The UNLV Rebel Debate Team and the UNLV Board of Regents invites you to the,
2026 Rebel Debate Tournament
February 28th-March 1st in Las Vegas, Nevada
	We are excited to bring collegiate debate back to Las Vegas and will be hosting both NFA-LD and IPDA events with the intention of running 5 prelim rounds in each event. Competitors may now double enter LD and IPDA should they want to. We would like to urge every team to do everything they can to cover as many judges as possible. Undergraduate students are allowed to judge IPDA rounds and covering IPDA is typically far easier than finding qualified judging for LD, particularly in the Las Vegas area. We are willing to discount tournament fees for those who are able to bring in extra LD judging as well. 

	We will be returning to the UNLV tradition of offering a Poker Chip set for the winner in Open LD and Open IPDA categories. For Quarterfinalists and above we will have very Vegas style trophies as well. The tournament is hosted on tabroom at http://rebeldebate.tabroom.com

Saturday, Feb 28th  
8:00 am – IPDA topic selection
8:30am - Rd 1 IPDA Flight A
9:00am – Rd 1 IPDA Flight B 
9:30am – Round 1 LD
10:30am - IPDA Rd 2 topic selection
11am - Rd 2 IPDA Flight A
11:30am – Rd 2 IPDA Flight B
Noon -  Round 2 LD
1pm – IPDA topic selection
1:30pm – Rd 3 IPDA Flight A
2:00pm – Rd 3 IPDA Flight B
2:30 PM – Round 3 LD
3:30pm - IPDA topic selection
4 - Rd 4 IPDA Flight A
4:30pm Rd 4 IPDA Flight B
5:00pm – Round 4 LD

Sunday, March 1st 
8:00 am – IPDA topic selection
8:30am - Rd 5 IPDA Flight A
9:00am – Rd 5 IPDA Flight B
9:30 AM – Round 5 LD
*From this point, LD will be advanced up 45 minutes to match the IPDA time if there is no double entered student and if judging allows.  
11am IPDA Elim Topic Selection
11:30am IPDA Elim 1 (Semi if Necessary)
12:15pm Elim 1 LD
1pm IPDA Topic Selection
1:30pm IPDA Elim 2 (Finals)
2:15pm – Elim 2 LD
3:00pm Awards in CBC-A
4pm – Elim 3 LD
5:15pm- Elim 4 LD (If Necessary)

Hotels and Directions

Hotel Accommodations – 
	Las Vegas has a multitude of accommodations and hotels that can serve your needs. Due to attrition fees in contracts we are not going to reserve a hotel block since we are unsure of attendance for this tournament. If you’re looking for something that is non-gaming and close to UNLV some suggested hotels are:

Non-Gaming Hotels near UNLV:
Alexis Park Hotel and Resort - 375 E Harmon Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89169•(702) 796-3300 (Will have resort fee, is an older property with a remodeled lobby. They have treated us at UNLV with top level hospitality.) 
Embassy Suites By Hilton (All suites with pull out beds that can maximize the amount of people you have) 4315 S University Center Dr, Las Vegas, NV 89119•(702) 795-2800
Hyatt Place - 4520 Paradise Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89169•(702) 369-3366
Hampton Inn and Suites Convention Center - 755 Sierra Vista Dr, Las Vegas, NV 89169

Gaming Hotels very near UNLV:
Virgin Hotels Curio by Hilton: 4455 Paradise Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89169 (Will have a resort fee added to room rate)

Regarding Strip Hotels, yes, you can find VERY low rates at certain strip hotels. Be aware they will charge a Resort Fee that is not shown on the rate. Typically, these are $40-60 but you should ask and enter that into your decision calculus on where you choose to stay. If you are looking for a very cheap rate on the strip places like Luxor, Excalibur, and MGM Grand, would be decent options. I have heard Rio is doing a lot of renovation, so I’m unsure if it has been rehabbed enough yet but it may be a possible option as well. Avoid OYO and Circus Circus. OYO elevators tend to break, and Circus Circus is probably the dirtiest Strip hotel. The Strip is very close to UNLV as well just take into account traffic and potential parking and resort fees should you decide to stay there. 

Judging

Finding judges in the LV area is very difficult. We are requiring at least 75% judge coverage for your LD teams. For IPDA, undergraduate students are allowed to judge and lay judging is encouraged in IPDA as per the IPDA Constitution. 1 judge covers 2 IPDA debaters or 2 LD debaters. If your school has entries for both events, you can have a judge cover 1 LD and 1 IPDA debater. If you go over your required judging we will incentivize that by providing a free 2 entries for every judge above the requirement. Thank you to the Redbird debate tournament for this idea. 

Judges are encouraged to disclose decisions and provide feedback in the LD category. The IPDA norm is that judges do not have to disclose if they do not want to, however feedback is welcomed to help debaters improve their persuasive performance in future rounds. 

Judges are obligated to one round after the team that hired them is eliminated from the pool. 
Payment and Fees
IPDA Entry - $40
Uncovered IPDA Entry - $140
LD Entry - $40
Uncovered LD Entry - $140
Judge No-Show fee: $100
Debater drops at the tournament: $50
Drop/add fines of $20 after February 24th. 

We ARE able to accept credit card payments. There is a CC authorization form available on Tabroom. Fill it out, scan it, send it in, and we will run your card. This is the easiest way to pay for your entry. 
If you need to pay by check, make all checks payable to: “Nevada System of Higher Education Board of Regents” 
UNLV’s federal tax ID number is 88-6000024.
Checks must be mailed to:
Dr. Craig Hennigan
Dept. Comm. Studies, UNLV
4505 S. Maryland Pkwy
Box 454052
Las Vegas, NV 89154-4052

There is a current copy of the UNLV W-9 form available on the tournament tabroom website.



