Dear Colleagues: 

The Groves Debate Team cordially invites you and your team to the 37th Annual Wylie E. Groves Falcon Debate Invitational to be held virtually on November 13-15, 2026. Novice and Varsity Policy will run Friday-Sunday, Novice and Varsity Public Forum will run Saturday-Sunday, and Middle School Public Forum and Congressional Debate will run on Saturday only. 

TOPICS:

The National High School Policy Debate Resolution for 2026-2027. 
The November-December 2026 NSDA Public Forum Resolution.

FORMAT:

Open two-person and novice two-person in policy debate. 

We will be requiring that all novice policy teams use the National Debate Coaches Association's (NDCA) packet for novice debaters plus any official updates issued prior to the start of the tournament.

The packet is available at the following link: NDCA Novice Packet.
We will be offering Middle School, Novice, and Varsity Public Forum Debate Divisions.

We will also be offering Novice and Varsity Congressional Divisions. 
For Congressional debate, all bills should be emailed to Ryan Nierman at ryannierman@gmail.com no later than Friday, October 30, 2026 at 11:59PM. All legislation must follow the NSDA Legislation Templates for bill, resolution, and amendment submission. The templates are available at the following link:

Congressional Debate – Legislation Templates | National Speech & Debate Association (speechanddebate.org)
LOGISTICS:

All debates will take place on Online via NSDA Campus and/or Zoom.

TOURNAMENT ENTRY: 
Register on tabroom.com for all divisions by Tuesday, November 10, 2026 at 5 P.M. (EST). 
Registration will open Monday, September 28, 2026 at 10:00 A.M. (EST) for all divisions. 
JUDGES: 

Policy Debate: One qualified judge for every two, 2-person teams or fraction thereof PER DIVISION. Varsity debaters with 2+ years of experience may judge the novice policy division. 
 

Congressional Debate: One judge for every eight entries or fraction thereof. 
Public Forum Debate: One judge for every two, 2-person teams or fraction thereof. Any adult high school graduate, regardless of debate experience, may judge this division. Any junior or senior in high school may judge the novice and/or middle school public forum divisions. Lay judges are encouraged.

Ballots and elimination rounds: Judges are expected to be available to judge one round past their own team's elimination in ALL DIVISIONS. This includes judges hired by a school. 

RULES:

MIFA: The Tab Room/Tournament Administration will not enforce MIFA, NDCA, NSDA or NCFL rules or guidelines regarding disclosure of decisions, reading of evidence, prompting or "tag teaming," paperless debate, or evidence citation. Judges may enforce their own preferences in individual debate rounds so long as they make the debaters aware of them at the beginning of the rounds. 

Prep time will be eight (8) minutes in Policy debate and three (3) minutes per team in Public Forum.

Behavior: The Tournament Administration, upon investigation, reserves the right to remove from the judging pool adjudicators whose personal behavior is inappropriate or offensive. The school which has provided the removed judge will be financially responsible FOR ANY UNCOVERED DEBATES. Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to, leaving the virtual room during speeches including cross-examination; rude or intemperate written or oral comments to debaters; undue familiarity/favoritism shown to a team in a round; evidence of bias or hostility exhibited towards competitors or harassment of any nature. 

FEES:

Policy Debate: $70.00 per two-person team. 
Congressional Debate: $12.00 per debater. 
Middle School Public Forum: $25.00 per two-person team. 
Novice & Varsity Public Forum: $45.00 per two-person team.

We are pleased to announce that we now have the ability to accept online payments.

To submit your online payment, please complete the following steps:

1. Please click on: https://payments.efundsforschools.com/v3/districts/56264
2. Scroll down and select “Pay for Groves Debate Tournament”

3. Click on “Continue as Guest”

4. Enter the amount that you owe and complete the payment process. There will be a small convenience fee charged as checkout.
If you unable to pay electronically, you may pay by check. Please make all checks payable to Groves Debate, NOT John Lawson or Ryan Nierman. 

Please mail all checks to:

Attn: John Lawson

Wylie E. Groves High School

20500 W 13 Mile Rd

Beverly Hills, MI 48025

Fees must be paid or verification of check request/PO must be received by November 10, 2026. Please note that team and/or judge drops may result in an additional fee being due after original check has been received. 

If you are a new program or are undergoing severe financial difficulties, please contact us regarding a reduced financial commitment. UDL debate programs do not have to pay entry fees, but they are responsible for meeting judging commitments or hiring judges.  

AWARDS:
Speaker awards will be given out based on the number of entries in each division. All teams reaching elimination rounds in each division will receive awards. Presiding officers in Congressional debate will receive a gavel. 

SCHEDULES:

PLEASE NOTE ALL TIMES ARE IN EASTERN STANDARD TIME.

Policy Schedule
Friday: 
Online Check-In - 3:30 P.M. – 4:15 P.M.

Round 1 – 5:00 P.M. 

Round 2 – 7:30 P.M.
Saturday:
Pairings Available: 9:30 A.M.

Round 3 - 10:00 A.M.

Lunch – 12:00 P.M.

Round 4 –1:00 P.M.

Round 5 - 3:45 P.M.
Dinner Break – 5:45 P.M. 

Round 6 – 7:00P.M.
Sunday:
Pairings Available: 9:30 A.M.

First Elim: 10:00 A.M.

Second Elim: 12:45 P.M.

Third Elim: 3:30 P.M.

Fourth Elim: 6:15 P.M. 
Middle School Public Forum Schedule

Saturday:

Online Confirmation - 8:30 A.M. – 9:00 A.M.

Opening Judging Meeting on Zoom - 9:00 A.M.

Round 1 – 10:00 A.M.

Round 2 – 11:15 A.M.

Lunch - 12:30 P.M.

Round 3 – 1:30 P.M.

Round 4 – 2:45 P.M.

First Elim – 4:00 P.M.

Second Elim – 5:15 P.M.

Dinner - 6:30 P.M.
Third Elim: 7:30 P.M.

Novice & Varsity Public Forum Schedule

Saturday:

Online Confirmation - 8:30 A.M. – 9:00 A.M.
Opening Judging Meeting on Zoom - 9:00 A.M.

Round 1 – 10:00 A.M.

Round 2 – 11:15 A.M.

Lunch - 12:30 P.M.

Round 3 – 1:30 P.M.

Round 4 – 2:45 P.M.

Round 5 – 4:00 P.M.

Round 6 – 5:15 P.M.

Dinner - 6:30 P.M.

First Elim: 7:30 P.M.
Sunday:

Pairings Available: 9:30 A.M.

Second Elim: 10:00 A.M.
Third Elim: 11:30 A.M.
Fourth Elim: 1:00 P.M. 
Congressional Schedule
Saturday:
Online Confirmation - 8:30 A.M. – 9:00 A.M.
Round 1 – 10:00 A.M.
Lunch - 12:00 P.M.
Round 2 – 12:45 P.M.

Semis (if necessary) - 3:15 P.M.

Super Session – 5:45 P.M.

Hired Judges:
A limited number of hired judges for Policy Debate are available at $55/round. 
A limited number of hired judges for Public Forum are available for $40/round. 
A Congressional judge may be hired for $180. 

Entry:
Deadline for entry is Tuesday, November 10, 2026 by 5 P.M. (EST). Please enter via Tabroom for all divisions.
Drops:
Drops after 5 P.M. (EST) on Tuesday, November 10, 2026 will be assessed their original fees. Drops which involve judges hired at the coaches' request by the tournament will be assessed their full fee for the judge regardless of the time at which the drop occurs.

We look forward to hosting you virtually on November 13-15, 2026. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out.

Ryan Nierman, Ph.D.
Co-Director of Debate
Email: ryannierman@gmail.com
Cell: 248-892-7161

John Lawson, J.D.
Co-Director of Debate 
Email: jlawson@birmingham.k12.mi.us
Cell: 248-310-5909

Brad Meloche
Assistant Director of Debate
