The Panther Pitt Round Robin Invitational
Hosted by the William Pitt Debating Union
University of Pittsburgh
Sunday, December 14, 2025
Cathedral of Learning, 4200 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15260

Dear Colleagues,
Deep beneath the marble floors of Pitt’s Cathedral of Learning lies a secret chamber known only to those who can argue their way past the panther’s keepers. Each year, the William Pitt Debating Union opens the gates of The Panther Pitt, a rhetorical arena where the state’s most formidable high school debaters gather to test their skill, wisdom, and resilience.
This year, we are pleased to invite your program to the inaugural Panther Pitt Round Robin Invitational, an elite, invite-only high school debate tournament featuring two simultaneous round robin divisions: NSDA Lincoln-Douglas Debate and NSDA Public Forum Debate. These tournaments will bring together the strongest competitors from across the state of Pennsylvania, scouted and selected for excellence in argumentation.
The tournament will take place on Sunday, December 14, 2025, in the historic Cathedral of Learning on the campus of the University of Pittsburgh. Students may compete in person or online, as the tournament will operate in a hybrid format.
This year’s invitational also serves a vital purpose: all proceeds support the William Pitt Debating Union, which has lost nearly half of its operating budget this academic year due to federal and state budget reductions affecting the university. Your participation directly helps sustain competitive opportunities, community outreach, and educational programming for students across the region.
We look forward to welcoming your program to the Cathedral for a day of exceptional competition.

EVENTS & FORMAT
Round Robins Offered
· NSDA Lincoln-Douglas Debate Round Robin
· NSDA Public Forum Debate Round Robin
Tournament Structure
· At most six (6) preliminary rounds, contingent upon total entries.
· Top competitor/team of each pool advances directly to the final round.
· Final round determines the Panther Pitt Champion in each event.
Awards
· Certificates awarded to all participants.
· Special trophy awarded to the champion of each Round Robin.

ENTRY PROCEDURES
How to Enter
All entries must be submitted via tabroom.com.
Entry Deadline
· December 1, 2025, at 11:59 PM ET
Judge Submission Deadline
· December 1, 2025, at 11:59 PM ET
Judges will be submitted through Tabroom. There are no judging fees, but we ask that schools provide qualified judges.
· We ask that teams try to provide at least one judge per school, or if your school has multiple students invited, at least one judge per two entries. 
· We do have some qualified judges volunteering on behalf of Pitt to help reduce some of the judging burden for programs that cannot provide judges
Drop Deadline
· December 3, 2025, at 11:59 PM ET


FEES
Entry Fees
· $50 per LD competitor
· $75 per PF team
Fee waivers may be requested by contacting the tournament director.

Payment
Checks should be made payable to:
The University of Pittsburgh / William Pitt Debating Union

Payments may be submitted in person at registration or mailed to the University after the tournament concludes. 
If mailing your check, address the letter to: 
Dr. Alvin Primack 
4200 Fifth Ave
1440 Cathedral of Learning
Pittsburgh PA 15260 

Updated invoices will be provided on the day of the tournament to ensure accuracy. 

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

Arrival & Welcome (Room TBD) -- 9:30am
Round 1 -- Pairings at 9 am, Start at 9:30 am
Round 2 -- Pairings at 10:45am, Start at 11:15pm
Lunch break
Round 3 -- Pairings at 1 pm, Start at 1:30pm
Round 4 -- Pairings at 2:45pm, Start at 3:15pm
Round 5 -- Pairings at 4:30pm, Start at 5 pm
Final Round – 7 pm 
Awards right after the conclusion of finals

HYBRID PARTICIPATION
The Panther Pitt Round Robin Invitational will accommodate both:
· In-Person Competitors, debating inside the Cathedral of Learning
· Online Competitors, debating via secure tournament video rooms on Zoom. The link will be shared the day before the event. 
Judges may also judge online or in person.

JUDGING & RULES
· NSDA rules will govern both LD and Public Forum debate.
· Judges will submit ballots electronically through Tabroom.

LOGISTICS
Location
Cathedral of Learning
University of Pittsburgh
4200 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15260
Parking
Parking waivers will be available at no additional cost for schools requesting them.
Meals
Meals will not be provided. However, the Oakland neighborhood offers more than 40 restaurants, cafés, markets, and quick-service options within a short walk of the Cathedral.
Lodging
There is no tournament hotel.
Schools traveling from distance are encouraged to select from numerous hotels in Oakland, Shadyside, Squirrel Hill, downtown Pittsburgh, and nearby neighborhoods, all within easy driving distance of campus.
CONTACT INFORMATION
For questions, concerns, or to request fee waivers/reductions, please contact:
Dr. Alvin Primack
Tournament Director, William Pitt Debating Union
debate@pitt.edu

