
60th Annual West Point Debate Tournament
October 17 – 19, 2025
United States Military Academy at West Point, NY
SECURITY:
Please be aware that security protocols at the Academy have been subject to change. We will provide updates as soon as we receive them. Ensure that all participants and judges have government-issued identification with them at all times.
Entry and Deadlines:
Tournament entries, including contestant judge conflicts, should be submitted via Tabroom. The deadline for entry is October 13th, 2025, at 5 PM. Any late entries or last-minute changes should be sent via email to kathrynrubino@gmail.com. For changes occurring after 12 PM on October 17th, please contact Kathryn Rubino at 917-771-9314.
Judging preferences and strikes must be completed no later than Thursday, October 16th, 2025.
Resolution:
The tournament will debate the 2025–2026 CEDA resolution.
Format:
Three divisions of debate will be offered: Novice, Junior Varsity, and Varsity.
Speech times: 9-3-6 with 10 minutes of preparation.
Six preliminary rounds will be held. Rounds 1 and 2 will be pre-set; rounds 3 through 6 will be power-matched.
MPJ (Mutual Preference Judging) is available for all divisions. Rankings and strikes may not be applied for rounds 1 and 2 if not submitted by Friday, October 17th on Tabroom.
Elimination rounds will be determined in accordance with the number of entries.
Entries:
Teams may enter as many participants as they wish in each division. However, space may become limited, and late entries could be restricted due to room availability.
Awards:
Awards will be distributed based on entries in each division. The first-place varsity team will receive the USMA Traveling Trophy (a mounted Cadet Sabre) for one year.
Fees:
$70 per participant (including debaters, judges, coaches, etc.). 
Food will be provided for all participants for the following meals:
Friday: Dinner
Saturday: Breakfast and Lunch
Sunday: Coffee/Donuts before Octafinals, Brunch Buffet with Awards, Dinner for Finals Debaters and Judges 
Each school is required to provide one judge for every two teams entered. All judging information, including conflicts and division qualifications, must be entered on Tabroom. Uncovered teams will incur an additional $100 judging fee.
Judges' obligations last until the completion of Octafinals or one round beyond their team's elimination. Judges hired by a team still competing are obligated until new arrangements are made.
Judges are expected to render decisions no later than 2 hours and 15 minutes after the round starts. Failure to do so will result in pairings determined by coin flip.
Hotel Information:
West Point is located in a rural area, and many hotels are a short drive from campus. Recommended hotels include:
Knights Inn, Newburgh, NY - (845) 564-9020
Comfort Inn, Newburgh, NY - (845) 567-0567
FairBridge Inn & Suites, Highland Falls, NY - (845) 446-9400
Holiday Inn Express, Fort Montgomery, NY - (845) 446-4277
Hampton Inn, Harriman/Woodbury, NY - (845) 782-9600
Hampton Inn, Newburgh, NY - (845) 567-9100
US Academy Motel, Highland Falls, NY - (845) 446-2021
West Point Motel, Highland Falls, NY - (845) 446-4180
Directions to West Point:
West Point is located approximately one hour north of New York City. It can be accessed via the NY Thruway (I-84) to 9W South, exiting at Route 218. Alternatively, you can take the New Jersey Turnpike (I-95) to the Palisades Parkway, crossing the Bear Mountain Bridge and following signs to West Point.
We recommend entering through Thayer Gate in Highland Falls. You may also use Stony Lonesome Gate (along 9W).
Tournament Registration:
Registration will take place in the Thayer Hall Rotunda on Friday, October 17th, from 1:00 PM to 3:45 PM. Teams should off-load debaters at the southern staircase of Thayer Hall Roof (reserved spaces will be available). Parking will be in Clinton Field Lot, near the baseball field and tennis courts. Please keep noise to a minimum in the halls during registration, as classes will still be in session until 4:00 PM.
Transportation:
The closest airport is Stewart International Airport (Newburgh, NY). Other nearby airports include Newark, LaGuardia, and JFK (each 1.5-2 hours away, depending on traffic). The nearest train station is in Garrison, located approximately 11 miles from West Point, directly across the Hudson River.
Security and ID Requirements:
All participants over the age of 16 must carry a photo ID at all times. Vehicles (including vans and buses) may be subject to routine searches at the gates, so allow an extra 15 minutes for entry. Please note that these procedures are subject to change, and we will keep you informed as we approach the tournament.
Tournament Schedule:
Friday, October 17th 
1:00 PM – 3:45 PM: Team Registration (Thayer Hall Rotunda)
4:30 PM – 6:45 PM: Round 1 (Thayer Hall)
6:15 PM – 7:15 PM: Dinner Provided
7:00 PM – 9:15 PM: Round 2 (Thayer Hall)
Saturday, October 18th 
7:00 AM – 8:00 AM: Breakfast Provided(Thayer Rotunda)
7:30 AM: Pairings for Round 3 Released
8:00 AM – 10:15 AM: Round 3 (Thayer Hall)
10:45 AM – 1 PM: Round 4 (Thayer Hall)
12:30 PM – 1:30 PM: Lunch Provided (Thayer Hall)
2:00 PM – 4:15 PM: Round 5 (Thayer Hall)
5:00 PM – 7:15 PM: Round 6 (Thayer Hall)
8:00 PM – 10:15 PM: If Necessary,  Dinner Provided for Participants - Double Octafinals (Thayer Hall)
Sunday, October 19th
7:00 AM – 8:00 AM: Donuts, Coffee, and Juice (Thayer Rotunda)
8:00 AM – 10:15 AM: Octafinals (Thayer Hall)
10:15 AM – 12:00 PM: Awards and Brunch Provided (West Point Club)
12:30 PM – 2:45 PM: Quarterfinals (Thayer Hall)
3:15 PM – 5:30 PM: Semifinals (Thayer Hall)
5:30 PM – 6:00 PM: Dinner Provided for Finals Participants (Debaters and Judges)
6:00 PM – 8:15 PM: Final Rounds (Thayer Hall) 

