The Thirty-First Annual 

Dr. Robert J. Kaiser Debate Invitational
October 5-6, 2018

Monticello High School  
Monticello, New York 

August, 2018

Dear Director of Forensics: 

 

The Monticello Forensic Society cordially invites you and your team to participate in the 31st Annual Dr. Robert J. Kaiser Debate Invitational. This year’s event will be scheduled for Friday, October 5th and Saturday, October 6th, 2018.  It promises to be very competitive for your younger debaters early in the season. We will offer competition in the “Academic Debate” division of Lincoln- Douglas, Cross-Examination Debate and Public Forum Debate. That is, the events are aimed at second- and third-year debaters in their sophomore and junior years respectively. Additionally, judges can be seniors in their fourth year of debate. The goal is to provide an accessible level of debate for intermediate debaters.
Registration will take place from 12:30-2:00 PM on Friday, October 5th, in the auditorium at the high school. If you are not registered by 2:00 PM on Friday, you will not be debating in the first round of the tournament!  We have removed the entry limits of all the divisions as well.  However, we have very few judges for hire so plan accordingly.
We will not be able to offer housing any longer due to concerns that a debate program really has no control over. I know this places financial burdens on many programs and wish the times we live in were different.  That being said, the risks for a district are too serious to continue this offering. We will still provide dinner on Friday and lunch on Saturday.  Breakfast will be available for a small fee. Their will be coaches and (adults only) judge’s lounge off of out student cafeteria .
The following pages contain pertinent information for our 31st Annual Invitational.  Monticello is looking forward to sharing our hospitality with you. All registration materials are due by 3:00 PM, Thursday, September 27, 2018. WE WILL BE USING WWW.TABROOM.COM FOR REGISTRATION. If you have any questions you may call the school (845) 794-8840, email me at rjoyceturner@k12mcsd.net or fax at (845) 794-8133.   My cell phone number is (845)807-1784. 
We hope you can add our tournament to your 2018-19 calendars. 

Sincerely, 

Rose M. Joyce-Turner
Director of Debate 
Monticello High School Debate
The Dr. Robert J. Kaiser Debate Invitational will offer the following events:

 

· Lincoln-Douglas Debate

· Policy Team Debate

· Public Forum Debate
INDEPENDENT ENTRIES: 
This tournament is open only to institutions that award high school diplomas. Students must be officially representing the school they attend, and their entries sanctioned by that school. All students must be accompanied by their parent or legal guardian, or by a school-approved adult guardian, teacher, or coach who is empowered to deal with emergencies, medical or otherwise. The adult guardian must be a high school graduate; high school students who have passed their 18th birthday do not count. All registrants must provide a name and phone number for an adult contact who will be present at the tournament and is responsible for the students in case of an emergency.
· We will NOT accept "independent" entries in ANY EVENT.  We will not accept hybrid entries from differing schools in any event.  In PF and Policy you must have a partner from your school.  We define an independent entry as a team or student who wishes to compete without the approval, knowledge, or consent of their school administration and/or coach (es). All students must compete under the school's name in which they are officially enrolled. Coaches must submit the school enrollment authorization and have it signed by your school’s principal or headmaster---REALLY!!
Lincoln-Douglas Debate: 
There will be five preliminary rounds; 3 rounds on Friday and 2 on Saturday morning. An appropriate number of elimination rounds will follow preliminary rounds.  There is NO limit on the number of students you may enter in Lincoln-Douglas Debate. Four minutes of prep time will be given.  Flex prep as practiced on the national circuit will not be permitted.  
Lincoln-Douglas Debate – 2018 September/October

Resolved: In the United States, reporters ought to have the right to protect the identity of confidential sources.
Policy Team Debate: 
There will be five preliminary rounds; 3 rounds on Friday and 2 on Saturday morning. An appropriate number of elimination rounds will follow the preliminary rounds.  Eight minutes of prep time will be utilized. 

Policy Team Debate Topic: 
Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially reduce its restrictions on legal immigration to the United States.
Public Forum Debate: 
We will be offering competition in Public Forum Debate. There will be five preliminary rounds; 3 rounds on Friday and 2 on Saturday morning. An appropriate number of elimination rounds will follow preliminary rounds.

Public Forum Debate Topic: 
2018 September/October:  Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially reduce its restrictions on legal immigration to the United States.

Fees: 

$80 per policy team 
$80 per public forum team 
$40 per LD debater 
$180 per hired judge 
$35 school fee 


All fees are assessed as of Tuesday, October 2 at 3:00 PM.  ANY CHANGES OR DROPS made after this deadline will incur a non-negotiable financial drop penalty ($20 per drop) to be made payable at registration.  Also, any changes made at registration on the day of final registration will be assessed at a $20 per change fee!  This includes team, name or judge changes!!! We very seriously mean ANY changes and will be very strict about this.  For the tournament to run smoothly and on time, we need to ensure that the tabulation staff has ample time to receive correct information.  Hence, call before you depart for changes so your team does not create havoc with our first round schematic!!  Make checks payable to: Monticello Debate. Purchase orders will not be accepted at the registration desk. All fees must be paid at the final registration desk on Friday, October 5 or preferably sooner. We will be using www.Tabroom.com for registration.
It has become increasingly difficult to collect fees after registration. In the past, too many checks that are "in the mail" have not arrived and then only arrived after repeated notices. Therefore, as an incentive to have fees in at the deadline, we have instituted a nuisance fee for checks that arrive after registration. Ten percent of the school's total fees will be assessed and invoiced. For example, a $100 registration would incur a $10 nuisance fee; $200 would incur $20 etc. It is our hope that all fees will be turned in at registration and that no nuisance fees will need to be assessed. Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this matter.
Judging Requirements: 

One qualified judge for the level and style of debate is required for every: 
A. Two policy teams 
B. Three LD debaters 
C. Three public forum teams 

A qualified judge is a senior who has at least three years of debating experience, an experienced former debater, or, in PF and LD, an adult who has been carefully trained and is vouched for by the team. We also hope that schools will employ their adult coaches as critics.


A very limited hired judging pool will be available. No team may hire all of their judges. You may only hire one judge per division.  We highly encourage you to register according to the number of judges your team can cover. The cost of hired judges is $180 for a policy, LD, or PF judge. There is no ½ judge for hire or any other fractional arrangement. All judges are obligated to judge 1 round past their TEAM’S competition. Hence, all judges are obligated for a minimum of the first elimination rounds in each category. Your teams risk disqualification or additional penalty fee if not properly represented throughout the entire tournament as required by their entry. 
Hotels:

There are several hotels located in the Monticello area. However, we strongly suggest the Best Western or The Sullivan in Rock Hill. They are close to the school and are much safer than the others. Their phone numbers are (845)-796-4000 and (845)-796-3100, respectively.  If you are not able to receive accommodations at the Best Western or The Sullivan, please contact us and we will give you other hotels and lodges in the surrounding area.
The new Resorts World Casino is now open.  It is pricey, but beautiful.  Their number is 1-833-586-9358.      
Meals: 
Since the tournament is tightly scheduled and there is little to nothing near our school; we will provide dinner on Friday and lunch on Saturday. Breakfast will be available for a small fee. 
Awards: 
Lincoln-Douglas Debate: Speaker awards will be given. Again, more will be awarded if the entries warrant it. Individual awards will be given for elimination rounds.

Policy Team Debate: Speaker awards will be given. Team awards will be given for all elimination rounds. 

Public Forum Debate: Speaker awards will be given. Team awards will be given for all elimination rounds. 
2019 31st Annual Dr. Robert J. Kaiser 

Debate Invitational

Schedule (tentative)
Friday, October 5, 2018
Registration (Auditorium)
12:30-2:00 PM

General Meeting


2:15 PM-2:25 PM
Round 1



2:30-4:30 PM

Round 2



4:30-6:30 PM 
Dinner (Provided)

6:30-7:15 PM (HS Cafeteria)
Round 3



7:30-9:30 PM

Saturday, October 6, 2018
Continental Breakfast (for a fee)
7:30-8:00 AM (HS Cafeteria)

Round 4



8:00-10:00 AM

Round 5



10:15 AM-12: 15 PM

Lunch (Provided) 


12:15 -1: 00 PM

Elimination Rounds to follow at 
1:00 PM


And thereafter until the tournament is finished!

Awards (Cafeteria)


6:00 PM

The Lincoln-Douglas debate rounds will be flighted for the most part and will take place in the new middle school and some smaller areas in the high school.  Elimination rounds will be single flighted as soon as possible and will take place in the high school.

