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Dear Coach,

You and your squad are cordially invited to attend the Wichita Southeast Debate Invitational on October 24–25, 2025.

This will be a two-day tournament featuring the following divisions:
· DCI/Varsity – Friday & Saturday
· KDC/Open – Friday & Saturday (tentative based on entries)
· JV/Novice – Saturday only
We are excited to host up to 150 total entries across all divisions.

Judge Requirements
Because our team is small, we ask that each school assist with judging.
· DCI/Varsity and KDC/Open: 1 judge per 2 entries
· JV and Novice: 1 judge per 4 entries
· Third- and fourth-year debaters may judge Novice rounds.


Tentative Schedule


DCI/KDC Divisions
Friday, October 24, 2025
· Round 1: 3:45 – 5:30 p.m.
· Round 2: 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
· Round 3: 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 25, 2025
· Round 4: 8:00 – 9:30 a.m.
· Round 5: 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
· Lunch & Awards: 11:00 – 11:30 a.m.
· Quarterfinals: 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
· Semifinals: 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
· Finals: 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.





JV/Novice Divisions (Saturday Only)
· Round 1: 8:00 – 9:30 a.m.
· Round 2: 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
· Lunch: 11:00 – 11:30 a.m.
· Round 3: 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
· Round 4: 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
· Awards: ASAP

Awards & Sweepstakes
· Division Awards: Top 8 teams in each division
· Speaker Awards: Top 8 speakers in DCI/KDC divisions
· Sweepstakes:
· Based on your top 5 teams
· Must have at least one team entered in the Open/Varsity division
· Must host a Saturday Invitational to qualify
Entry Fees
· $7.00 per team
We look forward to hosting you for an exciting and competitive weekend of debate at Wichita Southeast!
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out.
Sincerely,
Kayla Benson
Debate Coach, Wichita Southeast High School
Email: kbenson@usd259.net
School Phone: (316) 973-2851
Cell Phone: (785) 380-1734

Wichita Southeast Debate Invitational – Tournament Rules & Regulations
1. Resolution
All teams will debate the 25-26 Policy Debate Resolution:
“Resolved: The United States federal government should significantly increase its exploration and/or development of the Arctic.”
2. Format
All debates will follow the standard 8-3-5 cross-examination format, with 8 minutes of prep time per team, per round.
3. Divisions
· DCI/Varsity 
· KDC/Open
· JV – STRONGLY ENCOURAGED THAT THIS DIVISION IS USED FOR NOVICES THAT ARE READY TO COME OFF THE PACKET AND NOT FOR YOUR 2ND YEAR DEBATERS. 
· Novices – Novice Packet Will Be Utilized, Must be 2 Debaters in Their 1st Year of Policy Debate
4. Tardiness
Teams more than 10 minutes late to a round (through their own fault) will automatically lose 3–4 points/0 points.
5. Team Composition
No two debaters from different schools may compete together as a team. Mavericks may compete but will not be eligible for awards and will not count towards Sweepstakes. 
6. Rules Challenges
· Any challenge to evidence or other rules must be made before the start of the next round.
· Issues regarding clipping cards should be argued during the debate, with the final decision at the judge’s discretion.
7. Tab Room & Results
· The tab room will remain open throughout the tournament.
· Teams are responsible for checking results before the awards assembly.
8.   Internet Usage
KSHSAA revised rules for internet use will be followed. WiFi logon information will be provided on-site for competition purposes.
9. Cancellations
Any cancellations will be handled by rescheduling, host team substitution, or byes.
10. Fees
Entry and hospitality fees are non-refundable if drops occur after October 22nd at 8:00 AM.
11. Judging
Coaches and/or sponsors may be asked to judge if a judge replacement is necessary.
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