be Jewish. And for already involved Jews, Asylum 
has provided motivation to turn to Judaism in their 
art, while at the same time strengthening their 
connection to the cultural aspects of Judaism. 

In 2016, Asylum plans to expand its retreat 
opportunities to Berlin and Latin America. Indeed, 
diversity is proving among Aslylum’s greatest assets, 
with artists from the U.S., Canada, Israel, Hungary, 
Tunisia, Austria and England. In 2015, 69 percent of 
its artists had primary citizenship outside the U.S., 
20 percent were Russian-speaking Jews, and 14 
percent were Israelis living outside of their country. 
One of these global collaborations resulted in a 
documentary about the etrog harvest in Italy; another 
project in the making comes from a Hungarian artist 
who is exploring her experience with Hasidic Jews 
of Hungarian descent living in Brooklyn. During an 
era when young Jews are simply not connecting 
with traditional communal institutions, Asylum Arts 
fosters opportunities for both Jewish artists and 
art lovers to interact around a meaningful Jewish 
experience. In so doing, it has created a much-
needed artistic community of like-minded Jews. 

A global network 
of Jewish artists 

that increases 
exposure of cultural 
initiatives, provides 

opportunities for 
new projects and 

collaborations, and 
elevates the level 
of excellence and 

artistic activity.

contact
Rebecca Guber

email
rebecca@asylum-arts.org 

phone
718-249-6410

website
www.asylum-arts.org

twitter
@asylumretreat

address
495A Henry Street, #503

Brooklyn, NY 11231

founded
2013

2015 expenses
$500,000

Asylum Arts05



What started as a way to entertain participants with 
Jewish folk and contemporary music at a Limmud 
Atlanta event in 2009 is now leading the charge on 
the Jewish culture scene in the South, bringing soulful 
and modern Jewish music and so much more to an 
elusive Jewish demographic. With a calendar of more 
than 50 diverse and engaging programs each year, 
Atlanta Jewish Music Festival is much more than a 
festival. By growing the community throughout the 
year, it’s creating a deeper interest in Jewish identity 
through modern culture. AJMF sees music as a tool 
to expose, entertain and educate the general public 
on Jewish culture while helping to connect unaffiliated 
and under-affiliated Jews to their Jewish identity. 

Although its annual Spring Music Festival is its 
most anticipated event, AJMF also hosts a Kosher 
BBQ Competition and Festival, artist residencies, 
listening parties and open mic events for teens. 
As one evaluator noted, AJMF “is truly meeting a 
population where they are and giving  them a positive, 
creative outlet for expression.” Having grown and 
expanded, AJMF now works in partnership with 
other organizations to maximize its impact by 
providing curatorial guidance, marketing and logistical 
support. Approximately half of AJMF events are 
now co-produced with other invested organizations, 
improving partner programming and engaging a 
growing number of Jews in Atlanta and beyond.

Growing Jewish 
community and 
celebrating Jewish 
heritage through 
year-round live 
performance 
events and dynamic 
learning programs 
for the Southeast 
region.

contact
Russell Gottschalk

email
russell@atlantajmf.org

phone
770-377-0161

website
www.atlantajmf.org

twitter
@atlantajmf

address
1440 Spring Street NW
Atlanta, GA 30309

founded
2012

board chair(s)
Bram Bessoff

2015 expenses
$114,000

Atlanta Jewish 
Music Festival 06TIMER

1 ST



Feeding the hungry and the need for Jewish life on 
campus and beyond. That’s the mission of Challah for 
Hunger, which brings together students on 77 college 
campuses across the country—Jews and non-Jews 
alike—to bake and sell challah. Friendships are made, 
and the proceeds—more than $700,000 since the 
organization’s inception in 2004—are donated to 
American Jewish World Service, Mazon and local 
Jewish hunger organizations. But CfH does more than 
bake and sell bread; it provides an opportunity for 
Jewish students to break bread together when they 
volunteer as bakers, sellers and chapter coordinators. 
These days, it’s all too easy for students to put 
Jewish life aside during college. CfH makes it easy for 
like-minded Jews to come together: For 31 percent 
of CfH participants, the organization is their first 
interaction with Jewish life on campus, and 74 percent 
remain engaged with Jewish life after graduation.

With only two full-time staffers and 2,500 core 
volunteers, CfH has stayed true to its grassroots 
beginnings, keeping operating costs low and making 
it easy for students who want to dip their toe into 
Jewish life on campus. CfH’s growth is a testament 
to its success: The organization receives an average 
of one request a week to start a new campus chapter 
and has added 25 colleges and universities in 2014 
and 2015. It has also tripled the chapter advisor 
program (which pairs students with alumni mentors), 
launched a thriving alumni network and hosted 150 
students for leadership training. The result: CfH is 
helping to transform Jewish millennials, a group often 
seen as unengaged in Jewish life, into leaders who 
care about social justice, philanthropy and community.

Bringing people 
together to bake and 

sell challah in an 
effort to raise money 

and awareness 
for social justice 

causes.

contact
Carly Zimmerman

email
carly@challahforhunger.org

phone
267-423-4415

website
www.challahforhunger.org

twitter
@challllah

address
c/o Tribe Commons

201 South Camac Street
2nd Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19107

founded
2004

board chair(s)
Liz Smulian

2015 expenses
$300,000

Challah for Hunger07YEARS
5 +



The Contemporary Jewish Museum connects people 
from diverse communities and backgrounds through 
dialogue and shared experiences with the arts. An 
engaging forum for diverse audiences where new 
perspectives on Jewish culture, history, art and 
ideas thrive, this institution is redefining the Jewish 
museum. Designed by world-renowned architect 
Daniel Libeskind, the facility includes exhibition 
spaces; flexible spaces for film, performing arts and 
special events; and even a branch of Wise Son’s 
Jewish Deli. Unlike a typical museum, CJM is a 
noncollecting institution. Instead, it partners with 
artists and regional, national and international cultural 
institutions to create and present exhibitions, public 
programs, events, tours, educational programs and 
cultural programs that are both timely and relevant. 

The CJM aims to speak to everyone in the community 
at every stage of life through its concept of CHAI 
(Culture, History, Art and Ideas). A mix of exhibitions 
and related programs emphasizes the exploration 
of Jewish connectivity and contextualizing art and 
culture across the broader peoplehood continuum. 
Programming ranges from family-focused exhibition 
tours and art-making activities, to performances 
by up-and-coming local musicians and Jewish 
comedians, to literary programs featuring well-
known authors and intellectuals, to “remixed” 
contemporary celebrations of traditional Jewish 
holidays. As the museum embodies Jewish tradition, 
it does so in contemporary ways. One particularly 
innovative example is the ongoing program “In That 
Case: Havruta in Contemporary Art,” which invites 
a local artist to pick a luminary in another field with 
which to collaborate on creating an installation. 
The creation exercise brings an application of 
the traditional Jewish study method of havruta to 
contemporary art. With only 50 percent of its visitors 
Jewish, the CJM is clearly bringing its concept of 
Jewish culture to mainstream communal life.

Making the 
diversity of the 
Jewish experience 
relevant for a 21st-
century audience 
through innovative 
exhibitions and 
programs that 
educate, challenge 
and inspire.

contact
Lori Starr

email
info@thecjm.org

phone
415-655-7800

website
www.thecjm.org

twitter
@Jewseum

address
736 Mission Street
San Francisco, CA 94103

founded
1984

board chair(s)
Wendy Yanowitch

2015 expenses
$7,528,386

The Contemporary 
Jewish Museum 08TIMER

1 ST



Created Equal: A Research and Educational 
Project on Men, Women and the Ethics of Shared 
Leadership is the newest undertaking of the 
Shalom Hartman Institute of North America, a 
preeminent Jewish think tank that is taking the 
lead on pressing controversial issues of the day. 
It aims to do nothing less than initiate a vibrant 
conversation and develop a curriculum about gender 
equity and Jewish leadership. In doing so, Created 
Equal is striving to bring about a transformation 
in how the Jewish community operates around 
this often thorny issue. Through its partnership 
with Advancing Women Professionals, Created 
Equal is developing a curriculum based on deep 
research and study, one that will help address the 
gender gap in Jewish leadership by advancing 
new ways of thinking about power and authority. 
The ultimate goal is to help address concerns 
about leadership and succession that threaten 
the health of the Jewish community as a whole.

In its initial stages, Created Equal is studying how 
to make questions of gender equity a more central 
thread in Jewish life and leadership, and will use this 
research to create a series of programs that will be 
made available to rabbis, educators, Jewish leaders 
and people engaged in the process of becoming 
Jewish leaders. Rather than merely advocating, 
Created Equal targets community decision-makers 
who have the power to bring about bona fide 
change. Past Shalom Hartman Institute initiatives 
include iEngage, a video-based curriculum on Israel 
now used in more than 400 synagogues, and the 
Campus Fellowship program, which educates Hillel 
leaders on college campuses across the country. 
Created Equal promises to follow their successful 
lead, using serious scholarship that engages Jewish 
agents of change to update thinking about gender, 
Jewishness and authority for a more modern age.

Working to 
understand how 

gender influences 
the broader 

narrative of Jewish 
life and seeking 
to transform the 
way the Jewish 

community operates 
on these issues.

contact
Yehuda Kurtzer

email
president@shalomhartman.org

phone
212-268-0300

website
www.shalomhartman.org

twitter
@hartman_inst

address
One Penn Plaza, Suite 1606

New York, NY 10119

founded
2014

board chair(s)
Angelica Berrie

2015 expenses
$160,000

project of
Shalom Hartman Institute

of North America

parent org founded
2010

Created Equal09TIMER
1 ST



Encounter changes “the Israel conversation” 
by bringing Jewish leaders from everywhere on 
the political and ideological spectrum—Reform 
and Orthodox rabbis, and members of American 
Friends of Likud, AIPAC, J Street and Americans 
for Peace Now—to the West Bank to meet with 
Palestinian politicians, journalists, artists, business 
people and nonviolent activists. At a time when 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has never been more 
divisive, violent and deadly, and when many Jews 
are so disgruntled with Israeli politics that they’re 
questioning their connection to Israel, participation in 
last year’s West Bank missions jumped 30 percent. 

Encounter trains members of the Jewish community 
to communicate and respond to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict in ways that honor the full dignity 
of all involved. The conversations are complicated, 
nuanced and difficult, but they’re respectful. If nothing 
else, perspectives from both sides are shared and 
absorbed, the nearly 2,000 Jews who have traveled 
with Encounter to the West Bank learning not only 
how to talk to their Palestinian counterparts but also 
how to think about them differently, and in ways that 
honor their fealty to Israel and Jewish beliefs. From 
afar, the world watches as the Israeli-Arab conflict 
grows only more intense. From up close, Encounter 
witnesses hearts changing, opinions shifting and 
minds opening in an environment of civility. Issues 
are neither solved nor resolved—but they are heard. 

Strengthening the 
capacity of Jewish 
leadership to be a 
constructive force 
in transforming the 
Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.

contact
Yona Shem-Tov

email
info@encounterprograms.org

phone
212-284-6776

website
www.encounterprograms.org

twitter
@encounterpgms

address
25 Broadway, Suite 1700
New York, NY 10004

founded
2005

board chair(s)
Julie Shaffer
Steven M. Jacobson

2015 expenses
$681,500

Encounter 10YEARS
5 +



Extend offers a unique opportunity for young Jewish 
Americans to prolong their student trips to Israel 
for five days, so that they can experience a broader 
perspective on life in Israel, one that includes the 
voices of Palestinians. Started by two 22-year-
olds who believe that their peers are ready for 
tough conversations about the future of the region, 
Extend, now in its third year, has taken more than 
60 young people on trips where they can connect 
with Palestinian families, students, grassroots 
leaders, artists, business people and politicians in 
a spirit of learning, openness and collaboration.

The typical traveler with Extend is a young person 
who is Jewish but not necessarily deeply involved 
in traditional forms of communal Jewish life. 
After learning about the legal, political and social 
situations of different Palestinian communities in the 
West Bank, these twentysomethings return home 
more informed and connected to the issues. The 
hope—and the result—has been that they jump-
start a more productive dialogue about the future 
of Israel and Palestine in their own communities.

Bringing college-
aged Jewish 

Americans on 
tours of the West 

Bank to give them 
an opportunity 
to engage with 

diverse members 
of Palestinian 

society and learn 
about Palestinian 

perspectives
and culture.

contact
Sam Sussman

email
extendtours@gmail.com

website
extendtours.org

address
Sussman & Watkins Law Firm

1 Railroad Avenue
Goshen, New York 10924

founded
2013

board chair(s)
Mossi Raz

2015 expenses
$25,000

Extend11TIMER
1 ST



Footsteps supports ultra-Orthodox Jews who choose 
to live mainstream Jewish lives or are considering it. 
The ultra-Orthodox are the fastest-growing Jewish 
group in America, but they can also be the most 
dogmatic; those who separate are often ostracized by 
family and friends alike, and are left feeling isolated 
and alienated simply because they have chosen to 
honor their religion differently. Many live in fear of 
being exposed for their religious doubts, and several 
admit to having contemplated suicide. Those who 
tap Footsteps’ services include women seeking 
divorce from forced marriages and young people 
who simply don’t feel the ultra-Orthodox calling of 
their ancestors. Footsteps embraces members at a 
critical and defenseless juncture in their lives, when 
they’re transitioning into a secular world that’s as 
frightening as it is exciting. Its success in doing so 
is reflected in its exponential growth: From 2010 
to 2014, Footsteps’ intake more than tripled.

Footsteps helps new members grow comfortable 
in their new identities while also nurturing their 
Judaism in fresh and meaningful ways, providing peer 
support and access to educational and professional 
development opportunities, including academic 
scholarships, summer internships and career 
connections. Footsteps also facilitates community 
building through holiday festivities, arts and 
culture programming, camping trips and milestone 
celebrations. Experienced “footsteppers” are offered 
leadership training and are encouraged to act as 
peer supports to those who have just left their ultra-
Orthodox community or are simply thinking about it. 

Providing 
crucial peer and 
professional 
resources and 
supporting those 
who choose to leave 
ultra-Orthodox 
communities.

contact
Lani Santo

email
lani@footstepsorg.org

phone
212-253-0890, ext. 1

website
www.footstepsorg.org

twitter
@Footstepsinc

address
114 John Street, #930
New York, NY 10272

founded
2003

board chair(s)
Mark Goldberg

2015 expenses
$1,157,000

Footsteps 12YEARS
5 +



G‐dcast is a new-media production studio creating 
films and apps with the goal of giving every Jewish 
child and adult the chance to learn the basics of 
Judaism with zero barriers to entry. Recognizing that 
so many of us get our information from a screen, 
this creative group brings “good screen time” to 
Jewish life, from how to pick a Hebrew baby name to 
animated Yom Kippur scapegoats and iPhone shofars 
that can actually be blown. It’s attracting the attention 
of young families, adults and teachers. And with a 
team that hails from Sesame Place, Pixar and Apple, 
G-dcast is truly on the cutting edge—reaching people 
where they are with beautiful, accessible content.

In the eight years since G-dcast first launched, it has 
become the go-to expert on blended Jewish learning. 
It has also grown by leaps and bounds, adding great 
new offerings in 2015 to its core business, including 
an extensive new Lifecycles series, which introduces 
the basics of Jewish rituals for big life moments, and 
a new initiative directed at parents of young children: 
the Parenting Jewishly video series, which applies 
Jewish wisdom to modern parenting. As one evaluator 
told us, G-dcast is in the guide for the sixth time 
because “they have continued to build, grow and pivot 
to  meet needs that the community is asking them for.”

A new-media 
production studio 

providing every 
Jewish child and 

adult with the 
chance to learn the 

basics with zero 
barriers to entry.

contact
Sarah Lefton

email
info@g-dcast.com

phone
415-935-4565

website
www.g-dcast.com

twitter
@g_dcast

address
131 Steuart Street, Suite 205

San Francisco, CA 94105

founded
2008

board chair(s)
Joshua Weinberg

2015 expenses
$983,639

G-dcast13YEARS
5 +



Custom & Craft is reinvisioning Jewish ritual as 
a sharable, DIY, collaborative experience. The 
latest project of Haggadot.com, it invites Jews of 
all backgrounds to upload, share and exchange 
content to create their own unique Passover 
Haggadah, Shabbat services and other texts for 
Jewish life, taking some of the best new tools from 
social media and culture to make Jewish ritual 
more resonant and accessible. Its platform gives 
individuals the tools to create for themselves while 
discovering other creators in their community. 

Haggadot.com has collected a vast, collaborative 
library of rituals and commentary from across the 
Jewish world and combined it with personalized 
publishing tools. By enabling anyone to share 
their content, it broadens Passover and Shabbat 
conversations to the entirety of the Jewish landscape, 
giving individuals—most between the ages of 18 
and 35—a voice within the collective conversation. 

Inviting Jews of all 
backgrounds to 
upload, share and 
exchange content 
to create their own 
unique Passover 
Haggadah, Shabbat 
services and other 
texts for Jewish life.

contact
Eileen Levinson

email
eileen@customandcraft.org

phone
954-579-3301

websites
www.haggadot.com
www.customandcraft.org

twitter
@haggadot

address
1501 South La Cienega Blvd.
Suite A
Los Angeles, CA 90035

founded
2008

2015 expenses
$101,558

Custom & Craft 14TIMER
1 ST



Hazon, Hebrew for vision, began as a series of Jewish 
bike rides meant to connect Jews with the earth 
that nurtures them and create healthy, sustainable 
communities for them to live in for years to come. 
Now, in addition to those bike rides—which have 
garnered more than $1 million in donations that have 
been disbursed to some 130 organizations—Hazon 
has launched the first faith-based community-
supported agriculture program; published an 
award-winning blog, The Jew and the Carrot (with 
470,000 readers); hosted food conferences and 
regional food festivals; created the Jewish Food 
Education Network; and partnered with social 
justice organizations. Hazon’s 2014 merger with 
the Isabella Freedman Jewish Retreat Center has 
widened its reach even more, particularly in regard to 
its work with Jewish Outdoor, Food & Environmental 
Education (JOFEE), which helps connect young 
Jews to their community while teaching them about 
making better food choices, sustainability and the 
relationship between Judaism and the environment.

Hazon’s biggest challenge is its immense success; 
it can barely keep up with the demand for its work. 
In 2014, the William Davidson Foundation provided 
a $1 million grant to launch Hazon Detroit, adding 
another city to Hazon’s cross-country roster. A 
JOFEE fellowship is also in the offing, bringing 
Hazon’s leadership in the food and environmental 
movement to its culmination. JOFEE involvement 
alone increased 10-fold from 2000 to 2012, and many 
participants go on to start similar programs in their 
own communities, thus fulfilling Hazon’s hazon. 

Hazon, meaning 
vision in Hebrew, 

aims to create 
healthier and 

more sustainable 
communities in the 

Jewish world
and beyond.

contact
Renanit Levy

email
renanit.levy@hazon.org

phone
212-644-2332 ext. 309

website
www.hazon.org

twitter
@hazon

address
125 Maiden Lane, Suite 8B

New York, NY 10038

founded
2000

board chair(s)
Richard Shuster

2015 expenses
$8,375,000 

Hazon15YEARS
5 +



For more than a dozen years, IKAR has been uniquely 
successful in enticing disaffiliated Los Angeles 
Jews back into Jewish life. This was Rabbi Sharon 
Brous’s dream when she helped co-found IKAR in 
2004, and one of its biggest draws has been her 
transcendent Shabbat services, saturated in beautiful 
music, transportive meditations and inspirational 
sermons that, in her vision, draw the IKAR community 
into social justice, while digging deeper Jewish 
roots. “To my mind, Jewish spiritual and ritual 
depth is wed inextricably to social responsibility 
and the mandate for social change,” said Rabbi 
Brous, named the most influential rabbi in the U.S. 
and the only woman to have been given such an 
honor. IKAR’s achievements resound throughout 
California and around the globe. IKAR’s initiative, 
Our Organizing Path, was key in helping to pass 
the Safe Neighborhoods and Schools Act, which 
redirected state funds to strengthen programs that 
prevent gun violence, support at-risk children and 
provide trauma recovery for crime victims. Through 
its Global Partnership program, IKAR teams up 
with fellow Slingshot Guide cohort Innovation: 
Africa to help create sustainable communities in 
rural Africa by installing Israeli solar technology.

Rabbi Brous draws hundreds to her weekly services 
and nearly 2,000 during the High Holy Days—most 
of them Jews who just years earlier held little interest 
in exploring their Jewish identity. Now they come, 
not just to explore and express their Judaism, but 
to motivate themselves to effect change. Rabbis, 
Jewish educators and lay leaders from across the 
country regularly visit IKAR to learn how they, too, 
can entice alienated Jews back into Jewish life, 
growing their identity alongside that of the community, 
and, bit by bit, changing the world around them.

Reclaiming 
the vitality and 
relevance of Jewish 
religious practice 
and reimagining the 
contours of Jewish 
community, rooted 
in the belief that 
social justice work 
is a core expression 
and central 
obligation of 
Jewish life.

contact
Melissa Balaban

email
melissa@ikar-la.org

phone
323-634-1870

website
www.ikar-la.org

twitter
@IKAR_LA

address
c/o Shalhevet
910 South Fairfax Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90036

founded
2004

board chair(s)
Karen H. Hogan

2015 expenses
$3,250,000

IKAR 16YEARS
5 +



ImmerseNYC is not your Orthodox grandmother’s 
mikveh. Actually, it’s not even a mikveh. Yet. Rather, 
it’s a program designed to carry, support and 
nurture women through meaningful life transitions 
that most face, endure and often suffer in isolation. 
Inspired by Boston’s Mayyim Hayyim community 
mikveh, ImmerseNYC offers deep ritual experiences 
led by mikveh guides to usher women through 
their immersions, which take place at existing 
Orthodox mikvehs in and around New York City. 
Whereas the traditional mikveh existed for Orthodox 
Jewish women to cleanse and purify themselves 
after their monthly periods, the modern mikveh 
encounter that ImmerseNYC provides is pluralistic 
and emotionally relevant to significant passages 
in a secular woman’s life, including conversion, 
pregnancy loss, abortion, healing from illness or 
trauma, mourning, divorce and even menopause. 

Under the leadership of Rabbi Sara Luria, 
ImmerseNYC addresses a pressing need: providing a 
space for women to process their transitions through 
a nurturing Jewish lens. ImmerseNYC also offers living 
room–based “salons,” peer-facilitated discussions 
related to the life events that can lead modern women 
to the mikveh in the first place. Like most cultures, 
American society doesn’t provide room to mourn 
pregnancy loss or the dashed dreams wrought by 
infertility. ImmerseNYC creates that space. Although 
the hope is that ImmerseNYC will one day have its 
own mikveh in Brooklyn, for now, it’s providing Jewish 
women with a sense of spirituality that they may have 
sought elsewhere—in yoga, meditation, Buddhism or 
support groups. Now they can also find it in Judaism. 

Providing a Jewish 
framework for 

life transitions by 
facilitating deep 

ritual experiences 
such as mikveh 
immersions and 
convening peer-

facilitated salons.

contact
Rabbi Sara Luria

email
sara@immersenyc.com

phone
917-655-0238

website
www.immersenyc.org

twitter
@immersenyc

address
540 President Street

Third Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11215

founded
2013

board chair(s)
Debbie Cosgrove

2015 expenses
$160,000

ImmerseNYC17TIMER
1 ST



Charm City Tribe provides young adults living in 
downtown Baltimore with unconventional ways of 
tapping into Jewish tradition, culture and the Jewish 
community. Just four years old, this project was 
founded in response to the 2010 Baltimore Jewish 
Community Survey, which indicated a need for 
more Jewish leadership, education and resources 
in downtown Baltimore to engage unaffiliated Jews 
in their twenties and thirties living in that area. 

Led by Rabbi Jessy Gross, a trained community 
organizer, CCT offers monthly happy hours and 
alternative Jewish holiday celebrations to affinity 
groups created around such special interests as 
food, volunteering and in-home Shabbat dinners. 
CCT’s network of Connectors goes beyond 
crafting events; these leaders take an active role 
in creating a personal bond with young people, 
helping Baltimore’s millennials find a slice of Jewish 
life that resonates with them and strengthening 
Jewish identity in the process. Clearly, it’s doing 
something right: CCT events now draw more 
than 300 young people, engaging a whole new 
population of young Jewish millennials in Baltimore. 

Providing 20s and 
30s young adults 
living in downtown 
Baltimore with new, 
creative ways of 
tapping into Jewish 
tradition, culture 
and community.

contact
Rabbi Jessy Gross

email
jgross@jcc.org

phone
443-613-1946

website
www.jcc.org/charmcitytribe

twitter
@charmcitytribe

address
JCC of Greater Baltimore
5700 Park Heights Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215

founded
2012

board chair(s)
Sarah Elkins

2015 expenses
$161,110

project of
JCC of Greater Baltimore

parent org founded
1951

JCC Charm City Tribe 18TIMER
1 ST



JCHAI Transitions helps young adults with 
intellectual disabilities and autism transition to 
living and working independently in the community. 
Founded by parents of adults with disabilities, 
JCHAI uses a person-centered approach, teaching 
members to live by themselves in the community 
while supporting them for the rest of their lives. 

Now in its fourth year, JCHAI has expanded from 
traditional residential programs to programming 
that fosters all levels of integration through JCHAI 
At Home, JCHAI At Work, JCHAI Café and JCHAI 
Apartments. Transitions helps JCHAI members 
create a social network for future independent 
socialization and living situations, and offers 
members the opportunity to take part in Shabbat 
dinners and holiday celebrations. By integrating its 
new young adult offerings with existing programs, 
JCHAI promotes mentoring relationships between 
older and younger members. JCHAI also includes 
vocational training and help with job searches. 
The impressive results speak for themselves: 
Seventy percent of JCHAI members who want to 
work have competitive, integrated employment, as 
opposed to the national average of 18 percent.

Promoting the 
transition of 

young adults 
with intellectual 
disabilities and 
autism who are 

leaving school and 
their family home 

to live and work 
independently in 
the community.

contact
Stacy Levitan

email
stacylevitan@jchai.org

phone
610-922-2480

website
www.jchai.org

twitter
@jchaiservices

address
274 South Bryn Mawr Avenue

Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

founded
2012

board chair(s)
Judith Creed

2015 expenses
$500,000

JCHAI Transitions19



Atlanta-based Jewish Kids Groups has been so 
successful in attracting and retaining unaffiliated 
Jewish children in its Jewish summer-camp-like 
Hebrew school, it has had to create three programs 
to keep up with demand. JKG developed organically 
when parents hired a counselor to form a club 
fun enough to compel children to explore their 
Jewish identity. Thanks to innovative programing 
that includes writing plays, masterminding original 
board games and creating art—all with Jewish or 
Hebrew themes—those first six kids quickly grew 
into 65. Now the program serves more than 200 
children and has a long waiting list. JKG plans to 
serve some 1,500 students by the end of 2021. 

Currently, two out of three Jewish families say they 
don’t belong to a synagogue, according to a Pew 
report. Other research indicates that the traditional 
Sunday school model is ineffective at reinforcing 
Jewish identity. With what it defines as “disruptive 
innovation,” JKG is remapping the terrain of Jewish 
education by making it fun, interactive and relevant 
to both children and their parents. And almost 
half of JKG’s families are interfaith. Enrollment in 
its new, three-year bar and bat mitzvah program 
for middle schoolers is maxed out. Students 
engage in meaningful community service projects 
together and share Jewish holiday and Shabbat 
celebrations, often for the first time. Said one 
mother about a JGK Passover celebration: “This 
is the first seder I’ve been to in 30 years, and my 
first ever with my husband and 10-year-old.” 

A reimagined, 
reinvented and 
ridiculously cool 
Hebrew school 
providing a new 
educational model 
to revitalize Jewish 
learning nationwide.

contact
Ana Robbins

email
ana@jewishkidsgroup.com

phone
404-913-9554

website
www.jewishkidsgroups.com

address
1440 Spring Street NW
Atlanta, GA 30309

founded
2012

board chair(s)
Susan Levitas

2015 expenses
$530,000

Jewish Kids Groups 20



The Jewish Mindfulness Center of Washington, D.C., 
uses Jewish mindfulness, meditation and yoga to 
reclaim a spiritually vibrant Judaism with body, heart 
and soul. Thriving inside Congregation Adas Israel, a 
synagogue founded in 1869, JMCW is central to Adas 
Israel’s bold and brave Vision of Renewal, designed to 
reimagine the 147-year-old D.C. institution’s approach 
to synagogue life. Recognizing the diverse spiritual, 
intellectual and social needs of a contemporary 
21st-century Jewish population, JMCW is attracting 
a wide range of people and providing connection 
for those who have always been rather disengaged 
with Jewish life. Those and others are now finding 
themselves organically drawn to Adas Israel.

JMCW offers innovative classes, services and 
programs throughout the year, multiple weekly 
Jewish meditation and yoga sessions, a soulful 
Kabbalat Shabbat service, special holiday programs, 
mikveh workshops, spiritual retreats and more. 
Meditation classes often entail a teaching on the 
weekly parashah, linking the Torah to mindful 
practice. Yoga classes frequently use different 
aspects of the Jewish Mussar tradition to focus 
the mind-body on balance. Now a model for other 
synagogues around the country, JMCW consults 
with these communities to help them incorporate 
more mindfulness-based practice into their Jewish 
rituals, making Judaism more relevant to the 
kind of spirituality people care about today. 

Using Jewish 
mindfulness, 

meditation and 
yoga to reclaim a 
spiritually vibrant 

Judaism with body, 
heart and soul.

contact
Rabbi Lauren Holtzblatt

email
rabbi.holtzblatt@adasisrael.org

phone
202-362-4433

website
www.adasisrael.org/jmcw

twitter
@adasisraeldc

address
2850 Quebec Street, NW

Washington, DC 20008

founded
2012

board chair(s)
Debby Joseph

2015 expenses
$65,000

project of
Adas Israel Congregation

parent org founded
1869

Jewish Mindfulness 
Center of Washington
at Adas Israel21



JScreen provides Jews of reproductive age with 
information about potential risks for passing down 
genetic diseases to their children. Ashkenazi and 
Sephardic Jews are at increased risk for carrying 
more than 19 genetic diseases, including cancers, 
neurological disorders and certain mental illnesses. 
The organization holds screening events wherever 
young Jews congregate, including temples, Hillels 
and universities across the country, as well as at 
young professional events throughout south Florida, 
Atlanta, New York, Boston and Washington, D.C. 
Through an ongoing grant with fellow Slingshot Guide 
participant Moishe House, JScreen offers funding 
for individuals who host JScreen-themed Shabbats 
and other events. Lest young Jews disregard the 
potential risks for passing down genetic diseases, 
JScreen puts future bubbes and zaydes on the case, 
engaging them through Hadassah and other groups. 
Through JScreen’s JGift program, friends and family 
can give the gift of screening to someone they love. 

In all, JScreen checks for more than 85 genetic 
diseases. Testing is done at home with an easy-to-
use saliva kit that comes in the mail after participants 
sign up and pay online. When results come in, 
couples who are at risk for passing down disease 
are offered counseling about available options to 
help them plan ahead for their families. In less than 
three years of operation, JScreen has tested 4,000 
people in 47 states, with demand only growing, 
ensuring healthy futures for the next generation. 

Helping to prevent 
Jewish genetic 
diseases through 
affordable, online, 
saliva-based carrier 
screening and 
genetic counseling.

contact
Rachael Gates

email
info@jscreen.org

phone
404-778-8640

website
www.jscreen.org

twitter
@myjscreen

address
5115 New Peachtree Road
Suite 301
Atlanta, GA 30341

founded
2013

board chair(s)
Larry Smith

2015 expenses
$1,800,000

project of
Emory University

parent org founded
1836
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The Kavana Cooperative is the catalyst behind the 
“G7” Jewish innovation network, a collaboration 
of seven decidedly local Jewish organizations that 
strive to create a new and lasting community for 
the next generation of Jews nationwide. Seattle-
based Kavana doesn’t just have members, it has 
participants, or “partners” as they are called. 
These partners make a commitment to creating 
nondenominational Jewish life that is comfortable 
and relatable for all. Partners influence programming 
and governance and have established a pay-
as-you-go financial model that fits all budgets. 
Programs include holiday and Shabbat celebrations, 
a Hebrew-language immersion preschool, and 
camping trips. With a keen understanding that today’s 
Jews relate more to their culture and spirituality 
than their religion, Kavana also offers meditation 
retreats and interfaith couples workshops. 

Kavana’s return rate is its best measure of 
success: Ninety-five percent of partners report 
regular participation in programming, and 70 
percent have significantly upped their Jewish-
based activity. Part of Kavana’s appeal is its 
sensitivity to its membership—subcommunity 
programming caters to baby playgroups, Russian 
speakers and empty nesters, among others. Teens 
celebrating their bar and bat mitzvahs tailor their 
own ceremonies and can opt for traditional to self-
designed DIY affairs that express an individual’s 
relationship to Judaism, validating Kavana’s credo 
of “personalized Judaism in a community context.”

Striving to build 
an innovative, 

model community 
that empowers its 

partners to create a 
meaningful Jewish 

life and a positive 
Jewish identity.

contact
Rabbi Rachel Nussbaum

email
info@kavana.org

phone
206-713-1953

website
www.kavana.org

twitter
@kavanaseattle

address
P.O. Box 19666

Seattle, WA 98109

founded
2006

board chair(s)
Julie Katz

2015 expenses
$435,000

The Kavana Cooperative23YEARS
5 +



For two decades, KESHET has been helping LGBTQ 
Jews navigate the Jewish community and the 
world beyond. Founded by two gay Jewish men 
seeking to create a more nurturing Jewish world for 
those whose sexual and gender identities shunted 
them to the sidelines, KESHET has helped some 
166,000 LGBTQ Jews find inclusion in synagogues, 
day and religious schools, summer camps, JCCs 
and Hillels. Through training clergy and educators, 
KESHET has been integral in guiding the Jewish 
community to help LGBTQ Jews feel safe, valued 
and included in classrooms, congregations and camp 
groups. In 2015, an openly transgender rabbi was 
installed in a Conservative synagogue for the first 
time, and for only the second time, an openly gay 
person was made head of a Jewish day school. 

KESHET’s national impact has been extraordinary, 
expanding to 10 cities, including Boston, San 
Francisco, New York, Miami, Atlanta, Washington, 
D.C., Philadelphia, Chicago and Los Angeles. A 
decade ago, only one Jewish high school offered 
a Gay-Straight Alliance club. Now there are 10, 
including one at a Modern Orthodox high school. 
The Purim Superhero, the first Jewish children’s book 
with LGBT characters, emerged from a KESHET 
writing contest. Whereas KESHET once had to 
convince Jewish organizations to participate in 
LGBTQ training, those organizations now come to 
KESHET to help make the Jewish experience they 
provide a more sensitive, welcoming and inclusive 
one. Writes one Jewish teen about the impact of 
KESHET: “I felt the largest connection to Judaism 
I have ever experienced, and my hatred for myself 
transformed into an overwhelming sense of pride.”

Working for the 
full equality and 
inclusion of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and 
transgender Jews 
in all areas of 
Jewish life.

contact
Idit Klein

email
idit@keshetonline.org

phone
617-524-9227

website
www.keshetonline.org

twitter
@KeshetGLBTjews

address
284 Armory Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

founded
1996

board chair(s)
B. Andrew Zelermyer

2015 expenses
$1,987,800

KESHET 24YEARS
5 +



Building on a framework of Jewish values and 
traditions, Keshet: A Rainbow of Hope for Individuals 
with Special Needs pioneered the inclusion model 
at a time when children with disabilities were not 
welcomed into the mainstream community. Now 
well into its fourth decade, Keshet continues to 
create opportunities for the disabled to lead dignified 
and productive lives, but has also evolved into a 
multifaceted organization that offers integrated 
classroom programs up to high school. It also 
offers a program for high school students who 
“fall between the cracks,” a post–high school 
transition program and adult day programs. 
Recreational programs include day and overnight 
summer camps, Buddy Baseball, Buddy Bowling 
and sponsoring a team in the Special Olympics. 
Keshet services children starting at age three 
and stands by them throughout their lifetime.

Keshet works with every kind of intellectual and 
developmental disability. Operating within traditional 
Jewish values, Keshet is also open to people of all 
ethnic backgrounds. Indeed, public school districts 
often refer students to Keshet when none of their 
schools can adequately serve their needs. Keshet’s 
compassionate and personalized model of inclusion 
has been replicated in major cities nationwide, 
including New York, Miami, Los Angeles, Boston and 
Dallas, as well as Toronto. In fall 2015, Keshet opened 
its first residential home for the intellectually and 
developmentally disabled. In 2020, Keshet will begin 
to take care of their families as well, building a respite 
house that offers support and community, creating 
opportunities for families to bond and relax together. 

Providing year-
round integrated 

educational, 
recreational 

and vocational 
programming for 

individuals with 
intellectual and 
developmental 

disabilities.

contact
Abbie Weisberg

email
abbie@keshet.org

phone
847-205-1234, ext. 309

website
www.keshet.org

twitter
@keshetchicago

address
600 Academy Drive, Suite 130

Northbrook, Il 60062

founded
1982

board chair(s)
Joel Klein

2015 expenses
$5,540,800

Keshet: A Rainbow
of Hope for Individuals 
with Special Needs25TIMER

1 ST



Lab/Shul is an everybody-friendly, G-d optional, 
experimental community for sacred Jewish 
gatherings, dedicated to exploring, creating and 
celebrating Jewish life. Both a laboratory and 
a shul, the organization is experimenting with a 
collaborative, co-created model that empowers the 
members of its community to take active roles in 
building a spiritual home together. Lab/Shul began 
as Storahtelling in 1998, using theater as a tool to 
deliver traditional Jewish texts in unconventional 
ways, but Amichai Lau Lavie has led its evolution into 
a radically new congregational model: Lab/Shul.

The significant increase in participation in Lab/Shul 
in only three years is indicative of how it has been 
able to create a meaningful opportunity for ritual and 
connection. By making texts and ritual accessible, 
Storahtelling Mavens and ritualist leaders inspire 
interactive conversations that, coupled with uplifting, 
sophisticated music, have become fresh, lively and 
deeply meaningful reflection, connection and growth 
opportunities for participants. Equally engaging are 
Lab/Shul’s programs, events and social actions, 
which build a cohesive interfaith spiritual community 
grounded in Jewish values and liturgies. Lab/Shul’s 
model is demonstrating that people can co-create 
a shul, collaborating with congregants of all ages 
and faiths, to be truly welcoming of everybody—in 
language, content, product and programming. 

An everybody-
friendly, 
experimental 
community for 
sacred Jewish 
gatherings, 
dedicated to 
exploring, creating 
and celebrating 
Jewish life.

contact
Naomi Less

email
naomi@storahtelling.org

phone
212-908-2523

website
www.labshul.org

twitter
@labshul

address
125 Maiden Lane, Suite 5B
New York, NY 10038

founded
2012

board chair(s)
Michael Dorf

2015 expenses
$893,956

Lab/Shul 26YEARS
5 +



Lookstein Virtual Jewish Academy is a new model 
in Jewish education that works in conjunction with 
existing schools to create an online education 
platform, connecting Jewish middle and high 
school students to substantive Jewish learning. 
Curriculum is designed to support both the varying 
levels of observance in each school as well as the 
multiple academic levels of students. LVJA is already 
working with 500 students in 40 schools around 
North America, and, in 2015, it planned to expand 
its program to include fifth- through seventh-grade 
students. Participants span multiple locations 
across the country and work in synchronicity (or 
not), independently or collaboratively. Whatever a 
student’s course of study, LVJA works closely with 
schools to ensure that their needs are being met 
and to support them through their instruction.

LVJA has already begun to have an impact on 
schools’ pedagogic, financial and structural systems. 
Recognized as a leader in educational circles, it is 
known for sharing ideas, best practices and research 
with the Jewish educational community. Ultimately, it 
is using technology in the best way possible: to ignite 
positive educational change that is widely accessible. 

An online school 
that connects 

Jewish students to 
substantive Jewish 

learning, while 
supporting Jewish 

schools on their path 
toward 21-century 

education 
and financial 

sustainability.

contact
Chana German

email
chana@lookstein.org

phone
972-3-535-4980

website
virtualjewishacademy.org

twitter
@looksteinvja

address
Lookstein Virtual Jewish

Academy, The Lookstein Center
Bar-Ilan University

Ramat Gan 52900, Israel

founded
2014

board chair(s)
Michael Doppelt

2015 expenses
$794,000

project of
Lookstein Center Bar-Ilan

parent org founded
1978

Lookstein Virtual
Jewish Academy27TIMER

1 ST



Matan was created to address the dearth of 
educational opportunities afforded to Jewish children 
with special needs. For too long, kids with any variety 
of learning differences—from autism spectrum 
disorders to speech and language delays—were 
simply turned away if they wanted a Jewish education. 
Thanks to organizations like Matan, that is changing, 
and more differently abled children now have 
access. One driving force behind Matan’s success 
is its unwavering belief that the inclusion of children 
with special needs is a communal responsibility 
of all Jewish schools. Those schools that don’t 
have the capability can acquire it through Matan.

Once a direct service organization, Matan now trains 
Jewish educators from across the country. In 2015 
alone, it taught 1,000 teachers and congregational 
leaders, enabling them to welcome and support 
diverse learners in formal and informal Jewish 
education settings. At least 20,000 students from 
Boulder to Bethesda have integrated into classrooms 
and camps that are better able to accommodate 
different learners through Matan’s efforts. 2015 
marked the completion of the Matan Institute of 
Greater Washington, the first Matan Institute outside 
of New York City, which serves 18 schools throughout 
D.C. More and more Jewish communities are hiring 
Matan to consult, do assessments and create wider 
change in their communities. Matan also provides 
ongoing virtual support, including webinars that 
focus on a variety of topics, most recently, “Using 
Jewish Culture to Understand Autism and Inclusion.” 

Training current 
and future Jewish 
communal leaders 
and educators to 
change the Jewish 
community’s 
approach to 
educating Jewish 
children with 
disabilities.

contact
Dori Frumin Kirshner

email
info@matankids.org

phone
866-410-5600

website
www.matankids.org

twitter
@mataninc

address
520 Eighth Avenue, 4th Floor 
New York, NY 10018

founded
2000

board chair(s)
Rabbi William Plevin

2015 expenses
$425,000

Matan 28YEARS
5 +



Most of today’s Jewish millennials do not belong 
to synagogues—they find them pricey or irrelevant 
or simply inconvenient. Yet research shows that 
this group of twenty and thirtysomethings crave a 
sense of spiritual engagement. Mishkan Chicago is 
filling this need in the greater Chicago area, not with 
gimmicks or one-off events but by using traditional 
Jewish methods and rituals: one-on-one study, 
dynamic Shabbat and High Holidays services that 
draw hundreds (more than 1,400 people attended 
Mishkan’s Get Higher 5775 High Holidays services 
in 2014), meaningful internships, stimulating classes 
and, yes, social events—all with a touch of cool 
that has given Mishkan a reputation for being very 
21st century with a deeply spiritual Jewish heart.

The mission—to inject traditional Jewish values with a 
dose of modernity—shines through Mishkan’s Talmud 
classes, leadership teams (there’s a Davening team, 
a Giving Circle and a Social Justice team, among 
others) and one-on-one learning sessions that bring 
together Jewish young adults and leaders in the 
community for mutual inspiration. The programs are 
working: Eighty percent of the 2,000 adults touched 
by Mishkan in 2014 said it provided them with a 
Jewish community they didn’t—and couldn’t—find 
elsewhere. That’s because, unlike some Chicago-
area synagogues, which focus on more-established 
families in the suburbs, all of these programs are 
designed to be affordable, geographically accessible 
(the Neighborhood Captains program reaches out to 
Jews living in previously underserved urban Chicago 
neighborhoods) and welcoming to Jews of all stripes, 
creating a community for the next generation of Jews 
and a model for engaging today’s Jewish millennials.

Engages, educates, 
empowers, 

connects and 
inspires people in 

Chicago and beyond 
through dynamic 

experiences of 
Jewish prayer, 

learning and 
community building.

contact
Rachel Cort

email
rachel@mishkanchicago.org

phone
773-893-0613

website
www.mishkanchicago.org

twitter
@mishkanchicago

address
4001 North Ravenswood, 403A

Chicago, IL 60613

founded
2011

board chair(s)
James Edward Johnson

2015 expenses
$802,000

Mishkan Chicago29



Moishe House provides a contemporary and 
accessible Jewish community for young Jews at 
a time when many have disengaged from their 
parents’ brand of Judaism—and their childhood 
synagogue—and are looking to design one that 
feels like their own. Today, there are 83 Moishe 
Houses in 20 countries. Through alumni follow-up 
and community activities, the organization engages 
nearly 100,000 Jews each year. How Moishe House 
works: Geared for adults ages 22 to 30, it provides 
subsidized housing for two or three leaders in a 
single domicile who wish to create their own ideal 
Jewish community; these leaders then open up 
their home to share and further bolster their vision 
with young Jews at large. Big cities like New York 
and Los Angeles are home to six and seven Moishe 
Houses, respectively. Globally, there are Moishe 
Houses in Russia, South Africa, Israel, Australia, 
China and elsewhere—both extending and welcoming 
the Jewish community wherever it finds itself. 

Activities include everything from Shabbat and 
holiday celebrations to single-topic retreats, challah 
making and walking tours. During their tenure at 
Moishe house, residents grow in their confidence 
and ability to lead Jewish rituals, and many adopt 
new, self-tailored Jewish practices to carry through 
their adulthood and pass down to their children.

Creatively redefining 
Jewish life for 
twentysomethings 
through a peer-
led model of 
connection, 
leadership and 
engagement.

contact
David Cygielman

email
david@moishehouse.org

phone
704-512-0409

website
www.moishehouse.org

twitter
@moishehouse

address
441 Saxony Road, Barn 2
Encinitas, CA 92024

founded
2006

board chair(s)
Jim Heeger

2015 expenses
$6,740,000

Moishe House 30YEARS
5 +



Every middle and high schooler could use a little 
help these days, a mentor who can guide them as 
they navigate ever more intense academic pressure, 
Facebook bullies, gender confusion—all the issues 
that can force them to grow up too fast and send 
them in the wrong direction. Moving Traditions offers 
that help through its signature mentor-led youth 
programs that have provided a sense of community 
and promoted self-discovery, self-esteem and 
independence in more than 15,000 Jewish teens 
since 2005. Each year, Moving Traditions trains 
more than 100 mentors, working with a small-group 
model where these adults get to know teens in a 
holistic way that lasts for years, creating a Jewish 
connection and sense of identity in these kids that 
stretches well beyond the bar or bat mitzvah.

Moving Traditions was founded by women—the chair 
and executive director are both women—and its Rosh 
Hodesh program for girls is particularly strong, as an 
independent 2015 evaluation of the program makes 
clear: Eighty-one percent of girls said Rosh Hodesh 
had helped them strengthen or acquire leadership 
skills, 93 percent said it increased their connection 
with Jewish girls and women, and 89 percent said the 
program has helped them think about how they treat 
other girls. And the boys’ program, Shevet Achim, 
now in its fourth year, is reaping similar results: As one 
participant wrote: “Shevet Achim is the best thing my 
mother ever forced me to do.” There are other youth 
programs for Jewish teens, to be sure, but none follow 
an ongoing mentorship model that engages teens 
to look at and explore the tough issues that define 
their lives now, including gender identity (programs 
and curricula for LGBT youth are in progress), peer 
pressure, gender equity and work-life balance. With 
the help of Moving Traditions, more teens are growing 
into adulthood with confidence, a sense of community 
and an enduring commitment to being a part of the 
Jewish community, however they identify themselves.

Engaging teens in 
Jewish community 

through middle 
and high school by 
training educators 

as mentors and 
offering teens the 

opportunity to 
explore fundamental 
questions of identity 

and society.

contact
Deborah Meyer

email
dmeyer@movingtraditions.org

phone
215-887-4511 

website
www.movingtraditions.org

twitter
@MvingTraditions

address
261 Old York Road, Suite 734 

Jenkintown, PA 19046

founded
2005

board chair(s)
Sally Gottesman

2015 expenses
$2,398,896

Moving Traditions31YEARS
5 +



Imagine using all of the grassy space around your 
local temple, church or mosque to plant food for 
the hungry. That’s exactly what Netiya has done by 
installing 12 Just Gardens in the unused land around 
religious institutions throughout Los Angeles County. 
Started in 2011, Netiya has emerged as one of the 
nation’s most effective food-growth innovators, 
having blossomed into a network of 42 faith-based 
establishments that convert excess congregational 
land into food gardens that feed the community and 
those in need. Netiya seeks to grow its influence 
throughout its home city and nationwide, strengthening 
the nutritional foundation for all people. Thus far, it has 
partnered with more than 20 congregations of different 
faiths and proffered some 160 educational programs 
ranging from food procurement to fermentation to 
pesticide-free planting, training people of all beliefs 
in growing and tithing their own plots, however small. 
In doing so, Netiya is shifting the paradigm from 
traditional food-relief efforts that offer handouts to 
teaching and establishing personal food sovereignty.

Los Angeles—along with the entirety of Southern 
California—has been plagued by ever-worsening 
drought, making the need for accessible, nutritious 
food grown in water-wise ways more pressing than 
ever. Netiya’s biggest challenge has been convincing 
committee-run congregations to use their excess 
land for planting rather than new buildings or larger 
parking lots. Still, while Netiya’s success has been 
slow, it has also been significant. The Shared Earth 
Project—a partnership of three congregations co-
located at the Studio City Unitarian Church, is a 
2,000-square-foot plot converted into a “vibrant 
food forest” that addresses local food insecurity. 
Prioritizing sustainable growth and food independence 
over physical expansion—and having crafted an 
easily replicable model for all establishments with 
unused land—Netiya continues to build relationships 
with institutions of every denomination in hopes of 
feeding its increasingly hungry city, and the world.

A network of 
42 faith-based 
institutions that 
advance interfaith 
food justice by 
converting unused 
congregational land 
to grow food and to 
educate community 
on healthy, just 
food systems.

contact
Devorah Brous

email
devorah.brous@gmail.com

phone
213-500-1973

website
www.netiya.org

twitter
@NetiyaLA

address
13600 Addison Street
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423

founded
2011

board chair(s)
Lisa Friedman

2015 expenses
$220,000

Netiya 32TIMER
1 ST



In an era when misunderstandings, mistrust and 
hostility between Muslims and Jews may be at an all-
time high, NewGround: A Muslim-Jewish Partnership 
for Change brings together young people in Los 
Angeles and beyond to create a healthier model for 
engagement, empowering change makers to improve 
communication between the two communities and 
find common ground on issues of shared concern. 
That may sound like a daunting task, but through its 
innovative fellowship programs with young adults 
and promising high school students, NewGround 
produces emerging leaders who forge change 
with projects that join the two camps, altering 
both for the better. In recent years, NewGround’s 
efforts have been so successful that the group has 
been recognized by Harvard University’s Pluralism 
Project, and the White House invited NewGround 
to present on a panel about effective bridge 
building between communities of different faiths. 

This kind of recognition comes when an organization 
is doing something right, and NewGround has 
perfected its approach to bridge building: Its fellowship 
program initially focuses on creating ties between the 
two communities, then moves on to helping fellows 
develop conflict-resolution skills, and only then 
addresses volatile issues like the Israeli-Palestine 
conflict. The program doesn’t rely on just talk: Each 
fellowship program culminates with a service action-
oriented communal project to bring Muslims and 
Jews together. Past projects include the Muslim and 
Jewish Organized Relief Fund (MAJOR), which assists 
struggling communities by providing better access 
to clean water, education and health care. Another 
project, 2 Faiths 1 Prayer, holds joint Muslim and 
Jewish prayer in public spaces from Santa Monica to 
Los Angeles City Hall. When it comes to long-standing 
conflicts like the one in the Middle East, NewGround 
trains young people in what it takes to make change 
happen, but, most important, it’s helping to create 
a new attitude among both Jews and Muslims.

Equipping Jews 
and Muslims with 

skills, resources 
and relationships to 
strengthen Muslim-

Jewish relations 
and increase 
cooperation.

contact
Aziza Hasan

email
aziza@muslimjewishnewground.org

phone
213-978-1680

website
www.mjnewground.org

twitter
@mjnewground

address
200 North Spring Street, Suite 2111

Los Angeles, CA 90012

founded
2006

board chair(s)
David Weiner

2015 expenses
$240,000

project of
Community Partners

parent org founded
1992

NewGround: A Muslim-
Jewish Partnership
for Change33



OneTable is among the Slingshot Guide’s newest 
entries, chosen for its innovative approach to Shabbat 
that reaches young Jewish adults in search of 
community, connection and delicious food. Inaugurated 
in 2014, OneTable currently exists in New York City 
and Chicago, with plans to expand to Washington, 
D.C., by mid-2016, and other major cities in years to 
come. OneTable understands that young Jews seek 
intimacy and social connection within the Jewish 
community without having to be part of a larger 
establishment or institution. Most meals take place 
in people’s homes, but some convene in city parks, 
on rooftops or in restaurants and community centers. 
Dinners are usually open to all. OneTable.org features 
a menu of options, with dinners that are sometimes 
food or identity specific—there are kosher dinners, 
LGBT dinners and meals featuring vegan, Sephardic 
or Mexican cuisine, for example. There are even 
opportunities for social entrepreneurship, as some 
business-minded Shabbaters sell reasonably priced 
tickets to group dinners at popular restaurants.

OneTable fulfills a growing need among young 
Jews who want to define their religious identity on 
their own terms. “Shabbat coaches”—rabbinical 
students, Jewish scholars or just Jews who know 
a lot about Shabbat—are available to hosts to 
impart wisdom and offer advice on how to celebrate 
Friday night according to their own values and 
styles. OneTable offers a “nourishment” stipend to 
hosts, usually $15 per guest, to be supplemented 
by the host or guests if necessary. Together, Jews 
sit down to Shabbat dinner as strangers, and by 
evening’s end emerge with lasting friendships.

Helping people in 
their 20s and 30s 
find, enjoy and share 
Shabbat dinners to 
make the most of 
their Friday night 
and enjoy the best 
of life together.

contact
Aliza Kline

email
aliza@onetable.org

phone
646-887-3894

website
onetable.org

twitter
@onetableshabbat

address
79 Madison Avenue
2nd Floor
New York, NY 10016

founded
2014

board chair(s)
Sara Berman
Terry Kassel

2015 expenses
$1,700,000

OneTable 34TIMER
1 ST



Bringing Jews back to the land in creative ways—
that’s just one of the lofty ambitions of Baltimore’s 
Pearlstone Campus for Living Judaism, a 164-acre 
farm, day camp, retreat center and much more 
that impacts more than 20,000 people annually. 
Embracing Jews of all kinds (and non-Jews, as 
well), Pearlstone plunges individuals and groups 
into immersive experiences, using the land itself 
in conjunction with Biblical principals to educate 
and connect participants to the environment and 
to Judaism in a deeper way. Today, all things eco 
can seem trendy, but Pearlstone is the real deal—a 
locally based Jewish green center providing outdoor 
Jewish agricultural experiences to Baltimore.

In only eight years, the organization has grown 
from farming half an acre to seven acres; from 
managing a retreat center to managing a 164-
acre campus for living Judaism; from only on-site 
offerings to off-site community gardens and teacher 
training; and from hosting one-off field trips to 
providing year-round programs such as Hebrew 
School on the Farm. In 2014, the last program 
attracted 80 students for hands-on learning about 
the relationship between animals, the land, ancient 
Judaism and modern rituals. In 2015, Pearlstone 
launched its first annual Sukkot Retreat, with 50 
participants, for three nights of celebration; the 
Promise Heights partnership with Baltimore city 
schools, bringing at-risk youth to the farm to learn 
about food justice, healthy eating and the natural 
environment; and an expanded version of its Family 
Farm day, which attracted hundreds of participants. 
It was also recertified as a Maryland Green Center, 
in recognition of its eco-minded partnerships 
with area schools. Anyone can start a farm or a 
community garden. Pearstone has succeeded in 
melding Jewish teachings with a passion for the 
environment in a way that feels uniquely relevant.

Embodies living 
Judaism, exudes 

loving warmth for all 
Jews and all people, 

and cultivates 
connections 

to community, 
environment, self 

and spirituality.

contact
Jakir Manela

email
jakir@pearlstonecenter.org

phone
410-500-5417

website
www.pearlstonecenter.org

twitter
@pearlstone5425

address
5425 Mt. Gilead Road

Reisterstown, MD 21136

founded
2001

board chair(s)
P.J. Pearlstone

2015 expenses
$2,800,000

Pearlstone Center35YEARS
5 +



What child doesn’t love getting a gift? Thanks 
to PJ Library, 150,000 Jewish children ages six 
months to eight years receive age-appropriate 
Jewish-themed books in their mailboxes each 
month. Every book comes with a reading guide 
explaining the basic Jewish concepts of the story, 
along with suggestions for conversation starters 
for parents to help enrich the reading experience. 
PJL’s audience spans the Jewish spectrum to 
include everyone from Orthodox to unaffiliated, 
and serves different purposes for each child. PJL 
reinforces Jewish values for children who already 
live them and teaches them to children who haven’t 
learned them before. “My husband and daughter are 
Jewish, but I am not,” writes the mother of a two-
year-old. “PJ Library has given me the opportunity 
to learn more about Judaism with my daughter.” 

What started in 2005 as a pilot program with 200 
children in founder Harold Grinspoon’s hometown 
of Sharon, Massachusetts, has grown to a total 
distribution of 7 million books so far. And surveys 
show these books don’t just sit on the shelf—85 
percent of respondents say they discuss PJL 
themes and concepts as a family, and more than 
three-quarters of them engage with the books each 
week. PJL is experiencing growth every which way, 
expanding to England, where it reached its expected 
goal of serving 2,500 children in just two months. It 
also launched PJ Our Way, targeted to children ages 
9 to 11, who are too old for the younger program and 
who choose their own books from a list of choices. 
In 2015, PJL started publishing books in Arabic for 
80,000 Arab Israelis and in Russian. PJL buys and 
distributes more than half of all Jewish children’s 
books sold, ensuring that Jewish children everywhere 
are exposed to the highest-quality Jewish literature.

Providing high-
quality Jewish books 
that deepen and 
enrich the Jewish 
identities of families 
raising Jewish 
children.

contact
Will Schneider

email
will@hgf.org

phone
413-276-0716

website
www.pjlibrary.org

twitter
@pjlibrary

address
67 Hunt Street, Suite 100
Agawam, MA 01001

founded
2005

board chair(s)
Harold Grinspoon

2015 expenses
$18,172,502

project of
The Harold Grinspoon
Foundation

parent org founded
1993

PJ Library 36



Reboot began as an experiment in 2002, bringing 
together disconnected young Jewish cultural 
influencers to define Jewish community on their own 
terms. Reboot invites discovery and participation 
through programs such as the National Day of 
Unplugging and the Sukkah project, for which 
members of the Jewish community built creative, 
unusual models of sukkahs. Whatever the project, 
Reboot’s programs are inspired by Jewish ritual 
and embrace a wide range of interests, including 
the arts, humor, food, philosophy and social justice, 
harnessing the creativity of its members to produce 
creative projects and tools for outside-the-box 
engagement that inspires a reimagining of what 
it means to be part of the Jewish community. 

The once tiny group has grown into a thoughtfully 
expanding, self-organizing network. Over the past 
decade-plus, the results of their experiments have 
yielded new, accessible, provocative, resonant Jewish 
projects, rich in content, that welcome participation. 
Reboot projects have typically attracted Jews in 
their twenties and thirties who have mostly stayed at 
the margins of Jewish life. The organization recently 
initiated a new partnership with the design firm IDEO 
to produce the next chapter of Jewish products and 
platforms. At the same time, it’s working to adapt 
projects to fit local needs through collaborations 
with hundreds of community organization partners—
Moishe Houses, JCCs, Hillels, museums, cultural 
centers, synagogues, yoga studios and hiking 
clubs—going where millennials are and creating 
experiences that resonate deeply with this generation. 

Affirming the value 
of Jewish traditions 

by creating new 
ways for people

to make them
their own.

contact
Shane Hankins

email
shane@rebooters.net

phone
646-389-0312

website
www.rebooters.net

twitter
@reboot

address
44 West 28th Street, 8th Floor

New York, NY 10001

founded
2001

board chair(s)
David Katznelson

2015 expenses
$1,988,259

Reboot37YEARS
5 +



In a world where everyone is attached to their screens 
and millennials are often dismissed as disengaged, 
service to others—thought of as a Jewish value—
can seem like a challenging thing to perpetuate. 
Which is why the success of Repair the World is 
so inspiring. Since its inception in 2009, RTW has 
connected more than 25,000 Jewish young adults 
with Jewish learning-rooted service experiences in 
their urban communities. RTF’s signature program, 
Repair the World Communities, puts millennials 
to work in hard-hit urban neighborhoods, creating 
meaningful change through its partnerships with 
local nonprofits and Jewish organizations. In doing 
so, RTW gives millennials the chance to translate 
a passion for social justice into meaningful service 
intimately linked with Jewish heritage and values.

Repair the World seeks to build strong ties within 
each community, enabling volunteers to gain a new 
perspective on their own and nearby neighborhoods, 
and to understand, in particular, the sometimes rough 
effects of gentrification. In RTW’s unique Fellows 
program, young adult leaders live and serve together 
for a year, earn stipends, and, among other things, are 
tasked with reaching out to their peers and recruiting 
them for needed volunteer efforts in the community. 
In less than two years, 70 Fellows have engaged 
more than 10,000 volunteers in service; Fellows also 
facilitate Jewish and issue-based education programs, 
deepening trust, understanding and interdependence 
between the Jewish community and underserved 
neighborhoods. RTW uses what it learns locally for 
its national campaigns and training programs. (The 
organization has trained more than 250 educators, 
refining the standards of practice for Jewish service 
learning.) Its model—and motto—is “serving with, not 
for,” which recognizes the fundamental reciprocity 
of service: Everyone is a teacher, everyone is a 
learner, and, with quality service, everyone gains.

Making service a 
defining element of 
American Jewish life 
by enabling people 
to transform their 
neighborhoods, 
cities and lives 
through meaningful 
service experiences 
rooted in Jewish 
values, history 
and heritage.

contact
Elizabeth Fisher

email
liz.fisher@werepair.org

phone
646-695-2700, ext. 11

website
www.werepair.org

twitter
@repairtheworld

address
555 8th Avenue, Suite 1703 
New York, NY 10018

founded
2009

board chair(s)
Geoff Lieberthal

2015 expenses
$5,380,625

Repair the World 38



The Righteous Conversations Project fosters intimate 
relationships between high school students and an 
ever-shrinking population of Holocaust survivors. 
Through a variety of workshop collaborations, 
survivors pass down their memories of one of 
modern civilization’s most horrific human atrocities 
to students, who serve as the conduit of this never-
to-be-forgotten information to their generation and 
the ones that will follow. Students and survivors 
engage together in various activities, including 
challah baking and the sharing of meaningful objects, 
building purposeful friendships through conversation 
and the telling of stories. With the help of filmmaker- 
and artist-mentors, students preserve survivors’ 
personal testimonies in short films and public service 
announcements designed to highlight any number 
of social justice issues and human rights violations. 
The students then gift these cinematic projects to 
the organizations that best represent their topics. 

With the 100th anniversary of the Holocaust 
approaching in less than two decades, preserving 
these memories—in survivors’ own words and 
voices—is essential to future generations of Jews 
and all people. RC is part of that important effort, 
and each year the organization attracts more and 
more students. In 2014, 150 students representing 
some 20 different schools participated in six RC 
film workshops around Los Angeles and Orange 
County. The result was 21 PSAs and one award-
winning digital storytelling project. RC’s affiliation with 
the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust grants 
students exceptional access to the museum’s space 
and also provides opportunities for collaboration 
and partnerships. RC’s pilot digital storytelling film, 
Curt Lowens: A Life of Changes—the story of one 
man’s escape from Germany as a little boy and 
his later work with the resistance—won Best at 
Festival at the Malibu Teen and Harvard-Westlake 
film festivals, as well as Best Documentary at the 
Cineyouth Chicago International Film Festival.

A collaboration of 
Holocaust survivors 
and teens, inspired 

to build a better 
world through 

dialogue, social 
action and creative 

new-media projects.

contact
Rachel Fidler

email
rachel@lamoth.org

phone
323-456-5085

website
www.righteousconversations.org

twitter
@LAMOTH1961

address
100 South The Grove Drive

 Los Angeles, CA 90036

founded
2011

board chair(s)
Beth Kean

2015 expenses
$224,291

project of
Los Angeles Museum

of the Holocaust

parent org founded
1961

The Righteous 
Conversations Project39



Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council pushes 
art to the apex of Jewish life. Started more than 
20 years ago as a nudge for Minneapolis’s Jewish 
artists to step from the sidelines into the center of 
their community, Rimon has emerged as a model 
of how to bring both Jewish artists and their art 
into synagogues and other institutions. Rimon 
also helps Jewish artists feel supported by their 
community by providing career-building project 
and travel grants, and it bolsters teenage artists by 
creating a platform to show and share their work. 

Rimon has distributed grants of up to $3,000 to 
hundreds of artists of all disciplines, helping creators 
like Susan Stein bring her play about Holocaust 
victim Etty Hillesum to prisons throughout Minnesota. 
In 2015, besides expanding its teen art outreach 
programs, Rimon developed an artist-in-residence 
program at a Jewish elder-care facility. And its Artist 
Salon series was noted in the Jewish Daily Forward 
as “one of the leading series of events in the country.” 
Along with the rest of Rimon’s public forums and 
festivals, the salon is designed to connect artists with 
audiences, reaching into the non-Jewish community 
and spreading understanding of Jewish life.

Putting artists at 
the center of Jewish 
community life 
through high-impact 
collaborations, 
education, arts 
advocacy and 
creative alliances 
that build 
community in 
lasting ways.

contact
David Jordan Harris

email
rimon@sabesjcc.org

phone
952-381-3449

website
www.rimonMN.org

twitter
@mnjewisharts

address
Barry Family Campus
4330 South Cedar Lake Road 
Minneapolis, MN 55416

founded
1995

board chair(s)
Janet Kampf

2015 expenses
$101,991

project of
Minneapolis Jewish
Federation

parent org founded
1930

Rimon: The Minnesota 
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Sefaria is bringing the Talmud—not to mention 
the entire Jewish canon—to your iPhone.  Without 
exaggeration, Sefaria represents the future of 
Jewish education in every form. It’s an open, 
online, living library of Jewish texts—a veritable 
digital infrastructure of Jewish study, education and 
knowledge—as accessible on the subway as in the 
classroom, library or synagogue. And it’s not just easy 
to click into: With text in both Hebrew and English, 
it’s also easy to read, providing access to ancient 
Jewish texts free of charge to anyone at any time. 

In more formal Jewish study, Sefaria makes class 
preparations and study efficient by enabling users to 
discover connections between texts and build source 
sheets. Educators, scholars and students are able 
to take active roles in translating and commenting 
on texts, leading to vibrant online debates and 
discussions. Sefaria is also inspiring further innovation: 
Recently, two Cooper Union students launched 
BetaMidrash, an Android app that contains Sefaria’s 
complete library to date and allows users to study 
Torah on the go. Digitizing 3,000 years of Jewish 
tradition takes time. In 2013, Sefaria had fewer than 
5 million words of text and only 500 source sheets, 
and less than 15,000 people had visited its website. 
Today, Sefaria showcases 30 million words of text, 
10,000 source sheets and hosts more than 30,000 
visitors a month. By 2018, it expects to have digitized 
the entire canon in Hebrew, as well as key English 
translations, including the Talmud. Although several 
Jewish text websites exist, Seforia is the only one 
that permits interactive teaching and learning in both 
Hebrew and English, and at a price everyone can 
afford. Led by Jewish thinkers and educators across 
the U.S. and Israel, and fed by scholars around the 
world, Sefaria truly belongs to the global community.

Putting the 
Jewish canon 

online—in Hebrew 
and translation, 
interconnected, 

free and in the 
public domain— 

while creating the 
platform for the 
future of Jewish 

commentary and 
publishing in the 

digital era.

contact
Daniel Septimus

email
daniel@sefaria.org

phone
917-398-2542

website
www.sefaria.org

twitter
@sefariaproject

address
174 Hudson Street, 6th Floor

New York, NY 10013

founded
2013

board chair(s)
Joshua Foer

2015 expenses
$1,450,000

Sefaria41



The Silverlake Independent Jewish Community 
Center, a home for culture and ideas, provides a 
sense of belonging on the east side of Los Angeles, 
where there is otherwise little opportunity to connect 
with Jewish life. The SIJCC offers a family education 
center and community gathering space based in 
Jewish values and tradition that welcomes people 
of all backgrounds. Since the SIJCC became an 
independent organization in 2002, its leadership, 
made up primarily of thirtysomethings, has been 
laying the groundwork to develop a cultural 
epicenter on the east side of Los Angeles.

SIJCC is known widely for East Side Jews, which 
focuses on adult engagement, offering twists on 
traditions such as Last Sabbath, a roving supper club 
that takes over a different restaurant each month 
for a casual yet meaningful Shabbat dinner. Culture 
Lab is another cornerstone, bringing together small 
groups of artists nominated by the community to 
create and share new, collaborative works inspired by 
a Jewish theme. The Jewish Learning Center helps 
children explore identity and culture in an experiential 
environment, with optional Hebrew learning pods and 
a new bar and bat mitzvah track focused on what it 
means to come of age Jewishly in today’s society. 
Central to all of the programs and vision for SIJCC is 
the importance of community-driven content. At its 
core, SIJCC is a grassroots organization. The slate 
of signature programs and events, with a focus on 
staying local, has made SIJCC a touchstone for the 
neighborhood and a model for innovation in Jewish life. 

The leading 
center for Jewish 
education, arts 
and culture on Los 
Angeles’s east side.

contact
Shannon Rubenstone

email
shannon@sijcc.net

phone
323-663-2255

website
www.sijcc.net

twitter
@eastsidejews

address
1110 Bates Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90029

founded
2002

board chair(s)
Micah Fitzerman-Blue

2015 expenses
$1,753,963

Silverlake Independent 
Jewish Community Center 42



Sixth & I Historic Synagogue has a rich history, but 
it is its insistence on conducting, as its leadership 
puts it, a “modern discourse on an ancient religion” 
that makes it truly unique. A multidenominational 
and membership-free synagogue and center for 
arts and culture focused on engaging Jews in their 
20s and 30s, Sixth & I features authors, artists 
and celebrities in its programs. Through unique 
services, performances, classes, salon-style 
discussions and reimagined holiday celebrations, 
young professionals find a variety of entry points 
to enhance or kick-start their Jewish lives. 

From rotating Shabbat services to the six sets of 
prayer books it uses, Sixth & I demonstrates authentic 
pluralism, inviting participants to create their own 
framework for believing in and practicing Judaism. 
It’s also about creative community building with its 
6th in the City programs, which include a Jewish 
gospel choir, an annual weekend retreat and a 
kickball team. The fusion of Jewish traditions with 
an offbeat perspective also generates unexpected, 
one-of-a-kind events like Burning Mensch, a Lag 
b’Omer celebration that includes a spectacular 
bonfire. Then there’s Morning Edition, which invites 
participants to start the day with Jewish blessings 
of gratitude, followed by meditation and personal 
prayer. These programs have been so successful that 
Sixth & I now holds an annual two-day conference 
for leaders from other communities looking to inject 
energy and creativity into their own programs.

contact
Esther Safran Foer

email
efoer@sixthandi.org

phone
202-408-3100

website
www.sixthandi.org

twitter
@SixthandI

address
600 I Street, NW

Washington, DC 20001

founded
2004

board chair(s)
Shelton Zuckerman

Ronald Abramson

2015 expenses
$2,934,252

Sixth & I Historic 
Synagogue 43

A multi-
denominational and 

membership-free 
historic synagogue 
and center for arts 

and culture focused 
on engaging Jews 

in their 20s and 30s 
through impactful, 

entertaining and 
thought-provoking 

programs spanning 
Jewish and cultural 

traditions.

YEARS
5 +



SOJOURN: Southern Jewish Resource Network 
for Gender and Sexual Diversity makes it easier 
to be LGBTQ in the South. Although states below 
the Mason-Dixon Line are home to one-third of 
the nation’s LGBTQ population, that doesn’t mean 
they are welcoming or offer fair access to housing, 
congregational religion or public schools. In fact, it is 
legal in most Southern states to deny employment and 
other services simply because someone is lesbian, 
gay, bisexual or transgender. SOJOURN was created 
in 2001 as the Jewish response to the prejudice 
surrounding Atlanta’s LGBTQ community. To this 
day, it is the only faith-based advocacy organization 
that ventures into small rural towns, where LGBTQ’s 
are commonly deemed sinners, and trains mental 
health professionals and school officials in LGBTQ-
specific suicide prevention. The organization was 
instrumental in compelling Georgia to shelve its 
“religious liberty” bill, which would have made the 
LGBTQ population even more vulnerable to vilification.

Public Christianity is a way of life in the South, 
rendering inclusion methods that work in the Northeast 
or on the West Coast useless. Thus, being different can 
be painful, which is one reason SOJOURN’s suicide 
prevention efforts (funded by Georgia’s Department of 
Behavioral Health) have grown to be larger than any 
other Jewish LGBTQ agency in the nation. SOJOURN 
also provides safe-space training workshops to 
synagogues, day schools, summer camps and 
community organizations to train staff, guide families 
and raise awareness. In addition, the organization hosts 
monthly Shabbat dinners, parent discussion groups 
and participates in Atlanta’s Pride parade. During the 
2014–2015 program year, SOJOURN engaged nearly 
2,500 people across the Southeast in various activities 
and programming. And in the first half of the 2015–2016 
program year, it nearly surpassed that number, clearly 
showing the need for increasing sensitivity to LGBTQ 
Jews who make their home in this part of the country. 

Promoting increased 
understanding and 
acceptance for 
people across the 
entire spectrum of 
gender and sexual 
orientation through 
outreach, education 
and advocacy, 
inspired by Jewish 
and universal ethics 
and ideals.

contact
Robbie Medwed

email
robbie@sojourngsd.org

phone
404-519-4419

website
www.sojourngsd.org

twitter
@sojourngsd

address
1530 Dekalb Avenue, Suite A
Atlanta, GA 30307

founded
2013 

board chair(s)
Leanne Rubenstein

2015 expenses
$150,000

SOJOURN: Southern 
Jewish Resource Network 
for Gender and Sexual 
Diversity 44



Historically, the Talmud and the experience of learning 
it have been reserved for a minority of the Jewish 
population: male, straight, observant, from a certain 
community that worships G-d in a particular way—
requirements that exclude 95 percent of Jews. That 
excluded majority are the Jews that SVARA aims to 
reach. A “traditionally radical yeshiva dedicated to the 
serious study of Talmud and committed to the queer 
experience,” SVARA deliberately cultivates diversity 
as well as rigorous learning, whatever a student’s level 
of Hebrew. Just as important, SVARA maintains that 
queer Jews have something unique—and essential—to 
teach everyone about what it means to be Jewish.

The cornerstone of SVARA is its Talmud classes, given 
once-weekly for teens, twice-weekly for adults—in 
partnership with other Chicago Jewish organizations 
such as Mishkan and AVODAH—as well as one-off 
“taste of” Talmud nights and a weeklong intensive 
summer retreat. SVARA bills itself as the only “queer-
positive, lefty, feminist…space where people can learn 
Talmud in the original, serious, rigorous way.” Attracting 
the best and the brightest, beginners and advanced 
scholars, it creates an environment where Jews can 
learn in a spiritual way, as it motivates them to become 
leaders. Indeed, so many SVARA-niks have gone on 
to rabbinical school that the director of admissions at 
Hebrew Union College flew to Chicago to observe the 
classes. By giving its students a demanding, spiritually 
satisfying experience that empowers outsiders to be 
players, SVARA is broadening the definition of what 
it means to be Jewish—and a Talmudic scholar.

A traditionally 
radical yeshiva 

dedicated to the 
serious study 

of Talmud and 
committed to the 

queer experience.

contact
Rabbi Benay Lappe

email
benay@svara.org

phone
847-644-1889

website
www.svara.org

twitter
@SVARA_Yeshiva

address
P.O. Box 529

Evanston, IL 60204

founded
2003

board chair(s)
Rabbi Benay Lappe

2015 expenses
$340,000

SVARA: A Traditionally 
Radical Yeshiva45TIMER
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TAMID is designed for college students who want to 
reach into the heart of what all agree is Israel’s greatest 
global commodity: its start-up culture. Created eight 
years ago at the University of Michigan, TAMID now 
has 29 chapters and has provided 80 students with 
eight-week on-site internships at some of Israel’s most 
compelling and successful start-ups. TAMID sidesteps 
increasing anti-Israeli sentiment on campus by focusing 
solely on business and professional development, 
thus capitalizing on Israel’s unequivocally positive 
high-tech reputation. TAMID participants are less 
interested in engaging in the Israeli-Arab conflict or 
attending falafel parties than in joining Israeli business 
consulting and investment clubs, and securing 
internships that will give them an advantage later 
when they are ready to work in the high-tech industry 
there. By establishing strong relationships with Israel’s 
business community, TAMID’s alumni establish a 
strong relationship with Israel independent of politics.

TAMID has four program branches, each designed 
to help college students build professional skills as 
they immerse themselves in Israeli culture. Their first 
semester teaches business skills and fundamentals 
of Israel’s economy. The next semester and those 
that follow find students collaborating on consulting 
teams that work on projects for Israeli-based start-
ups. Alternatively, students can compete in a national 
competition of simulated investment in Israel-related 
securities. Finally, students apply for the coveted 
eight-week internship, during which they work full 
time for Israeli start-ups or multinational companies 
with a strong Israeli presence. Meanwhile, students 
fill the ranks of each chapter’s leadership team. 
Between a rich on-campus program and vast 
leadership opportunities, TAMID prepares the next 
generation of business and philanthropic learners to 
engage meaningfully, and sustainably, with Israel. 

Providing a unique 
program connecting 
undergraduate 
students to Israel 
through professional 
skills development 
and hands-on 
interaction with the 
Israeli economy.

contact
Yoni Heilman

email
yoni@tamidgroup.org

phone
410-774-5811

website
www.tamidgroup.org

twitter
@tamidgroup

address
P.O. Box 34640
Washington, DC, 20043

founded
2008

board chair(s)
Max Heller

2015 expenses
$875,000

TAMID Group 46



Tarbuton offers San Diego Jews affordable Jewish 
and Israeli culture by their own design. Utilizing public 
space, Tarbuton offers fee-for-service immersion 
in Jewish culture with its vast menu of à la carte 
offerings. Activities touch every age and include 
outdoor playgroups, Hebrew story times, modern 
Hebrew classes for preschool through high school, 
a teen Israeli dance troupe and an online San 
Diego/Israel internship program for teens. Adults 
enjoy Israeli-cooking classes, film and literature 
groups and a host of holiday celebrations, often 
presented in modern Hebrew. Programs offered 
at public schools as after-school enrichment—or 
the subsidized shuttle bus that transports children 
to these classes and others off-site—have been 
especially helpful to working parents who want a 
Jewish experience for their children but can’t find the 
time, or money, to provide one. And young people 
uneasy with the rigid tradition of bar and bat mitzvah 
embrace Tarbuton’s alternative path, which focuses 
on cultural learning rather than religious texts. 

In 2015, Tarbuton introduced the San Diego Israel 
Collaborative, a program that helps welcome and 
settle recently arrived Israelis studying at local San 
Diego universities. Tarbuton also actively recruits 
expat Israelis for its cultural and language programs, 
making them more authentic. Tarbuton’s sensitivity 
to the changing landscape of Jewish priorities has 
helped it gain recognition in San Diego’s Jewish 
community, where, in 2015, after-school enrollment 
in the Hebrew language charter school enjoyed 
exponential growth. Now 2,000 strong, Tarbuton 
doesn’t require membership, only the desire to learn. 

Creating new entry 
points into the 

Jewish community 
for local Jews and 

Israelis through 
Israeli cultural, 

nondenominational 
youth and adult 

Jewish programs.

contact
Jennie Starr

email
jennie@tarbuton.org

phone
858-201-6094, ext. 3

website
www.tarbuton.org

twitter
@tarbuton

address
441 Saxony Road, Barn 2

Encinitas, CA 92024

founded
2006

board chair(s)
Jennie Starr

2015 expenses
$190,000

Tarbuton47



Urban Adamah—Hebrew for earth—is an educational 
farm and thriving community center in the middle of the 
city of Berkeley, California. Started five years ago by 
Adam Berman, former head of the Adamah Fellowship 
at the Isabella Retreat Center in Connecticut, it’s 
the first farm to integrate the practices of Jewish 
tradition, sustainable agriculture, mindfulness and 
social action. Aimed at Jews of all denominations and 
affiliations, ages and backgrounds, Urban Adamah 
builds loving, just and sustainable communities.

The core program of the farm is the Urban Adamah 
Fellowship, a three-month residential leadership 
program for adults ages 21 to 31 that combines 
urban organic farming, mindfulness practice, social 
justice training and progressive Jewish learning and 
living. Participants go on to work in environmental 
education and policy, sustainable agriculture, 
community organizing, Jewish education and social 
entrepreneurship. The impact of Urban Adamah 
reaches far beyond the fellowship, however. The 
farm has quickly evolved into a thriving Jewish 
community center. Urban Adamah hosts celebrations 
for most Jewish holidays, workshops, a unique 
Shabbat service, Havdalah dance parties and a 
monthly gathering for women and girls. True to its 
heavy focus on social justice, Urban Adamah is 
also a wonderful neighbor, donating all of its crops 
to the local community through food banks and its 
Free Farmstand. As this organization grows, it has 
plans to move to a new space while deepening its 
partnerships in Berkeley and around the country.

Reviving Jewish 
agricultural 
traditions in the 
heart of the city 
with the first urban 
Jewish community 
farm and education 
center in the 
country.

contact
Adam Berman

email
adam@urbanadamah.org

phone
510-649-1595

website
www.urbanadamah.org

twitter
@urbanadamah

address
1050 Parker Street
Berkeley, CA 94609

founded
2010

board chair(s)
Gale Mondry

2015 expenses
$991,775

Urban Adamah 48



Imagine celebrating Passover dinner in the middle 
of the desert, Sukkot on a farm and Tu B’Shvat 
among the mighty redwoods. Such immersive, 
multigenerational and multiday festivities are the 
cornerstone of Wilderness Torah, a nature-based 
program that engages Jews through the earth that 
sustains them. Since 2007, WT has hosted more 
than 6,000 participants from around the U.S. in its 
“village building” and “natural learning” models. A 
2014 study by Jewish Outdoor, Food & Education 
(JOFEE) revealed that 80 percent of WT participants 
had not been particularly involved in Judaism before 
their WT experience. Said one festivalgoer, “This is 
the Judaism I’ve been looking for for 20 years.” 

WT’s innovative pilgrimage festivals join nature-centric 
Judaic teachings with personal empowerment and 
leadership development. Learning happens through 
group collaborations, multigenerational mentorships and 
engagement in a community built (quite literally) from 
the ground up. WT’s reach spans 28 states and seven 
countries and represents Jews of every denomination 
and age (and a generous number of interfaith families). 
People join WT retreats not just to experience them, 
but to bring their ideals and practices back to their 
own communities. From Passover celebrations in the 
California wilderness to B’hootz, a “Sunday School in 
the Woods” for K through 5, to B’naiture, a program for 
b’nai mitzvah–aged teens, WT’s program is the only one 
of its kind to combine Jewish learning, nature, rites-of-
passage work and mentorship. In 2016, WT will launch 
its Wilderness Torah Training Institute, a national “train 
the trainers” program that will expand WT’s unique 
approach and curricula. Nearly all participants in WT 
report that their experiences leave them wanting to 
connect more deeply to Jewish life, proof that interest in 
Judaism is not withering; it simply needs to be nurtured. 

Reconnecting 
Jewish traditions 

and education to the 
land and creating 
a groundbreaking 

entry point into 
vibrant, post-

denominational 
Jewish community 

for thousands of 
participants of all 

backgrounds.

contact
Zelig Golden

email
zelig@wildernesstorah.org

phone
510-926-4648

website
www.wildernesstorah.org

twitter
@wildtorah

address
2095 Rose Street, Suite 202, 

Berkeley, CA 94709

founded
2009

board chair(s)
Adam Weisberg

2015 expenses
$600,000

Wilderness Torah49YEARS
5 +



If Seinfeld had been filmed in Yiddish, it would look 
a lot like YidLife Crisis, a comedic social media Web 
series that adapts Old World Yiddish and shtetl culture 
to modern-day life. Its two stars, Jamie Elman and 
Yidlife Crisis’s executive director, Eli Batalion, play out 
the struggle of adapting to what can sometimes feel 
like antiquated Jewish traditions in today’s modern, 
pluralistic society. Speaking in the Yiddish of their 
grandparents, Elman’s Chaime and Batalion’s Leizer 
nosh, kibbitz and gesticulate their way through diners, 
restaurants and parks in their hometown of Montreal, 
addressing such hot-button topics as mixing meat 
with dairy, eating on Yom Kippur, women, sex and 
circumcision. The brilliance is not just in their quick-
witted repartee, but in their complete irreverence for 
everything sacred. If you’re concerned you won’t 
understand what they are saying, don’t worry—
few people do. That’s what the subtitles are for!

Some say Yiddish is a dying language. And for secular 
Jews, many of Judaism’s more traditional tenets, 
practices and rituals can feel irrelevant to contemporary 
life. YidLife Crisis is helping to revive both the language 
and certain aspects of Jewish culture by bringing them 
to the small, palm-held screen, where young adult 
eyes are perpetually fixed. YidLife Crisis supplements 
its Internet presence with live shows—so far in 
Montreal, Los Angeles and Jerusalem—to engage its 
wide online audience in real time. In its two-year life 
span, YidLife Crisis has become a teaching tool for 
Yiddish education in some schools and is linked on 
many Jewish and non-Jewish websites and social 
media sites. This is YidLife Crisis’s first inclusion in 
the Slingshot Guide. Although still small and relatively 
unknown, it bears the potential to reach millions 
of Jews and non-Jews worldwide, breaking down 
barriers while helping to preserve one of the most 
animated of Old World tongues. Writes one YouTube 
fan: “I don’t think that it’s overstating things to call 
YidLife Crisis the most important thing to happen 
to the Yiddish language since the end of WW II.” 
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Advocacy
SOJOURN: Southern Jewish Resource Network for 
   Gender and Sexual Diversity

Arts & Culture
Art Kibbutz 
Asylum Arts
Atlanta Jewish Music Festival
The Contemporary Jewish Museum
Custom & Craft
Lab/Shul
Reboot
Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council
Silverlake Independent Jewish Community Center
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue 
Tarbuton
YidLife Crisis

Children
Jewish Kids Groups
PJ Library

Coexistence
Encounter
Extend

Community Building
Challah for Hunger
The Contemporary Jewish Museum
Footsteps
Hazon
IKAR
ImmerseNYC
JCC Charm City Tribe
The Kavana Cooperative 
KESHET
Moishe House
NewGround: A Muslim-Jewish Partnership for Change
OneTable
Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council
Silverlake Independent Jewish Community Center
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue
Wilderness Torah

Disabilities
The Altamont Bakery 
JCHAI Transitions
Keshet: A Rainbow of Hope for Individuals with Special 
   Needs
Matan

Environment
Hazon
Pearlstone Center
Urban Adamah

Family
G-dcast
JCHAI Transitions
JScreen
PJ Library

Gender
Created Equal: A Research and Educational Project on 
   Men, Women and the Ethics of Shared Leadership
Moving Traditions

GLBTQ
A Wider Bridge
KESHET



SOJOURN: Southern Jewish Resource Network for 
   Gender and Sexual Diversity
SVARA: A Traditionally Radical Yeshiva

Health
JScreen
Netiya

Holocaust
The Righteous Conversations Project

Interfaith
Jewish Kids Groups
Netiya
NewGround: A Muslim-Jewish Partnership for Change

Israel
A Wider Bridge
Encounter
TAMID Group
Tarbuton

Jewish Education
2239
The Contemporary Jewish Museum
Created Equal: A Research and Educational Project on 
   Men, Women and the Ethics of Shared Leadership
G-dcast
Hazon
JCC Charm City Tribe
Jewish Kids Groups
The Kavana Cooperative 
KESHET
Lookstein Virtual Jewish Academy
Matan
Moving Traditions
Pearlstone Center
Reboot
Repair the World
Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council
Sefaria
Silverlake Independent Jewish Community Center
SOJOURN: Southern Jewish Resource Network for 
   Gender and Sexual Diversity
SVARA: A Traditionally Radical Yeshiva
Tarbuton
Urban Adamah
Wilderness Torah
YidLife Crisis

Leadership Development
A Wider Bridge
Asylum Arts
Encounter
Mishkan Chicago
Moishe House
NewGround: A Muslim-Jewish Partnership for Change
SVARA: A Traditionally Radical Yeshiva
Urban Adamah
Wilderness Torah

Media & Technology
G-dcast
Custom & Craft
Sefaria
The Righteous Conversations Project

Outreach & Engagement
2239
Custom & Craft

JCC Charm City Tribe
Jewish Mindfulness Center of Washington at Adas Israel
JScreen
Mishkan Chicago
Moishe House
OneTable
PJ Library
Reboot
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue 
YidLife Crisis

Philanthropy
Challah for Hunger

Poverty
The Altamont Bakery

Professional Development
Asylum Arts
Created Equal: A Research and Educational Project on 
   Men, Women and the Ethics of Shared Leadership
Matan
Moving Traditions
TAMID Group

Ritual
ImmerseNYC
Jewish Mindfulness Center of Washington at Adas Israel
Lab/Shul
OneTable

Service & Volunteerism
Repair the World

Social Justice
2239
Repair the World

Social Services
Footsteps
JCHAI Transitions

Spirituality
IKAR
ImmerseNYC
Jewish Mindfulness Center of Washington at Adas Israel
The Kavana Cooperative
Lab/Shul
Mishkan Chicago
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20s & 30s
2239
A Wider Bridge
Asylum Arts
Atlanta Jewish Music Festival 
Challah for Hunger
The Contemporary Jewish Museum
Extend
Footsteps
G-dcast
Custom & Craft
Hazon
IKAR
JCC Charm City Tribe
JCHAI Transitions
Jewish Mindfulness Center of Washington at Adas Israel
JScreen
Mishkan Chicago
Moishe House
NewGround: A Muslim-Jewish Partnership for Change
OneTable
Pearlstone Center
Reboot
Repair the World
Silverlake Independent Jewish Community Center
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue
SVARA: A Traditionally Radical Yeshiva
Urban Adamah
Wilderness Torah
YidLife Crisis

Adults
The Altamont Bakery
Created Equal: A Research and Educational Project on 
   Men, Women and the Ethics of Shared Leadership
Encounter
Footsteps
Hazon
IKAR
ImmerseNYC
Jewish Mindfulness Center of Washington at Adas Israel
The Kavana Cooperative 
Keshet: A Rainbow of Hope for Individuals with Special 
   Needs
Lab/Shul
NewGround: A Muslim-Jewish Partnership for Change
Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council
Sefaria
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue
SVARA: A Traditionally Radical Yeshiva
Tarbuton
Urban Adamah
Wilderness Torah

Baby Boomers
YidLife Crisis

Children
IKAR
ImmerseNYC
Jewish Kids Groups
The Kavana Cooperative 
Keshet: A Rainbow of Hope for Individuals with Special 
   Needs
Lookstein Virtual Jewish Academy
Pearlstone Center
PJ Library
Urban Adamah
Wilderness Torah



College Students
Challah for Hunger
Extend
IKAR
Reboot
Repair the World
The Righteous Conversations Project 
TAMID

Disabilities
The Altamont Bakery 
JCHAI Transitions
Keshet: A Rainbow of Hope for Individuals with Special 
   Needs
Matan

Educators
Created Equal: A Research and Educational Project on 
   Men, Women and the Ethics of Shared Leadership
Encounter
G-dcast
IKAR
KESHET
Matan
Moving Traditions
Sefaria
SOJOURN: Southern Jewish Resource Network for 
   Gender and Sexual Diversity

Elderly
IKAR
The Righteous Conversations Project

Families
The Contemporary Jewish Museum 
Footsteps
Hazon
IKAR
Jewish Kids Groups
Jewish Mindfulness Center of Washington at Adas Israel
JScreen
The Kavana Cooperative 
KESHET
Lab/Shul
Lookstein Virtual Jewish Academy
Netiya
Pearlstone Center
PJ Library
Silverlake Independent Jewish Community Center
Tarbuton

GLBTQ
A Wider Bridge
IKAR
KESHET
Lab/Shul
Mishkan Chicago
SOJOURN: Southern Jewish Resource Network for 
   Gender and Sexual Diversity
SVARA: A Traditionally Radical Yeshiva

Interfaith
Custom & Craft
IKAR
Jewish Kids Groups
JScreen
Lab/Shul
Mishkan Chicago
Netiya
Silverlake Independent Jewish Community Center

Sixth & I Historic Synagogue 
SOJOURN: Southern Jewish Resource Network for 
   Gender and Sexual Diversity

Jewish Professionals
Created Equal: A Research and Educational Project on 
   Men, Women and the Ethics of Shared Leadership
Encounter
IKAR
Matan
Repair the World
Tarbuton

Multiethnic
A Wider Bridge
Custom & Craft
IKAR
YidLife Crisis

Russian-Speaking Jews
PJ Library

Teens
The Contemporary Jewish Museum 
Moving Traditions
NewGround: A Muslim-Jewish Partnership for Change
The Righteous Conversations Project 
Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council

Unaffiliated Jews
Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council

Women & Girls
Challah for Hunger
ImmerseNYC
Moving Traditions
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The Altamont Bakery 
Art Kibbutz 
Extend
JCC Charm City Tribe
Jewish Mindfulness Center of Washington at Adas Israel

$100,001 — $200,000
2239
Atlanta Jewish Music Festival 
Created Equal: A Research and Educational Project on 
   Men, Women and the Ethics of Shared Leadership
Custom & Craft
ImmerseNYC
Netiya
Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council
SOJOURN: Southern Jewish Resource Network for 
   Gender and Sexual Diversity
YidLife Crisis

$200,001 — $500,000
A Wider Bridge
Challah for Hunger
JCHAI Transitions
The Kavana Cooperative 
Matan
NewGround: A Muslim-Jewish Partnership for Change
The Righteous Conversations Project 
SVARA: A Traditionally Radical Yeshiva
Tarbuton

$500,001 — $1,000,000
Asylum Arts
Encounter
Jewish Kids Groups
Lab/Shul
Lookstein Virtual Jewish Academy
Mishkan Chicago
TAMID
Urban Adamah
Wilderness Torah

$1,000,001 — $3,000,000
Footsteps
G-dcast
JScreen
Moving Traditions
OneTable
Reboot
Sefaria
Silverlake Independent Jewish Community Center
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue

$3,000,001 +
The Contemporary Jewish Museum 
Hazon
IKAR
KESHET
Keshet: A Rainbow of Hope for Individuals with Special 
   Needs
Moishe House
Pearlstone Center
PJ Library
Repair the World
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5 Organization or Project 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016

2239 X

A Wider Bridge X X X X

Abraham’s Vision X

ACCESS: AJC’s New Generation Program X X X

Advancing Women Professionals and the Jewish Community X X X X X X X X X

Adventure Rabbi X

Altamont Bakery, The X X

American Jewish Committee’s Fellowship In International And Domestic Affairs X

American Jewish World Service X X X X X

Amir X X X

An Ethical Start X X

Art Kibbutz X

Ask Big Questions, Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life X X

Asylum Arts X X

Atlanta Jewish Music Festival (AJMF) X

Avoda Arts X X

AVODAH: The Jewish Service Corps X X X X  

Ayecha Jewish Diversity Resources X X

B’NAI Tzedek X

BBYO (Panim Institute, Stand UP) X X X X X

Be’chol Lashon X X X X

Beit T'Shuvah: Youth Services X

Bend the Arc (formerly Jewish Funds for Justice) X X X X X X X X X X

Berkshire Institute for Music and Arts  X

Beth Israel of North America X

Bible Raps X X X

Big Tent Judaism (Formerly Jewish Outreach Institute) X X X X

BIMA X

Birthright Israel X X X X

Brandeis University’s Office of High School Programs X

Bronfman Youth Fellowships Alumni Venture Fund, The X X

Brooklyn Jews X

Canfei Nesharim X X

Center Without Walls X X

Centropa X X

Challah for Hunger X X X X X

City Harvest's Kosher Initiative X X

CommunityNEXT X

Congregation Beth Simchat Torah X X
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City Harvest's Kosher Initiative X X
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Organization or Project 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016

Contemporary Jewish Museum, The X

Council Of Jewish Émigré Community Organizations X X X X

Created Equal: A Research and Educational Project on  
Men, Women and the Ethics of Shared Leadership X

Curriculum Initiative, The X X X

David Project, The X X

Dawn X X

Diarna: Mapping Mizrahi Heritage X X

Downtown Arts Development X

Drisha Institute X X X

Eden Village Camp X X X X

El Centro de Estudios Judios X

Encounter X X X X X X X X X

Eshel X

Etgar36 X

Extend X

Facing History and Ourselves X

Footsteps X X X X X X X X

Foreclosure Prevention/Jewish Community Action X X

Foundation for Jewish Camping X X X

Foundation for Jewish Culture X X

Four Seasons Project X X

G-dcast X X X X X X

Gan Chaim X

Gateways: Access to Jewish Education X X X X X X X X

Genesis at Brandeis University X

Gift of Life Bone Marrow Foundation X X

GLOE: Kurlander Program for GLBT Outreach & Engagement X X

Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern Jewish Life X X X X X X X X X

Grinspoon Inst. For Jewish Philanthropy X

Haggadot.com / Custom & Craft X X X X X

Halachic Organ Donor Society X

Havurah at Camp Tel Yehudah X X

Hazon X X X X X X X X X X X

Hebrew SeniorLife Chaplaincy Institute X X X

Heeb Magazine X X

HEKDESH X X

Hidden Sparks X X X X

Hillel’s Campus Entrepreneur & Senior Jewish Educator Initiative X X

Hineini X
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Organization or Project 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016

Hub at the JCCSF, The X X

iCenter, The X

IKAR X X X X X X X X X X X

ImmerseNYC X

Innovation: Africa (Jewish Heart for Africa) X X X X X

Institute for Curriculum Services X X X

Institute for Jewish Spirituality X X X X

Inter-Agency Task Force on Israeli Arab Issues X X

Interfaithfamily.Com X X X X X X X X X X

Isabella Freedman X X X

Israel21C X

J-Teen Leadership X

J’Burgh X X X

JCC Charm City Tribe X

JCC Manhattan X

JCHAI at Home/Transitions X X

Jconnect Seattle X

JDub X X X X X X

Jewcology X

Jewcy X

Jewish Book Council X X X

Jewish Coalition for Service X X

Jewish Council on Urban Affairs X X

Jewish Disaster Response Corps X

Jewish Education Project, The X X

Jewish Farm School X X X

Jewish Genetic Disease Consortium X

Jewish Journey Project, The X

Jewish Kids Groups X X

Jewish Learning Venture X X

Jewish Meditation Center of Brooklyn X X X

Jewish Milestones X X X X X X

Jewish Mindfulness Center of Washington at Adas Israel X X

Jewish Mosaic X X

Jewish New Teacher Project X X

Jewish Organizing Initiative X

JOFA: Jewish Orthodox Feminist Alliance X X X X  

Jewish Partisan Educational Foundation X X X X X X X

Jewish Renaissance Project at Penn Hillel X
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Organization or Project 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016

Jewish Rock Radio X

Jewish Salon, The X

Jewish Student Connection X

Jewish Student Press Service and New Voices X X

Jewish Teen Funders Network X

Jewish Television Network X

Jewish Without Walls (JWOW) X X

Jewish Women Watching X

Jewish Women's Archive X X X X

Jewish World Watch X X X X

Jewish Youth Philanthropy Institute X

Jewlicious X

Jews for Racial & Economic Justice X X X

Jews United for Justice X

JLens Investor Network X

JOIN for Justice X X

JScreen X X

Judaism Your Way X

Just Vision X X X

Kavana Cooperative, The X X X X X X X

Kavod v'Nichum X

Kehillah Partnership, The X

KESHET  X X X X X X X X X

Keshet: A Rainbow of Hope for Individuals with Special Needs X

Kevah X X X

Kitchen, The X X

Kivunim X X

LABA: A Laboratory for Jewish Culture X

LE MOOD X

Lilith X

Limmud NY X X X X

Lookstein Virtual Jewish Academy X

Luria Academy of Brooklyn X

Ma’yan: The Jewish Women’s Project Of JCC Manhattan X

Makom X

Makom (Dallas) X

Matan X X X X X X X

Mayyim Hayyim Living Waters Community Mikveh and Education Center X X X X X X X X X X  

MazelTot.org: An initiative of Rose Community Foundation X X X
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Organization or Project 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016

Mazon X X X

Mechon Hadar X X X X X X X X X

Miracle Project Judaica, The X

Mishkan Chicago X X X

Modiya X

Moishe House X X X X X X X X

Mosaic X

Moving Traditions X X X X X X X X X X

MyJewishLearning, Inc. (and Kveller.com) X X X X X X

Nehirim: GLBT Jewish Culture and Spirituality X X X

Netiya X

NewGround: A Muslim-Jewish Partnership for Change X X X

Newish Jewish Catalogue: A Guide for Co-Creators of Jewish Life X

Nextbook X X

OneTable X

Online Jewish Academy X

Opening the Doors X

Or Tzedek: Teen Institute for Social Justice X

Organization for the Resolution of Agunot X

OurJewishCommunity.org X X X X

Outside the Box X

Pearlstone Conference & Retreat Center (Kayam Farm) X X X X X

PJ Library X X

PresenTense X X X

Professional Leaders Project X

Progressive Jewish Alliance X X X X

Project Chessed X X X X

Rabbis Without Borders X X

Ramah Service Corps, The X X

Ramah Tikvah Network X

RAVSAK X

Reboot X X X X X X X X X X

Repair the World X X

RespectAbilityUSA X

Righteous Conversations Project, The X X

Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council X X X X

Ritualwell X

Rockwood Leadership Program X

Rose Youth Foundation: An Initiative of Rose Community Foundation X X
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Organization or Project 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016

San Francisco Film Festival X

Seeds of Peace X X

Seeking Common Ground X X X

Sefaria X X

Selah Collaborative Leadership Program X X X X

Shabbat Tent X

Shalom Hartman Institute of North America & iEngage X X

Shalom Sesame/Sesame Workshop X

Sharsheret: Your Jewish Community Facing Breast Cancer X X X X X X X X X X  

Shoresh Jewish Environmental Programs, Bela Farm, Kavanah Garden X X X

Silverlake Independent Jewish Community Center X X

Six Points Fellowship X X X X X

Sixth & I Historic Synagogue X X X X X X X X

Skirball Center for Adult Jewish Learning X

SOJOURN: Southern Jewish Resource Network for Gender and Sexual Diversity X X

Sol Goldman 14th Street YM-YWHA of the Educational Alliance X X

Storahtelling; Storahtelling: Lab/Shul X X X X X X X

Sunflower Bakery X

SVARA: A Traditionally Radical Yeshiva X X

Talking Streets X

TAMID Group X X

Tarbuton X X X

Teva Learning Alliance X

The Tribe X

The Tribe (Miami) X X

TI Fellowship X

TORCH X

T’ruah (Rabbis for Human Rights-North America) X X X  

The Union of Progressive Zionists (merged with J Street) X

Urban Adamah X X X X

Uri L’Tzedek X X X X X

Wilderness Torah X X X X X

Wise Aging: A project of the Institute for Jewish Spirituality X X

Women’s Jewish Learning Center, The X

Yeshivat Maharat X X  

Yiddish Book Center (National Yiddish Book Center) X X X

Yiddishkayt LA X X

YidLife Crisis X
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Organization or Project 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2016

San Francisco Film Festival X

Seeds of Peace X X

Seeking Common Ground X X X

Sefaria X X

Selah Collaborative Leadership Program X X X X

Shabbat Tent X

Shalom Hartman Institute of North America & iEngage X X

Shalom Sesame/Sesame Workshop X

Sharsheret: Your Jewish Community Facing Breast Cancer X X X X X X X X X X  

Shoresh Jewish Environmental Programs, Bela Farm, Kavanah Garden X X X

Silverlake Independent Jewish Community Center X X

Six Points Fellowship X X X X X

Sixth & I Historic Synagogue X X X X X X X X

Skirball Center for Adult Jewish Learning X

SOJOURN: Southern Jewish Resource Network for Gender and Sexual Diversity X X

Sol Goldman 14th Street YM-YWHA of the Educational Alliance X X

Storahtelling; Storahtelling: Lab/Shul X X X X X X X

Sunflower Bakery X

SVARA: A Traditionally Radical Yeshiva X X

Talking Streets X

TAMID Group X X

Tarbuton X X X

Teva Learning Alliance X

The Tribe X

The Tribe (Miami) X X

TI Fellowship X

TORCH X

T’ruah (Rabbis for Human Rights-North America) X X X  

The Union of Progressive Zionists (merged with J Street) X

Urban Adamah X X X X

Uri L’Tzedek X X X X X

Wilderness Torah X X X X X

Wise Aging: A project of the Institute for Jewish Spirituality X X

Women’s Jewish Learning Center, The X

Yeshivat Maharat X X  

Yiddish Book Center (National Yiddish Book Center) X X X

Yiddishkayt LA X X

YidLife Crisis X



Special thanks to the 50 organizations profiled in this 
guide and to the hundreds of exciting projects that 
applied for inclusion in Slingshot ’16. We are privileged 
to consider you our colleagues and are inspired by 
your devotion to ensuring that the North American 
Jewish community continues to thrive. Thank you to 
the next-generation members of the Slingshot Fund, 
who spent many months engaged in a collective giving 
process to support innovative Jewish organizations. 
These members have provided the original inspiration 
for this guide and continually drive its production. 
Our gratitude also goes to the panel of professional 
evaluators who selected the organizations featured 
in Slingshot. Without them, this guide would not 
exist. Thank you to all of our funders, families and 
friends who help to make Slingshot possible.
 
Thank you to the team at the Andrea and Charles 
Bronfman Philanthropies and 21/64, including Charles 
Bronfman, Jeff Solomon, John Hoover, Sharna 
Goldseker and Barbara Taylor for their ongoing in-
kind support of Slingshot. Thank you to the team 
who has helped build the guide, including Hilary 
Schumer, Becca Flyer, writers Jennifer Wolff and 
Paula Derrow, editor Lynn Messina, graphic designer 
Laurie Fink and printer Scott Kaiser at Vanguard 
Direct. Thank you to our auditors, Mark Charendoff, 
Deena Fuchs, Coby Lerner and Rebecca Richards 
for assuring the transparency of our process.

Leadership
Slingshot is guided by a board of directors 
of next-generation Slingshot Fund investors, 
without whom Slingshot ’16, the Slingshot Fund 
and our annual community gathering, Slingshot 
Day, would not be possible. Their commitment 
to supporting innovation in Jewish life provides 
great hope for our collective future. 
 
Sarah Rueven – Chair
Daniel Raiffe – Executive Committee
Bethany Shiner – Executive Committee
Philip Silverman – Executive Committee
Aaron Bisman
Jonathan Horowitz
Coby Lerner 
Jonathan Raiffe
Ariella Lis Raviv
Rebecca Richards
Lana Volftsun 
Jenna Weinberg
Rachel Zamoiski
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Investors
Slingshot would like to thank the following 
investors, whose commitment to the next 
generation of Jewish life is expressed through 
support of Slingshot and the Slingshot Fund. 
We are grateful to each of you for your vision 
and support during the past 11 years. 

21/64
Sara R. Adland
The Adler Family
Matthew Adler
Rachel Adler
The Samuel I. Adler Family Supporting Foundation, Inc.  
Spike and Marita Anderson
Erica Roizen Belsky
Scott Belsky
Matan Ben-Aviv
Bendit Family Foundation
Emile Bendit Philanthropic Fund
Sarah Bendit
Jennifer Berg
Eddie Bergman
Ari Bildner
Elana Bildner
Robert and Elisa Bildner
BIMAH Foundation
Aaron Bisman
Lee Brodsky
The Muriel and Bert Brodsky Family Foundation
Andrea and Charles Bronfman Philanthropies
The Eric Brown Foundation, Inc.
Elyssa Caplan
Crown Family Philanthropies
Daniel Eckstein
Melissa Brown Eisenberg and Jason Eisenberg
Danielle Foreman
Emanuel J. Friedman Philanthropies
The Genesis Philanthropy Group
Jason Goldman
Dorian Goldman and Marvin Israelow
Joyce and Irving Goldman Family Foundation, Inc.
Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund
Matthew Goldman
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
Goldman-Sonnenfeldt Foundation
The Goldsmith Family Foundation
Josh Goldsmith
Dan Goodman
Nicole Grant
Lindsay Hendler
Amanda Hirsh

Fern Karesh Hurst
Jewish Communal Fund
Jewish Women’s Foundation of New York
Rita and Stanley Kaplan
The Rita J. and Stanley H. Kaplan Family Foundation
Rachel Klinghoffer
The Samuel Aba and Sisel Klurman Foundation, Inc.
Lori and Steven Klinghoffer Fund
The Koret Foundation
Marisa Lenger 
Lerner Family Foundation
Coby Lerner
Stephanie Lerner
The Levmar Foundation, Inc.
Lippman Kanfer Foundation for Living Torah
The Marcus Foundation
The Joseph and Harvey Meyerhoff Family Charitable Funds
The Jack Miller Family Foundation
Jack and Goldie Wolfe Miller Fund
The Morningstar Foundation
Dave Moss
Jane and Richard Moss
The Moss-Hopengarten Family
Pennsy Nadler
Olivia Ofer
Noah Rabinsky
Daniel Raiffe
Jonathan Raiffe
Ariella Lis Raviv
Rebecca Richards
Gedaliah and Anna Riesenberg 
Remy Roizen
The Roizen Family
Denise and Gary Rosenberg
Joe Rosenberg
Charlie Rubenstein
Sarah and Dan Rueven
Jessica W. Schaeppi
Asher Schlusselberg
The Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation
Bethany Shiner 
Sholk-Kaplan Family Philanthropic Fund
Ben Shuldiner 
Philip Silverman
Joya Sonnenfeldt
Mamie Kanfer Stewart and R. Justin Stewart
Ben Swig
Beth and Michael Swirnow
The Alvin and Fanny B. Thalheimer Foundation
Jos Thalheimer
Louis B. Thalheimer and Juliet A. Eurich
Karina Totah
Arielle Vogelstein



Atara Vogelstein
Aviva Vogelstein
Lana Volftsun
Margo Volftsun
Stephanie Volftsun
The Warren Family
Jenna Weinberg
Rachel Zamoiski
Anne and Henry Zarrow Foundation
Maxine and Jack Zarrow Family Foundation
Dan Zuckerman

Evaluators
Thank you to our wonderful team of evaluators 
who have helped to assemble Slingshot ’16. 
The evaluators who decide which organizations 
to feature in Slingshot devote at least some 
professional time to supporting innovative 
Jewish organizations. These evaluators have 
lent extraordinary analytical skills, sector 
expertise, and valuable time to assist in the near 
impossible task of choosing the most innovative 
projects in Jewish life. Their commitment 
ensures that Slingshot features organizations 
that inspire us all and play an important 
role in shaping the future of Jewish life.

Sara Adland
Dahlia Ben David
Dottie Bennett
Diane Bennett Eidman
Rebecca Berger
Debbie Berkowitz
Joelle Berman
Aaron Bisman
Caron Blau Rothstein
Joni Blinderman
Stephanie Blumenkranz
Daniel Bonner
Wendy Borodkin
Nir Buchler
Jay Chernikoff
Shelly Christensen 
Judy Cohen
Gali Cooks
Beth Cousens
Diane Cutler
Vicki Dansky
Andrea Deck
Adina Dubin Barkinskiy
Mark Edelson
Lisa Farber Miller
Nora Feinstein
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Carrie Fillipetti
Julie Finkelstein
Tanja Fischer Sarett
Jessica Fisher
Jackie Fishman
Ellen Flax
Sarah Follmer
Jessica Fox
Mindee Fredman
Simone Friedman
Deena Fuchs
Lisa Gerton
Robin Gofine
Phyllis Goldman
Marilyn Goldman
Steven Green
Felicia Herman
Jonathan Horowitz
Sarah Indyk
Rae Janvey
Sara Kalish
Stacy Katz
Tova Katz
Eitan Kensky
Jenny Kibrit Smith
Shawn Landres
Michelle Lebowits
Lisa Lepson
Rebecca Lieberman
Susan Lundy
Aliza Mazor
Alison McWilliams
Sabina Menschel
Scott Minkow
Romina Naparstek
Rebecca Neuwirth
Tracie Olcha
Naamah Paley
Stacey Popovsky
Reuben Posner
Amy Rabbino
Naomi Rabkin
Dana Raucher
Nathan Render
Rebecca Richards
Justin Rosen Smolen
Wendy Rosov
Lesley Said Matsa
Will Schneider
Alicia Schuyler Oberman
Julie Shaffer
Naomi Shank
Joy Sisisky

Daniel Sperling
Nancy Sternoff
Debbie Stillman
Tali Strom
Lana Volftsun
Ruthie Warshenbrot
Robin Weinberg
Dara Weinerman Steinberg
Sara Weinreb
Cyd Weissman
Pamela Wohl
Heather Wolfson
Jon Woocher
Rachel Zamoiski
Stefanie Zelkind
Shana Zionts
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n What is Slingshot?
The core of the idea that became Slingshot developed 
organically following a 2003 weekend retreat for a 
dozen young Jews who were preparing to become 
involved in their families’ philanthropic efforts. 
Participants wanted to learn how to navigate the 
alphabet soup of the Jewish community and sort 
out which organizations resonated for themselves 
and their peers. Slingshot: A Resource Guide to 
Jewish Innovation was launched shortly after as 
a Zagat-style guidebook to highlight the most 
innovative nonprofits in North America each year.

What is the Slingshot Fund? 
Since 2007, the next-generation funders responsible 
for Slingshot have taken their concept a step further 
by supporting innovative Jewish organizations 
through the Slingshot Fund. In conjunction with 
their peers, Slingshot Fund members pool their 
funds, review proposals, conduct site visits and 
make allocation decisions. Being part of the 
Slingshot Fund offers members opportunities to 
connect with peers, explore Jewish interests, find 
causes that are meaningful to their own identities 
and experiences, and hone leadership skills.

Why should I join the Slingshot Fund 2016? 
The Slingshot Fund offers grant-making training to 
next-generation funders across the country. Members 
may join to build relationships with other funders in 
their 20s and 30s, explore the Jewish not-for-profit 
world, learn more about grant-making or simply 
have philanthropic experiences independent of their 
families. There is no one-size-fits-all reason for joining, 
but if you are interested in having a peer grant-
making experience, leveraging your giving, joining 
a community of next-generation philanthropists, 
receiving grant-making training or learning about 
cutting-edge Jewish organizations across North 
America, the Slingshot Fund may be right for you.

How does the Slingshot Fund work? 
All organizations featured in Slingshot in a given 
year are eligible to apply for a Slingshot Fund grant. 
Slingshot Fund members pool their donations 
and spend five months examining proposals, 
conducting site visits and selecting grantees whose 
organizations not only fit the criteria, but who 
also resonate with a next-generation audience.

www.slingshotfund.org



Grand Street 
The idea for Slingshot and the Slingshot Fund 
has evolved through the Grand Street network. 
Grand Street is a meeting place  for young 
Jews (18 to 28 years old) who are involved 
or will be involved as leaders in their families’ 
philanthropic efforts. Beginning in 2002 with 
12 people meeting for a weekend to ask their 
own questions, Grand Street seeks to develop 
a Jewish philanthropic analysis and capacity 
for strategic thinking, as well as to create a 
space where members can pursue personal 
development and build a network of peers in 
similar positions of philanthropic responsibility. 
A new cohort of 12 individuals is added each year.

Some participants are in college or have recently 
graduated, some have already assumed roles 
within their families’ foundations, and many 
others are just becoming aware of those 
imminent responsibilities. All feel alone in 
being young and associated with philanthropic 
wealth. Many struggle with allocating, or 
planning  to allocate, money while also seeking 
to reconcile their personal passions with their 
families’ interests, both Jewish and universal.

http://2164.net/we-offer/convening
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