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The Rule
Pre-NDT academic eligibility verification is due February 8th, as per Standing Rule II.A.1.g:

g. To be an eligible debater for the National Debate Tournament, a student must provide, by February 8th to the NDT committee chair, an official document from appropriate university officials verifying that the student is registered as an undergraduate, degree-seeking student, and is in good standing at the school for which the student is participating. The document should be dated any date starting January 21 through February 8 immediately preceding the NDT in which the student wishes to participate. The degree-seeking requirement does not apply to any student enrolled in a junior college or a community college. The Chair of the NDT Committee shall promptly notify the applying program director of any application which does not meet the above criteria. The program director may then appeal the eligibility of the debaters by contacting, and submitting all relevant documentation to, the NDT Committee Chair not later than two business days from the date of notification. No appeal will be accepted after the Wednesday preceding the first district qualifier weekend. The appeal will then be forwarded to the Appeals Committee. The Appeals Committee may conduct the appeal by means of meetings, telephone calls, email or conference calls. The Appeals Committee may grant an exemption when the student's school provides written documentation explaining why a student may be officially enrolled but may not be in good standing, for example, if the university/college defines "in good standing" by criteria other than satisfactory academic performance. All appeals should be resolved by the Friday of the first district weekend.

Pro Tip 1 – Key Info
The bolded information above is critical – each component needs to be evident in the documentation. 

If feasible, ask your registrar to generate a letter with a list of your students that uses the following exact language:
Each of the following students is registered as an undergraduate, degree-seeking student and is in good standing at [YOUR SCHOOL] as of [THIS DATE]:
(Please update the school and date information!)

Pro Tip 2 - Timing
Complete this process/submit early in the day, ideally during a weekday. Issues caught early in the day can often be resolved before the close of business. 

Pro Tip 3 – Especially for New Directors
If you are new to this process…
Additional eligibility criteria
· This document/process deals with the ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY criteria. 

· There are additional criteria schools/students must meet to attend the NDT, including, but not limited to:
· The school has paid NDT dues.
· The school is an AFA member.
· Students cannot have judged at the NDT.
· Must attend the same school unless a hybrid exception waiver is approved.

· NDT Rules say to count for bid allocation (which some districts require as a prerequisite for entry to the district tournament process) – a team must have either have:
· Both debaters have at least 12 varsity prelims at 2 or more tournaments (each consisting of a minimum of 4 preliminary rounds with at least 6 teams from at least four different schools) 
OR 
· One debater has at least 24 varsity prelims at 3 or more tournaments (each consisting of a minimum of 4 preliminary rounds with at least 6 teams from at least four different schools)
[Rule II.B.1.b, https://nationaldebatetournament.org/about/standing-rules/]
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Instructions & Deadline
· All eligibility documents need to be received by the NDT Committee Chair by February 8 using the Google Form. No email submissions.

· Documents need to be dated to show that a student is currently in good standing, with a date between Wednesday January 21st and Sunday, February 8th. Documents need to refer to this academic session, not last semester.

· All documents should have some verifiable university/school source. The rules say “from appropriate university officials” – so for example, name/contact info, letterhead with such info, etc. would be extremely helpful here.

· Examples of documents that typically have fulfilled the criteria:
· A letter from the Registrar, on letterhead, with their seal and contact information, which identifies the student(s) listed as “registered as an undergraduate, degree-seeking student, and is in good standing at the school.”
· An official transcript or official degree audit that designates the student(s) as registered, undergraduate, degree-seeking, and in good standing.

· Examples of documents that are rarely sufficient on their own:
· Unofficial documents
· National Student Clearinghouse documents – these are often missing some element of the criteria (registered at the school, undergraduate, degree-seeking, good standing). These typically will require additional documentation.
· A screenshot of the student’s Spring 26 schedule.
· Letters from lower-level school officials – like the Director of Debate, Department chairs, and the like.

· Reminder – the degree-seeking requirement does not apply to any student enrolled in a junior college or a community college. 

· If the documentation for your student is very info dense – e.g., multi-page academic audit/transcript, it would be extremely helpful if you were to highlight or circle the relevant info that proves eligibility to reduce confusion and processing time. 

· If anyone has questions, please contact Adrienne Brovero (adri.debate@gmail.com).

· The process needs to be completed using the Google Form link – please do not submit documents via email.

· Submissions should come from coaches. It is logistically untenable to manage submissions from hundreds of students.

Checklist for your documents
· Is it from a university official? And is that clearly verifiable based on the doc?
· Is it from the relevant date range, January 21-February 8? (Reminder - it must be in reference to the current academic semester/quarter!)
· Does it reference the current academic session?
· Does it say registered/enrolled?
· Does it say undergraduate?
· Does it say degree-seeking? (Does not apply to junior/community college)
· Does it say good standing?
Online Submission

· This process will open on January 21. It will close at 12:01 am, February 9, Pacific Time.

· You need to pay NDT dues to show up as a school in the form’s list of schools. Your school’s name appears as it does on the NDT member list. If you have proof of payment and your school is not on the list, please contact Adrienne (adri.debate@gmail.com).

· All eligibility documents should be submitted in PDF form. You may send a combined PDF (with multiple students) or separate PDFs. Please please please follow the instructions on the form for naming documents and for listing students.

· Please be mindful of your school’s privacy policies. Please redact information, as necessary. 

· All documents should have some verifiable university/school source. The rules say “from appropriate university officials” – so for example, name/qualifications/contact info, letterhead with such info, etc. would be immensely helpful here.

· To submit, please be prepared with PDF(s) to upload, and complete this form:

https://bit.ly/NDTEligibility2026
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This year, the deadline for submitting for a first round is Tuesday, February 3, which is PRIOR to the February 8 academic eligibility deadline. 

To be considered eligible for the first-round ranking, teams need to have completed the academic eligibility process, as per Standing Rule II.C.1.c:

c. Before making any teams eligible for ranking in the first round At-Large process, the NDT Director should verify with the NDT Chair that all teams have submitted academic eligibility forms that have been approved.

In order to maximize the Committee’s time to rank teams, please endeavor to submit academic eligibility documentation for any students you are intending to submit for a first-round at-large bid as early as possible to ensure that their documentation has been cleared in a timely manner. Submitting academic eligibility documents the week of February 3rd could potentially narrow the window the Committee has to rank teams. 

Ideally, please get documents submitted prior to the Texas tournament.
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Note 
The Appeals Process has changed a little to reflect the recent change in the rules regarding the timing of appeals.

Process
· In the event the NDT Committee Chair provides notice that a student is not eligible, the program director has two business days to appeal by contacting the NDT Committee Chair and submitting all relevant documentation. The NDT Committee Chair then forwards the appeal to the Appeals Committee for review. 
· No appeal will be accepted after Wednesday, February 11.
· Appeals will be resolved by Friday, February 13.

Relevant Rules Language
This is the wording of the *appeals section* of the academic eligibility rule (part of Standing Rule II.A.1.g). This is not the entirety of the rule (see top of doc for that). The new language is bold.

The Chair of the NDT Committee shall promptly notify the applying program director of any application which does not meet the above criteria. The program director may then appeal the eligibility of the debaters by contacting, and submitting all relevant documentation to, the NDT Committee Chair not later than two business days from the date of notification. No appeal will be accepted after the Wednesday preceding the first district qualifier weekend. The appeal will then be forwarded to the Appeals Committee. The Appeals Committee may conduct the appeal by means of meetings, telephone calls, email or conference calls. The Appeals Committee may grant an exemption when the student's school provides written documentation explaining why a student may be officially enrolled but may not be in good standing, for example, if the university/college defines "in good standing" by criteria other than satisfactory academic performance. All appeals should be resolved by the Friday of the first district weekend.




