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Each session will have its own theme.  Chambers may only debate on legislation designated for that session.  A 
caucus will determine the order of debate within that session.  Any student may speak to sponsor legislation, since 
bills were written by alumni.  Sponsors will be selected on the basis of recency, become responsible for the 
mechanics of the legislation, and must yield to two minutes of questioning following the speech.  
 

Congress procedures, schedule, and other information will be at tabroom.com by April 8. 
 
Session and Theme Title 
Session 1 – Morning Hour Individual Morning Hour Speeches 
Session 2 – Military 2A The Mens Rea Reform Act of 2016 
 2B A Bill to Close Military Bases at Okinawa, Japan 
 2C A Resolution to Prevent the Weaponization of Space 
Session 3 – Economy 3A African-American Reparations Act of 2016 
 3B Fair Wages Act of 2016 
 3C A Bill to Prevent Insurers from Assessing Liens Against Personal Injury Plaintiffs’’ Tort Settlements 
Session 4 - Environment 4A A Bill to Abolish the Bureau of Land Management 
 4B A Bill to Maximize Support for Organic Farming 
 4C A Bill to Increase Royalties for Oil and Gas Extraction on Federal Lands 
SF Session 1 - Health SF1A A Bill to Require Health Professionals to Report Underage Female Genital Cutting 
 SF1B A Bill to Require All Medicare Beneficiaries to Sign Advanced Directives 
 SF1C Healthy and Vaccinated Children Act of 2016 
SF Session 2 - Education SF2A A Bill to Specify Coding as a Language Other Than English 
 SF2B A Bill to Get the Youth Moving (GYM) 
 SF2C A Bill to Reform Higher Educational Practices 
Finals – Criminal Justice FA The Supreme Court Ethics Act of 2016 
 FB A Bill to Enact Federal Sentencing Reform 
 FC The Puerto Rican Sovereignty Restoration Act 
 
 

In the interest of offering an invigorating docket, the TOC solicits legislation from former competitors under the direction of a 
committee of coaches.  This year’s “Board of Legislative Drafters” is comprised of: 

Dr. Alexandra Sencer, chair  

Authors this year included: 
 
Christina Baworowsky 
Ben Berkman 
Kimberly Bayan-Berlat 
Lauren Blonde 
Emma Collins 
Dixie Forcht 
Jonathan Fried 
Alan Gray 
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Tournament of Champions 2016  Session 2 A 

  

 

The Mens Rea Reform Act of 2016
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. In cases that fall under the classification of terrorism, if the specific statute being 2 

violated provides no weight as to the specific mental intent of the accused then 3 

the Government shall be required to prove, beyond a reasonable doubt, that the 4 

defendant acted willfully. 5 

SECTION 2. A. Terrorism shall be defined pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 2331. 6 

B. The term “willfully” shall apply:  7 

i. if nature of the conduct of a person indicates that the accused is aware 8 

that the acts in question could be considered terror evoking; and 9 

ii. if the person is aware that it is practically certain that the  10 

conduct in question will result in harm of either persons or property. 11 

SECTION 3. The Department of Justice shall be responsible for the implementation of this 12 

legislation. 13 

SECTION 4. This shall take effect immediately upon passage. 14 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.15 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 

 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session 2 B 

 

 
A Bill to Close American Military Bases at Okinawa, Japan 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. All American military bases at Okinawa, Japan are hereby closed.   2 

SECTION 2. The Department of Defense will transfer all American military personnel 3 

stationed at Okinawa to other American military installations. All American 4 

military equipment shall be removed and the land currently controlled by the 5 

U.S. military will be returned to the Japanese government within 2 years.  6 

SECTION 3. The Department of Defense will be charged with carrying out this bill. 7 

SECTION 4. This bill will go into effect 90 days after passage.    8 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.9 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session 2 C 

 
 

A Resolution to Prevent the Weaponization of Space 
 

WHEREAS, the weaponization of space is inevitable and there are no active international 1 

treaties to regulate it; and 2 

WHEREAS, Russia and China have provided a solution that will be mutually beneficial to all 3 

parties; and 4 

WHEREAS, the United States has not shown a great desire to compete in a new military 5 

space race; now, therefore, be it  6 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled shall ratify the Treaty on Prevention of the 7 

Placement of Weapons in Outer Space and of the Threat or Use of Force Against 8 

Outer Space Objects (PPWT).9 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session 3 A 

 
 

African-American Reparations Act of 2016 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. A trust fund for African-Americans to apply for tax-free grants for asset-building 2 

projects shall be established. 3 

SECTION 2.  “Asset-building projects” shall include, but not be limited to, home ownership 4 

and postsecondary education. 5 

SECTION 3. This trust fund will be administered by the Department of the Treasury.   6 

A. The Secretary of the Treasury will set criteria for which “Asset-building 7 

projects” shall qualify for the trust fund. 8 

B. Funding for this shall be in the amount of $50,000,000,000, which shall be 9 

obtained through increasing the capital gains tax rate to 20%. 10 

SECTION 4. The trust fund shall be operational no later than January 1, 2018. 11 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.12 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session 3 B 

 

 

Fair Wages Act of 2016 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The federal minimum wage shall be incrementally increased until it reaches 2 

fifteen dollars per hour on January 1, 2022. 3 

SECTION 2. Prior to the effective date in Section 1 of this Act, the federal minimum wage 4 

shall be increased on the following schedule: 5 

A. Eight dollars per hour on January 1, 2017 6 

B. $9.25 per hour on January 1, 2018 7 

C. $10.75 per hour on January 1, 2019 8 

D. $12.25 per hour on January 1, 2020 9 

E. $13.75 per hour on January 1, 2021 10 

SECTION 3. Any state may enact a minimum wage which differs from this act, but in no case 11 

may a state’s minimum wage be less than 70% or more than 125% of the 12 

prevailing federal minimum wage.   13 

A. States which violate this policy shall have federal highway funding withheld 14 

until such time as they are in compliance. 15 

B. This provision shall take effect on January 1, 2020 16 

SECTION 4. The Department of Labor will oversee enforcement of this act.   17 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.18 

 

Introduced for Debate at the 2016 Tournament of Champions by the Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session 3 C 

 
 

A Bill to Prevent Insurers from Asserting Liens 
Against Personal Injury Plaintiffs’ Tort Settlements 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Title 29 of the United States Code is amended by creating Section 1144b, to be 2 

titled “Limitation of liens in personal injury actions” and read as follows: “No 3 

healthcare insurance company may have a lien or claim for reimbursement 4 

against a person who settles a claim for personal injuries, medical malpractice, 5 

or wrongful death for those expenditures that said healthcare insurance 6 

company was obligated to make.” 7 

SECTION 2. Health insurance providers will not be able to claim or access any monies paid in 8 

settlement of a tort claim - whether by way of a lien, reimbursement claim, 9 

subrogation, or otherwise - so that the burden of payment for healthcare 10 

services, disability payments, lost wage payments, or any other benefits for the 11 

victims of torts will be borne by the insurer, and not any party to a settlement of 12 

such a victim’s tort claim. 13 

SECTION 3. The Department of Health and Human Services shall enforce this bill. 14 

SECTION 4. This bill shall take effect immediately upon its passage. 15 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.16 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session 4 A 

 
 

A Bill to Abolish the Bureau of Land Management 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is hereby abolished.  2 

SECTION 2. At the end of existing leases, the Department of the Interior will have two years 3 

to sell land currently administered by the BLM to state governments, local 4 

governments, private individuals, or corporations. Land that is not purchased 5 

during that time will be managed by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  6 

SECTION 3. The Department of the Interior will be charged with carrying out this bill. 7 

SECTION 4. This bill will go into effect 90 days after passage.    8 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.9 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session 4 B 

 
 

A Bill to Maximize Support for Organic Farming 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. All federal financial incentives to support non-organic agriculture in the United 2 

States shall hereby be eliminated. 3 

SECTION 2. To be eligible for funds, farms must follow the guidelines of the United States 4 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) for organic standards. The funds specified in 5 

Section 1 include but are not limited to subsidies and government grant 6 

programs. 7 

SECTION 3. The United States Department of Agriculture will be responsible for enforcing 8 

the provisions of this legislation. 9 

A. Farms receiving funds from the United States government and found to be 10 

noncompliant with the provisions of this legislation shall be ineligible to 11 

receive funds for a period of five (5) years commencing with the beginning of 12 

the first United States fiscal year following the infraction. 13 

B. Each infraction will also trigger a penalty of 10% of gross farm revenues for 14 

the year in which the infraction occurred or $100,000, whichever is greater.  15 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2017.   16 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.17 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session 4 C 

 
 

A Bill to Increase Royalties for Oil and Gas Extraction  
on Federal Lands 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The federal royalty on oil and gas extracted from federal lands shall be no less 2 

than 18.75 per cent. This royalty shall be assessed without regard to whether oil 3 

or gas is removed or sold from the leased land. 4 

SECTION 2. Royalties otherwise authorized or required under the mineral leasing laws to be 5 

paid for shall be assessed on all gas produced under the mineral leasing laws, 6 

including all gas that is consumed or lost by venting, flaring, or fugitive releases 7 

through any equipment during upstream operations. 8 

SECTION 3. The Secretaries of the Interior and the Treasury shall enforce this law.  9 

SECTION 4. This law shall go into effect on January 1, 2017.   10 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.11 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 
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A Bill to Require Health Professionals to Report Underage 
Female Genital Cutting 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Health professionals are hereby considered mandatory reporters and as such are 2 

legally required to report cases of female genital cutting (also known as female 3 

genital mutilation) among girls under the age of 18.  Such reporting shall be to 4 

the police or to a local child protective agency as specified by the jurisdiction in 5 

which the health professional practices.   6 

SECTION 2. Failure to report cases of underage female genital cutting to the authorities 7 

within one calendar day will result in the loss of the professional’s medical 8 

license for not less than three years and subject the professional to prosecution, 9 

depending on local law. 10 

SECTION 3. The Department of Health and Human Services, working in conjunction with the 11 

Department of Justice, will oversee the implementation of this bill. 12 

SECTION 4. This bill shall take effect immediately upon passage.   13 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.14 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session SF1 B 

 
 

A Bill to Require All Medicare Beneficiaries 
to Sign Advanced Directives 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. No person who has not completed and signed an advance directive shall be 2 

eligible to enroll in Medicare Part A.  Enrolling in Medicare Advantage or 3 

Medicate Part B without simultaneously filing an advance directive shall be 4 

deemed equivalent to granting durable power of attorney for health care unto 5 

the Secretary of Health and Human Services. 6 

SECTION 2. “Advance directive” means a written instruction, such as a living will or durable 7 

power of attorney for health care, recognized under State law (whether 8 

statutory or as recognized by the courts of the State) and relating to the 9 

provision of such care when the individual is incapacitated. 10 

SECTION 3. The administrator of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services shall 11 

establish a process through which prospective enrollees shall submit advanced 12 

directives directly to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 13 

electronically, or by mail, phone, or fax. 14 

SECTION 4. A. This law shall come into effect on January 1, 2017. 15 

B. All persons who were enrolled in Medicare Part A on or before December 16 

31, 2016 shall be exempt from the provisions of this law. 17 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.18 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session SF1 C 

 
 

Healthy and Vaccinated Children Act of 2016 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Any state which does not mandate full vaccination schedules for all children 2 

enrolled in public education shall forfeit eligibility for all federal funds in support 3 

of primary or secondary education. 4 

SECTION 2. The list of required vaccinations shall be based on the immunization schedule 5 

recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for the 6 

specified age level of the student.   7 

A. The sincerely held religious beliefs of the parent or student shall not be a 8 

defense to the provisions of this act. 9 

B. The provisions of Section 1 shall not apply where a child is not vaccinated 10 

upon the certification of a physician who certifies that the student’s health 11 

and physical condition would be endangered by such vaccination, and that 12 

the physician has made such a judgment while conforming to the accepted 13 

standards of medical care. 14 

SECTION 3. The Department of Health and Human Services will oversee compliance with this 15 

Act.  The Secretary of Health and Human Services shall inform the Department of 16 

Education as to which states are not in compliance. 17 

SECTION 4. This will take effect on September 5, 2016.   18 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.19 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session SF2 A 

 
 

A Bill to Specify Coding as a Language  
Other than English 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. For federal, state, and local educational purposes, coding shall be specified as a 2 

language other than English (LOTE). 3 

SECTION 2. A. “Coding” shall be defined as a curriculum for computer programming 4 

language(s).  5 

 B. “Language other than English” shall be defined as a written, spoken, and read 6 

language other than English in which instruction is offered for academic credit. 7 

SECTION 3. The United States Department of Education shall oversee the implementation of 8 

this bill’s provisions. 9 

A. Each state department of education shall be responsible for developing 10 

appropriate guidelines for secondary school courses focused on coding by 11 

July 1, 2017. 12 

B. The United States Department of Education’s Office of Elementary and 13 

Secondary Education shall determine the status of each state’s plan from 14 

Section 3A. 15 

SECTION 4. The above provisions shall take effect August 1, 2018.   16 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.17 

 

Introduced for Debate by the Education Committee of the Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session SF2 B 

 
 

A Bill to Get the Youth Moving (GYM) 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Public elementary and secondary schools shall require ninety (90) minutes of 2 

physical activity for each full-time, able-bodied student for each full week of 3 

instruction. Funds shall also be provided to educators wishing to engage 4 

students in more kinesthetic learning. 5 

SECTION 2. A.   “Physical activity” shall be defined as aerobic activity, muscle-strengthening, 6 

and/or bone-strengthening as defined by the Department of Health and Human 7 

Services. 8 

 B.   “Able-bodied” shall be defined as a student who is not constrained, 9 

temporarily or permanently, from participating in the activities outlined in 10 

Section 2A. 11 

 C.   A “full week of instruction” shall be defined as five consecutive days of 12 

classroom instruction, with each day lasting five hours or more. 13 

SECTION 3. The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education of the United States 14 

Department of Education will oversee the implementation and enforcement of 15 

this legislation. 16 

A. Eligibility for federal funding for public education shall depend on compliance 17 

with the terms of this legislation. 18 

B. Funds of $1000 per educator shall be available for projects approved by the 19 

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education to investigate kinesthetic 20 

learning opportunities as outlined in Section 1. 21 

C. Professional development monies shall be funded by a $.01 per transaction 22 

tax levied on all fast food purchases in the United States. 23 

SECTION 4. This bill will take effect August 1, 2016.   24 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.25 

 

Introduced for Debate by the Education Committee of the Board of Legislative Drafters 



Tournament of Champions 2016  Session SF2 C 

 
 

A Bill to Reform Higher Educational Practices 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Any College, University, Vocational or Trade School, or any other institute of 2 

higher education which receives federal funding through a student loan program 3 

is prohibited from including mandatory arbitration clauses as part of any 4 

enrollment paperwork or student agreement. 5 

SECTION 2. A. In the event of any dispute, students shall have the ability to seek redress 6 

through trial by judge or jury, either individually or as part of a class-action.   7 

 B. Any current agreement between a school and student which includes a 8 

mandatory arbitration clause is declared null and void. 9 

SECTION 3. The United States Department of Education shall oversee the implementation of 10 

this bill’s provisions. 11 

A. The Department will review the terms of agreements for all colleges which 12 

accept federal monies. 13 

B. The Office of Federal Student Aid will refrain from distributing funds to 14 

students of any school until the Department of Education has reviewed and 15 

approved that school’s participation in the Federal Student Loan Program. 16 

SECTION 4. The above provisions shall take effect August 1, 2017.   17 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.18 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 
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The Supreme Court Ethics Act of 2016 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Sub-subsection (1) of subsection (d) of Section 351 of Title 28 of the United 2 

States Code is hereby amended by inserting “a Supreme Court justice,” 3 

immediately before “a circuit judge”. 4 

SECTION 2. The Supreme Court of the United States shall, not less than 180 days after the 5 

date of the enactment of this Act, promulgate a code of ethics for the Justices of 6 

the Supreme Court that shall include the 5 canons of the Code of Conduct for 7 

United States Judges adopted by the Judicial Conference of the United States, 8 

with any amendments or modifications thereto that the Supreme Court 9 

determines appropriate. 10 

SECTION 3. Failure to follow this code, once adopted, shall warrant a consideration of 11 

impeachment in the House of Representatives and trial before the Senate. 12 

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect immediately upon its enactment.   13 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this Act are hereby declared null and void.14 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 
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A Bill to Enact Federal Sentencing Reform 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. A. Any person who is convicted of a federal crime involving a controlled 2 

substance shall be sentenced to imprisonment, the term of which may not 3 

exceed five years. 4 

 B. All existing mandatory minimum terms of imprisonment for all federal crimes 5 

are hereby eliminated. 6 

 C. The provisions of this section apply retroactively. 7 

SECTION 2. “Federal crime involving a controlled substance” means any offense, including, 8 

but not limited to, those established under Title 21 of the United States Code, in 9 

which a person manufactures, distributes, or dispenses, or possesses with intent 10 

to manufacture, distribute, or dispense a controlled substance. 11 

SECTION 3. The Department of Justice and the United States Sentencing Commission shall be 12 

responsible for the establishment of rules in accordance with this legislation. 13 

A. The United States Sentencing Commission shall draft new sentencing 14 

guidelines in accordance with this legislation within three months of the 15 

passage of this legislation. 16 

B. In drafting new sentencing guidelines in accordance with this legislation, the 17 

United States Sentencing Commission shall use rehabilitation as the central 18 

basis for determining appropriate penalties. Deterrence shall be a 19 

permissible consideration. Retribution shall be an impermissible 20 

consideration. 21 

C. In drafting new sentencing guidelines in accordance with this legislation, the 22 

United States Sentencing Commission shall include any measures other than 23 

the terms of imprisonment that it deems appropriate in order to ensure the 24 

successful re-integration of convicted individuals into society. 25 

SECTION 4. This legislation shall take effect immediately upon passage.   26 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.27 

Introduced for Debate by the2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 
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The Puerto Rican Sovereignty Restoration Act 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. In exercising congressional power pursuant to U.S. Const. art. IV, § 3, cl. 2, 2 

Section 737 of Title 48 of the United States Code is hereby renamed, 3 

“Constitution of the United States in full force,” and is hereby amended to read 4 

as follows: “The Constitution and laws of the United States are hereby extended 5 

over and declared to be in full force in Puerto Rico, so far as the same, or any 6 

provision thereof, may be applicable.” 7 

SECTION 2. In exercising congressional power pursuant to U.S. Const. art. III, § 2, cl. 2, the 8 

Supreme Court shall not have jurisdiction to hear and decide Puerto Rico v. 9 

Sanchez Valle, Docket No. 15-108. 10 

SECTION 3. The Office of Insular Affairs of the Department of the Interior shall be 11 

responsible for enforcing the provisions of this bill. 12 

SECTION 4. This bill shall take effect immediately upon its passage.   13 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with the provisions of this bill are null and void.14 

 

Introduced for Debate by the 2016 Tournament of Champions Board of Legislative Drafters 

 


