
Heart of Texas 
Invitational 2026 

 

  

 
 

Tournament Program 
Table of Contents 

 
FAQ 
Best “Texas” radio stations 
Free Swag 
Historical CX brackets  
Historical LD brackets 
Past LD and CX winners and top speakers 
Restroom locations 
Tim’s Top 10 Dining Options 
College Preview Program 
St. Mark’s Campus Maps 

 



How do I get on the internet? 

network: StMguest 

password: Lions2021 

Is there food? 

Yes, free food for everyone in the Great Hall. Coaches Lounge with additional snacks in Nearburg 114 

Friday Breakfast 9-10:00, Lunch 11:30-1:30,  

Saturday Breakfast 9-10:00, Lunch 11:30-1:30,  

Snacks at random intervals 

How do I contact the tabroom? 

If you have issues during the tournament please email the relevant event via gmail: 

hotlddebate@gmail.com  

hotcxdebate@gmail.com 

hotwsddebate@gmail.com 

 

cx works for ncx, hoe down and vcx 

ld works for vld and ld hoe down 

If email just won’t do and you need to speak to a human, the tabroom is in H112 (Hoffman). 

Do we really get 10 minutes of prep in CX? 

Yes, CX time limits are 8-5-3 with 10 minutes prep. 

My debate is online. Where should I go to judge it? 

Our campus has a lot of small areas that are pretty good to hang out in, especially 

in Centennial and Science.  

 

 

 

mailto:hotlddebate@gmail.com
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Best “Texas” radio stations 
in the area 

95.3 the range 
95.9 the ranch (this one is in Ft. Worth and so it will 
come in great when you are at the airport but the closer 
you get to St. Mark’s the more the reception will get 
dicey) 
 



There is FREE SWAG 
 
When you come onto campus you can pick up a T-Shirt, 
free water bottles and a timer.  
 
If you forgot flow paper we can give you some. 
If your laptop breaks down we can loan you one. 
If you forgot your speaking stand we can lend you one. 
If you forgot your pens we can give you one. 
(SUPPLIES LIMITED) 
If you need these things or missed stuff in the morning 
on Friday come to H112 
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Bracket  Heart of Texas Invitational  

Doubles (32) Octas (16) Quarters (8) Semis (4) Finals (2) C

1.  Woodward MR
Woodward MR

Woodward MR

Woodward MR

Montgomery
Bell BH

M
BH
Ba
Ha

 

17.  Coppell DR
Greenhill LW

16.  Greenhill LW

9.  Hendrickson GS
Hendrickson GS

Hendrickson GS
24.  Harker HK

25.  Peninsula AL
Dallas Highland Park ML

8.  Dallas Highland Park ML

5.  New Trier EK
New Trier EK

New Trier EK

Greenhill AE

28.  Niles West FW

21.  Kapaun Mount Carmel DR
Kapaun Mount Carmel DR

12.  Jesuit CP HM

13.  McQueen RR
Blue Valley Southwest SL

Greenhill AE
20.  Blue Valley Southwest SL

 
Greenhill AE

4.  Greenhill AE

3.  Montgomery Bell GB
Montgomery Bell GB

Montgomery
Bell GB

Montgomery
Bell GB

 

19.  Barstow TD
Westminster RB

14.  Westminster RB

11.  Washburn Rural BP
Washburn Rural BP

Washburn Rural
BP

22.  Jesuit CP TH

27.  Westminster DA
New Trier AK

6.  New Trier AK

7.  Washburn Rural KP
Washburn Rural KP

Peninsula ST

Montgomery
Bell BH

26.  Barstow SF

23.  Hebron LB
Peninsula ST

10.  Peninsula ST

15.  Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart A Carrollton School of the Sacred
Heart AD Montgomery

Bell BH
18.  Niles North LI

 
Montgomery Bell BH

2.  Montgomery Bell BH
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BRACKET FOR PD  Return to web publish

Doubles (32) Octas (16) Quarters (8) Semis (4) Finals (2)
Champion
(1)

1.  Montgomery Bell GH Montgomery Bell
GH Montgomery Bell

GH

Montgomery
Bell GH

Woodward
SP

Greenhill
EG

 

17.  Harker HO
Harker HO

16.  Shawnee Mission Northwest KO

9.  Niles West GS
Niles West GS

Niles West GS
24.  Peninsula AS

25.  Barstow DT
Kent Denver KK

8.  Kent Denver KK

5.  Woodward SP
Woodward SP

Woodward SP

Woodward
SP

 

21.  New Trier EK Liberal Arts and
Science AV12.  Liberal Arts and Science AV

13.  Highland Park (Dallas) MK Glenbrook South
GS

Glenbrook South
GS

20.  Glenbrook South GS

 Kapaun Mount
Carmel LP4.  Kapaun Mount Carmel LP

3.  Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart Carrollton School
of the Sacred
Heart GB Carrollton School

of the Sacred
Heart GB

Greenhill EG

Greenhill
EG

 

19.  Niles North LL
Hebron KN

14.  Hebron KN

11.  Peninsula JK
Peninsula JK

Greenhill EG
22.  Glenbrook South KR

 
Greenhill EG

6.  Greenhill EG

7.  Polytechnic HW
Polytechnic HW

Greenhill KW

Montgomery
Bell BJ

 

23.  Greenhill KW
Greenhill KW

10.  Westwood GN

15.  Brophy CP GS Carrollton School
of the Sacred
Heart AD Montgomery Bell

BJ
18.  Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart 

 Montgomery Bell
BJ2.  Montgomery Bell BJ
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Champion
(1)

1.  Greenhill KS
Greenhill KS

Greenhill KS

Damien MP

Damien
MP

Peninsula
TW

 

17.  Jesuit LV Montgomery Bell
GJ16.  Montgomery Bell GJ

9.  Notre Dame HS - Sherman Oaks AR Notre Dame HS -
Sherman Oaks AR

Damien MP 

 
Damien MP

8.  Damien MP

5.  Kapaun Mount Carmel EH Kapaun Mount
Carmel EH

Highland Park
(Dallas) CM

Highland
Park (Dallas)
CM

 

21.  Blue Valley West BN Highland Park
(Dallas) CM12.  Highland Park (Dallas) CM

13.  Kinkaid BR
Kinkaid BR

Montgomery Bell
JC

20.  Niles West BG

 Montgomery Bell
JC4.  Montgomery Bell JC

3.  Montgomery Bell RK Montgomery Bell
RK

Montgomery Bell
RK

Montgomery
Bell RK

Peninsula
TW

 

19.  Calhoun BK Montgomery Bell
BH14.  Montgomery Bell BH

11.  Meadows NB
Meadows NB

Carrollton School
of the Sacred
Heart BG

22.  Peninsula JK

 Carrollton School
of the Sacred
Heart BG6.  Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart…

7.  Liberal Arts and Science MS Liberal Arts and
Science MS

New Trier BW

Peninsula TW

 

23.  Westminster DG
New Trier BW

10.  New Trier BW

15.  Woodward AS
Woodward AS

Peninsula TW
18.  Glenbrook South SB

 
Peninsula TW

2.  Peninsula TW
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Doubles (32) Octas (16) Quarters (8) Semis (4) Finals (2)
Champion
(1)

1.  Glenbrook South RS Glenbrook South
RS

Little Rock
Central WW

Little Rock
Central WW

Little Rock
Central
WW

Little
Rock
Central
WW

 

17.  Kinkaid RR Little Rock Central
WW16.  Little Rock Central WW

9.  Austin SFA OE
Austin SFA OE

Austin SFA OE
24.  Lexington CD

25.  Homewood-Flossmoor LH Homewood-
Flossmoor LH8.  Rowland Hall-St. Mark's LL

5.  College Prep MJ
College Prep MJ

Liberal Arts and
Science Academy
- LBJ MS

Notre Dame
PC

28.  Highland Park (Dallas) CP

21.  Liberal Arts and Science Academy - LBJ M… Liberal Arts and
Science Academy
- LBJ MS12.  Liberal Arts and Science Academy - LBJ C…

13.  Notre Dame PC
Notre Dame PC

Notre Dame PC
20.  Glenbrook North LM

 
Pace FM

4.  Pace FM

3.  Glenbrook North CR Glenbrook North
CR

Glenbrook North
CR

Westminster
Schools CK

Glenbrook
North JT

 

19.  New Trier BK Glenbrook South
CA14.  Glenbrook South CA

11.  Niles West GG
Niles West GG

Westminster
Schools CK

22.  Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart C…

27.  Niles North BB Westminster
Schools CK6.  Westminster Schools CK

7.  Glenbrook North JT Glenbrook North
JT

Glenbrook North
JT

Glenbrook
North JT

26.  Lexington SM

23.  New Trier WB Montgomery Bell
CJ10.  Montgomery Bell CJ

15.  Law Magnet GT Montgomery Bell
RK

Peninsula TW18.  Montgomery Bell RK

 
Peninsula TW

2.  Peninsula TW
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1. Caddo Magnet
MC Caddo Magnet

MC
Caddo
Magnet MC

Caddo
Magnet MC

Austin SFA
EE

Westminster
Schools FG

17. Shawnee
Mission East WD

Shawnee
Mission East
WD16. Coppell GS

9. Damien LL
Damien LL

Damien LL

24. Midway BC
25. Glenbrook
South AK

Niles North WO
8. Niles North
WO
5. Greenhill DJ Greenhill DJ

Greenhill
DJ

Austin SFA
EE

21. Pace FL
Rowland Hall-St.
Mark's KL

12. Rowland
Hall-St. Mark's
KL
13. Westminster
Schools KH Westminster

Schools KH Austin SFA
EE

20. Glenbrook
South DR

Austin SFA EE4. Austin SFA EE
3. Westminster
Schools FG Westminster

Schools FG

Westminster
Schools FG

Westminster
Schools FG

Westminster
Schools FG

19. Liberal Arts
and Science
Academy - LBJ
CY

Liberal Arts and
Science
Academy - LBJ
CY14. Homewood-

Flossmoor FR
11. Pace LS

Jenks DR

Jenks DR

22. Jenks DR
27. Glenbrook
South CS

Katy Taylor AL
6. Katy Taylor
AL
7. Glenbrook
North ST Glenbrook North

ST
Glenbrook
North ST

26. Glenbrook
North CS
23. Niles West
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Heart of Texas
St. Mark's School of Texas, Dallas

October 18-20, 2013

1 Polytechnic AA  (Lev Asimov & Julia Alison)

2 Highland Park (TX) HS  (Holmes Hampton & Vinaik Sundaresan)

3 Lexington KF  (Arjun Krishnan & Katie Fraser)

4 Bishop Guertin ID  (Ben Iuliano & Michael Demers)

5 Glenbrook South CM  (Chris Callahan & Brent Mitchell)

6 Pine Crest Prep LM  (Joel Levy & Michael McCue)

7 Westminster Schools BG  (Colin Basco & Naman Gupta)

8 Niles West NP  (Theo Noparstak & Vinay Patel)

9 Stratford Academy OS  (Dylan Ogle & Hemanth Sanjeev)

10 Glenbrook North CH  (Derek Choi & Kimberly Hill)

11 Glenbrook North DK  (Thomas Donovan & Natalie Knez)

12 C.E. Byrd GN  (Sam Gustavson & Joshua Nabors)

13 Greenhill JD  (Ricardo Jaramillo & Sohum Daftary)

14 Carrollton Sacrd Hrt GR  (Madison Gonzalez & Miranda Ryshawy)

15 Westminster FM  (Saul Forman & Mallika Madhusudan)

16 Coppell BJ  (Matthew Ballard & Amir Javeri)

17 Pace Academy HP  (Erik Howard & Anshuman Parikh)

18 Whitney Young DS  (Jeron Dastrup & Kat Sears)

19 Glenbrook North MT  (Ethan Matlin & Joshua Tashma)

20 Westwood BC  (Sam Bhagwandin & Alvin Chen)

21 Glenbrook South CK  (Chris Coleman & Harrison Kenner)

22 Notre Dame AB  (Harry Aaronson & Aron Berger)

23 College Prep YB  (Myka Yamasaki & Jacob Bishop)

24 Damien MR  (David Munoz & Javier Reyes)

25 Lexington AX  (Zaki Atia & Kevin Xie)

26 Damien LL  (Matthew Luevano & Christian Lansang)

27 Westwood JR  (Varun Jaladi & Varun Reddy)

28 Westminster HL  (Dillon Hall & Eileen Li)

29 College Prep GA  (Oliver Givan & Kevin Attiyeh)
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Division: PD



Heart of Texas
St. Mark's School of Texas, Dallas

October 19-21, 2012

1 Carrollton Sacred Hrt DS  (Mary Darmody & Francis Swanson)

2 Glenbrook North SK  (Nathaniel Sawyer & Natalie Knez)

3 Kinkaid RT  (Zach Rosenthal & Humza Tariq)

4 Pace Academy CK  (Paula Cheng & Brian Klarman)

5 Stratford Academy JS  (Andrew Jones & Hemanth Sanjeev)

6 Pace Academy ES  (Jordan Epstein & Victor Skenderi)

7 Greenhill PS  (Benjamin Packer & Andrew Spomer)

8 New Trier MC  (Jack Manchester & Eric Chen)

9 Glenbrook South SW  (Robert Shaw & Ben Wolch)

10 Blake MS  (Kentucky Morrow & Apurv Shekhar)

11 Whitney Young  DV  (Jeron Dastrup & John Vitzileos)

12 College Prep GY  (Elsa Givan & Nicholas Yan)

13 Westminster HB  (Dillon Hall & Colin Basco)

14 Glenbrook North DM  (Thomas Donovan & Ethan Matlin)

15 Greenhill RG  (Meg Ranganathan & Arjun Gupta)

16 Glenbrook North CT  (Derek Choi & Joshua Tashma)

17 Hendrickson SB  (Pedro Segura & Andrew Barron)

18 Westminster  LP  (Eileen Li & James Pavur)

19 Woodward  SD  (Karthik Srinivasan & Alex Duner)

20 Liberal Arts & Sci HS  (Lisa Hsi & Yesha Shah)

21 Kinkaid MJ  (Ben Mitchell & Ali Jamal)

22 Notre Dame DB  (Ken DeJohn & Aron Berger)

23 Westwood PJ  (Vamsi Potluri & Varun Jaladi)

24 Highland Park WW  (Robert Wyde & Reid Wyde)

25 Lexington FK  (Katie Fraser & Arjun Krishnan)

26 Univ of Chicago GY  (Mia Gil-Epner & Alice Yu)

27 Pembroke Hill LF  (Cianan Lesley & Raymond Fang)

28 Carrollton Sacred Hrt AR  (Meredith Angueira & Miranda Ryshawy)

29 Berkeley Prep DX  (Robert Danco & Yunhan Xu)

30 Crosby GL  (Jacob Gonzales & Ashley Lance)
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Heart of Texas Invitational
St. Mark's School of Texas

October 14-16, 2011

1 Georgetown Day HS  (David Herman & Isaac Stanley-Becker)

2 Greenhill SU  (Lyall Stuart & Azhar Unwala)

3 Lexington CF  (Bennett Clifford & James Fraser)

4 Woodward Academy SS  (Jason Sigalos & Rahim Shakoor)

5 Iowa City West DH  (Jeffrey Ding & Liam Hancock)

6 Glenbrook South HJ  (Jacob Hurwitz & Marc Jacome)

7 Mountain Brook MS  (Evan McCarty & Philippa Straus)

8 Stratford Academy JS  (Andrew Jones & Hemanth Sanjeev)

9 Dunwoody GH  (Robert Galerstein & Hayley Hopkins)

10 Pace Academy KS  (Brian Klarman & Lauren Sukin)

11 Glenbrook North BS  (Rachel Boroditsky & Nathaniel Sawyer)

12 Carrollton Sacred Hrt DS  (Mary Darmondy & Francis Swanson)

13 Chattahoochee CK  (Will Caplan & Viveth Karthikeyan)

14 Homewood-Flossmoor GS  (Donald Grasse & Margaret Strong)

15 Kinkaid RM  (Zach Rosenthal & Ben Mitchell)

16 Edina SS  (Mimi Sergent-Leventhal & Erin Sielaff)

17 Westminster XW  (Willy Xiao & Robel Worku)

18 Shawnee Mission East CH  (Chris Carey & Michael Hill)

19 Juan Diego IR  (Richard Idriss & Kathryn Roberts)

20 Carrollton Sacred Hrt UV  (Fabiola Urdaneta & Vale Villa)

21 Damien MM  (Richard Mancuso & Nicolas McAfee)

22 Pine Crest RM  (David Rubin & Matthew Marcus)

23 Winston Churchill BiLi  (Max Birnbaum & Adam Lipton)

24 New Trier PN  (Nathan Phillip Bennett & John Neaylon)

25 Marquette University CT  (Matt Cekanor & Tyler Thur)

26 Little Rock Central SW  (Daniel Schexnayder & Ian Wren)

27 Pace Academy ES  (Jordan Epstein & Victor Skenderi)

28 Homewood-Flossmoor CG  (Rufus Coates-Welsh & Adam Griesbach)

29 Damien PD  (Liam P O'Mahony & Jack D Lassiter)

30 Highland Park (TX) WS  (Robert Wyde & Tyler Shearer)

31 Meadows SR  (Nathaniel Saxe & Josh Reisman)
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Division: PD



Heart of Texas Invitational
St. Mark's School of Texas

October 15-17, 2010

1 College Prep PY  (Vinay Pai & Tatsuro Yamamura)

2 Carrollton DU  (Anna Dimitrijevic & Fabiola Urdaneta)

3 Westminster Schools AT  (Ellis Allen & Daniel Taylor)

4 Glenbrook North PP  (Alex Pappas & Zack Parker)

5 Gulliver Prep TA  (Jorge Toledo & Greg Adler)

6 Damien GF  (Pablo Gannon & Nadeem Farooqi)

7 Jesuit College Prep GM  (Ryan Gorman & Sullivan McCormick)

8 Notre Dame TD  (Morgan Titcher & Jake De Filippis)

9 Greenhill BS  (Akshay Bhushan & Lyall Stuart)

10 Kinkaid bb  (robert baldwin & nikhil bontha)

11 Westminster Schools MD  (Julia Marshall & Ayush Dayal)

12 Greenhill PP  (Christian Patterson & Kush Patel)

13 Lexington SC  (Michael Suo & Jack Caporal)

14 Lexington VE  (Arjun Vellayappan & Tyler Engler)

15 Coppell HK  (Drew Hull & Priyanka Krishnamurthy)

16 Westwood KL  (Alexis Kostun & Austin Louden)

17 Edina SS  (Mimi Sergent-Leventhal & Erin Sielaff)

18 Glenbrook South ST  (Tyler Salathe & Donald Thibeau)

19 Greenhill BU  (Sankalp Banerjee & Azhar Unwala)

20 Kinkaid Rd  (Zach Rosenthal & vivek datla)

21 Westminster Schools MW  (Will Morgan & Robel Worku)

22 Montgomery Bell HS  (Kelly Haselton & Jesse Suh)

23 New Trier Township KC  (Teddy Kontopoulos & Eric Chen)

24 Cathedral Prep WH  (Kevin Ward & Matt Harkins)

25 Pembroke Hill HV  (Thomas Hodgman & Mihir Vedantam)

26 Heritage Hall HS  (Philip Holsted & Cooper Shear)

27 Meadows SW  (Spenser Silbey & Michael Wang)
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The Heart of Texas Invitational  
Past Policy Debate Champions 

 
1984:  Glenbrook North High School Northbrook, Illinois Sam Han and Sean Berkowitz 
1985:  Glenbrook North High School Northbrook, Illinois Brian Kramer and Robert Unikel 
1986:  Stuyvesant High School New York, New York Hana Rosin and David Coleman 
1987:  Westminster Schools Atlanta, Georgia David Massey and David Ball 
1988:  John F. Kennedy High School Richmond, California Colin Kahl and Todd Court 
1989:  Brophy College Preparatory School Phoenix, Arizona Spencer Insolia and Dan Lewis 
1990:  Lexington High School Lexington, Massachusetts John Goldblatt and Bryan Santucci 
1991:  Greenhill School Dallas, Texas Rohit Kumar and Matt Bowker 
1992:  Lexington High School Lexington, Massachusetts Dan Marx and Josh McCarthy 
1993: Greenhill School Dallas, Texas Doug Moore and Andy Szygenda  
1994: McCullough High School The Woodlands, Texas Michelle Gajda and Stefan Cencarik  
1995: Glenbrook North High School Northbrook, Illinois Adam Hurder and Larry Heffman  
1996: Iowa City West High School Iowa City, Iowa Emily Wynes and Will Toomey  
1997: Glenbrook North High School Northbrook, Illinois Jordan Hurder and Andrew Silverman  
1998: Lexington High School Lexington, Massachusetts Yoni Cohen & Josh Lynn  
1999: Glenbrook North High School Northbrook, Illinois Michael Lewis & Dan Shalmon 
2000: St. Thomas Academy Mendota Heights, MN Darrin Gamradt and Scott Phillips  
2001: Pace Academy Atlanta, Georgia Bob Allen and Brian Smith  
2002: Caddo Magnet Shreveport, Louisiana Jason Larey and Jonathan Zweig  
2003: Colleyville-Heritage Colleyville, Texas Jonathan Lewis and Jason Murray  
2004: the kinkaid school Houston, Texas Nick Miller and David Roosth  
2005: Georgetown Day School Washington, D.C. James Brockway and Zack Beauchamp  
2006: Westminster Schools Atlanta, Georgia Stephen Weil and Anshu Sathian  
2007: Pace Academy Atlanta, Georgia Jennifer Armstrong and Peyton Lee  
2008: Westminster Schools Atlanta, Georgia Stephen Weil and Anshu Sathian  
2009: Glenbrook North Northbrook, IL Flynn Makuch and Alex Pappas 
2010: Westminster Schools Atlanta, Georgia Ellis Allen and Daniel Taylor 
2011: Woodward Academy Atlanta, Georgia Jason Sigalos and Rahim Shakoor 
2012:  Greenhill School Dallas, Texas Benjamin Packer and Andrew Spomer 
2013:  Stratford Academy Macon, Georgia Dylan Ogle and Hemanth Sanjeev 
2014:  Westminster Schools Atlanta, Georgia Saul Forman and Naman Gupta 
2015:  Little Rock Central Little Rock, Arkansas Darrin Williams and Payton Woods 
2016: Peninsula Palos Verdes, California Raam Tambe and Jerry Wang 
2017:  Greenhill School Dallas, Texas Christopher Eckert and Samuel Grimsley 
2018:  Montgomery Bell Academy Nashville, Tennessee Aden Barton and Julian Habermann 
2019:  Montgomery Bell Academy Nashville, Tennessee Aden Barton and Sam Meacham 
2020-1: North Broward Prepatory School Coconut Creek, Florida Akash Deo and Sebastian Rabbini 
2021:  Montgomery Bell Academy Nashville, Tennessee Chanden Climaco and Jack Pacconi  
2022: Liberal Arts and Science Co-Champions, Austin, Texas Alexandrea Huang and Sam Church, 
Eleanor Barrett and Lucy Loehr 
2023:  Montgomery Bell Academy Nashville, Tennessee Raleigh Maxwell and Cy Turner 
2024: Liberal Arts and Science, Austin, Texas Christian Bohmer and Anita Sosa 
2025:  Montgomery Bell Academy Nashville, Tennessee Res Seibels and Oliver Johnston 
 
 
 



The Heart of Texas Invitational  
Past Policy Debate Top Speakers 

 
1984: Elizabeth Jones Hockaday School Dallas, Texas  
1985: Chris Landgraff Westminster Schools Atlanta, Georgia  
1986: Dale Britton Memorial High School Houston, Texas  
1987: David Massey Westminster Schools Atlanta, Georgia  
1988: Matt Shors Roosevelt High School DesMoines. Iowa  
1989: Dan Lewis Brophy College Preparatory School Phoenix, Arizona  
1990: Steven Andrews Jefferson Science High School Alexandria Virginia  
1991: Marc Stein Tom C. Clark High School San Antonio, Texas  
1992: Dan Marx Lexington High School Lexington, Massachusettes  
1993: Demetrias Lambrinos Cathedral School El Paso, Texas  
1994: George Kouros Niles West High School Skokie, Illinois  
1995: Ryan Sparacino Edison High School Alexandria, Virginia  
1996: Andy Ryan Caddo Magnet High School Shreveport, Louisiana  
1997: Alex Berger Georgetown Day School Washington, D.C.  
1998: Ryan Clough Piedmont High School Piedmont, California  
1999: Ben Thorpe Pace Academy Atlanta, Georgia  
2000: Stacey Nathan Glenbrook North Northbrook, Illinois  
2001: Stephen Chaudoin Westminster Schools Atlanta, Georgia  
2002: Mike Gentile Georgetown Day School Washington, D.C.  
2003: Jake Ziering Glenbrook North High School Northbrook, IL  
2004: Sam Crichton Caddo-Magnet Shreveport, Louisiana  
2005: Matt Andrews Greenhill School Dallas, Texas  
2006: Stephen Weil Westminster Schools Atlanta, Georgia  
2007: Ryan Beiermeister The Kinkaid School Houston, Texas 
2008: Peyton Lee Pace Academy Atlanta, Georgia  
2009: Ellis Allen Westminster Schools Atlanta, Georgia 
2010: Anna Dimitrijevic Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart Miami, Florida 
2011: Jason Sigalos Woodward Academy, Atlanta, Georgia 
2012: Humza Tariq The Kinkaid School Houston, Texas 
2013: Hemanth Sanjeev Stratford Academy Macon, Georgia 
2014: Naman Gupta Westminster Schools Atlanta, Georgia 
2015: Reid  Funston Pace Academy Atlanta, Georgia  
2016: Raam Tambe Peninsula Palos Verdes, California 
2017: Aden Barton Montgomery Bell Academy Nashville, Tennessee 
2018: Aden Barton Montgomery Bell Academy Nashville, Tennessee 
2019: Aden Barton Montgomery Bell Academy Nashville, Tennessee 
2020-21: Gabe Chung-Deutsch Minneapolis South High School, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
2021: Serena Rupp Lawrence Free State High School, Lawrence, Kansas  
2022: Alexandrea Huang Liberal Arts and Science, Austin, Texas  
2023: Kavneer Majhail Montgomery Bell Academy Nashville, Tennessee 
2024: Rory Liu Greenhill School Dallas, Texas  
2025: Russell Howard Montgomery Bell Academy Nashville, Tennessee 
 
 
 
 



The Heart of Texas Invitational 
Past Lincoln-Douglas Debate Champions 

 
1985: Joey Profaizer and Cherrie Daniels (tie) Plano Senior High School Plano, Texas  
1986: Laurie Belin Valley High School West DesMoines, Iowa  
1987: Brian Hebert St. Thomas More School, Lafayette Louisiana 
1988: Heath Dixon Plano East Senior High School Plano, Texas  
1989: Ashley Chaffin Plano East Senior High School Plano, Texas  
1990: Jeff Nicodemus Newman Smith High School Carrollton, Texas  
1991: John Williams Plano Senior High School Plano, Texas  
1992: Jason Baldwin Vestavia Hills High School Birmingham, Alabama  
1993: Claire Carman Vestavia Hills High School Birmingham, Alabama  
1994: Jonathan Carr St. James School Montgomery, Alabama  
1995: Will Hayes Klein High School Houston, Texas  
1996: Craig Rice Iowa City West High School Iowa City, Iowa  
1997: Alex Gomez Palmetto Senior High School Miami, Florida  
1998: Tom Zimpleman Valley High School West Des Moines, Iowa  
1999: Tom Pryor Hopkins High School Minnetonka, Minnesota  
2000: Tommy Clancy Westwood High School Houston, Texas  
2001: Kelsey Olson Apple Valley High School Apple Valley, Minnesota  
2002: Sam Duby Greenhill School Dallas, Texas  
2003: John McKay Menlo-Atherton Menlo Park, California  
2004: Adwait Parker Paul D. Shreiber Port Washington, New York  
2005: Ryan Cooper Westlake High School Austin, Texas  
2006: Patrick Diehl Lynbrook High School San Jose, California  
2007: Chris Theis Apple Valley High School Apple Valley, Minnesota  
2008: Chris Theis Apple Valley High School Apple Valley, Minnesota  
2009: Larry Liu Indian Springs Pelham, Alabama  
2010: Shawn Tuteja: The Altamont School Birmingham, Alabama 
2011: Sarah Sachs College Prep School Oakland, California 
2012: Travis Chen Palo Alto High School Palo Alto, California 
2013: Akhil Gandra Westwood High School Austin, Texas 
2014: Akhil Jalan and Arjun Tambe (close out) Peninsula High School Rolling Hills Estates, California 
2015: Bennett Eckert, Graham Baker, Varad Agarwalla (close out) Greenhill School Dallas, Texas  
2016: Richard Cook Strake Jesuit College Prep Houston, Texas  
2017: Shruthi Krishnan, Anna Meyers (close out) Greenhill School Dallas, Texas  
2018: Ari Davidson Harvard-Westlake Los Angeles, California  
2019: Alexandra Mork Harvard-Westlake Los Angeles, California  
2020-21: Deven Shah Harker School, San Jose, California 
2021 Deven Shah Harker School, San Jose, California 
2022: Justin Wen Strake Jesuit College Prep, Houston, Texas 
2023: Wyeth Renwick Marlborough, Los Angeles, California 
2024: Sarah Koshy Greenhill School Dallas, Texas  
2025: Olivia Ohr Marlborough, Los Angeles, California 
 
 
 
 

The Heart of Texas Invitational  
Past Lincoln Douglas Debate Top Speakers 

 
 

1985: Joey Profaizer Plano Senior High School Plano, Texas 
1986: Chad Forsberg Plano Senior High School Plano, Texas  
1987: Carolyn Nedder Whalert High School Whalert, Iowa  
1988: Aaron Suder Plano East Senior High School Plano, Texas  
1989: Shalini Ramanathan Newman Smith High School Carrollton, Texas  
1990: Jason Baldwin Vestavia Hills High School Birmingham, Alabama  
1991: Steve Hunter Homewood High School Homewood, Alabama  
1992: Rick de los Reyes Klein High School Houston, Texas  



1993: Claire Carman Vestavia Hills High School Birmingham, Alabama  
1994: Jonathan Carr St. James School Montgomery, Alabama  
1995: Will Hayes Klein High School Houston, Texas  
1996: Ari Simon Valley High School West DesMoines, Iowa  
1997: Marc Wallenstein Greenhill School Dallas, Texas  
1998: Emily Pryor Hopkins High School Minnetonka, Minnesota  
1999: Noah Grabowitz Hendrick Hudson High School Montrose, New York 
2000: Steve Pattyn Westwood High School Houston, Texas  
2001: Bryce Adams R.L. Turner Carrollton, Texas 
2002: Alan Zhai Plano West Senior High School Plano, Texas  
2003: Stephanie Bell Valley High School West Des Moines, Iowa  
2004: Adwait Parker Paul D. Shreiber Port Washington, New York  
2005: Prashant Rai Mountain View High School Mountain View, California  
2006: Patrick Diehl Lynbrook High School San Jose, California  
2007: Daniel Moerner Los Altos High School Los Altos, California  
2008: Chris Theis Apple Valley High School Apple Valley, Minnesota  
2009: Josh Roberts Northland Christian Houston, Texas  
2010: Hunter Lewis Memorial High School Houston, Texas 
2011: Ryan Fink The Meadows School Las Vegas, Nevada 
2012: Sam Mathews Kent Denver School Englewood, Colorado 
2013: Pranav Reddy The Harker School San Jose, California 
2014: Akhil Jalan Peninsula High School Rolling Hills Estates, California 
2015: Bennett Eckert Greenhill School Dallas, Texas  
2016: Richard Cook Strake Jesuit College Prep Houston, Texas  
2017: Shruthi Krishnan Greenhill School Dallas, Texas  
2018: Joe Sesh Anderson High School Austin, Texas  
2019: Joseph Georges Strake Jesuit College Prep, Houston, Texas  
2020-21: Zion Dixon Strake Jesuit College Prep, Houston, Texas  
2021: Rahul Mulpuri The Harker School San Jose, California 
2022: Wyeth Renwick Marlborough, Los Angeles, California 
2023: Roshan Amurthur Harker School, San Jose, California 
2024: Kaison Maruyama Harvard-Westlake Los Angeles, California  
2025: Atharva Srivastava McNeil High School Austin, Texas  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Restroom Locations 

Centennial  

Gender neutral - 1st floor across from headmaster’s office (middle of building) 

Women’s math wing (southwest corner), by community service (southeast corner) 

Women’s room - 2nd floor upstairs  in the middle (above headmaster) usually say faculty only. 

Women’s room - 2nd floor Southwest corner of centennial will be turned into a female restroom 

Hoffman 

Women’s room between debate and journalism (southeast corner) and second floor on the south end. 

Nearburg 

1st floor – mens and women’s restrooms  

2nd floor – mens room and women’s restrooms in the corner near 229  

Decherd  

mens and womens restrooms across from the auditorium 

Lower School 

mens and womens down both hallways  

Library (South Media Wing) 

Gender neutral – near room 205 



Tim’s Top Ten Restaurants 
 
If you came to visit me, which I guess you are ☺, these are the places I’d be likely to take you. All of the recommendations 
that include a note that the restaurant won a “Best of…” award are a reference to the Dallas Observer yearly poll. The 
Observer is Dallas’s answer to the Village Voice. You will see them around town and I suggest picking one up. It’s a 
weekly newspaper with dining and entertainment guides. You can also visit their website at: 
http://www.dallasobserver.com/ They are a great resource for what is going on in Dallas. You can go directly to their best 
of restaurants section here:  
http://www.dallasobserver.com/bestof/ 
 
Another great source of information both for restaurant reviews or for information on activities in Dallas is:  
http://www.guidelive.com/ 
Ok, I cheated and didn’t stop at ten but there were some places that I just couldn’t leave out. Don’t cheat yourself - read 
through the whole list before picking. Café Izmir at the bottom of the list is an amazing Mediterranean restaurant.  
 
Yahoo directions to each of the places listed below are at the bottom of this document. 
 
$  under $10 per person 
$$ $10-$20 per person 
$$$ $20-$30 per person 
$$$$  $30-$50 per person 
$$$$$ more than $50 per person 
 
$$ Hacienda Ranch https://www.laharanch.com/ 17390 Preston Road, Suite 100  Dallas, Texas 75252 
972-248-2424 great Tex-Mex place. My personal favorite is the chicken verde but everything is good. 
 
$$ Lockhart BBQ  http://www.lockhartsmokehouse.com/ 400 West Davis, Dallas, TX 75208 214-944-5521 or 1026 East 
15th Street Plano, TX 75074 
Brisket is amazing. This place makes X amount of bbq and when it’s gone, it’s gone. 
 
$$ Hard 8 BBQ http://www.hardeightbbq.com/ 688 Freeport Pkwy, Coppell, TX 75019 (972) 471-5462, they also have a 
new location in the Colony, TX. Both are about the same distance from St. Mark’s.  
There is a bigger diversity of food than you find at Lockhart and they might run out of one or two things but will have plenty 
of awesome food when you go there. 
 
$$ Love and War in Texas http://www.loveandwarintexas.com/ 601 E. Plano Pkwy Plano 972-422-6201 
For me Love and War is the quintessential Texas restaurant. If I could only take you to one place during your visit then 
this is where we would go. Their claim to fame is taking you on a taste tour of Texas by offering items from several 
different regions of Texas: the gulf coast, the hill country, etc. They have live Americana music several nights a week. This 
place just feels like Texas to me and I love it. 
 
$$ Babe’s Chicken Dinner House 104 North Oak Roanoke, TX (817) 491-2900,  
and 1006 W. Main St.  Carrollton, TX (972) 245-7773 

Another place that represents what good Texas food is all about. The original Babe’s is located in an old farmhouse. 
There isn’t a menu. You can either have fried chicken or chicken fried steak. No choice in sides. They just bring them out 
to you, as much of them as you want. Prepare yourself for a full sized meal: salad, green beans, biscuits, mashed 
potatoes and gravy. If you get the chicken you get half a chicken and if you get the chicken fried steak it covers a plate. 
Word on the street is that they have great desserts. I’ve never made it that far. If you are eliminated early it’s worth a trip 
to the Babe’s in Roanoke. If you don’t have time for that trip or if you have a big group, some of whom aren’t happy with 
only two choices then go to the Babe’s in Carrollton. Same basic deal but more entrée choices and much closer than the 
Babe’s in Roanoke. Either way, you will get down home cooking at fair prices. 
 
$$ Breadwinners http://www.breadwinnerscafe.com/   8687 N Central Expy Dallas, TX 75225 or 3301 McKinney Ave 

 Dallas  214-754-4940 
If I could only take you to one place during your visit and it was before 11 am this is where we would go. Everything I’ve 
ever had here is awesome but if you prefer dessert to breakfast try the stuffed French toast.  
 
$$ Snuffers http://www.snuffers.com/  4180A Beltline Rd  Addison  972-991-8811 
The place I’d take you if you wanted a great burger. They also consistently win the competition for best cheese fries in 
Dallas. Not a place to take the vegetarians.  
 
$$ Café Brazil http://www.cafebrazil.com/ 6420 N Central Expy  Dallas 214-691-7791 

http://www.dallasobserver.com/
http://www.dallasobserver.com/bestof/
http://www.guidelive.com/
https://www.laharanch.com/
http://www.loveandwarintexas.com/
http://www.breadwinnerscafe.com/
http://www.snuffers.com/
http://www.cafebrazil.com/


If you were a vegetarian this is where I would take you. It has the feel of a place that vegetarians would like. I wouldn’t 
know for sure since I don’t eat vegetables. So if you are a strict vegetarian you might want to click on the web link and 
check out the actual menu. This place also tops the “Where to go after 10 pm” list. Diverse menu and open 24 hours. 
Speed of service will vary depending on how late you go but the food is consistently great. Winner of “Best Late Night 
Restaurant” in Dallas. 
 
$$ Louie’s 1839 N Henderson Ave  Dallas (214) 826-0505  
Supposedly everything on the menu in this dive bar is great. I wouldn’t know. I go here for the pizza. I have a friend who 
used to waitress here and she says the steaks are great. Steaks in a bar, sounds dicey to me, but she swears by them. 
Either way it’s by far my favorite pizza, EVER. This place is 21 and up so if you have students you need to get carryout.  
 
$$ Desperado’s 4818 Greenville Ave  Dallas (214) 363-1850   5960 W Parker Rd Ste 210, Plano, TX 75093 (972) 468-
9860 

Ok, picking favorites in Dallas among Mexican food and barbeque places is likely to start fights and since gun control 
hasn’t really caught on escalation is a real possibility. Despite this, I feel compelled to recommend Desperado’s. There are 
tons of great Mexican places in Dallas and you can stop at about any of  them and feel confident about getting a decent 
meal. The bad ones don’t last long here. Having said that, the Desperado Taco’s are really, really good. There is a new 
location in Plano which is a lot closer to St. Mark’s but they don’t have exactly the same menu. My favorite appetizer is the 
Mexican Shrimp Cocktail and this location doesn’t offer it BUT they have the Desperado Taco’s so it’s still a great option. 
 
$$ India Palace 12817 Preston Rd # 105 Dallas (972) 392-0190 
 
$$ Café Izmir http://www.izmirgroup.com/cafe.htm   3711 Greenville Ave. 214-826-7788  
Fabulous Middle Eastern tapas place. Great food that will make both the meat eaters, and the vegetarians happy.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=desperados+mexican+restaurant+plano&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1155US1155&oq=despe&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggAECMYJzIGCAAQIxgnMhgIARAuGEMYrwEYxwEYkgMYgAQYigUYjgUyBggCEEUYOTIPCAMQABhDGMkDGIAEGIoFMhUIBBAuGEMYrwEYxwEYgAQYigUYjgUyDAgFEAAYQxiABBiKBTIMCAYQABhDGIAEGIoFMgwIBxAAGEMYgAQYigUyDAgIEAAYQxiABBiKBTIHCAkQABiPAtIBCDEwOTJqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&source=chrome.ob&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=desperados+mexican+restaurant+plano&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1155US1155&oq=despe&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggAECMYJzIGCAAQIxgnMhgIARAuGEMYrwEYxwEYkgMYgAQYigUYjgUyBggCEEUYOTIPCAMQABhDGMkDGIAEGIoFMhUIBBAuGEMYrwEYxwEYgAQYigUYjgUyDAgFEAAYQxiABBiKBTIMCAYQABhDGIAEGIoFMgwIBxAAGEMYgAQYigUyDAgIEAAYQxiABBiKBTIHCAkQABiPAtIBCDEwOTJqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&source=chrome.ob&ie=UTF-8
http://www.izmirgroup.com/cafe.htm
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Robert W. Woodruff Debate
Scholarship
Full tuition, fees, and on-campus room

and board, renewable for up to four
years.

Competitive debaters with strong

academic credentials are eligible to apply

for the Woodruff Scholarship.

Apply to Emory by November 15

A  T R A D I T I O N  O F  E XC E L L E N C E

Many travel opportunities for all students,

including first-years

Mentoring and academic support for students

across the Emory experience

Deeply engaged alumni, including many who

work with the team as coaches

Give back by teaching and judging in the Atlanta

Urban Debate League, which the Barkley Forum

co-founded in 1985.
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Mikaela Malsin, Director of Debate

mikaela.malsin@emory.edu · barkleyforum.emory.edu

I N T E R E S T E D ?

Scan to fill out
our interest form

T H E  B A R K L E Y  F O R U M  ·  E M O R Y  U N I V E R S I T Y D E B AT E  ·  D E L I B E R AT I O N  ·  D I A LO G U E

2026 National Debate
Tournament champions.
Emory has achieved the highest levels of competitive success in college

policy debate while fielding a squad of 40 debaters each year.

A P P LY  FO R  T H E  C LASS  O F  2 0 3 1

https://barkleyforum.emory.edu/prospective_students/scholarship.html
mailto:mikaela.malsin@emory.edu
https://barkleyforum.emory.edu/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/X5R5Jkt9sk


T H E  B A R K L E Y  F O R U M  ·  E M O R Y  U N I V E R S I T Y D E B AT E  ·  D E L I B E R AT I O N  ·  D I A LO G U E

Dear Debater,
Congratulations on everything you have accomplished in debate so far. The research, practice rounds and late

nights of prep have built something lasting: a way of thinking, arguing and listening that will serve you long

after high school. I am writing to invite you to keep building it at Emory University, as a member of the Barkley

Forum for Debate, Deliberation, and Dialogue.

This spring, the Barkley Forum won the 2026 National Debate Tournament, our fourth NDT championship, with

three Emory teams reaching the Sweet 16. We earned that result with a squad of about 40 debaters, and we

would love for you to be part of what comes next.

Debating at Emory means joining a program that competes at the highest level of college policy debate while

investing in every member of the team. Here is what you can expect:

Travel from day one. With 10–15 partnerships regularly traveling, there are many tournament

opportunities for all students, including first-years.

Mentoring and academic support. Our coaches work with you across the whole Emory experience, in

research, competition and the classroom.

A community that stays with you. Barkley Forum alumni stay deeply engaged, and many return to work

with the team as coaches.

A chance to give back. You can teach and judge in the Atlanta Urban Debate League, which the Barkley

Forum co-founded in 1985.

Whether you want to chase a national title or keep debating alongside a demanding academic path, there is a

place for you on this squad.

I especially encourage you to apply for the Robert W. Woodruff Debate Scholarship, which covers full tuition,

fees, and on-campus room and board, renewable for up to four years. Competitive debaters with strong

academic credentials are eligible to apply. The key dates for the Class of 2031:

N OV  1

Early Decision I

N OV  1 5

Emory Scholars
application

D E C  1

Woodruff Debate
Scholarship supplement +
coach recommendation

J A N  1

Early Decision II & Regular
Decision

You can find the scholarship supplement and recommendation form at barkleyforum.emory.edu. I would be

glad to talk with you about your goals, answer questions about the team or the application, or help arrange a

campus visit. Please reach out at mikaela.malsin@emory.edu.

I hope you will apply, and I look forward to seeing you at Emory.

Warm regards,

Mikaela Malsin, Ph.D.
Director of Debate
Barkley Forum for Debate, Deliberation, and Dialogue

Emory University

I N T E R E S T E D ?

Scan to fill out
our interest form

https://barkleyforum.emory.edu/prospective_students/scholarship.html
mailto:mikaela.malsin@emory.edu
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/X5R5Jkt9sk


   
 

 Why Debate at Georgetown University?  

 

Legacy of Excellence for Nearly a Century    

One of the Top Programs with 4 NDT Championships 

Supportive Team Culture 

Live in an Exciting Environment – Nation’s Capital 

Premier Academic Institution 

Travel Opportunities for All Experience Levels 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: What should I do if I’m interested in debating at Georgetown? 

A: E-mail debategeorgetown@gmail.com to indicate your interest. 

Q: Will debate help me get into Georgetown? 

A: The admissions office considers a wide variety of factors in making its decisions, but a strong 
commitment to debate cannot hurt an applicant. We can advocate on behalf of interested debaters who 
reach out to us, though candidates should understand that their applications will be considered 
holistically. 

Q: Is it possible to do other extracurriculars and debate? 

A: Yes! Contrary to popular misconception, debate is absolutely compatible with other commitments. 

Debaters take full variety of Georgetown’s wide variety of opportunities, from campus social 

organizations to internships on the Hill. 







 

 
 

Dear Prospective Debaters: 

 
The University of Kansas has a long history of success in college debate as a top NDT/CEDA program, and 

we encourage anyone interested in continuing their debate career in college to consider KU as an option for 

developing their skills and reaching their full potential as a debater. 

 
On average we travel to 15 invitational tournaments a year, including: Northwestern, Kentucky, University 

of Houston, Harvard, University of Central Oklahoma, Wake Forest, and the University of Texas at Austin 

to name a few. In addition, all teams are given the opportunity to attend ADA and CEDA Nationals in the 

spring, and those that qualify attend the NDT. We guarantee that we will travel all students to tournaments. 

 
Kansas has seen a lot of success in recent years: NDT champions (2009, 2018), Top speaker at the NDT 

(2019, 2021, 2025), Finals of the NDT (2016, 2024, 2025), Semifinals of the NDT (2021, 2022), Quarters of 

the NDT (2021, 2023, 2024), reached finals at CEDA (2019), won the Copeland (2018, 2025), ranked 2nd in 

the Copeland race (2025), ranked 4th in the Copeland Race (2020, 2021), and qualifying at least one team to 

the NDT for 58 consecutive years. With our growing squad, we expect to see success continue in the years 

to come. 

 
The Jayhawks are also a family: we support each other and work hard. I encourage you to follow us on 

Twitter, Instagram, and “Friend” our Facebook account: Kansas Debate, to see what we have been up to this 

season and get a feel for our debaters and coaches. We debate a wide variety of approaches, and no matter 

what your style is, you are welcome as a part of our team. 

 
In addition to our success at debate, other distinctions our university can point to include: a top ten college 

newspaper, highly competitive architecture program, top ranked study abroad program in the country, and a 

top ten honors program. Prospective students will find 137 different possible degree programs to choose 

from at the University of Kansas, including: Communication Studies, Business, Journalism, Political 

Science, and more. KU also offers smaller classes sizes (20 or fewer students) that give students more 

opportunities to work one-on-one with their professors. KU has a great out-of-state tuition reduction for 

excellent students. 

 
We hope you will consider KU in search of a program that suits your needs for college and debate. If you 

have any questions at all, please feel free to contact me: bbricker@ku.edu. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Brett Bricker 





KENTUCKY DEBATE
Championship Tradition  •  Individual Attention  •  National Opportunity

DEBATE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

1872
Established

2
NDT Championships

6
NDT Top Speakers

6
Coaches

4–6
Tournaments /

Semester

NEW
Squad Room

A TEAM, A HOME, A NATIONAL STAGE

TEAM COMMUNITY NEW SQUAD ROOM NATIONAL COMPETITION

2026–27 NATIONAL SCHEDULE

Northwestern • Kentucky Round Robin • JW Patterson
Debates at UK • Minnesota • Harvard • Wake Forest •
Long Beach • Navy • Indiana • Texas • ADA Nationals •
National Debate Tournament

CURRENT MAJORS & MINORS

Accounting • African American and Africana Studies •
Biology • Business Administration • Chinese • Economics
• Education • Electrical Engineering • International
Studies • Law & Justice • Linguistics • Mathematics •
Philosophy • Political Science • Public Policy • Sociology

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

A majority of team members are Honors students,
research fellows, or engaged in undergraduate
scholarship.

INTERESTED IN KENTUCKY DEBATE?

Learn about debate scholarships and complete the
prospective-student interest form:

Kentucky Debate prospective student portal.

https://ci.uky.edu/debate/about/prospective-students


College of Communication & Information
Intercollegiate Debate

160 Patterson Drive   |   Lexington, KY 40506   |   P: 859-257-6523   |   ci.uky.edu/debate

A Letter to Heart of Texas Competitors

Dear Heart of Texas Competitors,

Thank you to the Heart of Texas Invitational and St. Mark's School of Texas for the opportunity to introduce the
University of Kentucky Debate Team.

At Kentucky, competitive excellence and academic success go hand in hand. Our debaters pursue interests spanning
accounting, African American and Africana studies, biology, business administration, Chinese, economics, education,
electrical engineering, international studies, law and justice, linguistics, mathematics, philosophy, political science,
public policy, and sociology. A majority of our team members are Honors students, research fellows, or engaged in
undergraduate scholarship.

Our coaching model is built around individual attention. Kentucky Debate has three full-time and three part-time
coaches, and every team member works directly with the coaching staff. Collectively, our coaches have won or
coached teams to win every major national championship in intercollegiate policy debate, including the Copeland
Award. Our staff has also received national recognition for coaching, service, and judging.

A typical Kentucky debater attends four to six tournaments each semester. This year's schedule includes
Northwestern, the Kentucky Round Robin, the JW Patterson Debates at UK, Minnesota, Harvard, Wake Forest, Long
Beach, Navy, Indiana, Texas, ADA Nationals, and the National Debate Tournament.

Kentucky has won the National Debate Tournament twice, in 1986 and 2019, and has produced six NDT Top
Speakers. The program holds the third-longest active streak of receiving first-round at-large bids to the NDT.
Kentucky debaters have also received the collegiate Julia Burke Award for Character and Excellence in two of the
last three years.

Founded in 1872, Kentucky Debate is one of the oldest continuously operating student organizations on campus. Our
newly renovated squad room provides a dedicated home for research, brainstorming, collaboration, film review,
coaching meetings, team events, and tournament preparation.

Kentucky Debate offers generous merit-based debate scholarships. Prospective students should apply to UK as early
as possible and before the December 1 Early Action deadline for optimal access to both university and debate team
academic and competitive scholarship opportunities. To tell us about your debate background, learn more about
debate scholarships, and begin a conversation with our staff, please complete the interest form through the Kentucky
Debate prospective student portal.

TAKE THE NEXT STEP
Complete the Kentucky Debate interest form

We hope to see you on campus soon.

Sincerely,

Adrienne F. Brovero
Senior Associate Director
Intercollegiate Debate Program
University of Kentucky

https://admission.uky.edu/apply
https://studentsuccess.uky.edu/financial-aid-and-scholarships/academic-scholarships/incoming-freshmen-scholarships
https://ci.uky.edu/debate/about/prospective-students
https://ci.uky.edu/debate/about/prospective-students


 
 

October 6, 2026 

 

I would like to thank Tim Mahoney and Jason Peterson for this opportunity and wish good luck to all the 2026 St. 

Mark’s School of Texas Heart of Texas Invitational participants. 

 

The University of Michigan consistently ranks among the very best universities in the country and world.  

According to U.S. News & World Report, Michigan is the twentieth best University in the United States and one 

of the three top three public schools in the America.  Michigan also hosts numerous top ten graduate programs, 

including their renowned law, business, and public policy schools.  There are approximately 35,000 undergraduate 

students at Michigan.  Students from all 50 states and more than 100 foreign countries contribute to a culturally 

and ethnically diverse campus community. 

 

The University of Michigan Intercollegiate Debating Team was one of the nation's first intercollegiate forensics 

teams, founded in 1903.  For over a hundred years, the Debate Team has excelled in teaching critical thinking 

skills and persuasive communication techniques.  

 

The University of Michigan Debate Team first reached the elimination rounds of the National Debate Tournament 

in 1971.  Michigan has reached the semifinals of the NDT ten times and finals eight times, including winning the 

tournament for the first time in April of 2024.  Michigan’s had the top speaker at the NDT once and second 

speaker three times.  Michigan has won the Copeland Award three times, given to the top first round at-large team 

in the country, including most recently in 2022 and 2023.  Michigan has received 41 first round at-large bids to the 

NDT and 64 teams have reached the elimination rounds.  This year our top team recently won the University of 

Kentucky Tournament and was runner-up at the season-opening tournament at Northwestern University. 

 

The Michigan Debate Team prides itself on the consistent academic accomplishments of all its debaters.  This 

success is reflected by their matriculation to the nation’s leading law and graduate programs, including Harvard, 

Yale, Stanford, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Chicago, Texas, Georgetown, Columbia, NYU, 

Berkeley, Emory, Virginia, etc.  Michigan Debate has produced numerous lawyers, doctors, professors, 

entrepreneurs, teachers, etc. 

 

I am running the policy tabroom at the tournament this weekend and should be available to discuss the University 

of Michigan or Michigan Debate if you are interested.  I also plan to attend our tournament, The Glenbrooks, 

Blake, MBA, Pace Academy Round Robin/Emory University, California Round Robin, NDCA, and the 

Tournament of Champions. 

 

Go Blue! 

 

 

 

 

Aaron 

 

Aaron Kall 

Lee H. Hess Director of Debate 

The University of Michigan 

E-Mail Address: akall@umich.edu 
  



 
 

When should I apply to Michigan? 

 

Michigan is already accepting applications.  Michigan is using the Common Application again this year and you will just 

need to complete a few additional specific essays.  Further information can be found here- http://admissions.umich.edu/apply/ 

 

I strongly encourage you to apply by November 1st to Michigan.  Early Action is completely non-binding and if you apply by 

November 1, you are guaranteed a decision by late January.  If you don’t apply by November 1, you may not receive a 

decision until as late as April.  Applying early gives you the best chance to get accepted, multiple chances to get accepted, 

and the best chance to receive merit/need-based scholarships and gain admittance to the UM Honors Program.  Further 

information about applying can be found here- http://admissions.umich.edu/apply/freshmen-applicants/requirements-

deadlines. For a second year in a row, Michigan now offers an Early Decision (ED) binding plan. Students who participate in 

the Early Decision plan will apply by Nov. 1 and can expect a decision notification by the end of December. 

 

Does Debate help you with the Admissions process at Michigan? 

 

The UM Admissions Office wants to attract the top students from around the country and world to Ann Arbor and debate 

helps facilitate this goal.  Debate alone won’t get you accepted to Michigan if your grades and scores are well outside of 

Michigan's normal range.  If they are within Michigan's range and your Admissions decision is competitive, debate 

excellence is the type of thing that could help push your application across the finish line.  Unfortunately, I likely cannot be 

of any help if you don’t apply by November 1st. 

 

Am I eligible for any merit-based or debate scholarships at Michigan? 

 
If you are accepted and complete your FAFSA, the University will send you an official financial aid package. The Shipman Scholars 

program provides merit scholarships for talented prospective undergraduate students admitted to the University of Michigan. Prospective 

students of high academic achievement who have been admitted as first year undergraduates will be nominated for consideration through 

the Admissions process. Academic achievement will be determined based on a set standard of high school grade point average and 

SAT/ACT test scores. The award value of the scholarship at a maximum is $120,000. 16 Shipman Scholarships will be awarded annually. 

Further information can be found here- https://shipmansociety.wordpress.com/about-us/ 

Starting in 2011, UM Debate alums have awarded merit scholarships to incoming debaters.  Any student that gets accepted to Michigan is 

considered for these and between 1-3 scholarships are awarded each year. Final decisions are usually made in April shortly after the 

Tournament of Champions. 

The 2026-2027 Michigan Debate Team Coaching Staff: 

 
Aaron Kall (Lee H. Hess Director of Debate), Kurt Fifelski (Assistant Director of Debate), Kevin Hirn (Assistant Coach and Program 

Manager), Val McIntosh (Assistant Coach and Program Events and Logistics Specialist), Graham Revare (Assistant Coach and Program 

Manager), Dustin Meyers-Levy (Assistant Coach), Joseph Weideman (Assistant Coach). Gabe Jankovsky (Assistant Coach), Jiyoon Park 

(Assistant Coach), Alex Brown (Assistant Coach), and Rafael Pierry (Assistant Coach). 

 

The 2026-2027 Michigan Debate Team: 

 
There are over three dozen members of this year’s Michigan Debate Team.  By college standards, we are considered a large or midsize 

program.  Several members of the team are from the state of Michigan, but countries such as Taiwan and states such as California, 

Kansas, Illinois, Oho, Georgia, New Jersey, Texas, etc. are represented as well. The Michigan Debate Team coaches, researches, and runs 

a balanced combination of policy and critical arguments, as argument flexibility is essential to competitive success and education in 

college debate these days. 

 

The 2026-2027 Michigan Debate Team Travel Schedule: 

 
In the first semester, we will attend Northwestern University, Missouri State University, University of Kentucky, University of 

Minnesota, Harvard University, and Wake Forest. In the second semester, we will attend Long Beach, Dartmouth College, Indiana 

University, the Naval Academy, the University of Texas, American Debate Association Nationals, and The National Debate Tournament.   

http://admissions.umich.edu/apply/
http://admissions.umich.edu/apply/freshmen-applicants/requirements-deadlines
http://admissions.umich.edu/apply/freshmen-applicants/requirements-deadlines
https://shipmansociety.wordpress.com/about-us/


UTD Debate 

UTD DEBATE  •  ORANGE & GREEN CAMPUS-INSPIRED DESIGN 

 

 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS 

Academic excellence • Research • Innovation • Community 

Dear Students, 

The University of Texas at Dallas (UT Dallas) is a leading public research university located in Richardson, Texas, in 

the heart of the Dallas–Fort Worth metropolitan area. Known for its commitment to academic excellence, 

innovation, and discovery, UT Dallas has grown into a university that prepares students to make meaningful 

contributions to their professions, communities, and the world. 

With more than 30,000 students and over 160 academic programs across seven schools, UT Dallas offers a diverse 

learning environment where students can explore their interests, develop new skills, and pursue ambitious goals. 

The university is particularly recognized for its strengths in science, technology, engineering, business, and other 

fields that address the challenges of an increasingly interconnected world. 

One of UT Dallas's most notable achievements is its academic standing. In the 2026 U.S. News & World Report 

rankings, the university ranked third among public universities in Texas and 54th among public universities 

nationwide. These distinctions reflect the university's continued growth and commitment to providing students 

with a high-quality education. The university also maintains a strong focus on research, encouraging faculty and 

students to explore new ideas, develop innovative solutions, and contribute to advancements that benefit society. 

Beyond the classroom, UT Dallas provides students with opportunities to participate in more than 400 student 

organizations, engage in campus activities, develop leadership skills, and build lasting relationships. Its location in 

the Dallas–Fort Worth area also connects students with a dynamic professional environment, offering access to 

internships, industry partnerships, and career opportunities across a wide range of fields. 

UT Dallas is also home to a strong tradition of achievement beyond academics. The university's chess program has 

earned national recognition, its athletics programs compete in NCAA Division II, and its growing research and 

entrepreneurship initiatives demonstrate a commitment to turning ideas into practical results. The university's 

mascot, Temoc, represents the distinctive spirit and identity of the Comet community. 

At its core, UT Dallas is more than a place to earn a degree. It is a community that encourages curiosity, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and personal growth. By bringing together students and faculty with diverse backgrounds, 

experiences, and perspectives, the university creates opportunities for individuals to challenge assumptions, 

exchange ideas, and prepare for the responsibilities of leadership. 

As UT Dallas continues to expand its academic programs, research capabilities, and community partnerships, it 

remains focused on preparing students for a rapidly changing world. Its commitment to innovation, educational 

excellence, and meaningful impact makes it an important institution in North Texas and beyond. 

The University of Texas at Dallas represents a place where ambition meets opportunity, ideas become innovation, 

and today's students prepare to shape tomorrow's world. 
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Sincerely, 

Erik Mathis Assistant Director of Debate  

The UT Dallas Debate Team 
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Academic excellence • Research • Innovation • Community 

Dear Students, 

The University of Texas at Dallas Debate Team is proud to be part of a university community that values 

academic excellence, critical thinking, and intellectual curiosity. We invite students to discover the 

opportunities that competitive debate offers, both inside and outside the classroom. 

Debate is more than the ability to argue a position. It requires careful research, analytical thinking, effective 

communication, and the willingness to consider different perspectives. Through preparation, practice, and 

competition, debaters learn to develop persuasive arguments, evaluate complex issues, and communicate their 

ideas with confidence. 

The UT Dallas Debate Team has a strong tradition of competitive achievement, including consistent 

participation in the National Debate Tournament. Beyond competition, the program provides students with 

opportunities to strengthen their academic skills, build lasting relationships, and develop abilities that can 
benefit them throughout their educational and professional careers. 

Over the past four seasons, the UTD program has grown into one of the most competitive policy debate 

programs in the country. In 2023–24 season UTD reached the octafinals of CEDA Nationals. In 2024–25 that 
success spread across the roster. UTD reached the octafinals at the University of Kentucky. UTD advanced to 

the quarterfinals and also octafinals of CEDA nationals, the first time two UTD teams reached the Sweet 16 at a 

national championship. The 2025–26 season was the strongest in program history. UTD qualified a school-
record three teams to the National Debate Tournament, and UTD PR advanced to the double-octafinals. UTD 

DD reached the quarterfinals of CEDA Nationals for a second straight year, and UTD HK advanced to the 

octafinals of ADA Nationals. That momentum has carried into 2026–27, with UTD making it to the octafinals at 

Northwestern and the quarterfinals at Kentucky. Our team has grown and achieved more with each season, 
and we are very excited to continue building a strong program at UTD.  

We encourage interested undergraduate students to learn more about the team and explore the possibility of 

joining us. You do not have to view debate as simply winning an argument; it is an opportunity to learn, grow, 

collaborate, and challenge yourself in a supportive academic environment. 

We look forward to connecting with students who are eager to exchange ideas, sharpen their skills, and 
represent UT Dallas through competitive debate. 

Thank you for your interest in the UT Dallas Debate Team. We hope you will join us in continuing this 
tradition of intellectual growth, collaboration, and competitive excellence. 

Sincerely, 

Erik Mathis Assistant Director of Debate  

The UT Dallas Debate Team 
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