
A LEADING AMERICAN UNIVERSITY WITH INTERNATIONAL REACH

Dear Colleagues
Western Kentucky University graciously invites all NFA-LD programs to enter the hybrid Round Robin competitions at the 2026 Spring Showcase tournament hosted February 20th, 2026.

Each program entering the tournament may enter up to two entries in the Alexis Elliott Memorial Round Robin and the Rising Stars Challenge respectively.
The 13th Alexis Elliott Memorial Round Robin: The traditional round robin intended for debaters with the strongest competitive records.

The 5th Rising Stars Challenge: An emerging event intended for promising 1st and 2nd year debaters entering their full year of college Varsity LD competition.
The Rising Stars Challenge is our attempt to support the growth of NFA-LD by opening the season with a celebration of students in their first two years of LD debate.  Last year, the Rising Stars winner reached the Octo-finals of the 2025 NFA National Tournament.

The Alexis Elliott Memorial Round Robin is an annual debate competition featuring many of the most competitive debate students from the season. Last year the Alexis Elliott Memorial Round Robin included the 2025 NFA-LD and Grand Prix National Champion.
We credit the University of Pittsburgh’s Al Primak with inspiring a policy change to invite all participation schools to enter the round robin.  Entries are 50 dollars.  Each student entered will receive an award honoring the selection by their coach to participate.  
The Spirit Makes the Master
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