SOLO RADIO
Required Elements for the 5-Minute Radio Broadcast 
Students must include the following parts in their broadcast:
· Opening introduction with station name and broadcaster name
· Coverage of at least two news articles from the packet
· School or community event update
· Weather report
· One advertisement for a product, school club, event, or local business
· Fun segment (examples: joke of the day, fun fact, student spotlight, or question of the day)
· Closing sign-off
All parts must be included in one complete broadcast that lasts about 5 minutes. Staying close to five minutes is important.
 
Advertisements and the weather report do not have to be real. Students may create fictional information for these parts. Any other information must come directly from the news articles in the packet. Artificial intelligence is not allowed in the creation of the broadcast. These articles are completely fictional and were created for the purposes of the Trojan Trophy Invitational.
The final file must be submitted as an audio file (MP3, WAV, etc.), NOT video.

Your Station:
Desert Valley Student Radio is a fun, student-run radio station based at a local middle school in Phoenix. The station focuses on school news, community events, student achievements, and activities happening around the neighborhood. The DVSR aims to keep students informed while also making the broadcast entertaining and easy to listen to.



School Garden Project Brings Fresh Vegetables to Campus
By Emily Carter
Published March 14, 2026
Students at Desert Valley Middle School in Phoenix are getting their hands dirty in a new school garden project that is already producing vegetables.
The garden was started by science teacher Mrs. Lopez and a group of student volunteers. Together, they planted tomatoes, lettuce, carrots, and herbs in raised garden beds behind the school library.
“Our goal was to teach students where food comes from,” Lopez said. “It’s also a great way to learn science while working outside.”
Students water the plants during lunch and after school. Some classes even use the garden for science experiments about soil and plant growth.
Sixth grader Maya Singh said the project has become one of her favorite activities. “It’s really cool to watch something grow that we planted ourselves,” she said.
School leaders say the vegetables will eventually be used in cooking lessons and donated to a local food pantry.



Community Library Plans Family Game Night
By Jordan Blake
Published March 13, 2026
The Burton Barr Central Library is inviting families across Phoenix to attend a special community game night later this month.
The event will feature board games, puzzles, and trivia contests for kids and parents to play together. Library staff say the goal is to encourage families to spend time together while enjoying the library’s resources.
“We want the library to be a fun place for the entire community,” said library coordinator Rachel Kim. “Game night is a great way for families to connect and try something new.”
Students who attend can also sign up for library cards and participate in a raffle for free books.
Seventh grader Alex Ramirez said he is excited about the event. “I love board games, and it sounds fun to play with a big group of people,” he said.
Library officials say the event is free and open to all ages.



School Robotics Team Prepares for Regional Competition
By Marcus Hill
Published March 12, 2026
The robotics club at Desert Valley Middle School is getting ready to compete in a regional robotics competition next month.
Students have spent weeks designing and building a small robot that can move blocks and complete tasks on a challenge course.
“Our team has been practicing after school almost every day,” said robotics coach Mr. Daniels. “The students have worked incredibly hard.”
The competition will be hosted at Arizona State University and will include teams from schools across the region.
Team captain Olivia Chen said the experience has been exciting. “It’s fun to solve problems and build something that actually works,” she said.
The team hopes their robot will perform well at the event and possibly advance to the state competition later this year.



Local Park Adds New Basketball Courts for Kids
By Tyler Grant
Published March 11, 2026
A popular neighborhood park in Phoenix has opened two brand-new basketball courts for kids and teens in the community.
The courts were built by the Phoenix Parks and Recreation Department as part of an effort to give young people more places to play sports.
City officials say the new courts will be open every day and include lights so games can continue in the evening.
“We want kids to have safe and fun places to be active,” said parks coordinator Daniel Ruiz. “These courts give young athletes a chance to practice and play with friends.”
Eighth grader Jordan Lewis said he plans to visit the park with friends after school. “Everyone at school loves basketball, so this is really exciting,” he said.
Community leaders hope the new courts will encourage more kids to stay active and spend time outdoors.








