SOLO RADIO
Required Elements for the 5-Minute Radio Broadcast
 Students must include the following components in their broadcast:
·  Opening introduction with station identification and broadcaster name
·  Coverage of at least two news articles from the provided packet
·  Weather report
·  One advertisement for a product, service, or event
·  One unique segment (e.g., sports update, community event, fun fact, entertainment news, traffic report, or good news story)
·  Closing sign-off
All elements must be incorporated into a single cohesive 5-minute broadcast. Keeping as close to five minutes as possible is important. Advertisements and the weather report do not have to be real, fictitious information is acceptable. Any other information MUST be taken from the news articles. No artificial intelligence of any kind is allowed in the creation of the broadcast. These articles are completely fictitious and are created for the purposes of the Trojan Trophy Invitational.

The final file must be submitted as an audio file (MP3, WAV, etc.), NOT VIDEO.

Your Station:
Valley City Radio is a local news radio station serving residents across Phoenix. The station focuses on city news, transportation updates, local government decisions, community events, and stories highlighting the people and neighborhoods that make up the Valley. Valley City Radio aims to keep listeners informed about issues that directly affect daily life in Phoenix while also covering major national stories that impact the local community.




Phoenix Expands Cooling Center Network as Early Heat Arrives
By Maria Gonzalez
Published March 12, 2026
City officials in Phoenix announced Thursday that additional cooling centers will open across the city earlier than usual as temperatures begin climbing toward triple digits.
The expansion is part of the city’s annual heat response plan aimed at protecting residents during the long desert summer. Cooling centers will be located in libraries, senior centers, and community facilities throughout the city.
“Heat is one of the most serious public health challenges we face every year,” said Kate Gallego in a statement. “Opening cooling centers earlier helps ensure that residents—especially seniors and vulnerable populations—have a safe place to go when temperatures rise.”
According to the city, more than 50 cooling sites will be available by early summer. Officials say the facilities provide air conditioning, drinking water, and information about heat safety resources.
Local nonprofits are also helping distribute water and transportation information for residents who may have difficulty reaching the sites.
“Extreme heat can impact anyone,” said David Martinez, a volunteer coordinator with a local outreach organization. “These centers give people a chance to cool down and stay safe.”
City leaders say the locations will remain open through the hottest months of the year.



Valley Metro Plans New Light Rail Expansion Through Central Phoenix
By Daniel Harper
Published March 10, 2026
Transit leaders announced plans this week to expand the Valley Metro Rail, adding new stations and improving public transportation access for several neighborhoods across Phoenix.
The proposed expansion is part of a broader regional transportation initiative managed by Valley Metro. Officials say the project aims to reduce traffic congestion while providing residents with more commuting options.
“Phoenix continues to grow rapidly, and reliable public transit is essential to keeping our city connected,” said Jessica Mefford-Miller. “Expanding the rail system allows more residents to access jobs, education, and services.”
The extension would add several new stations along key corridors and connect neighborhoods that currently lack direct rail access.
Transportation advocates say the project could also stimulate economic growth near new station areas.
“When a station opens, businesses often follow,” said urban planning professor Robert Chen of Arizona State University. “Transit investments tend to bring new restaurants, shops, and housing.”
Planning for the project will continue through the year, with environmental reviews and community meetings scheduled in the coming months.



Downtown Phoenix Businesses See Surge in Visitors
By Lauren Patel
Published March 9, 2026
Small businesses in downtown Phoenix are reporting increased customer traffic as the city experiences a surge in tourism, events, and new residents.
Restaurant owners, shop managers, and entrepreneurs say the revitalized downtown district has brought new opportunities for growth over the past year.
“Weekends are busier than they’ve been in a long time,” said Marcus Rivera, owner of a local café near the city’s arts district. “We’re seeing visitors from out of town as well as more people living downtown.”
City leaders say redevelopment projects and new housing have helped attract businesses and residents to the area.
“Downtown Phoenix has become a destination for dining, entertainment, and culture,” said Kate Gallego. “Supporting small businesses remains a key priority for our city.”
Despite the positive trends, some business owners say rising operating costs remain a challenge.
“Rent and supply costs are definitely higher,” Rivera said. “But the increase in customers helps balance that out.”
Economic development officials say continued investment in downtown infrastructure and events will likely keep the momentum going.




Phoenix Parks Department Launches New Youth Sports Program
By Tyler Anderson
Published March 13, 2026
The Phoenix Parks and Recreation Department announced a new youth sports initiative this week designed to provide affordable athletic opportunities for students across Phoenix.
The program will offer leagues in basketball, soccer, and volleyball for middle and high school students at parks and recreation centers throughout the city.
“Sports help young people build confidence, teamwork, and leadership skills,” said department director Cynthia Aguilar. “Our goal is to make these opportunities accessible to as many students as possible.”
City officials say the leagues will prioritize low-cost registration fees to ensure students from all backgrounds can participate.
Parents have welcomed the new initiative, saying it gives teenagers more ways to stay active outside of school.
“It’s great to see programs like this available in our community,” said Phoenix parent Angela Torres. “Not every student has access to school teams, so this creates another chance for them to play.”
Registration for the new leagues will begin later this month, with the first season expected to start in the spring. City leaders hope the program will continue expanding in future years.

