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Dear Forensics Coach:

The Olathe Northwest Forensics Squad invites you to our annual Forensics Invitational on Friday, March 6 and Saturday, March 7, 2026. Friday competition will include Lincoln-Douglas Debate, Public Forum Debate, and Congressional Debate. Friday events will be split into novice/advanced as long as there are sufficient entries. Saturday competition will include USX, IX, DI, HI, DUO, DA, POE, PRO, POI, INFO7, INFO10, Impromptu, and OO. This tournament will award bids to the 2026 NIETOC in OO, HI, DI, DUO, DA, Extemp (both divisions), POI, and INFO.

Our tournament will feature a semifinal round for the top 12-24 entries in each event, followed by a final round for the top 6 entries in each event. Medals will be awarded to the top 6 entries in each event. Final placing will be determined by the lowest total ranks through final round, and ties will be broken first by quality points and then by judge’s preference in final round.

Sweepstakes will be calculated by taking your best 20 entries across all Saturday events. The scoring formula will consider all ballots in preliminary rounds and final finish. We will also continue to award the Triathlon award to the top three individual students who earn the most sweeps points for their team across three events. You will not need to pre-select those students; Tabroom will automatically find them.

Students may enter in any number of events. Students are cautioned that they “triple (or more) enter” at their own risk and the tournament will not extend rounds to accommodate poor planning. In particular, extempers will need to be quite agile and a bit lucky to make three events fit in 90 minutes. We hope that if you choose to triple enter at our tournament, you will afford us the same luxury when you host.

Registration is open on Tabroom.com.

Email me at eskoglundonw@olatheschools.org with any questions. We hope you can join us!

Sincerely,
				
Eric				







Olathe Northwest Forensics Tournament Notes

1. We will follow NSDA and KSHSAA rules except where indicated. When in direct conflict, NSDA rules shall take precedence; for example, Informative Speaking visual aids must follow NSDA guidelines.

2. Informative Speaking is the 10-minute event as defined by NSDA and referred to by KSHSAA as “Informative 10.” You may, of course, enter your “Info 7” kids in this division, but history suggests they are unlikely to be competitive. We have a separate Info 7 category which will run if we have at least 6 entries.

3. In case some events are too small to justify a semifinal round, we may adjust our schedule based on judge availability and needs. All events will be guaranteed a minimum of 3 preliminary rounds plus a final, regardless of size.

4. Congress awards will be determined by lowest point total of all combined ranks on judge ballots. LD and PFD awards will be based on overall records, quality points, and opposition records for four rounds with no elimination rounds. IE awards will be based on ranks for three rounds plus a cumulative final round. Tiebreakers are reciprocals, then the average rank of all opposition. We will only use a tiebreaker as needed, and will err on the side of breaking all tied entries when possible.

5. Extras may be awarded on Saturday morning at the tournament’s discretion, as space permits, such that they do not add rooms or increase the maximum number of entries per event.  

6. The L-D topic will be the NSDA March/April topic. The PFD topic will be the NSDA March topic.

7. Each school must indicate one judge on Friday and one judge on Saturday. On FRIDAY, that judge covers your first 2 LD/PFD entries, and you will need another judge per 2 entries thereafter. Congressional Debate entries do not require judge coverage. On SATURDAY, that judge covers your first 8 entries, and you will need another judge per 8 entries thereafter. Our team is small; this is not just a pro forma thing we have in the invitation and will then ignore – we do need those judges and your judges will judge. Please feel free to waitlist entries who are not covered by judging. We will allow entries off the waitlist as our host community pool permits. 

8. Tabulation will use Tabroom.

9. The total amount of money owed will be determined by the entries as of Wednesday, February 25. All drops past that date will remain on your invoice.



10. Fees are $5 per Friday entry and $6.50 per Saturday entry. My bookkeeper no longer permits me to “trade fees” so please do request a check promptly.

11. Per the 6A judge timing pilot, judges will be asked to keep time and to follow the procedures in the manual.

12. NIETOC BIDS – There are three ways to qualify for the NIETOC, detailed at their web site: http://nietoc.com/full-details/ Students who achieve the following results in HI, DI, DUO, DA, Extemp, INFO, POI, and OO will each earn one bid toward NIETOC qualification.
a) 0-19 contestants – FIRST PLACE bid
b) 20-34 contestants – FIRST, SECOND, and THIRD PLACE bid
c) 35-50 contestants – ALL FINALISTS bid (we will break 8 to maximize bids awarded)
d) 51-60 contestants – ALL SEMIFINALISTS bid (we will break 15 to three sections)
e) 61-70 contestants – EXTENDED SEMIFINALISTS (we will break 18 to three sections)
f) 71-99 contestants – ALL QUARTERFINALISTS bid (we will break 24 to four sections but then advance straight to finals)
g) 100+ contestants – ALL OCTAFINALISTS bid (in the unlikely event something gets here we’ll figure out the best plan)

13. In order to align our other events with our practices in NIETOC events, we will not split any Saturday event into multiple divisions. 

14. We will award Raven Triathlon awards to the top three students based on sweeps points earned across their three events.

15. Congressional Debate will use a modified docket consisting of:
a) Any legislation from East Kansas Packet #2 which has a school represented at the tournament.
b) One piece of legislation submitted by any school outside the EK district, so long as that legislation is submitted by Thursday, February 19. Add-on legislation should be submitted to me via email at eskoglundonw@olatheschools.org. 







Olathe Northwest High School Forensics Tournament

Friday, March 7
Registration:  3:00 PM

Lincoln-Douglas / Public Forum Debate
Round I:      3:30 PM
Round II:     4:30 PM
Round III:    5:30 PM
Round IV:    6:30 PM

Congressional Debate
Caucus/Agenda Setting in Chambers: 3:15-3:30PM
Session I:  3:30-5:00 PM
Break:  5:00-5:10 PM
Session II:  5:10-6:40 PM
Balloting:  6:45 PM

Awards Ceremony for all Events:  7:15 PM or ASAP

Saturday Schedule of Events: Saturday, March 8

Prep Event Draw for Round I:  7:45 AM
Round I:  8:00 AM – 9:30 AM
Prep Event Draw for Round II:  9:30 AM
Round II:  9:45 AM – 11:15 AM
Prep Event Draw for Round III:  11:15 AM
Round III:  11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
Semi-Finals Postings:  ASAP
Draw for Prep Events for Semi-Finals:  1:45 PM
Semi-Finals:  2:00 PM
Finals Postings:  ASAP
Draw for Prep Events for Finals:  3:30 PM
Finals:  4:00 PM
Awards @ 5:30pm or ASAP





Olathe Northwest High School Forensics Tournament Invoice

_____________________________ High School wishes to enter the Olathe Northwest Forensics Invitational on Friday, March 6 and Saturday, March 7, 2026.

	Event
	# of Entries
	*Fee
	Extras
	Total

	Open LD
	
	@ $5.00
	
	

	Novice LD
	
	@ $5.00
	
	

	Novice House
	
	@ $5.00
	
	

	House
	
	@ $5.00
	
	

	Senate
	
	@ $5.00
	
	

	Open PFD
	
	@ $5.00
	
	

	Novice PFD
	
	@ $5.00
	
	

	OO
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	IMPROMPTU
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	USX
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	FX
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	PRO
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	POE
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	DI
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	HI
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	DUO
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	DA
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	INFO
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	POI
	
	@ $6.50
	
	

	
	
	 Total 
	



The total entry fees of $__________ will be remitted upon confirmation, either by mail or in person the day of the tournament.  The total amount of money owed is determined by the entries as of Wednesday, February 25, or who actually compete at the tournament, whichever is greater. 


Coach: _______________________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________________	      

All correspondence, including confirmations, will be handled through email and Tabroom.com. Do not fax or mail this form.
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