RIVER RAT
RUMBLE

December 6

Dear Coaches:

You are cordially invited to The RIVER RAT RUMBLE! We are delighted to host you for two terrific
tournaments in one day at Boone County High School in Florence KY on Saturday, December 6th.

CATEGORIES
We will be offering all KHSSL speech and debate events along with a super fun event called
improvisational storytelling. Please visit the KHSSL handbook for rules. Breakdown of events per tournament:

BOONE HIGHLANDS

All KHSSL speech All KHSSL speech
Improv Storytelling Improv Storytelling
Lincoln Douglas Congressional Debate
Public Forum
Extemp Debate

ENTRIES

Each tournament will be offering unlimited entries; however, only the top three scores in each event
will count toward sweepstakes. In each tournament, students may triple in IE, but be aware that we will not
hold rounds for a late performer. Students entering debate may only enter ONE event for that tournament. It is
recommended that students enter no more than 2 limited prep events. Each entry will be charged $6, with
Policy, Duo Interpretation and Improvisational Duo charging $12.

So what does that look like? A student could compete at Boone in Lincoln Douglas and Highlands in
extemp, prose, and oratory. A student could compete at both tournaments in broadcasting, informative, and HI.
A student could perform at Boone in improv storytelling and then compete at Highlands in congress. A student
could debate all day, doing public forum at Boone and congress at Highlands.

ENTRY DEADLINE is 11:55 pm Eastern on TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2025

You may drop online for free until noon EST on Thursday, December 4th. After that, drops will be $10. Adds
will be allowed based on space in our school and judging quota. Substitutions are free. Please let us know
about any changes before Saturday if possible.


https://www.khssl.org/handbook-and-constitution

JUDGES

Speech: You must provide one judge for every SIX entries or fraction thereof; 6 entries = one judge, 7
entries = 2 judges, etc. Remember that Duo Interpretation and Improvisational Duo count as 1 entry here.

Congress: You must provide one judge for every SIX entries or fraction thereof; 6 entries = one judge, 7
entries = 2 judges, etc.

LD/PF/EXD: you must provide one judge for every TWO entries or fraction thereof.

In the event you cannot provide the required number of judges, you may hire judges for $30 each.
Schools must provide at least one judge and can only hire two judges. We want your judges, not your money!
Any judging drops will be charged $50 each. Your judges should be familiar with the KHSSL rules and ballots.
Of course, there will be lots of goodies in our hospitality room for coaches, judges, and drivers!

A NOTE ON DEBATE EVENTS

Our students will only be entered in debate events if entries are needed to create suitable competition for
everyone involved. Those students who are entered will be eligible for individual awards but not for
sweepstakes in their own tournament. We will be using current topics.

LD/PF/EXD: Unless entry numbers are high to warrant elimination rounds, we will only run preliminary
rounds and determine placings using typical tiebreakers. This way, students are guaranteed more rounds of
competition. We did this last year and feedback was positive. Current topics can be found on the NSDA
website.

Congress legislation: Submit legislation on tabroom. The deadline for legislation is Friday, November
28. Note that this is the day after Thanksgiving!!! The legislation packet will be posted by Monday, December
1 at Spm.

IMPROVISATIONAL STORYTELLING

This fun limited prep event runs similar to Improvisational Duo in procedure, except that the student has
only 2 minutes to prepare, and no props are allowed. The first round story must be told in first person, the
second round in third person, with finals being the student’s choice. A sample ballot is at the end of this
invitation. Note that this event does not count toward sweepstakes due to KHSSL rules.

AWARDS

We will be giving awards to the top 6 performers in each speech event and congress. Next out awards
will be given to the 7" place performer in each event. Debate awards will be given to the top four. Speaker
awards may be given based on number of entries, and a top novice award will be given in both LD and PF.
Each tournament will be offering separate debate and speech sweepstakes awards, awarding the top 3 schools in
each.

FOOD
Pizza and other general edible and drinkable goodness will be available for student purchase at the
school. We will have both breakfast and lunch items, and are cash only.


https://www.speechanddebate.org/topics/
https://www.speechanddebate.org/topics/

SCHEDULE (subject to change)

Registration 7-7:30am Eastern
SPEECH DEBATE

8:00 Boone RI (draw 7:30) 7:30 Boone RI

9:30 Boone RII (draw 9:00) 8:30 Boone RII
10:00 Boone RIIT

11:30 Highlands RI (draw 11:00)
12:00-2:15 Highlands Congress
Session [

2:45 Boone Final 2:45 Boone RIV

4:00 Highlands Final 4:00-5:15 Highlands Congress
Supers
(or Session II)

1:00 Highlands RII (draw 12:30)

Awards 5:30pm

HOW TO ENTER
Please register online at www.tabroom.com. Select the KY league, register your school, then register for
our tournaments. You must register for River Rats Rumble- Highlands and River Rats Rumble- Boone

separately. If you have any questions regarding the process, please let me know. Hope to see you on December
7th!

AED INFORMATION TO COMPLY WITH NEW KENTUCKY LAW:

- Destination/Venue: Boone County High School

- Venue Address: 7056 Burlington Pk. Florence, Ky 41042

- Person or email contacted at venue to discuss EAD: Mrs. Erin Tharpe

- Position/Title of person contacted: Forensics Team Coach & English Teacher

- Is there an Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) on site? YES

- Ifyes, where is it located: (1)Entrance to cafeteria/commons, (2) Main Lobby next to main office, (3)
Freshmen/lower rear hallway outside school resource officer’s office, (4) Mounted outside of Athletic
Trainer’s office, (5) Main gymnasium at door leading out to turf

- Does the venue have an emergency response team (ERT)? NO

Sincerely,

Alyssa Davis, Head Coach Erin Tharpe, Head Coach

HHS Speech/Debate BCHS Speech/Debate

Cell: 859-512-4084 Cell: 859-866-7571

School: 859-815-2225 School: 859-282-5655 ext. 30143

alyssa.davis@fortthomas.kyschools.us erin.tharpe@boone.kyschools.us


http://www.tabroom.com
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IMPROVISATIONAL SYORYTENLING
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1. Choise of Maierial Uved in Story:

. Presentaton of Seicebioe;

III. Effectiveness ol Selection (Impact on Audicnec);

IV, Additional Comments:

Mease rank and tile exch contestant in the round. A rating of 100 musi be sssimed o (ke most efloefiv:
cinilestand, and that contestart moust be ranlked firs,. The comtestant ranked sceond muest have the acal kiphost
vanng below 100, ele., wAilh no tvn comiestamis receiving the same tanl ov valing. The rabing scals 15 70w 100,
furt & Lo rating of T4 does nof bave 10 be gives.

Rank il ) n rourd Ratityr £ 70-100) TPeriormunees Tane:

{Urlariy For Jadeing Ou Bevese Side}



Summary of Bules
The meximum tine o0 improvizational Storytelling is six minutes and (he minimum time is three minntes, ~c
introduction is reguined, There is 2 no grace period tor this event, and studanls who exceed the tme Imit must be
dropped in ranlraling In prelininary rounds asd disqualificd in semi-finals and Gnals. Bach siudenl is alleswed
two minutes of prop time. Students will remain owtside the room aeil it is their tme to speal and Uien prepare in
the roowy. The pudee should clariy with the students before they begin how time signals will be communizated
and muost then give harul signaly as the contestants ae performing to help them stay within the time immit. The
story may be either humarcus or serious, bul merst be (old wsing appropriate point of view. Round [ must be told
i first parson, Round I i hivd person, and the student may choose poeint of view tor Round [ and Finals. No
props, make-up, costumes, or Lgliing are permitted.
Criteria For Fuduing
I Choice of Material Tlsed in Stovy:
A THd the student take a crcatlve approach w developing Lhe story?
B, Dhd the student establish the mood andfor meaning of the selectm?
[T, Tresemlation of Selection
A, Bense of periormance aud presence: Way the sludenn in conired of the performancs and the audicnes?

B, ilse ofthe voice: THd the student demonstrate good speech hahits as they would pertain to the story?

Co Mse of the body: Did the student develop claracter posture, (helal expressions, and gesturss
approprian: i the story and o the characters in the story?

oo Clarity of the narrative: Were various meidents olearly related
[ Hffsetivencss of Selection
AL Was the siory suilable to the performer?
o Wasita uified piece which had a plot and emphesized nacration, rather than excessive dislogue?
. DMd the slory have a clear -'i-J.'Id resodite endinp?

THO NOLT ALLOW YOQUR PREIUDICE TOWARD CHOICE OF
MATERIAL TO PENALIZE A WELL-IMONE PERFORMANCIE,
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