January 6, 2016
Dear Colleagues,
The Spicer Debate Forum (Missouri State University) invites you to join us on February 28, 2016 for a one day NFA-LD swing tournament (two tournaments, 4 prelims each, no elims in the 1st year). We are hosting on a single day due to other forensics commitments on Friday and Saturday, but we have secured commitments from enough schools that we are confident each tournament will meet NFA qualification rules. At the moment, not enough schools have expressed interest to qualify the tournament in individual events, but we will add a flighted IE option if a sufficient number of schools express intent by February 1, 2016. 
Although our deadline for the purposes of fees is Wednesday, February 24th at 5pm, we encourage those planning to attend to enter online much earlier so that we can locate sufficient judging. 
We are hosting the tournament on tabroom.com because of the real-time pairing and results features, as well as the text/email notification system. This will require each program director to create a free account, and if each student also creates an account they can receive real-time round information. Even those not in attendance can enroll to receive updates about particular entries or schools. The entry location is here:
http://mostatenfald.tabroom.com
We will initially offer all 3 divisions of NFA-LD debate: novice (1st year in college forensics), JV (first two years in college forensics), and open. We invite you to enter students in the lowest division for which they are qualified, and then communicate to us if you prefer that they move up. We reserve the right to move students up into higher divisions (potentially collapsing into a single open division) as needed to maximize the number of students qualifying (and assure all rounds can be scheduled). We will prioritize move ups when request or when a student has already qualified. Missouri State students will compete as well, but will also be moved up as needed to balance divisions. 
We have not secured a hotel block, as we expect the tournament to be small. We recommend three hotels near campus (about a mile from parking in lot 22), and would be happy to provide feedback on other hotels in the area if asked. Please contact hotels directly to make reservations.
	University Plaza, 333 S John Q Hammons Pkwy, 417-864-7333
	Holiday Inn, 1117 E St Louis St, 417-862-0070
	Towne Place Suites, 2009 S National Ave, 417-881-8118
Fees for entries will be $10/person (student, judge or observer) for each tournament, and will include a meal (breakfast for tournament #1, lunch for tournament #2). Fees will be assessed at entry deadline, and we reserve the right to charge even if an entry drops in order to cover food order costs. We will not charge an additional drop charge atop the entry fee. We will provide minimal awards, not including sweepstakes. 
Programs attending should plan on bringing judging – each NFA-LD entry requires two rounds of judging (per tournament), so each judge can cover a maximum of two entries. You can hire judging at $20/round, and we will pay extra judges the same amount if we place them. Requests for hired judging should be made as early as possible, and additional judging is greatly appreciated! 
Dr. Eric Morris
Director of Forensics
Missouri State University
ericmorris@missouristate.edu
417-496-7141 (cell)


Tentative Schedule
7:15am		Registration & Breakfast (Craig Hall Lobby)
Pairings blasted once entries are confirmed
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tournament #1
8:00am		Round 1
9:15am		Round 2
10:30am	Round 3
11:45am	Round 4
Tournament #2
12:30pm	Lunch
1:30pm		Round 1
2:45pm		Round 2
4:00pm		Round 3
5:15pm		Round 4
6:30pm		Awards Assembly, Craig Hall 206 (asap)
		Dinner on your own

