	
	
	



DUO RADIO
Required Elements for the 5-Minute Radio Broadcast
Students must include the following parts in their broadcast: 
· Opening introduction with station name and broadcaster name
· Coverage of at least three news articles from the packet
· School or community event update (must be different from the article coverage)
· Weather report
· One advertisement for a school club, product, event, or local business
· Two fun segments, such as: joke of the day, fun fact, student spotlight, club highlight, pet of the week, or question of the day
· Closing sign-off
 
All parts must be included in one complete broadcast that lasts about 5 minutes. Staying close to five minutes is important.
Advertisements and the weather report may be fictional, but all other information must come directly from the news articles in the packet. Artificial intelligence is not allowed in the creation of the broadcast.
These articles are entirely fictional and created for the Trojan Trophy Invitational. 
The final submission must be an audio file (MP3, WAV, etc.), NOT video.

Your Station:
Sunridge Student Radio (SSR 99.3 FM) is the bright and energetic voice of Sunridge Middle School in Phoenix. The station highlights school news, student achievements, local events, and fun happenings around the neighborhood. SSR aims to keep students entertained, informed, and connected to their school community.





School Mural Project Transforms Hallway Into Art Gallery
By Hannah Reed
 Published March 15, 2026
Students at Sunridge Middle School are celebrating the completion of a brand-new hallway mural that stretches nearly 60 feet along the east wing.
The project was led by art teacher Ms. Rivera and involved more than 40 student artists from all grade levels. The mural features desert landscapes, local wildlife, and colorful geometric patterns inspired by Phoenix culture.
“We wanted to create something that made our school feel brighter and more welcoming,” Ms. Rivera said.
Eighth grader Jasmine Lopez, one of the lead painters, said students spent over a month planning and painting the artwork. “It feels amazing to see everyone stop and stare at something we worked so hard on,” she said.
School administrators say the mural is the first of several planned campus art projects and hope it will inspire more students to explore creative activities.



Community Center Announces Weekend STEM Fair
By David Lin
 Published March 14, 2026
The Desert Ridge Community Center inPhoenix is hosting a weekend STEM fair open to students and families across the neighborhood.
The event will include hands-on science labs, robotics demonstrations, and booths run by local high school STEM clubs.
“Our goal is to make science exciting and accessible for everyone,” said event coordinator Linda Arroyo. “We want kids to see how fun STEM can be.”
Students who attend can build mini catapults, code simple robots, and participate in a science trivia challenge.
Sixth grader Ben Foster said he’s already planning to attend. “I love doing experiments, especially when you get to make things explode—but safely!” he joked.
The STEM fair is free and will run all day Saturday and Sunday.



School Choir Prepares for Spring Showcase
By Riley Thompson
 Published March 13, 2026
The Sunridge Middle School choir is hard at work preparing for its annual Spring Showcase next month.
Choir director Mr. Ellison says the group has been rehearsing three times a week to polish songs ranging from pop music to classic choral pieces.
“This is one of our biggest performances of the year,” Mr. Ellison said. “The students are giving it their all.”
Seventh grader Priya Mehta said practices have been challenging but rewarding. “It’s a lot of work, but hearing all our voices come together is really cool,” she said.
The Spring Showcase will be held in the school auditorium and is open to families and community members.



New Bike Path Connects School to Local Park
By Marcus Green
 Published March 12, 2026
A newly completed bike path in Phoenix now connects Sunridge Middle School directly to Canyon View Park, making it easier for students to walk or bike safely after school.
The construction project was completed by the city’s transportation department as part of an effort to create safer routes for young cyclists.
“We wanted to give students a safe way to travel around their neighborhood,” said city engineer Natalie Brooks.
Students have already begun using the path after school hours.
“It’s awesome! I ride my bike almost every day now,” said sixth grader Leo Martinez. “It’s way safer than riding in the street.”
City officials hope the new path will encourage more families to stay active and explore local outdoor spaces.



Local Animal Shelter Starts “Reading to Pets” Program
By Sarah McKenna
 Published March 11, 2026
A nearby animal shelter in Phoenix has launched a new “Reading to Pets” program that allows students to read books aloud to cats and dogs waiting for adoption.
Shelter staff say the program helps calm the animals while giving kids a chance to practice reading in a fun and supportive environment.
“Animals love the sound of calm voices, and students gain confidence while helping them,” said shelter volunteer coordinator Paul Kim.
Students can choose from picture books, chapter books, or even their homework assignments.
Seventh grader Nora Daniels said she loved the experience. “The dogs just sit and listen—it’s like they understand,” she said.
The shelter hopes the program will bring more attention to animals in need of homes.

	
	
	



