IE Warm-Up & Rookie Rumble 2026
Ferris High School w/ Mt. Spokane
Dan Sjolund & Jessi Shoemaker, Hosts
3020 E. 37th Avenue
Spokane, WA 99223
E-mail: dansj@spokaneschools.org

The Ferris Saxon and Mt. Spokane Wildcat debate teams cordially invite you to the Open IE Warm-Up & Rookie Rumble 2026 on Oct. 24th at Ferris High School.

OPEN IE Warm-Up Invitation – 23 October 2026
This important opportunity to showcase and practice the delivery of Individual Events will be made up of three rounds of competition. OPEN rounds of competition means that all speakers, regardless of competition level, can compete (novice & varsity).

Although there will not be formal awards for this competition, all competitors will receive rankings for the round and constructive feedback about their speech. The goal of this competition is to move forward the quality of competition in Individual Events in Eastern Washington. If we want to help our students succeed and improve upon their skills, it starts with encouraging them to compete early and often.

PLEASE encourage your students to participate in this important event!

Events:
One division will be offered:  Open-all competitors are welcome!  If a student has experience in debate or IEs or is participating for the first time that student is welcome to compete in Open Individual Events.
Overtime: No penalty should apply if the student falls within the 30-second grace period.  Speaking beyond the 30 second grace period simply means that the student cannot receive first in the round. The only exception is editorial commentary; there is no grace period for that event.
· Extemporaneous: Thirty minutes of prep with 7 minutes of speaking time.  A preparation room and official will be provided.  No prepared material will be permitted in the prep room.  Judges are required to give time signals.
· Original Oratory: No more than 150 words of quoted material.  A manuscript should be available upon the judge’s request.  Memorized delivery.  Ten minutes speaking time. 30 second grace period. No time signals.
· Informative Speaking: Memorized delivery.  Visual aids are a speaker option, usually preferred by most judges.  Eight minutes speaking time.  No time signals.
· Humorous Interpretation: The program presented must be of humorous nature.  Program must be a selection of published prose, poetry, or drama.  The program must be memorized.  Titles and authors must be identified during the program.  Ten minutes speaking time.  No time signals.
· Dramatic Interpretation: The program must be dramatic in nature.  All other rules from HI apply.  No time signals.
· Dual Interpretation: The program presented may be serious or humorous in nature.  Program must be a selection of published prose, poetry, or drama.  The program must be memorized with off-stage focus.  Ten minutes.  No time signals.
· Program Oral Interpretation: POI is a program of thematically linked selections chosen from two or three genres: prose, poetry, drama (plays). At least two pieces of literature that represent at least two separate genres must be used. Unlike the other interpretation events, Program Oral Interpretation may use multiple sources for the program. The title and author of all selections must be verbally identified within the program. The use of a manuscript during the performance is required. Reading from a book or magazine is not permitted. The intact manuscript may be used by the contestant as a prop, so long as it always remains in the contestant’s control. No costumes or props other than the manuscript are permitted. Introduction and transitional material may be memorized. Full movement, including walking, is allowed. Length: The time limit is 10 minutes with a 30-second “grace period.” Should a student go beyond the grace period, the student may not be ranked 1st. Judges are to use accurate (stopwatch function) timing devices. No minimum time is mandated. 
· Impromptu: The contestant has six minutes in which to choose one of three topics, to prepare and organize thoughts, and to speak.  The speaker must state the topic as part of the introduction.  Judges are required to provide time signals.
· Editorial Commentary: The contestant will give a scripted speech that is intended to be an analysis of a news event rather than a running synopsis of the news.  The script should be timed to be between 1:45-2:00 minutes with no grace period.  Any speech under or over time must be ranked one score lower than it would normally have received and cannot receive first.  Students may use a stopwatch to help with time but must maintain eye contact as would be appropriate in a televised commentary
· Tall Tales: This event should be fun. The competitors and audience should enjoy themselves. The competitor who can tell the tallest tale utilizing all three given words, should win the round. Each speaker will be given three words to incorporate into his/her speech. The competitor will then have six (6) minutes to prepare and speak. If the speaker goes over a 30 second grace period, that contestant may not be awarded first place in the round. No minimum time limit.  If a speaker does not incorporate all three words in his/her speech, the speaker will be ranked fifth.  Note- We will offer Tall Tales at the open division only.
· Spoken Word Poetry: Time limit: The maximum time limit is 5 minutes with a 30 second grace period. Memorization: The poem must be memorized and cannot be read from a script or book. Quotations: No more than 150 words of the poem can be direct quotations from other works, and these quotations must be identified in a printed copy of the speech. Introduction: An introduction is optional. Performance: Spoken Word Poetry is meant to be performed aloud and can include rhythmic flow, imagery, word play, gestures, and repetition. Audience: A successful performance will evoke emotion, reflection, or critical thought in the audience.
ROOKIE RUMBLE INVITATION – 24 OCTOBER 2026
Entry Limits:
First come, first serve! When rooms are full, our tournament is full. A school is allowed to enter up to 12 students per squad. This can be any combination of Policy, LD, PF, or Congressional Debate. Schools that have more than 12 novice competitors may submit a second or even third squad. 

Registration:
Please register online at Tabroom.com. http://rriew.tabroom.com/
We must reserve the right to refuse entries once the physical capacity of our facilities has
been met. First come/first served entries guarantee a reserved spot for early registration.
Once the reserved spots have been taken, no other entries will be accepted.
Registration deadline: 
Tuesday, 20 October. 
Please send your entry early! Drops only after Wednesday, Oct. 21. Fees will be assessed as of 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 21. After 5PM on Wednesday, all drops or judge changes must be emailed to dansj@spokaneschools.org

Please notify us of drops prior to competition!

Washington State’s Supervision Requirement
The Washington Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA) requires, and we must
enforce, the presence at all times of a certificated staff member from the same school or
school district, supervising your participants. Failure to comply with this requirement will
result in school forfeiture and dismissal from the tournament.

Food:
Concessions for competitors and student judges: We will offer food concessions at
reasonable prices with a couple of simple meal options, such as sandwiches. We will
also offer snacks options and water bottles. It is not recommended that students leave
campus. The schedule is tight, and if possible, we may start rounds early when all
participants are present.
Coaches and ADULT judges: We will provide you with Friday dinner, Saturday breakfast,
Saturday lunch, as well as snacks and drinks. This is for coaches and adult judges only.

DEBATE: 
We will offer 3 rounds of LD, Public Forum, Worlds, and Policy Debate. We will have 2 sessions of Congressional Debate
Cross Examination Debate

Resolution: 2026-2027 Topic
Resolved: The United States federal government should establish national health insurance in the United States.

Policy debaters will be required to run one of the five novice case areas outlined by the
WSFA and will refrain from running any counterplans. They may only run an
environmental management Kritik. As discussed at the fall meeting, policy novices will be
using the same evidence set in order to encourage a mastery of debate skills instead of
particular arguments. We will be using the NDCA Novice Policy Packet for evidence.

Lincoln Douglas Debate
Resolution: 2026 November/December Topic
Resolved: De-extinction is unethical.

Times: 6-3-7-3-4-6-3 with four (4) minutes of prep time per person.

Public Forum Debate
Resolution: 2026 November Topic
Resolved: European members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization should ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

Times: 4-4-3-4-4-3-3-3-3-2-2 with three (3) minutes of prep time per team.

Worlds Debate




CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE
Congress will coincide with Debate. There will be NO student choice. Best PO will be
chosen by the parliamentarian and the top three speakers in each division will be
determined by judges.

Legislation will be randomized, and the docket will be set prior to competition. We will send out the docket ASAP.

As per WSFA rules, students will be allowed to use computers in round for flowing, note
taking, the reading of speeches and looking up pre-prepared evidence. Internet use will
not be allowed, and scorers will be seated in a way to catch violators of this rule. The use
of computers is at the risk of the individual competitor. Power strips will not be provided
for competitors. Students are not allowed to use computers that are currently in the
classroom. Competitors who unplug objects in a classroom will be disqualified from the
tournament. The tournament will not be liable for any computer crashes or technological
issues, and students should bring paper copies of evidence and speeches to be
prepared for this occurrence.
Legislation:
· The official legislation adopted by the State will be the legislation used for the
tournament. A copy of the legislation is posted on Tabroom.
· Please have your students in Congress bring their own copies of the legislation.
We will try to have a few copies of the legislation in case of emergencies! After all, this is the Rookie Rumble.
· We will follow the docket pre-setting method suggested by the WSFA committee. The docket will be sent to schools by Monday 19 October.

IMPORTANT POLICIES
Please review the Important Policies sheet with your entire team. We cannot hold these
tournaments without procedures that ensure our school and staff that diligent care will be
taken to protect their property.
· We ask that everyone at the tournament—adults, judges, and students— respect
the following rules. Failure to do so may result in disqualification or dismissal from
the tournament. An area will be available for students to gather. Confirm this
area upon checking in each day. Students should not congregate elsewhere
throughout the building.
· Each team is responsible for its own area. Please encourage your teams to be tidy
and to clean up their garbage. This is especially important in the final clean up on
Saturday as we do not have custodians available due to staff shortages. Secure
valuables that belong to you; leave others’ valuables alone.
· Water only is allowed out of the commons area. No other beverages or food are
permitted in classrooms or other areas of the school.
· NO ONE (student or adult) is permitted to sit at teachers’ desks or to borrow
materials (pens, etc.) from a teacher’s supplies. Please do not bother decorative
items or classroom displays. Please only rearrange the furniture as necessary to
hold the round.
· STUDENTS ARE NEVER PERMITTED TO ENTER A ROOM WITHOUT A
JUDGE.

JUDGES
Varsity debaters who are in their junior or senior year will be allowed to judge as well as any
adult judges. The Varsity judges must have two years of experience! (Junior Varsity judges are not permitted.) Please remind your judges that they have the self-esteem of the Rookies in their hands, so we expect them to be responsible, reliable, and dress appropriately. Also, we would like to keep this tournament running quickly and smoothly, so please explain to your varsity debaters and judges that the rounds must begin on time or as soon as the judge arrives. Please refrain from delaying the tournament and rounds by “prepping” students after the judge arrives.
Complaints made to the TAB room about these kinds of infractions could result in teams and/or schools being dropped from the tournament. Each team needs to provide enough judging to cover their entry based on the following formula: 1 judge for every 2 policy teams, 1 judge for every 2 PF teams, 1 judge for every 4 LD entries, 1 judge for every 6 congress entries.
Reminder: If you bring an odd number of entries, you must provide the next higher number of judges. (Example: 3 policy teams = 2 policy judges!)

We look forward to seeing you at the IE Warm-Up on October 23rd Rookie Rumble on October 24th!

Fee Calculations

To calculate the amount due at registration, use the following fee calculation format:
Squad Fee @ 				$35.00
Policy Teams @ 			$20.00
Public Forum Teams @ 		$20.00
Lincoln-Douglas Debaters @ 	$15.00
Congressional Debaters @ 		$ 5.00
TOTAL

*Registration fee will be increased for teams that do not bring enough qualified judges to
cover their entry!

IE Warm-Up Schedule
Friday 10/23
3:00 Registration
3:30 Round I
5:00 Round II
6:30 Round III

Rookie Rumble
Saturday 10/24
7:30 Debate Round I
7:45 Congressional Debate Session I 
9:30 Debate Round II
11:00 Congressional Debate Session II 
12:00 Debate Round III
2:00 Ballots Distributed

