SPAR Instructions and Probable Topics
· Prep: 1 minute
· Aff: 2 minutes
· Neg: 2 minutes
· Cross X: 3 minutes
· Aff Rebuttal: 2 minutes
· Neg Rebuttal: 2 minutes

Speaker 1 will debate Speaker 2; Speaker 3 will debate Speaker 4; Speaker 5 will debate Speaker 6; Speaker 7 will debate Speaker 8.   If there is an odd number of competitors in a round, the last speaker will debate a volunteer from the rest of competitors in the round.  The judge is to be instructed to not take the volunteer competitor's performance in to consideration when ranking the round. For each pair, flip a coin is to decide which speaker is affirmative and which is negative. 

Unlike judges of prepared debate, spar judges do not have to render decisions. Judges merely rank the debaters in terms of how well they defend their side, the quality of their arguments, the quality of their presentation, their use of questions, and the like.  For example, it is entirely possible for a judge to rank a competitor first in the round and to rank that competitor's opponent second in the round. The important thing to remember is that spar competitors should be judged on the basis of overall wit, persuasion and quality argument


Possible Topics

Please note these are POSSIBLE TOPICS -   There will probably be a few surprises added at the tournament.

1. Of all the necessary chores to do around the house, cleaning the kitchen is the most important
2. Basketball is more fun to watch than baseball
3. Animated movies are the best kind of movies
4. Taylor Swift or BTS
5. It’s more fun to attend a Halloween party than a birthday party
6. Learning cursive writing is a waste of time
7. Reading a good book is more relaxing than listening to music
8. Dancing is a better way to exercise than running
9. M & M’s are a better candy than Sour Patch Candy
10. Winter is the best season of the year
11. Cars should fly
12. The United States should keep pennies in circulation
13. Would you rather stay indoors or outdoors during your free time?
14. Politicians are overpaid
15. Would you rather be talented or rich? 
16. Being safe and bored is better than living a thrilling, though dangerous life

