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SWISS AIRLINES FLIES FIRST BOEING 777-300ER COMMERCIAL 
TRANSATLANTIC FLIGHT FROM THE U.S. TO SWITZERLAND  

JFK’s Terminal 4 Hosts Ribbon Cutting Ceremony to Celebrate Inaugural Flight 

Queens, New York - February 22 2016 – Marking the first commercial transatlantic flight 
from the US to Switzerland operated with a Boeing 777-300ER, SWISS Airlines’ newest 
flagship departed from John F. Kennedy International Airport’s Terminal 4 on Sunday, 
February 21st. 

The totally-redesigned cabin interior of the new SWISS flagship will offer the highest levels 

of comfort and aesthetics in all three seating classes. And thanks to its state-of-the-art 

engines, the new twinjet will also deliver sizeable savings in both fuel consumption and 

carbon dioxide emissions. 

“This is a milestone in the history of SWISS and we are proud to share this accomplishment 
with local authorities, Terminal 4’s staff and our passengers,” said Patrick Heymann, 
Senior Director for the Americas at a ribbon cutting ceremony today, which included a 
traditional Swiss Alphorn performance. “With the new Boeing 777-300ER, we will be setting 
new benchmarks in terms of its customers’ inflight comfort and overall air travel experience.” 

Gert-Jan de Graaff, President and CEO of JFKIAT, the company which operates Terminal 
4, said: “As a gateway to New York City and the United States, JFK’s Terminal 4 is proud to 
host this inaugural flight with SWISS’ newest flagship – the Boeing 777-300ER – in order to 
match the demands of an ever-growing traveling public. The first-rate travel experience, to 
be offered to passengers by our friends at SWISS, Switzerland’s national airline, will be 
unmatched in aviation and we wish them well in this new chapter.” 

Mr. de Graaff joined Mr. Heymann for opening remarks at the ceremony, where he was 
presented with a B777 image celebrating the inaugural flight. Joining them onstage was: 
Hans-Ola Hansson, Chief Pilot; Daniel Bärlocher, Head of Media Relations; and Manuel 
Meier, Ground Services Director.  

As a member of the Star Alliance and joint venture partner with United Airlines, SWISS will 
also be deploying the Boeing 777-300ER primarily on services from Los Angeles and San 
Francisco to Switzerland in the summer of 2016 with several connections to many leisure 
destinations in Europe. 

- ### - 

 

  

Swiss International Air Lines (SWISS) is Switzerland’s national airline, serving 104 destinations and 
carrying some 16 million passengers a year with its 91-aircraft fleet.  SWISS offers non-stop service from 
seven North American gateways (Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, New York’s JFK, Newark, Miami and 
Montreal) connecting to several destinations worldwide. The company’s Swiss WorldCargo division 
provides a comprehensive range of airport-to-airport airfreight services for high-value and care-intensive 
logistic solutions to around 120 destinations in over 80 countries. As the airline of Switzerland, SWISS 
embodies the country’s traditional values, and is committed to delivering the highest product and service 
quality. With its workforce of 8,250 personnel, SWISS generated total operating income of CHF 5 billion in 
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2013. SWISS is part of the Lufthansa Group, and is also a member of 
Star Alliance, the world’s largest airline grouping. 

 

About JFKIAT 

JFKIAT, LLC is the operator of Terminal 4 at John F. Kennedy International Airport, one of 
the most active air terminals in the New York area, serving 32 international and domestic 
airlines with an annual passenger volume of more than 19.5 million travellers. Terminal 4 is 
the only air terminal in North America operated by a private management company. JFKIAT, 
LLC is owned by Schiphol USA Inc., a U.S. affiliate of Schiphol Group.  Visit us at 
www.jfkiat.com. 
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