Welcome to the Jungle
November 20th & 21st --- Hosted by Lewis & Clark

	Please consult the tournament invitation periodically. We’re hard at work preparing for a great tournament, and there may be circumstances to which we must adapt that are beyond our control. We will use this invitation as a central source for conveying this information.



Friends and Colleagues,

We’re pleased to invite you to the 2026 Lewis and Clark Tournament, this November 20th and 21st. This year’s tournament will feature competition in both speech and debate.

We will have registration open for Novice and Open divisions in Policy, Lincoln Douglas, Public Forum, Worlds Debate and Congressional Debate as well as Novice and Open Divisions for Dramatic Interpretation, Humorous Interpretation, Duo Interpretation, Extemporaneous, Impromptu, Informative, Program Oral Interpretation, Original Oratory, Spoken Word Poetry and Editorial Commentary. We will collapse debate and speech divisions as necessary based upon registrations. 

If you have questions about the tournament, please contact Natasha Carpenter at natashac@spokaneschools.org. Please note that due to the changing landscape, changes to procedures may be necessitated. Please review the rules in advance.

Thank you for all you do and have a great season!
[bookmark: _2ma6nkfh38xl]
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[bookmark: _gg727lrl1jnf][bookmark: _ytuzek1ptn55]DEBATE
[bookmark: _dx46vjy8l2mo]
Divisions:
· Novice Division: Open to all students who have no experience prior to this school year.
· Open Division: Open to any debater regardless of experience or class standing.
[bookmark: _f7nikjll5mmb]
Debate Matching:
· The first two rounds of debate will be randomly matched. Rounds 3 and all subsequent rounds will be power-matched. 
[bookmark: _9kvy64fs40d9]
[bookmark: _531429pq7n0u]Events:
· Lincoln Douglas
· We will use the 2026 Nov/Dec topic. Resolved: De-extinction is unethical.
· Debaters have four minutes for prep.
· Public Forum
· We will use the 2026 Nov/Dec topic. Resolved: European members of the North American Treaty Organization (NATO) will ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 
· Teams will have 3 minutes of prep. 
· Policy
· We will use the 2026/2027 topic. Resolved: The United States federal government should establish national health insurance in the United States. 
· Teams will have 6 minutes of prep. 
· Worlds Debate
· We will be using the Fall 2026 topics below (teams debate EACH side) as well as having an impromptu topic that teams will debate BOTH sides. 
· Topic One: This House believes democratic elections are better served by public financing than by privately funded campaigns.
· Info Slide: A publicly financed election is one in which candidates’ campaigns are funded by the state through public funds, such as tax revenues, rather than through private donations, corporate contributions, or candidates’ personal wealth.
· Topic Two: This House welcomes climate pessimism. 
· Info Slide: Climate pessimism is the viewpoint that catastrophic global heating and severe ecological breakdown cannot be fully prevented and we should make decisions based on this fact.
· Congressional
· Washington State uses a pre-prepared docket created by the WSFA.
· [bookmark: _nxv4qvejd3lk][bookmark: _bcyo9jcddw0l]NEW THIS YEAR  The docket will be pre-set. Chambers may vote to table a bill or resolution, but they CANNOT amend the docket without the Parliamentarian’s permission. Competitors are encouraged to practice amendments to enrich debate and explore the nuances of this legislation.
[bookmark: _t7nnxqh4a1rj][bookmark: _jy9q9xrjbbot]INDIVIDUAL EVENTS

Novice and Open division will be offered this year. If a student has more than five rounds of experience in speech events in a previous season, this student must be entered at the Open level.
 
Overtime: For most individual events, no penalty should apply if the student falls within a 30-second grace period. Speaking beyond the time when there is no grace period or more than 30 seconds beyond the event time limit simply means that the judge may not give that student first in that round. Exceptions to this guideline are made clear on individual ballots.
 
Finals: The tournament directors reserve the right to determine winners of one-panel events based on preliminary round results due to limited entries in a division/event. 
 
[bookmark: _qmlie56q965c][bookmark: _5mjybqg3s2zf]Events 
A brief description of each event follows. Please know that these descriptions are not exhaustive, and you can find complete ballot instructions and rules on the NSDA website. We will follow WSFA adopted rules, unless noted.

· Informative: Informative speaking is to describe, clarify, explain, and/or define an object, idea, concept, social institution, or process. The speech must be the original work of the speaker. No more than 150 words of quoted and/or paraphrased material may be included in the expository. This speech may not have been used in forensic competition by the student prior to the current competitive season. Responsibility for choosing a worthwhile topic rests with the contestant. The use of humor will not be penalized. No costumes are allowed. Any demonstration should enhance, not be the focus of, the information presented. The speech must be delivered extemporaneously, with or without the use of notes. The contestant will not be penalized for using notes or visual aids unless they interfere with the ability to communicate with the audience. The time limit for this event is TEN (10) MINUTES, which will include audience reaction time. If the speaker goes over a 30 second grace period the contestant may not be awarded first place in the round. No minimum time limit.

· Program of Oral Interpretation: POI is a program of thematically-linked selections chosen from two or three genres: prose, poetry, drama (plays). At least two pieces of literature that represent at least two separate genres must be used. Unlike the other interpretation events, Program Oral Interpretation may use multiple sources for the program. The title and author of all selections must be verbally identified within the program. The use of a manuscript during the performance is required. Reading from a book or magazine is not permitted. The intact manuscript may be used by the contestant as a prop, so long as it remains in the contestant's control at all times. No costumes or props other than the manuscript are permitted. Introduction and transitional material may be memorized. Full movement, including walking, is allowed. Length: The time limit is 10 minutes with a 30-second “grace period.” Should a student go beyond the grace period, the student may not be ranked 1st. Judges are to use accurate (stopwatch function) timing devices. No minimum time is mandated. Publication Rules: All literature performed must meet the publication rules of the NSDA. Adaptations may be used only for the purpose of transition. Changes to the script may only be used for the purpose of transition or to eliminate profane language. Transitions may be used to clarify the logical sequence of ideas. They are not to be used for the purpose of embellishing the humorous or dramatic effect of the literature. (Note: for COMPLETE interp rules, including publication lists, see speechanddebate.org)

· Impromptu Speaking:
· A good impromptu speaker will discuss intelligently and with adequate speaking skills his/her chosen topic. Each contestant will have a different choice of topics. 
· The contestant has six (6) minutes to choose one of three topics, organize thoughts, and speak on the chosen topic. No notes may be prepared or used. The speaker must identify the chosen topic as part of the introduction.
· JUDGES MUST GIVE TIME SIGNALS: oral signals at 30-second intervals for preparation time and hand signals for the remaining minutes.
· Time limit: preparation and speaking time shall be a total of six (6) minutes. Contestants may use the time as they wish. If the speaker goes over a 30 second grace period the contestant may not be awarded first place in the round. No minimum time limit.

· Original Oratory: Orations may deal with a current problem and propose a solution OR they may alert the audience to a threatening danger, strengthen its devotion to an accepted cause, or eulogize a person. Give the orator free choice of subject and judge him/her solely on the effectiveness of its development and presentation. The use of appropriate figures of speech, similes and metaphors, balanced sentences, allusions, and other rhetorical devices should be noted. Delivery should be judged for mastery of the mechanics of speech: poise, quality and use of voice and bodily expressiveness, and for qualities of directness and sincerity.
· The presentation must be memorized.
· The speech must be the original work of the speaker. No more than 150 words of quoted and/or paraphrased material may be included in the oration and must be designated in the manuscript. This speech may not have been used in forensic competition by the student prior to the current competitive season.
· A copy of the oration must be available from the student upon the judge’s request.
· The time limit for this event is TEN (10) MINUTES, which will include audience reaction time. If the speaker goes over a 30 second grace period the contestant may not be awarded first place in the round. No minimum time limit.

· Humorous Interpretation:
· The time limit is ten minutes with a 30-second “grace period.” Should a student go beyond the grace period, the student may not be ranked 1st. Judges are to use accurate (stopwatch function) timing devices. No minimum time is mandated.
· Selections must be cuttings from a single work of literature (one short story, play, or novel), as per NSDA rules.
· Changes to the script may only be used for the purpose of transition or to eliminate profane language. Transitions may be used to clarify the logical sequence of ideas. They are not to be used for the purpose of embellishing the humorous or dramatic effect of the literature.
· The presentation may not use physical objects or costuming. The contestant must name the author and the source from which the cutting was made. The gender stated by the author must be honored. However, a female contestant may play a male role, and a male contestant may play a female role. Selections must be presented from memory. Monologues, prose, and poetry selections are acceptable. Use of focal points and/or direct contact with the audience should be determined by the requirements of the literature interpreted. Full movement is allowed.
· A student may not use a cutting from a work of literature the student used in competition in any previous contest year. A student entered in two events may not use the same selection of literature in both events.

· Extemporaneous Speaking:
· The speaker has one half hour to prepare one topic. The speaker should announce the topic choice as part of the introduction. The speaker will draw a topic from 2 domestic and 2 foreign choices.
· In giving his/her speech, the speaker may not use any notes at the state tournament. Novices are allowed to use one 4x6 note card when speaking.
· JUDGES MUST GIVE TIME SIGNALS.
· The time limit for this event is SEVEN (7) MINUTES. If the speaker goes over a 30 second grace period the contestant may not be awarded first place in the round. No minimum time limit.

· Dramatic Interpretation:
· The time limit is ten minutes with a 30-second “grace period.” Should a student go beyond the grace period, the student may not be ranked 1st. Judges are to use accurate (stopwatch function) timing devices. No minimum time is mandated.
· Selections must be cuttings from a single work of literature (one short story, play, or novel), as per NSDA rules.
· Changes to the script may only be used for the purpose of transition or to eliminate profane language. Transitions may be used to clarify the logical sequence of ideas. They are not to be used for the purpose of embellishing the humorous or dramatic effect of the literature.
· The presentation may not use physical objects or costuming. The contestant must name the author and the source from which the cutting was made. The gender stated by the author must be honored. However, a female contestant may play a male role, and a male contestant may play a female role. Selections must be presented from memory. Monologues, prose, and poetry selections are acceptable. Use of focal points and/or direct contact with the audience should be determined by the requirements of the literature being interpreted. Full movement is allowed.
· A student may not use a cutting from a work of literature the student used in competition in any previous contest year. A student entered in two events may not use the same selection of literature in both events.

· Spoken Word Poetry: 
· Students will write and perform original poetry to express ideas, experience, or emotion through the creative arrangement of words according to their sound, rhythm, and meaning.
· The maximum time limit is 5 minutes with a 30-second grace period. 
· The delivery should be memorized, and no book or script may be used. 
· No more than 150 words of the original poetry may be direct quotation from any other speech or writing. 
· A successful performer will craft a piece that elicits critical thought, reflection, or emotion. 
· As opposed to traditional Poetry, Spoken Word Poetry is created to be performed aloud and may feature rhythmic flow, vivid imagery, word play, gestures, lyrical elements, and repetition. 
· Use the Getting Started with Original Spoken Word Poetry guide as a helpful tool to explore ways to express thoughts and experiences through poetry.

· Editorial Commentary:
· Individuals will present a scripted speech that is intended to be an analysis of a news event rather than a running synopsis of the news.
· Original commentary should enhance the overall effect of the news event and analysis.
· Speakers will read the manuscript from a seated position.
· The script should be timed to end between 1:45 and 2:00 minutes. Any speaker ending before 1:45 or after 2:00 minutes shall be ranked one score lower.
· Time signals SHOULD NOT be given to the competitors; however, the competitors may time themselves.
[bookmark: _k3k550pca5ei]

[bookmark: _30smo15tzr49]GENERAL INFORMATION

We ask that everyone at the tournament—adults, judges, and students—respect the following rules. Failure to do so may result in disqualification or dismissal from the tournament.

Registration
· Please register online at Tabroom.com --- Link: http://welcomejungle.tabroom.com/ 
· Opens on 11/2/2026
· Deadline for Registration: 11/18/2025 @ 5pm (Wednesday) 
· Deadline for Changes / Drops: 11/19/2025 @ 5:00pm (Thursday)
· This includes Judges!!

Important Policies 
· Washington State’s Supervision Requirement:
· The Washington Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA) requires, and we must enforce, the presence at all times of a certificated staff member from the same school or school district, supervising your participants. Failure to comply with this requirement will result in school forfeiture and dismissal from the tournament. 
· WSFA Statement on Harassment and Intimidation 
· The Washington State Forensics Association is committed to providing its participants, judges, coaches, and staff the opportunity to pursue excellence in their endeavors in a safe and secure educational environment. This opportunity can only exist when each member of our community is assured an atmosphere of mutual respect. The WSFA prohibits all forms of harassment and discrimination. 
· Accordingly, all forms of harassment and discrimination: 
· Intentional or unintentional 
· Direct or indirect (harassment via a third party)  
· Written, oral, electronic, and/or physical 
· Based on race, color, religion, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, marital status, citizenship, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, socio-economic status, or any other characteristic protected by any applicable federal, state, or local law are prohibited, whether committed by participants, judges, coaches, or observers. 
· Individuals who are found to have violated this policy will be subject to a full range of sanctions.
· Food for Students: 
· There are many options within walking distance of our school as well as delivery options. 
· Judges’ Lounge & Help Desk: LC Library
· We appreciate all our judges and want to make sure you have a comfortable place to recharge throughout the tournament!
· Meals will be available in the judges’ lounge:
· Friday: Dinner
· Saturday: Grab-and-go breakfast, lunch, and dinner
· To ensure our judges have a dedicated space to relax and enjoy their meals, the judges’ lounge is reserved for judges only.
· Student / Team Space Between Rounds: 
· The Commons is available for student gatherings. Students should not congregate elsewhere throughout the building. 
· Each team is responsible for its own area. 
· Please encourage your teams to be tidy and to clean up their garbage. Other people at the school who are not associated with speech and debate will develop a better perception of who we are. 
· Secure valuables that belong to you; leave others’ valuables alone. 
· Water only is allowed out of the commons area. No other beverages or food are permitted in classrooms or other areas of the school. 
· Rounds: 	
· NO ONE (student or adult) is permitted to sit at teachers’ desks or to borrow materials (pens, etc.) from a teacher’s supplies. Please do not bother decorative items or classroom displays. 
· Please only rearrange the furniture as necessary to hold the round.
· STUDENTS ARE NEVER PERMITTED TO ENTER A ROOM WITHOUT A JUDGE

Judging
· The following are requirements for judges at this year's tournament: 1 judge is required for every 2 Policy/Worlds Teams, 4 LD/PF Teams, 5 Student Congress/IE Competitors.
· Judges cannot combine any obligation except for speech and debate. For example, you can't have a judge cover 1 LD student and 3 PF students. You need two judges to cover your entry in this circumstance.
· All teams must provide judges. If you do not meet your judging requirements, entries will be dropped at the tournament director's discretion.
· All judges must have accurate contact information. This includes both email and phone.
· In general, one year out judges will not be used in the open division unless absolutely necessary. Please note these judges in your registration.
· Judges must be available for ballots during the availability you specify on the website. You may not offer differing times, and you must completely fill your obligation. It is not the tournament's responsibility to figure out your judging responsibilities.
 
[bookmark: _ibw91vxh5txr]

Computer Usage
· Computers are allowed in Policy Debate, Lincoln Douglas Debate and Public Forum Debate. Debaters must have a hard copy of any evidence provided, be able to share electronically, or an extra computer for their competitors to view evidence on. Internet access is allowed during round.
· Computers are allowed in Extemp prep. Students should bring their own laptops. Students should complete their prep inside the
· Computers are allowed in Congressional Debate. Competitors are allowed to access the internet. It is advised that scorers sit in the back to help monitor computer use
· The use of computers is at the risk of the individual competitor. Power strips will not be provided for competitors and students may not rearrange the seating in order to allow access to power. Students are not allowed to use computers that are currently in the classroom. Competitors who unplug devices in a classroom will be disqualified from the tournament. The tournament will not be liable for any computer crashes or technological issues, and students should bring paper copies of evidence and speeches to be prepared for this occurrence.
· Wi-Fi will be available on campus to competitors and judges for the purpose of accessing Tabroom. We ask that users limit their use of this network to ensure it runs smoothly for all competitors and judges. Please consider that your district-issued devices may have protocols, firewalls, or guardian software that may conflict with our guest network firewalls. We advise competitors to sync their files to offline-access when possible. 

AI Policy
· The WSFA acknowledges that Generative AI tools (including chatbots, LLMs, AI agents, search assistants like Google AI Overviews, and automated transcription software) are increasingly utilized in personal, professional, and educational settings.
· WSFA’s policy regarding the use of Generative AI in speech and debate is as follows:
· The use of Generative AI for speech and debate preparation prior to competitions is subject to the following requirements:
· Source Verification: Generative AI may not be used as a primary source for facts or figures. The original, human-generated source must be verified and cited.
· Disclosure: The use of Generative AI for case or speech writing must be disclosed by the competitor during the round when they begin to utilize the AI assisted content.
· Citation: Any direct quotes or paraphrasing from Generative AI must be cited with the specific AI source.
· The use of generative AI during speech and debate rounds and during any timed pre-round preparation (such as Extemporaneous Speaking prep) is prohibited. This prohibition applies to all competitors, judges, and spectators and is intended to preserve competitive equity among participants, educational benefits derived from on-demand, independent critical thinking, and the privacy of all participants under state law.
· For competitors, violation of this policy may result, at a minimum, in forfeiture of the round.



Fees
· Team/Squad Fee: $35 per squad
· Policy: $20 per team
· Worlds: $20 per team
· LD: $15 per debater
· PF: $15 per team
· Congress: $8 per entry
· Speech: $8 per entry
[bookmark: _n8sz753qr5c3]
Squads
· Used to calculate school sweepstakes. One per school, though additional registration beyond this squad is allowed and encouraged!
· Debate: 
· 12 Entries Including Both Divisions à One Policy, Worlds or PF Team = One Entry; One LD or Congress Entry = One Entry 
· Individual Events: 
· 24 IE Entries Including Both Divisions à One student entered in two (2) events = two (2) entries; each dual entry = one (1) entry. 
· A LIST MUST BE PROVIDED AT REGISTRATION ABOUT WHICH COMPETITORS WILL COUNT TOWARDS SCHOOL SWEEPSTAKES IF YOU HAVE OVER THE AMOUNT LISTED FOR A SQUAD. 
 
[bookmark: _z7fh0iif19ze]Sweepstakes and Awards
· Awards Presentation: There will be a short presentation at the end of the tournament. 
· Debate: Awards will be given to the semifinalists and above in each division of debate and quarter finalists will receive recognition. 
· The top three congressional debaters will receive awards. The top presiding officer in each division of Congressional Debate will also receive an award.
· The top three speakers in Policy, Lincoln Douglas, Public Forum, and Worlds will receive awards.
· Individual Events: Trophies will be awarded to the top three speakers in each event and division. Finalists will receive recognition.
· Sweepstakes will be awarded using the following point values: 
	Sweepstakes Points by Event

	Speech Events
	
	Congress
	
	LD --- PF --- Policy --- Worlds

	1st = 10
	
	1st = 15
	
	1st = 20

	2nd = 7
	
	2nd = 12
	
	2nd = 15

	3rd = 5
	
	3rd = 9
	
	Semi-Finalist = 10

	Finalist = 3
	
	Best P.O. = 5
	
	Quarter-Finalist = 7


[bookmark: _6b3bzdbkdddm]

2026 Welcome to the Jungle Schedule
	Friday 11/20 Schedule 

· 3:00 to 3:15 – Registration  In Front of The Library 
· 3:15 to 3:25 – Judge Meeting  Judges Lounge (Library)
· 3:30 to 5:15 – Round 1 Debate
· 3:30 to 5:30 – Congress Session 1 
· 5:30 to 7:15 – Round 2 Debate 
· 6:15 to 8:15 – Congress Session 2 
· 7:30 to 9:15 – Round 3 Debate 

	Saturday 11/21 Schedule

· 7:00 	IE Only Registration  In Front of The Library
· 7:15  	Judge Meeting  Judges Lounge (Library) 
· 7:15  	Extemp Prep --- Room 013
· 7:30 to 8:30	IE Round 1 
· 8:45 to 10:30	Debate Round IV
· 8:45 to 9:45	Congress Session 3A (1 Hour) 
· 10:45 	Extemp Prep --- Room 013
· 11:00 to 12:00 	IE Round 2 
· 12:15 to 2:00	Debate Round V 
· 12:15 to 1:15 	Congress Session 3B (1 Hour)
· 2:15 	Extemp Prep --- Room 013
· 2:30 to 3:30	IE Round 3 
· 3:45 to 5:30	Debate Quarter Finals
· 3:45 to 4:45	Congress Supers Part 1 (1 Hour)
· 5:45 	Extemp Prep --- Room 013
· 6:00 to 7:00	IE Finals 
· 7:15 to 8:15	Debate Semi Finals & Congress Supers Part 2 (1 Hour) 
· 8:30 to 9:30 	Debate Finals
· 8:45	Awards 

	Wi-Fi Information

	Wireless Network Name  SPSNetwork
Username  SPSGuest
Password  gigabyte
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